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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN  

SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 

 
In re CANNABIS PROFESSIONAL DESIGN, LLC, a  
limited liability company, MB CITY TRANSPORTATION,  
LLC, a limited liability company, HZ DETROIT HOLDINGS  
1, LLC, a limited liability company, and HZ DETROIT HOLDINGS  
2, LLZ, a limited liability company, 

 
Plaintiffs,      Case No.  

v.        Hon.  
        Mag. 
 
CITY OF DETROIT, a Michigan municipal corporation,  
DAVE BELL, in his capacity as the Director of the City  
of Detroit Buildings, Safety Engineering and Environmental  
Department, and JANICE WINFREY, in her capacity as the  
City of Detroit City Clerk, 

 
Defendants. 

_______________________________________________________/ 
 

DEFENDANTS’ NOTICE OF REMOVAL  
 

Defendants, the City of Detroit (“the City”), David Bell, and Janice 

Winfrey, hereby remove the action entitled “In re Cannabis Professional Design, 

LLC, et al v City of Detroit, et al,” Wayne County Circuit Court Case No. 23-

014598-AW, to this Honorable Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§1441(a) and (c) and 

1443. In support of this removal, Defendant states:  

1. Plaintiff filed this action on November 9, 2023, 2023, in the Wayne 

County Circuit Court, alleging, among other things, that the City’s revocation of 
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certain erroneously-issued permits or approvals relating to Plaintiffs’ desire to 

operate one or more marijuana businesses in the City of Detroit “violated the 

substantive due process doctrine under U.S. Const., amend. XIV, § 1.”  (See 

Plaintiffs’ Complaint, ¶¶ 33, 36, 39, 40(b), 51, 56, 57, and 60.)  

2. In paragraph 40(b), Plaintiffs also state that “this case contains a 

federal question . . .”   

3. Because Plaintiffs base their state court lawsuit on the United States 

Constitution, Defendants remove this action to this Court, invoking the Court's 

federal question jurisdiction. 

4. In accordance with 28 U.S.C. §§1331, this Court has original 

jurisdiction of this civil action.  In accordance with 28 U.S.C. §§1441(a) and (c) 

and 1443, and this Court's pendent jurisdiction, it is removed in its entirety to this 

Court.  

5. Copies of all process, pleadings and orders received by Defendants in 

the Wayne County action are attached.  For the Court’s convenience, Defendants 

have also attached a copy of the Circuit Court docket sheet in the case, listing all 

of the documents filed or issued in the case. 

6. Plaintiffs hand-delivered a copy of their Complaint and Summons to 

the City of Detroit Law Department on November 17, 2023.  Assuming that this 
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was effective service of process, this notice of removal is therefore filed within 30 

days of that date, in compliance with 28 U.S.C. §1446(b). 

7. Defendants have prepared a written notice of the removal of this 

action, addressed to all parties to the Wayne County action and to the Clerk of the 

Wayne County Circuit Court.  Promptly after filing this Notice of Removal of 

Civil Action, the City Defendants will file that written notice with the Clerk of the 

Wayne County Circuit Court, which will e-mail that notice to all parties to the 

Wayne County action through its electronic filing system. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

S/Eric B. Gaabo  
gaabe@detroitmi.gov   

 Attorney for Defendants 
City of Detroit Law Department 
2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 500 

       Detroit, MI 48226 
      (313) 269-0297 
Dated:  November 28, 2023  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE: 
 

DEFENDANT CITY OF DETROIT’S  
NOTICE OF REMOVAL  

 
I state that on November 28, 2023, I served Defendants’ Notice of 

Removal on Plaintiffs by mailing and e-mailing this document to their counsel at  

  Christine L. Constantino, Jr.   
  christine@scottrobertslaw.com    
  Scott Roberts Law PLC     
  500 Temple St.,      
  Suite 2M      
  Detroit, MI 48201. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
S/Eric B. Gaabo  
gaabe@detroitmi.gov   

 Attorney for Defendants    
City of Detroit Law Department 
2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 500 

       Detroit, MI 48226 
      (313) 269-0297 
Dated:  November 28, 2023 
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STATE OF MICfflGAN

m THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF WAYNE

In re CANNABIS PROFESSIONAL DESIGN,

LLC, a limited liability company, MB CITY
TRANSPORTATION, LLC, a limited liability
company, HZ DETROIT HOLDINGS 1, LLC, a
limited liability company, HZ DETROIT
HOLDINGS 2, LLC, a limited liability company,
and related entities associated with the real property
commonly referred to as 20601 GLENDALE
STREET , DETROIT, MI 48223

Plaintiffs,

V.

City of Detroit, a Michigan municipality, and DAVE
BELL in his capacity as the Director of the
City's Buildings, Safety Engineering, and
Environmental Department, and Janice Winfrey in her
capacity as the City Clerk for the City of Detroit.

Defendants.

SCOTT F. ROBERTS LAW PLC

Christine L. Constantino, Jr. (P80719)
Attorneys for Petitioner
500 Temple St., Suite 2M
Detroit, MI 48201
(248)234-4060

Case No. 23-014598-AW

Hon. Charlene M. Elder

3  [r^

NOViO®' m
riTY OF Oi-1HOIT
la\n department

AMENDED NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Plaintiffs' Ex Parte Motion for Order to Show Cause

Why a Writ of Mandamus Should Not Issue Pursuant to MCR 3.3305(C) will be brought on for

hearing before the Honorable Charlene M. Elder on NovembCT 30, 2023 at 11:00 a.m.

via Zoom (https://miscao-3c.zoom.us/j/8510500245).

Date: November 20,2023 Respectfiilly submitted,

/s/ Christine L. Constantino. Jr.

SCOTT F. ROBERTS LAW PLC
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Christine L. Constantino, Jr. (P80719)
Attorney for Defendant
500 Temple St., Suite 2M
Detroit, MI 48201
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