
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS  

EASTERN DIVISION 
 

 
COMPLAINT 

 

 Plaintiff Grand Ole Opry IP, LLC (“Opry IP” or “Plaintiff”), by and through its undersigned 

counsel, hereby files this Complaint against Daydream Coffee Company LLC d/b/a Opry 

Provisions and Daniel G. Schovain (collectively, “Defendants”) and in support thereof, states as 

follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is an action for trademark infringement, false association and false designation 

of origin, unfair competition, and trademark dilution in violation of the Trademark Act of 1946 

(the “Lanham Act”), 15 U.S.C. §§ 1051 et seq., and related state causes of action under Illinois 

statutory and common law. 

2. The Grand Ole Opry®—or, as it is more commonly known, the Opry®—is one of 

the oldest and most legendary entertainment venues in the United States.  Since its founding in 
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1925, the Opry® has been a showcase for country music’s stars, superstars, and rising stars alike, 

and a celebration of the many styles, genres, backgrounds, and history of American music.   

3. At every Opry® show, musicians and songwriters provide live performances to a 

global audience through WSM Radio, Sirius XM, and Circle Country.  The Opry® is an American 

institution and country music’s biggest stage. 

4. Opry IP recently discovered Defendants have commenced use of the famous Opry® 

trademark in connection with a new country music venue and event space.  Upon learning of 

Defendants’ activities, Opry IP contacted Defendants to explain its prior trademark rights and 

request they cease their infringement.   

5. Defendants rejected Opry IP’s attempts to address Defendants’ infringement 

amicably.  Despite being on notice of Opry IP’s prior rights, Defendants have expanded their use 

of the OPRY® marks and now bill themselves as both “The Opry” and the “Lil’ Ole Opry.” 

6. Defendants’ ongoing and repeated acts of trademark infringement are a blatant 

attempt to trade off Opry IP’s goodwill and reputation built up over the past century and constitute 

trademark infringement and dilution under federal and state law.  Unfortunately, Opry IP is left 

with no choice but to bring this action to prevent consumer confusion and protect its valuable 

trademark rights.  

THE PARTIES 

7. Opry IP is a limited liability company organized and existing under the laws of the 

State of Delaware, having a principal place of business located at One Gaylord Drive, Nashville, 

Tennessee 37214. 

8. Defendant Daydream Coffee Company LLC d/b/a Opry Provisions (“Opry 

Provisions”) is a limited liability company organized and existing under the laws of the State of 

Case: 1:26-cv-02048 Document #: 1 Filed: 02/24/26 Page 2 of 63 PageID #:2



3 
 

Illinois, having a principal place of business at 4354 Johnson Avenue, Western Springs, Illinois 

60558. According to Illinois Secretary of State records, Opry Provisions’s registered agent is 

Defendant Daniel G. Schovain. 

9. Upon information and belief, Defendant Daniel G. Schovain (“Schovain”) is a 

resident of the State of Illinois.  Upon information and belief, Schovain is the founder and owner 

of Opry Provisions and personally owns, operates, and/or manages Opry Provisions and thus 

controls and manages the activities of Opry Provisions, including the infringing activities 

complained of herein. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

10. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action under 28 U.S.C. § 1331 

as it involves a federal question; under 28 U.S.C. § 1332 as the action is between citizens of 

different States and the amount in controversy in this action, exclusive of interest and costs, 

exceeds the sum of $75,000; and under 15 U.S.C. § 1121 and 28 U.S.C. § 1338(a) in that this case 

arises under the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1051 et seq. 

11. This Court also has subject matter jurisdiction over the unfair competition claims 

herein under the provisions of 28 U.S.C. § 1338(b) in that said claims are joined with a substantial 

and related claim under the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1051 et seq. 

12. This Court has supplemental jurisdiction over the claims that arise under Illinois 

state law pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a) because they are substantially related to the claims that 

arise under the Lanham Act.  Furthermore, this Court has supplemental jurisdiction because both 

the state and federal claims are derived from a common nucleus of operative facts and 

considerations of judicial economy dictate the state and federal issues be consolidated for a single 

trial. 
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13. Upon information and belief, this Court has general personal jurisdiction over 

Defendants because they are domiciled in and residents of the State of Illinois.  Upon information 

and belief, this Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants because Defendants continuously 

and systematically conduct, transact, and solicit business in the State of Illinois and in this judicial 

District.  Upon information and belief, Defendants are also subject to personal jurisdiction in this 

Court as this action arises out of Defendants’ contacts with this forum, as well as any and all other 

reasons consistent with the exercise of jurisdiction and which federal and state constitutional due 

process guarantees. 

14. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b) because, among 

other things, (1) Defendants transact business in this judicial District, (2) Defendants are subject 

to personal jurisdiction in this judicial District, (3) a substantial part of the events giving rise to 

Opry IP’s claims occurred in this judicial District, and (4) Opry IP is suffering harm in this judicial 

District. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

A. THE GRAND OLE OPRY® AND THE FAMOUS OPRY® MARKS 

15. For more than a century, the Opry® has been a legendary country music stage show, 

making it the longest-running radio broadcast in American history, as well as a premier live-music 

venue and entertainment enterprise offering live performances, food and beverage services, and 

related merchandise and programming. 

16. Originally founded in 1925 as a barn dance on WSM Radio, and officially named 

“the Grand Ole Opry” in 1927, Opry IP and its predecessors-in-interest and licensees have offered 

live and recorded musical performance and performance related content, entertainment services, 

and related goods and services in interstate commerce to music lovers worldwide.   
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17. Since its founding, the Opry® has built a reputation for consistently presenting live 

country music performances while preserving the genre’s traditions and values. Its long-standing 

history reflects the Opry’s® central role in shaping country music’s development for more than a 

century. 

18. Shows at the Opry® range from performances by nationally recognized artists to 

appearances by emerging artists at earlier stages of their careers. 

19. Over the years, tens of thousands of songs have been performed at the Opry®, with 

approximately 6,024 songs performed during Opry® shows each year.  

20. The Opry® broadcasts live every Friday and Saturday evening on WSM Radio (650 

AM), reaching listeners worldwide, and is also simulcast on SiriusXM.  Weekly performances air 

on Circle Country (available on Roku, Samsung TV+, Vizio, and Xumo) on Saturday evenings.  

In addition, select special broadcasts air on NBC and Peacock, and live streams are available on 

the Opry® YouTube channel and Facebook page.  

21. The Opry® also offers a variety of tours designed to bring music lovers closer to 

the sights, sounds, and stories of the iconic Opry House and Ryman Auditorium. 

22. In honor of its 100th year, the Opry® launched the “Opry 100” celebration with 

weekly shows from music legends, newcomers, and surprise guests, all taking the stage to celebrate 

one hundred years of the show that made country music famous. Opry IP sells tickets for the “Opry 

100” celebration at the domain <https://www.opry.com>. 

23. As part of the Opry 100 celebration, Opry IP invited music lovers to experience the 

Opry® like never before, with exclusive backstage tours, a televised Opry® live NBC special, the 

Grand Ole Opry: Live in London show at London’s iconic Royal Albert Hall, the Opry 100: 

Country’s Greatest Songs album of never-before-released performances, and much more. 
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24. The Opry 100 celebration continues through 2026.  The Grand Ole Opry will return 

to Carnegie Hall on March 20, 2026, for “An Evening with the Grand Ole Opry,” marking the 

Opry®’s fourth headlining performance at Carnegie Hall. 

25. Opry IP operates its principal website at <opry.com> (the “OPRY® Website”) and 

uses the site to advertise Opry IP’s and its licensees’ various entertainment services and related 

goods and services, including live shows, Opry® tours, merchandise, Opry 100 events, and other 

special events, all under the prominent OPRY® mark, as depicted below: 
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A true and correct copy of select pages from Opry IP’s website is attached hereto as collective 

Exhibit 1. 

26. Opry IP and its licensees offer the “Opry Shop” on the OPRY® Website, through 

which consumers may purchase OPRY® branded apparel, hats, boots, music, jewelry, watches, 

cufflinks, novelty pins, books, posters, tote bags, drinkware, home goods, souvenirs, and other 
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collectibles.  A true and correct copy of exemplary screenshots from the Opry Shop website is 

attached hereto as collective Exhibit 2 and excerpted below. 
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