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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
---------------------------X 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

-against -

ERNEST AIELLO, 
NELSON ALVAREZ, 

also known as "Spanish G," 
LOUIS APICELLA, 

also known as "Lou Ap," 
AMMAR AW A WDEH, 

also known as "Flapper Poker" 
and "Flappy ," 

SAUL BECHER, 
CHAUNCEY BILLUPS, 
MATTHEW DADD IN 0, 

also known as "Matty" and 
"The Wrestler," 

ERIC EARNEST, 
also known as "Spook," 

LEE FAMA, 
JOHN GALLO, 
MARCO GARZON, 
THOMAS GELARDO, 

also known as "'Juice," 
JAMIE GILET, 
TONY GOODSON, 

also known as "Black Tony," 
KENNY HAN, 
SHANE HENNEN, 

also known as "Sugar," 
OSMAN HOTI 

also known as "Albanian Bruce" 
and "Big Bruce," 

HORATIO HU, 
also known as "H," 

ZHEN HU, 
also known as "Jonathan Chan," 
Jonathan Hu," "Scruli" and 
"Stanley," 

INDICTMENT 

Cr. No. _________ _ 
(T. 18, U.S.C., §§ 924(d)(l), 
98l(a)(l)(C), 982(a)(l), 982(b)(l), 1349, 
195l(a), 1955(a), 1955(d), 19�6(h), 2 
and 3551 et�.; T. 21, U .S.C., § 853(p ); 
T. 28, U.S.C., § 2461(c))

1:25-cr-00314-JMA-CHK
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DAMON JONES, 
also known as "Dee Jones," 

JOSEPH LANNI, 
JOHN MAZZOLA, 

also known as "John South," 
CURTIS MEEKS, 

also known as "Curt," 
NICHOLAS MINUCCI, 
MICHAEL RENZULLI, 
ANGELO RUGGIERO, JR., 
ANTHONY SHNA YDERMAN, 

also known as "Doc," 
ROBERT STROUD, 

also known as "Black Rob," 
SETH TRUSTMAN, 
SOPHIA WEI, 

also known as "Pookie," and 
JULIUS ZILIANI, 

also known as "Jay," 

Defendants. 

---------------------------X 

THE GRAND JURY CHARGES: 

INTRODUCTION 

At all times relevant to this Indictment unless otherwise indicated: 

1. Beginning in at least 2019, the defendants and their co-conspirators

engaged in a complex fraud scheme to rig, or cheat at, illegal poker games in the Eastern District 

of New York and throughout the United States (the "Rigged Poker Scheme" or the "Scheme"). 

The defendants and their co-conspirators carried out the Rigged Poker Scheme by manipulating 

certain poker games at otherwise non-rigged, or "straight," illegal poker games, including 

weekly poker games occurring at locations on Washington Place (the "Washington Place 

Game") and Lexington A venue (the "Lexington A venue Game") in Manhattan, New York. 

The Washington Place Game and Lexington Avenue Game were "on record" with, and operated 
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with the express permission and approval of, members and associates of certain organized crime 

families of La Cosa Nostra, who provided support and protection for the games and collected 

owed debts from the games in exchange for a portion of the illegal gambling proceeds. 

2. Victims of the Rigger Poker Scheme (the "Victims") believed they were

participating in "straight" illegal poker games and that they were gambling against other 

participants on equal footing. In reality, however, the defendants and their co-conspirators, who 

constituted the remaining participants purportedly playing in the poker games, worked together 

on cheating teams (collectively, the "Cheating Teams") that used advanced wireless technologies 

to read the cards dealt in each poker hand and relay that information to the defendants and co­

conspirators participating in the illegal poker games (collectively, the "Rigged Games"). The 

defendants and their co-conspirators then bet accordingly to ensure that the unsuspecting Victims 

lost money. Through the Rigged Poker Scheme, the defendants and their co-conspirators 

defrauded Victims of millions of dollars. 

THE DEFENDANTS 

3. The defendant ERNEST AIELLO was a resident of Wantagh, New York,

and a member of the Bonanno Crime Family of La Cosa Nostra (the "Bonanno Crime Family"). 

4. The defendant NELSON ALVAREZ, also known as "Spanish G," was a

resident of Uniondale, New York, and a member of the Cheating Teams. 

5. The defendant LOUIS APICELLA, also known as "Lou Ap," was a

resident of New Rochelle, New York, an associate of the Gambino Crime Family of La Cosa 

Nostra (the "Gambino Crime Family") and a member of the Cheating Teams. 

6. The defendant AMMAR AW A WDEH, also known as "Flapper Poker"

and "Flappy ," was a resident of Brooklyn, New York, an associate of the Gambino Crime Family 
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scheme and artifice to defraud the Victims, including John Doe # 1, John Doe #2, John Doe #3 

and John Doe #4, and to obtain money and property from the Victims by means of one or more 

materially false and fraudulent pretenses, representations and promises, and for the purpose of 

executing such scheme and artifice, to transmit and cause to be transmitted by means of wire 

communication in interstate and foreign commerce writings, signs, signals, pictures and sounds, 

contrary to Title 18, United States Code, Section 1343. 

(Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1349 and 3551 et seq.) 

COUNT TWO 
(Operation of an Illegal Gambling Business- Washington Place Game) 

49. The allegations contained in paragraphs one through 46 are realleged and

incorporated as if fully set forth in this paragraph. 

50. In or about and between January 2021 and October 2023, both dates being

approximate and inclusive, within the Eastern District of New York and elsewhere, the 

defendants AMMAR AW A WDEH, also known as "Flapper Poker" and "Flappy ," MATTHEW 

DADDINO, also known as "Matty" and "The Wrestler," LEE FAMA, JOHN GALLO, JOSEPH 

LANNI, NICHOLAS MINUCCI, MICHAEL RENZULLI and ANGELO RUGGIERO, JR., 

together with others, did knowingly and intentionally conduct, finance, manage, supervise, direct 

and own all or part of an illegal gambling business, to wit: a gambling business involving illegal 

poker games located in and around Washington Place, New York, New York, which operated in 

violation of the laws of New York State, to wit: New York Penal Law Sections 225.05, and 

20.00, and which involved five or more persons who conducted, financed, managed, supervised, 

directed and owned all or part of such business and which remained in substantially continuous 
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