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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the

__________ District of __________

United States of America )
)
)
)
)
)
)

v.
Case No.

Defendant(s)

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

I, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

On or about the date(s) of in the county of in the

District of , the defendant(s) violated:

Code Section Offense Description

This criminal complaint is based on these facts: 

Continued on the attached sheet.

Complainant’s signature

Printed name and title

Sworn to before me and signed in my presence.

Date:
Judge’s signature

City and state:
Printed name and title

March 2024 to on or about November 18, 2024

         Eastern District of Louisiana

parish
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
v. 

 
AREION BANKS 
 

* 
 
* 
 
* 
 
* 

 

 CASE NO. 25-MJ-105 
 
       SECTION: MAG 
 
       FILED UNDER SEAL 
 

 *  *  * 
 

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF A CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 
 

I, Special Agent Brent R. Korhn, having been duly sworn, hereby depose and state as 

follows: 

INTRODUCTION AND AGENT BACKGROUND 

1. I am a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and have been 

so employed for approximately twelve years. I am currently assigned to the FBI New Orleans Field 

Office and am responsible for investigating matters of public corruption. As a result of my 

experience and training, I am familiar with the strategy, tactics, methods, tradecraft, and techniques 

of public officials and public employees engaged in corrupt practices. 

2. The facts set forth in this affidavit are based on my own personal knowledge, 

knowledge obtained from other individuals during my participation in this investigation, including 
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other law enforcement officers, my review of documents and computer records related to this 

investigation, communications with others who have personal knowledge of the events and 

circumstances described herein, and information gained through my training and experience. This 

affidavit includes only those facts I believe are necessary to establish probable cause and does not 

include all of the facts uncovered during the investigation. 

OVERVIEW AND PURPOSE OF AFFIDAVIT 

3. This affidavit is being submitted in support of an application for a complaint and 

arrest warrant charging AREION BANKS with theft concerning a program receiving federal 

funds, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 666(a)(1)(A), bribery concerning a 

program receiving federal funds, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 666(a)(2), 

wire fraud, in violation of Title 18, United Staes Code, Section 1343, bank fraud, in violation of 

Title 18, United Staes Code, Section 1344, attempt to commit the above-described offenses, and 

conspiracy to commit those offenses, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 371. 

4. Based on my training and experience and the facts as set forth in this affidavit, 

probable cause exists to believe that BANKS committed violations of Title 18, United States Code, 

Sections 666(a)(1)(A), 666(a)(2), 1343, 1344, attempt to commit the above-described offenses, 

and conspiracy to commit those offenses, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 371. 

FACTS IN SUPPORT OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

Background  

5. The Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Office (OPSO) is an agency of Orleans Parish whose 

mission includes the operation of the Orleans Parish Justice Center, which includes a jail. Both 

OPSO and Orleans Parish received over $10,000 in federal funds during each pertinent calendar 

year, including calendar year 2024, with OPSO specifically receiving over $10,000 of funding 
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from the United States Department of Justice (US DOJ) through the US DOJ Byrne Discretionary 

Grants Program. 

6. AREION BANKS (BANKS) is a resident of Slidell, Louisiana. 

7.  was employed as Grants Manager by the Orleans Parish 

Sheriff’s Office (OPSO) from August 2022 until the termination of his employment in November 

2024. Part of  job responsibilities included paying non-profits that provide educational 

programming in support of the health and wellness of inmates at the Orleans Justice Center. A 

large portion of the programming was funded by a United States Department of Justice Byrne 

Discretionary Community Project Funding grant.   As such,  was an “agent” of OPSO, as 

that term is defined in Title 18, United States Code, Section 666(d)(1). 

Case Inception 

8. OPSO arrested  in November 2024 for theft of grant funds, among other 

offenses.  was alleged to have misused his official position at OPSO to cause the issuance 

of two checks, totaling $82,000, from OPSO to a fake non-profit that  owned and controlled 

without the knowledge or authorization of OPSO. 

9. In about February 2025, the FBI met with representatives of OPSO. During this 

meeting, the FBI learned of another scheme involving  BANKS, and others. That scheme 

is described in further detail below. 

10. In March 2025, United States Magistrate Judge Karen Wells Roby signed and 

issued a search warrant authorizing the review of digital evidence related to  namely 

information associated with certain Apple IDs. 

11. In April 2025, the FBI interviewed and obtained a statement from him 

regarding his activities with BANKS. 
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check was dated June 12, 2024, and was made payable to a subgrantee, “Decarceration of 

Incarcerated Trauma”:

18. Prior to the deposit of the check above,  account at USAA had a balance 

of $2.22.

19. A person claiming to be  contacted USAA at least six (6) times between 

July 31, 2024 to August 9, 2024, regarding when USAA would remove a hold and release the 

deposited funds, including calling on on August 4, 2024, to request USAA “release funds early 

due to a family emergency,” and calling on August 5, 2024 to speak with someone because she 

was having an unspecified emergency.  USAA informed the funds had been released on 

August 9, 2024.

20. While the check deposit was pending, BANKS and  engaged in 

correspondence via text about the status of the deposit and subsequent release of funds, including 

the following:

a. On August 4, 2024, BANKS sent a text message to  stating, "I'll call  

since it's been verified to see if they can release funds early," to which  

replied "Ok." 
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b. On August 10, 2024,  sent a text message to BANKS asking "Are we 

clear?" BANKS responded "Yeah I'm a hit you once the bread is clear. I gotta meet 

with the head she gon need her id."  

21. Between about August 9, 2024, and August 12, 2024, over $13,000 of the deposited 

funds were withdrawn from the  account at USAA. 

22. and BANKS exchanged the following messages between about August 11, 

2024, and August 13, 2024, regarding BANKS providing  his portion of the proceeds from 

the theft of the Decarceration of Incarcerated Trauma checks and subsequent withdrawal: 

Sender Date Message Body 
BANKS 11-Aug-24 Thank you for your patience and allowing me to 

handle the biz 
 11-Aug-24 Its good. 

I have to take care of tomorrow. So hopefully we 
can move today. 

BANKS 11-Aug-24 Is good 
We clear 

 11-Aug-24 Ok! 
Let me know when you ready to meet. 
I will be on the West Bank in about a hr or so. Let 
me know. 
Ok. 
Everything good? 
 

 13-Aug-24 GM good people. I was $100 short. 
BANKS 13-Aug-24 Never. 

Never count that. 
I counted that ey several times bruh no way 

 13-Aug-24 I can understand how it could have been missed. It 
was 29 $100. 

BANKS 13-Aug-24 In which stash bro 
You had 150 twenties 

 13-Aug-24 Yea the 20’s was right. 
It was just the $100 bills was off by 1. 

 
23. On about August 15, 2024,  deposited $6,000 of cash into his personal 

account at Gulf Coast Bank & Trust: 
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You got the confirmation so they can release it 
within 7 days 
And I did research a stale check is considered 
anything over 6 ths from the date on check  
Hit me back up I’m on the phone with the bank 
please! 

 22-Oct-24 Hang up 
Talking to them now 

BANKS 22-Oct-24 Capital 1? 
Now they saying they return the funds from the 
deposit 
I’m recording so you can hear if need be to know 
everything that’s going on 

 22-Oct-24 No 
My team 
I’m coming 

BANKS 22-Oct-24 Ohh ok ok 
Call me when you get a chance 
Yoooo 
I need to know what’s being said on your side gang 
like you not saying anything with these ppl talking 
bout something with capital one and I’m trying to 
make sure everyone on the same accord like this 
shit serious 
Dude you can’t be serious 
SO did you or anybody from that side call capital 
informing them that funds from a grant was 
deposited into an unauthorized account??? 

 23-Oct-24 No 
That’s what was said? 

BANKS 23-Oct-24 We can still do my LLC tho huh ? 
 23-Oct-24  Yea 

 
27. As of February 2024, $14,525 of the “Rise Collective” deposit remained in the 

account. 

The Deposit and Subsequent Withdrawal of the Checks Were Unauthorized 

28. When interviewed, OPSO officials reported that  was not, directly 

or indirectly, authorized to receive funds for performing subgrantee work.  Moreover, OPSO had 

no reason to believe  had actually performed subgrantee work.  OPSO further reported that 

they did not authorize, and were unaware, that either of the checks referenced above, to 
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“Decarceration of Incarcerated Trauma” and the “Rise Collective,” had been deposited into 

 account.  OPSO explained that it had not authorized the issuance of funds for deposit 

into  account. 

Attempted Embezzlement from the United States Department of Justice and Attempted Bank Fraud 
 

29. On or about August 10, 2023, the United States Department of Justice awarded 

OPSO a $3.907 million Byrne Discretionary Grant entitled “Technology, Equipment, and 

Programming Improvements to Support People in Custody and Streamline Reentry” (“DOJ 

grant”).  The purpose of the grant was, in part, to “aid in supporting the health and wellness of 

people in custody. . .”.  Funding was available to OPSO under the grant until the specified grant 

performance period end date of April 30, 2025.   

30. On or about July 30, 2024,  incorporated with the State of Louisiana, and 

thereafter controlled and served as the registered agent and managing member for, an entity 

entitled    At no point did  

have a relationship, or provide services to or on behalf of, OPSO.   

31. On the same day,  opened a business checking account in the name of 

 at Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Co. (“Gulf Coast”), a financial institution based in 

Jefferson Parish, Louisiana whose deposits are protected by the Federal Deposit Insurance 

Corporation (FDIC) (“the  Account”). 

32.  independently embezzled $82,000 from OPSO from July 30, 2024 to 

August 30, 2024 by causing to be issued and deposited into the  account two (2) 

physical checks from OPSO. 
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33. In about November 2024, and BANKS then effectuated a scheme to obtain 

funds directly from the DOJ grant fraudulently and by exposing Gulf Coast Bank to risk of civil 

liability or financial loss.  

34. On or about November 13, 2024, , in his professional capacity with OPSO, 

engaged in a digital transaction that requested that the DOJ draw down on the DOJ grant by 

providing a payment in the amount of $100,000 to the  account.   did not 

inform his supervisors of his intent to direct grant money to an entity he controlled, and he was not 

authorized to disseminate any portion of the DOJ grant to himself or any entity under his control.   

35. The Department of Justice sent the funds to the financial account  requested 

via wire transfer on or about November 13, 2024. 

36. Shortly before  submitted the transaction request to the Department of 

Justice, he contacted Gulf Coast Bank and informed a representative that a $100,000 wire transfer 

would soon be sent to the  Account.   

37. Gulf Coast Bank placed a hold on the transaction without informing   The 

$100,000 wire transfer to the  account was pending as of November 13, 2024.   

38. On or about November 15, 2024, a Gulf Coast Bank representative requested that 

 identify an OPSO representative who could verify that OPSO intended for such a large 

sum to go  entity.   

39. Thereafter,  communicated with BANKS by phone call and text message.  

 and BANKS agreed that BANKS would contact Gulf Coast Bank and pose falsely as an 

OPSO employee, M.V., who approved the transaction.  In exchange,  agreed to give 

BANKS a portion of the ill-gotten proceeds.   
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45. Accordingly, I request that the Court issue a criminal complaint alleging the above

listed offenses. I swear under penalty of perjury that the foregoing are true and correct to the best 

of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

Sworn to under the pains and penalties of perjury, 

/s/Brent R. Ko hn 
Brent R. Korhn 
Special Agent 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Pursuant to Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 4.1 and 41(d)(3), the undersigned judicial 
officer has on this date considered the information communicated by reliable electronic means in 
considering whether a complaint, warrant, or summons will issue. In doing so, I have placed the 
affiant under oath, and the affiant has confirmed that the signatures on the complaint, warrant, or 
summons and affidavit are those of the affiant, that the document received by me is a correct and 
complete copy of the document submitted by the affiant, and that the information contained in the 
complaint, warrant, or summons and affidavit is true and correct to the best of the affiant’s 
knowledge. 

Subscribed to and sworn before me, 
This _____ day of June, 2025. 
New Orleans, Louisiana.  

HONORABLE JANIS VANMEERVELD 
UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE 
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