
Jim Donchess
Mayor ● City of Nashua 

229 Main Street  •  PO Box 2019  •  Nashua, New Hampshire 03061-2019 
603.589.3260  •  fax 603.594.3450  •  NashuaMayor@NashuaNH.gov 

www.NashuaNH.gov 

June 4, 2024 

Ms. Beth Scaer 

11 East Hobart Street 

Nashua, NH 03060 

Dear Ms. Scaer: 

My office has received your letter appealing the decision to deny your request to fly the Pine 

Tree flag on the City Hall flag pole. 

Upon further review of your letter and the City’s flag pole policy, this decision is upheld. 

Attached is a copy of the City’s flag policy for your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Donchess, Mayor 

City of Nashua 
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Beth Scaer <bscaer@gmail.com>

Appeal of rejection of my request to fly a flag in commomeration of the Battle of
Bunker Hill
Beth Scaer <bscaer@gmail.com> Mon, Jun 3, 2024 at 8:10 AM
To: Mayor's Office Email <NashuaMayor@nashuanh.gov>
Cc: Risk Management Dept <risk@nashuanh.gov>, "Cummings, Tim" <CummingsT@nashuanh.gov>, "Bolton, Steve"
<BoltonS@nashuanh.gov>, nashuahistorical@comcast.net, newhampshire@societyofthecincinnati.org,
MTCDARregent@gmail.com

Mayor Donchess,

Nashua's brave soldiers fought and died at the Battle of Bunker Hill on June 17, 1775. I applied to raise the Pine Tree
Flag, which our soldiers carried into battle that day, on the Nashua City Hall Plaza to commemorate this solemn
anniversary. My request was rejected because the "flag is not in harmony with the message that the City wishes to
express or endorse." The citizens of Nashua would be quite alarmed and ashamed to know that the City does not endorse
the message of commemorating our soldiers fighting and dying at the Battle of Bunker Hill. 

I am writing to appeal this decision by Jennifer Deshaies of Risk Management and requesting that my application to raise
the Pine Tree Flag on June 15 be approved.

See my application and the rejection letter below.
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SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION 
City Hall Pina 

C'-0mplete the application m llll tnllrt'tY Submit the apphcation along with 1my add1t1onal ttqu1remenl$ Ill 
lea&t ten 00) calendar dan prior to the C\.'Cnt · C'1t)' of :'\ashua. Risk ~tona(ceml!:nt Dcptirtmcmt. 229 ~tain 
Street, Nashua NH 03061, fl'u: to ()01·589·1359 or Risk NB:o.hua:'\ll .gov 

If opplicnble. apphcant mu11t 11uhmit 8 t-ert1r1cntc of LU8Urance ni:.mmg the C'1ty or Ntuihun 01 tho ccrllf1cnt.e 
holder a nd all a11 add1t1onol in1ured ~Rectu\( $1 OOO,OOOJS2,000,000 gcnl'rul !il1b1hty LniJuranoc 

(f npphcable. contact thl' Pf;'rmit• ('oordmrit.or 60-'l-589·3276. to obtun a Pernut to ~~ncumber. Any 
applie.1nt that would lib to ploc<' an ob.truct.1on m the City right·of·way (111dtwalk abuttm~ thft plavt) will 
nff'd to obtain a Penrut to En..:umber. Th11 1ndud• 1tgnage. mat.enal11 or part1npantll 

l ()ri"anu.auun · _cnl,_,a'------

l .\Jdres.·'. ~ast Hobart Street Nashua NH 03060 

1 ~ame of i:;,·ent· Commemoration of the Battle of Bunker Hill 

5. t«oques«-d Dat.e(1) of l::vt"nt· 06/1512~ lkquested Timef.,) ofl-.:\"ent 10:~00~a~m~---

~~vent Detai11J {PJe11~ include approxunnu num~r of attendees, whother ()T not Ndov.'Nk will b'1 utilized and 
additional details that may N pert.uumt to th• tt~nv ff your request 16 /;() baveta na, floM·n. but with no 
ccromtmy, pleaM md1cau /IN • uc.h Mlow 

We will raise the Pine Tree Flag to commemorate the Battle of Bunker H•ll on June 17 1775. 
We will remember the Nashua soldiers that d·ed 1n the Battle mdud1ng William Harris the 
young drummer boy and ~onel Ebenezer Bancroft, who had led the march on Lexington and 
Concord. 

We are expecting five people to attond and we will not obstruct the sidewalk. 

OBSERVANCE OP l.AWS .Q.1> OR.D!:SASQ(3 
TMund.:r..-c-'aluo&!Wlhf11Jh·obwn• i... .. 11~·wt ~ • ..,au1""'"•nd •'f"l1hll"n.oflhPptnn11.b•• n;~ an.-J,.,.J,na....,,.ttftlwC"mol 
!\a.Ji .. ,. Thi> urldo:.-,.~ ~lal..., r..1d1f\ll!\ cie. f'l"<I. ~•ftd .,. aD la•"' n&JMafl4 n-,...al1<1"1'1i Mir•h<-1 co,, ... ,.ll>!"itUIHtr11} 

,i,,, 'l1a1ta.ndS.·n;~l•UC>< "h•hm.y•!Jl'I' 

U..'Pf;'.JNIFICATION 
1'M11nd.:!ra•Jivd•ht.llhne1ti.1iv"tttot.111,nhcoh111lfnfth•'lorf.ln121non The"nd;:,ro1tn1:<:!'"4il1• 1,._t.ndpr lN:t,h.,tdht.1'1'111.:-• 
1ndi'01m1fy and '.kf~n1l 11M,o <'1ty. 1~c<•m1U,.•l(ln•. oftl(('n •l<'•llli •od em111v)'l:cil •tt•in•tany a nd all li.1h1ht1. 1.111,.••11f11t:110n. tlau:u 00 
d •m•ft'• or CO!lt and exp<o!lt!&a rmnr truin t.111-S<'<ll)' U1•111' from. or "'"ulll ll(dil"('(tit' Of' 1n1l1rf'<tl)' from 1 11\· acu oft M a ppheanl or 1n1 
of U:i olf•""'*· etnj)lu}~S. 1>t a1..,n1~ d ''"'' 111 thto p.·rror1n11~ or opert.t1<1n1. oft he t!v<' lll, "' iml' ... t d<•nfl 110(1..•r lll\'l•·ndr<I t.uth.,ruy of th1~ 
applll'ahon Thu aJll"C\"UX"ntto mdoemruf)< 1nJ hold l~· f\ry harmk,... •hall 1n.clude an) COt>UI ,.,, 11rt"t·•I b~ ti..- C-111 1n dt.·ff"ndmranf actaun 
1n•ohrnran act h)· lht •1>Pl"'-anl !•t •nyuf1h · m. rt •mp~foe.11 or 1.cenu. and ~h.i.JJ ' "' lud<> ttW.-M'~, "°"' 1n..11rrM h) th~' ('1!) 

I tf'rt.f!,· th.at tbe aru""" , .. ,.n h.·"11n """ tria.· ~ ... 1\.,.11'.'lpWte to tM heat of my k....,.,.1.-d.,, and I h•"1' ..,l ,,.•ll•:d •n~ 1n,,,..,.,.t~.., I 
fun...,.ult'kr•ta.odtlw-4>~1'1elw lfl t·.; . •••i.-.Jin1 or1.u1uti.M1.n~1J0111nm•·11-p! Al• "''"'"'nrl~"IY b~tM 
e1r1alldola.ot1fto11bioMl111t:'lh""'"'" 1 

0512712024 

fFor milura11tt pu~·iJ." l!lf~ t1pp1'at11on ""'~" - a conuaaual obl1t./ft1on m ttprd11 to natnm/l" the Cit)' of 
.\'al!hu,'f •-"an additional uuur«ll 

----~---'=C~i=ty~o~f=N=a~sh=u~a=--~~~~""""=~=~~-=-·~ Rls~ Managemen1 Department '°~""""'0 
229 Man Street -Nashua NH 03060 r •• 501 ~]W} 

\1a) 29. 2024 

Ms. l3c1h Scaer 
! I Eas1 Hobart S1rcct 
Nashua '\!I I 03060 

RE: fLAG POLE REQl I SI 

Ms. Scaer: 

We ha\e re'iewed your applkat1on Jatcd \la) '17. '1014. requesting ton) the Pinc Tree flagon a C"it) 
Plaza nag pok. The Oag is not in hannon) v.11h the message that the Cil) \\iW\ 10 Cl.;prt'SS and endorse. 
lherefore. \\C must den) )Out rcqu.:.)t A.) th1.· lbg pol~ arc not intended to "ICl'\C as a forum for free 
expre-ssion b) the public 

Attached please find our 1·1ag Pole 1>otic) and Special [\cm Procedure~ for the Cil) llall PllL'.a that can 
also be found on the Risk Management page of the Cit) website. 

If you \\ish to appeal this decision it mny be nude 10 the Mayor"s omce \\ithin three busincs"' days ofafter 
rccci\ ing our decision. The appeal shnll be in \'riting. stating the basis therefore and relief sought. The 
Ma) Or's onicc \\ill re\iew our decision and announce its de-cision as promplly ~ pos-,iblc. but no later 
than ten business da}S after receipt of the appeal. 

Sincereh. 

~;,_UL-_ 
Jennifer L. Deshaies 
Rhk \1anagement 

Incl. 
SPECIAL EVf!\1 1 APPi ICA"l 10\J Cil)" llall J>l:u.a 
I I.AU POI F POLICY 
SPECIAi. EVENr PROCH l URbS Cit) I !all Pla,a 

Cc: Ylcgan Caron. Chief o f Staff 
Attomc> Ste' c Rotton. Corporation Counsel 
I im Cummings. Adminis1rot1\c ~.:n ices Director 
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