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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CUSTOMIZING 
THE STORAGE AND MANAGEMENT OF 

DEVICE DATA IN A NETWORKED 
ENVIRONMENT 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application claims the bene?t of US. Provisional 
Application No. 60/361,886, entitled SYSTEM AND 
METHOD FOR CUSTOMIZING THE STORAGE OF 
DEVICE DATA OVER A NETWORK, and ?led on Mar. 4, 
2002. US. Provisional Application No. 60/361,886 is incor 
porated by reference herein. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

In general, the present invention relates to computer soft 
Ware and computer netWorks, and in particular, to a system 
and method for customizing the storage of data according to 
device data attributes. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Generally described, many entities such as large corpora 
tions, can utilize computer systems, computer netWorks, and 
integrated devices that generate vast amounts of electronic 
data. In some situations, data can be generated, processed, 
and discarded after its intended purpose. In other situations, 
data needs to be maintained for a number of possible uses, 
generally referred to as archival. Accordingly, many data 
producing entities look for storage solutions appropriate to 
the type and amount of data being archived. 

Current storage solutions can include direct access storage 
(“DAS”), netWork access storage (“NAS”), and storage area 
netWorks (“SAN”). DAS refers to storage devices, such as 
magnetic media and optical media that are directly attached to 
a computing device generating the data to be archived. NAS 
refers to a netWork implementation in Which special-purpose 
?le management server-computing devices function as a stor 
age destination for a number of computing devices located 
across a local area netWork (“LAN”). SAN refers to multiple 
?le management servers functioning, as a storage location for 
a number of netWorked computing devices. In a SAN imple 
mentation, archived data may be spread out over a number of 
?le servers, Which may be physically remote from one 
another. 

Generally described, ?le management systems govern the 
movement of data to and from storage devices from comput 
ing devices generating and/or requesting data. More speci? 
cally, a ?le management system is an organizational structure 
utilized to order and track the movement of data ?les. Most 
operating environments provide built-in ?le management 
systems that can be con?gured to Work With DAS, NAS, and 
SAN. The typical operating system-provided ?le manage 
ment system is operable to perform a range of archival pro 
cesses such as identifying, extracting, compressing, encrypt 
ing, transmitting, receiving, decrypting, decompressing, 
archiving and retrieving data. HoWever, the bene?t and utility 
of the typical operating system provided ?le management 
system can be constrained by an inability to differentiate 
betWeen different data types. Further, a typical operating 
system ?le management system does not provide a manner to 
customize data storage based upon device data attributes. 

In addition to operating system-provided ?le management 
systems, some archival processing systems utilize storage 
management softWare systems at the application layer to 
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2 
interact With the operating system provided ?le management 
system. Generally described, storage management softWare 
solutions provide central management of data storage and 
retrieval through a user interface, such as a graphical user 
interface (“GUI”). For example, some storage management 
softWare may create a “virtual repository” in Which a storage 
management softWare application represents data dispersed 
over several storage media as a single “virtual” repository. 
Another storage management system may provide an Internet 
based softWare interface in Which users may access and 
retrieve data from distributed sources. Although storage man 
agement systems facilitate data archival, the typical system 
may be limited in its ability to selectively archive data. For 
example, most typical softWare storage management systems 
are limited in their ability to distinguish data, such as multi 
media data, from a variety of devices. Additionally, most 
typical softWare storage management solutions lack the abil 
ity to archive data according to speci?c device attributes. 

Thus, there is a need for a system and method for managing 
the storage and archival of device data, including multi-media 
data, according to device data attributes. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A system and method for customizing the storage of data 
according to data attributes are provided. A user is provided 
With a graphical user interface for generating data archive 
pro?les. The data archive pro?les can include information 
regarding the attributes of the device data, speci?cations 
regarding the storage of the data, speci?cations regarding the 
retrieval of the archived data, and management of the 
archived data during storage. The execution of the data 
archive pro?les facilitates the individual processing of spe 
ci?c data types or individual pieces of identi?able data. 

In accordance With an aspect of the present invention, a 
method for processing monitoring device data is provided. 
The method may be implemented in a system including moni 
toring devices generating monitoring device data, an archive 
server processing the archival of monitoring device data and 
a client computer con?guring the archival of monitoring 
device data. In accordance With the method, a monitoring 
device data processor obtains incoming monitoring device 
data. The monitoring device data is characterized by one or 
more archival attributes. The monitoring device data proces 
sor obtains an archival pro?le associated With the one or more 
archival attributes of the incoming monitoring device data. 
The monitoring device data processor processes the incoming 
monitoring device data according to the archival pro?le. The 
monitoring device data processor also generates an archival 
activity corresponding to the processing of the archival pro 
?le. 

In accordance With another aspect of the present invention, 
a system for processing monitoring device data is provided. 
The system includes one or more monitoring devices gener 
ating monitoring device data characterized by one or more 
data archival attributes. The system also includes a monitor 
ing device data processor for obtaining an archival pro?le 
corresponding to the one or more data archival attributes and 
for processing the monitoring device data according to the 
archival pro?le. The system further includes at least one data 
repository for storing the monitoring device data according to 
the archival pro?le. 

In accordance With a further aspect of the present inven 
tion, a method for processing monitoring device data is pro 
vided. The method may be implemented in an system includ 
ing monitoring devices generating monitoring device data, an 
archive server processing the archival of monitoring device 
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data and a client computer con?guring the archival of moni 
toring device data. In accordance With the method, a process 
ing system generates a display corresponding to the creation 
of an archival pro?le and obtains a user speci?cation of at 
least one archival attribute and archival activity to be included 
in the archival pro?le. The processing system stores the archi 
val pro?le. 

The processing system obtains incoming monitoring 
device data. The monitoring device data is characteriZed by 
one or more archival attributes. The processing system 
obtains an archival pro?le associated With the one or more 
archival attributes of the incoming monitoring device data. 
The processing system processes the incoming monitoring 
device data according to the archival pro?le. The processing 
system also generates an archival activity corresponding to 
the processing of the archival pro?le. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing aspects and many of the attendant advan 
tages of this invention Will become more readily appreciated 
as the same become better understood by reference to the 
folloWing detailed description, When taken in conjunction 
With the accompanying draWings, Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a representative portion of the 
Internet; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a data archiving system includ 
ing a premises server, a plurality of client computers, a data 
archive server and a plurality of data repositories formed in 
accordance With the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an illustrative architecture for 
a premises server having a device interface application and an 
output interface application in accordance With the present 
invention; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an illustrative architecture for 
a client computer having a broWser application formed in 
accordance With the present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an illustrative architecture for 
a data archive server having an input interface application, a 
data processing application, and an output interface applica 
tion formed in accordance With the present invention; 

FIGS. 6A and 6B are How diagrams illustrative of an 
archive data pro?le creation routine implemented by a data 
archive server in accordance With the present invention; 

FIG. 7 is a How diagram illustrative of an archive data 
pro?le execution routine implemented by a data archive 
server in accordance With the present invention; 

FIG. 8 is a How diagram illustrative of an archive data 
retrieval routine implemented by a data archive server in 
accordance With the present invention; and 

FIG. 9 is a How diagram illustrative of a data archive 
management routine implemented by a data archive server in 
accordance With the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

As described above, aspects of the present invention are 
embodied in a World Wide Web (“WWW”) or (“Web”) site 
accessible via the Internet. As is Well knoWn to those skilled 
in the art, the term “Intemet” refers to the collection of net 
Works and routers that use the Transmission Control Protocol/ 
Internet Protocol (“TCP/IP”) to communicate With one 
another. A representative section of the Internet 20 is shoWn in 
FIG. 1, Where a plurality of local area netWorks (“LANs”) 24 
and a Wide area netWork (“WAN”) 26 are interconnected by 
routers 22. The routers 22 are special purpose computers used 
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4 
to interface one LAN or WAN to another. Communication 
links Within the LANs may be Wireless, tWisted Wire pair, 
coaxial cable, or optical ?ber, While communication links 
betWeen netWorks may utiliZe 56 Kbps analog telephone 
lines, 1 Mbps digital T-l lines, 45 Mbps T-3 lines or other 
communications links knoWn to those skilled in the art. 

Furthermore, computers 28 and other related electronic 
devices can be remotely connected to either the LANs 24 or 
the WAN 26 via a digital communications device, modem and 
temporary telephone, or a Wireless link. It Will be appreciated 
that the Internet 20 comprises a vast number of such inter 
connected netWorks, computers, and routers and that only a 
small, representative section of the Internet 20 is shoWn in 
FIG. 1. 
The Internet has recently seen explosive groWth by virtue 

of its ability to link computers located throughout the World. 
As the Internet has groWn, so has the WWW. As is appreciated 
by those skilled in the art, the WWW is a vast collection of 
interconnected or “hypertext” documents Written in Hyper 
Text Markup Language (“HTML”), or other markup lan 
guages, that are electronically stored at or dynamically gen 
erated by “WWW sites” or “Web sites” throughout the 
Internet. Additionally, client-side softWare programs that 
communicate over the Web using the TCP/IP protocol are part 
of the WWW, such as JAVA® applets, instant messaging, 
e-mail, broWser plug-ins, Macromedia Flash, chat and others. 
Other interactive hypertext environments may include pro 
prietary environments such as those provided in America 
Online or other online service providers, as Well as the “Wire 
less Web” provided by various Wireless netWorking provid 
ers, especially those in the cellular phone industry. It Will be 
appreciated that the present invention could apply in any such 
interactive communication environments; hoWever, for pur 
poses of discussion, the Web is used as an exemplary inter 
active hypertext environment With regard to the present 
invention. 
A Web site is a server/computer connected to the Internet 

that has massive storage capabilities for storing hypertext 
documents and that runs administrative softWare for handling 
requests for those stored hypertext documents as Well as 
dynamically generating hypertext documents. Embedded 
Within a hypertext document are a number of hyperlinks, i.e., 
highlighted portions of text Which link the document to 
another hypertext document possibly stored at a Web site 
elseWhere on the Internet. Each hyperlink is assigned a Uni 
form Resource Locator (“URL”) that provides the name of 
the linked document on a server connected to the Internet. 

Thus, Whenever a hypertext document is retrieved from any 
Web server, the document is considered retrieved from the 
World Wide Web. Known to those skilled in the art, a Web 
server may also include facilities for storing and transmitting 
application programs, such as application programs Written 
in the JAVA® programming language from Sun Microsys 
tems, for execution on a remote computer. LikeWise, a Web 
server may also include facilities for executing scripts and 
other application programs on the Web server itself. 
A remote access user may retrieve hypertext documents 

from the World Wide Web via a Web broWser program. A Web 
broWser, such as Netscape’s NAVIGATOR® or Microsoft’s 
Internet Explorer, is a softWare application program for pro 
viding a user interface to the WWW. Upon request from the 
remote access user via the Web broWser, the Web broWser 
requests the desired hypertext document from the appropriate 
Web server using the URL for the document and the Hyper 
Text Transport Protocol (“HTTP”). HTTP is a higher-level 
protocol than TCP/IP and is designed speci?cally for the 
requirements of the WWW. HTTP runs on top of TCP/IP to 
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transfer hypertext documents and user-supplied form data 
betWeen server and client computers. The WWW browser 
may also retrieve programs from the Web server, such as 
JAVA applets, for execution on the client computer. Finally, 
the WWW broWser may include optional softWare compo 
nents, called plug-ins that run specialiZed functionality 
Within the broWser. 

Referring noW to FIG. 2, an actual embodiment of a data 
archive system 200 formed in accordance With the present 
invention Will be described. In accordance With an illustrative 
embodiment of the present invention, the data archive system 
200 facilitates the customiZation of data archival through the 
use of archive data pro?les created by client computers and 
executed by a data archive server. More speci?cally, the 
archive data pro?les of the present invention facilitate the 
speci?cation of archival parameters, the extraction of data 
from data generating devices, the storage of extracted data in 
data repositories, the retrieval of archived data from the data 
repositories, and the management of archived data Within the 
data repository. HoWever, one skilled in the relevant art Will 
appreciate that the beloW-described data archive system 200 
is illustrative in nature and should not be construed as limit 
ing. Moreover, one skilled in the relevant art Will appreciate 
that some data archival systems formed in accordance With 
the present invention may omit one or more of the above 
mentioned implementations of the data pro?les of the present 
invention. 

With reference noW to FIG. 2, the data archive system 200 
includes a number of premises 202, such as a building, an 
identi?able geographic location, or an identi?able logical 
location on a netWork, that generates data to be archived. In an 
illustrative embodiment of the present invention, the premises 
202 includes a premises server 204 in communication With a 
number of monitoring devices 206 that generate device data. 
A more detailed description of a netWork for communicating 
With monitoring devices, including the use of one or more 
device servers, is found in co-pending US. application Ser. 
No. 10/117,557, entitled SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR 
MANAGING A DEVICE NETWORK and ?led on Apr. 3, 
2002, the disclosure of Which is hereby incorporated by ref 
erence. Moreover, one skilled in the relevant art Will appre 
ciate some or all of the premises 202 Within the data archive 
system 200 may omit the premises server 204. 

In an illustrative embodiment of the present invention, the 
monitoring devices 206 can include one or more biometric 

identi?cation devices, including, but not limited to, voice 
identi?cation devices, image capture devices (e.g., video 
motion capture and still image capture), microphones, ?nger 
print identi?cation devices, retinal identi?cation devices, 
DNA identi?cation devices, and the like. The monitoring 
devices 206 can also include smoke, ?re and carbon monox 
ide detectors. The monitoring devices 206 can further include 
door and WindoW access detectors, glass break detectors, 
motion detectors, audio detectors, metal detectors, explosive 
detectors and/ or infrared detectors. Still further, the monitor 
ing devices 206 may include pressure-sensitive mats orplanar 
surfaces. Still further, the monitoring devices 206 can include 
conventional panic buttons, global positioning satellite 
(“GPS”) locators, other geographic locators, medical indica 
tors, and vehicle information systems. The monitoring 
devices 206 can also be integrated With other existing infor 
mation systems, such as inventory control systems, account 
ing systems, reservation systems, point-of-sale terminals/sys 
tems, and the like. It Will be apparent to one skilled in the 
relevant art that additional or alternative monitoring devices 
206 corresponding to a speci?c monitoring function may be 
practiced With the present invention. Additionally, the device 
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6 
data can include binary, textual, graphical, and any combina 
tion thereof generated by a monitoring device 206. The device 
data can include raW data originating from a monitoring 
device 206 or data processed by the monitoring device 206 
after it is captured, by the premises server 204, or any other 
computing device. 
The data archive system 200 can also include one or more 

data archive servers 210 operable to obtain, execute and man 
age archive data pro?les in accordance With the present inven 
tion. In an illustrative embodiment of the present invention, 
the data archive server 210 may maintain a data archive pro 
?le database 212. Additionally, the data archive server 208 
may also maintain data repositories 214 that are directly 
accessible to the archive server 208. Although only a single 
data archive server 208 is illustrated in FIG. 2, one skilled in 
the relevant art Will appreciate that any number of data archive 
servers 208 may be utiliZed in accordance With the present 
invention, either as separate computing devices or in a dis 
tributed computing device embodiment. 

With continued reference to FIG. 2, the data archive system 
200 may also include a number of client computers 208 
and/or data repositories 214 that are logically remote from a 
premises 202 and/or a data archive server 210. In an actual 
embodiment of the present invention, the various components 
of the data archive system 200 may communicate via a global 
communication netWork, such as Internet 20. Alternatively, 
some or all of the components may communicate via private 
or semi-private communication netWorks. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram depicting an illustrative archi 
tecture for a premises server 204 (FIG. 2). Those of ordinary 
skill in the art Will appreciate that the premises server 204 
includes many more components than those shoWn in FIG. 5. 
HoWever, it is not necessary that all of these generally con 
ventional components be shoWn in order to disclose an illus 
trative embodiment for practicing the present invention. As 
shoWn in FIG. 3, the premises server 204 includes a netWork 
interface 300 for connecting directly to a LAN or a WAN, or 
for connecting remotely to a LAN or WAN. Those of ordinary 
skill in the art Will appreciate that the netWork includes the 
necessary circuitry for such a connection, and is also con 
structed for use With the TCP/IP protocol, the particular net 
Work con?guration of the LAN or WAN it is connecting to, 
and a particular type of coupling medium. The premises 
server 204 may also be equipped With a modem for connect 
ing to the Internet through a point-to-point protocol (“PPP”) 
connection or a serial-line Internet protocol (“SLIP”) connec 
tion as knoWn to those skilled in the art. 
The premises server 204 also includes a processing unit 

302, an optional display 304, a device interface 306 and a 
mass memory 308, all connected via a communication bus, or 
other communication device. The device interface 306 
includes hardWare and softWare components that facilitate 
interaction With a variety of the monitoring devices via a 
variety of communication protocols including TCP/IP, X10, 
digital I/O, RS-232, RS-485 and the like. Additionally, the 
device interface 306 facilitates communication via a variety 
of communication mediums including telephone land lines, 
Wireless netWorks (including cellular, digital and radio net 
Works), cable netWorks and the like. In an actual embodiment 
of the present invention, the device interface 306 is imple 
mented as a layer betWeen the server hardWare and softWare 
applications utiliZed to control the individual monitoring 
devices. It Will be understood by one skilled in the relevant art 
that alternative interface con?gurations may be practiced 
With the present invention. 
The mass memory 308 generally comprises a random 

access memory (“RAM”), a read only (“ROM”), and a per 
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manent mass storage device, such as a hard disk drive, tape 
drive, optical drive, ?oppy disk drive, or combination thereof. 
The mass memory 308 stores an operating system 310 for 
controlling the operation of the premises server. It Will be 
appreciated that this component may comprise a general 
purpose server operating system as is knoWn to those skilled 
in the art, such as UNIX, LINUXTM, or Microsoft WIN 
DOWS NT®. The memory also includes a WWW broWser, 
such as Netscape’s NAVIGATOR® or Microsoft’s Internet 
Explorer broWsers, for accessing the WWW. 

The mass memory 308 also stores program code and data 
for interfacing With various monitoring devices 206 and for 
transmitting the monitoring device data. More speci?cally, 
the mass memory 308 stores a device interface application 
312 in accordance With the present invention for obtaining 
monitoring device data from a variety of devices and for 
manipulating the data for processing. The device interface 
application 312 comprises computer-executable instructions 
Which, When executed by the premises server 204 obtains and 
transmits device data as Will be explained beloW in greater 
detail. The mass memory 308 also stores an output interface 
application program 314 for transmitting processed device 
data to one or more external system components. The opera 
tion of the output interface application 314 Will be described 
in greater detail beloW. It Will be appreciated that these com 
ponents may be stored on a computer-readable medium and 
loaded into the memory of the premises server using a drive 
mechanism associated With the computer-readable medium, 
such as a ?oppy, CD-ROM, DVD-ROM drive, or netWork 
drive 300. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram depicting an illustrative archi 
tecture for a client computer 208 (FIG. 2). Those of ordinary 
skill in the art Will appreciate that the client computer includes 
many more components than those shoWn in FIG. 4. HoW 
ever, it is not necessary that all of these generally conventional 
components be shoWn in order to disclose an illustrative 
embodiment for practicing the present invention. 
As shoWn in FIG. 4, the client computer 208 may include a 

modem 400 for connecting to an Internet service provider 
through a PPP or SLIP connection as knoWn to those skilled 
in the art. The modem 400 may utiliZe a telephone link, cable 
link, Wireless link, Digital Subscriber Line or other types of 
communication links knoWn in the art. The client computer 
208 may also include a netWork interface 402 for connecting 
directly to a LAN or a WAN, or for connecting remotely to a 
LAN or WAN. Those of ordinary skill in the art Will appre 
ciate that the modem 400, or netWork interface 402, includes 
the necessary circuitry for such a connection, and is also 
constructed for use With various communication protocols, 
such as the TCP/IP protocol, the Internet Inter-ORB Protocol 
(“IIOP”), X25 and the like. The modem 400 may utiliZe the 
communication protocol of the particular netWork con?gura 
tion of the LAN or WAN it is connecting to, and a particular 
type of coupling medium. 

The client computer 208 also includes a processing unit 
404, a display 406, and a memory 408. The memory 408 
generally comprises a RAM, a ROM, and a permanent mass 
storage device, such as a hard disk drive, tape driver, optical 
drive, ?oppy disk drive, CD-ROM, DVD-ROM, or removable 
storage drive. The memory 408 stores an operating system 
410 for controlling the operation of the client computer 208. 
The memory 408 also includes a WWW broWser 412, such as 
Netscape’s NAVIGATOR® or Microsoft’s INTERNET 
EXPLORER® broWser, for accessing other components of 
the data archive system 200 via the WWW. 

It Will be appreciated that these components may be stored 
on a computer-readable medium and loaded into memory 408 
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8 
of the computing device using a drive mechanism associated 
With the computer-readable medium, such as a ?oppy disk 
drive, CD-ROM, DVD-ROM drive, or netWork interface 402. 
The memory 408, display 406, netWork interface 402, modern 
400 are all connected to the processor 404 via a bus. Other 
peripherals may also be connected to the processor in a simi 
lar manner. Additionally, one skilled in the relevant art Will 
appreciate that the client computer 208 may be embodied in a 
variety of computing devices including desktop personal 
computers, server computers, hand-held computers, personal 
digital assistants, mobile communication devices, and the 
like. Still further, the client computer 208 may be embodied as 
a stand-alone computing device, or may be emulated in a 
general purpose-computing device having several functions. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram depicting an illustrative archi 
tecture for a data archive server 210 (FIG. 2). Those of ordi 
nary skill in the art Will appreciate that the data archive server 
210 includes many more components then those shoWn in 
FIG. 5. HoWever, it is not necessary that all of these generally 
conventional components be shoWn in order to disclose an 
illustrative embodiment for practicing the present invention. 
As shoWn in FIG. 6, the data archive server 210 includes a 

netWork interface 500 for connecting directly to a LAN or a 
WAN, or for connecting remotely to a LAN or WAN. Those of 
ordinary skill in the art Will appreciate that the netWork inter 
face 500 includes the necessary circuitry for such a connec 
tion, and is also constructed for use With the TCP/IP protocol, 
the particular netWork con?guration of the LAN or WAN it is 
connecting to, and a particular type of coupling medium. The 
data archive server 210 may also be equipped With a modem 
for connecting to the Internet 20. 
The data archive server 210 also includes a processing unit 

502, an optional display 504 and a mass memory 506, all 
connected via a communication bus, or other communication 
device. The mass memory 506 generally comprises a RAM, 
ROM, and a permanent mass storage device, such as a hard 
disk drive, tape drive, optical drive, ?oppy disk drive, or 
combination thereof. The mass memory 506 stores an oper 
ating system 508 for controlling the operation of the central 
server. It Will be appreciated that this component may com 
prise a general-purpose server operating system. 
The mass memory 506 also stores program code and data 

for interfacing With the premises devices and data repositories 
to accept incoming and archived data, for processing the 
device data and for outputting data for archiving and respon 
sive to archive data requests. More speci?cally, the mass 
memory 506 stores an input interface application 510 in 
accordance With the present invention for obtaining data from 
a variety of monitoring devices 206 and for communicating 
With various data repositories 214. The input interface appli 
cation 510 comprises computer-executable instructions 
Which, When executed by the data archive server 210, inter 
faces With the premises server 204 and data repositories 214 
as Will be explained beloW in greater detail. The mass 
memory 506 also stores a data processing application 512 for 
obtaining archive data pro?les, for processing monitoring 
device data in accordance With archive data pro?les and for 
processing archive data requests. The operation of the data 
processing application 512 Will be described in greater detail 
beloW. The mass memory 506 further stores an output inter 
face application 514 for outputting monitoring device data to 
a speci?ed data repository 214. The output interface applica 
tion 514 is further operable to output archived data in 
response to a request from a client computer 208. The opera 
tion of the output interface application 514 Will be described 
in greater detail beloW. It Will be appreciated that these com 
ponents may be stored on a computer-readable medium and 
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loaded into the memory of the central server using a drive 
mechanism associated With the computer-readable medium. 

Generally described, the present invention facilitates the 
collection, archiving and maintenance of data. In an illustra 
tive embodiment of the present invention, a user, through a 
client computer 208, generates archive pro?les that specify 
various archival parameters. The archive pro?les are stored 
and executed by the data archive server 210 to collect moni 
toring device data and forWard the data to a designated data 
repository 214. The archive pro?les can further be utiliZed to 
process client computer 208 requests for archived data. Addi 
tionally, the archive pro?les can be utiliZed to maintain the 
archived data in the data repositories 214. 

With reference noW to FIGS. 6A and 6B, a routine 600 for 
the creation of archive data pro?les Will be described. With 
reference to FIG. 6A, at block 602, the input interface appli 
cation 510 of the data archive server 210 obtains a selection of 
a monitoring device 206 corresponding to the data to be 
archived. In an illustrative embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the data archive server 210 may provide one or more 
graphical user interfaces that can be generated by the WWW 
broWser 412 of the client computer 208. The graphical user 
interface may provide users With a list of available monitoring 
devices such that a user can manipulate the graphical user 
interface to select a particular monitoring device 206 or group 
of devices. The graphical user interface may also provide 
additional forms of security authoriZation to determine 
Whether a particular user has adequate authority to generate 
and/ or modify an archive pro?le. 
At block 604, the input interface application 510 obtains 

monitoring device collection attributes. In an illustrative 
embodiment of the present invention, the monitoring device 
collection attributes can include time relation attributes, such 
as the days of the Week or time periods Within a day to collect 
data. Monitoring device collection attributes can also include 
conditional attributes that establish thresholds for archiving 
data. For example, a condition attribute may dictate that data 
from a particular premises should be collected upon the 
detection of motion. Other monitoring device collection 
attributes can include a speci?cation that any data generated 
by a particular monitoring device, such as a computer usage 
netWork, should be archived. One skilled in the relevant art 
Will appreciate that other collection attributes may be speci 
?ed. 

At block 606, the input interface application 510 obtains 
monitoring device data archival attributes. In an illustrative 
embodiment of the present invention, the data archival pro?le 
can include a speci?cation for collecting monitoring device 
data prior to being archived. In one aspect, the data archival 
pro?le may include a time speci?c speci?cation. For 
example, the data archival pro?le may dictate that a speci?c 
monitoring device data be archived once every Week. In 
another aspect, the data archival pro?le may include a thresh 
old speci?c speci?cation. For example, the data archival pro 
?le may dictate that a certain minimum amount of data, 1 
Megabyte of data, should be collected prior to being archived. 
One skilled in the relevant art Will appreciate that other col 
lection speci?cations may be speci?ed. 

In an actual embodiment of the present invention, addi 
tional archival data may be collected during the creation of the 
archival pro?le. In one aspect, the input interface application 
510 may collect archival data retention data. In another 
aspect, the input interface application 510 may collect archi 
val retrieval data such as security authorization data. In still 
another aspect, the input interface application 510 may col 
lect archival data display information utiliZed by the output 
interface application 514 to transmit archived data. One 
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10 
skilled in the relevant art Will appreciate that the data archive 
pro?le may include any combination of data and may include 
additional or alternative data. 
At decision block 608, a test is conducted to determine 

Whether any additional monitoring devices are to be included 
the archive pro?le. In an illustrative embodiment of the 
present invention, a single data archive may correspond to 
multiple monitoring devices. Additionally, in one embodi 
ment, a data archive may be more data speci?c and apply to a 
group of monitoring devices 206, or all the monitoring 
devices in the data archive system 200. If additional monitor 
ing devices are selected, the routine 600 returns to block 602. 
Alternatively, the routine 600 proceeds to block 610. 

At block 610, the input interface application 510 obtains a 
speci?cation of speci?c data repository 214 to archive the 
data. In an illustrative embodiment of the present invention, 
the repository may be selected by manipulating the graphical 
user interface. In one embodiment, each data repository 214 
provided to the user may be illustrated as a “virtual” reposi 
tory such that all the possible repositories may be represented 
as being in a central facility. In another embodiment of the 
present invention, the graphical user interface may only high 
light data repositories 214 that are capable of accepting the 
archive data. Additionally, one or more data repositories may 
be speci?ed as a default repository. At block 612, the data 
processing application 512 evaluates Whether the speci?ed 
repository 214 is available and has suf?cient capacity to 
handle the data archives. In an illustrative embodiment of the 
present invention, the evaluation of the selection may be 
based on an estimated amount of data to be collected. Alter 
natively, the evaluation may be based on Whether the reposi 
tory has a threshold amount of available storage space. In one 
embodiment, segments of data may be archived in tWo or 
more speci?ed repositories 214 according to the archive pro 
?le to provide selective replication of archived data. 

With reference to FIG. 6B, at decision block 614, a test is 
conducted to determine Whether the selected repository is 
available. If the selected repository is not available, an error is 
reported at block 616 and the routine 600 returns to block 602 
(FIG. 6A). Alternatively, the routine 600 may return to block 
610 for a speci?cation of another repository 214 after the 
reporting of an error at block 616. If the repository is avail 
able, at block 616, the archive data pro?le is stored in the data 
archive database 212. In an illustrative embodiment of the 
present invention, the output interface application 514 may 
generate a summary of the data archive via a Web page. At 
block 620, the routine 600 terminates. 

With reference noW to FIG. 7, a routine 700 for executing 
a data archive pro?le for incoming monitoring device data 
Will be explained. At block 702, a data archive pro?le corre 
sponding to the incoming monitoring device data is obtained. 
In an illustrative embodiment of the present invention, the 
data processing application 512 may obtain data archive pro 
?les that correspond to speci?c monitoring devices or that 
correspond to different types of incoming data. For example, 
the data processing application may maintain one or more 
tables for correlating speci?c data archive pro?les to different 
types of data, data from speci?c monitoring devices, data 
coming in from a speci?c time, and the like. At block 704, the 
input interface application 510 extracts device state log data 
from the monitoring device 204. In an illustrative embodi 
ment of the present invention, monitoring device data can 
include log data indicating the status of the monitoring device 
such as on, off, standby, and the time of data. Additionally, the 
log data can include data indicating textual data indicating 
levels of sensors, values recorded (user identi?cation num 
bers), and the like. At block 706, the archive log state is 
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purged from the monitoring device 204. At block 708, the 
input interface application 510 obtains other device data from 
the monitoring devices. In an illustrative embodiment of the 
present invention, other device data can include video images, 
audio images, and the like. At block 710, the other device data 
is purged from the monitoring device 204. 
At block 712, the state log data and other device data is 

appended to the designated repository 214. In an illustrative 
embodiment of the present invention, the data processing 
application 512 may process the extracted data according to 
the data archive pro?le prior to the output interface applica 
tion 514 forwarding the data to the designated data repository 
214. In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, 
data to be archived is converted to extensible markup lan 
guage (“XML”) prior to storage. As is knoWn to those skilled 
in the art, conversion to XML format enables the data to be 
retrieved or displayed by other applications. In an actual 
embodiment, values are extracted from a data record and 
?attened (changed from tWo-dimensional table record into 
one-dimensional text. These ?at-?les are converted to XML 
and archived. In one embodiment, the data processing appli 
cation 512 may ?lter the data according to the data archive 
pro?le to selectively process the data being transferred to the 
repository. Additionally the data processing application 512 
may further process the data, such as through a data normal 
iZation or compression process for long term storage in the 
data repository 214. In an illustrative embodiment, data is 
compressed using a ZIP compression format and converted to 
a ZIP ?le prior to storage in a database. In a still further 
embodiment, the data to be forWarded to the designated 
repository includes authentication data, Which may include 
the addition of data (as in a Watermark) or a checksum value 
to verify contents. At block 714, the data archive pro?le is 
updated. In an illustrative embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the update can include log data and the Whether the 
archival Was successful. At block 716, the routine 700 termi 
nates. 

With reference noW to FIG. 8, an archive ?le access routine 
800 implemented by the data archive server 210 Will be 
explained. At block 802, an archive data pro?le is obtained. In 
an illustrative embodiment of the present invention, a client 
computer 208 may request archival data. The data processing 
application 512 may obtain archive pro?les that correspond to 
the type of data being requested and the monitoring device 
206 that generated the data. At block 804, the data processing 
application 512 obtains the data archival parameters speci?ed 
in the archive data pro?le. 
At block 806, the input interface application 510 obtains 

the archived data from the designated data repository 214. In 
an illustrative embodiment of the present invention, the data 
processing application 512 may have to process the archived 
data, Which may have been encrypted or compressed for ease 
of storage. At block 808, the data processing application 512 
?lters the archived data. In one embodiment, the data process 
ing application 512 ?lters the archived data according to one 
or more criteria speci?ed in the request for archived data. In 
another embodiment, the data processing application 512 
?lters the archived data according to one or more criteria 
speci?ed in the data archive pro?le. For example, the data 
archive pro?le may specify security requirements for vieWing 
the data. In another example, the data archived may also be 
processed according to criteria speci?ed in the data archive 
pro?le. For example, the data may be processed such that it is 
designated as read only. In a still further example, the check 
sum is applied to the archived data to authenticate contents. 
At block 810, the output interface application 514 outputs 

the archived data to be displayed to the user at the client 
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12 
computer 208. In one embodiment of the present invention, 
the data may be displayed to the user as a series of static 

hypertext markup language (“HTML”) Web pages. For 
example, textual archived data may be display as individual 
lines Within a page. Each line may represent an individual 
entry from the monitoring device 206. Graphical or audio 
data may also be represented on the static HTML pages as 
hyperlinks that link the user to the ?le. In another embodi 
ment of the present invention, the data may be displayed to the 
user as a stream of audio, video and textual data. In this 
embodiment, the client computer 208 may display a moving 
stream of textual and non-textual data. The user can be pre 
sented With traditional control buttons on the user interface 
that can control the speed and direction of the stream. The 
stream can be paused, repeated and stopped to alloW the data 
to be processed. 

At decision block 812, a test is conducted to determine 
Whether the retrieved archive data should be retained. If the 
data should not be retained, the routine 800 terminates at 
block 818. If the data is to be retained, at block 814, the output 
interface application 514 transfers the extracted data to a 
location speci?ed in the request. For example, the data may be 
transferred to a storage media, such as a local hard drive, print 
media, netWork data ?le, and the like as designated by the 
client computer 208. At block 816, the data processing appli 
cation 814 deletes the retrieved data from the data repository 
204. One skilled in the relevant art Will appreciate that the 
deletion may be omitted. At block 818, the routine 800 ter 
minates. 

With reference noW to FIG. 9, a routine 900 implemented 
by the data archive server 210 for archival management Will 
be described. At block 902, the input interface application 512 
obtains an archival pro?le. In an illustrative embodiment of 
the present invention, the archival pro?les may be selected 
that correspond to a particular data repository 214. For 
example, the data processing application 512 may select a 
data repository after the expiration of a given period of time. 
Alternatively, the selection of the archival pro?le may corre 
spond to a particular data type or a particular monitoring 
device 206. At block 904, the data processing application 512 
evaluates the archive status. In an illustrative embodiment of 
the present invention, the evaluation of the archive status can 
include a timing aspect dictating a time period in Which to 
purge archived data. In one embodiment, after a designated 
time period has elapsed, archived data may be systematically 
“thinned.” In an illustrative embodiment, after thirty days of 
storage, archived video data may be thinned at a rate of an 
exemplary one frames per second. After an additional time 
period or periods, additional frames of data may be thinned 
until a desired base level of archival is reached, Which may 
result in the purging of all data or the retention of a minimum 
amount of data. In another embodiment, the evaluation of the 
archive status can include a memory usage aspect dictating a 
threshold amount of memory in Which to purge archived data. 
One skilled in the relevant art Will appreciate that additional 
or alternative aspects may also be included in the evaluation 
of the archive status. 

At decision block 906, a test is conducted to determine 
Whether a purge is required. If a purge is not required, the 
routine 900 proceeds to block 912, Where the routine 900 
terminates. If a purge is required, at block 908, the data 
processing application 512 purges the data archive. At block 
910, the data processing application 512 updates the archive 
pro?le corresponding to the purged archived data. At block 
912, the routine 900 terminates. In an alternative embodiment 
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of the present invention, the output interface application 514 
may output reports indicating the results of the management 
routine 900. 

While illustrative embodiments of the invention have been 
illustrated and described, it Will be appreciated that various 
changes can be made therein Without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention. 

The embodiments of the invention in Which an exclusive 
property or privilege is claimed are de?ned as folloWs: 

1. In a system including monitoring devices generating 
monitoring device data, an archive server processing the 
archival of monitoring device data and a client computer, a 
method of selectively archiving monitoring device data based 
on an archival pro?le, the method comprising: 

obtaining incoming monitoring device data, Wherein the 
incoming monitoring device data is characterized by one 
or more archival attributes; 

obtaining an archival pro?le for selectively archiving the 
incoming monitoring device data; 

determining Whether the archival pro?le is associated With 
one or more archival attributes of the incoming monitor 
ing device data; 

if the archival pro?le is associated With one or more archi 
val attributes: 
processing the incoming monitoring device data having 

one or more archival attributes that match the archived 

pro?le into a compressed format; and 
selectively storing the incoming monitoring device data 

in the compressed format on a storage medium; 
Wherein the archival attribute from Which the archival pro 

?le selectively stores incoming monitoring device data 
is one selected from the group of ?le type, monitoring 
device identi?er, and monitoring device type that col 
lected the incoming monitoring device data. 

2. The method as recited in claim 1, Wherein the archival 
pro?le corresponds to a user archival attribute. 

3. The method as recited in claim 1, Wherein the archival 
pro?le corresponds to an event archival attribute. 

4. The method as recited in claim 1, Wherein the monitoring 
device data includes device state information and device 
information and Wherein processing the incoming monitor 
ing device data includes processing the device state informa 
tion according to a device state portion of the archival pro?le 
and processing the device information according to a device 
information portion of the archival pro?le. 

5. The method as recited in claim 4, Wherein the device 
state information can include data selected from a group 
consisting of a status of a monitoring device, a time of day, 
value for one or more sensors associated With the monitoring 
device, a premises identi?er, and a user identi?er. 

6. The method as recited in claim 4, Wherein the device 
information includes video data. 

7. The method as recited in claim 4, Wherein the device 
information includes audio data. 

8. The method as recited in claim 1, Wherein processing the 
incoming monitoring device includes ?ltering the incoming 
monitoring device data. 

9. The method as recited in claim 1, Wherein processing the 
incoming monitoring device data includes normalizing the 
incoming monitoring device data. 

10. The method as recited in claim 1, Wherein processing 
the incoming monitoring device data includes converting the 
incoming monitoring device data into one-dimensional XML 
format. 

11. The method as recited in claim 1, Wherein processing 
the incoming monitoring device includes transforming the 
incoming monitoring device data. 

12. The method as recited in claim 1, Wherein the system 
includes multiple data repositories and Wherein processing 
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14 
the incoming monitoring device data includes archiving the 
incoming monitoring device data in a plurality of separate 
data repositories. 

13. The method as recited in claim 1, Wherein processing 
the incoming monitoring device data includes selectively rep 
licating at least a portion of the incoming monitoring device 
data betWeen separate data repositories. 

14. The method as recited in claim 13, Wherein the system 
includes multiple data repositories and Wherein processing 
the monitoring device data includes selectively replicating at 
least a portion of the incoming monitoring device data in at 
least tWo data repositories. 

15. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising 
updating an archival pro?le log corresponding to the selective 
processing and storage of the incoming monitoring device 
data. 

16. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising: 
obtaining a request for retrieval of archived data; 
obtaining an archival pro?le corresponding to the archived 

data; 
processing the archival pro?le to retrieve archived data 

from a repository; and 
returning the archived data according to the data request. 
17. The method as recited in claim 16, Wherein processing 

the archival pro?le to retrieve archived data from a repository 
includes obtaining archival retrieval parameters and deter 
mining Whether the archival request satis?es the archival 
retrieval parameters. 

18. The method as recited in claim 16, further comprising 
processing the retrieved archived data prior to returning the 
data according to the request. 

19. The method as recited in claim 18, Wherein processing 
the retrieved archived data includes decompressing the 
archived data. 

20. The method as recited in claim 18, Wherein processing 
the retrieved archived data includes transforming the archived 
data. 

21. The method as recited in claim 16, Wherein returning 
the archived data includes generating vieWable display 
screens including the retrieved archived data. 

22. The method as recited in claim 21, Wherein the vieW 
able display screens include one or more static display 
screens. 

23. The method as recited in claim 21, Wherein the vieW 
able display screens includes a stream of display screens. 

24. The method as recited in claim 16, further comprising 
deleting the archived data from a data repository once the 
archived data has been returned. 

25. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising 
obtaining an archival component for each data repository; and 
managing archived data Within each repository according the 
archival pro?le. 

26. The method as recited in claim 25, Wherein managing 
archived data Within each repository includes deleting a por 
tion of the archived data on a per time basis. 

27. The method as recited in claim 26, Wherein the archived 
data is video frame data and Wherein deleting a portion of the 
data on a per time basis includes deleting a number of frames 
of the archived data over a period of time. 

28. The method as recited in claim 25, Wherein managing 
archived data includes purging archived data from each data 
repository. 

29. A computer-readable medium having computer-ex 
ecutable instructions for selectively archiving monitoring 
device data based on an archival pro?le, the instructions per 
forming a method of: 

obtaining incoming monitoring device data, Wherein the 
incoming monitoring device data is characterized by one 
or more archival attributes; 
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obtaining an archival pro?le for selectively archiving the 
incoming monitoring device data; 

determining Whether the archival pro?le is associated With 
one or more archival attributes of the incoming monitor 
ing device data; 

if the archival pro?le is associated With one or more archi 
val attributes: 
processing the incoming monitoring device data having 

one or more archival attributes that match the archived 
pro?le into a compressed format; and 

selectively storing the incoming monitoring device data 
in the compressed format on a storage medium; 

Wherein the archival attribute from Which the archival pro 
?le selectively stores incoming monitoring device data 
is one selected from the group of ?le type, monitoring 
device identi?er, and monitoring device type that col 
lected the incoming monitoring device data. 

30. A computer system including a processor, a memory 
and an operating environment, the computer system operable 
to perform the method recited in claim 29. 

31. In a system including monitoring devices generating 
monitoring device data, an archive server processing the 
archival of monitoring device data and a client computer, a 
method for generating an archival pro?le, the method com 
prising; 

generating a display corresponding to the creation of an 
archival pro?le; 

obtaining a user speci?cation of at least one archival 
attribute for selectively archiving incoming monitoring 
device data; 

storing an archival pro?le that corresponds to the user 
speci?cation of the at least one archival attribute; 

obtaining incoming monitoring device data, Wherein the 
incoming monitoring device data is characterized by one 
or more archival attributes; 

obtaining the archival pro?le representing the user speci 
?cation for selectively archiving the incoming monitor 
ing device data; 

determining Whether the archival pro?le is associated With 
one or more archival attributes of the incoming monitor 
ing device data; 

if the archival pro?le is associated With one or more archi 
val attributes: 
processing the incoming monitoring device data having 

one or more archival attributes that match the archival 
pro?le into a compressed format according to the 
archival pro?le; and 

selectively storing the incoming monitoring device data 
in a compressed format on a storage medium. 

32. The method as recited in claim 31, Wherein the display 
includes a display of available monitoring device archival 
attributes to be included in the archival pro?le. 

33. The method as recited in claim 31, further comprising 
obtaining security authorization prior to obtaining a user 
speci?cation of the at least one archival attribute to be 
included in the archival pro?le. 

34. The method as recited in claim 31, Wherein the display 
includes a display of time relation archival attributes. 

35. The method as recited in claim 31, Wherein the display 
includes a display of conditional attributes to be included in 
the archival pro?le, Wherein the conditional attribute must be 
satis?ed to archive data. 

36. The method as recited in claim 31, Wherein the display 
includes a display of conditional attributes to be included in 
the archival pro?le, Wherein the conditional attribute must not 
be satis?ed to archive data. 

37. The method as recited in claim 31, further comprising 
verifying repository availability prior to storing the archival 
pro?le. 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

16 
38. The method as recited in claim 31, Wherein the moni 

toring device data includes device state information and 
device information and the display includes a selection of 
device state information archival attributes to be included in 
the archival pro?le. 

39. The method as recited in claim 38, Wherein the device 
state information includes data selected from a group consist 
ing of a status of a monitoring device, a time of day, value for 
one or more sensors associated With the monitoring device, a 
premises identi?er, and a user identi?er. 

40. The method as recited in claim 38, Wherein the moni 
toring device data includes device information and Wherein 
the display includes a selection of device information to be 
included in the archival pro?le. 

41. The method as recited in claim 40, Wherein the device 
information includes video images. 

42. The method as recited in claim 38, Wherein the system 
includes multiple data repositories and Wherein the user 
speci?cation includes archiving the incoming monitoring 
device data in a number of data repositories. 

43. The method as recited in claim 38, Wherein the user 
speci?cation includes selectively replicating at least a portion 
of the incoming monitoring device data. 

44. The method as recited in claim 43, further comprising 
multiple data repositories and Wherein the user speci?cation 
includes selectively replicating at least a portion of the incom 
ing monitoring device data in at least tWo data repositories. 

45. The method as recited in claim 31, further comprising 
displaying a number of archival retrieval parameters and 
obtaining at least one archival retrieval parameter to be 
included in the archival pro?le. 

46. The method as recite in claim 31, further comprising 
displaying a number of archival management parameters and 
obtaining at least one archival management parameter to be 
included in the archival pro?le. 

47. A computer-readable medium having computer-ex 
ecutable instructions for generating an archival pro?le, the 
instructions performing the method of: 

generating a display corresponding to the creation of an 
archival pro?le; 

obtaining a user speci?cation of at least one archival 
attribute for selectively archiving incoming monitoring 
device data; 

storing an archival pro?le that corresponds to the user 
speci?cation of the at least one archival attribute; 

obtaining incoming monitoring device data, Wherein the 
incoming monitoring device data is characterized by one 
or more archival attributes; 

obtaining the archival pro?le representing the user speci 
?cation for selectively archiving the incoming monitor 
ing device data; 

determining Whether the archival pro?le is associated With 
one or more archival attributes of the incoming monitor 
ing device data; 

if the archival pro?le is associated With one or more archi 
val attributes: 
processing the incoming monitoring device data having 

one or more archival attributes that match the archival 
pro?le into a compressed format according to the 
archival pro?le; and 

selectively storing the incoming monitoring device data 
in a compressed format on a storage medium. 

48. A computer system including a processor, a memory 
and an operating environment, the computer system operable 
to perform the method recited in claim 47. 
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