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al-Islamiyya fi al-Iraq wa-sh-Sham, Daesh, Dawla al Islamiya, and Al-Furquan Establishment for
Media Production. On September 21, 20135, the Secretary of State added the following aliases to
the FTO listing: Islamic State, ISIL, and ISIS. On February 28, 2018, the Secretary of State added
ISIS-West Africa to the FTO listing with the following aliases: ISIS West Africa Province, Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria West Africa Province, Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant-West Africa
(ISIL-WA), and Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP). To date, ISIS and ISIS West Africa
remain designated FTOs.

6. Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi ("al-Baghdadi") was the emir (leader) of ISIS until his death
on or about October 27, 2019. The current emir of ISIS is Abu Hafs al-Hashimi al-Qurashi.

SUBJECT BACKGROUND

7. ALEXANDER JUSTIN WHITE, also known as “Sulaiman Al-Amriki,”
(“WHITE"”) is a 29-year-old United States Citizen, born June 5, 1995, who currently lives at 4600
University Drive, Apt 516, Durham, North Carolina, and who utilizes the phone number 423-744-
4148 and email address alecw651995@gmail.com.

8. WHITE’s primary social media account Facebook, UID 100001226275103! is
represented by the name “Sulaiman Al-Amriki,” however investigation discovered that the name
on the Facebook page had previously been listed as “Alec White” as recently as June 2024. This
is consistent with the act of using a “kunya” which is an Arabic term relating to the practice of
referring to parents by the names of their children; however, your affiant knows the term to

commonly be used by Islamic extremists as representing their taking on of a nom de guerre for

! Through the course of the investigation this UID was assessed to be WHITE?’s through IP address, phone and
messaging activity, as well as GPS pings in combination with surveillance.

3

Case 5:25-cr-00009-M  Document 1  Filed 12/04/24 Page 4 of 30



Case 5:25-cr-00009-M  Document 1  Filed 12/04/24 Page 5 of 30



Case 5:25-cr-00009-M  Document 1  Filed 12/04/24 Page 6 of 30



Case 5:25-cr-00009-M  Document 1  Filed 12/04/24 Page 7 of 30



Case 5:25-cr-00009-M  Document 1  Filed 12/04/24 Page 8 of 30



Case 5:25-cr-00009-M  Document 1  Filed 12/04/24 Page 9 of 30



replied “I have.” Also, on June 23, 2024, WHITE disclosed to USER 1 that he met someone
through an EMA who spoke with him about making Aijrakh, and that WHITE had told that
individual that he wanted to go to an ISIS-controlled location and specifically noted “the strength
is more in Africa.” He further told USER 1 that he was trying to ensure he did not do anything
suspicious in order to travel safely.

17.  On July 10, 2024, USER 1 informed WHITE about a social media application
where he could find individuals to help with travel to “the brothers.”!® During that conversation,
WHITE asked USER 1 which areas they thought had more strength, to which USER 1 replied,
“Mozambique, Mali and Nigeria are also lands of jihad.” WHITE followed up by stating that he
had originally wanted to go to Sinai. On July 17, 2024, while still in conversation with USER 1
about how to coordinate travel overseas, WHITE told USER 1, “Really I need to know some
muwahideen'® brothers living here maybe I could meet even they some distance away.”

18. Between April and September 2024, WHITE engaged in direct message
conversations with a Facebook user (USER 2) claiming to be a Moroccan living in Syria after
making hijrah. On September 8, 2024, WHIT™ disclosed to USER 2 that he was planning to do
hijrah to the Sahel. When USER 2 asked if WHITE wanted to become a mujahid*’, WHITE
responded in the affirmative stating, “/nshadllah.” USER 2 asked for WHITE’s EMA handle
shortly following a conversation about which group WHITE was interested in joining because
USER 2 could provide more information about them, and the direct Facebook messages stopped

thereafter.

18 Islamic extremists such as ISIS typically refer to members or supporters of their ideoclogy as “brothers.”
1% An Arabic term referring to those who believe in Tawhid.

20 A “Mujahid” (or Mujahideen) an Arabic term meaning one who commits jihad. Your affiant knows this to be used
by extremists to mean fighters and those who carry out terrorist attacks.
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19. On September 20, 2024, WHITE received a private message from a Facebook user
(USER 3). Following basic greetings, USER 3 indicated he was with the “real brothers” earlier
that day and followed with the pointer finger raised emoji, also known as the Tawhid gesture, and
a black flag emoji. USER 3 then asked if WHITE was a supporter as well, to which WHITE
replied, “Yes brother” followed by the pointer finger raised emoji and a black flag emoji. Shortly
after, USER 3 asked if WHITE agreed with fighting the kuffar, to which WHITE stated he did.
A summary of this portion of the conversation is as follows:

USER 3: [ was with the brothers this morning at the mosque

WHITE: MashAllah

USER 3: naam real brothers
WHITE: Yes

USER 3: 4
WHITE: Alhumdullilah
USER 3: Do you support too?

WHITE: Yes brother [

USER 3: masha Allah... that’s the real Islam... we must fights the kufrs

WHITE: InshaAllah

USER 3: do you agree?

WHITE: Yes brother

20.  Also, while in conversation with USER 3, WHITE noted that he was trying to
make hijrah. USER 3 disclosed to WHITE that he was in Europe with many others doing “work”
successfully and expressed that “this is a holy fight... that’s why we must support” followed by a
pointer finger raised emoji and a black flag emoji. WHITE continued to agree with USER 3’s
sentiments throughout the entirety of the conversation.

21 On September 20, 2024, WHITE received a private message from a different
Facebook user (USER 4), who referenced WHITE by his actual first name rather than his kunya.
USER 4 told WHITE that WHITE could potentially be prosecuted for material support to a

terrorist organization because WHITE had shared terrorist propaganda, and he should seek legal

10

Case 5:25-cr-00009-M  Document 1  Filed 12/04/24 Page 11 of 30



advice to rectify his situation. Althor 1 WHIT™ was active on Facebook at the time of the
messages and thereafter, he never responded to USER 4’s message.

WHITE’S CONTACT WITH FBI OCE FURTHER DISPJ AYS DFCIPE TQ JOT™ ISIS

In conversations between September and October 2024 with the FBI OCE over EMAs?!,
WHITE expressed his interest and intent to join ISIS on numerous occasions including pledging
allegiance to the leader of ISIS, discussing fighting against U.S. military members and citizens,
and becoming a mujahid. For example:

22.  On September 10, 2024, the OCE contacted WHITE by posing as an ISIS facilitator
located overseas. Based on WHITE’s expressed intentions elsewhere, the OCE questioned
whether WHITE still intended to join them overseas, to which WHITE stated he did.

23. On September 11, 2024, WHITE responded to a questionnaire presented by the
OCE, intended to be a purported application for joining ISIS. The OCE asked WHITE, “what
skills do u have that will support the IS [meaning the Islamic State, an alias for ISIS]?” WHITE
was Initially non-specific but later on stated he owned guns and knew how to shoot them, take
them apart, and clean them. In the same line of questions, the OCE asked WHITE who his
emergency contact would be if WHITE was martyred. WHITE replied with his grandfather’s

name and phone number.

2! The OCE and WHITE messaged over various platforms throughout the course of the investigation. WHITE’s
known usernames based on these conversations were Sulaiman Al-Amriki, Sulaiman, and Sulaiman95.
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other brothers were sittir~ around and one brother that looked like Abu Wahib?3,” followed by an

image of a fighter holding a rifle.

In approximately October 2024, WHITE’s Facebook profile picture had been changed to the
photo of Abu Wahib shown above.

33, On September 28, 2024, WHITE told the OCE that he had not been to the range in
a while and intended to go shoot that day. When asked what he planned to train with, WHITE
sent the OCE a photo of a wall of guns with a specific one circled. He then explained that all of
the guns were available to rent to shoot but if you had a special license you could purchase that
one, likely referring to the automatic rifle circled in the picture. WHITE went on to state, “all the
ones around it they make semiautomatic versions of those and technically I could buy those around

it... the red labels on them means they are selective fire... or automatic in general.”

28 Abu Wahib, otherwise spelled Abu Waheeb, was an Iraqi militant jihadist who served as the leader of ISIS in Iraq
until he was killed in a US-led coalition airstrike in 2016. Abu Waheeb was also a former member of al-Qaeda and
appeared in a number of ISIS execution videos.
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38.  'WHITE went on to explain to U™ 5 that it was hard to get information on ISIS
in Syria but that he thought about going to Iraq or Syria previously. USER 5 told WHITE that the
situation in Syria was not like it was in the past, to which WH. . . expressed his understanding
that the strength was now in Africa.

39. On another occasion WHITE discussed his current and historical intentions to join
ISIS with a Facebook user (USER 6) who claimed to be from Mali and who told WHITE they
could help facilitate his travel to Mali. On July 13, 2024, WHITE told USER 6 that he was a
supporter of ISIS, “For a long time but over time I kept quiet because I didn’t know who to contact
to guide me through hijrah. 1 was scared of mistakenly talking to people that were pretending to
be Dawla... That is how many brothers and sisters got into trouble.” WHITE also disclosed to
USER 6 that he had a plan to get to Dawla and was “in contact with the jamaar*® in Africa” who
were “coming up with plan so that I can remain safe while on Hijrah.”

WHITE’S ONGOING CONCERNS WITH GETTING CAUGHT

40.  Throughout the course of the investigation, WHITE constantly mentioned his
concerns with traveling to join ISIS and discussed ways to obfuscate his true intentions from law
enforcement and from those around him in conversations with others. Additionally, as described
in more detail above, WHITE was aware that others “got into trouble” when they talked to people
pretending to be ISIS members and who were attempting to travel to join ISIS.

41. On September 13, 2024, the OCE asked what WHITE’s fears were in regard to
traveling for hijrah. WHITE replied that traveling now would be different than in the past when
many people were traveling to join ISIS in Syria through Turkey. WHITE believed that Turkey

was once seen as a tourist destination and therefore people traveling that route were not questioned

30« Jamaar” is an Arabic term meaning group.
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CONCLUSION

60. WHITE’s many online conversations with various persons. as well as his
communications with the CHS and the OCE. display a longstanding intent and desirc to join ISIS
which he prepared for and attempted on December 4. 2024. He expressly acknowledged awarencss
of ISIS as a designated FTO and repecatedly cxpressed concern over being ca ‘"1t by law
enforcement and the efforts he was taking to avoid capture. Based on the forcgoing facts. your
afTiant submits that there is sufficient probablc cause to believe that Alexander Justin WHITE
attempted to commit a federal oflense under Title 18, United States Code, Section 2339B, by
conspiring to provide and attempting to -ovide material support and resources to ISIS, a

designated foreign terrorist organization.

Respectfully submitted,

{ — ;

Monika Van Hooser
Special Agent
FBI

In accordance with Rule 4.1(b)(2)(A), the Affiant attested under oath to the contents nff
this Affidavit via reliable electronic meai  telephone, on this jay of Dccember, 202«

UNI1  STATES MAGISTRA1_ JU— 3E
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