
CAMBRIDGE DISTRICT COURT 

  CASE NUMBER:  1152cr001382 

COMMONWEALTH   ) 

VS.   ) 

LOTFOLAH AFRASIABI   ) 

DEFENDANT’S MOTION INLIMINE FOR VIDEO TESTIMONY OF PROFESSOR NOAM CHOMSKY 

REGARDING HIS COLLABORATION WITH DEFENDANT ON THE RELEASE OF US HOSTAGE 

Now comes the Defendant, Afrasiabi, Pro Se, and moves the Honorable Court to allow 

video testimony of Professor Noam Chomsky, who is in retirement in Arizona and due to his old 

age and frail health unable to testify at trial. 

As grounds for this Motion, Defendant states the following: 

(a) Professor Chomsky is a world-renowned professor emeritus of Linguistics at

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (M.I.T.).

(b) Defendant knows Professor Chomsky for a long time, has conducted two interviews with

him, and has a blurb from Professor Chomsky on the cover of his book, Looking For

Rights At Harvard (2010).

(c) In 2008-2009, Defendant and Professor Chomsky collaborated for the release of three

American hikers held in Iran.  Per the Defendant’s initiative, Professor Chomsky wrote a
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letter to Iran’s President calling for the release of the three Americans.  Afrasiabi then 

submitted to the Iranian authorities and followed-up on it and, fortunately, received a 

positive response.  Afrasiabi used his rapport with Iran’s Mission repeatedly on behalf of 

the US hostages in Iran, including the FBI agent missing in Iran, Professor Haleh 

Esfandiari of Wilson Center, and the three American hikers, thus acting in American 

national interests. 

(d) Professor Chomsky has recently written a letter to the court confirming the above-

stated facts about the three American hikers.  See Exhibits No. 1 and 2: Chomsky’s

Letter to Iran’s President, and Chomsky’s letter to Court.

(e) In light of the government’s accusation of Afrasiabi as a “national security threat,” e.g.,

in the Criminal Complaint, Professor Chomsky’s testimony is crucial in establishing the

sheer absurdity of this false allegation and in providing material evidence to the

contrary, that is, Afrasiabi’s record of assisting the US objectives toward Iran, thus acting

as a national security asset.

Wherefore, Defendant prays the court to allow the video testimony of Professor Chomsky, who 

is 94 years old and unable to travel to New York. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lotfolah K. Afrasiabi, Pro Se 
Date: July 19, 2023 
CC: US attorney, Sara Winik, Ian Richardson. 








