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DECLARATION OF KATHERINE H. BLANKENSHIP 

 

I, Katherine H. Blankenship, hereby declare under penalty of perjury pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1746 that the following is true and correct.  

 

1. I make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge and if called to testify I 

could and would do so competently and truthfully to these matters.  

 

2. I am an attorney in good standing and co-founder of Sanctuary of the South, PLLC, 

(“SOS”), a legal services organization that is an organizational plaintiff in this matter. I 

currently represent people who are detained South Florida Soft Sided Facility South 

(“SFSSFS”)—also known as “Alligator Alcatraz.” 

 

3. On April 8, 2026, and April 10, 2026, I spoke via videoconferencing with Raiko Lopez 

Morffi who is currently detained at SFSSFS. I requested this legal call with him. 

 

4. On April 10, 2026, I also spoke via videoconference with Lazaro Hernandez Galban, who 

is also currently detained at the Facility. I had requested this legal call with him.  

 

5. Mr. Morffi and Mr. Hernandez Galban are in the same housing cage at SFSSFS.  

 

6. During these calls, Mr. Morffi and Mr. Hernandez Galban both reported that SFSSFS 

turned off all the phones in the housing units on Thursday, April 2, 2026, for the entire 

day. The facility did not give them any advanced warning of the phones being cut off, nor 

did they explain why the phones were cut off.   

 

7. Mr. Morffi and Mr. Hernandez Galban both reported that, by the evening of April 2, 

2026, after not having access to phone calls all day, people in their cages were getting 

frustrated with the situation, as these phones calls are the only way people can contact 

loved ones or speak with and secure an attorney. Detained individuals in Mr. Morffi and 

Mr. Hernandez Galban’s cage began complaining loudly about the phones not working.  

 

8. Mr. Morffi and Mr. Hernandez Galban both reported that several guards who work for 

CRS came to the cage and were taunting the detained individuals inside. Detained 

individuals began raising their voices in protest. The guards got more aggressive and 

were yelling and threatening to enter the cage. Mr. Hernandez Galban went to the guards 

to try to de-escalate the situation and advised the guards not to enter the cage at that time, 

fearing that it would lead to violence.  

 

9. Mr. Morffi and Mr. Hernandez Galban both reported that another detained individual 

then went up to the guards, and an officer punched that person. Then the officers targeted 

Mr. Morffi. Neither Mr. Morffi nor Mr. Hernandez Galban know why they targeted Mr. 

Morffi. The guards threw Mr. Morffi to the ground and severely beat him up. (see photos 

attached below). 
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10. An officer came in and punched Mr. Morffi in his right eye and began to beat him.      He 

was taken out of the cage and thrown to the ground and beaten by multiple guards. He 

suffered injuries to his shoulder and arm and was kicked in the head. A guard placed their 

knee on his neck when the guard was trying to restrain him. I took pictures of Mr. Morffi 

during our April 8, 2026 video call (see below), which shows that his eye remained 

severely bruised six days afterwards and his arm remained injured. Mr. Morffi does not 

know which guards were involved, as they do not wear ID badges, but he believes he 

would recognize them.  

 

11. The officers beat several people during this incident and broke another detained 

individual’s wrist.  

 

12. The officers then pepper sprayed everyone in the cage. A detained older gentleman 

passed out, as he could not breathe.  

 

13. Detained individuals then barricaded the door to stop the officers from coming back in 

and beating them more. One of the officers who has a reputation of being slightly more 

reasonable then approached the cage and spoke with Mr. Hernandez Galban. This officer 

told Mr. Hernandez Galban that they needed to get in to see who needed medical 

attention. The detained individuals did not want to let them in, as they were afraid of 

being beaten further. This officer told them he gave his word that they would not beat 

them anymore, so they let him in.  

 

14. At some point on April 3, 2026, the facility turned the phones back on. Staff never 

provided an explanation to the detainees for why the phones were cut off that whole day.  

 

15. The denial of access to the telephones is a significant harm to detained individuals at the 

facility. Both of my clients—Mr. Morffi and Mr. Hernandez Galban—said that there is 

no other way for individuals inside to contact the outside world or have any ability to 

contact their legal counsel.  
 

16. In addition, Mr. Hernandez Galban reports that individuals are systematically denied 

personal mail. He has had family members send him multiple pieces of mail that are 

never delivered. He also reports that detained individuals cannot send mail and that the 

facility denies them access to postage or envelopes. Mr. Hernandez Galban reports that 

the grievance system goes unmonitored and that detained individuals have no access to 

ICE. He reports that it is common for people to be denied access to the courts and miss 

immigration court hearings. The lack of all other means of communication makes the 

removal of telephone access all the more detrimental.  
 

17. It further bears noting that my Zoom call with Mr. Hernandez Galban had been scheduled 

for 10:00 a.m. on April 10, 2026. But at 9:53 a.m., the facility emailed me informing me 

that Mr. Hernandez Galban “is refusing to attend his scheduled zoom call.” (see email 

thread attached).  
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18. I emailed the facility back several times, informing them that I did not believe Mr.

Hernandez Galban was in fact refusing legal counsel, as he had been adamant that he

wanted to proceed with our conversation, but if he was refusing counsel, I needed to hear

that directly from him, as it is a privileged conversation.

19. At 3:30 p.m. on April 10, 2026, I was finally able to meet with Mr. Hernandez Galban

over Zoom. He informed me that he had finally been allowed to go to the law library that

morning, which he had been denied access to over the past two weeks despite multiple

requests, and that he needed to use the law library to access his legal documents. He was

in the law library when I called, and he asked facility staff if he could call me back. They

told him that would not be a problem. It was following this exchange with Mr. Hernandez

Galban that the facility falsely told me that he was refusing to meet with me.

Executed on the 10th day of April, 2026, in Miami, Florida. 

________________________ 

Katherine H. Blankenship, Esq. 

/s/ Katherine H. Blankenship
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Photographs of Mr. Morffi taken by Ms. Blankenship on April 10, 2026: 
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