
1 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

 

 

KATHRYN HART et al., 

 

Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

WILLIE EDWARD TAYLOR CARVER, JR., 

                                                                  

Defendant. 

 

 

 

 

 

Case No. 1:23-cv-03499 

 

Judge Julie R. Rubin 

 
 

DECLARATION OF WILLIE EDWARD TAYLOR CARVER, JR. 

 

I, Willie Edward Taylor Carver, Jr., declare as follows: 

1. I respectfully submit this Declaration in support of my Motion to Dismiss for 

Lack of Personal Jurisdiction and Failure to State a Claim.  I have personal knowledge of the 

facts herein and would be competent to testify to them. 

2. I live and work in Kentucky, and have done so since returning to the state in 2013 

after teaching for a year in Vermont. 

3. I was a classroom teacher in Kentucky from 2013 through 2022, and was the 2022 

Kentucky Teacher of the Year.  I am openly gay and left teaching due to the discrimination that I 

faced in the school system, including ultimately being publicly accused of “grooming” children 

simply because I advised a student-run LGBTQ+ group, “Open Light.” 

4. I now work at the University of Kentucky, where I am finishing a Masters in Fine 

Arts at the University of Kentucky.  I am also an author and have published poetry.  My recent 

book, Gay Poems for Red States, a memoir in narrative poetry, was published by the University 
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Press of Kentucky.  Among other awards, it has been named Stonewall Award Winner, a 2024 

Rainbow Award Book, and a Book Riot Best Book of 2023. 

5. I have never lived in Maryland. 

6. I have never owned real estate in Maryland. 

7. I have never paid income taxes in Maryland. 

8. I do not have any bank accounts in Maryland. 

9. I have never been employed by a Maryland business. 

10. I have never employed a Maryland resident. 

11. I have never registered to vote in Maryland. 

12. Although I have driven through Maryland, and stayed at a hotel in Maryland on 

occasion, I do not regularly visit Maryland or regularly conduct business in Maryland. 

13. I am active on the X social media platform (formerly Twitter).  I understand that 

the claims against me in this matter arise out of a single Tweet, which responded to a comment 

by one of the plaintiffs.  Attached as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of the full exchange.   

14. I was in Kentucky at the time of that exchange, on December 21, 2023. 

15. When I saw the message from “Kit Hart, American Girl,” I looked at her X 

profile and saw that she was a chapter chair of the Moms for Liberty group.  Based on news 

reports, I am familiar with that group and its recent controversies. 

16. After I was served a copy of the Complaint in this case in Kentucky, I “locked” 

my Tweet that is the subject of the claims in this case, so that it is no longer visible to the public.  

As of today, a total of 134 people in the entire world had viewed the Tweet, according to 

analytics on the X platform.  Only 14 of those people “engaged” with it, which means they were 

interested enough to see the entire chain and replies.  
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17. Attached as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of selected Tweets by “Kit Hart, 

American Girl,” that I identified that labeled LGBTQ+ individuals and supporters as “groomers” 

or similar terms. 

I hereby affirm, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 and under the penalty of perjury, that the 

foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

 

 

Executed on:  _________________ 

 

________________________________ 

Willie Edward Taylor Carver, Jr. 

 

Feb. 12, 2024
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Exhibit A
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Exhibit B
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