
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Alexandria Division

John Doe,

Plaintiff,

George Mason University, et al..

Defendants.

Civil Action No. l:19-cv-1249

Hon. Liam O'Grady

MEMORANDUM OPINION & ORDER

This matter is before the Court on a motion in limine to proceed by pseudonym and two

motions to dismiss. Dkt. 2, Dkt. 26, Dkt. 29. The motions were fully briefed, and the Court

dispensed with oral argument because it would not aid in the decisional process.

L Background

Plaintiff John Doe ("Doe") is a tenured, full professor at George Mason University

("GMU"). Compl. 3, 28, 502. He has worked there for more than fiffeen years, obtained

tenure in 2008 and became a full professor in 2014. Compl. ̂ 28. He teaches courses involving

human sexuality, abnormal behavior, and cultural norms, and he conducts related research.

Compl. f 30. He is an accomplished author, has been published on many occasions, and has

received grants and awards during his career. Compl. ̂ 29.

Doe teaches and works within a particular GMU department (the "Department"). Dr.

Keith Renshaw is another GMU professor. Doe's supervisor, and Chair of the Department.

Compl. 22, 169. The Department falls within a College led by Dean Ann Ardis. Compl.

23, 178. Dr. S. David Wu is Provost of GMU. Compl. ̂ 24.
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