
AO 91 (Rev. 02/09) Criminal Complaint 

United States District Court 
for the 

Western District of New York 

Case No. 23-mj-1173 

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 

I, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

On or about the date of September 30, 2022, in the County of Erie, in the Western District of New York, the 

defendant did knowingly and willfully making any materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement in any 

matter within the jurisdiction of the executive, legislative, or judicial branch of the Government of the United 

States, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1001(a)(2). 

This Criminal Complaint is based on these facts: 

☒ Continued on the attached sheet.

 Complainant’s signature 
JASON A. KAMMERAAD 
SPECIAL AGENT 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

         Printed name and title 

Sworn to and signed telephonically. 

Date:  November 28, 2023 
Judge’s signature 

HONORABLE JEREMIAH J. MCCARTHY 
City and State:   Buffalo, New York UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE  

           Printed name and title

United States of America 

v. 

GREGORY TROTTER 

Defendant 
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AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
COUNTY OF ERIE  ) SS: 
CITY OF BUFFALO )  

JASON A. KAMMERAAD, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

INTRODUCTION AND AGENT BACKGROUND 

1. I am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”) and have

been so employed since 2017.  I am currently assigned to the Buffalo Field Office.  My 

duties include the investigation of public corruption offenses. As such, I am an investigator 

or law enforcement officer of the United States, within the meaning of Title 18, United 

States Code, Section 2510(7), and I am empowered by law to conduct investigations 

of, and to make arrests for, the offenses enumerated in Title 18, United States Code, 

Section 2516.   Prior to becoming a Special Agent, I was employed as a Sheriff’s Deputy 

for approximately 12 years in Collier County, Florida. 

2. I, along with other agents of the FBI and Homeland Security Investigations

(HSI) have been investigating crimes related to public corruption, bribery, drug trafficking, 

sex trafficking, and witness tampering.  To date, the investigation has resulted in several 

indictments, including a pending Second Superseding Indictment in Case No. 19-CR-227-

LJV, which charges an individual, Peter Gerace Jr. (“Gerace”), with violations of federal law 

Case 1:23-mj-01173-JJM   Document 1   Filed 11/28/23   Page 2 of 42



2 

consisting of:  conspiracy to defraud the United States, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 371 (Count 

2), bribing a public official, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 201(b)(1)(A) and (b)(1)(C) (Count 6), 

maintaining a drug-involved premises, in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 856(a)(1) and 18 U.S.C. § 

2 (Count 7), conspiracy to distribute controlled substances, in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 846 

(Count 8), and conspiracy to commit sex trafficking, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1594(c) 

(Count 9).  See Case No. 19-CR-227, Dkt. No. 89.   

 
3. As set forth in the above-referenced Second Superseding Indictment, the 

investigation and charges include, among other things: drug and sex trafficking activities that 

have occurred in and around Pharaohs Gentlemen’s Club.  

 
4. The information contained in this affidavit is based upon your affiant’s personal 

knowledge as well upon reports, charging documents, and information received from other 

law enforcement officers and agencies and from other law enforcement activities.  Because 

this Affidavit is being submitted for a limited purpose, that is, a probable cause determination, 

I have not presented all of the facts of this investigation to date.  I have set forth only the 

information I believe to be necessary to establish probable cause. 

 
5. This affidavit is submitted in support of a Criminal Complaint charging 

GREGORY TROTTER (“TROTTER”) with violations of Title 18, United States Code, 

Sections 1001(a)(2) (knowingly and willfully making any materially false, fictitious, or 

fraudulent statement in any matter within the jurisdiction of the executive, legislative, or 

judicial branch of the Government of the United States. 
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THE RELEVANT STATUTES 

6. Title 18, United States Code, Section 1001(a)(2) makes it unlawful to 

knowingly and willfully make any materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement in any 

matter within the jurisdiction of the executive, legislative, or judicial branch of the 

Government of the United States.  

 

PROBABLE CAUSE 

BACKGROUND OF INVESTIGATION 

7. On October 31, 2019, a federal grand jury in the Western District of New York 

returned an eleven-count indictment against an individual, Joseph Bongiovanni, for 

violations of Title 21, United States Code, Section 846, and Title 18, United States Code, 

Sections 371, 201(b)(2)(A), 201(b)(2)(C), 1001(a)(2), and 1519.  See Case No. 19-CR-227, 

Doc. No. 1.  The Indictment contained references to, among other things, unindicted 

Coconspirator 1 and Pharaohs Gentlemen’s Club (PGC), located at 999 Aero Drive, 

Cheektowaga, New York.   

 

8. On November 29, 2019, law enforcement applied for and received search 

warrants authorizing the searches of a residence associated with Peter Gerace, Jr. (“Gerace”), 

who was then only referenced as unindicted Coconspirator 1, and PGC.   

 
9. On December 12, 2019, law enforcement executed the search warrants at both 

locations.  Thereafter, there was significant media coverage of these search warrants, 

including about Gerace and PGC. 
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10. The investigation to date has established that Gerace has substantial contacts 

in law enforcement, including at the federal, state, and local level, and with members of the 

judiciary.  The investigation has further determined that Gerace has at times attempted to 

improperly leverage these relationships.  At all times relevant to this Criminal Complaint, it 

was material to the government’s investigation, among other things, to identify: (i) Gerace’s 

relationship with members of law enforcement; (ii) the nature and extent of Gerace’s contacts 

and communications with law enforcement; (iii) members of law enforcement with a personal 

relationship with Gerace; (iv) incidents, matters, investigations, and arrests involving 

members of law enforcement with a relationship with Gerace; (v) incidents, matters, 

investigations, and arrests of individuals with interests adverse to Gerace by members of law 

enforcement with a relationship with Gerace; (vi) members of law enforcement who have 

shared information about incidents, matters, law enforcement sensitive techniques, 

investigations, arrests, and/or any other law enforcement sensitive information with Gerace. 

 

11. In connection with the above investigation, on September 30, 2022, another 

federal law enforcement officer and I interviewed TROTTER.  The purpose of the interview 

was, among other things, to determine the extent of the relationship between TROTTER and 

Gerace. A particular focus of the interview was TROTTER'S involvement in an incident, 

described below, that occurred in the spring of 2019 involving the reported theft of Gerace’s 

watch.  

 

12. On or about March 4, 2019, Gerace filed a police report with the Amherst 

Police Department (APD) regarding a stolen watch.  Gerace reported the watch was allegedly 
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16. The information VICTIM provided was relevant to the ongoing federal

investigation into Gerace and PGC, and investigation that was being conducted before a 

Federal Grand Jury, which would later result in the filing of the Indictment in Case No. 19-

CR-227-JLS, which was a predecessor to the pending Second Superseding Indictment in Case 

No. 19-CR-227. 

17. On or about April 27, 2019, subsequent to the agents’ interview of VICTIM

and other ongoing investigation, Gerace’s cellular telephone was seized pursuant to border 

search authority and obtained by HSI. 

18. Shortly after speaking with federal agents, it appears that VICTIM’S

cooperation with federal agents was discovered and VICTIM was assaulted by a former PGC 

employee and loyal friend of Gerace, Jessica Leyland, who is charged by Criminal Complaint 

with witness tampering for assaulting VICTIM.  See Criminal Complaint 23-mj-5229, which 

is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit 1. 

19. Specifically, in or about July 2019, and after VICTM had provided information

about Gerace and PGC to federal law enforcement, VICTIM was assaulted by Leyland while 

VICTIM was a patron at a local restaurant/bar. While at the restaurant/bar, Leyland 

approached VICTIM and asked if she could speak with VICTIM. Immediately after agreeing 

to speak to Leyland, Leyland told VICTIM that Leyland heard VICTIM was, “talking to 
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the Feds” and “what the fuck is wrong with you?” Leyland then told VICTIM, “I’m going 

to fucking kill you” while simultaneously placing the VICTIM in a “headlock.”1  The 

VICTIM understood these threats and actions as relating to cooperating with the “Feds” 

against Gerace. 

20. The VICTIM later explained to federal agents that the assault on the

VICTIM’s person by Leyland made the VICTIM “nervous.” The VICTIM stated the 

VICTIM felt nervous because the assault by Leyland occurred subsequent to the VICTIM 

providing information to federal law enforcement regarding Gerace’s criminal activity as well 

as Leyland mentioning that the VICTIM was speaking to the “Feds.”  The VICTIM could 

not figure out how, and did not know, how Leyland was aware of the fact that VICTIM spoke 

with federal agents. VICTIM stated that she had not told anyone that she had provided 

information to federal law enforcement. 

21. In the course of the investigation into how information about VICTIM’S

cooperation with federal law enforcement came to be known by Leyland, the FBI’s 

investigation identified TROTTER as a detective of APD with a relationship with Gerace and 

who had been involved in VICTIM’S arrest.   

1 A headlock is defined as placing an arm around someone’s head or neck in an effort to control the person’s 
body and is often used in wrestling matches. A headlock can also be manipulated in such a way as to restrict the 
blood flow from the heart to the brain and causing the individual to pass out and eventually die if circulation of 
blood to the brain is not reestablished. 
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22. As stated above, on September 30, 2022, members of the FBI interviewed 

TROTTER.  During the interview, TROTTER made a series of materially false, fraudulent, 

and fictitious statements that attempted to minimize his relationship with Gerace and his 

involvement in VICTIM’s arrest.   

 

23. During the interview, TROTTER was asked about his relationship with 

Gerace, his involvement with the investigation of Gerace’s allegedly stolen watch, and his 

involvement in the arrest of VICTIM.  TROTTER’S responses in each of the categories of 

inquiry was materially false, fictitious, and fraudulent.   

 

24. For example, TROTTER stated, “I think my last interaction with [Gerace] 

was Jan of 2017.”  TROTTER’S statement was false, fraudulent, and fictitious because, in 

truth and in fact, and as TROTTER then and there well knew, TROTTER had provided 

Gerace with his personal cellphone number2 in December 2018 and thereafter had been in 

communication with Gerace in the days weeks and months leading up to VICTIM’S arrest 

in 2019, including arranging social encounters, as follows: 

 
2 Prior to this point, TROTTER appears to have communicated with Gerace using another phone number or 
numbers. 
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26. Further, TROTTER falsely, fraudulently, and fictitiously disavowed his role 

in the investigation into Gerace’s stolen Rolex and VICTIM’S arrest.  In particular, 

TROTTER made the following statements: 

i. “My involvement in that [case] was [my partner and I] had to go to Peter’s

house and have him sign a victim statement.”

ii. “[Gerace] actually never reached out to me about that case at all, think it was

2019.”

iii. “Never contacted me about it.”

iv. “I vividly remember going to his house to sign the statement. But it wasn't my

case so I didn't really have any involvement. I truly don't remember. Because

Jeff did it all.”

v. “Believe it or not I was surprised that [Gerace] didn't reach out to me about that

case.”

vi. “No like I said, he [Gerace] never contacted me about that one. And if he did

call me I would tell him to call patrol and file a police report.”

27. In truth and in fact, and as TROTTER then and there well-knew, Gerace

reached out to TROTTER by text message within hours of filing the police report at APD, as 

follows: 
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28. Notably, in TROTTER'S above-referenced text message to Gerace on March

6, 2019, at 8:45:40 p.m., TROTTER indicated that he and another detective may stop by "the 

club" if Gerace was there during the day. This message indicates that TROTTER intended 

to go to PGC, the strip club Gerace owns, to meet with Gerace about the alleged theft, rather 

than having Gerace come to the police station to make a further statement . TROTTER'S 

apparent willingness to visit Gerace at his strip club is concerning in the context of this overall 

investigation and is also contrary to TROTTER'S subsequent statement to the FBI wherein 

TROTTER claimed, "No like I said, he [Gerace] never contacted me about that one. And 

if he did call me I would tell him to call patrol and file a police report." (Emphasis added). 

29. Thereafter, and despite TROTTER'S above-referenced false denials that he was

not involved and that Gerace never contacted TROTTER about the case, the text messages 

between Gerace and TROTTER reveal that TROTTER was heavily involved in the case. 

Indeed, TROTTER texted Gerace with "real time" updates about the investigation and 

VICTIM'S arrest, as follows: 

0 Sent 
I ocal u.,e:r 
< 76644bn439e06e7 433b 143dabo ... 11 71 edc5hOfdO_files_hill.1ip 

Jn/2019 5.46:55 PM 
Any luck at all with the watch 

Greg Trotter· (+1716�303) 
Still worlcing on it. Where is the engraving on the watch. 

: Rece,ved 
3/7/2.019 6:03:27 PM 

a Sent 
Local User 
< 26644bi1439c0bc7 433h 143dab0a J l / 1 cdc5hOfdO_tilcs_full. zip 

�l7/Z019 &:03:52 PM 
Right across the round backplate 

19 
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31. Within three minutes of Gerace’s initial text of VICTIM’s location, 

TROTTER responded: 
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Greg Trotter (+1716-8303} 
I'll call you in a couple 

32. Gerace replied within seconds:

= Received 

4/9/2019 12:58:35 AM 

0 Sent 

Local User 

< 26644ba439e-06e7433bl 43dab0a 117 ledcSbOfdO_files_full.zip 
4/9/2019 12:58:51 AM 

OK because I don't know where she11 be tomorrow 

33. Thereafter, Gerace texted asking "Are you almost there," and TROTTER

responded 21 seconds later: 

Greg Trotter (+1716-8303) 
we have her 

: Received 

4/9/2019 1:52:05 AM 

34. Gerace and TROTTER continued to text about VICTM'S arrest, and

TROTTER provided real-time updates to Gerace: 

25 
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35. In total, TROTTER sent or received numerous text messages to or from Gerace 

between March 5, 2019, when Gerace filed the police report regarding his stolen watch, and 

April 9, 2019, when VICTIM was arrested.  

36. Based upon the foregoing, there is probable cause to believe that TROTTER 

made several materially false, fraudulent, and fictitious statements to the FBI regarding his 

relationship with Gerace, their communications regarding the Rolex watch and arrest of the 

VICTIM, and TROTTER’S involvement in VICTIM’S arrest. 

37. As shown supra, TROTTER and Gerace have a relationship that has 

transcended the typical “Victim/Detective” professional relationship, to the point where 

TROTTER provided very personalized service to Gerace, which included texting from his 

personal phone, meeting Gerace at PGC, providing real-time updates as to the course and 

status of the investigation, and seemingly dropping everything to arrest someone located 

in a different town at Gerace’s urging on April 9, 2019, as described above. This is consistent 

with the fact that TROTTER acknowledged during the interview that he has been to PGC 

socially on several occasions, and with text messages, described above, between Gerace 

and TROTTER wherein they invite the other to various outings to include “drinks” and 

“golfing.” 
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CONCLUSION 

38. Based upon the foregoing, there is probable cause to believe that on September

30, 2022, GREGORY TROTTER violated Title 18, United States Code, Section 1001(a)(2) 

Accordingly, I respectfully request issuance of the attached Criminal Complaint. 4

____________________________________
JASON A. KAMMERAAD 
Special Agent 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Sworn to and signed telephonically 
this 28th day of November, 2023. 

HONORABLE JEREMIAH J. MCCARTHY 
United States Magistrate Judge 

4  The government is requesting the attached criminal complaint and supporting affidavit remain under 
seal until further order of the Court.
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EXHIBIT 1 
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