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Mr. Richard Walter
July 2, 2023
Page 2

Also on page 76 of your deposition, the following exchange occurs:

Line 13: Q. Okay. So essentially you were a lab runner?
Line 14: A. Yeah. Yeah. | worked seven days a week at a low wage, but the
experience was worth very much to me.

We are concerned that the apparent discrepancies between the information you supplied in
support of you application for reinstatement and your sworn statements in the quoted deposition
are in violation of the AAFS Code of Ethics and Conduct with which you agreed to comply by
signing your application on January 25, 1988:

“1. Every member of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences shall avoid any material
misrepresentation of training, experience, or area of expertise.”

The Committee invites you to respond to these allegations. You have 30 business days to do so.
Sincerely,

AAFS ETHICS COMMITTEE

John J. Lentini, Chair
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RICHARD D. WALTER
425 Lake Avenue
Montrose, Pennsylvania 18801
riwalter@epix.net

August 8, 2023

John J. Lentini, Chair

AAFS Ethics Committee

American Academy of Forensic Sciences
410N 21%* 8t.

Colorado Springs, CO 80904

Via email: scientific.fire@yahoo.com

Dear Mr. Lentini,

Thank you for the opportunity to clear the air of the egregious falsehoods in the New York
magazine story by David Garvey Herbert, “The Case of the Fake Sherlock,” which violates long-
held journalistic standards of truth-seeking including use of questionable anonymous sources and
outright fabrications. As a proud member of the AAFS for more than thirty years, one is eager to
answer the Ethics Committee’s questions to swiftly resolve this matter. Regarding your
questions:

1. My work with Michigan prisoners. Please note that the New York magazine story did not
“deny” (“to declare (something) to be untrue,” Merriam-Webster) the truth of my statement
about control over inmate showers and food, per the complaint. The magazine “disputed” my
statement (“‘to call into question or cast doubt upon™), using an anonymous source and innuendo
(“hint, insinuation...”), including a fact-free allusion to the Hollywood movie The Shawshank
Redemption, to claim that food loaf in Michigan was “not in real life.” The facts are otherwise.
(See below, documents 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, an affidavit and Michigan Department of Corrections
(MDOC) Policy Directives on Offender Meals and Food Quality Assurance documenting the
permitted use of “food loaf” for unmanageable inmates from 1977 to the present day).

[ was the head psychologist at the Michigan Intensive Program Center (MIPC), responsible for
the treatment, rehabilitation, and control of the 88 “most dangerous,

assaultive, and anti-social convicts in Michigan,” for most of my time there (1978-86; see
Documents 1 and 2, United Press International, and Document 3, Richard D. Walter CV, p. 1, 2,
3). The use of food loaf was one of many behavioral modification methods to manage highly
disruptive inmates. The MICP was the highest maximum-security prison of the MDOC. It was
built on the grounds of the old Marquette Branch Prison after deadly prison riots in Jackson and
Marquette and the takeover of Marquette prison by violent inmates in 1973.
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Surgeons, Psychiatrists, and Psychologists from the United Kingdom at the University of Dundee
(Scotland) Medical School, the first of three workshops we conducted there. (CV, p. 6, 8). We
did a workshop together for the AAFS on “Deadly Paraphilia’s” in New York in February 1997
(CV, p. 9), and another AAFS workshop on February 20, 2001 on “Violent Sexual Offenses-Past
& Present A Call for a Multidisciplinary Understanding and Prevention of Fantasy Driven Serial
and Sexual Crimes.” (CV, p. 10).

Dr. Richard Shepherd, the British forensic pathologist and AAFS member, described in his
bestselling 2021 book, The Seven Ages of Death, how (contrary to New York) 1 helped solve a
case with Scotland Yard, and he wrote, “Richard Walter was a founding member of the
exclusive Vidocq Society...He has also been involved with the FBI analysis of serial murderers.
He was and is one of America’s foremost forensic psychologists.” (Shepherd, Dr. Richard, The
Seven Ages of Death: Britain’s Top Forensic Psychologist Reveals the Hidden Lives of the Dead,
p. 74, 75. Published by Penguin Michael Joseph, 2021; Penguin Books, 2022).

Please see Document 11a: Dr. Shepherd’s statement attesting to our lectures together at the
Metropolitan Police and his attendance of lectures by me and Ressler. Ressler, like most of the
first FBI profilers from my generation, has died. My copy of his book, Whoever Fights
Monsters: My Twenty Years of Tracking Serial Killers for the FBI, (New York, St. Martin’s
Press, 1993), is inscribed, “To Richard Walter, my good friend and fellow monster slayer.”

4. Graduate degree. The June 30, 2022 deposition lasted eight hours. I was extremely fatigued,
having recently recovered from a dangerous bout with covid-19. I was also still recovering from
recent lung cancer surgery and a post-operation period where I was unconscious for long periods,
fed only intravenously including fentanyl for five weeks, lost a lot of weight and nearly died.
This caused severe body and mind problems. Finally, after learning to walk again and think
correctly, the Oregon deposition was organized. The deposition was remote, with me and my
attorney in a hotel room in Scranton, PA being deposed on Zoom by a lawyer in Oregon. |
became confused trying to recall exact details at the beginning of my career forty years ago. My
attorney and the plaintiff’s attorney both suggested smoking breaks for me to gather my energy
and compose my memories.

I recall that while working for the Los Angeles County Medical Examiner’s Office as a student
professional worker, I was first exposed to the AAFS and perceived that many people in the
Academy had high degrees. | thought it wise to go to school (Cal State L.A. in Criminology),
and began studying for a Phd with Robert Morneau, a professor of criminal justice and former
FBI agent. Shortly afterward, the MSU Alumni letter published a job opening as a psychologist
in the MDOC at Marquette Prison. Seeing no room for advancement at the coroner’s office, 1
applied and was hired, making a Ph.D unnecessary. I stayed with the MDOC for 21 years. In the
intervening decades [ have no memory of studying for a terminal degree at MSU, but in any case
that is incorrect.

5. Student professional work at the Los Angeles County Medical Examiner’s office. There is
neither discrepancy in my statements nor misrepresentation of my training and expertise. Please
see Document 12, a motion for summary judgement filed by an assistant district attorney in
Drake v. Portuondo, United States District Court for the Western District of New York, that
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“Forensic Profiling: Reclaiming Old Shadows”, co-presented with Frank Bender at the AAFS, 1990,
Annual Meeting, Odontology Section.

“Murdered with a Hidden Clue for Identity”, presented at the AAFS, 1990, Annual Meeting,
Odontology Section.

“Wilding” and “Satanism vs. Sadistic Acting-Out”, presented at “Youth Crime and Leisure Time:
Making the Connection”, United Community Services of Metropolitan Detroit, April 18, 1990.

Crime Assessment and Profile of Arsonist Florencia Gooding, prepared for “America’s Most
Wanted”, Washington, D.C., 1990.

“Psychological Aspects of Autoerotic Death in Contrast to Accidental Fatal Munchausen’s
Syndrome”. Unpublished. Presented at the Association of Police-Surgeons of Great Britain,
Peterborough, England, and May, 1990.

“Personality Profiling”, co-presentation with Robert Ressler at the 12th International Meeting of
Forensic Services (IAFS) in Adelaide, South Australia, October 25, 1990.

“Criminal Personality Profiles and Crime Scene Assessment”, a 4-day workshop from October 30th
through November 2nd, 1990 sponsored by the Association of Australasian and Pacific Area Police
Medical Officers. During this time, a joint session was presented with Robert Ressler and Frank
Bender.

“Forensic Evidence and Bitemarks”, presented at the Association of Australasian and Pacific Area
Police Medical Officers Seventh Biennial Meeting/World Police Medical Officers Second
International Conference in Auckland, New Zealand, November 8th, 1990.

“Satanism vs. Sadism”, presented to the Michigan Constables and Court Officers: Winter

Conference and Training Seminar, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan, December 8,
1990.

“Cults in Parks”, presented to the Parks and Recreation Law Enforcement Institute, Michigan State
University, East Lansing, Michigan, February 15, 1991

“Criminal Personality Profiling and Crime Scene Assessment”, a joint 4-day course co-presented
with Robert Ressler for Police, Police-Surgeons, Psychiatrists, Psychologists from the United
Kingdom at Ninewells Hospital, University of Dundee, Medical School, Dundee, Scotland, May 6-
10, 1991,

“Psychological Profiling: Case Assessments”, a lecture presented to the Tayside Medicolegal
Society in Dundee, Scotland, May 8, 1991.
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“Criminal Personality Profiling and Crime Scene Assessment”, a joint 5-day course with Robert
Ressler presented to police, police-surgeons, psychiatrist, and psychologists at Ninewells Hospital,
University of Dundee, Medical School, Dundee, Scotland, and May 25-29, 1992.

“Rape Profiles” and “Profile of Jack the Ripper”, presented at the Association of Australasian and
Pacific Area Police Medical Officer Biennial Meeting, Hong Kong, October 22-28, 1992.

“Crime Assessment and Profiling”, a 3-day course for police officers and probation workers,
Department of Criminal Justice, Delta Community College, Saginaw, December 1992; January,
March 1993.

“Sadism vs. Satanism”, presented to the Parks and Recreation Law Enforcement Institute, Michigan
State University, East Lansing, Michigan, February 24, 1993.

“Criminal Personality Profiling and Crime Scene Assessment”, a 5-day course with Robert Ressler
presented to police, police surgeons, psychiatrists, psychologists at Ninewells Hospital, University of
Dundee, Medical School, Dundee Scotland, May 17-21, 1993.

“Crime Scene Assessment”, presented to the Metropolitan Police and Associates, London, England,
August 31, 1993.

“The Role of Fantasy in Violent Crime”, presented at World Police Medical Officer’s Association of
Police Surgeons Conference in Clinical Forensic Medicine. The Majestic, Harrogate, England, 2nd -
6th September 1993.

“Women Who Kill”. Presented to Association of Police Surgeons, 43rd Annual Conference,
Bournemouth, England, and May 20, 1994.

“Interview and Interrogation of Violent Sexual Offenders”, sponsored by Delta Community College,
Michigan State Police, Michigan Association of Polygraph Examiners, May 2-3, 1995.

“Crime Scene Assessment”, presented to the Metropolitan Police and Associates, London, England,
May 17, 1995.

“Abused and Happy”, presented at Breakfast Seminar, Association of Police Surgeons, Annual
Conference, Bristol, England, and May 20, 1995.

“Criminal Personality Profiling”, an eight hour training course for individuals working within
Forensic Sciences. Sponsored by Pacific Northwest Forensic Studies, Eugene, Oregon, and June 23,
1995.

“Unsolved Cases”, presented at Parents of Murdered Children, Inc., POMC 9th National Conference,
Detroit, Michigan, and August 18, 1995.

“Three Suicides in a Country Town”, a joint case presentation with Dr. William Ryan, The
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“Crime Scene Assessment Seminar”, Sponsored by the Susquehanna County Coroner for area
Coroner’s, Medical Examiners, Detectives, and Emergency Medical Technician’s, Co-Presented
with Robert Stoud, October 7, 1999.

“Crime Scene Assessment”, A Three-Day Training Course, Multiple Presenter’s, Sponsored by The
Vidocq Society for Philadelphia Area Law Enforcement Personnel, October 19-22, 1999.

Keppel, R.D., & Walter, R.D. (1999) Profiling Killers: A Revised Classification Model for
Understanding Sexual Murder. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative
Criminology, 43 (4), 417-437.

“Psychopaths, presented at the Association of Police Surgeons, 49" Annual Conference, Peebles,
Scotland, May 11-13, 2000.

“Profiling Killers: A revised Classification Model for Understanding Sexual Murder and Case
[lustration and Meta-Sadism versus Clinical Sadism”, presented to The CrimTrac 15" International
Symposium on the Forensic Sciences, Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia, March 5-10, 2000.

“Crime Scene Assessment and Evidence”, presented to the New Jersey Division of the International
Association for Identification, 14" Annual Educational Conference, Cape May, New Jersey, and
October 24™, 2000.

“Violent Sexual Offenses-Past & Present A Call for a Multidisciplinary Understanding and
Prevention of Fantasy Driven Serial and Sexual Crimes”. The participants of the day workshop
included: Robert K. Ressler, Ronald Angelone, Robert Keppel, Reid Meloy, and Richard Walter.
This presentation was before the American Academy of Forensic Sciences on February 20, 2001.

“Crime Assessment and Profiling”, presented to Northeast Homicide Conference in Green Bay
Wisconsin on March 14, 2001.

“Jack the Ripper Case”, presented to the New York Society of Forensic Dentistry at the Medical
Examiners Office in New York City, May 12, 2001.

“Crime Scene Assessment and Personality Profiling”, presented to the Nebraska LECC conference
in Kearney, Nebraska on May 17, 2001.

“Teaching Inmate Risk Assessment, Preventing Suicide and Self-Mutilation”, this two-day program
was presented at four Michigan Prisons, Kinross Correctional Facility, Newberry Correctional
Facility, Marquette Branch Prison, and Baraga Correctional Facility, June 4"-13%, 2001.

“Crime Assessment and Criminal Profiling”, a two-day program presented to Brazoria County Peace
Officers Association, August 16-17. 2001, Lake Jackson, Texas.

“Crime Scene Analysis for Serial and Sexual Murders”, a two-day Cold Case Homicide Seminar
presented The Vidocq Society sponsored by the Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police, The
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“Meta-Sadism vs. Clinical Sadism”, presented at the 3" European Academy of Forensic Science
Meeting, Istanbul, Turkey, on September 26", 2003.

“Crime Assessment and Cold Cases”, presented a 4-hour presentation within the Vidocq Society 3
Day Training for Law Enforcement, sponsored by VOCAL, in Birmingham, Alabama, April 20,
2004.

“Letter from America”. Presented a recently solved Cold Case Murder, at the 53" AFP Annual
Conference, Dublin, Ireland, and May 14, 2004.

“Crime Assessment and Profiling”. The 4-hour presentation was given within the 3-Day lecture
series “Cold Case Homicide Investigations” by the Vidocq Society and sponsored by the Department
of Justice and Ocean County Prosecutors Office, Toms River, New Jersey, October 6, 2004.

“Crime Assessment”. The 3-hour presentation was given within the 1-day lecture and 2-day
working series “old Case Homicide Investigation by the Vidocq Society and sponsored by
V.0.C.A.L., Montgomery, Alabama, April 12-13, 2005.

“Jack the Ripper”. A lecture presented, within a 1-day special conference, to the Royal Society of
Medicine-Clinical Forensic & Legal Medicine Section, London, England, June 16%, 2005.

“Language of Police and Crime, Pre-Crime, Crime and Post-Crime Systems and Profiling Killers”,
this 4-hour presentation was given within the 4-day Homicide 2005 Conference that was sponsored
by the Arizona Homicide Investigators Association and Rocky Mountain Information Network,
Tucson, Arizona, June 20-23, 2005.

“Wrongful Convictions, DNA database, and Forensic Evidence”, a 4-hour panel discussion

including 8 experts, at the 17" meeting of the International Association of Forensic Sciences, Hong
Kong, August 22", 2005.

“Inside the Criminal Mind”, a two hour presentation to the Pennsylvania Association of Licensed
Investigators Meeting, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, October 11, 2005.

“Crime Assessment”, a 4-hour presentation at a 3-day presentation by the Vidocq Society to
Homicide Investigator’s in Reading, Pennsylvania on June 5"-7%, 2006.

“Mental Illness versus Criminal Cleverness”, a two hour presentation at The 19" Annual New York
State Police Col. Henry F. Williams Homicide Seminar, Albany, New York, September 16-21, 2006.

“Crime Assessment”, a 3-hour presentation and two days of case consultation at The Henry C, Lee

Institute of Forensic Science, University of New Haven, New Haven, Connecticut, March 14-16™ "
2007
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U.S. v. State of Mich.

loaf, as described by the policy directive, indicates
its punitive character. It is specifically designed to
prevent the throwing of food, utensils and human
waste by removing the opportunity to engage in
that behavior and also, hopefully, by impressing
inmates with the understanding that extremely
unpleasant results will occur whenever they
engage in the prohibited behavior.”

7 As I understand the theory behind behavior
modification techniques, it is to prevent
repeated instances of negative behavior by
consistently reacting to that behavior in an
unpleasant manner. Thus, the subject is
trained to associate the behavior with the
unpleasant response and will hopefully
avoid the behavior in order to avoid its
consequences. Regardless of its name,
there appears to me to be no difference
between this sort of "treatment" and any

operable definition of "punishment."

Finally, witnesses at the most recent compliance
hearing testified that food loaf was a necessary
measure in order to maintain staff morale within
Defendants'
Memorandum of Law Regarding Food Loaf, at 4.
As Ms. Burke testified, staff subjected to such
repulsive behavior by inmates must be given some

the segregation units. See also,

professionally sanctioned outlet for their very
understandable feelings of anger toward the
misbehaving inmate. Defendants point out in their
brief that, "It is both unrealistic and unreasonable
to expect any human being to maintain
professional detachment under a daily barrage of
food and human waste." /d While I completely
agree that staff must have an immediate, yet
professional, response to this sort of behavior, it

seems to me that this recognition in itself

identifies food loaf as a punishment. The
administration might consider food loaf a
"behavior = modification  device," or an

"administrative measure," but if staff impose it in
order to respond to negative and personally
offensive behavior, as they appear to do, then they
must consider it a punishment. Cf. Molton v. City
of Cleveland, 839 F2d 240 (6th Cir. 1988)

casetext

[2%]

[N

680 F. Supp. 270 (W.D. Mich. 1988)

(whether condition is a punishment depends, in
part, upon the purpose of maintaining that
condition).

Having decided that food loaf is a punishment in
fact, if not in name, the next question is whether
that punishment may be considered cruel and
unusual within the meaning of the Eighth
Amendment. I hold that it may not. Since the
general standards to be employed in discussing
Eighth Amendment issues are well understood,’ 1
#275 see no reason to repeat them at length here.
Turning to the specific issue at hand, it appears to
this Court that the Eighth Amendment requires no
more than that prison officials provide inmates
with a diet which is nutritionally adequate for the
maintenance of normal health. Cunningham v.
Jones, 567 F.2d 653, 656, 660 (6th Cir. 1977)
("deliberate and unnecessary withholding of food
essential to normal health can violate the Eighth
Amendment"). See also Hamm v. DeKalb County,
774 F2d 1567, 1575 (11th Cir. 1985) ("The
Constitution requires that prisoners be provided
‘reasonably adequate food'. . . . The fact that the
food occasionally contains foreign objects or
sometimes is served cold, while unpleasant does
not amount to a constitutional deprivation.");
Ramos v. Lamm, 639 F.2d 559, 571 (10th Cir.
1980), cert. denied, 450 U.S. 1041, 101 S.Ct.
1759, 68 L.Ed.2d 239 (1981); Robles v. Coughlin,
725 F.2d 12, 15 (2d Cir. 1983); Jones v. Diamond,
636 F.2d 1364, 1378 (5th Cir. 1981); Smith v.
Sullivan, 553 F.2d 373, 380 (5th Cir. 1977) ("A
well-balanced  meal, containing  sufficient
nutritional value to preserve health, is all that is
required."). Where food is prepared and served in
a sanitary manner and is nutritionally adequate to
the fact that it is
unappetizing will not, standing alone, state a

maintain normal health,

constitutional claim. See, e.g., Falter v. Veterans
Administration, 632 F. Supp. 196, 210-11 (D.N.J.
1986).

8 See eg., Gregg v. Georgia, 428 U.S. 153,
173, 96 S.Ct. 2909, 2925, 49 L.Ed.2d 859
(1976)

(Punishments  involving  the
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