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APPARENT CONFORMITY
The State Board of Elections conducts an “apparent All candidates whose petitions fail the apparent
conformity” review of all nominating petitions filed conformity review will be notified in writing and given
therewith. The review will take place after a petitionis  the opportunity to appear before the State Board of
filed and will be limited to determining the following: Elections at its first meeting after the petition filing
(1) whether a signed Statement of Candidacy has been  deadline to show good cause why the petition should
filed, and (2) whether the filed nominating sheets not be rejected on the basis of non-conformity.

contain gross signatures equal to or exceeding 10% of
the minimum number of signatures required for the

office sought.

Please note, SBE employees are not available during
filing periods to notarize documents.
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Verification pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746
The undersigned, BYRON SIGCHO LOPEZ declares on personal knowledge

and verifies under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of
America that the facts contained in the foregoing Verified Complaint are true and

correct to the best of his knowledge and belief.

By:

Byron Sigcho Lopez
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Verification pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746

The undersigned, JOSE GUERRA, declares on personal knowledge and
verifies under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America

that the facts contained in the foregoing Verified Complaint are true and correct to

the best of his knowledge and belief.

By: oA

Jose Guerra
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GALLUP

JANUARY 12, 2026

New High of 45% in U.S. Identity as
Political Independents

More independents lean Democratic than Republican, giving Democrats
edge in party affiliation for first time since 2021

BY JEFFREY M. JONES

WASHINGTON, D.C. — A record-high 45% of U.S. adults identified as political
independents in 2025, surpassing the 43% measured in 2014, 2023 and 2024.
Meanwhile, equal shares of U.S. adults — 27% each — identified as either Democrats
or Republicans.

https://news.gallup.com/poll/700499/new-high-identify-political-independents.aspx 112
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In most years since Gallup began regularly conducting its polls by telephone in 1988,
independents have been the largest political group. However, the independent

percentage has increased markedly in the past 15 years, typically registering 40% or
higher, a level not reached prior to 2011.

U.S. Political Party Identification, 1988-2025

In politics, as of today, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat or an
independent?

— % Republican - -% Independent — % Democrat

50%
45
40
35

30

25

20

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Based on annual averages of Gallup telephone interview data

Get the data * Download image GALLUP

The 2025 findings are based on interviews with more than 13,000 U.S. adults
throughout the year. In each survey, Gallup asks U.S. adults whether they identify
politically as a Republican, a Democrat or an independent.

The recent increase in independent identification is partly attributable to younger
generations of Americans (millennials and Generation X) continuing to identify as
independents at relatively high rates as they have gotten older. In contrast, older

https://news.gallup.com/poll/700499/new-high-identify-political-independents.aspx
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generations of Americans have been less likely to identify as independents over time.

Generation Z, like previous generations before them when they were young, identify
disproportionately as political independents.

In 2025, majorities of Gen Z adults and millennials identified as political independents,

as did more than four in 10 Gen X adults. One-third or less of baby boomers and
Silent Generation adults were politically independent.

Party Identification by Birth Cohort, 2025

In politics, as of today, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat or an
independent?

As of today, do you lean more to the Democratic Party or the Republican Party?

Republican Independent Democrat
% % %
Generation Z (born 1997-2007) 17 56
Millennials (born 1981-1996) 54
Generation X (born 1965-1980) 42
Baby boomers (born 1946-1964) 33
Silent Generation (born before 1946) 30

Based on annual averages of Gallup telephone interview data

"No opinion" responses are not shown.

Get the data * Download image GALLUP

The higher rate of political independence also results from younger adults today

being more likely than young adults in the past to identify as independents. The 56%
of Gen Z adults identifying as independents today compares with 47% of millennials

in 2012 and 40% of Gen X adults in 1992.

Democratic-Leaning Independents Give Democrats Edge

Gallup has regularly asked political independents since 1991 whether they lean more

toward the Republican or Democratic Party.

https://news.gallup.com/poll/700499/new-high-identify-political-independents.aspx
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Last year, more political independents said they lean toward the Democratic Party
than the Republican Party, with the 45% of political independents breaking down into
20% Democratic leaners, 15% Republican leaners and 10% non-leaners. Thatis a
shift from 2024, representing a three-point decline in Republican leaners and a three-
point increase in Democratic leaners.

Between 2024 and 2025, identification with both the Republican and Democratic
parties fell by one percentage point.

Changes in U.S. Adults' Party Identification and Leanings, 2024-
2025

In politics, as of today, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat or an
independent?

As of today, do you lean more to the Democratic Party or the Republican Party?

2024 2025 Change
% % (pct. pts.)
Republican identifiers 28 27 -1
Republican-leaning independents 18 15 -3
Non-leaning independents 8 10 2
Democratic-leaning independents 17 20 3
Democratic identifiers 28 27 -1

Based on annual averages of Gallup telephone interview data

Get the data » Download image GALLUP

Taking into account Americans’ party identification and political leanings, an average
of 47% identified as Democrats or said they were independents who lean toward the
Democratic Party, while 42% identified as Republicans or leaned Republican. This
breaks a three-year stretch in which Republicans held an edge in party affiliation.

Party preferences in 2025 essentially reverted back to what they were during Donald
Trump's first term as president, when Democrats held leads averaging five points.
Democrats — who usually hold an edge — have had larger advantages than now in

https://news.gallup.com/poll/700499/new-high-identify-political-independents.aspx 4/12
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1992 and 1993, 1996 through 1999, and 2006 through 2009.

U.S. Political Party Identification and Leaning, 1991-2025

In politics, as of today, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat or an
independent?
As of today, do you lean more to the Democratic Party or the Republican Party?

— % Republican/Lean Republican — % Democrat/Lean Democratic
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Based on annual averages of Gallup telephone interview data
Get the data » Download image GALLUP

The shift in the annual average leaned party preferences, moving from a one-point
Republican advantage in 2024 to a five-point Democratic advantage in 2025,
somewhat obscures the true extent of movement in party affiliation that has occurred
over the past 16 months. In the fourth quarter of 2024, which spanned the last month
of the presidential election campaign and most of the Trump presidential transition,
Republicans held a four-point lead in party affiliation. By the first quarter of 2025, that
advantage had disappeared and the parties were on equal footing. By the second

quarter, Democrats had gained an edge of three points, 46% to 43%, which expanded
to seven points in the third quarter and eight points in the fourth quarter.

https://news.gallup.com/poll/700499/new-high-identify-political-independents.aspx 5/12
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Recent Quarterly Averages of U.S. Adults' Party Identification and
Leaning

In politics, as of today, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat or an
independent?
As of today, do you lean more to the Democratic Party or the Republican Party?

— % Republican/Lean Republican — % Democrat/Lean Democratic

60%
55
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48

45
40 40
35

30
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
2024 2025

Based on quarterly averages of Gallup telephone interview data

U.S. adults with no party identification or leaning are not shown.

Get the data » Download image GALLUP

Conservative Lead in Ideology Narrowest Yet

In addition to asking Americans for their party identification and leanings, Gallup asks
respondents in each survey to describe their political views using a scale ranging
from very liberal to very conservative. As usual, more Americans in 2025 described
their views as “very conservative” or “conservative” (35%) than as “very liberal” or
“liberal” (28%), with 33% identifying as "moderate." However, the seven-point
conservative advantage over liberals in 2025 is the smallest Gallup has measured in
annual averages dating back to 1992. It is only the third time the conservative lead
has been less than 10 points.

https://news.gallup.com/poll/700499/new-high-identify-political-independents.aspx 6/12
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U.S. Political Ideology Identification, 1992-2025

How would you describe your political views — very conservative, conservative,
moderate, liberal or very liberal?

— % Very conservative/Conservative — % Moderate - - % Very liberal/Liberal
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Based on annual averages of Gallup telephone interview data

Get the data * Download image GALLUP

Over time, more Americans have identified as liberal (up from 17% in 1992) and fewer
as moderate (down from 43%), with conservative identification more steady.

Changes in ideological identification are mainly apparent among Democrats — 59%
now identify as liberal, up from 33% in 2005 and 25% in 1994. Increased liberal
identification in recent years is seen among most subgroups of Democrats.

Republicans' and independents’ ideological identification has changed less over time,
although more Republicans identify as conservative today (77%) than in 1994

(58%). Meanwhile, slightly less than half of independents, 47%, continue to

identify as moderates, with the remainder tilting more toward conservative than
liberal identification.

https://news.gallup.com/poll/700499/new-high-identify-political-independents.aspx
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Trends in Ideological Identification, by Political Party

How would you describe your political views — very conservative, conservative,
moderate, liberal or very liberal?

— % Very conservative/Conservative — % Moderate -- % Very liberal/Liberal

Republicans Democrats
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Bottom Line

The political landscape in the U.S. changed greatly in the first year of Trump's second
term as president. A record-high percentage of U.S. adults said they identify with
neither major party, and a shift in independents’ political leanings caused the
Republican Party advantage that aided Trump's reelection to dissipate almost as soon
as he took office. Over the course of the year, the Democratic Party regained and
expanded its advantage in party leanings, a trend that was borne out in the party's
strong performance in 2025 special elections compared to similar races in the more
Republican-favorable 2024 election cycle.

Importantly, these party shifts do not indicate that Americans are warming to the
Democratic Party. In fact, favorable ratings of the Democratic Party are no better than

those of the Republican Party, and are among the worst Gallup has recorded for the
Democratic Party historically.

Rather, as in 2022 through 2024, these recent political shifts appear to be a
consequence of one party's association with an unpopular incumbent president (the
Democrats with Biden and now Republicans with Trump). Negative evaluations of the

president’s performance appear to persuade a subset of Americans, primarily political
independents who have weaker attachments to either party, to side with the
opposition party.

This dynamic has led to frequent changes in the party power structure in Washington
in recent federal election cycles, with the incumbent president’s party losing control
of the presidency or one house of Congress in each of the past six presidential or
midterm elections.

Stay up to date with the latest insights by following @Gallup on X and on Instagram.

Learn more about how the Gallup Poll Social Series works.

SURVEY METHODS n
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Millennials, Gen X Clinging to
Independent Party ID

BY JEFFREY M. JONES

Story Highlights

» More millennials identifying as independent as they get older
» Generation X maintaining higher levels of independent identification
¢ Republican identification much higher among older generations
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WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Historically, Americans have had weak attachments to the two
major U.S. political parties in young adulthood, but as they get older, they usually
became more likely to identify as a Republican or a Democrat. That historical pattern,
evident in the Silent and baby boom generations, appears to be changing. Generation
X and millennials, who are now middle aged or approaching it, have maintained or
even expanded their identification as political independents in recent decades.

Currently, 44% of Generation X identifies as political independents, which is
unchanged from three decades ago, when the first part of the generation was
entering adulthood. The majority of millennials, 52%, are independent, and that
percentage has increased by five percentage points in each of the past two decades.

Meanwhile, Gallup data show far lower, and declining, proportions of independents
among the Silent Generation (now 26%) and baby boomers (now 33%), consistent
with the historical pattern.

Members of Generation Z who have reached adulthood match millennials in the
percentage of political independents, at 52%.

The data also reveal that each younger generation has had a greater proportion of
independents throughout their lives than the prior generation did, even at similar
stages in their life. For example, the 44% of Generation X (how aged 42 to 57) that
currently identifies as independent is 10 points higher than the 34% of baby boomers
who said they were independents in 2002 (when they were aged 38 to 56).

These emerging generational patterns of party identification help explain why
independent identification has reached levels in the past decade never seen before in
Gallup polling. Since 2011, 40% or more of U.S. adults have identified as political

https://news.gallup.com/poll/397241/millennials-gen-clinging-independent-party.aspx 2/12
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independents in nearly every year. Before that year, that level had never been reached.

Independent Identification Varies Inversely With
Republican Identification

Whereas younger generations tend to be more politically independent than older
generations, older Americans are much more likely to identify as Republicans. In fact,
Republican identification is most common among the oldest generation of Americans
-- the Silent Generation, at 39% -- and is less common at each lower rung on the
generational ladder, down to 17% among Generation Z.

Democratic Party identification is more uniform across the five generational
groupings, ranging between 27% and 35%.

Party Identification, by Generation, 2022 to Date

In politics, as of today, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat, or an
independent?

% %
Republican Independent % Democrat

Silent Generation (born 1928-1945)
Baby boomers (born 1946-1964)
Generation X (born 1965-1980)
Millennials (born 1981-1996)
Generation Z (born 1997-2012)

January-July 2022

Get the data * Download image GALLUP

These results are based on aggregated data from 2022 Gallup surveys to date,
encompassing more than 6,000 interviews with U.S. adults and at least 500 in each
generation. The results for 2022 are similar to those for 2021, which are based on
even larger samples.
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Gallup also analyzed its 1992, 2002 and 2012 data to show how party identification
has changed among the generations over time. The most notable changes in recent
decades are that the Silent Generation has become increasingly Republican

and less independent, while independent identification among Generation X and
millennials has held steady or increased, compared with when the groups first
entered adulthood.

The following sections show the trends in party identification for each generation
over the past 30 years. There are no trend data for Generation Z because no one in
that generation had reached adulthood until 2015.

Silent Generation

Members of the Silent Generation were born between 1928 and 1945 and, therefore,
are primarily between the ages of 77 and 94 today. The group has been less likely to
identify as independents than other generations over the past 30 years and is even
less likely to do so today.

Since 1992, the percentage of Silent Generation members who identify as political
independents has decreased from 35% to 26%, which has been accompanied by an
equal increase in Republican identification.

Over the past 30 years, the proportion of Silent Generation people who identify as
Democrats has been relatively stable.

https://news.gallup.com/poll/397241/millennials-gen-clinging-independent-party.aspx 4/12
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Trend in Party Identification Among U.S. Adults in the Silent
Generation, 1992-2022

The Silent Generation is defined as those born between 1928 and 1945.

— % Republican ----% Independent — % Democrat
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Members of the Silent Generation were aged 47 to 64 in 1992; 57 to 74 in 2002; 67 to 84 in 2012; and are 77 to 94
now.

Get the data * Download image GALLUP

Baby-Boom Generation

The pattern in party identification among baby boomers, born between 1946 and
1964 and aged 58 to 76 today, is largely similar to that for the Silent Generation.
Fewer baby boomers today (33%) than in 1992 (40%) identify as political
independents, with most of that change offset by an increase in Republican
identification, from 29% to 35%. The 32% of baby boomers who identify as
Democrats is largely unchanged over the past 30 years.

Baby boomers' party preferences have been evenly split over the past three decades.
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Trend in Party Identification Among U.S. Adults in the Baby Boom
Generation, 1992-2022

The baby boom generation is defined as those born between 1946 and 1964.
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Members of the baby boom generation were aged 28 to 46 in 1992; 38 to 56 in 2002; 48 to 66 in 2012; and are 58 to 76 now.
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Generation X

Generation X, whose members were born between 1965 and 1980 and are aged 42
to 57 today, has a higher proportion of independents than preceding generations and,
unlike those generations, that percentage has not shrunk over time.

In 1992, when only about half of Gen X had reached adulthood, 44% identified as
independents. Ten years later, when all generation members were at least 22 years
old, a slightly smaller percentage, 39%, said they were independent. But in both 2012
and 2022, the proportion of Generation X members who are independent has
returned to the mid-40% range.
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The adult members of Generation X in 1992 were more likely to identify as
Republicans than Democrats, 32% to 24%. This group came of age when
Republicans held the White House for 12 years between 1981 and 1992. Over time,
and as more of Generation X reached adulthood, Republicans and Democrats have

claimed roughly equal proportions of the generation, including 30% of the former and
27% of the latter this year.

Trend in Party Identification Among U.S. Adults in Generation X,
1992-2022

Generation X is defined as those born between 1965 and 1980.
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Adult members of Generation X were aged 18 to 27 in 1992; 22 to 37 in 2002; 32 to 47 in 2012; and are 42 to 57 now.
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Millennial Generation

Millennials, born between 1981 and 1996 and aged 26 to 41 today, have become
increasingly independent since 2002, when the oldest members of the generation
were first turning 18. That year, 42% of adult millennials were independent. Ten years
later, when all but the youngest millennials were adults, 47% identified as
independent. Now, a 52% majority of the group does.

Millennials have been more likely to identify as Democrats than Republicans over the
past 20 years, but fewer align with either party than did 10 and 20 years ago.

Trend in Party Identification Among U.S. Adults in the Millennial
Generation, 2002-2022

The millennial generation is defined as those born between 1981 and 1996.
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Adult members of the millennial generation were aged 18 to 21 in 2002; 18 to 31 in 2012; and are 26 to 41 now.
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Bottom Line

Younger generations of U.S. adults are much more likely than older generations to
identify as independents and, to this point, Generation X and millennials have become
no less likely to do so as they have gotten older, in contrast to the generations that
preceded them.

The youngest adults, those in Generation Z, are as likely as millennials to think of
themselves as independents. In fact, like millennials, more describe themselves this
way than identify with either political party.

These population trends appear at odds with the political parties' actions, as they
have seemingly tried to appeal more to their own bases than to the larger group of
unaffiliated voters. This disconnect may explain low levels of trust in government and

poor views of both parties in general. While Republican messaging in recent decades

may have increased the party's support among older generations of Americans in
recent decades, it may have cost the party support among younger generations, with
only about one in five adults younger than 41 identifying as Republican.

The trends to date for Generation X and millennials do not preclude their showing
declining political independence as they continue to age. However, even if those
generations become less likely to identify as independents in the future, they will still
likely have higher proportions of independents than members of their preceding
generations had at similar points in their lives.

To stay up to date with the latest Gallup News insights and updates, follow us
on Twitter.

Learn more about how the Gallup Poll Social Series works.
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CONTACT: Gallup World Headquarters