AO 91 (Rev. 11/11) Criminal Complaint

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

for the
Eastern District of North Carolina
United States of America )
V. )
Eric Constantine Byrd ; CaseNo. 5:26-MJ-1437-]G
)
)
)
Defendant(s)
CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

L, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.
On or about the date(s) of 2/9/2026 throu~+ 28/2026 in the county of Wake in the
Eastemn District of North Carofina , the defendant(s) violated:

Code Section Offense Description
18 U.S.C. § 875(c) Transmitting a threat in interstate commerce to injure the person of another

This criminal complaint is based on these facts:
See attached affidavit, iIncorporated herein by reference.

# Continued on the attached sheet.
Complainant’s sightature
On this day - SA Garrett Igo, FBI
appcared berore me via reliable elecironic means, was Printed name and title
placed under oath, and attested to the contents of this
Criminal Complaint.
Date:
City an James k. Gawes, U.>. magisuae vuage
Printed name and title
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chudboirick (80549399377) - March 02 2026

Yeah

chudboirick (80549399377) - March 02 2026

Idc about my life

Another user - March 02 2026

Do not pull that trigger

chudboirick (80549399377) - March 02 2026

Too late this is my spirit talking

chudboirick (80549399377) - March 02 2026

I’m not doing a boring suicide

23. On March 5, 2026, Byrd continued the message exchange by sending a video
depicting himself with a Nazi SS pendant necklace and holding a gun. During the video, images
of mass shooters Brenton Tarrant, Natalie Lynn Rupnow, and Solomon Henderson flashed across
the screen. Rupnow is the mass shooter responsible for the Abundant Life Christian School
shooting in December 2024. The message exchange continued as follows:

chudboirick (80549399377) — March 05 2026

Little does bro know about the saints in the vid that I was flashing
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Another User — March 05, 126

Who are they

chudboirick (80549399377) — March 05, 2026
Brenton Tarrant literally aired out a whole mosque and live-streamed it. Praise the chud!
And Samantha Rupnow is a saintess. And Solomon Henderson killed a beaner bitch at his

school also a saint

chudboirick (80549399377) — March 05, 2026

I’ll send you the livestream link

Another User — March 05 2026

They’re saints bc of that?

chudboirick (80549399377) March 06 2026
Yes they’re cleansing the world that’s full of filth of course they’re saints. They literally

did God’s work

Another User  March 06 2026

I see I see

Another User — March 06 2026

When did this mosque shooting happen
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IDENTIFIC * ""ON OF ERIC CONSTANTINF "YRD

25.  Through the use of several Emergency Disclosure Requests (EDR) and Facial
Recognition technology, the user of the Instagram accounts “chudboirick” and “godfatherrick9”
was identified as Eric Constantine Byrd, date of birth (DOB) November 19, 2006. Byrd’s North
Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) photograph is consistent with the male pictured
in the above Instagram posts.

TRUAT ST A DY SR e e e

26.  Based on Byrd’s concerning photos and messages of harm to others and potential
self-harm, an FBI Task Force Officer (TFO) from the Raleigh Police Department (RPD) filed
and was granted Involuntary Commitment (IVC) for Byrd.

INTERVIEW OF BYRD’S PARENTS

27. On March 9, 2026, FBI Special Agents and Task Force Officers (TFO) went to
Byrd’s residence, 7614 Satinwing Ln., Raleigh, NC 27617. Byrd’s parents, Jack Cleldon Byrd
and Olinda Veronica Byrd, informed the FBI that Byrd was currently working at his place of
employment. Byrd’s parents were subsequently interviewed by the FBI. Byrd’s parents
acknowledged Byrd “has issues,” sees a therapist from time to time, and was prescribed medicine
which he does not take. Byrd’s parents discussed a January 2026 incident wherein the Raleigh
Police Department (RPD) was dispatched to their residence. Byrd’s father said the incident arose
because Byrd went out to buy something “stupid” and his parents made him come back. Byrd
“lost his mind,” so his parents had to call the police.

28.  Byrd’s parents further revealed Byrd had purchased a firearm but initially claimed
Byrd did not have access to it. Byrd’s mother said Byrd loved and was obsessive about guns.

Byrd’s mother claimed the firearm was “safe” in the residence. After some hesitation, Byrd’s
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""IMUNITION AND OTHER GUNS

31.  Byrd’s cell phone and two laptops were subsequently seized pursuant to a Search
Warrant issued by the State of North Carolina.

32. Areview of emails contained in Byrd’s cell phone revealed he purchased 1,000
rounds of Scorpio 9MM ammo on February 11, 2026 from Armslist.com. A subsequent email,
dated February 12, 2026, revealed the ammo was shipped to Byrd at his residence. Notably,
Byrd purchased the ammunition shortly after the January 2026 incident with his parents. As
mentioned above, Byrd told FBI TFOs that he “probably” would have killed his parents during
the January 2026 incident if he had ammunition.

33.  Areview of text messages contained in Byrd’s cell phone revealed Byrd
purchased an AK-47 in or around December 2025. On December 20, 2025, Byrd sent the
following text messages:

“Yuh I got into contact with a bunch of people who sell pistols but they wanted me to be

21 and have a concealed carry permit. But [ got into contact with a person who is selling

an ak47 and is agreeing to sell it to me”

34.  On December 20, 2025, Byrd sent a video and a text message that read: “Merry
Christmas to me AK-47 in this bih.” The video depicted an unseen person in a car unboxing a
long gun that appears consistent with an AK-47.

35. On December 28, 2025, Byrd sent a video and a text message that read, “I woke
up and couldn’t go back to sleep so [ decic | to figure out how to tune up my AK-47. Took me a
long ass time to figure it out.” Below is a screenshot from the video, that appears to depict Byrd

with the AK-47 in his bedroom:
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38.  OnJanuary 19, 2026, Byrd sent the following text messages, demonstrating sadistic
intent, confessing to past crimes, and expressing future intent to be a “complete menace and danger
to society:”

“Haha but I do have a vid of people actually killing themselves. A mini compilation with

one of my favorite songs in it too playing in the background. I love death. [Emojis] Don’t

u love death and torture and shit like that. It’s so much fun to watch. It really rejuvenates

me. Makes me feel not alone. I’'m super fucked up in the head I love being fucked up in

the head now. I’'m a demon’s semen. Thank u God for letting Lucifer create me. Thank u

Lucifer for creating me to destroy people’s lives. I liked 1 felt absolutely nothing for

smashing people’s windows and taking their stuff out of their cars. I love death and

destruction. I hope much more comes [Emojis]. I want to continue ruining people’s lives
by draining their bank accounts and selling their info and being a complete menace and
danger to society. Amen”

39.  On March 7, 2026, Byrd sent the following text messages, which glorify a past
mass shooter (Brenton Tarrant) and constitute a direct threat of mass violence:

“I hope to die very soon”

“When I die I will go out like a real one. And I hope my death goes on a gore site.”

“I’m not anybody in this world and nobody is special unless they do something like Brenton

Tarrant.”

“Nothii  phases me anymore”

“Gore is even becoming boring to me now”

“He’s my hero”

“The world needs more Brenton Tarrants”
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42. A subsequent EDR to Google Fiber revealed the IP Address 136.47.255.28 was
assigned to Byrd’s home address, 7614 Satinwing Ln. in Raleigh, NC, on November 19, 2024, and
was still assigned to the same address as of March 9, 2026.

43. Moreover, Meta Platforms, Inc., an entity headquartered in Menlo Park, California,
and the parent company of Instagram, voluntarily provided the FBI with some of Byrd’s Instagram
posts. FBI employees located in Washington, D.C. viewed those posts, identified that they
Warranted‘further investigation, and notified the FBI Raleigh JTTF in North Carolina. Byrd's
transmission of the threatening messages via Instagram constitutes a communication in interstate

commerce, as defined by 18 U.S.C. § 875.

(remainder of page left intentionally blank)

20

Case 5:26-mj-01437-JG = Document1 Filed 03/19/26 Page 21 of 22



CONCLUSION

44.  In summary, Byrd utilized Instagram to post Racially or Ethnically Motivated
Violent Extremism (REMVE), expressing an intent to harm others (black people, Hispanics, and
homosexuals) and himself. Byrd also utilized Instagram to post photos of himself with a firearm,
to express admiration for several mass shooters (Elliot Rodger, Solomon Henderson, and Brenton
Tarrant), to promote Nazi propaganda, and to convey that he planned to become an active shooter.

45.  Based on the foregoing, your affiant respectfully asserts that there is probable cause
to believe Byrd transmitted a threat in interstate commerce to injure the person of another, in

violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 875(c).

Respectfully submitted,

Nt £ 55

Garrett L. [go
Special Agent
FBI

In accordance with Rule 4 l(b)(2)(A) the Affiant attes*~~ inder og** “~ **~ -~ ~*-nts of
this Affidavit ~ ' ~- *='-~"-ne, on this day of _ __2026.

v S
UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE
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