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communications, to and from the uthern District of New York and elsewhere, in furtherance of

that scheme.

3. In furtherance of the conspiracy and to effect the illl 1l objects thereof, the
following overt acts, among others, were committed in the uthern District of New York and
elsewhere:

a. Between 2017 through in or about 2024, MICHAEL SMITH, the defendant,
created thousands of accounts on digital music streaming platfo  ; (the “Streaming Platforms™)
using fake names and fake email accounts.

b. Betweer }7thro  1inorabout 2024, MICHAEL SMITH, the defendant,
used “bo utomated prc  am o stream the Al nerated songs billions of times.

c. On or about March 6, 2018, a Manhéttan—based music distribution company
(“Distribution Company-1") informed SM. ../ that one of his  ngs “fit the criteria that is usually
linked to store end streamii  abuse.” SMITH responded, “I acknowledge what you wrote and I
ask that you ill release it. We have no intentions of committing streaming fraud.” Laterthat me
year, in or about October 2018, Distribution Company-! advised SMITH that it had received
“multiple reports of streamii  abuse from different stores” and, as a result, planned to remove
SMITH’s releases from all stores. Distribution Company-1 further advised SMITH, “engaging in
fraudulent activity, including artificially increasing your stream counts in stores (commonly
known as “streaming abuse™), is a violation of " “stribution Company-1°s] Terms of Service.” In
response, SMITH lied about his streaming fraud, claiming: “This is absolutely wrong and crazy!

... There is absolutely no fraud going on whatsoever! How can I appeal this?”
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Section 2461(c), any and all property, real and personal, that constitutes or is derived from
proceeds traceable to the commission of said offense, includit  but not limited to a sum of money
in United States currency representii  the amount of proceeds traceable to the commission of said

offense.

5. If any of the above-« cribed forfeitable property, as a result of any act or omission
of the defendant:
(a) cannot be located upon the exercise of due dil’ nce;
(b) has been transferred or sold to, or deposited with, a third person;
(c) has been placed beyond the jurisdiction of the Court;
(d) has been substantially diminished in value; or
(e) has been commingled with other property which cannot be subdivided without

difficulty;
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it is the intent of the United Sta , pursuant to Title 21, United States Code, Section 853(p) and
..tle 28, United States Code, Section 2461(c), to seek forfeiture of any other property of the
defendant up to the value of the above forfeitable property.

(Title 18, United States Code, Section 981;

Title 21, United States Code, Sections 853; and
Title 28, United States Code, Section 2461.)




