
 
 
VIA CERIFIED MAIL RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED AND EMAIL 

May 12, 2023 

Antitrust Division of the U.S. Department of Justice 
Laura Starling 
Acting Chief, FOIA/PA Unit 
Antitrust Division 
Department of Justice 
Liberty Square Building 
Suite 1000, 450 5th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
Phone: (202) 514-2692 
Fax: (202) 616-4529 
antitrust.foia@usdoj.gov 
 
Civil Division of the U.S. Department of Justice 
Kenneth Hendricks 
Chief, FOIA and Privacy Office 
Civil Division 
Department of Justice 
Room 8314 
1100 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
Phone: (202) 514-2319 
Fax: (202) 514-7866 
Civil.routing.FOIA@usdoj.gov 
 
Criminal Division of the U.S. Department of Justice 
Christina Butler 
Acting Chief, FOIA/PA Unit 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Room 803, Keeney Building 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
crm.foia@usdoj.gov 
 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Requests  

Dear FOIA Officers:  
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Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552), I request that the above Divisions 
of the U.S.Department of Justice produce on an expedited basis all correspondence, memoranda, 
documents, reports, records, statements, audits, lists of names, applications, diskettes, letters, 
expense logs and receipts, calendar or diary logs, facsimile logs, telephone records, call sheets, 
tape recordings, video/movie recordings, notes, examinations, opinions, folders, files, books, 
manuals, pamphlets, forms, drawings, charts, photographs, electronic mail, and other documents 
and things that refer or relate to the following in any way, within twenty (20) business days: 1.) 
The reported investigation of President Donald Trump’s and/or any of his coporate entities’ ties 
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Saudi Public Investment Fund and LIV Golf and 2.) The 
reported investigation of the alleged anticompetitve practices of the PGA Tour, and others with 
regard to LIV Golf, as described in the attached articles. 

If any responsive record or portion thereof is claimed to be exempt from production under FOIA, 
sufficient identifying information (with respect to each allegedly exempt record or portion 
thereof) must be provided to allow the assessment of the propriety of the claimed exemption. 
Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir 1973), cert denied, 415 U.S. 977 (1974). Additionally 
any reasonably segregable portion of a responsive record must be provided after redaction of any 
allegedly exempt material to me, as the law requires. 5 U.S.C. § 552(b).  

As Freedom Watch, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) public interest organization which disseminates this and 
other information of a public interest to the public and the media, it requests a fee waiver for the 
production of the requested records.  See www.freedomwatchusa.org. 

Please comply with this request on an expedited basis. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Larry Klayman, Esq. 
Chairman and General Counsel  
Freedom Watch, Inc. 
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GOLF

Dept. of Justice investigating Donald
Trump’s ties to LIV Golf amid larger
probe, per report

Published 4:53 p.m. ET May 5, 2023

Adam Woodard

Golfweek

The United States Department of Justice is ramping up its investigation into how former
President Donald Trump has handled classified documents since his time in office ended.
But what does that have to do with golf?

According to a New York Times report, amid the larger investigation the DOJ has
subpoenaed the Trump Organization for records regarding LIV Golf and President
Trump's ties to the upstart circuit financially backed by Saudi Arabia's Public Investment
Fund.

In LIV Golf's inaugural season last year, Trump National Bedminster and Trump National
Doral both hosted events. The pair of properties will do so again in 2023, as will his resort
in Potomac Falls, Virginia, outside of Washington, D.C.

From the report:

It is unclear what bearing Mr. Trump's relationship with LIV Golf has on the broader
investigation, but it suggests that the prosecutors are examining certain elements of Mr.
Trump's family business.

Last year the former president was heavily criticized for hosting LIV Golf just miles from
New York City by a group of families of 9/11 victims and survivors.

Donald Trump Add Topic
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"I've known these people for a long time in Saudi Arabia, they've been friends of mine for a
long time," explained Trump ahead of last year's event at Trump National Bedminster.
"They've invested in many American companies, they own big percentages of many, many
American companies, and frankly what they're doing for golf is so great."

A New York City native, Trump's comments came just days after families of 9/11 victims
and survivors sent a letter to condemn the former president for hosting the Saudi-funded
series. The letter expressed their "extreme pain, frustration and anger" and even included
a quote from Trump's 2016 comments on the 9/11 terrorist attacks from a segment on Fox
& Friends:

" … Who blew up the World Trade Center? It wasn't the Iraqis - it was Saudi. Take a look
at Saudi Arabia. Open the documents. We ought to get Bush or somebody to have the
documents opened because frankly, if you open the documents, I think you are going to
see it was Saudi Arabia …"

"The former President correctly speculated in 2016 that Saudi Arabia knocked down the
towers and now the FBI has released the documents to prove him right," Brett Eagleson,
an advocate for the 9/11 Justice group, told CNN at the time, "yet he is choosing money
over America. So much for America First. A sad day."

LIV Golf has long been criticized as a way for the Kingdom to "sportswash" its human
rights record. Saudi Arabia has been accused of wide-ranging human rights abuses,
including politically motivated killings, torture, forced disappearances and inhumane
treatment of prisoners. And members of the royal family and Saudi government were
accused of involvement in the murder of Jamal Khashoggi, a Saudi journalist and
Washington Post columnist.

The DOJ is also reportedly investigating the PGA Tour for potential antitrust violations
against LIV Golf.

Trump National Washington D.C. will host LIV Golf later this month, May 26-28. LIV will
then head to Trump National Bedminster, Aug. 11-13, and return to Trump National Doral,
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Oct. 20-22. The LIV Golf season ends in King Abdullah Economic City, Saudi Arabia, Nov.
3-5.
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Federal prosecutors investigating former
President Donald Trump’s handling of classified
documents have subpoenaed his family business
for records related to his dealings with LIV Golf,
according to a report. 

The fledgling Saudi-backed golf tour plans to hold
tournaments this year at three properties owned
by Trump. 

The previously unreported subpoenas were
issued to the Trump Organization by prosecutors
working for special counsel Jack Smith, who is
overseeing multiple federal criminal investigations
into the 76-year-old former president, the New
York Times reported on Thursday.

It’s unclear why prosecutors are interested in
Trump’s ties to LIV Golf and how the subpoenas fit
into the scope of Smith’s investigation into how
classified records from Trump’s days in the White
House wound up at the ex-commander-in-chief’s
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Mar-a-Lago estate. 

The subpoenas related to the LIV Golf are part of
a flurry of activity from Smith’s team in the
classified documents probe, according to the
report. 

Prosecutors have reportedly obtained the
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Former President Donald Trump speaks at his Mar-a-
Lago estate Tuesday, April 4, 2023, in Palm Beach, Fla.
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The DOJ has reportedly subpoenaed the Trump
Organization for information related to the former
president’s dealings with LIV Golf.
via Getty Images
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confidential cooperation of a Mar-a-Lago insider
who has provided investigators with a picture of
the storage room at Trump’s Palm Beach, Fla.,
estate where classified material may have been
held.

Investigators appear to be interested in the
movement of boxes filled with presidential papers
at the posh Florida club and why some
surveillance footage from Mar-a-Lago appears to
be missing.  

15 flower delivery services for
Mother's Day that'll have your mom
blooming

50 best Mother’s Day sales to shop in
2023: flowers, jewelry, more

Three Trump properties will host LIV Golf tournaments in
2023.
DANIEL WILLIAM MCKNIGHT
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Mar-a-Lago surveillance footage, which the DOJ
issued a subpoena for last year, reportedly
captured Trump aide Walt Nauta and another
individual moving boxes out of the storage closet. 

Some of the footage sought by prosecutors,
however, appears to be missing or unavailable,
according to the report, leading investigators to
subpoena the software company that handles all
of the Trump Organization’s surveillance
cameras. 

Matthew Calamari Sr., the executive vice
president and chief operating officer of the Trump
Organization, and his son, Matthew Calamari
Jr.,the director of security for the company, have
also been issued subpoenas and reportedly

Jamie Foxx has been ‘out of the
hospital for weeks’ despite ICU
claims: daughter

Kim Zolciak, Kroy Biermann ‘avoiding
each other’ in shared home amid
divorce

Sofia Richie and Meghan Markle have
the same ‘signature scent’

Trump talks with Yasir Al-Rumayyan, governor of Saudi
Arabia’s Public Investment Fund, during the first round of
the Bedminster Invitational LIV Golf tournament in
Bedminster, NJ. on July 29, 2022.
AP

Trump Organization COO Matthew Calamari Sr., has
been subpoenaed by the special counsel investigating
Trump.
Lev Radin/LightRocket/Getty Images
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testified before the grand jury hearing evidence in
the case on Thursday. 

The New York Times reports that people briefed
on the matter say that nearly every employee at
Mar-a-Lago has been subpoenaed, and that some
have been called back in for questioning by
investigators.

237 What do you think? Post a
comment.

An individual who had knowledge of Trump’s
thinking when he first delivered White House
material to the National Archives has also recently
been subpoenaed, according to the report. 

Trump has vehemently denied any wrongdoing
since the FBI’s August 2022 raid of his Palm
Beach resort which turned up hundreds of pages

VIDEO

Video game-playing sea lion is ready
to be a Navy SEAL

‘The Kelly Clarkson Show’ Staffers

Investigators are reportedly interested in the movement of
boxes at Trump’s Palm Beach, Fla., property.
AFP via Getty Images
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of classified documents. 

F I L E D  U N D E R  CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS ,
DONALD TRUMP ,  JUSTICE DEPARTMENT ,  LIV GOLF ,
MAR-A-LAGO ,  5/5/23
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DOJ investigating President Trump's ties to LIV Golf:
report

Three of Trump's courses will hold LIV events this year
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Amid the Department of Justice's investigation into former President Donald Trump and
classiKed documents, it is also looking into his ties to the LIV Golf tour.

The DOJ has subpoenaed the Trump Organization for records regarding the relationship between
the two parties.

"It is unclear what bearing Mr. Trump's relationship with LIV Golf has on the broader investigation,
but it suggests that the prosecutors are examining certain elements of Mr. Trump's family
business," The New York Times reports.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE SPORTS COVERAGE ON FOXNEWS.COM

Fox News Flash top sports headlines for May 5
Fox News Flash top sports headlines are here. Check out what's clicking on Foxnews.com.

Case 9:23-cv-81036-AMC   Document 1-1   Entered on FLSD Docket 07/14/2023   Page 14 of 30

https://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/golf/liv-golf
https://www.foxnews.com/category/person/donald-trump
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/04/us/politics/trump-documents-subpoenas-justice-department.html
https://www.foxnews.com/sports
https://www.foxnews.com/video/6315164598112


5/12/23, 12:07DOJ investigating President Trump's ties to LIV Golf: report | Fox News

Page 3 of 11https://www.foxnews.com/sports/doj-investigating-president-trumps-ties-liv-golf-report

Greg Norman, CEO and commissioner of LIV Golf, left, talks with former President Donald Trump on the Qrst tee during the pro-
am prior to the LIV Golf Invitational - Bedminster at Trump National Golf Club Bedminster in Bedminster, New Jersey, on July
28, 2022. (Charles Laberge/LIV Golf via Getty Images)

Two of Trump's golf courses — Trump National Bedminster in New Jersey and Trump National
Doral in Miami — hosted LIV events last year and will do so this year, as will his resort in Potomac
Falls, Virginia, outside of Washington, D.C.
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It's not yet clear how the subpoenas regarding LIV tie into the probe of Trump and how classiKed
documents were recovered from his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida.

Trump participated in the LIV pro-am at Bedminster last July, but he received much criticism for
hosting the Saudi-backed tour just miles away from Ground Zero.

Former President Donald Trump watches his shot from the Qrst tee during the pro-am prior to the LIV Golf Invitational -
Bedminster at Trump National Golf Club Bedminster in Bedminster, New Jersey, on July 28, 2022. (Charles Laberge/LIV Golf via
Getty Images)
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PHIL MICKELSON CRITICIZES 'D--K MOVE' BY USGA THAT WILL LEAVE LIV'S TALOR GOOCH
OUT OF US OPEN

Families of 9/11 victims ripped Trump for hosting the tournament, but he defended his decision.

"Nobody’s gotten to the bottom of 9/11, unfortunately," Trump said at the time. "They should
have, as to the maniacs that did that horrible thing to our city, to the country, to the world. So
nobody's really been there." 

""I've known these people for a long time in Saudi Arabia, they've been friends of mine for a long
time. They’ve invested in many American companies, they own big percentages of many, many
American companies, and frankly what they’re doing for golf is so great," he also said.

Trump played the pro-am alongside Dustin Johnson, Bryson DeChambeau and Trump's son Eric.
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Former President Donald Trump looks on from the practice range during the pro-am prior to the LIV Golf Invitational -
Bedminster at Trump National Golf Club Bedminster in Bedminster, New Jersey, on July 28, 2022.  (Charles Laberge/LIV Golf
via Getty Images)

CLICK HERE TO GET THE FOX NEWS APP

Trump has denied any wrongdoing since the FBI raided Mar-a-Lago last August.
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DOJ is 'investigating Trump's link with
Saudi-backed LIV Golf tour' - as it's
revealed a Mar-a-Lago employee is
helping federal investigators probe if
former president hid documents at
Florida estate

Donald Trump hosted the controversial Saudi Arabian LIV golf tour at his
Bedminster course in July 2022, and his Doral course in October 2022
On Thursday the New York Times reported that the Justice Department had
issued a subpoena for documents relating to Trump's agreement with the tour
It is unclear what the subpoenas, sent to the Trump Organization, relate to but
the New York Times said it suggested a probe into the family firm 

By HARRIET ALEXANDER FOR DAILYMAIL.COM
PUBLISHED: 21:08 EDT, 4 May 2023 | UPDATED: 22:01 EDT, 4 May 2023

The Justice Department has subpoenaed the Trump Organization for documents
relating to the Saudi-backed LIV golf tour, which Donald Trump hosted twice in 2022
and will again host in 2023.

Trump welcomed the tournament to his Bedminster, New Jersey course in July 2022.
The tour returned to his properties in October 2022, with a competition at his Doral,
Florida course.

Last year's events saw protests by relatives of the 9/11 victims, angered at Trump's
cozying up to the Saudi leadership. In a letter, the group said the decision by
Trump to welcome the Saudis brought them 'deep pain and anger' given Saudi
Arabia's role in the 2001 attacks.
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The subpoenaing of the Trump Organization was reported on Thursday by The New
York Times. It is not clear what the subpoena relates to, but the Times said it
suggested investigators were looking into Trump's family business. 

It comes as it's revealed a Mar-a-Lago employee is also helping federal investigators
probe if the former president hid documents at his Florida estate.  

Donald Trump is pictured at his Bedminster, New Jersey golf course on July 28, 2022, as the
LIV golf tournament was being held
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Trump is seen on May 4 at his golf course in Doonbeg, Ireland 

Trump and his wife are seen with Saudi Arabia's King Salman (2nd L) and Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi in May 2017

LIV golf was founded in 2021, the year after Trump left the White House. In 2023 the
LIV tour will be played at Trump's DC course on May 26 to 28. It will return to
Bedminster from August 11 to 13, and Doral from October 20 to 22. 

Trump has defended his decision to host the Saudi-run tournament, which has
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sharply divided the golfing world.

With their almost unlimited funds, the Saudis are luring some of the best players in
the world away from the PGA tour.

Those who go say the PGA has disrespected them. Those who turn down the Saudi
cash, like Tiger Woods, say the PGA must be protected as the soul of the sport.

Trump said he had no problem with supporting the breakaway tour, telling the New
York Times in October 2022 that Saudi officials are 'good people with unlimited
money' and that the U.S. has 'human rights issues here as much as anybody.'

A month later, Trump's company agreed a deal with a Saudi real estate company that
is planning a $4 billion project in Oman, including a Trump-branded hotel and golf
course. 

The government of Oman owns the land where the complex is expected to be built,
The New York Times reported, and it is collaborating with Dar Al Arkan, the Saudi
firm that signed the contract with the former president.

The Trump Organization declined to say how much they were being paid to host the
tournaments.

In a statement, Eric Trump, executive vice president of the Trump Organization, said
the organization is 'honored to be hosting three LIV Golf events at our properties' in
2023. 

He added: 'What LIV Golf accomplished in their first season was truly remarkable,
and we are excited to raise the bar even higher together in 2023.' 

Trump receives the Order of Abdulaziz al-Saud medal from King Salman in May 2017 in Riyadh
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Matt Jones of Punch GC plays his shot from the 16th tee during day one of the LIV Golf
Invitational at Bedminster, on July 29, 2022

Trump is seen during the final round of the Bedminster LIV competition on July 31, 2022

News of the golf tournament subpoena emerged at the same time as reports that
prosecutors investigating Trump's handling of classified documents had secured the
cooperation of a Mar-a-Lago insider.

The unnamed employee helped the prosecutors learn more about the storage room
where the classified documents were kept, The New York Times reported.
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It is not known when the insider began cooperating, but two people told the paper
that nearly everyone who works at Mar-a-Lago has been subpoenaed.

Some staff members have been asked back for further questioning - even if they do
not serve in high profile or powerful roles.

Prosecutors have subpoenaed footage from the surveillance cameras from inside
Mar-a-Lago, and are asking why some of the footage is missing or unavailable - even
subpoenaing the software company that deals with the cameras. 

On Thursday both Matthew Calamari Sr., veteran head of security at the Trump
Organization and chief operating officer, and his son, Matthew Calamari Jr.,
corporate director of security, testified before the grand jury.

A spokesperson for Trump called the case, overseen by the special counsel, Jack
Smith,  'a targeted, politically motivated witch hunt' that is 'concocted to meddle in
an election and prevent the American people from returning him to the White
House.' 

The spokesperson accused Smith's office of harassing 'anyone who has worked for
President Trump'.

They said Smith's inquiry was now being used to target Trump's business. 

Smith's Valid May 10 - May 16
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◆ WSJ NEWS EXCLUSIVEGOLF

Justice Department Is Investigating PGA Tour Over Potential Antitrust
Violations in LIV Golf Battle
The probe shows that the DOJ is watching the PGA Tour’s fight to retain players in the face of new competition from the Saudi-backed LIV Golf
circuit

By Louise Radnofsky Follow  and Andrew Beaton Follow

Updated July 11, 2022 4:28 pm ET

The FedEx Cup Trophy on display during the 2021 Tour Championship golf tournament. PHOTO: ERIK S LESSER/SHUTTERSTOCK

The Department of Justice is investigating whether the PGA Tour engaged in anticompetitive behavior as it battles the upstart, Saudi-backed LIV Golf circuit, the
PGA Tour confirmed to The Wall Street Journal. 

Players’ agents have received inquiries from the DOJ’s antitrust division involving both the PGA Tour’s bylaws governing players’ participation in other golf events,
and the PGA Tour’s actions in recent months relating to LIV Golf, according to a person familiar with those inquiries. 

The questions send a clear signal that the Justice Department is watching the fight that has divided professional golf, which both sides expect to end up in U.S.
courts at some point. Such an investigation would ordinarily include the subject being instructed to freeze all relevant communications, both internal and with third
parties.

A spokesman for the PGA Tour said it was aware of the investigation—and was confident it would prevail. The Department of Justice declined to comment.

Since the debut of LIV Golf, which is financed by Saudi Arabia’s sovereign-wealth fund, the PGA Tour has suspended players who have chosen to participate—a
punishment that LIV has assailed as anticompetitive. Some of those players have opted to resign from the PGA Tour.  

The emergence of LIV Golf and the extraordinary money behind it has plunged the sport into tumult and financial upheaval. LIV offers $25 million in prize money at
its tournaments—far more than is currently offered on the PGA Tour—in addition to the seemingly massive sums the top pros are receiving for simply signing on.   

The PGA Tour has responded by upping its purses at select tournaments and creating alternate routes, including new proposed international events, in order to
further line players’ pockets. But even the Tour’s boss concedes it can’t match the Saudis’ coffers. 

“If this is an arms race and if the only weapons here are dollar bills, the PGA Tour can’t compete,” PGA Tour commissioner Jay Monahan said in June. “The PGA
Tour, an American institution, can’t compete with a foreign monarchy that is spending billions of dollars in [an] attempt to buy the game of golf.” 

That money could also become part of an antitrust case, said people familiar with LIV Golf’s thinking, if LIV Golf were to argue that they had been forced by the PGA
Tour’s rules to spend more in order to do business.

This isn’t the first federal probe into the PGA Tour’s practices. In 1994, the Federal Trade Commission was pursuing two PGA rules—one barring golfers from playing
in a non-PGA event without the commissioner’s permission, and the other relating to their appearance on televised golf programs. By 1995, the FTC had backed off. 
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“This was not unexpected,” the PGA Tour spokesman said of the new probe. “We went through this in 1994 and we are confident in a similar outcome.”

The PGA Tour’s bylaws suggest that players are still not allowed to participate in other televised golf events without the approval of the commissioner.  PHOTO: FRED KFOURY III/ZUMA PRESS

The scrutiny over the Tour’s policies has typically focused on the areas that were examined back in the mid-1990s—both of which relate to the current battle with
LIV. The PGA Tour’s bylaws suggest that players are still not allowed to participate in other televised golf events without the approval of the commissioner. 

There is also the set of rules that requires players to request a release to play in tournaments that conflict with PGA Tour events. Players are eligible for up to three
such releases a season, and no such releases are granted for events in North America. When players requested those releases to play in the first LIV event outside of
London last month, they were denied—leading to the suspensions of those who participated nonetheless. 

Critics have called those practices anticompetitive. And LIV Golf CEO and commissioner Greg Norman has boasted of bringing “free agency” to golf. A LIV
spokeswoman didn’t have an immediate comment. 

As LIV Golf has tried to woo players, it also raised the possibility of a scenario such as this one. Earlier this year, LIV had sent a letter to players and agents accusing
the PGA Tour of monopolistic behavior, writing that if the PGA Tour followed through on banning players who joined LIV that it would “likely cause the federal
government to investigate and punish the PGA Tour’s unlawful practices.” 

“There is simply no recognized justification for banning independent contractor professional golfers for simply contracting to play professional golf,” the letter
said. 
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The DOJ’s investigation presages what may become a prolonged and multi-pronged legal battle inside professional golf. The LIV Golf circuit, or the players who left
the PGA Tour, could bring an antitrust suit in the U.S. The Justice Department could weigh in with a statement of interest in such a case, or keep pursuing its own
action. 

PGA Tour commissioner Jay Monahan looks on during the Scottish Open. PHOTO: KEVIN C. COX/GETTY IMAGES

One of the notable developments in that space unfolded just last week when a handful of LIV golfers challenged their suspensions from an event—and won a stay.
The DP World Tour, also known as the European tour, had suspended LIV players from participating in the Genesis Scottish Open, which it co-sanctions with the
PGA Tour. 

But days before the event, a judge hearing the golfers’ complaint through a dispute resolution service said those bans should be temporarily enjoined. 

LIV Golf—and the money behind it—has generated considerable controversy and tumult inside the sport this year. The circuit has offered record prize money, in
addition to lucrative appearance fees, in order to attract top pros. 

Superstar Phil Mickelson faced considerable backlash earlier this year after the publication of comments in which he said he would be willing to do business with the
Saudis despite the country’s record on human rights, because of his dissatisfaction with how the PGA Tour operates. 

Mickelson spent months away from golf following the firestorm. When he re-emerged, it was at LIV’s debut event outside London. 

He is one of a growing list of big names who have signed on with LIV, including Dustin Johnson, Bryson DeChambeau, Brooks Koepka and Patrick Reed. Many of
these players have faced consequences from not just the PGA Tour, which suspended them, but also their own sponsors who have in some instances stopped
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Appeared in the July 12, 2022, print edition as 'PGA Tour Faces DOJ Inquiry Into Fight With Saudi Rival'.

working with them. 

Their involvement with the Saudis has also drawn the criticism of activists, including the families of 9/11 victims. 

—Mark Maremont contributed to this article.

Write to Louise Radnofsky at louise.radnofsky@wsj.com and Andrew Beaton at andrew.beaton@wsj.com

Dustin Johnson and Phil Mickelson during a LIV Golf event. PHOTO: STEVEN PASTON/ZUMA PRESS
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