
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRJCT OF FLOD A

CaFe No.: 0:26-cv-60910-DSL

COPYCAT LEGAL PLLC and
DANIEL DESOUZA,

Plaintiffs,

V.

CHARI,ES A. Péltxt-o,

Defendant,

FILED BY D
.C.

JLL 3 1 2225
' ANGELA E. NOBLECLEBK U S 

DISX CXS
.D. oF /t.A.-w.RB.

DEFENDANT'S M OTION TO SET ASIDE CLERK'S DEFAULT

Dçfendant Charles A. Peralo (refendant'' or :T') procçeding pro se, respectfully movqs

to sçt aside'the Clerk's Default that was entered against him in this action filed by Plaintiffs

Copycat Legal PLLC tçtcopycat''l and Diniel Desouzà C<Desouza''l (collectively, ç<plaintiffs'').
. 

'

D fendant r'espeçtfully submits that he should be permitted to defend on the merits of the case, ase

all causes of action arisq from his flrst nmendment protected speech.

Defendant is currently in a legal battle with Plaintiffs over the claim s of defam ation to

Desouza's firm and character. I was inform ed yesterday, July 30, 2026, that there is a m otion

from Desotlza to default on my case and that I need to act immediately to prevent this, as a

default cause me to lose a case. where 1 believe l'm innôcent.

l nm contentcreator based opt of New York and have spent the last 16 years dçdicated to

sociat media. 1 have owned five different websites, have had 40 million followers acros
.s three

companies'and have hired 35 diflkrent people over that tim e. The last five years, l hàve worked

full tim e as a content creator on Tik-fok, YouTube and Snapchat m aking content covering news
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in pop culture', business, technology and politics. I have rzached millions of peoplç wlth billions

of views, trying to bring ethics to journalism and èmployin' g frée-speech rights to make the

internet a better place.

Earliçr this year, l received emails iom a company called Copycat Legal run by

Desouza, informing me that due to 15 images in TikTok yideos, l was facing $400,000 in

lawsuits. M ter quick reseatch uncovered no evidence that such ajudgment has been obtained in

the payt, l assumed that the letter Fas a scam . This type of scnm .is not uncomm on in the social

m edia profession, where fake çopyright cases are prevalept, as well as fake management of

celebrities. I responded with choice' words, effedively calling Plaintiffs scamm ers and was not

fully aware that Plaintiffs were actual lawyers duriné that response.

Evenlually l got into a direct call with Desouza after a tough exchange of em ails on both

sidej, wherç Desotlza responded to my conduct with his own, siying my nails were overgrown

and other insults towards my persopality and body, which made me believe this was not a real

lawyer. I gbt on the phonq and had a heated discussion, where he ultim ately proved he was a

lawyèr, but when i.asked about his win wcord, h. e bragged about a $200,00ù win in Califomia,

where he only got $10,000 for his client and used fee shiftihjto xet $195,000 foy himself.

He' also undermined m e as a TikTok creator, where he m ocked and laughed at my career.

In resppnse to that attack on my industry, and also my di#gust to the practices 9om Desouza anb

c ' tut I created the yideo at issue to educate my viewers about his conduct towards me and too#y ,

, othqrs. I talked about thé loser pays fee-shifting stamte in copyright cases and my opinion thàt it

was being abused. . I talked about Rhoney pots'' and predatory legal practices thàt firms have been

known to uie, quelsioning whethçr besouza was potentially employing that tactic. 1 talked

about fawyers making contingency fee arrangçments with copyright holders to only charge them
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if they win the case. 1 talked about a former client of his Who contacted me saying Dçsblzza did a

badjob for hlm.and, When the former client compléined, he was met with ihreats of defamation

suits kgom Desotgg like what l'm facing now . .

I talked about what happepçd to m e, and others, and I am proud of what l syid, because I

believe it educated my viewers and.provided necessal exposure of concerns 1 h:d with the
. . ''

practice of 1aw by Desouza and Copycat; None of my statements were false. M y statements

wçre both factually accuratq and my opinions about Plaintiœ s conduct: .It also bears mentioning
. )

th at Desouza himself uses xsocial m edia to create an im age of him self as.an industry speaker,

attempting to create that perception, and making himself a targçt for public criticism on those

' issues.

What I did is b0th neededjdumalism and activism.

Plaintiffs filing this adion for defam ationi deceptive and unfair trade practices, and tmauthorized

publication of name pr likeness. Initially, 1 assumçd this wasjust a scam or something not

seripus at all. l did filù a motion to dismiss, but 1 didn't have counsel and attemjted to use quick

toolp So make a'fàst counter, misundzrstanding ihe seriousness of this matter. A.g a business

ownzr? my.priorities are growing my company and the idea of spending even $1 to rqsptlrces on

somèthing l'-saw âs trivial seemed
-like a waste. l understand now the serjousness of thip action,

. 'i

and I apologize for wasting the Court's time with a poorly presented motion to dismiss.

Since that point, 1 spoke to Desouza over the phohe and we discussed tim es fpr a kial.
. 7

W e tried to have a calmer convdrsation, andwhe totd me that for paperwork in this case,
w
we'd

I later learned that it resulte; in

have a'very long period. of tim e before a trial and never mentioned 1 had to file m ore pgperwork

at the beairinina of the case. I did not tmderstand that 1 was required to file an answer to the

' eighty-three (83) paragraphs of the cofnplaint. l was not made aware of this until yesterday, July
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30, 2026, and 1 did not understand.the cqurt procedures, given that 1 have no legal background or

educaiion. l did not understand the risk of a default until spme very kind lawyers who have

experience with Desouza mached out to educate rhe about what is going on with the status of my

case. I would like to defend this case on iis merits, and prove my innocehce based on my ftrst

amendment right #nd me dping my job as bpth ajollrnalist and an educator. I also undçrstand

t tr 1 l counsel to defend myself 'and'to enstlre that I follow the Court's rules.that requ e. ega

Therefore, 1 am respectfully requejting that the Court (1) set aside the clerk's default and

(2) g'rant me 30 days to respond to the complaint while l seek a lawyer to assist pe. l nm in the

process of seeking
. 
cotmsel @nd will also b.e separately requesting that the Court refer thi. s case to

. . . '

the Volunteer attönpy progrnm as l have not yet been able to secure representation for this

action. I believe'a have a strong defense on the merits, the reasons for m aking the video and the

commçntary contained in the video about Dùsotlza and Copycat is protected speech and not

actionable. n at video was also needed in order to shine light ôil business practices being

employed by Plaintiffs. I believe the jury would agree, if this case reatùes that point, that 1 nm
. 

' .

innoçent of the' clgim s Plaintiffs have filed against me. I would respectfully request thàt
. 

'

opportunity from this. Court. This case should.be decided on the meritsénot based on my

ignorapce of the legal process.

CONCLU SION

För.ttle reasons above, Def
. endant respectfully requests that the Court set aside the Clerk's

. 
'

' 
. Dèfault so that this m atter may be addréssed on the m erits.

Respectfully submitted,

Charles A . Peralo
21 Scarborough èircle

4
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J
R4ck.Hill, NY 12775
charles@peralo.com
8h3r80'7-6849

gPm se ùfendant '

' . .

CERTIFICATE OF CONFERENCE

. 
' .

l cettify that on July 31, 2026, l çonferred witù Copnsel for the Plaintiffs in'à good faith

attçmpt to resolve the issues in ttlis M otion bu$ was unable to do so.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

' 
. 1 'certifyè.that on July 31,.2026,.1 sçrved. a copy of this Votipn to Sçt Aside Clerk's Default

k5 . .0 k .

on Plainiiff ân' d its coupjel:

De ielDesollza, Esq. '' ''. . ' 'œ .

talia Mgqreza Vivçs, Esq.
coyycat Legal PLLC
311 1 N. Upikersity Drivey,suite 301
iàl Springs, FL 3j065Cp .

dan@cèp#callégal.com
t>liattllùjlpykytlkkal.com
$7 :-437:6228'
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