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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FILED UNDER SEAL

V. Case No. 26-MJ-168 (DTS)

FAHIMA MAHAMUD

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF A CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

I, Jared F. Kary, being first duly sworn, hereby depose and state as follows:

INTRODUCTION AND AGENT BACKGROUND

1. I have been employed as a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) since 2008.

2 As a Special Agent, my primary duties and responsibilities consist of
conducting investigations of individuals and businesses for possible violations of
foderal laws. T am presently assigned to the FBI's Minneapolis, Minnesota field office
where I am a member of the Complex Financial Crimes Squad.

8 During my employment as a Special Agent, I have conducted and
participated in investigations of varying degrees involving mail fraud, wire fraud,
fraud against the government, money laundering, and othexr criminal acts, including
criminal schemes where individuals misappropriate money from the investing public.

4. I am an “investigative or law enforcement officer” of the United States
within the meaning of 18 U.S.C. § 2510(7), and am empowered by 18 U.S.C §§ 3052
and 3107 to conduct investigations of, and to make arrests for, violations of federal

criminal statutes.
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5. This affidavit is based on my personal knowledge, interviews of
witnesses, physical surveillance, information received from other law enforcement
agents, my experience and training, and the experience of other agents. Because this
affidavit is being submitted for the limited purpose of establishing probable cause in
support of the requested complaint and arrest warrant, I have not included each and
every fact known to me concerning this investigation. I have set forth only the facts
that I believe are necessary to establish probable cause to believe that Fahima
Mahamud violated Title 18, United States Code, Section 1343.

PROBABLE CAUSE

6. Fahima Mahamud is a target in an expansive federal investigation into
the fraudulent theft of millions of taxpayer dollars from the Federal Child Nutrition
Program by Feeding Our Future and hundreds of related entities and individuals. As
discussed herein, evidence uncovered in this ongoing investigation indicates that
Mahamud participated in the food program under Feeding Our Future’s sponsorship
and, in that role, submitted fraudulent meal counts and thereby received taxpayer-
funded reimbursements to which she was not entitled. Her actions in support of that
scheme violated 18 U.S.C. § 1343.

A. The Federal Child Nutrition Programs

7. This case relates to an ongoing investigation into a scheme to defraud
United States Department of Agriculture (‘USDA”) programs that provide federal

funding to nutrition programs for children and low-income individuals across the
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nation. The USDA operates two such programs—the Summer Food Service Program
and the Child and Adult Care Food Program.

8. The Food and Nutrition Service is an agency of the United States
Department of Agriculture that administers various federal child nutrition programs,
including the Summer Food Service Program and Child and Adult Care Food
Program (together, “the Federal Child Nutrition Program”).

g The Summer Food Service Program (“SFSP”) is a federal program
established to ensure that children continue to receive nutritious meals when school
is not in session. The Summer Food Service Program reimburses non-profit
organizations and other participating entities that serve free healthy meals and
snacks to children and teens in low-income areas.

10. The Child and Adult Care Food Program (‘CACFP”) is a federal program
that reimburses non-profit organizations and other participating entities that serve
healthy meals and snacks to children and adults at participating childcare centers,
daycares, and after-school programs.

11. The Federal Child Nutrition Program operates throughout the United
States. The USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service administers the program at the
national and regional levels by distributing federal funds to state governments, which
provide oversight over the Federal Child Nutrition Program.

12. The Minnesota Department of Education (‘MDE”) administers the

Federal Child Nutrition Program in Minnesota.



CASE 0:26-mj-00168-DTS Doc. 1-1  Filed 02/12/26  Page 4 of 23

13. Meals funded by the Federal Child Nutrition Program are served by
“sites.” Rach site participating in the Federal Child Nutrition Program must be
sponsored by a sponsoring organization that is authorized to participate in the
Federal Child Nutrition Program. Sponsors are required to submit an application to
MDE for each site. Sponsors are responsible for monitoring each of their sites and
preparing reimbursement claims for their sites.

14.  Sponsors submit reimbursement claims to MDE on behalf of sites under
their sponsorship. The USDA then provides federal reimbursement funds on a per-
meal basis. MDE provides the federal funds to the sponsoring agency, which in turn
pays the reimbursement to the sites under its sponsorship. The sponsoring agency
retains 10 to 15 percent of the funds as an administrative fee in exchange for
sponsoring the sites, submitting reimbursement claims, and disbursing the federal
funds.

15. Historically, the Federal Child Nutrition Program has generally
functioned by providing meals to children involved in educational-based programs or
activities. During the Covid-19 pandemic, however, the USDA waived some of the
standard requirements for participation in the Federal Child Nutrition Program.
Among other things, USDA allowed for-profit restaurants to participate in the
program. It also allowed for off-site food distribution to children outside of educational
programs. At the same time, the state government’s stay-at-home order and telework
policies made it more difficult to oversee the program. These changes left the program

vulnerable to fraud and abuse.
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