
U  N I  T  E  D S  T  A  T  E S D I S  T  R I  C  T C  O  U  R  T 
S  O  U  T  H  E  R  N D I S  T  R I  C  T O F N  E  W Y  O  R  K 

P  R  O P  U  B LI  C  A, I  N  C., 

Pl ai ntiff, 

v. 

U  NI T E  D S T  A T E S D E P  A  R T  M E  N T O F S T  A T E, 

D ef e n d a nt. 

N o. 2 5 Ci v. 4 3 0 2 (  M  M  G) 

S  T I P  U  L  A  T I  O  N A  N  D O  R  D  E  R O F S  E  T  T  L  E  M  E  N  T A  N  D D I S  M I S S  A  L 

W  H E  R E  A S, o n or a b o ut M ar c h 2 8, 2 0 2 5, Pl ai ntiff Pr o P u bli c a, I n c. ( " Pl ai ntiff') 

s u b  mitt e d a r e q u e st (t h e "  R e q u e st ") p ur s u a nt t o t h e Fr e e d o  m ofl nf or  m ati o n A ct ( " F  OI  A "), 5 

U. S.  C. § 5 5 2, t o t h e U. S. D e p art  m e nt of St at e ( " St at e "); 

W  H E  R E  A S, o n M a y 2 1, 2 0 2 5, Pl ai ntiff fil e d a c o  m pl ai nt i n t hi s a cti o n, s e e ki n g t h e 

pr o d u cti o n of r e s p o n si v e r e c or ds fr o  m St at e; 

W  H E  R E  A S, St at e h as si n c e pr o d u c e d r e s p o n si v e r e c or d s t o Pl ai ntiff; a n d 

W  H E  R E  A S, t h e o nl y o ut st a n di n g iss u e i n t hi s c as e is Pl ai ntiff s cl ai  m f or att or n e y s' f e es 

a n d c osts, a n d t h e p arti e s wi s h t o r e s ol v e t h at cl ai  m a n d dis p os e oft hi s m att er wit h o ut f urt h er 

liti g ati o n, 

N  O  W, T  H E  R E F  O  R E, it is h er e b y S TI P  U L  A T E  D a n d A  G  R E E  D b et  w e e n t h e p arti e s as 

f oll o  ws: 

1. A s s o o n as r e a s o n a bl y pr a cti c a bl e, St at e s h all p a y Pl ai ntiff t h e s u  m of t  w e nt y 

t h o u s a n d d oll ar s ( $ 2 0, 0 0 0. 0 0) i n f ull a n d fi n al s ati sf a cti o n of a n y cl ai  m b y Pl ai ntiff f or att or n e y s' 

f e es a n d liti g ati o n c o st s i n t hi s m att er. P a y  m e nt s h all b e m a d e b y el e ctr o ni c f u n ds tr a n sf er, a n d 
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Pl ai ntiff s c o u ns el will pr o vi d e t h e n e c ess ar y i nf or  m ati o n t o c o u ns el f or St at e t o eff e ct u at e t h e 

tr a nsf er. 

2. Pl ai ntiff r el e as es a n d dis c h ar g es St at e a n d t h e U nit e d St at es of A  m eri c a, i n cl u di n g 

its a g e n ci es, d e p art  m e nts (i n cl u di n g St at e), offi c ers, e  m pl o y e es, s er v a nts, a n d a g e nts, fr o  m a n y 

a n d all cl ai  m s a n d c a us es of a cti o n t h at Pl ai ntiff ass ert e d, or c o ul d h a v e ass ert e d, i n t his liti g ati o n 

arisi n g o ut of t h e R e q u est. 

3. T his a cti o n is a c c or di n gl y dis  miss e d wit h pr ej u di c e a n d wit h o ut c osts or f e es 

ot h er t h a n as pr o vi d e d i n p ar a gr a p h 1 of t hi s Sti p ul ati o n a n d Or d er, pr o vi d e d t h at t h e C o urt s h all 

r et ai n j uri s di cti o n f or t h e p ur p o s e of e nf or ci n g t his Sti p ul ati o n a n d Or d er a n d r e s ol vi n g a n y 

iss u es t h at mi g ht aris e r el ati n g t o s u c h e nf or c e  m e nt. 

4. N ot hi n g i n t his Sti p ul ati o n a n d Or d er s h all c o n stit ut e a n a d  mi s si o n t h at St at e is 

li a bl e f or a n y att or n e y s' f e es or liti g ati o n c osts. T his Sti p ul ati o n a n d Or d er is e nt er e d i nt o b y t h e 

p arti e s s ol el y f or t h e p ur p o s e of c o  m pr o  mi si n g di s p ut e d cl ai  ms i n t his c as e a n d a v oi di n g t h e 

e x p e ns es a n d ris ks of f urt h er liti g ati o n c o n c er ni n g Pl ai ntiff s cl ai  m f or att or n e ys ' f e es a n d 

liti g ati o n c osts. T his Sti p ul ati o n a n d Or d er is n o n- pr e c e d e nti al wit h r e s p e ct t o a n y ot h er 

pr o c e e di n g i n v ol vi n g t h e p arti es, i n cl u di n g, b ut n ot li  mit e d t o, a n y ot h er F  OI  A a cti o n or 

a d  mi ni str ati v e pr o c e e di n g, a n d s h all h a v e n o eff e ct or b e ari n g o n a n y p e n di n g or f ut ur e r e q u e st 

f or r e c or d s m a d e b y Pl ai ntiff u n d er F  OI  A. 

5. T his Sti p ul ati o n a n d Or d er c o nt ai ns t h e e ntir e a gr e e  m e nt b et  w e e n t h e p arti e s, a n d 

n o st at e  m e nt, r e pr e s e nt ati o n, pr o  mi s e, or a gr e e  m e nt, or al or ot h er  wis e, b et  w e e n t h e p arti e s or 

t h eir c o u ns el t h at is n ot i n cl u d e d h er ei n s h all h a v e a n y f or c e or eff e ct. 

6. T his Sti p ul ati o n a n d Or d er m a y b e e x e c ut e d i n c o u nt er p arts. F a c si  mil e or p df 

si g n at ur e s s h all c o n stit ut e ori gi n als. 

2 

Case 1:25-cv-04302-MMG     Document 26     Filed 03/02/26     Page 2 of 4



Case 1:25-cv-04302-MMG     Document 26     Filed 03/02/26     Page 3 of 4



Case 1:25-cv-04302-MMG     Document 26     Filed 03/02/26     Page 4 of 4




