
UNITED STATES DISTRICT CO URT
SO UTH ERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

l r 25'-x' -îzlb-'s-LotAb'sCASE NO.

UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA

M ALEAK  EDDEN,

D efendant.
/

CRIM INAL COVER SH EET

Did this m atler originate from a m atler pending in the Central Region of the United States
Attomey's Oftice prior to October 3, 2019 (Mag. Judge Jared M. Strauss)? No

Did this matter involve the participation of or consultation with M agistrate Judge Eduardo 1.
Sanchez during his tenure at the U.S. Attomey's Office, which concluded on January 22,
20237 No

Did this m atter involve the participation of or consultation with M agistrate Judge M arty
Fulgueira Elfenbein during her tenure at the U.S. Attorney's Office, which concluded on
M arch 5, 20247 No

Did this matter involve the participation of or consultation with M agistrate Judge Ellen F.
D 'Angelo during her tenure at the U .S. Attorney's Office, which concluded on October 7,
20247 No

Respectfully subm itted,

M ICHAEL S. DAVIS
ACTING UN ITED STATES ATTORNEY

By: /S/TANNER P. STIEHL
Tanner P. Stiehl
Special A ssistant United States Atlom ey
FL Bar No. 1031487
99 N.E. 4th Street
M iam i, FL 33132
Tel. No. (786) 360-9752
Fax No. (305) 536-4676
E-mail: Tanner.stiehl@usdoj.gov
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UNITED STATES D ISTRICT COURT
for the

United States 'of America
V.

MALEAK EDDEN,

)

) , g. y.y , .g g ( gy .j. p. u j ,. ;) case xo. l .
.J)

)
)
)

CRTM INAL COM PLAINT

1, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

On or about the datets) of January 21, 2025 in the'county of . Miami-Dade in the

Southern District of Florida , the defendantts) violated:

Code Section Offense Description
8 U.S.C. j 1324(a)(1)(A)(iv) Encouraging and Inducing an Alien to Enter the Unitqd States

This criminal complaint is based on these facts:

SEE ATTACHED AFFIDAVIT.

V Continued on the attached sheet.

Complainant 's signature

Jacob A. Amole, Special Agent HSI
Printed name and title

Judge 's signature

.sWorn to before me and signed in my presence.

1/z4 /c-<'--
/ l

city and state: Miami, Florida Honorable Lauren F. Louis, United States Magistrate Judge
Printedname and title
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M 'FIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF CRIM INAL COM PLM NT

1, Jacob A. Amole, being duly sworn, do hereby depose and state the following:

INTRODUCTION

l am  employed as a Special Agent with the United States Departm ent of Hom eland

Security, lmmigration and Customs Enforcement, Homeland Security Investigations, in M iami,

Florida, and have been so employed since January 2023. I am currently assigned to the Human

Smuggling Group, where 1 am responsible for investigating matters within the jurisdiction of the

United States Departm ent of Hom eland Security, including violations of the imm igration and

custom s laws of the United States. Prior to being employed with HSI, l served on active duty in

the U.S. Navy for 1 1 years as a Cryptologic Technician suppoding multiple National Security

Agency m issions both foreign and dom estic and attained a bachelor's degree in llonaeland

Sectlrity. 1 have completed the Criminal lnvestigator Training Program and HS1 Special Agent

Traiaing Program at the Federal Law Enforcem ent Training Center regarding the proper

investigative techniques, including the application for and execution of search, arrest, and seizure

warrants, for violations of federal laws iricluding Title 8, United States Code, Sections 1324 and

1326.

The stàtem ents containrd in this affidavit are based upon my own personal

knowledge of this investigation, my previous training and experience, and based on inform ation

obtained in writing or orally from other people, including other 1aw enforcement officials and other

federal officials. Because this affidayit is being subnétted in suppol't of a criminal complaint, I

have not included each and every fact known to 1aw enforcem ent.l have set fol'th only the facts

that I believe are necessary to establish probable cause.
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I submit this affidavit in support of a criminal complaint against M aleak Joshua

Jnmes EDDEN (&GEDDEN'), because there is probable cause to believe EDDEN did lcnowingly

encotlrage and induce aliens to come to, enter, and reside in the United States, knowing and in

reckless disregard of the fact that such com ing to, entry, and residence is and will be in violation

of law, in violation of Title 8, United States Code, Section 1324(a)(1)(A)(iv).

FACTS IN SUPPORT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

On or about Jantzat'y 21, 2025, at approxim' ayely 8:00 P.M ., HS1 w as advised by

Customs and Border Protection (G$CBP'') Air and Marine Operations (1WMO'') of a SUSPECT

VESSEL identified by AM O Aircraft heading westbotmd towards the United States approaching

the 12 nautical mile line offthe coast of M inmi, Florida. Multiple individuals were visible on the

deck of the SU SPECT VESSEL; from the aircraft.

Once in the Urlited States Territorial Seas, CBP AM O Aircraft directed CBP AM O

Miami Marine Uzlit (MM U) to a point of intercept at which timè the CBP AMO agents approached

the SUSPECT VESSEL. When the agents ajproached the SUSPECT VESjEL, they energized

their lights and sirens, but EDDEN refused to stop. W lzen warning shots were deployed, EDDEN

refused to stop the SUSPECT VESSEL. lt was only after agents shot one of the SUSPECT

VESSEL'S engine, that EDDEN stopped. Agents were ablç to see that EDDEN was the one

driving the vessel dm ing the pursuit.

approximatçly two (2)

nautical m iles 9om the shoreline of M inm i-Dade County, Florida, near Haulover Beach. The

interdiction occurred on or about Januaty 21, 2025, at approxim ately 8:20 P.M .

When the SUSPECT VESSEL was interdicted it was

CBP AM O officers boarded the vessel, identified as 28-foot white cuddy cabin

vessel bearing Florida registration number FL2074GX.CBP AM O officers encountered a total of
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16 individuals aboard the vessel, to include the vessel operator, EDDEN, who was a Bahamian

national. The remaining 15 occupants were from various countries. One individual appeared to be

in respiratory distress and was' m edically evacuated for higher level medical care. The remaining

15 individuals were transferred to the United States Coast Guard CIUSCG'') Cutter for further

identification. The results of these checks and m y research indicated that a11 16 of the individuals

did not have any proper im migration docum entation or perm ission to enter the United States on or

about January 21, 2025.

8. On or about January 24, 2025, at approximately 9:00 A.M ., the USCG first brought

EDDEN ashore at the USCG Base in M iam i Beach, Florida, the first place in which EDDEN

entered the Southez'n District of Florida. EDDEN was transfel-red to CBP custody for immigration

processing, which includes the taking of biom etrics to confil'm the previous findings.

9. During a recorded, post-hliranda intenriew, EDDEN stated he accepted a job in

which he was supposed to receive $20,000 to drive a boat of people from the Bahnmas to the

United States. EDDEN was instructed to follow the GPS plot line to the Urtited States, drop off

the people on board the vessel in the United States then travel back to Bim ini, Bahamas. EDDEN

stated that when 1aw enforcem ent approached the vessel, they activated their lights and sirens at

which tim e he did not know what to do so he continued traveling until law enforcem ent shot out

one of the engines on the vessel he was operating. EDDEN also stated that he was the only

individual driving the vessel from Bimini, Bahamas to the United States.

(REMAINDER INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK)
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Based on the foregoing facts, your affiant tespectfully submits that there is probable

cause to believe that EDDEN encouraged and induced aliens to enter the United States, in violation

of Title 8, Uzlited States Code, Section 1324(a)(1)(A)(iv).

FURTH ER AFFIANT SAYETH NAU GHT.

JACO . AM OLE
CIAL AGENT

HOM ELAND SECURITY W VESTIGATION S

Sw orn to before m e and signed in my presence
this day of Ja ary, 2025.

H BLE LAUREN F. LOUIS
UNITED STATES M AGISTRATE JUDGE
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

4
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