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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

IRIS WEINSTEIN HAGGAI, on her own behalf
and on behalf of JUDY LYNNE WEINSTEIN and

GAD HAGGAI, JOHN DOE, RICHARD ROE, Case No.-
JANE MOE, SHLOMI ZIV, AYELET
SAMERANO, on her own behalf and on behalf of JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

YONATAN SAMERANO, TALIK GVILI, on her
own behalf and on behalf of RAN GVILI, ROEE
BARUCH, on his own behalf and on behalf of
URIEL BARUCH, and JAMES POE, on his own
behalf and on behalf of LEO POE,

Plaintiffs,
- against -

NERDEEN KISWANI, individually and as the
representative of WITHIN OUR LIFETIME-
UNITED FOR PALESTINE, MARYAM ALWAN,
individually and as the representative of
COLUMBIA STUDENTS FOR JUSTICE IN
PALESTINE, CAMERON JONES, individually
and as the representative of COLUMBIA-
BARNARD JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE, and
MAHMOUD KHALIL, individually and as the
representative of COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
APARTHEID DIVEST, COLUMBIA
STUDENTS FOR JUSTICE IN PALESTINE, and
COLUMBIA-BARNARD JEWISH VOICE FOR
PEACE,

Defendants.

COMPLAINT

Plaintiffs Iris Weinstein Haggai, on her own behalf and on behalf of Judy Lynne Weinstein
and Gad Haggai, John Doe, Richard Roe, Jane Moe, Shlomi Ziv, Ayelet Samerano, on her own
behalf and on behalf of Yonatan Samerano, Talik Gvili, on her own behalf and on behalf of Ran

Gvili, Roee Baruch, on his own behalf and on behalf of Uriel Baruch, and James Poe, on his own
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behalf and on behalf of Leo Poe, by and through the undersigned counsel, respectfully submit this
Complaint pursuant to the Antiterrorism Act (“ATA”), 18 U.S.C. § 2333(d), and the Alien Tort
Statute (“ATS”), 28 U.S.C. § 1350, to hold Associational Defendants (defined below), through
their representatives, accountable for aiding and abetting Hamas’ continuing acts of international
terrorism and violations of the law of nations.*

INTRODUCTION

1. Defendants in this case are Hamas’ propaganda arm in New York City and on the
Columbia University campus. We know this because they advertise themselves as such. Their self-
described acts in furtherance of their goals to assist Hamas have included terrorizing and assaulting
Jewish students, unlawfully taking over and damaging public and university property on
Columbia’s campus, and physically assaulting Columbia University employees. They act behind
veiled scarves and largely seek to be anonymous individually, yet seek to intimidate as a group.
This case will pull down those scarves and unveil acts that violate this country’s antiterrorism laws.
This case will finally hold these admitted terrorists accountable for their actions. It is time for
American campuses to return to being centers for learning and to be saved from the relentless
occupation by Hamas’ tragically misguided cohorts.

2. Plaintiffs are victims of Hamas’ heinous and ongoing acts of international terrorism
that began on October 7, 2023, the deadliest day for the Jewish people since the Holocaust, and
that have continued unabated until today. This action seeks to hold responsible those who operate
critical allies of Hamas in the United States: New York-based organizations and individuals who,

in coordination with Hamas and its affiliates, further Hamas’ continuing terror attacks and actions

! Contemporaneously with this Complaint, Plaintiffs are filing a motion for an order permitting John Doe, Richard
Roe, Jane Moe, James Poe, and Leo Poe to proceed pseudonymously. As detailed in the motion, pseudonymity is
warranted to protect these individuals from grave physical danger and well-founded fears of antisemitic harassment,
retaliation, and reputational harms.
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with insidious, pro-terror public relations operations, propaganda production and distribution, and
unlawful acts.

3. Hamas is a terrorist organization founded in 1987 with the express goal of
destroying the State of Israel and murdering all Jews. Today, Hamas has expanded its targets to
include the United States and Western values. Hamas furthers its objectives with suicide bombings,
rocket attacks, stabbings, kidnapping, and using civilians as human shields. Beyond shedding the
blood of the innocent, Hamas also uses vast, well-organized, and well-funded international
propaganda networks to destroy Israel’s public image to both disrupt Israel’s relationships in the
West and prevent it from developing new relationships, especially with its Arab neighbors.

4, Hamas’ strategy is to commit acts of international terrorism against civilians and
then use Israel’s retaliatory or defensive response as a springboard to allow its propaganda affiliates
throughout the world perpetuate objectively false propaganda and terrorize institutions to sway
public opinion against Israel and toward Hamas. Hamas’s propaganda campaigns regularly
include, among other things, misrepresentative death tolls and false accusations that Israel is a
genocidal “apartheid state.”2 This terror-by-propaganda strategy “transcends conventional warfare
tactics, aiming to exploit the international community’s response to civilian casualties, generate
global condemnation of Israel, hamstring the [Israeli military’s] operations, and protect Hamas’s
military capabilities under the guise of civilian safety.”?

5. For decades, Hamas has maintained what is a functionally a U.S.-based in-house

public relations firm, which has changed forms several times to evade criminal and civil lability.

2 It is widely known, for example, that approximately 2 million Muslims live in Israel, and nearly all are citizens or
permanent residents. See, e.g., Kali Robinson, What to Know About the Arab Citizens of Israel, COUNCIL ON
FOREIGN RELATIONS (Oct. 26, 2023), https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-know-about-arab-citizens-israel.

3 Joshua Klein, Exclusive: Renown Urban Warfare Expert John Spencer Warns ‘World Playing Into Hamas’s
Strategy’, BREITBART (Apr. 1, 2024), https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2024/04/01/exclusive-renown-urban-
warfare-expert-john-spencer-warns-world-playing-hamass-strategy/.
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Today, Hamas’ American propaganda arm is directed and controlled by AJP Educational
Foundation, Inc. a/k/a American Muslims for Palestine (“AMP”) and its on-campus brand,
National Students for Justice in Palestine (“NSJP”") (collectively, “AMP/NSJP”).

6. The Defendants are Within Our Lifetime — United for Palestine (“Within Our
Lifetime”), Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine (“Columbia SJP”), Columbia-Barnard
Jewish Voice for Peace (“Columbia JVP”), and Columbia University Apartheid Divest (“CUAD”)
(collectively “Associational Defendants”) and their respective leaders Nerdeen Kiswani, Maryam
Alwan, Cameron Jones, and Mahmoud Khalil. The Associational Defendants, which are sued
through these leaders, form the New York City branches of Hamas’ American propaganda firm.
They are among AMP/NSJP’s most important partners and affiliates.

7. On October 7, 2023, Hamas led a terrorist attack on Southern Israel. Hamas
murdered more than 1,200 innocent people, including American citizens, and took more than 200
hostages back to Gaza. Since October 7, Hamas has continued to engage in countless acts of
international terrorism, including continuing to hold hostage innocent civilians abducted on
October 7, stealing and refusing to return the bodies of those they murdered, firing rockets at
innocent civilians in Israel, and attacking Israeli soldiers.

8. While the attack was still underway, Hamas initiated its call for the “resistance
abroad” to “join the battle in any way they can.” The Associational Defendants resoundingly and
knowingly answered Hamas’ call to action.

0. On October 8, 2023, AMP/NSJP distributed a manifesto (“NSJP Toolkit”) that
included materials that appear to have been created before October 7. The NSJP Toolkit: (i)
identifies AMP/NSJP as “PART of” a “Unity Intifada” governed by Hamas’ “unified command”

of terrorist operations in Gaza; (ii) calls on AMP/NSJP’s partners and allies to organize a “Day of
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Resistance” using specified graphics and marketing materials; and (iii) directed its allies to sign
what was, effectively, a loyalty pledge to Hamas. On information and belief, AMP/NSJP sent the
NSJP Toolkit to the Associational Defendants, which acted on the AMP/NSJP’s directions.

10.  Associational Defendants followed the NSJP Toolkit to the letter. Since October 7,
these organizations have only been more aggressive and more militant in their efforts to, in
coordination with Hamas and AMP/NSJP, distribute Hamas-created and affiliated propaganda,
incite fear and violence, and attack critical academic, economic, and infrastructure centers in New
York City.

11.  Associational Defendants have distributed pro-terror propaganda produced by and
literally stamped with the logo of the “Hamas Media Office.” They also secretly and directly
coordinated with Hamas’ terror patron, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”), to
institute a blockade of critical infrastructure and institutions in New York City to support Hamas.
They have also repeatedly terrorized and assaulted Jews across New York City and on Columbia
University’s campus, physically assaulted Columbia University employees, and illegally seized
and damaged public and private property.

12. There is a legal chasm between independent political advocacy and coordinating
with a foreign terrorist organization to seed pro-terror propaganda throughout America’s largest
city. Associational Defendants are not independent advocates; they are expert propagandists and
recruiters for international foreign terrorist organizations and nation-state proxies operating in
plain sight in New York City. Their actions violate the Antiterrorism Act and the law of nations.

THE PLAINTIFES

13. Plaintiff Iris Weinstein Haggai, a U.S. citizen, is the daughter of Judy Lynne

Weinstein, a U.S. citizen and Gad Haggai, a U.S. citizen. On October 7, 2023, Hamas terrorists
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invaded their home in Kibbutz Nir Oz, a kibbutz in southern Israel. Iris’s friends were murdered,
their children were burnt alive, and her community was destroyed. At 6:50 am, Iris’ mother called
her terrified from the field where she and Iris’ father were hiding from the terrorists. Iris’s parents
disappeared. For 83 agonizing days, she had no idea if her parents were alive and being tortured,
or dead. The psychological terror of not knowing was unbearable. Finally, Iris and her family
received unconfirmed intelligence that Hamas terrorists had likely brutally murdered her parents
and stolen their bodies to use as bargaining chips. To this day, their bodies remain stolen in Hamas
captivity, and Iris is still clinging to the hope that they might still be alive, as Hamas sometimes
pretends that they have killed living hostages as part of their psychological torture. In fact, in
approximately May 2024, Hamas released information suggesting that Iris’ mother may have been
alive when taken to Gaza as a hostage. Hamas implied she died in an Israeli airstrike.* As a result
of Hamas’ unspeakable acts, Iris has suffered, and continues to suffer, severe mental and emotional
pain, suffering, and distress. She brings a claim on her own behalf and on behalf of her parents
under the Antiterrorism Act against Associational Defendants for aiding and abetting the
kidnapping and murder of her parents, and the kidnapping of her parents’ bodies, a continuing act
of international terrorism that persists through this day.

14.  Plaintiff John Doe is a United States citizen and reservist in the Israel Defense
Forces (“IDF”). In 2014, John Doe sustained injuries fighting Hamas in Operation Protective Edge.
On October 7, 2023, Doe was pursuing a law degree from Columbia Law School. But following
Hamas’ terrorist attack, he was called up for reserve duty. Doe spent 100 consecutive days in and
around Gaza fighting Hamas. During that time, he was involved in gunfights and attacks by Hamas

terrorists, each an act of international terrorism and collectively an ongoing act of international

4 Hamas Claims Israeli Hostage Killed in IDF Strike in New Propaganda Video, JERUSALEM PosT (May 7, 2024),
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-800313.

Page 6 of 79



Case 1:25-cv-02400 Document1l Filed 03/24/25 Page 7 of 79

terrorism. While fighting Hamas, Doe suffered mental anguish and pain and suffering. He
continues to suffer from the effects of his service and continues to suffer ongoing mental and
emotional trauma. Now that he has returned home, he is still forced to confront Hamas affiliates
on his own campus. Doe brings a claim under the Antiterrorism Act against Associational
Defendants for aiding and abetting Hamas’ acts of international terrorism.

15. Plaintiff Richard Roe is a United States citizen and a reservist in the IDF. On
October 7, 2023, upon learning of the attacks against Israel, his family, and his friends, he
immediately returned to serve. He was deployed to the Gaza Envelope, operating in Kfar Aza,
Be'eri, and Nahal Oz, and he later participated in operations in Khan Yunis to dismantle Hamas
leadership and infrastructure. After months of service, Roe returned to the United States to
complete his studies at Columbia University, where he was met with an overwhelming atmosphere
of hostility and discrimination created by Associational Defendants. In one instance, a classmate
approached Roe, openly declared their support for Hamas as a “freedom fighter” group, and told
Roe that his family and friends live on stolen land. In another, a student accosted Roe as he was
standing at a pro-Israel table at the campus clubs fair, put pro-Hamas stickers on their materials,
pushed the table, and ripped up the sign-up papers. At Associational Defendants’ urging, students
actively distance themselves from Roe and other Jewish students, refuse to work with him, ignore
him, and treat him as a second-class citizen. Students and professors alike have confided to Roe
that they do not feel safe at school in light of the severe antisemitic disruption alleged herein. Roe
has felt constantly threatened and forced to defend himself, both physically and verbally. Roe
brings a claim under the Antiterrorism Act against Associational Defendants for aiding and

abetting Hamas’ acts of international terrorism.
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16. Plaintiff Jane Moe, a U.S. citizen, served in the IDF before enrolling at Columbia
University. On October 7, Moe’s younger brother was deployed to Gaza, where he fought against
Hamas for over a year and sustained injuries in battle. While on Columbia’s campus, Moe has
experienced severe emotional distress and fear due to pro-Hamas protests occurring just outside
her window. These demonstrations glorify the very terrorists who had attempted to harm and kill
her brother, exacerbating her emotional turmoil. Moe brings a claim under the Antiterrorism Act
against Associational Defendants for aiding and abetting Hamas’ acts of international terrorism.

17. Plaintiff Shlomi Ziv, an Israeli citizen, was a member of the security team at the
Nova Music Festival in southern Israel on October 7. During the attack, Shlomi remained at the
festival site to fend off terrorists and evacuate people, until he himself was kidnapped and taken to
Gaza. Shlomi was held hostage in Gaza for 246 days, in the home of a Hamas operative, until he
was rescued by the IDF. While held hostage, Shlomi’s Hamas captors bragged about having Hamas
operatives on American university campuses. In fact, they showed him Al-Jazeera stories and
photographs of protests at Columbia University that were organized by Associational Defendants
while he was being held hostage. Shlomi suffered, and continues to suffer, mental anguish and
pain and suffering because of his kidnapping. Shlomi brings a claim under the Alien Tort Statute
against Associational Defendants for aiding and abetting his kidnapping by Hamas in violation of
the law of nations.

18. Plaintiff Ayelet Samerano, an Israeli citizen, is a mother whose life was irreversibly
shattered by the atrocities of October 7. Ayelet’s 21-year-old son, Yonatan Samerano, was shot and
killed by a terrorist during the Hamas-led onslaught. Then, Yonatan’s body was captured, tossed
into the back of a vehicle, and driven to Gaza. Hamas and its allies continue to hold Yonatan’s

body captive today. Ayelet has suffered, and continues to suffer, mental anguish and pain and
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suffering, made worse by Associational Defendants’ aiding and abetting her son’s attackers. Ayelet
brings a claim on her own behalf and on behalf of her son under the Alien Tort Statute against
Associational Defendants for aiding and abetting the murder of her son and the kidnapping of his
remains by Hamas in violation of the law of nations.

19. Plaintiff Talik Gvili, an Israeli citizen, is the mother of Sergeant First Class Ran
Guvili, a patrol officer who was attacked and killed defending Kibbutz Alumim during the October
7 attack. Despite his injuries, Ran continued to engage his terrorist attackers, exemplifying
exceptional bravery. Hamas kidnapped Ran’s body and has held him hostage in Gaza ever since.
Ran was officially declared deceased on January 31, 2024. His family, enduring a prolonged period
of uncertainty, held onto hope until his death was confirmed. Talik brings a claim on her own
behalf and on behalf of her son under the Alien Tort Statute against Associational Defendants for
aiding and abetting the murder of her son and the kidnapping of his remains by Hamas in violation
of the law of nations.

20. Roee Baruch, an Israeli citizen, is the brother of Uriel Baruch a 35-year-old father
of two who attended the Supernova music festival in southern Israel on October 7. During the
event, Hamas terrorists launched a brutal attack, leading to Uriel’s abduction and subsequent
captivity in Gaza. At first, his family, including his brother Roee, held onto hope, believing Uriel
was alive. Tragically, in March 2024, the Israeli military informed them that Uriel had been killed
on October 7 and that Hamas was continuing to hold his body captive in Gaza. Roee brings a claim
on his own behalf and on behalf of his brother under the Alien Tort Statute against Associational
Defendants for aiding and abetting the murder of his brother and the kidnapping of his remains by

Hamas in violation of the law of nations.
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21. James Poe, an Israeli citizen, is the father of Leo Poe, who was kidnapped by Hamas
terrorists from the Nova music festival on October 7. On the day of the massacre, Leo was serving
as a member of the festival’s security team alongside his close friends, who was murdered during
the attack. Hamas attacked kidnapped Leo and took him to Gaza, where he remains to this day in
an ongoing act of terror. Poe brings a claim on his own behalf and on behalf of his son under the
Alien Tort Statute against Associational Defendants for aiding and abetting the kidnapping of his
son by Hamas in violation of the law of nations.

THE DEFENDANTS

22. Defendant Nerdeen Kiswani is sued individually and as the representative of Within
Our Lifetime. Kiswani is the co-founder, chair, and de facto president of Within Our Lifetime,
which she founded in 2015 as “New York Students for Justice in Palestine.” In 2018, Kiswani
rebranded the organization to expand beyond students. Since then, Within Our Lifetime has been
an instrumental ally for Hamas that spreads propaganda, organizes violent and racist riots and
demonstrations, and promotes chaos and fear across New York City. Kiswani personally advocates
for the destruction of the State of Israel “by any means necessary” and has positioned herself as
one of the loudest pro-Hamas voices throughout New York City. Both Kiswani and her
organization, Within Our Lifetime, are responsible for inciting many of the most horrific, violent,
and hateful pro-Hamas riots through New York City.®

23. Defendant Maryam Alwan is sued individually and as the representative of
Columbia SJP. On information and belief, Alwan is the president or de facto president of Columbia
SJP. Columbia SJP is the NSJP’s Columbia University affiliate. Columbia SJP was the leading

organizer of pro-Hamas disruptions, encampments, and riots on Columbia’s campus, including

® Nerdeen Kiswani, CANARY MissioN (last visited Mar. 23, 2025),
https://canarymission.org/individual/Nerdeen Kiswani.
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virulent antisemitic protests that harassed and physically intimidated Jewish students and faculty,
glorified Hamas, engaged in significant and dangerous premeditated unlawful acts, and
significantly impaired Columbia University’s ability to provide educational services to its students.
These indefensible activities led Columbia to suspend Columbia SJP in November 2023. But
through intermediaries, Columbia SJP continues operating covertly. The bases for the belief that
Alwan leads Columbia SJP is that she has publicly identified herself as an active member, leader,
and organizer of Columbia SJP, including in a lawsuit she jointly filed with Columbia SJP.®

24. Defendant Cameron Jones is sued individually and as the representative of
Columbia JVP. On information and belief, Cameron Jones is the president or de facto president of
Columbia JVP. Columbia JVP is the Columbia chapter of Jewish Voice for Peace (“JVP”), a
national “partner” of AMP/NSJP.” JVP’s own leadership has confirmed that it views itself as an
“enemy” and “opponent” of the Jewish community and sees its goal as creating “a wedge” within
the American Jewish community to create the impression of weakened Jewish support for the State
of Israel.® Columbia JVP often coordinates with Columbia SJP and, like its national partner, is
used to provide a cover so that AMP/NSJP affiliates can avoid allegations of antisemitism.
Columbia JVP was suspended from Columbia’s campus alongside Columbia SJP. The bases for

the belief that Jones leads Columbia JVP include that he publicly identifies himself as an active

& Maryam Alwan, CANARY MissioN (last visited Mar. 23, 2025),
https://canarymission.org/individual/Maryam_Alwan; see also Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine v.
Trustees of Columbia University in the City of New York, No. 152220/2024 (Sup. Ct. N.Y. Cty.) (“Columbia SJP v.
Columbia™).

7 Jewish Voice for Peace (@jvplive), X (Feb. 7, 2013), https://x.com/jvplive/status/299684288562081793; Jewish
Voice for Peace and American Muslims for Palestine Respond to Islamophobic Personal Attacks, JEwiSH VVOICE FOR
PeACE (last visited Mar. 23, 2025) https://www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org/2017/05/11/jvp-amp-respond-
islamophobic-pers.

8 Driving a Wedge: JVPs Strategy to Weaken U.S. Support for Israel by Dividing the Jewish Community, NGO
Monitor (July 8, 2013), https://ngo-

monitor.org/reports/driving_a_wedge jvp s strategy to weaken u_s support for israel by dividing_the jewish

community/.
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member and lead organizer of Columbia JVP, including in a lawsuit he jointly filed with Columbia
JVP.®

25. Defendant Mahmoud Khalil is sued individually and as the representative of
CUAD, Columbia SJP, and Columbia JVP. Khalil is the public face and de facto president of
CUAD. On information and belief, Khalil is also the de facto president of Columbia SJP and
Columbia JVP.2®* CUAD was originally founded in 2016 as a collection of Columbia student
organizations that supported the Boycott, Divest, and Sanction (“BDS”) movement. CUAD
remained largely dormant for years until November 2023 after Columbia SJP and Columbia JVP
were suspended and began operating directly through CUAD. Since then, Khalil has been the
public-facing leader of CUAD. Khalil (i) was among the spokespeople for the so-called “Gaza
Solidarity Encampment” (“Encampment”) at Columbia University, a prolonged pro-Hamas
propaganda effort; (ii) threatened “escalation” on behalf of CUAD if its demands were not met;
(iii) organized and led the actions of CUAD and Columbia SJP and Columbia JVP, which operate
through CUAD; and (iv) on information and belief, directly coordinates with Hamas, AMP/NSJP,
and/or other agents and affiliates of Hamas and related foreign terrorist organizations. On March
9, 2025, Khalil was detained by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement pending his removal
from the United States of America, upon information and belief, based on many of his actions

described in this Complaint.!

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

26.  This Court has subject matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. 8§ 1331 and 1350.

® Cameron Jones, CANARY MissIoN (last visited Mar. 23, 2025),
https://canarymission.org/individual/Cameron_Jones; see also Columbia SJP v. Columbia.

10 This allegations is made in the alternative to the allegations that Alwan and Jones are de facto leaders of Columbia
SJP and Columbia JVP.

11 Mahmoud Khalil, CANARY MissIoN (last visited Mar. 23, 2025),

https://canarymission.org/individual/Mahmoud Khalil.
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27. This Court has personal jurisdiction under 18 U.S.C. 8§ 2333(a) and 2334.

28. Venue is proper in this Court under 18 U.S.C. § 2334(a), which permits claims
under the Antiterrorism Act to be brought “in the district court ... for any district where any
plaintiff resides or where any defendant resides.” The Defendants are New York residents
operating four unincorporated associations—Within Our Lifetime, Columbia SJP, Columbia JVP,

and CUAD—that are based in New York and operate exclusively in New York.!2

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS
1. INTRODUCTION TO HAMAS
29. In 1987, after starting the “First Intifada”—a murderous string of terrorist attacks

directed at defenseless civilians—the International Muslim Brotherhood’s Gaza branch splintered
into a new terrorist group: Hamas.!®* Hamas rejects Israel’s right to exist. Instead, it engages in
terrorism—*jihad”—to implement an Islamist state “from the [Jordan] River to the
[Mediterranean] Sea,”** a reference to the entire State of Israel.

30. One of the primary purposes for Hamas’ terrorism, even from its inception, has
been to prevent Israel from building and developing global relationships, particularly as it pertains
to its Arab neighbors. For this reason, Hamas’ largest waves of terror often coincide with disrupting

major peace negotiations or agreements between Israel and its neighbors.*®

12 On information and belief, the Defendants also satisfy N.Y. Gen. Ass’n L. § 13.

13 Kali Robinson, What is Hamas?, CoUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS (last updated Apr. 28, 2024),
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-hamas.

14 AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, “FROM THE RIVER TO THE SEA” (last visited Mar. 23, 2025),
https://www.ajc.org/translatehate/From-the-River-to-the-Sea; ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE, SLOGAN: “FROM THE
RIVER TO THE SEA PALESTINE WILL BE FRee” (Oct. 26, 2023), https://www.adl.org/resources/backgrounder/slogan-
river-sea-palestine-will-be-free.

15 David D. Kirkpatrick & Adam Rasgon, The Hamas Propaganda War (Oct. 30, 2023) (stating Hamas’ October 7
attack was “a premeditated coup against the Arab-Israeli peace plan”), https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-
desk/the-hamas-propaganda-war.
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31. On October 8, 1997, the U.S. State Department officially designated Hamas as a

foreign terrorist organization (“FTO”). Hamas’ FTO status has been reaffirmed twice. It remains

an FTO today.'®

32, Hamas relies on a three-pronged strategy to pursue its terroristic aims:

a.

First, Hamas uses indiscriminate, violent acts of terror against Israeli
civilians, including suicide bombings, shootings, stabbings, and rocket
attacks.’

Second, Hamas uses non-combatant Palestinians—its own people—as
human shields. For Hamas, this is a win-win scenario: Either Israel
determines that the risk of killing non-combatants is too great and does not
engage in the battle, or Israel determines that the risk of not acting is too
great and engages in the operations, which allows Hamas to accuse Israel
of murdering innocent people.

Third, Hamas relies on propaganda to demonize Israel, glorify its
“resistance” efforts, and cast itself as a victim of mythical “settler-colonial”
oppressors—Israel and the Jewish people.

33. International propaganda, particularly propaganda directed at Western nations like

the United States, is central to Hamas’ strategy. Indeed, Hamas stresses the importance of

propaganda in its Charter:

Our struggle against the Jews is very great and very serious. It needs
all sincere efforts. It is a step that inevitably should be followed by
other steps. The Movement is but one squadron that should be
supported by more and more squadrons from this vast Arab and
Islamic world, until the enemy is vanquished and Allah’s victory is
realised. ... In face of the Jews' usurpation of Palestine, it is
compulsory that the banner of Jihad be raised. To do this requires
the diffusion of Islamic consciousness among the masses, both on
the regional, Arab and Islamic levels. It is necessary to instill the
spirit of Jihad in the heart of the nation so that they would confront
the enemies and join the ranks of the fighters.

It is necessary that scientists, educators and teachers, information
and media people, as well as the educated masses, especially the

16 See CRS REPORT FOR CONGRESS, FOREIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS 27-30 (Feb. 6, 2004),
https://irp.fas.org/crs/RL32223.pdf.

17 See generally HAMAS, THE COVENANT OF THE ISLAMIC RESISTANCE MOVEMENT (Aug. 18, 1988),
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th _century/hamas.asp.
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youth and sheikhs of the Islamic movements, should take part in the
operation of awakening (the masses). It is important that basic
changes be made in the school curriculum.... The Crusaders
realised that it was impossible to defeat the Moslems without first
having ideological invasion pave the way by upsetting their
thoughts, disfiguring their heritage and violating their ideals. Only
then could they invade with soldiers.

[We] hope[] that all these groupings will side with it in all spheres,
would support it, adopt its stand and solidify its activities and
moves, work towards rallying support for it so that the Islamic
people will be a base and a stay for it, supplying it with strategic
depth an all human material and informative spheres, in time and in
place. This should be done through the convening of solidarity
conferences, the issuing of explanatory bulletins, favourable articles
and booklets, enlightening the masses regarding the Palestinian
issue . . . so that these peoples would be equipped to perform their
role in the decisive battle of liberation.8

34.  “Propaganda plays a critical role for Hamas as it seeks to shore up its popularity”
and is designed to “paint Israel as an oppressive occupier whose military operations and policies
harm Palestinians, especially innocent civilians, including children.”'® Hamas’ terror-by-
propaganda strategy, which relies heavily on preexisting and historical anti-Jewish hatred and
biases, “transcends conventional warfare tactics, . . . generate[s] global condemnation of Israel,
hamstring[s] the IDF’s operations, and protect[s] Hamas’ military capabilities under the guise of
civilian safety.”?°
35. Today, Hamas is largely funded, trained, and controlled by the Islamic Republic of

Iran’s IRGC, another FTO. Hamas and the IRGC share the common goal of destroying Israel and

the United States.

18 HAMAS, THE COVENANT OF THE ISLAMIC RESISTANCE MOVEMENT (Aug. 18, 1988),
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/hamas.asp.

19 Daniel Byman & Emma McCaleb, Understanding Hamas’s and Hezbollah’s Uses of Information Technology,
CTR. FOR STRATEGIC & INT’L STUDS. (July 31, 2023), https://www.csis.org/analysis/understanding-hamass-and-
hezbollahs-uses-information-technology.

20 Joshua Klein, Exclusive: Renown Urban Warfare Expert John Spencer Warns ‘World Playing Into Hamas’s
Strategy’, BREITBART (Apr. 1, 2024), https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2024/04/01/exclusive-renown-urban-
warfare-expert-john-spencer-warns-world-playing-hamass-strategy/.
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I, HAMAS’ AMERICAN PROPAGANDA DIVISION

A. The “Palestine Committee”

36. In 1988, the Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas founded the “Palestine Committee”
to serve as Hamas’ terrorist funding and support enterprise in the United States.?! The Palestine
Committee was a network of like-minded organizations that disregarded corporate forms and legal
requirements. The Palestine Committee directly coordinated with Hamas to help achieve its goals
in the United States. For example, in 1993, the FBI wiretapped a meeting between the Palestine
Committee and Hamas operatives in the United States that

show([s] internal discussions on how to improve activities in support
of Hamas within the US and how to shield them from the
designation of Hamas as a terrorist organization. US-based Hamas
activists agreed that hiding their affiliation and intentions was the
best tactic to avoid negative consequences. “I swear by Allah that
war is deception,” said one senior leader, “[d]eceive, camouflage,
pretend that you’re leaving while you’re walking that way. Deceive
your enemy.” “Let’s not hoist a large Islamic flag and let's not be
barbaric-talking. We will remain a front so that if the thing [the U.S.
government ban on Hamas] happens, we will benefit from the new
happenings instead of having all of our organizations classified and
exposed.”?2

37.  The wiretapped meeting centered around the Palestine Committee’s assurance to
Hamas that, following the Oslo Accords, it remained committed to promoting Hamas’ goal of
derailing Israel’s normalization and peace efforts by assisting on all fronts: financial,
informational, and political.

38.  The Palestine Committee consisted of several organizations. The most relevant here

are the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development (“HLF”), the Islamic Association for

21 Lorenzo Vidino, The Hamas Networks in America: A Short History, GW PROGRAM ON EXTREMISM, at 5, 7-8
(Oct. 2023), https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs5746/files/2023-10/hamas-networks-final.pdf.

22 Lorenzo Vidino, The Hamas Networks in America: A Short History, GW PROGRAM ON EXTREMISM, at 5 (Oct.
2023), https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs5746/files/2023-10/hamas-networks-final.pdf.
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Palestine (“1AP), and IAP’s many alter egos, including the American Muslim Society (“AMS?”).
HLF served as Hamas’ fundraising arm in the United States. IAP’s “primary function was to serve
as the public voice of Hamas in the United States.”?®* AMS was originally incorporated as a
separate organization, but merged with AP and operated as one of its many alter egos.?*

39. HLF and IAP were both founded and controlled by members of Hamas’ senior
leadership. For example, IAP was founded by Khaled Mashal, the current Acting Chairman of the
Hamas Political Bureau.?® Mr. Mashal described AP as one of the “first pillars” of Hamas’ terrorist
organization.?® AP was heavily financed by Mousa abu Marzook, a “Specially Designated Global
Terrorist.”?’

40. In 2001, the United States Office of Foreign Asset Control designated HLF a
“Specially Designated Global Terrorist.”?® Then, in 2008, HLF and five of its leaders—often
referred to by Hamas and its allies as the “Holy Land 5”—were convicted of providing material
support to Hamas.?® Among many other things, evidence at trial established “numerous donation

checks” were “for Palestinian Mujahidden [martyrs] only.”%

23 Matthew Levitt, Hamas: Politics, Charity, and Terrorism in the Service of Jihad, 151 (2006).

24 See Boim v. Am. Muslims for Palestine, 9 F.4th 545, 548 (7th Cir. 2021) (recognizing, as several courts have, that
AMS was an alter ego of 1AP).

%5 Head of Hamas Abroad Khaled Mashal: Only Jihad Will Restore Our Rights, Memri (Mar. 10, 2025),
https://www.memri.org/tv/khaled-mashal-hamas-abroad-jihad-resistance-battlefield; Hamas’ Mashaal Rejects
Trump’s Gaza Plan, Vows to Pursue “Jihad and Resistance’, ISRAEL NATIONAL NEws (Mar. 17, 2025),
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/405475; Hamas: What Has Happened to its Most Prominent Leaders?,
BBC (Jan. 21, 2025), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67103298; Mapping Palestinian Politics —
Khaled Mashal, EUROPEAN COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS,
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/khaled _mashal/.

%6 Garry M. Servold, The Muslim Brotherhood and Islamic Radicalism, KNow THY ENEMY: PROFILES OF
ADVERSARY LEADERS AND THEIR STRATEGIC CULTURES, at 61-62 (Barry R. Schneider & Jerrold M. Post eds.,
2003), https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CSDS/Books/knowthyenemy3.pdf.

21 OFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSET CONTROL, SANCTIONS LIST SEARCH: MOUSA ABU MARZOOK A/K/A ABU OMAR, ABU
UMAR, ABU RI1zQ, https://sanctionssearch.ofac.treas.gov/Details.aspx?id=3754.

28 OFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSET CONTROL, SANCTIONS LIST SEARCH: HOLY LAND FOUNDATION FOR RELIEF AND
DEVELOPMENT, https://sanctionssearch.ofac.treas.gov/Details.aspx?id=7116.

29 See Press Release, Federal Judge Hands Down Sentences in Holy Land Foundation Case, U.S. DEP’T OF JUSTICE
(Mar. 27, 2009), https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/federal-judge-hands-downs-sentences-holy-land-foundation-case.
30 From Ivory Towers to Dark Corners: Investigating the Nexus between Antisemitism, Tax-Exempt Universities,
and Terror Financing: Hearing before the House Committee on Ways and Means, 118 Cong. (2023), at 8
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41. In December 2004, after an AP alter ego was found civilly liable for funneling
money to Hamas in violation of the Antiterrorism Act, IAP dissolved.3!

42. Hamas’ initial material support enterprise was so significant to Hamas that, on
October 9, 2023, Hamas officials explained that one of their motivations for their October 7
terrorist attack included demanding the release of the terrorist financiers convicted in the HLF trial.

B. AMP and NSJP

43. Shortly after the original material support enterprise for Hamas—including HLF
and IAP—was exposed, its architects worked to resurrect the enterprise in a way that would more
effectively hide their actions. In 2006, several of the original enterprise’s key members founded
AMP to fill the gap left by the loss of IAP. That is, to—once again—provide Hamas with an
effective propaganda and recruiting arm in the United States.

44.  There s “significant overlap between AMP and people who worked for or on behalf
of organizations that were designated, d