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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 3076 FEB [0 AH[]: (3
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA -

OF”F‘ECEF H{.' LEF\%(

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff, T
. 8:23CR86
VS.
: - PLEA AGREEMENT
EVAN BOWEN, o
Defendant.

_ IT IS HEREBY AGREED between the plaintiff, United States of America, through its
counsel, Lesley A. Woods, United States Attorney and Thomas J. Kangior, Assistant United
States Attorney, and defendant, Evan Bowen, and David M. Michael, counsel for defendant, as

~ follows:
.
THE PLEA
A CHARGE S) & FORFEITURE ALLEGATION(S).

Defendant agrees to plead guilty to Counts I and II of the Third Superseding Indictment
 and admit to the Forfeiture Allegation. Count I charges a violation of Title 21, United States
‘Code, Section 846, conspiracy to distribute and pessess with intent to distribute 1,000 kilograms
“ormore of a mixture or substance containing marijuana, or THC; or hashish oil. Count1I - - |
charges a violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1956(a)( D(B)(), ‘money laundering.
By admitting to. the Forfeiture Allegation of the Third Superseding Indictment, Defendant waives-
. any and all rights to all assefs listed therein in any parallel civil’_and/of administrative matter, and
agrees to the criminal, civil, and/or administrative forfeiture of the assets.
B. - In exchange for the defendant’s plea of guilty as indicated above, the United States agrees
- as follows: _ B
1. The United States will move to dismiss. Count III and the previous Indictments
naming Defendant at the time of sentencing, and also move to dismiss the Money Judgement in
sectlon 3. vw. of the Forfeiture Allegation of the Third Supersedmg Indictment as it relates to
Evan Bowen
2. The United States agrees that the defendant will not be federally prosecuted in the
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Dlstnct of Nebraska for any drug traﬂickmg or money laundermg crimes as disclosed by the
dlscovery material delivered to the defendant’s attorney as of the date this agreement is signed by
) all patties, other than as set forth in paragraph A, above. This agreement not to prosecute the
defendant for specific crimes does not prevent any'prosecutin‘g authority from prosecuting the
defendant for any other crixﬁe, or for any crime involving physical injury or death.
r o :
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE
A. ELEMENTS EXPLAINED.
Defendant understands that the offense to whlch defendant is pleadmg gmlty has the
followmg elements
Countl - _ »
1.~ Two or more persons reached an agreement or came to an understanding to
d1stnbute 1000 kilograms or more of a mixture or substance containing marijuana,
or THC, or hashish oil; and - .
2. Defendant voluntarily and .mtenﬁonallsf joined in the agreement or understanding,
either at the time it was first reached or at some later time while it was still in
. effectand ' ' , ) ’
3. At the time the defeI;dant joined in tﬁe‘ agreement or understanding, he knew the
_ purpose of the agreement or understalidjng. ' '

. Count I _
1. Defendant knowingly conducted a financial transaction affecting interstate
commerce;

2. Involving the proceeds from an-untawful activity; ,
Defendant knew the 't;ransactio‘ns"-: were des‘iig’n‘e‘d to conceal the nature or source of
-the proceeds. ' '
B.  ELEMENTS UNDERSTOOD AND ADMITTED - FACTUAL BASIS.
_ : Defendant has fully discussed the facts of this case with defense counsel. Defendant has:
committed each of the elements of the crime and adinits that there is-a factual basis for this guilty
plea. The »following facts are true and undispﬁted.-
The evidence in this case reveals that as early as January 1, 2000, the Leidermann Drug
Trafficking Organization (DTO) began distributing marijuane cultivated from several illegal
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California marijuana gtow operations. One of the grow operations was raided by the LAPD in
2014, That grow consisted of 2000 plants (each plant would produce 3.5 pounds: monthly) and
produced at least 6000 pounds monthly

The Leldernmann DTO expanded around 2014 and started a company named F astBox _
that shipped matijuana and THC products, as well as proceeds from the sale of marijuana
products, to multipte locations across'the_conntl'y, including Nebraska. Customers of the
Leiderman DTO would either buy marijuana from the organization and/or use it (FastBox) to
ship marijuana and THC products. The proceeds fron1 sale of the marijuana was then packaged

* and shipped back to California for distribution to the customers. ,

On January 19, 2020, law enfercement stopped a co-defendant v&tho was seen leaving a
Nebraska residence and found in possession of approximately $200,000 in drug proceeds. A
latter search warrant served on the same residence approximately 111 pounds of marijuana, 32
pounds of THC shatter, and 5 pounds of THC oil. Through further investi-gation, agents learned
that the Defendant was responsible for the marijuana betng sent to Nebraska and that he had
done so on previous occasions.

Phones seized during the investigaﬁ’on and several cooperating witnesses confirmed that
in 2019 and 2020, the Defendant shipped marijuana products to Nebraska and other locations

using the Leidermann Drug Trafficking Organization, During this time the Defendant shipped

hundreds of pounds ofmarijuana and THC products to a Nebraska client, The proceeds from sale
. ofthe marijuana were. then packaged for shlpment back to Los Angeles across state. lines =~

(affecting interstate commerce) which the Defendant knew was designed in whole-and in part to-

conceal and d1sgu1se the nature, location, and source, of the_proceeds of said specified unlawful

activity. | o |

r
PENALTIES ,
A. COUNT L Defendant understands that the crime to Wthh defendant is pleadmg guilty

carries the following penaltles

L. A max:mum of llfe in prison; and a mandatory minimum of 10 years;

2 A maximum $10, 000 000-fine;

3. A mandatory specml assessment of $100 per count; and

4 A term of supervised release of at least 5 years, up to life. Defendant understands
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|

( that failure to comply with ény of thé conditibns'of ~éupervised release may result ‘
in revocation of supervised release, requiring defendant to serve in prison all or
part of the term of supervised release. -

5. Possible ineligibility for certain F ederal benefits.
B. COUNTIL |
1. A maximum of 20 years in prison;-
2. A maiimmn $500,000 fine or twice the value of the monetary instrument or funds
“involved; o | '
A mandatory special assessment of $100 per count; and
4. Atermof supervised release of not more than 3 yeafs. Defendant understands that
failure to‘:comply with any of ihe conditions of supervised release may result in
revocation of supervised release, "req'uiring defendant to serve in' pﬁson all or part
| of the term of supervised release.
5. Possiblé'ineligibility for certain Federal benefits.
' v

AGREEMENT LIMITED TO U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA

« This plea agreement is limited to the United States Attorney’s Oﬁice for the District of .
Nebraska, and cannot bind aﬂy othé_r federal, state or local prosecuting, administrative, or
regulatory authorities. - "
\'A _
 SENTENCING ISSUES

A SENTENCING AGREEMENTS. ’ )

Alth'ough the parties understand that the Gﬁide,lines are advis_ory and only one of the
factors the court will consider under 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a) in imposing a sentence, the parties will
jointly recommend the following Base (_)ffcnse Level, Specific Offense Characteristics,
Adjustments and Departures (if applicable). Unless otherwise stated, all agreements as to
sentencing issues are made pursuant to Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 11(c)(1)(B).

1. The parties agree that the defendant should be held responsible, beyond a reasonable

doubt, for at least 1,000 kilograms but less than 3,000 kilograms of Marijuana.
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2.

If'the défendant is found to be entitled to an offense levelrredu'ction under U.S.S.G.
3El. l(a) for acceptance of responsibility, the United States hereby moves that the
coutt reduce the defendant‘s offense level by one additional level, pursuant to
U.S.S.G. § 3E1.1(b), if that paragraph otherwise applies.

If defendant truthfully discloses to the United States all information and ev1dcnce the
defendant has concerning the offense and relevant conduct, and if defendant
otherwise qualifies for “safety valve" pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3553(f) and U.S.S.G. §
5C1.2, the United States will recommend a two-level rcdnction:pursuant 10§
2D1.1(b)(18), and relief from any statutory mandatory minimum sentence pursuant to
§3553(f) and § 5C1.2. Defendant understands that if he does not qualify for §
3553(f) and § 5C1.2, defendant may be subject to a statutory mandatory minimum

sentence

B.  ACCEPTANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY.
Notwithstanding paragraph A above, the United States will not recommend -any

adjustment for Acceptance of Responsibility if defendant:

1.

Nooow oW

' Fails to admit a complete factual basis for the gu11ty plea at the time it is
entered, or ,
Denies involvement in the offense, gives conﬂicting statements about that
involvement, or is untruthful with the court or probatlon officer,or
Fails to appear in court, or _
" Engages in additional ¢riminal conduct, or |
Attempts to withdraw the guilty plea, or
Refiises to abide by any lawful court order or
Contests or assists any third party in contestlng the forfelture of property(les)

seized or forfeited in-connection with this case,

The parties further agree the defendant will make no “blanket” objections to the

. eriminal history calculation (specific ’objéctions based on stated grounds are permitted).

Objections to criminal history on the basis that the defendant was not the person who was

convicted of the offense(s) described in the presentence investigation report or on the basis

that the defendant was not represented by counsel in connection with such conviction(s), if

‘determined to be unfounded, are evidence the defendant has not accepted responsibility
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and the parties agree no credit for acceptance of responsnblhty should be given.

C. ADJUSTMENTS; DEPARTURES &»REDUCTIONS UNDER 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a).
V- The parties agree that defendant may request.or recommend additional downward

adjustmentsV,I departures, including criminal history departures under U.S.S.G. § 4A1.3,and

sentence retiuctions under 18 U.S.C: § 3553(a); and that the United States will opp'ose' any such

downward adjustments, departures, and sentence reductlons not set forth in Section V, paragraph
A above.

D. CRIMINAL HISTORY.

o The parties have no agreement concerning the defendant’s Cnmmal History Category,

except that if defendant is determined to be a Career Offender, the parties agree that the
defendant is automatically a Criminal History Category VI pursuant to U.S.S.G. § 4B1.1(b)-
E.  ‘FACTUAL BASIS” AND “RELEVANT CONDUCT" INFORMATION.

The parties agree that the facts in the “factual basis” paragraph of this agreement, if any,

~ are true, and may be considered as “relevant conduct” under'U.S.S.G. § 1B1.3 and as the nature
- and circumstances of the offense under 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a)(1). _

The parties. agree that all information known by the efﬁc‘e of United States Pretrial
Service may be used by the Probation Office in sub‘mitting its presentence report and may be ‘
disclosed to the court for purposes of séntencing. ' |
F. IMMIGRATION CONSEQUENCES
- Defendant is aware of and acknowledges that his plea pursuant to this plea agreement
may have immigration consequences up to and including poss1b1e deportatlon

Vi
DEFENDANT WAIVES APPEAL AND COLLATERAL ATTACK

The defendant here'by knowingly and expressly waives any and all rights to appeal the
defendant's conviction and sentence, including any restitution order in this case, and including a
waiver of all motions, defenses, and objections which the defendant could assert to the charges
or'to the Court's entry of Judgment against the defendant, and including review pursuant to 18
U.S.C. § 3742 of any sentence 1mposed except: | '

(a) As provided in Sectlon I above, (if thisis a conthlonal gullty plea); and
- (b) A claim of ineffective assistance of counsel.
(c) A right to file a motion under Section 3582(c)(1)(A);
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1. the general right to file a conipassi'onate release motion;
2. therighttofilea se‘con‘dv or successivé such motion; or
3. the right to appeal the denial of a compassionate release.
~ The defendant further knowingiy and expressly waives any and all rights to contest the
defendant's conviction atnd sentence in any post-conviction proceedings, including any |
proceedings under 28 U.S.C. § 2255, except: _

(a) The right to timely challenge the defendant's conviction and the sentence
of the Court should the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals or tlte United States Supreme Court later |
find that the eharge to which the defendant is agreeing to plead guilty fails to state a crime.

. (b) The right to seek post-conviction relief based on iﬁeffective a_ssistanée of
counsel | |

If defendant breaches this plea agreement, at any time, in any way, mcludmg, but not
limited to, appealing or collaterally attacking the conviction or sentence, the United States may
prosecute defendant for any counts, including those with mandatory minimum sentences,
dismissed~ or not charged pursuant to this plea agreement. Additionally, the United States may
use any factual admissions made by defendant pursuant to this plea agreement in any such_
prosecution. |

BREACH OF AGREEMENT o
"Should it be c0ncluded by the United States that the défendant has committed a crime -
subsequent to signing the plea agreement, or otherwise violated this plea agreement, the
defendant shall then be subject to prosecution for any federal; state, or local erime(s) which this
agreement otherwise anticipated would be dismissed or not prosecuted. Any such
prosecution(s) may be premised upon any mformatlon statement, or testimony prov1ded by the
- defendant.

In the' event the defendant commits a crime or otherwise violates any term or condition of
this plea agr‘eemertt the defendant shall not, because of such violation of this agreement, be
allowed to w1thdraw the. defendant‘s plea of guilty, and the United States will be relieved of any
obligdtion it otherwise has under this agreement and may withdraw any motlons for dismissal of

charges or for sentence relief it had ah'eady ﬁled
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SCOPE OF AGREEMENT
A. This plea agreement embodies the entire agreement between the: partles and

supersedes any other agreement, written or oral.

B. By signing this agreement, the defendant agrees that the time between the date the
-defendant signs the agreement and the date of the gullty plea will be excluded under the Speedy
Trial Act. The defendant stipulates that such period of delay is necessary in order for the
defendant to have opportunity to enter the -anticipated plea of guilty, and that the ends of justice
served by such period of delay outwelgh the best interest of the defendant and the publicina |
speedy trial. A :

C. The United States may use against the defendant any dlsclosure(s) the defendant has
made pursuant to this agreement in any civil proceeding. Nothing contained in this agreement
shall'in any manner limit the defendant's civil liability which may otherwise be ‘fotmd-to exist,or -
" in any manner limit or prevent the United States from pursuing any applicable civil remedy,
including but not limited to remedies regarding asset forfeiture and/or taxation.
D. Pursuant to'18 U.S.C. § 3013, the defendant will pay to the Clerk of the District -
~ Court the mandatory special assessment- of $100 for each felony count to which the defendant
pleads guilty. The defendant will make this payment at or before the tlme of sentencmg
' 'E. By s1gmng this agreement the defendant waives the right to withdraw the
defendant’s plea of guilty pursuant to Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 11(d). The defendant
‘may only withdraw the guilty plea in the event the court rejects the plea agreement pursuant o
Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 11(c)(5). Furthermore, defendant. nnder_stands that if the
| ceuxt rejects the plea agreement, whether or not defendant withdraws the guilty plea, the United
States is relieved of any obligation it had under the agreement and defendant shali be subjectto
prosecution for any federal, state, or local crime(s) which this agreement otherwise anticipated
would be dismissed or not prosecuted. A o
F. This agreement may be withdrawn by the United States at any time prior to its being
- signed by-all parties. Further, this proposed .piea agreement is automatically withdrawn if the
pfonerly executed original agreement is not receiyed on or before December 24, 2025, at the
United States Attorney's Office, District of Nebraska. . |
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DEFENDANT AND COUNSEL FULLY UNT _;_ AND AGREEMENT
By signing this agreement, defendant certifies that deferidant read it (or that it has been
read to defendant in defendant’s native language). Defenidant has discussed the terms of this
agreement with defense counsel and fully understands its meaning and effect. -

UNITED STATES GF AMERICA
LESLEY A. WOODS |
 United States Attorney

THOMAS J, qéx’o '
ASsrsTAN"l‘%ATT RNEY

'2_//6/20 2-L— |
Date'v / o
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