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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 S
3 THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Good norning. W are now on
4 the record. Today is Tuesday, August 6, 2024. The
5 approximate tinme, 9:02 a.m This is the deposition
6 of Christopher E. Dorworth being taken in the matter
7 of Christopher E. Dorworth versus Joel M cah
8 Greenberg, et al.
9 W1l counsel please state their appearance for
10 | the record? After which, our court reporter,
11 Ms. Anber Portello, will admnister the oath to the
12 W t ness?
13 MR. ANDRADE: Al ex Andrade on behal f of the
14 plaintiff, Chris Dorworth.
15 MR, PERKINS: Jason Perkins on here on behalf
16 of the defendant, Abby G eenberg.
17 MR, VWVERMUTH: Fritz Wermuth on behal f of Andrew
18 Greenberg, Susan G eenberg, and AWG I nc.
19 MR RITTER Qinn Ritter on behalf of Andrew
20 Greenberg, Susan G eenberg, and AWG I nc.
21 MR. PERKINS: It looks lIike the folks on Zoom
22 go ahead and enter your appearances.
23 MR. ANDRADE: | think we may be nuted.
24 MR. PERKINS: Okay. W have entered our
25 appearances, so if the fol ks on Zoom the attorneys

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 7
1 on Zoom can enter their appearances.
2 MR SCHELLER: This is Fritz Scheller on behalf
3 of Joel G eenberg.
4 MS. CHOMN. This is Katie Chomn on behal f of
5 t he G eenberg Dental defendants.
6 MR, FOSTER  Janmes Fosters with Wcker Smth on
7 behal f of Andrew G eenberg and Sue G eenberg.
8 MR PERKINS: Al right. Very good.
9 COURT REPORTER  Woul d you raise your right
10 hand, pl ease?
11 Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the
12 testinmony you' re about to give in this cause is the
13 truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?
14 THE WTNESS: | do.
15 | THEREUPON
16 CHRI STOPHER DORWORTH
17 |was called as a witness and, having first been duly
18 | sworn, testified as foll ows:
19 DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
20 | BY MR PERKINS:
21 Q Good norning, M. Dorworth?
22 A Mor ni ng.
23 Q My nane is Jason Perkins. W net briefly
24 | before. | represent the defendant, Abby G eenberg, in
25 |[this matter. |'mgoing to be asking you some questions

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 |first today.

2 Coul d you please state and spell your nane?

3 A Sure. It's Christopher E -- Erickson Dorworth.
4 |1t's GCGHRI-ST-OP-HE-R mddle nane is Erickson,

5 | EERI-CGK-SON, last nanme is Dorworth, D, as in David,
6 | ORWORT-H

7 Q  Very good. And your date of birth is
8 | 1976, correct?

9 A Correct.

10 Q Your current cell phone number is

11 | [JSBIXeEs, correct?

12 A Yes.

13 Q Have you had any other cell phone nunbers since
14 | January 1, 2017, other than =S IN"

15 A No.

16 Q What is your current business address?

17 A My honme 1520 Whitstable Court, Lake Mary,

18 | Fl orida 32746.

19 Q And is 1520 Wi tstable Court, is that your

20 | honest ead?

21 A It is.

22 Q And who currently lives with you at that

23 | address?

24 A Mysel f, ny wife, Rebekah, ny daughter, S
25 |and ny son, RS
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1 Q And what kind of security do you have at 1520

2 | Wi tstable Court?

3 A Could you be a little nore clear with that?

4 Q Do you have |ike doorbell caneras or anything

5 |like that?

6 A Yeah, we have Ring cans and the Ring

7 |thernostat. There is sonething that's done through the
8 | nei ghbor hood; but we have something |ike 80 w ndows in

9 |the house or sonething, and the odds that one doesn't --
10 |it was just constantly going off, so we haven't used

11 |that since -- | have lived there for 19 years. Probably
12 | haven't used it for 15 of them

13 Q What is the nane of the security conpany that
14 | furnishes security for your hone?

15 A | have no idea. It's all done through the

16 | nei ghborhood. W don't --

17 Q It's through the Heat hrow Master Association?
18 A Yes, sir.

19 Q In 2017, in the sumer of 2017, did you have
20 | Ring caneras that were operational on the house?
21 A No. | don't think they existed yet, but no.
22 Q QG her than 1520 Wi tstable Court, do you own --
23 | personally own any other real property?
24 A Yes.
25 Q And woul d that be the 30 Buena Vista Drive in

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 | H ghlands --
2 A It's technically two houses. It's 26 and 30
3 |Buena Vista Drive. |It's platted sonmewhat strangely, but
4 |there is a main house that's about 3,000 square feet.
5 | The second house is 1,200 square feet, and it's a
6 [two/two. So it's 26 and 30 Buena Vista. It's on one
7 |unified tract of land, but it's two houses.
8 Q And that's in Hi ghlands, North Carolina?
9 A Yes, sir.
10 Q And are both of those properties owned by the
11 | Christopher E. Dorworth living trust?
12 A | don't know. We went through a -- we did our
13 (will -- whatever we did, whatever they said to do, |
14 | did; but, yes, |I believe so. | haven't checked that
15 |l ately.
16 Q And then so those two properties would be
17 |owned -- it sounds correct it's owned by the Christopher
18 |E. Dorworth living trust, the two Highland properties?
19 A | think so. | nean, it was | bought it nyself,
20 |and then | did ny will a couple years back and | think
21 |transferred it there, but | don't remenber honestly. |
22 |think so. It sounds right, but | don't...
23 Q And is 1520 Wi tstable Court owned by yourself
24 | and your w fe, Rebekah?
25 A Yes.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 Q So this litigation that we're here about today
2 |was filed on April 7th, correct?

3 A That sounds right.

4 Q That sounds right. Oher than the instant

5 |litigation that we're here about today, what other

6 |litigation have you been involved in personally? And |
7 | know about your divorce with your exwife --

8 A Yeah, | got divorced in 2013. W just -- you

9 |want to go through all the legal things? |Is that it?

10 Q Correct. Yeah.

11 A This could take a few... So we'll go back.

12 | There was the -- we'll just tal k about everything going
13 |on right now. | have this litigation against all of

14 |you. | have -- | amin a dispute over ny airplane. The
15 | guy who maintained it didn't maintain it, so there is

16 |litigation going there. And | don't knowif it's

17 | considered litigation or not, but I filed an intent to
18 | sue ny insurance conpany over a roof. | think you just
19 |[file a notice of intent. [I'mnot sure that that's a
20 |litigation process, but we're at the unpire so it would
21 | probably ben enough where | should at [east nention it.
22 So there is -- that is what -- | guess that's
23 [not -- well, | guess it is personal because they listed
24 |me individually, but that is done through a conpany. So
25 |then there was the Expressway Authority stuff in 2013

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 |when | was charged with ny second -- | think it was a

2 |first or second degree m sdeneanor for violating the

3 | Sunshine Law. That took a couple years. There is an

4 | appeal of that. | feel like |I have other stuff right

5 | nowthat's not...

6 Q The Heat hrow Master Associ ati on?

7 A Yeah. Yeah, the Heathrow Master Association.

8 | They -- they -- we had a dispute, and we sued on that

9 |one. There's been sone business stuff that -- like |

10 | don't think that would be personal. | feel like I'm

11 | mssing sonething right now That -- it's kind of -- |
12 |don't think | used Mke Sasso for that. |'msure there
13 | has been other stuff too, but I'msorry. There is quite
14 |a bit of it --

15 Q | f something conmes to mnd --

16 A Yeah, sure. Yeah.

17 Q -- just let me knowin the course of the

18 | deposi tion.

19 The 2013 divorce proceedings, that was in
20 | Sem nol e County, correct?
21 A Kind of. | filed in Sem nole County, but al
22 |the judges in the county recused thenselves. So it
23 |wound up going over to Volusia County -- oh, also River
24 | Cross | guess would be the other big, prevalent |awsuit,
25 |but it's not a personal thing. Although | think I did

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 |actually sue themas an individual, so that woul d be

2 |personal. So River Cross would be the other --

3 Q River Cross you have a state court action, and
4 |a federal court action for that?

5 A | did. Yeah, they're both put away.

6 Q And River Cross is currently in bankruptcy,

7 |correct?

8 A Yes. It has no assets, and it has a judgnent

9 |against it -- or award of attorneys' fees against it, so
10 |it 1is Chapter 7.

11 Q And that award of attorney fees is for

12 | approxi mately $400, 000?

13 A | think 422. Sonewhere in there.

14 Q And in the divorce proceedi ngs, the Sem nol e

15 | County judges recused thenselves, so | think it was a

16 | Brevard County judge that --

17 A | want to say Turner, but | don't know. | can
18 | see his face, but | don't know.

19 Q You al so had the fraudul ent transfer
20 |litigation --
21 A Right. Right.
22 Q -- pending in Sem nole County?
23 A | thought you were referencing that with this
24 | one when you said the inedi ate action, but, yes.
25 Q And then this airplane action that sonebody

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 |didn't nmaintain your airplane, where is that pending?

2 A Sem nol e County.

3 Q Sem nol e County?

4 A He filed the suit; we filed a countersuit.

5 Q What's the name of the person that filed the

6 |suit?

7 A The lawyer or the plaintiff?

8 Q The entity.

9 A Hs name is Joe Lamroult. | think | want to

10 | say the nane of his conpany is Key West Air Transport or

11 |sonething like that. Key Wst sonething or other.

12 Q And what kind of plane do you own?

13 A A Cessna 421c Gol den Eagl e.

14 Q And when did you purchase the Cessna?

15 A | want to say maybe 2019. It all kind of

16 | bl ends toget her now.

17 Q Are you a pilot?

18 A No.

19 Q Do you hire a pilot to take you around?

20 A | do, yes.

21 Q | s the plane operational currently? Can you
22 |[fly it?

23 A No, that's why we're suing.

24 Q When was the last tine your plane, the Cessna,
25 | has been operational ?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 MR. ANDRADE: (bject to form Just curious how
2 much this type of financial information you can
3 I nqui re about .
4 THE WTNESS: Do | answer the question?
5 Yeah, you're --
6 | BY MR PERKINS:
7 Q Go ahead and answer.
8 A Vell, this is going to take ne a second to
9 |figure out. So | want to say 2021, later 2021. That is
10 | when the mai ntenance was due, and the guy didn't do it
11 |and so | have not flown it since then.
12 Q How many tinmes have you been deposed
13 | previously?
14 A | couldn't count themon one hand. Probably
15 [five or six tines.
16 Q Five or six tines. Wen was the last tinme you
17 | were deposed?
18 A | believe that would be in the River Cross
19 | case, the federal case.
20 Q The federal case? And approximately what
21 |tinmefrane was that that you were deposed with River
22 | Cross?
23 A Vel 1, when was the pandem c, 2021?
24 Q February 2020, March 2020 is when it started.
25 A So around that.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 Q Around that tine?
2 A It was before that, but it was around then.
3 Q Just a few ground rules for today. |If you need
4 |a break, let me know, and I'l|l be happy to accommvodat e
5 |you. Just answer the question before we --
6 A | subscribe to the Dr. Katsur philosophy. If |
7 |don't need a breaks. W'Il go as short as we possible
8 | can and just go through it.
9 Q All right. Very good. And if you don't
10 | understand ny question, ask for clarification. ['Il be
11 | happy to clarify it. [If we can nake sure our answers
12 |today are audible. A lot of time during the course of
13 |the deposition people will do shoul der shrugs and
14 |whatnot. |If you could nake sure you're audible. Avoid
15 |tal king over each other. | know you're going to
16 |anticipate nmy questions and want to answer, but if you
17 |could let ne finish ny question, then sonetines of
18 | course your counsel will object to the question and then
19 | you can go ahead and answer unless your attorney
20 |instructs you ot herw se.
21 Do you understand those ground rul es?
22 A Yes.
23 Q What did you do to prepare for today's
24 | deposition, and | don't want to know about discussions
25 |wWth your attorney?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 A | reread the amended conpl aint and the original
2 | conpl aint.
3 Q And when did you do that?
4 A Yesterday. | wouldn't say | deep dived them
5|1 read over them
6 Q And when -- what day did you retain More, Hill
7 | & West nor el and?
8 A What day was that? Last week. The day after
9 | the deposition.
10 Q Ckay. The day after Rebekah Dorworth's
11 | deposition?
12 A Yes.
13 Q And does More, H Il & Westnorel and al so
14 | represent Rebekah Dorworth?
15 A | don't know the answer to that question. |
16 | don't know.
17 MR ANDRADE: So |'mnot under oath or being
18 deposed today, so | can't --
19 THE WTNESS: | don't know. | don't know.
20 MR. ANDRADE: | would like to help you, but --
21 THE WTNESS:. | got you. That's a
22 transactional thing. | just don't know if she's
23 covered or not.
24 MR. ANDRADE: It's up to your personal
25 know edge. | don't want to --

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 THE WTNESS: | got you. | got you. | got
2 you.
3 | BY MR PERKI NS:
4 Q As you sit here today, you don't know the
5 |answer to that question, correct?
6 A | assune she's protected and covered by it, but
7 |1 don't -- I"'mnot a lawer, so | don't knowif there is
8 |official paperwork you have to fill out or whatever that
9 |is. | think she is [ooking -- Alex here is |ooking out
10 |for nyself and the Dorworth famly as a whol e.
11 Q And how are you feeling physically today?
12 A Good.
13 Q | know that the day after your wife's
14 | deposition you weren't feeling well --
15 A All day | was trying to nuscle through on that
16 |one, but it was just not neant to be.
17 Q Ckay. So you're not currently suffering from
18 |any ailnments or infections, is that a correct statenent?
19 A | feel good.
20 Q Ckay. Are you currently on any nedications
21 |that woul d affect your testinony?
22 A No.
23 Q Your exwi fe's nane was Elizabeth Dunzenberry?
24 A Dusi nberre.
25 Q Dusi nberre. And Ms. Dusinberre is an attorney,

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 |correct?

2 A Correct.

3 Q And ny understanding is that she currently

4 |lives and works in the netropolitan Jacksonville area?
5 A Correct.

6 Q And she practices estate and famly | aw?

7 A | think so, yes. W have never real discussed
8 | her practice.

9 Q And you got married to Ms. Dusinberre on August
10 | 26, 2000, correct?

11 A Yes.

12 Q You had two children with Ms. Dusinberre,

13 |correct?

14 A Correct.

15 Q and [J=pDJNOR=s.

16 A Yep.

17 Q was born JEBXeaIEs, 2001, and

18 | il ., was born on 2003?

19 A Correct.
20 (IExhi bit 94 was marked for identification.)
21 | BY MR PERKI NS:
22 Q | want to put sonme docunents up on the... ['Ill
23 |share it here. Al right. And this will be the first
24 |exhibit we'll mark for the day, Exhibit 94.
25 And this is the petition for dissolution of
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1 |marriage with Ms. Dusinberre, correct?

2 A It 1ooks like it.

3 Q And it looks like fromthis docunment you

4 | separated on or about July 17, 2009, is that a fair

5 | statenment?

6 A That was the day she asked ne for a divorce,

7 |yes.

8 Q And you filed -- it looks like you verified

9 |this petition on Septenber 7, 20107

10 A |t sounds about right.

11 Q And it looks like fromthe docket that you got

12 |a final judgnent of divorce on Septenber 24, 2013.

13 Does that sound correct?

14 A That sounds about right.

15 Q And in this case, there has been sone

16 | di scussion about the tinmesharing agreenment with your

17 |exwife. You have sat through a bunch of these

18 | depositions, correct?

19 A Yes, sir.

20 (IExhi bit 95 was marked for identification.)

21 | BY MR PERKI NS:

22 Q And |'mgoing to put that tinesharing agreenent

23 |up on the screen next, and I'mgoing to mark it as

24 |Exhibit 95,

25 Al right. [Exhibit 95 tinmesharing agreenent
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1 |wth Ms. Dusinberre?
2 A That's right.
3 Q All right. And do you recognize this docunent?
4 A Yes.
5 Q And this is a docunent that apparently governs
6 | summer tinmesharing with your two eldest children in the
7 | summer of 2017; is that correct?
8 A |t appears to be, yes.
9 Q And it says that you would get the children
10 |from June 2, 2017, 9:00 a.m to June 22, 2017, at 9:00
11 |a.m, correct?
12 A Correct.
13 Q And is that what happened in the sumer of
14 | 2017?
15 A Yes. As a general rule, we were incredibly
16 |conpliant with whatever these docunents were because any
17 |sort of -- at the tinme, it was nore of a tense thing, so
18 |there woul d be no deviation fromthis. It would be very
19 |if this is what it said, this is what we did.
20 Q And do you recall where you woul d pick up your
21 | children fromthe prior marriage?
22 A One of the idiosyncrasies of that divorce is
23 | 100 percent of the time | had to pick themup at their
24 | mom s house.
25 Q And she lived in College Park at the tine?
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1 A She lived off of Smth Street in College Park.
2 Q  Specifically she lives at

3 -

4 A Correct.

5 Q Does that sound right?

6 A Yes.

7 Q And woul d you drop the kids off in College Park
8 |as wel|?

9 A Yes.

10 Q At your exw fe's residence?

11 A. Yes.

12 Q Do you recall what specific tinme you woul d have
13 | dropped off your kids pursuant to this stipulated order
14 | back in the summer of 20177

15 A | nmean, plus or minus ten m nutes.

16 Q Plus or mnus ten mnutes of 9:00 on Thursday,
17 | June 22, 20177

18 A Yes.

19 Q Wul d you have any records reflecting when you
20 | woul d have dropped the children off at your exwife's

21 | house at IEEGREEGEEEN

22 A Wor ki ng backwards, | don't know a record there
23 |would be. We didn't do like an official receipt signoff
24 |for the kids or anything. They were 14 and 16 at the
25 |time. My wife did not -- ny exwife did not live in a
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1 | gated conmmunity, so there would be no security gate to
2 | go through, so no. At first blush, | could think of
3 | none.
4 Q Wul d there be any |ike Epass records or any
5 |type of toll roads that you woul d have taken?
6 A Vell, | live in Heathrow --
7 Q So all 147
8 A You would go fromExit 98 and Exit 82 | want to
9 |say it was maybe, or whatever the Princeton one was. |
10 | could do that one as well. So no, the -- now that there
11 |are the Lexus |lanes or whatever they call them but they
12 | didn't back then.
13 Q Was there any type of parental coordination
14 | like a parenting assistant that helped you facilitate
15 | disputes with your exw fe?
16 A No.
17 Q Not hing |ike that?
18 A No. It would have been a good idea, but no.
19 Q You sat through your current w fe, Rebekah
20 | Dorworth's, deposition; is that correct?
21 A Yes.
22 Q Did you sit through the entire thing?
23 A | was not well that day, but | sat in front of
24 | a conputer screen the entire day but | really wasn't --
25 || was not -- | don't think | mssed any of it, but there
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1 |was plenty of tine that | was not zoned in on it.
2 Q And when you say you were not feeling well, can
3 |you describe that for ne?
4 A Vell, | had gone to the Republican National
5 | Convention the week before in M| waukee and got one of
6 |those RSV, norovirus type things where it basically
7 | W pes out your entire -- ny sinuses were nessed up. M
8 | stomach was nessed up. Couldn't keep food down. |
9 |gagged. It was pretty unpl easant.
10 Q And when did you first experience those
11 | synptons com ng back from the RNC?
12 A Vell, the first time | experienced those
13 |synptons was at the RNC. | didn't know what it was. |
14 |went to bed one night and woke up on ny birthday and
15 |felt Iike hell warned over. And that was not due to any
16 |sort of partying or anything, it was just a general
17 |sickness. But it kind of kept -- it stayed together for
18 |a few days, and then it just -- for two or three days,
19 |it was very unpl easant.
20 Q Ms. Dorworth testified that you two started
21 |dating in the spring of 2012; is that correct?
22 A Yes.
23 Q Ms. Dorworth testified that you first started
24 |texting her on February 18, 2012 --
25 A That was the date.
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1 Q -- 1s that correct?

2 A Yes. | was in the Chick-fil-A drive thru.

3 Q You got married to Ms. Dorworth on Novenber 5,
4 |2017; is that correct?

5 A Correct.

6 Q You have one child wwth Ms. Dorworth, correct?
7 A Correct.

8 Q  And her nane is jjfidll: and she was born on

9 | R=EpLeqi=s]. 2017; is that correct?

10 A That's her, yes.

11 Q Ms. Dorworth testified that you have an open
12 | and transparent relationship.

13 Do you recall that testinony?

14 A Yes.

15 Q |s that a true statenent?

16 A Very true statenent.

17 Q What does that nean to you?

18 A You know, a |ot of couples, they kind of

19 | keep -- they separate their lives. You know, there

20 |is -- people -- there is like a whole thing on the

21 |internet about people who don't keep their phones open,
22 |you know, if soneone else can doit. M wfe and |

23 |don't do that. She has all ny emails. She -- you know,
24 | we | eave our phones unl ocked and in front of each other

N
a1

all of the tine. W have very open and cl ear
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1 |relationship, very based on trust. It's nmy second
2 |marriage, so | |learned some things that were -- that
3 |didn't go well the first tinme around. | have just tried
4 |to nmake that part of our policy.
5 Q And when you say that Ms. Dorworth has access
6 |to your enmails, can you be nore specific in that regard?
7 | Does she get your emails that cone into you?
8 A | nean, | don't route themto her conputer, but
9 | Rebekah pays our bills. So she's in charge of the
10 | financial stuff. So, you know, it would not be uncomon
11 |(for her togoinny e-mail to see if there was a bill.
12 [ 1"l even say sonetines, Hey, babe, we just got
13 | sonething from Landscape Architect, can you take care of
14 |it?
15 Q Does she have your passcode to get into your
16 | email s?
17 A | think she's just logged in. | think it's
18 |just one of those things where you go on the conputer.
19 || don't know if she -- | don't know nmy own passcode, SO
20 | she mght, but | couldn't tell you what it is. Just
21 |generally, you just log in. Do you want to log in as
22 | Chris? Do you want to log in as Rebekah? She can do it
23 |either way. So | guess that's the sane thing, but |
24 |don't know if she knows ny e-nmail password because |
25 |truly don't.
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1 Q Ckay. But she can log into the conputer and
2 | see your emils?
3 A Yeah. On her conputer, yeah.
4 Q And that woul d be your Yahoo emails and Gmail ?
5 A Gmail, yeah. | don't really use Yahoo and have
6 | not for awhile.
7 Q Your primary account is a Gmil account?
8 A Sure. Yeah, | find e-mail to be generally
9 |un-useful these days. You get about 700 spam nmessages
10 |for every one that matters. | tell people if you send
11 |me an email that you need ne to see, there should be a
12 |text so | can look for it because it's just the spam
13 |universe has gotten overwhelmng. So | don't -- | guess
14 |that would be ny primary email, but | don't -- |'mnot
15 | nuch of an email guy.
16 Q What is your main course of communication?
17 | What vehicle do you use?
18 A My phone.
19 Q Texting?
20 A Yeah. | nean, sonetines. | have lived -- |
21 | have been in public affairs for a long tinme, and |
22 |worked for Ballard Partners which was a nultinational --
23 |it was all over the world. You know, so we were -- we
24 |were highly versed on cyber threats, and we were
25 | basically told to never put that you didn't expect to
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1 | see on the front page of a newspaper. So if |'ve got

2 | something to say, | usually make a phone call. But,

3 |yeah, just casually, |ike, Hey, can you pick nme up?

4 | Sure. \Wat tinme, what's your address, that kind of

5 |stuff, that would be the nost |'d say cell phone.

6 Q Do you have a Snapchat account?

7 A No. |'ve never had a Snapchat.

8 Q Do you have -- in the sunmer of 2017, it

9 | appeared that you had a Signal account; is that true?

10 A | have a Signal account. |'ve never had a

11 | Snapchat account.

12 Q Ckay. You still have a Signal account --

13 A Yeah.

14 Q -- as we sit here today?

15 A Yes. It's kind of -- that is how a | ot of

16 | people comunicate and in the political realm

17 Q And why do people in the political real muse

18 | Signal ?

19 A You'd have to ask them [It's just very

20 | popul ar.

21 Q Wiy do you use Signal ?

22 A Because other people in the political real muse

23 | Signal. | neet themwhere they are.

24 Q Are there any distinct features of Signal --

25 A | am not an expert on --
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1 Q -- that makes it nore pal atabl e than ot her
2 | apps?
3 A | like it because it |ooks |ike i Message. It's
4 | blue --
5 Q Do the nmessages di sappear after a certain
6 | anount of tine.
7 A | think you can set that standard, but |'m not
8 |really nuch of an IT guy.
9 Q | s that standard set on your phone where the
10 | nessages di sappear after a certain anount of tinme?
11 A For some people but not for others.
12 Q For some of the people that you're texting
13 |with, they disappear; is that correct?
14 A Yes.
15 Q And then for others they don't disappear?
16 A Correct -- well, you're tal king about Signal or
17 | text nessages?
18 Q Si gnal ?
19 A Yeah. | think i Message -- with i Message you
20 | can basically say delete ny nessages after a nonth or a
21 |year, and | think with Signal you can go through
22 |everyone and do it differently if I'"mnot m staken. But
23 || do not hold nyself out as an any sort of expert on
24 | messagi ng apps.
25 MR ANDRADE: |'msorry, Jason, | think this
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1 power strip mght be off, and I think it's powering
2 his laptop. |'mjust going to press this and hope

3 not hi ng expl odes.

4 MR. PERKINS: Okay.

5 MR. ANDRADE: We're good.

6 MR PERKINS: Is it on?

7 MR ANDRADE: | was just worried that it would
8 sonehow - -

9 MR. PERKINS: Very good.

10 | BY MR PERKI NS:

11 Q On your iPhone with iMessage is it set for

12 |after a year the messages --

13 A It was for a very long time. | don't think it
14 |is anynore. | think we got rid of that as a function of
15 |when the feds reached out to us in the Greenberg matter.
16 Q Ckay. And when did the feds first reach out to
17 |you in the Greenberg matter?

18 A When did Joel get -- Joel got indicted in June
19 | 2020, so | think -- whenever Joel went to jail after he
20 | burned all Abby's stuff is when all of it started
21 | happening. | want to say that was at the end of 2020.
22 | Yeah, that sounds about right. I'msorry, the tine
23 | blurs together. |It's hard for me to believe that was
24 | four years ago.
25 Q And who specifically fromthe federal
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1 | governnent reached out to you?
2 A A guy nanmed Todd Cee.
3 Q And how did he reach out to you?
4 A | think nmy attorney actually reached out to
5 | him W had gotten sone word that we had showed up in
6 | sone other subpoenas, so | called himand R chard
7 | Hornsby cal |l ed Todd.
8 Q Did you ever personally neet with Todd Gee?
9 A Yes.
10 Q On how nmany occasi ons?
11 A Once.
12 Q And where was that neeting?
13 A FBI headquarters in Mitland.
14 Q And it was at that interview?
15 A Yes.
16 Q Besi des yourself, M. Hornsby, M. Cee, who was
17 | there?
18 A There was -- a very nenorable nmonent. It was
19 | about half the size of this room There was no air
20 |conditioning. There was nme, Richard, we're both big
21 | guys, and then six of themtotal, two of whomwere from
22 |the Departnment of Justice, whatever the corruption
23 |unit -- public integrity unit, and then the other four
24 |were FBI. One of themwas Al exander Duda. He's the
25 |only nane | renmenber because | know his famly, and then
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1 |1 remenber one guy said -- | don't know his nane, but he
2 | said he was fromthe violence against children unit or
3 |sonething like that. | don't know who the other ones
4 | were.
5 Q How |l ong did this in-person interview|ast?
6 A Three hours, give or take.
7 Q And what was the subject matter of the
8 | interview?
9 A Joel and Matt.
10 Q Did any -- was there any di scussi on about "AB"
11 |at this --
12 A Yes.
13 Q -- neeting?
14 And you understand "AB" to be "AB"?
15 A | do.
16 Q WAs there any discussion about ghost political
17 | schenes at this interview?
18 A | don't remenber if they -- probably. Yeah, |
19 |[think so, but it was a very brief thing. |'mnot sure
20 | they understood what a ghost thing was at the tine. |
21 |[think it was nore of trying to get me to explain the
22 | nature of it.
23 Q What' s your understandi ng of what a ghost
24 | political schene is?
25 A Wll, | think the termgot nade up | ast year.
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1|1 nean, it's fairly comonplace in Florida Politics both
2 |for Republicans and Denocrats to cl ose down primaries by
3 |getting either an NPA or sort of the lazy way to do it

4 |would be to have soneone file as a wite-in. | think

5 |they -- I'"'msorry, no. The ghost party schene is --

6 | whatever they call that is you get soneone to run in the
7 |race to sort of siphon off votes in the general

8 | el ection,

9 Q And you pay themto do that?

10 A |'ve never heard of that. | think that's a

11 |crime. | nean, | think typically, when people run for
12 |office, a lot of tines you' Il have people who are

13 |realtors who are trying to get their nanme out. You'l

14 | have people who are -- you know, want to run for office
15 |later, and they're -- they just -- you know, they're

16 | nenbers of the |ocal denocratic executive commttee or
17 | republican executive conmttee or they don't |ike one of
18 |the people. Yeah, there is all manners for it.

19 | don't think it's -- | nmean, | think the | egal
20 |part is the paying themportion. | think people do this
21 |all the time throughout the state of Florida and the
22 |country. | don't think it -- it's not uncommon at all.
23 || think the notion -- | think what got themin trouble
24 | here in South Florida, the Artiles case was there was an
25 |allegation that noney was paid to the guy.
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1 Q Money was paid to a ghost politica
2 | candi date --
3 A To a candidate. And again, fromwhat |
4 |understand, that's not been tried in court and | think
5 |there is some serious questions about | think the guy's
6 | business partners. But the allegation, fromny
7 |understanding, is that M. Artiles, Senator Artiles, had
8 | paid sone neani ngful sum of noney to whoever the
9 | opponent was down there, and it was a slightly different
10 | situation.
11 There was an incunbent denocrat that went to
12 | Harvard and woul d wear |ike rubber boots to the capitol
13 |every day to like raise profile of global warm ng, and
14 | he wound up losing his seat. H's name was -- they
15 |called himJJR It was sonething sonething Rodriguez, |
16 |want to say. And Jose Javier Rodriguez, they got
17 | anot her guy by the nanme of Rodriguez to run as an
18 | independent, and | don't really know what the rationale
19 |is, but | guess they think they siphoned or stole those
20 |votes away. The allegation is by paying this person to
21 |do it then they sonehow stole the votes. That is very
22 |different fromwhat | think happened up here, the
23 |allegations that | read about. Just to be very clear,
24 |didn't have anything to do with either one of them and
25 | never did. But --
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1 Q And the two you're tal king about are the Jason
2 | Brodeur race and the Lee Constantine race, correct?
3 A Correct -- no, not Lee Constantine. Jason --
4 |there is -- there was an opponent with Lee Constanti ne.
5 | That was the republican primary chall enge.
6 Q Wth Ben Paris?
7 A That is not a ghost candidate. That is just an
8 | opponent to the person. The ghost candidate -- and
9 |again, | think ghost candidate is a bullshit term |[|'ve
10 | never heard of it before. It's just made up by the
11 |Olando Sentinel to try to nmake sonething sound nore
12 |dramatic than it really is. But the reality is there is
13 |absolutely nothing illegal at all about filing someone
14 | to run agai nst anot her candidate for the purpose of
15 | si phoni ng votes.
16 In these particular circunstances, again the
17 | first one was Artiles, the second one was that that the
18 | guy, Eric Fogl esong, who they' ve gone after. They
19 | clained that he raised $1,200 for the qualifying fee and
20 |that he paid for it wwth I guess his own cash or -- and
21 |then attributed to other people. | don't really
22 |understand that because he could have just witten a
23 | check for 1,000 bucks and then one fromhis conmpany and
24 | there would be no news.
25 So it never really nade a | ot of sense to ne,
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1 |but | don't -- | think that was the nature of what that
2 |was, and | think Ben Paris got in trouble because -- and
3 |l think he was convicted of it, having his cousin be one
4 |of the -- nore or less agree to be one of the donors. |
5 |don't know why you woul d do that because you don't have
6 |to have nultiple donors and Eric was al ready a donor.
7 But anyway, that was the allegation was that
8 | Ben's cousin did sonething, and | think they charged the
9 |girl -- the woman who | have never net as -- Dbecause |
10 | think she was her own treasurer. But | think that is
11 |the totality of it, and none of those have to do with
12 | Lee Constanti ne.
13 Q Do you have a specific date when this interview
14 |with M. Todd CGee occurred in person?
15 A No. | want to say it was |ike around April.
16 | The nunber that pops into ny head for no good reason
17 | whatsoever is April 3, 2001 (sic), but | don't -- that
18 |just junmped into my head, but it's around that tine.
19 Q April 3, 20217?
20 A 2021, yeah | guess. Yeah. Yes -- you know,
21 [well, it mght have been February because we got the
22 | subpoena right before or after New Years. | don't fee
23 |like we waited three nonths, so it mght have been
24 | February but it was the early part of the year of that
25 | year.
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1 Q Ckay. And in connection with this three-hour

2 |interview, did they ask you at all about the July 15,

3 | 2017, gathering at your house?

4 A Yes.

5 Q And did the governnment al so ask you about the

6 |alleged interaction wth "AB" at a hotel in Lake Mary,

7 | Florida?

8 A Yes and no. There was sone confusion. \Wen ny
9 |attorney first talked to them they thought sonething

10 | happened at the house. So Richard told ne that the kind
11 |of nost extrenme thing that | could do to denobnstrate

12 [that | really just didn't do this was go get a pol ygraph
13 |[test. So we went to the pol ygraph.

14 The FBI -- forner FBI guy of 35 years cane in
15 | and sat down and adm nistered it. And | think at first
16 |it was |like, Did something happen at the hotel or the

17 | house? | think | said just nothing happened. So it was
18 | sort of a blanket statenent that nothing happened t hat
19 | sonebody -- it was an overall thing. Wen we got there,
20 |there was some confusion on the government's side
21 | whet her sonet hi ng happened at the house or sonething
22 | happened at a hotel room and | just positively said |
23 | have never net the woman.
24 Q So it's your testinony that you have never net
25 | "AB" --
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1 A No, not "AB".

2 Q Were there questions about other wonen ot her

3 |than Ms. "B" and yourself at this three-hour neeting?

4 A No.

5 Q WAs pretty nmuch the sole focus of this neeting
6 | M. "B"?

7 A Really it was about Matt Gaetz and about -- at
8 |this point in time, Joel was in, and again, he had

9 | broken bail and burned your client's clothing and bags
10 |and stuff, and he was stuck in jail. So they weren't

11 |really focused on him | think they kind of had him

12 | dead to rights. Most of this was trying to figure out
13 |if Matt Gaetz was there or, you know, whatever | knew
14 | about that.

15 Q And when you say if Matt Gaetz was there, if he
16 |was at the July 15, 2017, gathering?

17 A Yes.

18 Q Did you feel like the questioning was focused
19 | on you and your interaction with "AB" at this three-hour
20 | neeting?
21 A | did not. At the end of it, my attorney,
22 |Richard, said like, You haven't asked ny client if he's
23 | broken any |laws yet; and the guy said, Al right, fine.
24 |Did you ever have any relationship with "AB"? | said,
25 | No, | did not. And then we handed them a copy of the
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1 | pol ygraph and she said, Thank you for it.
2 Q Wien did you feel Iike you were first a target
3 |fromthe federal governnent's investigation wth respect
4 |to "AB" and yourself?
5 A Again, |I'mnot an attorney, but | think target
6 |actually has |egal neaning. Wat they told us -- the
7 |way it was described to me | think in the neeting itself
8 |was that there are targets, subjects, and w tnesses. |If
9 |you are on the street and you see a bank robbery, you're
10 |a witness. |If you're in the bank, you're probably a
11 |subject. And if they think you robbed it, you're the
12 |target.
13 And he said, in this kind of case, basically
14 | nobody can be a pure witness because of the very nature
15 | of whatever statutory -- whatever the |anguage is of
16 |that. But everyone's sort of -- you know, you're -- and
17 | he said -- they told us we were on the witness side of
18 | subject was the language | recall. And | don't renmenber
19 |who told nme that, but that was -- | think sonebody
20 |relayed that to Richard who relayed it to ne.
21 Q Goi ng back to the open phone policy with
22 | Rebekah, we tal ked about that previously, did
23 | Ms. Dorworth have access to your text messages back in
24 | the summer of 201772
25 A Yes.
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1 Q Ckay. And she could just freely | ook through
2 | your phone and see your texts?
3 A Correct.
4 Q Ckay. And that would include your text
5 | messages with Matt Gaetz?
6 A Yes.
7 Q And that would include your text nessages with
8 | Joel Greenberg?
9 A Yes.
10 Q And that would include text nessages with Joe
11 |Ellicott?
12 A Yeah. | didn't have a whole ot of texts
13 | messages with Joe Ellicott; but, yeah. | texted those
14 | ot her guys.
15 Q Let's talk about M. Ellicott for a second.
16 A Sur e.
17 Q When did you first neet Joe Ellicott?
18 A VWll, for me to give you a good answer to that
19 |I"mgoing to have to tell you when I first net Joel and
20 |then -- because they were tied together. | first net
21 | Joel -- is that okay if | do that?
22 Q That's okay.
23 A Because | don't know the answer to it. | can
24 | back into it if I do it this way.
25 Q Yeah. So just tell ne --
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1 A So Joel and | net after the primary el ection.

2 | He had already won the tax collector primary. He had a
3 |wite-in, so he was going to win the general election.

4 |1 met himat a fundraiser for Donald Trunp at Bobby

5 | Dell o- Russo' s house on Markham Wods Road. At the tine,
6 || represented the Orange County Tax Collector, Scott

7 | Randol ph, before the legislature in Tallahassee, and

8 | Abby and Rebekah had gotten to know each other from

9 |junior |eague and fromthe Heathrow noms cl ub.

10 So | got to know Joel shortly after that but

11 | before he was in office, and then | think | net then Joe
12 |who | generally considered to be Joel's best friend --
13 | came and worked for him so it would have been probably
14 | sometinme early in 2020 -- I'msorry, 2017. Sonewhere in
15 | that, but | don't know exactly, but early on. Basically
16 |what Joel would do is he had this sort of entourage that
17 |woul d travel around, and Joe was part of it and Abby

18 |would be part of it and then Abby's best friend, CK,

19 |would be part of it and sort of a posse and Joe sort of
20 | emerged on that front.

21 Q What does CK stand for?

22 A. | think GRS i f | mnot m staken.
23 |1t was Abby's best friend who had an affair with Joel,
24 | noved to Texas.

25 Q How many tines has M. Ellicott been to your




Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 44 of 389 PagelD 3017

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 42
1 | hone?
2 A A couple maybe. | don't know. He's -- he's
3 | been there. | don't renenber - he's not been there al
4 |an awmful lot, but he's been there.
5 Q And what were the occasions that brought
6 |M. Ellicott to your hone in Heathrow?
7 A Probably just -- | have a little grill area out
8 | back and a pool, and | like to call nyself the gril
9 |master. So | would make burgers and invite people over,
10 | so probably for that sort of situation
11 Q Have you ever been to M. Ellicott's house?
12 A | don't know where Joe Ellicott lives. It was
13 | always a subject of great curiosity. | think he made
14 | like 100,000 bucks a year and living with his nom so |
15 |really didn't understand that.
16 Q Do you believe that you look like M. Ellicott?
17 A | mean, | think we're both the sanme size, give
18 | or take. Both of our weight can fluctuate. Simlar
19 |hair color. Both have facial hair. | nmean, | don't
20 | make a habit of conparing nyself to other nen
21 | physically, but, |I nean, if size, weight, hair color,
22 | conpl exion, facial hair, | think there woul d be enough
23 |there where if sonebody was on the appropriate anmount of
24 | ecstasy they m ght get confused.
25 Q Has anybody ever told you that you | ook |ike
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1 |M. Ellicott?
2 A No.
3 Q Do you have reason to believe that this is a
4 | case of mstaken identity where --
5 A | do.
6 Q -- "AB" mstook you for M. Ellicott?
7 A Yes. What | don't knowis if it was
8 |intentional or whether it was accidental, but | do
9 | believe that's what happened.
10 Q Ckay. And what facts and circunstances | ead
11 |you to believe that this is a case of m staken identity?
12 A Vell, nost of it consists of the fact that ny
13 | know edge of what Joe and Joel's relationship was I|ike.
14 | They lived together, they were best friends, they would
15 |frequently engage in sexual activities with wonmen in the
16 | presence of each other. Abby kicked Joel out -- |I'm
17 | sorry, kicked Joe out of the house because she thought
18 | he was a bad influence on Joel. So when | read
19 | Ms. "B"'s interrogatories that said that they were
20 |chatting during the 15 m nute sexual encounter, it
21 | sounded very nuch |ike sonething that and Joe and Joel
22 |woul d do and nothing at all |ike something | would do.
23 | So that would be -- that would be the thought.
24 Q And you said that Joel G eenberg and Joe
25 |Ellicott lived together?
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1 A | believe so, yeah, for years.
2 Q And then you nentioned that Abby kicked
3 |M. Ellicott out of the house.
4 Do you have a rough tineframe on that?
5 A | don't. Here is what was ny understandi ng of
6 |it, and | don't think | ever had a timeframe, but it was
7 | basically when they decided to get engaged. She said
8 |that's fine, but Joe has got to nove out. W have to
9 | nove in together and do our owmn thing. So I think --
10 | Joel was already married when I met him so it wuld
11 | have predated any of that by ne by a good bit. But ny
12 |understanding is basically, you know, all right, we're
13 |going to do this, and we're going to get nmarried, but
14 | the first thing you have to do is get rid of your
15 | friend.
16 Q Has anybody ever told you that they believe
17 |that this is a case of m staken identity where "AB"
18 | m stook you for M. Ellicott?
19 A | don't -- again, | have never nmet "AB" before
20 |of this | amcertain. | have had a chance to review the
21 |internet, |ook at her, see who she was. | have never
22 | seen that person.
23 Q And you sat through her entire deposition?
24 A Sat through her entire deposition, although she
25 |l ooked very different in that deposition than she did on
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1 |the internet. She had a cardigan sweater on, and it was
2 |very different fromwhat you would find on the worldw de
3 |web. But | have never seen -- never net that person.
4 Q Do you have a prenuptial agreement with
5 | Ms. Dorworth?
6 A No.
7 Q Can you briefly outline for nme your educati onal
8 | background?
9 A Sure. Gaduated from-- well, I'll go back all
10 | the way to the beginning. Kindergarten through eighth
11 | grade at Lake Hi ghland, high school at Col onial H gh
12 | School, University of Florida, Duke. | got nmy MBA at
13 | Duke.
14 Q And when did you graduate the University of
15 | Fl orida?
16 A 1998, August.
17 Q And what was the degree that you obtained
18 (from --
19 A Political science.
20 Q And then you went to Duke?
21 A | did.
22 Q And what did you study at Duke?
23 A Busi ness.
24 Q What year did you graduate?
25 A. 2006 -- no. 2006.
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1 Q So Florida, graduated in 1998; Duke, 20067
2 A Yes.
3 Q Any ot her educati on beyond that?
4 A No.
5 Q Do you hol d any professional |icenses?
6 A No.
7 Q Any special certifications?
8 A No.
9 Q Are you a registered | obbyist?
10 A Ri ght now, no.
11 Q Wien is the last tinme you were a registered
12 | | obbyi st?
13 A | guess the nonment | quit ny job in 2000 --
14 | 2021, yeah.
15 Q April of 20217
16 A Yeah, when the New York Tines story broke.
17 Q And you said that was when you quit your job
18 |fromBal |l ard Partners?
19 A Vll, | nmean, we represented the Mjor League
20 | Baseball, the PGA and with these allegations out there,
21 |even the allegations of the third party which was
22 |actually what they wote about, just you go to the
23 | comm ssioner of Major League Baseball and say that you
24 | know your | obbyist is under investigation for, you know,
25 | participating in a third party? They'd say, well, get

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 49 of 389 PagelD 3022

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 47
1 |ridof that firm So | wasn't going to do that to ny
2 | coworkers, and | stepped away but it woul d have been
3 |necessary if | hadn't done that, if | had fought it, it
4 | woul d have happened sooner or later. | would have had
5 (toquit. | would have been pushed out.
6 Q And when you say the third party, you're
7 |referring to the ghost political allegations?
8 A Yeah, whatever you call it. The ghost party,
9 |yes. That was what actually nmade the New York Tines for
10 | Kati e Benner.
11 Q And did anything about "AB" nake the New York
12 | Times around that tinmeframe in April of 2017 --
13 A Wll, | threatened to sue everybody involved if
14 |they ever nentioned it, so | did not. W were able to
15 | keep it back. | spent five or six hours a day on the
16 | phone wth basically -- everybody -- | can't even
17 |remenber the nanes. It's been years. But it is the
18 |Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, New York Tines
19 |every single day because of the interest around Gaetz.
20 Q So back in April of 2021, your understanding is
21 |the ghost political allegations got out and were
22 | published in the New York Tinmes but not the AB and
23 |yourself allegations?
24 A Vell, | nmean, | was in that article, but Katie
25 | Benner who was the Pulitzer Prize winning person said,
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1 | you know, We've gotten -- we've been told nore or |ess
2 | by sonebody allied with the G eenbergs. She did not
3 | make any pretense at this gate fromthe Departnent of
4 | Justice at all, and she was pretty clear that this
5 |informati on was bei ng pushed out by you guys and
6 |suggested that | was there. | said | was not there. |
7 | have never net the woman, and | will litigate |ike hel
8 |if anyone says | have. She said, Well, | have to put
9 |sonmething in here. Wat if | put this about the third
10 | party? | said, It's not true either, but, you know,
11 |it's better than the other one. | can't control what
12 | the New York Tines wites. |f anyone could do that,
13 | they would make a | ot of noney.
14 Q And that third party issue was the Jason
15 | Brodeur election with Justin --
16 A | believe the exact suggestion was that Joel
17 | said that he observed a conversation between ne and Matt
18 | Gaetz about the Jason Brodeur third-party race.
19 Q And that woul d have been Patricia Sigman as a
20 | denocratic candidate and then lannotti ran as an
21 | i ndependent or nonparty affiliation?
22 A Yeah. | nean, at the tine, | was a very
23 |controversial figure in Sem nole County because of River
24 | Cross. So, you know, | probably would have been
25 |involved in sonething |ike finding a candidate to do
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1 |that, but Jason Brodeur cane to nme and said, Listen, you
2 | know, with what you've got going on, if anyone tries to
3 |drag you into this, do us all a favor and steer far away
4 [fromit. | said, That sounds |like a great plan, and
5 | never thought about it again. | don't think -- no, it's
6 | Jason was not interested in that kind of gane and didn't
7 |think it was necessary to win. It turned out he was
8 |right. He won by a | arger nargin.
9 Q And Jason, you're friends wth Jason, correct?
10 A Yes. \Very close.
11 Q How | ong have you been friends?
12 A Si nce about January 1995.
13 Q And the night before Rebekah's deposition, you
14 | had gone out with M. Brodeur, correct?
15 A Yes.
16 Q And you al so went out with sonmebody naned C ay;
17 |is that correct?
18 A Craig Sweger. | think we'll have that changed.
19 || have a fraternity brother named Cay Sweger, and | net
20 (with Craig Sweger. M wife heard nme say Craig Sweger,
21 | but that was ny fraternity brother. So his name was
22 | Crai g Sweger.
23 Q So you went out with Jason and Crai g, anybody
24 | el se?
25 A No.
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1 Q And where did you go then?
2 A Gafton. Gafton Street Pub up in Lake Mary.
3 Q Is that the old LiamFitzpatrick's?
4 A It is.
5 Q Is it the same owners or different?
6 A The same owners.
7 Q They just rebranded?
8 A They bought the Appl ebee's, spent a bunch of
9 | noney rebranding it because they were paying |ike 35,000
10 |a nonth in rent at their old | ocation.
11 Q And how |l ong did you hang out wth Jason and
12 | Crai g?
13 A It was short. They had a neeting, and Craig is
14 |just a friend of mne. He was is an old O ear Channel
15 | bill board group for like 19 years, and | just hadn't
16 | seen himin awhile. So | went and had a drink or two
17 (with himand cane back. | wasn't feeling real well, so
18 |it wasn't like a real heavy night as you can i nagi ne.
19 Q Can you give ne a rough estimate? Like an
20 | hour?
21 A Yeah, probably an hour.
22 Q Are you currently working?
23 A | have sone clients. | nean, | have two
24 | consulting clients.
25 Q Ckay. And is it a |obbyist relationship?
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1 A More strategic consulting. | anticipate this

2 |session | will probably delve back into the official

3 | process of |obbying, but lobbyingis -- it's -- many

4 | people don't really understand what it is. It is

5 | probably nost sinply articul ated as the seeking

6 | grievance fromyour governnent for noney, but it's -- it
7 | speaks very specifically to asking for votes and

8 | representing people, and | have as of yet not done that
9 |yet, but | anticipate that will becone part of what | do
10 |in the near future.

11 Q In the summer of 2017, you were working at

12 | Bal lard Partners, correct?

13 A Yes, sir.

14 Q And what was your job title there?

15 A | think it was maybe the managi ng director of
16 |the Central Florida office. | don't know. [|'mnot a

17 |big title guy. | nean, you work there. You were -- |
18 | think managi ng director would be the title, but | don't
19 | exactly know.
20 Q Was that office in Ol ando?
21 A W never -- | nean he always wanted an office
22 | down here, but we never found one that we did. So it
23 |was just ne and then for awhile it was a guy naned
24 | Richard Anderson and then another guy naned Don Payton
25 | who specialized in the college stuff. And we just had
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1 |very different things. So we had an office in
2 | Tal l ahassee, and it's not uncommon -- like | think there
3 |was an office in Mam, there is an office in Fort
4 | Lauderdal e, an office in Tanpa, but we just -- to ne
5 | managi ng an office did not seemlike a particularly good
6 |use of time so we didn't have a local office but we had
7 | one in Tallahassee.
8 Q How many people reported to you when you were
9 |at Ballard Partners?
10 A | nean, it didn't really work that way.
11 | Ballard Partners -- Ballard owns 100 percent of Ballard.
12 Q And that's Brian Ballard?
13 A That's Brian Ballard. He owns 100 percent of
14 | Ballard Partners. He is the president of Ballard
15 | Partners and everybody works for Brian. But, | nean,
16 |obviously there is sone sort of pecking order. There is
17 | peopl e who specialize in transportation stuff. So to
18 | answer the question is zero direct reports, but, | nean,
19 |again, | was considered sonebody in that firmwho was --
20 |you know, | had big clients. | handled |arge issues. |
21 | nmean, we would -- | was sent to do a |ot of jobs.
22 Q What kind of job duties did you have at
23 | Bal | ard?
24 A | nean, you -- |obbying. Lobbying the
25 | legislative branch. Lobbying the Florida House.
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1 | Lobbying the Florida Senate. Lobbying the governor's
2 |office. Lobbying the chief financial officer, and
3 |l obbying the attorney general in some circunstances
4 | probably.
5 And then there is all the agencies of
6 | government. There's the DPR  There is departnent of --
7 |office of insurance regulation. There is AHCA. There
8 |is Department of Health which that was nedi cal
9 |marijuana, and | dealt wth all of them | nean, they
10 [were -- like we had certain people that were really,
11 |really dialed in on transportation, but 1'd still help
12 | out because | was good on that. So basically a jack of
13 |all trades kind of stuff. So in terns of the managenent
14 |structure, it all went to Brian.
15 Q Does Ballard Partners, are they in the business
16 | of working on pardons?
17 A Yes.
18 Q Have you ever done anything |ike that, worked
19 |on a pardon for --
20 A | have not. | have never done federal | obbying
21 | worKk.
22 Q Do they do federal |obbying for pardons and
23 |state | obbying for pardons, both?
24 A Ch, yes.
25 Q The governor and the president?
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1 A. Yes.
2 Q Wio's the --
3 A Well, what you said is not exactly right. In
4 |Florida it's a cabinet. You have to go -- like the
5 | president can just pardon whoever they want. There is a
6 | bunch of laws they put around that, and | think under
7 | Trunp there was a lot of scrutiny of that which kind of
8 | shut the whole process down. But that's a very large
9 |part of what a |ot of federal practices wll do. |
10 | don't have any firsthand know edge of what we do.
11 |f you said, like, give ne an exanple of who we
12 | got pardoned, | don't know, but | know that that was
13 | very nmuch sonething that was discussed. Brian did not
14 | |li ke pardon work because he thought it just was the kind
15 |of work that even if you make a | ot of noney doing it
16 |you bring scrutiny on yourself because every tine the
17 | president pardons there tends to be a very big |evel of
18 |interest and curiosity as to why and if it shows up in
19 |politics. So | think on a few occasions | had people
20 | make general inquiries. | ran it up to Brian who was
21 | not particularly enthused about it, but it is was
22 |definitely something that the firmdid.
23 Q Wio was the point person at Ballard for federal
24 | pardons?
25 A Probably Brian and Pam Bondi .
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1 Q Pam Bondi and what, Brad?
2 A Bri an.
3 Q Brian Bal | ard?
4 A Brian Ballard and Pam Bondi. And again, |
5 |assune that. | don't know. | don't know who -- if
6 |there was ot her people that were involved in that.
7 |Again, | was never a federal lobbyist. It is a very
8 | different sandbox.
9 Q Have you ever discussed obtaining a pardon for
10 | Joel Greenberg with anybody at Brian Partners?
11 A No. He asked ne to, but | politely refused.
12 Q Wien did M. Geenberg first ask you to work on
13 |getting hima pardon?
14 A So | don't -- it was -- Rebekah went to the
15 | Marriott. Joel threatened her. | told Joe | wanted to
16 |meet him | said, If you ever threaten ny w fe again,
17 |you and | have -- it's going to be a real problem and
18 | he basically -- we were at Another Broken Egg. And at
19 |the tine, | was not pleased wth Joel because he had --
20 | when he did that stuff to Brian Beute which | find to be
21 |utterly reprehensible when he created the Facebook
22 |account and then nailed the letter to Trinity Prep.
23 He put on the Facebook ad that Brian Beute was
24 | a segregationist, and that was a very clear attenpt and
25 | it worked because it actually pursued Beute's attorneys
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1 |that | was the one that was doing it. But because he

2 |said that, | was suing Sem nole County for a fair

3 | housing act segregative effect lawsuit. So | was really
4 | pissed off at Joel for putting my name -- putting

5 |segregation in there, to do it in the first place.

6 So when | saw him | was already pissed at him
7 | And he had just threaten my wife, and so | was even nore
8 |pissed at him And when | -- when we got to breakfast

9 |there, he was just -- he was crazy, and he was -- he had
10 |only been charged with two crines, just started

11 | bl abbering on on how they know about the girls. And I
12 |said, Joel, | don't know what you're tal king about. |
13 |think | used the F word. | said, | don't know what the
14 | F you're tal king about.

15 He goes, We're going -- |'mgoing to get

16 |charged. | need a pardon. | nean, he was -- at this

17 |monent in tinme, Joel truly believed that he thought that
18 | he could stop all of the horrible things that happened
19 [to himby getting pardoned. First he thought it was
20 |going to be Gaetz. | broke it to him | said, Matt is
21 | not going to help you try to get a pardon. |f Matt
22 |wanted to hel p you get a pardon, he could not help you
23 | get a pardon.
24 Joel did not believe that. Joel was -- he
25 |said, No, Trunp loves himlike a son. He can do it. |
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1 |said -- then he pointed out -- Joel pointed out that
2 | Roger Stone had been pardoned. | said, Ckay, Joel let's
3 |take a second and tal k about that because Roger Stone
4 | and Donal d Trunp have known each other and worked with
5 | each other for 40 or 50 years. The -- they have worked
6 |together on projects.
7 Wien Roger Stone was investigated by the
8 |federal government it was because there was -- it was
9 |part of an investigation that -- | think it was that
10 | Ukrai ne was influencing elections. Roger wound up going
11 |[to prison for like threatening a federal judge's dog's
12 |life and | think saying sone things, but even though
13 | Trunp let himbe tried, Iet himbe convicted, let himgo
14 | through an appeal, spend an absolute fortune along the
15 | process. And then the day he was supposed to go into
16 |jail, he commuted his sentence.
17 | said to Joel, Now, Joel, Donald Trunp doesn't
18 | know who you are. You are not being investigated for
19 | some BS clains of Ukraine trying to influence the
20 |election for Donald Trunp for president. This is you
21 | doing dunb shit, And | don't know how you think this is
22 | going to sonehow get bailed out. And | just told him I
23 |said, like, you know -- and he -- | do think he got the
24 | Stone anal ogy that the fact that Trunp had nade Roger
25 | Stone go through all those things before commuting his
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1 | sentence, you know, it seened to resonate.
2 So then he imedi ately turned over to Ballard
3 | Partners and said, What would it cost to get a pardon?
4 |And | said, | am-- | said very clearly, | said, you
5 |know, If this was about the other stuff which was you
6 | doing the sending a note to a private school suggesting
7 |that a nusic teacher was having sex with a mal e underage
8 |classmate, | could not get you pardoned for that. There
9 |is just certain things.
10 You see -- | think in that world, you sort of
11 |think like white collared crines, didn't pay their taxes
12 | or had some -- they didn't file sone five percent thing
13 |with the SEC. You see those people get a |ot of
14 | pardons. You don't see a |ot of people are out there
15 |for stalking and who falsified other people's
16 |identifications.
17 | said, So, Joel, if that was the reality, |
18 |couldn't do it for you. It would be beyond what Ball ard
19 | Partners or the firmcould do. |If you're telling me
20 |that you have numerous wonen that are going to conme out
21 | and say that you were paying themor trafficking themor
22 |anything -- and | didn't know about "AB" being underage.
23 |It's all newto me at this point intinme. | didn't know
24 | who she was, and a few weeks later he threatened ne via
25 | text message on that stuff. But | told him | said --
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1 | he threw out the nunber, he said his parents woul d pay
2 |$5 million if he could get a pardon.
3 Q And this was at the Broken Egg?
4 A It was at the Broken Egg. | said --
5 Q When was that nmeeting at the Broken Egg?
6 A Fi nd out whenever that Marriott neeting was and
7 |it was probably three or four days after that | bet.
8 Q So the Marriott meeting was in July.
9 A Yeah. Again, I'msorry, | don't have that
10 | calendar in front of me. |If you say so, but, | nmean, it
11 (was -- | think it was in August that they started
12 | sending ne the text claimng that his attorney told him
13 |that everybody would have to get |awered up. So that
14 | was after Another Broken Egg.
15 Q Do you recall who paid for the neal at the
16 | Broken Egg?
17 A | do not.
18 Q Whet her there would be a recei pt or anything
19 | like that?
20 A | don't know. | don't think Joel had any
21 | noney. He needed a ride home. | told himl couldn't be
22 |friends with himanynore because of the allegations that
23 |were comng forward and the idea that you trafficked a
24 |child. That | had an 18 year old -- | had a daughter at
25 |the time who was -- yeah, | think she was 18 in 2000 --
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1 [well, she was born in 2001, so she woul d have been 19 or
2 |20. | said, The fact that | had a daughter who is about
3 |the sane age, | cannot -- now, you've seen ne. | take
4 |it very seriously. | cannot be known as bei ng sonmeone
5 | who hung around a dude that did the shit that you did,

6 | Joel. He said, | understand, but can | have a ride

7 | home? | don't have a car. So | drove himhone, and

8 |that was the last tine that | saw Joel

9 Q And when is the first tine that you heard the
10 | nane "AB"?

11 A Via -- well, | think via the text nessage where
12 | he -- the WatsApp or whatever he said, Everyone needs a
13 |lawer. And | said, Wiat? And he said, They have our
14 |texts. Wi0o? ViSRaSlER 99 or sonething. | have never

15 | been on those websites. | have never -- | have never

16 | been on a social nedia dating site ever. | just mssed
17 | that wi ndow when | was elected office. So I wasn't. |If
18 | I had been, | probably woul dn't have been on it anyway,
19 |but | didn't know VijSkeslem 99 was. | didn't know who
20 |"AB" was. | sure as hell didn't know she was underage
21 | when he had this issue with her.
22 Q When is the first tine that you | earned that
23 |"AB" was underage in the sumer of 20177
24 A | don't know. Probably throughout the course
25 | of the investigation here. M first question was who




Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 63 of 389 PagelD 3036

1 |are you talking about? Like |I don't know who "AB" is.

2 Q So your testinony is that the first time you

3 | heard the nane "AB" is when G eenberg reached out to you
4 | and referenced her Seeking Arrangenments name, el

5

6 A Wl |, the nane nade -- there is a text nessage.
7 |He sent a picture that is our part of our discovery here
8 |that says sonething Iike she -- | think she had just

9 | becone |like a -- sone porn star. | don't know here.

10 Q  And that's, destined for greatness; and
11 | you responded, LOL?

12 A Yeah. It was just a typical response for ne.
13 || don't know what |'m supposed to say to,

14 | destined for greatness. | have no cognitive

15 |counterpoint to that that would be better than LOL. He
16 (was -- | nean, | think Joel and Abby -- I'msorry, |

17 |think just Joel and "AB", they hung out for nmany years.
18 | I think he continued to be friends with her, | just

19 | never net her.
20 Q You stopped working at Ballard Partners on
21 | Friday, April 9, 2021, correct?
22 A Sounds ri ght.
23 (IExhi bit 96 was marked for identification.)
24 | BY MR PERKINS:

N
a1

Q And |'mgoing to put the severance agreenent up




Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 64 of 389 PagelD 3037

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 62
1 | next on the screen here. Al right, the next exhibit
2 (Wil be 96. This is the severance agreenent and general
3 |rel ease between yourself and Ball ard.
4 Do you see that up on the screen?
5 A | do.
6 Q Ckay. And this docunent was executed by Brian
7 | Ballard and yourself on April 9, 2021; is that correct?
8 A It [ooks like it.
9 Q Where did you physically execute this? Were
10 | were you when you did it?
11 A My house.
12 Q If we go to page three, do you see the
13 | voluntary resignation paragraph there?
14 A Yeah.
15 Q It states, In consideration of the nutual
16 | prom ses of the enpl oyee and enpl oyer contained in this
17 | agreenent, the parties agree that enployee's personnel
18 |[file will reflect his voluntary resignation effective
19 [April 9, 2021 --
20 A. Correct.
21 Q Did | read that correctly?
22 A Yes.
23 Q Was your resignation voluntary?
24 A | nean, define voluntary. | mean, it's -- |
25 | have been around for too long. | have been part of
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1 |crisis communication for the better part of 20 years in

2 |ny life, and | know that there's certain things that you

3 | can beat back and certain things you can't beat back.

4 | And ny instinct was very quickly on this one that if

5|1 -- and by the way, Brian was willing to let nme stay

6 |and fight for alittle bit. But we both had been

7 | through this sort of thing before.

8 W have seen just through politics -- | mean,

9 | obviously there is no quite perfect conparison to this,
10 | but we have just seen too many tinmes that once the press
11 | gets ahold of these things, they becone a piranha |ike
12 |feeding frenzy. | think that was done very
13 |intentionally, and | think the |eak of the information
14 |was definitely done in an attenpt to get time off the
15 |jail sentence from-- for Joel Geenberg. W knew that.
16 And so | think that the -- you know, | think
17 |that they were going to keep the pushing the press, so |
18 | made a resignation because | think otherw se what would
19 | have happened is | would not have had the choice of a
20 |voluntary resignation. So on a scale of how voluntary
21 |it was, | would say it was not terribly voluntary. It
22 |was done -- it was an option that | had at that nonent
23 |in time to nove on and to -- you know, to attenpt to
24 |fight these things but not to do it in a place where one
25 | day we start using big clients and other people in the
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1 |firmget upset because we're getting dragged through
2 |things and we start to have staff and norale probl ens.
3 | just saw that happening, and | said, Listen,
4 |if we do this now, that's that. | didn't want to. |
5 |loved that job. | love the people there, everyone of
6 ([them It was a wonderful job, and I think this is a
7 |real horrible thing that happened.
8 Q Who brought up the idea of you resigning? Ws
9 |it you or M. Ballard?
10 A That sort of thing, | nean, we were grownups.
11 | W were professionals. You know, he's got a |ot of
12 | enpl oyees. | have nanaged things. W're not -- when
13 |you read -- first of all, I"'mtied to Matt Gaetz in the
14 | first place. Second of all, when you read the Gaetz and
15 |the G eenberg stuff and then you see allegations that
16 |1'munder investigation for sonme ridiculous third party
17 | stuff that | never had anything to do wth.
18 | nean, it was just -- it was all Joel trying
19 |to -- because at this point in time, they knew the only
20 |way he was going to get out of jail was by getting as
21 | many people convicted as possible. And | -- the story
22 |that cane out was -- and the fact that | was spending
23 | several hours a day on the phone told ne that this was
24 | not going away. So voluntary was the way | could do it,
25 |and | don't know that we ever -- | don't renenber ne
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1 | sayi ng, What about ne resigning, Brian, or Brian saying,
2 | What about you resigning? But it would just be the sort
3 |of thing -- if a plane crashed and it was you and a
4 | busi ness partner saying, well, should we get off the
5 |plane? | nean, that was sort of nore the conversation.
6 || wasn't saying, On, should we stay we on the plane? At
7 |that nonment in time, we knew that this was com ng, and |
8 | pretty nuch had to go.
9 Q Did Brian ask you to | eave?
10 A Brian was very angui shed by this. Brian was a
11 | good friend, but this was -- | was very happy. | was
12 | good at ny job. | was successful at nmy job. Things
13 |were going great. The only reason anything went w ong
14 | was because Joel G eenberg went and burned all of your
15 |client's stuff, and then Andy G eenberg threatened --
16 |again, this is so weird because we were there. | nean,
17 | Rebekah was friends with Abby. And after burning all of
18 | Abby' s bags and burning her clothes except for her
19 | workout clothes and maternity cl othes.
20 And after having a thing where he had to be
21 |like literally lured out where they did a hostage
22 |response thing, after all that, Abby talked to Rebekah
23 |and relayed the information that Andy was still trying
24 |to get Joel out of jail. And at the tinme, Sue said,
25 [Well, if you do that, |I'mtaking Abby and I'mtaking the
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1 |kids and I"'mnoving to the California because this --
2 |our sonis a lunatic.
3 And but that did not stop themfromthen going
4 |to plan B which was to make up a bunch of bona fide lies
5 |trying to inplicate other people in the things that Joel
6 | had done wong for the purpose of getting himoff. And
7 |1 don't have to question that because Fritz Scheller
8 |over there, he actually went to the newspaper and said
9 |it. So, | nean -- he said, W want nore time off for
10 | Joel in exchange for all this testinony. So he knew
11 | what was going on
12 Q When did you first contenplate resigning from
13 | Ballard Partners?
14 A When | saw the New York Tinmes story.
15 Q And that story cane out on what day?
16 A | don't remenber, man. A couple days before.
17 Q Ms. Benner had texted you on April 8th.
18 A Yeah, | think that was about that time. This
19 | all happened pretty quickly.
20 Q Did you retain outside counsel to reviewthe
21 | severance agreenent?
22 A No.
23 Q Do you know if Ballard had outside counsel ?
24 A Yes.
25 Q Do you know who they used to facilitate the
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1 | severance agreenent?
2 A Tom Panza probably if | had to bet.
3 Q How do you spell that |ast nane?
4 A P-A-N-Z- A
5 Q Qut of Tall ahassee?
6 A Broward and then Tal | ahassee. He's a -- |
7 |think M. Panza kind of |ooked at this for me too. |
8 | had other |awers who were doing other stuff at Lowndes
9 |Drosdick. | said, Does this |ook good to you? And they
10 |said it was -- it was fine.
11 Q Wio woul d you have reached out to at Lowndes?
12 A Ei t her Rebekah Rhoden or Tara Tedrow. | think
13 | both of them-- | think |I texted them both and said,
14 | Does this | ook okay?
15 Q Wien did you first get your hands on the
16 | severance agreenent to | ook at?
17 A | don't -- it all happened very quickly.
18 | What ever those days were, like we -- basically the story
19 | came out, Brian and | said, Hey, let's sleep on this.
20 | You know, like, let's talk tonmorrow norning because, you
21 | know, a lot of information to process. The next
22 | norning, he called ne and asked what | was thinking. |
23 |told himwhat | was thinking.
24 He took about two seconds and he said, All
25 |right, let's doit. | think it was a very quick
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1 |process. | think later that day | got a draft of this.
2 || think they had been used for other ones. | think this
3 |was like kind of a standard docunent. | didn't have to
4 | make any edits. Nothing was objectionable. | nean,
5 |it's very -- | think the one change | nade was -- there
6 |was |anguage in there originally that said the
7 | non-di sparagenent thing.

8 | said, | have nothing bad to say about Ballard
9 |Partners, and we love you. So | think the |anguage was
10 |tweaked a bit to say that -- | nean, | have never said a

11 | bad word about Ballard Partners, and | don't think

12 | they' ve ever said about word about ne. |f they have, |
13 | have never heard it. But we basically made it so that
14 | we could make public conments about each ot her because
15 | when you have a non-di sparagenent, non-di scussion that
16 |you kind of make it sound like it was a nore hostile

17 | thing.

18 Q Was Ballard Partners getting contacted by the
19 | press before you resigned?

20 A |'msure. | don't know that, but |'m sure.

21 Q Do you know for sure if they were?

22 A | woul d wager |arge suns of noney that they

23 | had, but I don't know. | nean, the press would call and
24 |say -- Yeah, |'msure Brian got phone calls about it.

25 Q But you can't state with certainty that he did?
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1 A | remenber himreferencing, he was, W're
2 | getting calls, but what he never did was |ike log the
3 |calls and be, | have heard fromso and so.
4 Q Do you know what the calls were about in that
5 |regard?
6 A Probably just checking in, |like how s
7 | everything going? | nmean, it's kind of a big thing to
8 | show up in the New York Tines that you're -- one of your
9 |guys is being dragged into this sort of stuff.
10 Q And that would be the ghost political schene?
11 A Yes.
12 Q Do you know if Ballard ever got inquiries from
13 |legal authorities regarding you, |aw enforcenent
14 | contacted them the federal or state authorities?
15 A. | think they subpoenaed them | don't know |
16 |don't know the answer to that question. No, | don't.
17 |It's a very official unit. | nean, | don't talk to
18 | Brian about it. There is a managing director for the
19 | Tal |l ahassee office. Every tine sonething has happened,
20 |1 always talk to her. So, you know, there is -- | don't
21 |call Brian to discuss this. [It's all done, and it's
22 | been years since | had any conversation with her.
23 |nean, | see her in like a restaurant, but | nean about
24 | this.
25 Q One nore exhibit and then we'll take a quick
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1 | break here. Al right. This wll be Exhibit 97, and

2 |[this is an email froma Shanna Crawley; is that right?

3 A Shanna Kaye Craw ey.

4 (IExhi bit 97 was marked for identification.)

5 | BY MR PERKI NS:

6 Q Shanna Kaye Crawley at Ballard; is that right?

7 A Yes.

8 Q What was her role there?

9 A Shanna Kaye is Brian's personal assistant and
10 | sort of the nerve center of the firm She's the one who
11 | does all the scheduling, planning. |If you need a
12 | contract, she does it. She's an incredible woman.

13 Q And it looks like Ms. Crawley is sending you a
14 | draft of the general release and severance agreenent

15 | here?

16 A Yeah. | don't know who Catherine Tetter is,

17 | but. ..

18 Q Is this the first tine you got a copy of the

19 | general rel ease and severance agreenent?

20 A | think so, but, | mean -- yeah, this was a

21 |very conpacted period of time. Probably. | mght have
22 | seen one before |ike when sonebody else left, but I...
23 Q And how woul d you have seen one before?

24 A | don't think he ever signed it, but when -- we
25 | had a guy fromCentral Florida who was in our office who
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1 |wound up getting in a -- he got arrested for a hit and

2 | run.

3 Q Was that Anderson?

4 A Yeah. And when he left the firm | think there
5 | was sone discussion about whether to do a severance and
6 | general release, but |I think he just said, |I'm good.

7 | And there was -- so | think | mght have seen a draft of
8 |this sort of thing back then, but |I don't know for sure.
9 || know we tal ked about it. | don't renenber actually

10 | seeing the docunent itself.

11 Q Wien did M. Anderson resign because of that

12 | hit and run?

13 A Wienever it took place.

14 Q So you recall seeing sonme type of severance

15 | agreenent and general release at that tine?

16 A | think -- what happened was, out of nowhere

17 |one day, | land in -- | was on an airplane sonewhere,

18 |and Richard called ne and said, Hey, |'ve got sone bad
19 |news. And | said, Wat? He said, |I'magetting arrested.
20 || did this; and | said, Excuse ne what? There had been
21 | an accident | think maybe a year before, and they had
22 |actually cone and asked nme and | was like, | don't know
23 |what -- | have no idea.
24 But -- so it was all very sudden. Like he
25 |literally went and turned hinself in, and | think that
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1 | night | had some conversation with Brian. | said, Do
2 |you want nme to get a release or anything? He said, Do
3 |you think we need one? | said, | don't know. Do you
4 |want one? | nmean, |I'msure R chard would sign one. |
5 |don't think there's -- there wasn't going to be any
6 | paynments or anything like it would just be like to sort
7 |of tidy this up. | think it would up being don't worry
8 |about it. So we never -- didn't act on it, but I do
9 | think there was sone discussion of that at |east at sone
10 |point. | don't that it's relevant to anything but...
11 Q How did you negotiate the $1.2 million
12 | severance?
13 A VWll, | nmean, part of it is | was going to nmake
14 |a lot nore than that, but | was going to have to go do
15 |work. | was going to have to go and actually | obby and
16 |everything else, and | didn't think it was fair to say
17 |that Ballard should just front the totality of
18 | everything. So it was sort of -- it was just a round
19 |nunber. It was certainly a decrease fromwhere we had
20 | been; but, you know, again, at the tine | hoped this
21 |thing would go a lot faster than it did. Just tine
22 |tends to drag out.
23 MR PERKINS: Al right. Let's take a quick
24 break. 1t's 10: 16.
25 THE VI DEOGRAPHER: I f there are no objections,
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1 going off record. The approximate tine, 10:16 a.m
2 (A break was had.)

3 THE VI DEOGRAPHER: On record with nmedia unit

4 two. The approximate tine is 10:29 a.m

5 MR. ANDRADE: All right. So before we go back
6 Into questions, the parties were discussing timng

7 and | guess air traffic control on the deposition

8 tineline for today and tonmorrow. | noted that

9 plaintiff's counsel and plaintiff did not object to
10 | the setting of -- scheduling of this deposition over
11 the course of two days with the hope and

12 understanding that this deposition would not run

13 significantly over, you know, seven hours today and
14 approximately four, four and a half hours tonorrow
15 It's just our sincere hope that the questioning can
16 be conpleted by then and that the counsel that has
17 al ready asked questions coordinates to avoid a run
18 of time in this deposition.

19 MR, WERMUTH: I'Ill just note that there's a
20 raffl e of defendants in this case, each of whom are
21 separately represented by counsel who each have a
22 right to question the plaintiff on the extensive
23 conpl aints that he has asserted -- he has alleged in
24 | this case and verified in this case. And so |
25 | think, you know, obviously we'll do our best to not

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 76 of 389 PagelD 3049

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 74
1 duplicate each other; but at the sane tine, we need
2 to get our questioning in. And so | expect that
3 we'll be able to do that to defend oursel ves.
4 MR. ANDRADE: And not as a retort, but 'l
5 just note that | don't see a citation or a reference
6 to any exception related to the Iength of a
7 conplaint in Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 30.
8 And with that, | don't want to waste any nore tine.
9 | BY MR PERKI NS:
10 Q All right. Back on the record. Ready
11 | M. Dorworth?
12 A Yes.
13 Q All good? Al right --
14 A |'d just point out that ny mcrophone is nuted
15 |on this, and | don't know if that matters.
16 Q W have these in the mddle.
17 A Ckay. Cot it.
18 Q All right. Back on the record, we were talking
19 | about [Exhibit 97 which is this email fromM. Cawey to
20 |yourself dated April 9, 2021, at 4:53 p.m M. Crawl ey
21 |sent you a draft of the general release and severance
22 |agreement. In response | guess you run this by some
23 | attorneys at Lowndes.
24 Did you have any changes to this agreenent?
25 A The only -- again, it was a boilerplate
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docunment. The only change that | wanted to was to the
positive had to do the with non-disparagi ng | anguage. |
don't remenber exactly what it was, but it was basically
just -- | think the | anguage before said something to
the effect of we will not speak of each other. Well, |
don't -- I'mleaving here to avoid that.
| don't want to be separate -- you know, |

don't want there to be like a bright line and Brian
agreed with that and the | anguage that is reflected here
Is -- | think I have read it today, but it should
basically say there is nothing that stops ne from saying
ni ce things about themor them from saying nice things
about ne.

Q So in the initial draft, there was a voluntary
resignation provision, and that provision stayed in the

final draft, correct?

A | don't remenber anything to do with the edits.
| don't -- | don't -- | think this is very boilerplate.
| recall very mnimal changes to it. | do not renenber

whet her voluntary resignation was there or not. | --
that's beyond nme. | think -- well, if this is the one
that she sent you --

Q This was the one that was sent at 4:53 --

A There was no negotiation |I think before that,

and it's possible the one | actually executed has
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1 | language different than that one if this is her email.
2 | So we m ght have made the change after that.
3 (IExhi bit 98 was marked for identification.)
4 | BY MR PERKI NS:
5 Q All right. The next exhibit will be 98, and
6 |this is an enmail fromM. Crawl ey again to yourself
7 |approxi mately an hour |ater.
8 Do you see that up on the screen?
9 A s it different fromthe | ast one?
10 Q Yeah. The |ast one was 4:53.
11 Do you recall that?
12 A Yeah.
13 Q And this one's 5:54.
14 A That m ght be the difference in the -- whatever
15 |the -- | don't renmenber what the |anguage was, but it
16 | was basically a non-disparagenent, but | think the
17 | change m ght be in there.
18 Q Ckay. And there is still -- the voluntary
19 |resignation still remains in this one?
20 A. Yes.
21 Q You didn't attenpt to take that out, correct?
22 A Vell, | mean, why would | take that out? It
23 |is -- | was confronted with I believe a defamatory,
24 | sl anderous news story that threatened to drag nme and ny
25 |l obbying firminto it which would then do damage to ny

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 79 of 389 PagelD 3052

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 77
1 | coworkers. And so recogni zing the damage that had been
2 |done to ne, | made the decision to not inflict danmage on
3 | my coworkers by stepping away. | don't -- you say
4 |voluntary resignation. | wasn't like to the hell with
5 |it I"'mdone here, free ne. It was that there was a
6 |situation that was sort of around us, and | was
7 |responding to that situation.
8 And so in that sense, it was a voluntary
9 |resignation as far as | was not fired and driven out of
10 |the building with nmy stuff; but, | nean, the reality was
11 |there was very bad things that were being said that were
12 | going to drag ny reputation and the firmthrough the
13 | mud, and we submtted this versus having to take sone --
14 | nme being fired or anything. And that's all there is too
15 |it.
16 Q You had nentioned before that Brian and you
17 | discussed staying to fight it for alittle bit.
18 Did you have those discussions before you
19 | resigned on April 8th?
20 A | did.
21 Q And what when were those discussions?
22 A VWll, to be clear, what | told you earlier was
23 |that | said, Wiy don't we sleep on this and tal k about
24 |it tonmorrow norning? So that night, | just made a fl ow
25 | pad of how things were, and the nature of |obbying is a
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1 |business. | nean, it's cutthroat. And with this out
2 |there, people would use it to try to -- you know, to try
3 |to affect Brian Ballard' s firmand ny coworkers there.
4 | And, you know, it's not fair that | had to go, but it
5 |was areality that the -- | think there was actually a
6 | quote that was in Newsweek or sonething that | said it's
7 |not fair to ny coworkers for nme to do this. [It's not
8 |fair for the -- if we have a wealthy famly |ike the
9 | G eenbergs out there trying to buy down tine for their
10 | son and they're willing to lie and do all sorts of
11 |things to do that, it's not fair to my coworkers that |
12 | subject themto that degree of psychosis which | have
13 | becone quite famliar wth.
14 Q You said you used a flow pad?
15 A Li ke a not epad.
16 Q Did you save the notes fromthat?
17 A No. | had that notepad for many years. [|'m
18 |sorry. It mght have just been a piece of paper even,
19 |just witing down the pros and the cons.
20 Q Back to the severance agreenent, the one that
21 | was executed here. See that back up on the screen,
22 | |[Exhibit 967
23 A Sur e.
24 Q Ckay. There is a release of clains in this
25 | agreenent.
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1 Do you see that? |It's paragraph two here.
2 A Sur e.
3 Q So you got -- the consideration paid for this
4 |release was $1.2 mllion paid $50,000 a nonth, correct?
5 A Yes.
6 Q Ckay. And then what clains did you have, if
7 | any, against Ballard when you executed this release for
8 |you --
9 A |'mfairly certain this was boilerplate
10 |l anguage. | had no clains against Ballard. | think the
11 | point is that when people separate, they don't want you
12 |to |l eave and then cone back -- you know, get some | awyer
13 | and cone back and sue years later. | would not have
14 | done that, but I think that's fairly boilerplate
15 |l anguage for nost severance deal s.
16 Q You woul d have been at your house in Lake Mary
17 | when you executed this?
18 A Yes, sir.
19 Q Ckay. And then you woul d have scanned it back,
20 |is that how you woul d have done it?
21 A. Yes, Sir.
22 Q And woul d you have done that through your
23 | Ballard email address?
24 A | have no idea what email | used to do this.
25 |1t could have been either which one. | have no clue.
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1 |Well, | guess -- you sent the email from Shanna Kaye.
2 | don't know.
3 Q W i1ssued a subpoena to Ballard and got their
4 |emails, and that was what we got.
5 A | don't know. They would email ne at Gmil.
6 | They would enail nme at Ballard.
7 Q There is a revocation period in here for seven
8 | days on page three.
9 Did you contenpl ate revoking this at all? Do
10 | you see that there?
11 A No. Again, I'"'msure that is boilerplate
12 | probably because sonewhere else in the state of Florida
13 | soneone in court had that happen, and he gives the sane
14 | thing there.
15 Q Goi ng back to the anount, the 1.2 mllion, how
16 |did you cone to that anmount? Did you propose that
17 |amount? Did M. Ballard?
18 A | honestly don't renmenber. That is a good
19 | question. | think it was just, you know, in
20 | consideration for ny good work at the firm something
21 |that's fair. | didn't -- | don't recall trying to
22 |like -- 1 don't renenber any conflict between us about
23 |what the nunber was. | just think it was, is this fair
24 | share? That is very fair. Again, Brian Ballard didn't
25 | do anything wong. The G eenberg famly did things
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1 |wong to ne here. Ballard did not. So this was a very
2 |sad time inny life. It was a horrible thing to have
3 | happen, and, you know, he was very fair as he al ways
4 | woul d be.
5 Q Is it your testinony that there was no back and
6 |forth over that anount, that you just cane to an
7 |agreenent? 1.2 mllion sounds fair --
8 A Vell, | think the idea was how long it woul d
9 | be, and there m ght have been sone back and forth. |
10 |just don't remenber it. It was not long. It was -- |
11 |think it m ght have been just verbal, |ike how does this
12 | sound? Al right, let's doit. It was kind of one of
13 | those things where I"'msure -- not to speak for Brian,
14 | but I'msure he was also thinking the fact that | was
15 [willing to not try to, you know, fight and bring all the
16 | bad wath on there. He probably found some value in
17 | there.
18 Q Who did you discuss the resignation with other
19 |than M. Ballard and your attorneys? And | don't want
20 |to know what you discussed with your attorneys, and then
21 | of course we have that hearing tonorrow about your
22 | di scussions with Rebekah. So anybody el se other than,
23 | you know, Rebekah Dorworth, your attorneys at Lowndes,
24 |and M. Ballard that you woul d have discussed this with?
25 A Probably, but | don't renmenber who. At the
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1 |time, | wasn't in a | ockdowmn node. It was just |like
2 |this is happening, oh, ny god. But again, this is
3 |confidential. | would not have shared the agreenent
4 |itself with anybody, but | m ght have shared wi th people
5(I'"'mleaving. |If you want to clarify your question a bit
6 |(there. | nean, in terns of who | shared this agreenent
7 |with, it would just be those people.
8 Q What about your departure from Ballard?
9 A | tweeted about it.
10 Q The voluntary --
11 A And Newsweek.
12 Q And this resignation took place after your
13 |nmeeting with -- in-person neeting with Todd Cee?
14 A No, nonths before -- no, I'msorry. | don't
15 | know. | don't know -- no, actually --
16 Q Because you said you had net Todd --
17 A The CGee neeting was after this.
18 Q Ckay. So you resigned in early April then from
19 | Ballard Partners, and then your recollection is that the
20 | Gee -- neeting in-person neeting with M. Hornsby was
21 | subsequent to this?
22 A | honestly -- | think so, but I do not -- |
23 |don't think -- when | left the firm | had not yet --
24 |the news story had not -- I'msorry, when | -- when |
25 |went to go visit with the DQJ and the FBI, | was no
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1 |longer with Ballard Partners.
2 Q Ckay. So it would have been after then Apri
3 |9th when you nmet with thenf
4 A Yeah. You have to forgive ne with the tinme
5 | schedul e here because | don't exactly renenber, but |
6 |(think -- | think maybe -- | think what it was is the
7 |first thing -- | think what we got in Decenber was here
8 |is the list of all these documents we want fromyou. So
9 |we did that, turned themin, a nonth or two passed. W
10 | call ed back up, and the FBI guys said, Yeah, we need to
11 | get sonething scheduled. And then this all happened,
12 | and then that got schedul ed. Because | renenber
13 |referencing the fact that | lost a job | loved. I'm
14 | sorry, give ne one second here.
15 Q You renenber referencing it to the FBlI in the
16 |in-person interview that you had | ost your job at
17 | Bal lard?
18 A Lost a job that | |oved, yes.
19 Q And you al so had nentioned that you got a
20 | subpoena fromthe governnment around Decenber of 2020; is
21 |[that right?
22 A Yeah, that is what | was just referring to.
23 | The first one, | was trying to figure out the dates on
24 |that, and | think the first one was just a request for
25 | docunents and this production. It wasn't a let's go

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 86 of 389 PagelD 3059

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 84
1 |chat, and I think that took some anpunt of time to
2 | conpile, and Richard Hornsby sent themall those
3 | docunents and we didn't hear anything for a period of
4 |time. But | think all this stuff took place, and then
5 |finally they said, all right, let's cone in and chat
6 |Wth us.
7 Q Ckay. How many subpoenas for docunents did you
8 | get fromlaw enforcenent?
9 A On this matter?
10 Q On this matter.
11 A | think just the -- there was one -- one
12 | definite one, and then Richard Hornsbhy -- again, we
13 | provided themwth all the stuff they wanted and then |
14 | got the polygraph test done and then | brought that with
15 | me when | went and interviewed -- when | had the
16 |interview.
17 |''msorry, what was the question?
18 Q | asked how many subpoenas --
19 A | think just that one. So | was going to say
20 |after that, Richard called up and said, Hey, we haven't
21 | heard anything fromyou guys, and we provided the data
22 |that he was on a | ake and not at the house. And at the
23 |[time, | didn't know the girls were ever on the gate. It
24 |was news to me. So when | got back fromthat thing, |
25 |said, they clained that they were there.
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1 So that was the first time that Rebekah and |
2 |ever figured out that you could go online, and we
3 | searched back for it. And | found that, and | found the
4 |day that they were there and pulled ny phone out. [|'m
5 |not great for taking pictures, but ny buddy just bought
6 |the boat, and | had just took a picture of himdriving
7 |the boat with netadata. Just one of those things in ny
8 |life that I'mvery grateful for because it showed that |
9 |wasn't there. But we then provided that information to
10 |the feds and said, listen, you asked questions about
11 |that, if she cane into the gate at this tinme or
12 | whatever. You can say, here is a photograph with
13 | netadata taken fromny client's phone showi ng that he
14 |was mles away.
15 Q And that was M. Mrris, Randy Mrris?
16 A Yes.
17 Q So in the course of the in-person neeting with
18 | the governnent, they specifically asked you about the
19 |July 15, 2017, gathering at your house?
20 A Yeah, which | said | wasn't at.
21 Q Ckay. And did you tell themthat you weren't
22 |there the entire day?
23 A | told them| was on a boat, and that -- at the
24 |time, | didn't have the benefit of the car record
25 | showing anything. So | just said like, listen, | was
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1 |there. | was not at a party that day, did not neet that
2 |girl. | have never net "AB'. | think | net

3 | Miggidl§ one tinme when she was Joe Ellicott's girlfriend.
4 Q And on July 15, 2017, you're out on a boat with
5 | M. Mrris around the 6:00 hour that evening --

6 A Randy's birthday is July 13th. M birthday is
7 | July 17th. So, you know, what we would do is get

8 |together at the mdpoint on the 15th, and we woul d

9 |usually -- typically a day with Randy consisted of a | ot
10 | of bourbon. Usually we would pick up Publix and get

11 |sone fried chicken fromPublix or sonmething |like that.
12 | Go out on the boat, hang out. There is a chain of |akes
13 |in Wnter Park which |'msure you're famliar wth.

14 W go do that for awhile, nmaybe get a bite to
15 | eat, maybe not. Go back to his place, and he had a | ot
16 |of vinyls and stuff and we woul d watch novies. Just a
17 | good buddy of mne. It was a birthday cel ebration. M
18 |wife was out of town, and | hung out with him

19 Q And is it your testinony that you spent the

20 |night at M. Mrris' house?

21 A | don't -- this is beyond what | have in terns
22 |of ny own recollection. | know !l fell asleep. Wen you
23 | say spent the night, that causes some consternation for
24 | me because | probably woul dn't spend the night there.

25 | What could very well happen is | could fall asleep and
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1 |wake up at 1:00 in the norning or something |ike that

2 |and go honme. That is -- that was fairly -- you know,

3 |that would be pretty typical because | wouldn't want to
4 |drink and drive,

5 (IExhibit 99 was marked for identification.)

6 | BY MR PERKINS:

7 Q The next exhibit is the covenant not to

8 | conpete, [Exhibit 99, and this was a covenant not to

9 | conpete that you executed with Ballard Partners on or

10 | about Decenber 5, 2012.

11 Do you see that?

12 A Yes.

13 Q Ckay. And this was al so produced by Ballard
14 | Partners in response to our subpoena. This docunent,

15 | paragraph three, page two, tal ks about a nonconpete for
16 |two years.

17 Do you see that, following --

18 A Yes.

19 Q -- your leaving Ballard Partners?
20 Did this still apply after you voluntarily
21 |resigned fromBallard Partners on April 9, 20217
22 A Yeah. So the nonconpete was -- | actually
23 | asked -- you just jogged ny nenory. | actually asked if
24 || could have this waived, and he said, no, | don't -- |
25 |[think they wanted ne to cone back at the tinme, and, you
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1 | know, he just said, Listen -- if you read this
2 | nonconpete, | think it was the only one the firm had had
3 |this, and he wouldn't do them anynore. It basically
4 |said, let's say you have a client. The client |eaves --
5 |or you |eave the firmand the client wants to cone with
6 |you. If it does not inpact what the firmwas nmaking, it
7 | does not affect ne. So if they're nmaking $10,000 a
8 |month and | get hired and they're still making $10,000 a
9 |nonth, there is nothing there. It was contenplated that
10 [way, so, | nean, it was a soft a nonconpete as you could
11 | have. So, yeah, | think it was still in effect.
12 Q Ckay. You asked to get out of the nonconpete,
13 | and Brian said no?
14 A | think -- that's probably an overstatenent.
15 | It was nore one of those things | said, \Wat about the
16 | nonconpete? He said, | want to keep that. |If you have
17 |anything, just talk to ne. It was -- our relationship
18 |[with Brian is such it was not at all antagonistic. It
19 |was kind of like, hey, if you need sonething, let nme
20 | know. But, | nean, | don't -- I'mnot in the business
21 | of waiving out of those things. | got the inpression it
22 |was nore -- not so nuch a ne specific thing, but just
23 |like we don't nake a habit of people |eaving and doing
24 | that .
25 Q Wien is the last tinme you have had contact with
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1 | M. Ballard?
2 A Probably [ ast year.
3 Q And what were the circunstances of that
4 | contact?
5 A Just calling to check in.
6 Q Thi s nonconpete woul d have been in place then
7 |fromApril 9, 2021, through April 9, 2023?
8 A Sur e.
9 Q For two years. And that woul d nean you coul d
10 | not work for any client of Ballard during that
11 [ timefrane?
12 A Yeah. | don't really agree with your
13 | characterization of what this agreenment says. The
14 | nonconpetition elenment of this was designed to protect
15 | Ballard Partners from people robbing the firm-- |eaving
16 [the firmand taking clients with them It was not
17 |designed and it does not necessarily -- it doesn't stop
18 |ne fromworking for a Ballard Partners client. |If you
19 |read it, it says, During the term-- excuse nme, Unless
20 |the fee -- unless the fees paid to the firmremain
21 |unchanged froma client of the firmwho retained the
22 |firmbefore the enployee's hiring and regardi ng any new
23 |client brought to the firmby the enployee, the firm
24 | shall receive 30 percent of the gross fee. So it says
25 |if they don't change the fees then it doesn't matter.
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1 | Every client | ever worked with, no one would be |ike,
2 |W're going to give you this. It's just not the way
3 |that works. | nean, they would -- so | nean, it is a --
4 |Brian did not |like this nonconpetition agreenent because
5 |he said | will never sign another one of these again.
6 Q After departing Ballard, did you in fact work
7 |with any clients of Ballard?
8 A No.
9 Q None what soever ?
10 A VWell, not as a | obbyist, no.
11 Q What about as a consultant?
12 A Fl ori da Power and Light.
13 Q Any ot hers?
14 A | don't think they have ever represented -- the
15 [two | represent are Florida Power and Light and the
16 | Taxpayers Agai nst Insurance Bad Faith, and | don't
17 | believe Ballard ever worked for Tax Payers Agai nst
18 | Insurance Bad Faith. So | think that woul d be just
19 | FP&L.
20 Q When did you pick up FP&L as a client for
21 | consul ting purposes?
22 A | think this year.
23 Q 20247
24 A | think | signed the agreenent |ast year and
25 | FP&L had a -- they had sone involvenment -- there were
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1 | allegations surrounding the ghost party thing in South
2 |Florida, so they're very renoved fromthat kind of
3 |political stuff now So | gave themny contract, and it
4 |took a few weeks for themto cone back and say it's al
5 | good.
6 Q And what's the scope of your arrangenent with
7 | FP&L?
8 A Strategic advisory stuff. Wen you have
9 |regulated industries, a big part of it is just
10 | understandi ng your regulatory framework, and |I have
11 |insights in those things.
12 Q What about Taxpayers Agai nst |nsurance Bad
13 | Faith? Wen did you pick up that client?
14 A It woul d have been | ast year.
15 Q What's the scope of your arrangenment with then?
16 | What type of services are you providing thenf?
17 A Ri ght now, strategic advisory stuff, reading --
18 | rel andscapes. | was very involved in the transition of
19 | Ron Desantis, so a lot of tinmes people will seek out and
20 |want to understand how | think certain things mght --
21 | mght be received by the governor and his team
22 Q Are you running this through your nane
23 | personally, or do you have an LLC that you have created?
24 A | have an LLC called IBWPublic Affairs.
25 Q And that's who has the contract with Florida
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1 | Power and Light and the Taxpayers Agai nst |Insurance Bad
2 | Faith?
3 A Correct.
4 (IExhi bit 100 was nmarked for identification.)
5 | BY MR PERKI NS:
6 Q All right. The next exhibit will be the text
7 | message with Ms. Benner. This is |[Exhibit 100, and this
8 | was in your document production that you made. |It's
9 | Dorworth 642, and it |ooks |ike Ms. Benner reaches out
10 [to you on April 8, 2021 --
11 A Yes.
12 Q --at 9934 am --
13 A Correct.
14 Q -- is that right?
15 A Yes.
16 Q WAs this the first tinme the press reached out
17 |to you regarding Joel G eenberg?
18 A No.
19 Q Wien was the first tinme that the press reached
20 |out to you regarding Joel G eenberg?
21 A Can you be a little nore specific in that
22 | regard? Wiat el enent of Joel G eenberg?
23 Q H s invol venrent with sexual m sconduct.
24 A That was the first tine.
25 Q Ckay. That was the first tinme?
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1 A Yes.
2 Q What about Joel G eenberg and ghost political
3 | schenes? Wen's the first tine that press reached out
4 |to you in that regard?
5 A | never had a conversation wth Joel G eenberg
6 | about ghost political schenmes. That's just total
7 | bullshit.
8 Q What about the press reaching out to you and
9 | asking you though about --
10 A Thi s conversati on,
11 Q So April 8, 2021, was the first tine the press
12 | had contacted you regardi ng anythi ng about Joel
13 | G eenberg and sexual m sconduct and ghost politi cal
14 | schenes.
15 |s that a fair statenent?
16 A Yes. | don't recall -- that was the big one.
17 Q |s this text nmessage what pronpted you to start
18 | contenpl ating your resignation?
19 A Yes.
20 Q So April 8th, you get this text nmessage from
21 |the New York Tines reporter, and then you turn around a
22 | severance agreenent and release wthin 24 hours and
23 | execute it on the 9th?
24 A Absol utely.
25 Q |t happened that quickly?
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1 A Absol utely.
2 Q Now, when Ms. Benner sent you this text nessage
3 |on April 8th, did you reach out to her?
4 A | did.
5 Q Ckay. And how did you reach out to her? Was
6 |it text nessage? A telephone call?
7 A A phone call.
8 Q How | ong di d you speak with Ms. Benner?
9 A It was not a short conversation. Probably an
10 | hour.
11 Q And what did Ms. Benner share with you in the
12 | course of this hour-long conversation?
13 A That -- well, | nean, basically everything. |
14 | nean, basically that the -- they had been provided
15 | docunents that showed the feds were | ooking into ne,
16 | Hal sey Beshears, Joel Geenberg, Joe Ellicott, and Matt
17 | Gaetz. | had -- | believe | provided her although I
18 |don't -- I'mnot sure about this, | think | gave her a
19 | copy of the screenshots where Joel threatened ne and
20 |said that -- you know, that everyone needed to | awyer up
21 |or that Vince Gtro said, Ch, Joel said you wanted
22 |lawyers. | think |I shared that.
23 And, you know, she said that -- | guess at the
24 |tinme, | nean, listen, this was all new and none of it's
25 |true. Wen this short of thing happens, you picture how
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1 |are you going to act when that happens? | just wanted
2 |to know what details. Like what are you tal king about?
3|l was at a party where there was a 17-year-old girl and
4 |had sex. It was -- this was the first tinme anyone ever
5 |sort of fleshed a lot of these details out as to what
6 |the allegation was.
7 And so | spent a lot of tinme asking her
8 |questions. | was very vehenent in my denial that | was
9 |not at the party. | was very vehenent in ny denial that
10 | I never net "AB", sure as hell never had any sexual
11 |interaction with "AB", and that -- you know, that this
12 |was -- and ny statenent was, you know, when | shared
13 | everything about Joel, she said, Wll, that's consistent
14 [with what | know that | think his |awers -- | believe
15 |it was Dave Webster. |'m about 90 percent sure of that
16 | because it was -- she said it was not one of Joel's
17 |l awyers, but it was -- basically she made statements. |
18 | don't renenber exactly what they were, basically
19 |intimated to me that it was sonebody or affiliate with
20 |the Greenberg fam |y that had dropped this docunments.
21 |1t was not -- and | asked her, Did this come from DQJ?
22 | She said, We don't share that, but in this case | can
23 |tell youit's not. W didn't get these docunments from
24 | them
25 Q And what was your understandi ng of what David
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1 | Webster was doing back in April of 2021, who he was
2 | representing?
3 A VWll, | nmean, he identified hinmself as Abby's
4 |attorney at one point intinme. A journalist -- | can't
5 |renmenber who. | really wish | could, but one of the
6 |journalist told ne | have a Dave Webster probl em because
7 | Dave was going around and trying to pedal stories to get
8 |the Greenberg -- to get nore people indicted so that
9 | Joel could spend less tinme in prison funded by the
10 | G eenbergs.
11 Q What nmedia outlet said that you had a Dave
12 | Webster --
13 A | truly do not -- | talked to dozens of people
14 |at the time it was just nonstop conversations. | would
15 |l ove to know the answer to that question. | do not
16 |recall. | renmenber soneone telling ne very clear that |
17 | had a Dave Webster problem | renenber where | was
18 |sitting when | had the conversation, but | don't
19 | renmenber -- it was on the phone.
20 Q Do you recall the rough tinmefrane of that when
21 |you --
22 A |t was whenever it was going on.
23 Q Was it around April of 20217
24 A No, it was |ater.
25 Q Do you have a bal |l park for how nuch | onger it

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 99 of 389 PagelD 3072

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 97
1 | was?
2 A No. Months later -- well, it was after Joel
3 | burned all of Abby's stuff, and Daven and John Morgan
4 | tal ked himout of the house.
5 Q And what was your understandi ng of the scope of
6 | Dave Webster's engagenent with Abby G eenberg, what he
7 |was doing for it?
8 A | have no understanding of the scope. |'mjust
9 |telling you what | was told.
10 Q And who told you that?
11 A Vell, that, | believe -- | think sone
12 |journalist said that he had reached out to Abby. |
13 |said, | don't know. At the time |I didn't realize
14 | exactly how integral she was until the 117-page lie
15 |thing that Joel did trying to get his prison sentence
16 |down. But at the tinme, | didn't know that Abby had
17 |gone -- had -- basically what Abby does is she'll do
18 | whatever the G eenberg famly says because they pay for
19 | her life, and she -- she told nme wife that she'd never
20 | been happier in her marriage after they -- after she got
21 | caught -- after Joel got in trouble for this because it
22 | gave her total authority over himand the parents. That
23 |was the kind of the dynam c of the relationship, and |
24 |renmenber at the tine sonmeone saying that the Dave --
25 |that they reached out to Abby, and she sent themto Dave
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1 | Webster. Again, it was another journalist, and I

2 |don't -- 1I'd love to tell you. | just don't know. If |
3 |gave a nane, it would be a guess. But then at one of

4 |the trials, the final thing -- nmaybe the sentencing or

5 |the plea guilty or whatever it was, Webster entered

6 |into -- cane in, showed up, and signed on as a | awer

7 | for Joel.

8 Q For Joel G eenberg?

9 A Yes. So he wasn't a | awyer back then for him
10 | but whatever this time was. It was --

11 Q Wien he was sentenced?

12 A | don't think it was the sentencing. | think
13 |it's when he pled guilty, but again, I...

14 Q Ms. Benner nentioned she's gotten, you know,

15 |you said docunents that she was given to | ook at.

16 Do you know what those docunents are?

17 A | assune it's a copy of the subpoena, but that
18 |is a true assunption.

19 Q Did you discuss her sources of information at
20 |all on the call?
21 A Not surprisingly, the Pulitzer Prize w nner
22 |fromthe New York Tines would not share her sources. |
23 | nean, she -- | asked her. | think at one point in tine
24 |1 said, Just tell ne is this a leak fromthe governnent?
25 | And she didn't cone right out and say no, but she gave
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1 |me an answer that led nme to believe that this was given
2 | from outside.
3 Q Did you take notes of this conversation?
4 A No.
5 Q Did you record it?
6 A No. |It's against the |aw.
7 Q Do you have any recordi ngs of conversations
8 |with Abby G eenberg?
9 A No.
10 Q Do you have any jail house recordi ngs of
11 | conversations between Joel G eenberg and Abby G eenberg?
12 A No. 1'd like to get those though.
13 Q WAs a story -- this text to you, do you know
14 | how Ms. Benner got your cell phone?
15 A No.
16 Q Did you ask her how?
17 A | don't remenber.
18 Q Ms. Benner said she's working on a story today
19 |related to the G eenberg hearing that will include the
20 | expansi on of the governnent inquiry beyond G eenberg and
21 | Gaet z.
22 Did she, in fact, run a story on that day?
23 A | don't know. Probably. Katie was very
24 | much -- she was ahead of the curve.
25 Q And what do you nean she was ahead of the
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1 |curve?
2 A | nmean, she figured the story out. She broke
3 |the story, first of all, and then |I think she pretty
4 | quickly figured out that the G eenbergs were fueling
5 |this and it was, you know, an attenpt to drag Matt into
6 |it and then lost interest init. | think she put her
7 |reputation to a certain degree -- a story about a tax
8 |collector in the 13th |argest county in Florida is not
9 |really worthy of the New York Tines.
10 The Matt Gaetz stuff is, and | think she --
11 |again, | can't speak for her, but the inpression | got
12 {was | think she tal ked to everybody and tal ked to
13 | everybody involved, and | don't know what led to the
14 | cal cul ous for her believing this, but she at some point
15 |in time stopped believing that there was -- that Matt
16 | was ever going to get charged and it was kind of a
17 |nothing for her. That's why the Tinmes stayed away from
18 |it for a very long tine.
19 Q And you said that Katie broke the store, that's
20 |the story of "AB" and July 15th?
21 A No, I"'mreferring to the Gaetz being in trouble
22 |story, the one that sort of got the whole -- the first
23 |story did not nmention ne. It was just Matt Gaetz is
24 | subject to investigation for -- it involves child
25 |trafficking with Joel Geenberg. That was the first
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1 |one. Then that day, | was in Tallahassee. | was
2 |actually having dinner with ny friend, our attorney,
3 | Alex, and then Matt went on Tucker Carlson and had an
4 |interview. And after, that it was like | |ooked up and
5 |there was about 25 people that wanted to talk to nme, and
6 || said |'mgoing hone. Go honme to ny condo in
7 | Tal | ahassee, woke up the next day, called Brian and said
8 |it was probably better for nme to clear out while this
9 |was going and went hone.
10 So when | went hone, then the followp story
11 |cane. That's where this all cane, where the suggestion
12 |that there was -- that she was going to wite this, and
13 |the story that she wound up witing said that | -- that
14 | somebody had w tnessed ne have a conversation about
15 |third parties.
16 Q And that was the ghost political stuff?
17 A Yes.
18 Q There was nothing in there about you and "AB"
19 |or sex trafficking mnors --
20 A Again, 90 mnutes of ne being | have been net
21 |this human being. This is alie. | think thisis -- |
22 | was steadfast enough in ny denial and not equivocating
23 | what she decided that that was not worthy to -- she said
24 |1 need to nention the fact that a major | obbyist was,
25 | you know, having a conversation with a substantial US
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1 | congressman about whether or not to interject thenselves
2 |into a state senate race that has attracted attention.
3|l said, well, | don't love it, but there is not nuch |
4 | can do about that. |If you wite that, you wite that.
5 Q How many tinmes have you spoken with Ms. Benner?
6 A Three or four.
7 Q Wien was the other times other than April of
8 | 20217
9 A | don't know when, but, yeah, | nean | have
10 |talked to her three or four tines. Usually typically
11 | around when mgjor things in the case woul d happen |ike
12 | when Joel pled guilty or got sentenced -- or he was
13 | getting sentenced. | think she asked -- we had a
14 | conversation where she asked ne what | thought he was
15 | going to get, and she busted out her own little
16 |calculation tool. It would be just little things around
17 |the court case. W're not friends, if that's what
18 |you're asking. W don't check in.
19 Q And how woul d you go about contacting her?
20 | Wul d she text you and say, Hey --
21 A Call. Usually she's pretty good about phone
22 |calling. | just told people, I"'mlike, l|isten,
23 |don't -- | just assune that all nmy text nmessages are
24 | going to wnd up as being part of a deposition or other
25 |things. So if you want to talk to nme, call nme. Let's
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1 | not have a bunch of |ong..
2 Q Wul d she call you, or would you call her?
3 A | think she was the one who would initiate
4 | basically every conversation
5 Q So if sonething would cone up, she would give
6 |you a ring and get your insight on it?
7 A Yes.
8 Q And you think this occurred three to four
9 |tines?
10 A Maybe three tinmes, maybe four times, maybe five
11 [tinmes. Just a handful of tinmes. Nothing ever like the
12 | first conversation. The first conversation was a very
13 | long, intense conversation. The New York Tines was
14 |witing an article about you, like that, it has a way
15 [of -- | nean tine slows down, and | went through it with
16 | her, and was vehenment -- at the tine | had no idea what
17 |the location was. | didn't know anything. They're
18 |saying it was -- | nean, they said | also had sex and
19 | even these allegations are that | had sonething other
20 |than sex. | mean, a lot of this information kind of
21 |came out, and | was |ike, what are you talking about?
22 | \Were did this supposedly happen? Wwo is it that -- at
23 |[the time I'mtrying to figure out who.
24 Q What did she say specifically about you and
25 | sexual relations wth "AB"?
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1 A Vel |, Joel Geenberg had alleged that Gaetz had
2 |done it, and he was expanding the allegation to say that
3|l was doing it. | had done it as well.
4 Q And with respect to you, what did she say? D d
5 |she say that it occurred on such and such date --
6 A She didn't have any dates at that tine. |
7 |don't think there was any level of detail that | was
8 |presented in ternms of there was a party at ny house, she
9 |was there, she claimed | was there -- sonmebody clained |
10 |was there, and | said, well, that doesn't really penci
11 | because | don't have huge parties at nmy house when |'m
12 | not there. It would not be uncommon to have five or six
13 |or seven people over. It would not be unconmon to have
14 | Joe Ellicott and his girlfriend over. It would be weird
15 |to have another random person kind of just over at the
16 | house especially wiwth ny wfe not there.
17 So | just saidit's easy to renmenber. | have
18 | young kids at the time too, so |I'mpretty good about
19 | renmenbering who | nmet and be good with faces, try to
20 | know your kids' friends' names. | think that speaks
21 |well of a parent to do that. So, | nmean, |'mtuned into
22 |those things, and I never net the woman. So | shared
23 |with Katie Benner, | said, | don't know who that is. |
24 | have never net her. W have never spoken, never texted,
25 | never had a phone conversation, not Facebook friends,
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1 |not Instagramfriends. | sure as hell don't have a

2 |money trail to her. | don't have any history with this
3 | human being at all. Never net her.

4 Q Did Ms. Benner show you pictures of "B" at this
5 |point in tinme?

6 A No.

7 Q Wien was the first time you were shown pictures
8 | of "AB"?

9 A | think sonebody gave nme the nanme, and | | ooked
10 |her up. Like ViickaSlaR °° fi ! think -- you can't

11 |even find her. You have to actually go find her porn

12 |star nanme or whatever it is.

13 Q Have you gotten paid the entire anount of the
14 |severance all 1.2 mllion?

15 A Yes.

16 Q And did you get paid 50,000 each nonth?

17 A Yes, | did.

18 Q So it would have been 450,000 in 2020, and then
19 | 600,000 in 2021, and 150,000 in 20227

20 A It sounds good to ne.

21 Q Does that sound right?

22 A | don't have pencils.

23 Q The severance agreenment says that you were to
24 |maintain Ballard' s health insurance until April 15,

25 | 20237
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1 A Yes.
2 Q Did that take place?
3 A Yes. Everything pertaining to that contract
4 | went as accordi ng.
5 Q Did you have any other benefits fromBallard
6 | after you voluntarily resigned?
7 A No.
8 (Exhi bit 101 was marked for identification.)
9 | BY MR PERKI NS:
10 Q The next exhibit will be 101, and this is
11 [the -- | think it's a Newsweek article then, Florida
12 | Politics article. | don't think it's fair, longtine
13 | Matt Gaetz associate resigns fromlobbying firmamd
14 | probe?
15 A | believe that is a Newsweek article.
16 Q And this is Dorworth one, you produced this.
17 Do you recognize this article?
18 A Sure.
19 Q It was published shortly after you resigned
20 | from Bal lard, correct?
21 A Yes. | don't know -- is that the conplete
22 | article.
23 Q It goes on to have your texts, your tweet is
24 | enbedded in there.
25 A Yeah.
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1 Q It looks |like there is a tweet fromyou fronf
2 A Yes.
3 Q And you posted it on the date that you
4 |resigned, April 9, 2021?
5 A Yes.
6 Q Friday. It says, | always |oved working for
7 | Ballard. Best boss, best coworkers, best clients. The
8 |current political environment is nasty, and as | told
9 |Brian, | didn't think it's fair for the recent nedia
10 |stormto take away fromtheir mssions. A classier or
11 | and nore affective group | couldn't inmagine.
12 Did I read that correctly?
13 A Yes.
14 Q And what's that nedia stormthat you're
15 |referring to there in your tweet?
16 A The fact that Joel decided to start trying to
17 |inplicate nyself and Matt Gaetz into his wong doings
18 |that led to the nmedia storm
19 Q Did you run this tweet by anyone before you
20 |posted it? Didyou run it by Brian Ballard?
21 A | doubt it. | can't tell you that positively,
22 | but, | nean, Brian, he would go to me to go wite the
23 |tweets. That was kind of part of ny conmmunication. So
24 |1 mght have sent it to himand said, Hey, are you cool
25 [wth this? | mght have posted it and said, Is this all
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1 |right? | can change it. | don't know, but, | nean, |
2 |don't think for a thing like that. That's kind of a
3 | personal nmessage. | don't think | would have had to get
4 | an approval for that. Also, what's he going to object
5 |to? It's not at exactly burning the ships.
6 Q O her than enmail, how woul d you comuni cate
7 |with Brian? Did you guys text?
8 A Phone.
9 Q Al phone calls, no texts?
10 A Ch, no, we text.
11 Q You text himtoo?
12 A Brian is one of those people who is a one-day
13 | Signal person.
14 Q And he resides in Tall ahassee?
15 A He's got -- | think -- | believe he's a Florida
16 |resident based out of Tallahassee. He has got a house
17 |in Austin, Texas, and a condo in New York Gty too --
18 |well, at least he did. | haven't talked to himabout
19 | his real estate holdings lately.
20 Q In the article it says that you left the
21 |l obbying firm because you didn't want press reports to
22 | harm t he conpany.
23 Do you see that?
24 A Yes.
25 Q And was that the New York Tines article that
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1 |you were referring to there? Because the day before you
2 | had just talked with Ms. Brenner, right?
3 A Dorworth confirmed to Florida Politics that he
4 | had very amcably left the | obbying firm because he
5 |didn't want press reports to harmthe conpany.
6 What's your question?
7 Q The press reports that you're referring to
8 |there, bad press reports --
9 A Yeah, there was a bona fide ton of press
10 | reports. There was the New York Tines, Tucker Carlson.
11 | I mean, for Tallahassee, Florida that's considered -- |
12 | nean, for any place. Any place in the world, that's a
13 | big deal.
14 Q Staying on Exhibit 101, page two of four it
15 | says, On Thursday Dorworth's nane was nentioned in a New
16 | York Tines article which reported that Joel G eenberg, a
17 | Gaetz associate and fornmer Ol ando county tax collector,
18 |is expected to plead guilty to charges related to the
19 |alleged scandal in a plea deal agreenent with federal
20 |investigators.
21 Then it goes on to say, Two unnaned people
22 |famliar with the inquiry told the Tines that
23 |investigators were told Gaetz and Dorworth had di scussed
24 |potentially putting a shamthird-party ballot forward in
25 |the 2020 state senate race to hinder the canpaign of an
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1 | opponent to Jason Brodeur, a Gaetz ally.
2 Did | read that correct?
3 A Yes.
4 Q Did you ever figure out who those unnaned
5 | peopl e were?
6 A | believe it was Joel and Abby, and it was a
7 |lie.
8 Q And why?
9 A Excuse ne.
10 Q What facts and circunstances | ead you to
11 |believe that it's Joel and Abby G eenberg that were the
12 | source of the article about the ghost political opponent
13 | for Jason Brodeur?
14 A Vell, first and forenost, that conversation
15 | never happened between ne and Matt Gaetz. So when --
16 | down the road a bit when Joel had sort of run out of al
17 |his options to |ie about people, try to get them charged
18 |with crines, when that didn't work and Joel finally got
19 | his sentence, at that point, I'm-- at that point in
20 |tine, he did the courthouse -- it was in the Sem nol e
21 | County courthouse. It was with FDLE, and it was with
22 | Stacy Sammons. | want to say it was |ike 117 pages or
23 | 122 pages. It was just chal ked full of absol ute BS.
24 It was kind of -- Joel clearly what happened is
25 | he had been hired -- he had hired -- for exanple, he
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1 |hired -- his famly hired Patricia Sigman who was the
2 | person who lost the denocratic race to be their
3 | enploynent attorney, and they did that |ike one nonth
4 | before Joel went in there. And Joel was an idiot.
5 | Nobody that ever listened to Joel G eenberg talk was
6 |like, We should get his thoughts on things, because he
7 |was known to be highly undisciplined. He had a big
8 |nmouth. He was stupid. | nean, he woul d nake bad
9 | decisions and get hinself dragged in the papers all the
10 |tine.
11 The idea that | woul d ever have any
12 | conversations -- anything that he detailed in that 122
13 | pages is just a pure work of absolute fiction, and it's
14 | funded by the G eenbergs who obviously hired Patricia
15 | Sigman to try to give some sort of internal color. But
16 || thought the entire thing cane off as Joel sounding as
17 | stupid and untuned as | generally think he is in person.
18 | But in that docunent he does say that he saw ne and Matt
19 | Gaetz tal king about this. So that is why | believe it
20 |was Joel Greenberg, and | think the person that woul d
21 [lie with himis Abby G eenberg because the G eenbergs
22 |pay her. That's why | think it was that way.
23 Q That is the only basis for your including Abby
24 |in there --
25 A No. Abby was very active with the press. She
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1 |would talk to Jose Pagliery at the Daily Beast. Abby

2 |was upset, and the first tine | ever met Joel G eenberg
3 |helike literally the first time | nmet him-- well, the
4 [first time | met himwas a the Trunp rally. The next

5 |tinme we net, | think we nmet for a cocktail, and the

6 |third thing out of his nouth was he had just -- he had

7 | an open marriage with his wife. Wich | kind of giggled
8 | at because | was like, who |eads wth this?

9 If this is the way that your |ife has worked

10 |out, that's okay. Do your own thing, but before the

11 | breadsticks get there, he's already saying, yeah, we're
12 |[in an open marriage. And I jokingly said, Well does

13 | Abby know that? And he said, Yeah, yeah. W're

14 |totally -- all those things. And then years |ater, Abby
15 |would get nmad at a girl she believed Joel had sex wth.
16 |1 don't know if she did or didn't. | have no firsthand
17 | know edge of that or even secondhand know edge.

18 But Abby then started bashing Ml Zanesia

19 |trashing her all around town because she did this. So,
20 | you know, Abby was a source to the Daily Beast about a
21 | bunch of stuff, and the journalist even texted ny wfe.
22 |1 think we provided that to you. Saying, like | can be
23 |trusted. It's very clear that the person who i s saying
24 |all this stuff is Abby probably at the behest of the

25 | Geenbergs. | don't know how it works. | just know she
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1 | does whatever they say because they pay for her life,
2 | and she's nore than happy to -- you know, to do whatever
3 | but just for the noney.
4 Q And what do you know about the G eenbergs
5 | paying for her life?
6 A Again, ny intel wth her stops when we
7 | stopped -- when Rebekah and her stopped being friends.
8 Q And when was that?
9 A That woul d have been a great question for
10 | Rebekah, but at sonme point in tinme Abby -- this
11 |narrative cane to be that Joel was really a victimin
12 |all this, and this is very classic Geenberg famly.
13 | They woul d say, well, you know, many peopl e have done
14 | these things, and Joel was just one of them |'mhere
15 |to warrant to you that is garbage. That is not true.
16 | Joel Greenberg did this stuff. He even did this stuff
17 | back to like 2012 to 2013 according to Joel, maybe
18 | before that. None of us were into this stuff. Nobody
19 |else had any of these things. | had just gotten married
20 |the year before. M wfe was pregnant. | was not into
21 |any sort of weird stuff. Joel was, and he was very open
22 |about it and Abby was. So they're just a very different
23 | bunch of people. | forgot what the question was.
24 Q You had nentioned that -- | asked you about
25 |when the friendship broke off with Abby G eenberg.
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1 A | think Abby was goi ng around, she was
2 |basically -- she had told Rebekah that she had never
3 | been happi er because the G eenbergs had bought her a
4 | house, and they had told her that she did not have to
5 |let Joel nmove into it with them And Abby and Joel are
6 | both kind of dysfunctional humans to start with. And so
7 |in a situation like that, it became a gane of will Abby
8 | let Joel nove into the house?
9 And at this point intinme, | think we were
10 |still talking. | think they were still friends. And
11 |they were still friends because when Joel went down
12 |there -- basically I think -- | don't knowthis for a
13 |fact, but |I'm about 95 percent sure happened, | know
14 |this because of the dates, and | |earned that from
15 | Rebekah was that they had said, we don't care if Joel
16 |nmoves in with you or not. That's your decision. You
17 | get to make that decision. You don't have to do it.
18 So then Joel and Abby get into this weird thing
19 |at the time -- this is just all so tabloid, and | hate
20 |telling it. The story's ridiculous. But Joel had
21 | persuaded to start having ses with one of the tax
22 | col l ector enpl oyees, a guy by the name of Sam Arnes.
23 |And Samis a very interesting guy. Like in the J6
24 |stuff, like he was the guy that wote the plan on howto
25 |take the Capitol. Just sort of very interesting things,
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1 | but she was having frequent sex with Sam Arnes, and Joel

2 |insisted that it be in front of Joel.

3 And Abby | guess at sonme point in tinme decided,

4 |no, | kind of like Sam so we're going to start having

5 | sex not around you. So then Joel would handl e that by

6 |doing things |ike cutting off her credit card and

7 |cutting off her cell phone, swapping out or simcard

8 | because that's just what these weird peopl e do.

9 But that happened, and then finally |eading up
10 |to the nove in date because they bought the house | want
11 |to say it was 600 grand, but ny nenory could be wong on
12 |that one but it was in the 600s. It was in that
13 | bal I park, and they had conmitted to doing $200,000 in
14 | renovations for Abby before she could nove in. So it
15 | becane that sort of weird thing where she's in a
16 |relationship but Joel's not mad but he wants to watch
17 | and she won't |et himwatch.

18 So finally she is going to nove in on Monday.
19 | On Thursday she goes and drops her kids at Sue and

20 | Andy' s house, and then heads south with a friend. Coes
21 |to Stuart where her nomwas. Joel, | think, probably

22 |figured out that the ganme was over, that on Monday his
23 |wfe and kids were noving to a new house, he woul d not
24 | be allowed there. |'msure he was aware of all of those
25 |things and nore or less realized that his life as he
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1 | knew it was probably over, junps in the car, breaks
2 |bail -- or breaks pretrial release or whatever it was.
3 | Goes down, shakes -- brakes into the nomlis house, does
4 |this. | have seen the video. |It's actually -- there is
5 |a video where the transcription is Abby saying, The only
6 (reason | live with himis his parents paid for ny house.
7 |It's a -- one of those things.
8 But there was a body cam where the cop was
9 |talking to Joel. Again, let nme paraphrase here. He
10 | said sonmething to the effect of, right now the US
11 | Marshal s have to flip a swtch. Wen that switch gets
12 |flipped, | don't have any choice but to take you into
13 | custody. Until that switch gets flipped, | can't take
14 | you into custody because who knows what is going on
15 | here. So you m ght want to go hone.
16 So then Joel junps in his car, drives back to
17 | Ol ando, takes all of your client's belongings, all of
18 | her shirts, pants, dresses, sweater, Burberry bags. It
19 |was a very extensive list. | renmenber when Rebekah
20 |relayed the story to nme. Took it out back, doused it in
21 | gasoline, and set it on fire.
22 Then there cane a cop standoff | guess because
23 | Abby figured out -- | don't know how this all happened,
24 | but | know there was a cop standoff. And at one point
25 |in time, Joel opened the front door and threw a bag of
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1 |what he clainmed to be nmunitions out of there. And |
2 |think the story as | heard it was John Mrgan, the trial
3 |lawer, and Dave Wbster tal ked himout and finally got
4 |himto sit hinself. So that's how it went.
5 Q You had nentioned a Jose fromthe Daily Beast?
6 A Yes.
7 Q And you said that you have reason to believe
8 |that Abby was corresponding with Jose fromthe Daily
9 | Beast ?
10 A. Yes.
11 Q What facts and circunstances --
12 MR. ANDRADE: | would just object if it
13 solicits any marital privilege comruni cati on between
14 ny client and his wife, but --
15 THE WTNESS: | don't think it does. | don't
16 mnd. Well, | nean, like all of the stories from
17 the Daily Beast paint Abby as like this -- like for
18 exanple, they called the girl an escort. | don't
19 think she was an escort. | think these were all
20 terms and these were things that Abby decided to do
21 because she was nmd.
22 | BY MR PERKINS:
23 Q Call who an escort?
24 A In the Daily Beast story it refers to -- you
25 | know, | think there is a commercial out right now about
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1 | Gaetz that says, According to unknown sources two -- you
2 | know |i ke people said that Matt did cocaine wth an

3 |escort. Well, like the people in that room| think were
4 | Matt, Abby, and the girl, Mkl Ziomesdl: Vo she woul d
5 |later share wth Rebekah she did not |ike because she

6 | found out that she believes -- and | don't know if it's
7 |true or not -- that Mgl had had sexual

8 |relations with her husband.

9 O course, you know, they were in an open

10 | marriage but that sort of got -- she tried to rewite
11 |that later after everything happened to make it seem

12 |like she was a victimin all this. And I think she was
13 |just a participant in the lifestyle,.

14 Q And what other facts and circunstances |ead you
15 |to believe that Abby was talking wth the Daily Beast

16 | about these events?

17 A | mean, referencing people that you trust.

18 | Again, | think I provided it to you, but all of the

19 |Daily Beast articles were highly reflective of Abby

20 | Greenberg's view of reality which is not reality. You
21 | know, it was Abby's way of saying, Onh, they were doing
22 |this and that, and | believe that she's just part of

23 |this thing. | think the G eenbergs -- and again, Andy
24 | Greenberg was hell bent on getting his son out of jail.
25 | And when it becane no | onger sonething he could do via
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1 | legal channels, the entire goal -- we don't have to

2 |question this because, again, M. Scheller is in the

3 | news saying, Matt's going to be nore scared, and we want
4 | nore people to get prosecuted. And it doesn't even

5 | occur to anybody that Joel |ies about everything. And
6 |it's like, oh, well now he is telling the truth. It's
7 |just amazing to ne the Greenberg famly is perpetually
8 |wlling to believe that Joel is not |lying when all he

9 |ever does is lie.

10 Q You had nmentioned that there is a -- a story
11 | about Matt Gaetz doing cocaine with an escort.

12 A Yes.

13 Q And you said the only other person in the room
14 |with those two was Abby G eenberg.

15 What are you referring to there?

16 A | think there was a party after a Lincoln Day,
17 |and ny wife and | were there. Randal Hunt and his wfe
18 |were there. | never saw any cocaine there. Although
19 |guess they said that was in the bathroom but | nean,

20 |like, Abby and Mggili§ were there, and none of the other
21 | peopl e said anything. It was all Abby. She's the one
22 |that said it.

23 Q Have you seen Matt Gaetz do cocai ne before?

24 A | have never seen Matt Gaetz do cocai ne before.
25 Q This 117-page docunent you are referring to,
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1 |what is that called?
2 A It's a good -- let's come up with a nanme for it
3 |now | guess it would be the jail house testinony of
4 | Joel Geenberg --
5 Q The jail house transcript?
6 A The jail house transcript of Joel Geenberg with
7 | Stacey Sammons, | believe the guy from FDLE s nane was
8 | Troy Cope, T-ROY, CGCOP-E And | think M. Scheller
9 |was there on behalf of M. G eenberg.
10 Q And that is attached to your anended verified
11 | conpl aint?
12 A It is. The last | checked, they were still not
13 |un-redacting it, although I think we probably need to
14 [ follow up on that.
15 Q And when did you first becone aware of that
16 |transcript?
17 A Wien it was rel eased as part of the prosecution
18 | of Ben Paris.
19 Q And who gave it to you?
20 A | believe a journalist.
21 Q Do you recall a rough tinmeframe that you becamne
22 |aware of that transcript?
23 A | don't know the date, but | can tell you
24 | exactly what was going on. |t was the week before Ben
25 |Paris had his trial for whatever that was.
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1 Q Goi ng back now to [Exhibit 101 that we have up
2 |on the screen. There is a few nore quotes that | want
3 |to ask you about in this article. On page three of
4 |four, M. Dorworth, you say, | never net the woman who
5 (did run, Dorworth added, never spoke to her,
6 | communi cated by any witten device, gave her noney, or
7 | anyt hing el se.
8 Do you see that there?
9 A Yes.
10 Q |s that referring to Jestine lannotti?
11 A Yes.
12 Q And is it true that you never net her?
13 A No.
14 Q Never comunicated with her?
15 A No, | was specifically asked by one of ny very
16 |best friends in the world to stay clear of this. Now, I
17 |didn't want to -- these are not fun things to do. |
18 |didn't want to do it in the first place, but | was nore
19 |than happy just do say, yep, sounds good to ne. So |
20 | never net her, never had anything to do with any of her
21 | canpai gn.
22 Q Jason Brodeur --
23 A Directly or indirectly.
24 Q Jason Brodeur is your best friend?
25 A One of ny best friends, yes, for 29 years.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 124 of 389 PagelD 3097

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 122

1 Q So it is your testinony that Ms. lannotti would
2 | not be in your phone contacts?

3 A Yes.

4 Q And it is your testinony that you have never

5 | communicated with her via text, email, or any other way?
6 A | will be as expansive as | could be. | have

7 | never conmuni cated with her witten, oral, or nessenger
8 | pi geon, smoke signals. | have never had any

9 | conmuni cation wth her.

10 Q In the race with Jason Brodeur and Patricia

11 | Sigman, that took place in Novenber of 20207?

12 A Yes.

13 Q And do you recall when Jestine got involved in
14 | that race?

15 A | mean, | don't recall, but I can inpute. |

16 | mean, | know the qualifying is typically -- just say

17 | from back in napkin purposes, probably the third week of
18 | June. So probably |ike June 20th when she got in -- al
19 | the stuff happened, but | don't know the exact date.
20 | And | wasn't paying a particular anbunt of attention to
21 |her. Otentinmes, | nean, | think like if you | ook at
22 |the race in South Florida, if you kind of use that as a
23 | paradigmfor this new existence of things, they had two
24 | peopl e who had the exact same sounding nane, literally
25 | Rodriguez. It was an NPA naned Rodriguez, a denocr at
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1 | naned Rodriguez, and a Republican who | don't remenber
2 |who was in that race.
3 But the point is it was -- the simlarities
4 | were such where a reasonabl e person could | ook and
5 | think, okay, Rodriguez versus Rodriguez, which one do |
6 |like? And maybe have sone | anguage barrier, who knows;
7 | but Brodeur -- what's the -- Patricia Sigman, and
8 | Jestine lannotti, | don't think there is any simlarity
9 |in the Jestine lannotti. | don't really -- | didn't
10 |[find that, so | was like, well, that's odd; but again,
11 | people run for office. They run as an NPA. They do
12 |it -- there is just all sorts of things. So it's not --
13 || nmean, it happens all the tine, but | have never net
14 | her.
15 (IExhi bit 102 was marked for identification.)
16 | BY MR PERKI NS:
17 Q The next exhibit here wll be 102. These are
18 | some interrogatory answers that were given in this case
19 [to Andrew and Susan G eenberg. Now, keeping on the
20 |thene of Ballard, | wanted to ask you a question about
21 | your answer to interrogatory nunber six on page four of
22 | ten here.
23 Do you see that up on the screen?
24 A Yes.
25 Q And these are your interrogatory answers,
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1 |correct?
2 A Yes.
3 Q Ckay. And you state in 2023 you had a
4 | discussion with Brian Ballard about rejoining Ballard
5 | Partners; is that right?
6 A | don't really Iike the way that's
7 | characterized, but it's nostly right. | talked to him
8 | about ny future, and we tal ked briefly about potentially
9 | nme noving back -- going back to Ballard. He said that
10 | he wanted to talk with his coworkers to see -- just
11 |basically talk to everybody el se to nmake sure -- and a
12 |lot of that, by the way, we like Chris or we don't I|ike
13 [ Chris. | think it's nore there is a critical mass of
14 | business in the firm and if | cone back, it's not |ike
15 |there is all of a sudden a new swot of business that
16 |just shows with ne.
17 So it would probably necessarily invol ve other
18 | peopl e' s conpensation being affected. And so if you
19 |want to chat wth himabout that, he did, cane back and
20 |said to, man, everybody in the firmwanted ne back, was
21 |excited for it, but that the inn was full and that |
22 |woul d basically start rebuilding ny professional
23 | practice fromscratch.
24 Q Who brought up the idea of you com ng back?
25 |Was it sonething that you reached out to Brian and
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1 |l ooked into or --
2 A It was quite literally a conversation of what
3 |are you up to? Because at that point in time, we had
4 |some -- we had the conpletion of the federal case, and
5 |think it was nore of a check-in. | nean, | had gone and
6 |over a period of nine years a very extensive client
7 |roster that got taken fromnme in a day and to go back
8 |and get it was going to take several years.
9 Q Was this discussion over the phone?
10 A The first time | saw himwas in -- actually was
11 |in Tallahassee. | cane back to go visit himin his
12 |office, and the second tinme was on the phone. A follow
13 | up conversation.
14 Q So it was over the course of two conversations?
15 A Yes.
16 Q And if you had cone back, your guaranteed
17 | conpensation woul d be between 180 and $200, 000?
18 A | nean, the word guaranteed is yours. The way
19 |Ballard Partners works is you assign fee credits based
20 |on client work. So say hypothetically you bring a
21 |client in for $10,000, you get a certain percentage of
22 |that. Brian, as the head of the firm has the right to
23 |take sone of your fee credits and give it to other
24 | people. So there is multiple people covering it, what
25 |you intend to do is if | brought a client in, they
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1 |were -- if | brought a client in, he mght take sone of
2 |ny fee credits and give it to sonebody el se, but then he
3 |would take sone of theirs and give it to me. So you
4 'made a little bit nore noney, but it was nore work.
5 Q VWll, when | | ooked at your -- the pay slips
6 |[fromBallard, it |ooks |ike you had been getting |ike
7 | $300,000 a year. That is kind of what | would cal
8 | guaranteed conpensation, and the rest was bonuses.
9 A | understand what you're saying. So it's not
10 |really the way -- that's not the way it works. It
11 |wasn't a guaranteed anything. That was the draw. And
12 |so if the theoretically I think my bonus -- ny base was
13 | 300, and that was through your nonthly paycheck.
14 Q You got 12,500 tw ce a nonth?
15 A. Tw ce a nonth.
16 Q And how was your draw set? Was it set |ike --
17 A Vell, if | made -- and | never did this, but if
18 |1 ever nmade |l ess than $300,000, I would have had to pay
19 |it back. | don't think it was -- | think like the
20 |first -- | nean, the first 300 | want to say it was sort
21 |of like to me, and then after that there was an
22 | overheard nunber which was about 4,000 a nonth, would be
23 |32, 33 a nonth. And then fromthere, there was a share
24 |where Brian got -- it was all basically a fornula. But
25 |[the way it practically worked was Brian had it al

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 129 of 389 PagelD 3102

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 127

1 |worked out. And | bring in clients, and there would be
2 | certain issues.

3 | nean, a lot of [obbying is very politician

4 |and issue specific. |If there is sonebody that you know
5 |who have a good rel ationship with sonebody el se and they
6 | need your help, and that is the case for ne. | nean, |
7 | don't know everybody in the town. | know a | ot of

8 | people there, but there are certain -- for exanple, the
9 | Departnment of Transportation. Ballard probably has the
10 | best practice for that in the state of Florida.

11 So people at ny firm |1'mgood at DOT stuff,

12 | but there are people who woul d be better. So | mght go
13 [to them and say, | have this client. Let's go ahead and
14 |work on that together. So it's based on a fee credit

15 | share arrangement. And the key is -- I'd liken it to

16 |farmng. You know, you plant the seeds, the crops grow
17 | up, you gather them And, you know, what this was to ne
18 |[was | went froma place where | was generating over a

19 {mllion dollars a year to being -- it's like, all right,
20 | basically back to scratch. And Brian -- | think the
21 | nunber woul d have been under 200 for the first year.
22 Q When were your draws set? So if they were
23 | going to say, Hey, you're going to get 300,000 this year
24 |in draws, 12,500 tw ce a nonth, when would that be done?
25 A | only had two ever -- draw salaries
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1 | negotiations ever. Wwen | first got there it was 13 a
2 |month, and then 2019 it went to 25 a nonth.
3 Q Right. It was 156,000 year, and then it bunped
4 |to 300,000 a year, correct?
5 A But | never -- there was a never -- | don't
6 | know -- the truth is | don't know what woul d happen
7 | because it never happened where -- like by the time |
8 | bunped ny base to three, a big part of that was nmy book
9 |was so big that you woul d never get bel ow $300, 000.
10 Q But that was set in advance of that cal endar
11 |year, right? Correct, like in Decenber perhaps you
12 |would cone in --
13 A No. This was not a very -- there is no HR
14 | There was an HR, but the person you had a conversation
15 (with was him And | think at sone point in tinme, | was
16 | li ke, Hey, man, | understand when we had a $13, 000 base
17 |the draw d-- guaranteed anount, whatever -- for the
18 |[first two years it was guaranteed. So when | first took
19 |the job in say Decenber 1, 2012, through -- so | think
20 | maybe it was 18 nonths, whatever it was, nmaybe 18 nonths
21 | guaranteed, and there was 360 a year. That was the
22 |total conpensation was. After that, it was just ny base
23 |salary plus quarterly true ups for amounts. It was
24 | based on fee credits.
25 Q And when |I'mlooking at this interrogatory
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1 |answer and | see 180 to 200,000, that would have been

2 |your draw?

3 A No, that's -- before that woul d have been the

4 | case. This -- yeah, | nean, it probably woul d have been
5 |taken in the formof sonething |ike that. W never got
6 |to the point of negotiations. It was like is this

7 | guaranteed, we have to pay that out. W never got to

8 |that. It was just basically |like, Hey, you have to

9 |start back and rebuild this. He said, You know what

10 | goes into this.

11 Q And at the time, you believe you could have

12 | made nore noney outside of Ballard?

13 A No. At the tinme, | don't know. | don't know
14 |if | would -- | nean, | haven't -- | make 15,000 a nonth
15 | right now, so | don't know that it would be nore noney.
16 | You know, it's a different lifestyle. Wen you work at
17 |a firm the first time through, | had a | ot of respect
18 |for ny peers and for nmy peers. It was a very good

19 |working environnent. | felt truly loved when | had to
20 |l eave. People called ne, and people were very upset and
21 |it was a big deal to the firm It was -- and |'mjust
22 |like | had nothing to do with this stuff. | have no
23 |idea how I'meven dragged into it.
24 And so the conversation would have been with
25 | Brian, and we never got to a point where | was saying
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1 |like, Hey -- | don't even know what a 200, 000 breakdown
2 |would be. 16,600 a nonth or sonething like that. So |
3 |think that would be -- | think basically the idea was |
4 |was going to have to start fromscratch, which this was
5 | ny inpression of what scratch was based on the
6 | conversation, and we would have to go fromthere.
7 Q What do you currently do for a living?
8 A Lobbyi ng.
9 Q |s that the two clients --
10 A O not | obbying, consulting.
11 Q That's the two clients we tal ked about ?
12 A Yes.
13 Q And is it your testinony that you' re making
14 | about 15,000 a nonth right now?
15 Yes.
16 Q What are your current earnings in 20247
17 A 15, 000 a nont h.
18 Q 15K a nont h?
19 A Rebekah | eft her job as the president of her
20 | conpany | ast year, that obviously -- we had -- she had a
21 |very -- | don't think | can talk about it, but she got a
22 |very nice payout. That eased up a |lot of the pressure
23 |in that regard.
24 Q She got a severance or sonething?
25 A Yes.
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1 Q And that's a confidential anmount?

2 A Yes.

3 Q And the 15K cones fromthe two clients we

4 | previously discussed; is that right?

5 A Yes.

6 Q Not hi ng el se, no other sources; is that right?
7 A That is correct.

8 Q What about 2023? Wsat were your earnings from
9 | 20237

10 A | haven't done ny taxes for '23 yet. | still
11 | have to get those out. Not rmuch. | want to say

12 | whatever | got paid to finish out the severance plus

13 | maybe |like two or three nonths, a nonth or two of

14 | Taxpayers Agai nst |nsurance of Bad Faith.

15 Q And when do you plan to file your tax return
16 |for 20237

17 A VWl |, before the end of August. Hopefully

18 | Septenber. Hopefully by Septenber 1st.

19 Q What were your earnings in 20227
20 A It woul d have been the 50 fromBallard every
21 |month. That was it. | think I nade $50, 000 from one
22 | other client.
23 Q What was the nane of that client?
24 A | don't remenber the name of the client, but it
25 |was a devel opnent issue over in Wnter Springs. |t
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1 |would be an LLC kind of thing.
2 Q And have you filed your tax returns for 2022?
3 A No. Those are both getting done right now
4 Q Ckay. And do you anticipate that one in
5 | Septenber as wel | ?
6 A | hope so.
7 Q So those two need to be filed?
8 A Yes.
9 (Exhibit 103 was marked for identification.)
10 | BY MR PERKINS:
11 Q All right. The next exhibit here would be 103.
12 | This is your 2021 tax return.
13 Do you see that up on the screen?
14 A | do.
15 Q And on this page we have a reference to the
16 | 140,217 in incone there?
17 A Yes. It's blocked on ny screen, but | can see
18 | it on that one.
19 Q Ckay. And that would have cane from Ball ard,
20 |correct?
21 A Correct.
22 Q Ckay. And then if | go down to page ten of
23 |this tax return, here | have this CED Strategies, LLC
24 Do you see that?
25 A Yes.
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1 Q And what is CED Strategies, LLC?

2 A It's a holding conpany, LLC, that | have that |

3 | have done consulting work over the years and purchased

4 |land and other things. Sort of ny catchall conpany.

5 Q Are you the managi ng nmenber of that?

6 A | am

7 Q A sol e nenber?

8 A No.

9 Q  LLC?

10 A. No.

11 Q Who' s the ot her menber?

12 A Rebekah.

13 Q Just two nenbers?

14 A | think we m ght have -- yeah, | think so.

15 Q Hol di ng conpany in the business of doing what?

16 A Wll, again, | do all ny principal business

17 | through ny LLCs. CED Strategies was a nother ship for a

18 |long period of time, but it owms a piece of land that is
19 |worth several mllion dollars over in Oviedo. You know,
20 |1 do consulting init. | purchased and bought and sold
21 |and tracts of land. | bought it from buyers, and sold
22 |it to hone builders. So that conpany's, it's been doing
23 | many things.

24 Q And it |ooks |ike you have put the severance

25 |amount from Bal l ard, that 450, on your inconme for CED
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1 |Strategies; is that correct?
2 A | did whatever -- | had the sane accountant
3 |since 2004, and he had a very nmssive stroke, was no
4 |longer able to function. So | went to -- it's a pretty
5 |sinple return, so | went down to the -- not Turbo Tax,
6 | but the green -- anyway, just a guy in the strip center.
7 | So, yeah, whatever -- | gave himall the stuff, and he
8 |did it this way.
9 Q What was the nane of the accountant that had
10 | the stroke?
11 A Pop Scott.
12 Q And where was his |ocation?
13 A O nmond Beach.
14 Q And is he still alive?
15 A | don't believe he's functional. | think
16 |he's -- he had a very, very nassive stroke; and then
17 |after that, he could -- he -- his mnd was okay, but I
18 |think it was very |labored for himwhen he talked. You
19 | see sonebody that just struggles. And from what |
20 | heard, he had another health incident, but I'mnot privy
21 |to his current health care.
22 Q Who is your current accountant that you're
23 |working on with your taxes for 2022 and 20237
24 A Mar ci a Babi one.
25 Q And where she is geographically | ocated?
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1 A O | ando.
2 Q And w Il she be filing the '22, '23 tax returns
3 |on your behal f?
4 A Yes.
5 Q And do you have any idea how you're going to
6 |claimthe 600,000 in severed paynents that were made by
7 |Ballard in 2022 on your taxes?
8 A | do not.
9 Q What about in 2023, the $150,000 worth of
10 | severance paynents? Any idea howthat is going to be
11 | cl ai ned?
12 A Again, |I'mnot an accountant. | hire
13 |accountants. | rely upon themfor their advice and
14 | counsel, and | will rely upon themfor their advice and
15 | counsel.
16 Q Do you know why the Ballard paynents of 450, 000
17 |in 2021 was reported on the profit and | oss statenent of
18 | CED Strategi es and not your own personal ?
19 A | would -- | rely upon the person who did the
20 |taxes, but | think -- and again, | don't know. Probably
21 |what | told themwas, this was nmy hol ding conpany. It
22 |is where all ny stuff goes, but that would -- | don't
23 | know. | would just follow whatever the accountant told
24 |me. There's -- | don't glean a benefit fromdoing it
25 |one way or the other. | don't think there would be sone
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1 |particular benefit to that.

2 Q You did have significant [osses fromCED in

3 | 2021, correct?

4 A Yes.

5 Q So it looks like if you netted it out, then you

6 | had 289, 649 for an incone.

7 Do you see that?

8 A Yes.

9 Q When you | eft Ballard, your nonthly draw was --
10 | you have two paynents of 12,500 twice a nonth and 25, 000
11 | a nonth?

12 A | don't -- yeah, it was either 25 once a nonth
13 |or 12,500 twice a nonth. | don't renenber. | know we
14 | got quarterly bonuses the first of every quarter.

15 Q And how were you bonuses cal cul ated? Ws there
16 | sone type of objective fornula?

17 A That's what | was telling you about was it's

18 |the fee credits. You show up -- | nean, the |anguage of
19 | our agreement with Brian basically said that you trust
20 |Brian, bring the clients, he is the president, and you
21 |sort of -- and the way that would function, Jason, is he
22 |woul d say like, Do you have this, or, Do you need hel p?
23 And a lot of tines, yeah, | can do it, but |

24 |just don't feel like dealing with it. So |I would give
25 | sone fee credits to sonebody else. And again, Brian had
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1 |avery -- | don't think we have ever |ost anybody in

2 |that firmis history for -- you know, to nake nore noney

3 | sonewhere else. He is very good about it, very fair,

4 | and never had had an issue, never had anything. So you

5 |bring inthe credits, and it -- listen, there would be

6 |sone tinmes you'd be like this doesn't seemright. He'd

7 |say, Let's break it open, get the paperwork out, and

8 |look at all your fee credits.

9 Alot of tinmes -- a fewtinmes | was |ike, Hey,
10 [man, | don't think I"mgetting paid everything | should
11 | be, and then we would find out one of nmy clients hadn't
12 |paid a bill on time or sonething like that. So there
13 |would just be little things like that, but it was very
14 |rare. And again, | think in the nine or ten years |
15 |worked for the guy, | think we m ght have had that
16 | conversation three or four tinmes. And it was al nost
17 | al ways about sonething that, oh, that's what's going on.
18 | There was no -- | nmean, he was very fair, and | don't
19 | know anyone that has ever worked for himthat said
20 | anyt hing el se.

21 To answer your specific question, it was al
22 | done based on fee credits. And a lot of it was -- you
23 | know, again, if you signed a contract for a certain

24 | amount of noney, sonetinmes he would go to you and say,
25 | okay, listen, this is going to take a | ot of work.
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1 |[W're going to give two people $3,000 worth of fee

2 |credits each, but then sonmehow sonme way |'d wi nd up

3 |getting sone nore fromsonebody. It was just always --

4 |it's a bizarre thing. | can just only tell you there

5 |was never a problem It was always very good, always

6 | worked well for ne.

7 Q WAs there any type of conpensation conmttee,

8 |or was it all Brian decided?

9 A No. And there is no bonuses either. There is
10 |no -- I'msorry, like no end of year bonus, no Christnas
11 | gift or anything like that. H's thing is you should
12 | know what you're going to nake based on what your
13 |clients are and what your client roster is. It was a
14 | very transparent thing. | nean, everybody -- pretty
15 | nuch everybody in the entire firm if you were working
16 |there, you are probably smart enough to know, okay, |
17 | have this client and this nmuch in fee credits.

18 (IExhi bit 104 was marked for identification.)

19 | BY MR PERKI NS:

20 Q The next exhibit will be the Ballard pay slips
21 | here, 104. These were produced by Ballard in response
22 |to our subpoena, and I'mjust going to wal k through your
23 | compensation for your history at Ballard here.

24 Have you -- you're famliar with these

25 | docunent s?
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1 A |* m not.
2 Q Ckay. You're aware that we subpoenaed thenf
3 A Yeah, | know what they're are, but |'m not
4 |[famliar. | have never seen this document before. It
5 |says attorney's eyes only, so | guess you wouldn't give
6 |that to ne.
7 Q W can because you're a witness --
8 A But I'mjust saying | haven't seen it which
9 |would seem atypical, but | usually read all ny
10 | paperworKk.
11 Q So we have the -- the way I'mreading this is
12 |for 2013, | have 156,000 in which I'Il call base
13 | conpensation and 189,000 in bonuses for a collective
14 |total of 345,000; is that correct?
15 A VWll, it should have been 360, so that's the
16 |only thing I'"'mhaving a bit of a nonment with.
17 Q And why do you say it should have been 3607
18 A Because | think ny guarantee for the first 18
19 | nmonths was 30,000 a nonth. So, yeah, | feel like you're
20 | mssing a $15,000 unit in there somewhere, but --
21 | because what he would do is | would get ny normal 13, 000
22 |a nonth, and then in the quarterly bonus | woul d get
23 | whatever the reconciliation was to 90. So it should
24 | have been 65, 65 twice a nonth, and then Iike a $51, 000
25 | hit at the quarter | think. That is how | renenber it
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1 | being, but it doesn't really -- yeah, it seens a little
2 |off but not alot. It's just that -- fromJanuary to
3 | Decenber --oh, there's a week -- there is another
4 |week -- well, no, because 12/20 woul d be the end of
5 |the -- | don't know what to tell you about that.
6 Q You think it should be 360 though?
7 A |'mvery sure that's what the deal was. Again,
8 |what | don't know is nmaybe sonme of this went sonmewhere
9 |else. You know, | think health care was paid for out
10 [of -- it's a mystery, | don't know, but, yeah, it should
11 | have been 360.
12 Q Ckay. MNow, if | go to page 23, here |'ve got
13 | the 2014 returns.
14 Do you see that?
15 A Yeah.
16 Q And | have again 156,000 in what |I'Il call base
17 | conpensation, and then 134,200 for bonuses, quarterly
18 | bonuses.
19 Do you see that?
20 A Yeah.
21 Q For a collective total of 292,200. |Is it your
22 |testinmony it was still guaranteed at this point?
23 A No, it was 18 nonths that it was guaranteed
24 |from and that started from Decenber 1lst -- and ny
25 |theory behind it was that as a forner legislator, | was
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1 | banned from | obbying the legislature for the next two
2 |legislative sessions. So | think the deal | cut with
3 |Brian was at the time -- | think that m ght have been
4 |right before they changed it to -- the session now ends
5 |in early March. Back then it was May. So | think ny
6 |theory was Decenber 1st through May, at that point in
7 |time, | should be good, and Brian agreed with that. So
8 |it would have stopped in May of that year.
9 Q So is this an accurate depiction then --
10 A. Yes.
11 Q -- of your conpensation for 2014?
12 A Agai n, Jason, | can't speak to that because the
13 |first one doesn't look right so I'mnot going to warrant
14 |that that's all right. It |ooks generally speaking
15 | right because ny incone went down a little bit because
16 | of the expressway stuff.
17 Q And that expressway stuff was the public
18 | records --
19 A Yes.
20 Q And then we go then up to 2015 here. | have
21 | agai n 156, 000 on page 22 of 35. 156,000 base
22 | conmpensation, $112,175 in bonuses for a collective total
23 | of 268,1757?
24 A Again, '13 and '14 were the expressway stuff,
25 | so yeah
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1 Q So that sounds right?

2 A Agai n, not warranting these nunbers are right

3 | because the one | have firsthand know edge of is not

4 |right, but it |ooks ballpark right.

5 Q Page 21 getting into 2016, it |ooks |iKke,

6 | agai n, your base conpensation was 156, and then you had
7 | bonuses of 182,398.59, a collective total 338, 398.59?

8 A Sounds about right.

9 Q And then in 2017, your incone goes up. It

10 |l ooks like for 2019 your salary again.

11 Can you read that?

12 A No.

13 Q 156 here?

14 A Yeah, that would be about -- yeah.

15 Q And bonuses are $553,228.64. Do you see that?
16 A Yes.

17 Q For a collective total for 709,228.64; is that
18 | correct?

19 A Yes.
20 Q What happened in 2017 where it caused such an
21 | increase?
22 A | nmean, honestly, the nore appropriate question
23 |is what happened in 2014 and '13 that kind of led to the
24 | problem and it was when you are a nenber of a | obbying
25 |[firmand you go through a public investigation, even if
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1 | you get charged with a m sdeneanor that -- and the judge
2 |says in there that you're the first person in the

3 |history of the United States of America to ever be

4 |charged with this kind of crine as a private citizen, it
5 |still takes sone tine to sweat it off. And there is

6 |still people saying, oh, you have to do this.

7 | think it would have been a | ot nore than that
8 |alot faster if it had not been for the expressway

9 |stuff. But the answer is that during the canpaign of

10 | Ron Desantis, | was very involved. And after he got

11 |elected, | was viewed as one of the people in the town
12 | who was probably -- | was tasked with | eadi ng key

13 | negotiations on big things, and with that is going to

14 | come a | ot nore noney.

15 Q Now, when you were involved in this Expressway
16 |Authority investigation and the public records issue,

17 | did you contenplate resigning from Ball ard?

18 A No.

19 Q Wiy not? What was the distinction of what
20 | happened here versus what happened with the public
21 |records request and the Sunshi ne | aw?
22 A Vell, in one of them there was a m sdeneanor
23 | charge where they basically said | was nore or |ess
24 |conspiring to commt the Sunshine Law which was clearly
25 |ridiculous. | nean, it was people who | ooked at ne --
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1 |like really people who do not like ne are like this is
2 |really odd that you would punish soneone for this. It's
3 |very personal. The guy -- the prosecutor and I, we had
4 |a pretty big feud, and I wound up -- he was -- it was a
5 |very personal thing, and he is a destructive, horrible
6 | human being and did this and charged ny wife with a
7 |crime which was just conpl ete nonsense and then dropped
8 |the charges just a few weeks later. H's whole role was
9 |just to cost her her job.
10 But, | nmean, when you go through things Iike
11 |that, it reflects on you. |If you're asking why that
12 {wouldn't do it, well, I mean, that was done during the
13 | course of ny job. | represented HNTB. | had clients
14 |who were in the space. So it was a ridiculous claim
15 [I'msure if it had been a felony or something, it would
16 | have been a different outcome, but it was -- you know,
17 |it was a m sdeneanor charge.
18 It was equivalent | think to |ike whatever the
19 |l owest |evel of m sdeneanor was. | nean, it was |like a
20 | 60 days maximumthing, and -- but it still does damage.
21 | Nowhere near as nmuch damage as being accused of being
22 |involved in statutory rape does. | don't think I have
23 |to explain that, but, |I nean, the size and scope of this
24 |is nuch larger. And the Olando Sentinel and Channel 9
25 |caring about this is very different than the New York
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1 | Tinmes and the Washington Post and the Wall Street
2 | Journal .
3 Q Wio was the prosecutor that brought the --
4 A Jeff Ashton.
5 Q All right. Let's go on to 2018 here.
6 A | thought we were just on 2018.
7 Q W did 2017.
8 A Got it.
9 Q All right. Can you see the 2017 nunbers here?
10 A Sure.
11 Q All right. And we have a salary of 156, 0007?
12 A Yes.
13 Q And t hen bonuses of 433, 183. 30?
14 A Yes.
15 Q And then we have a collective total of
16 | 589, 182. 30, correct?
17 A Yes.
18 Q Does that sound accurate to you for 20187
19 A Not to be difficult with you, but, again, it
20 | |1 ooks about right, but | do not warrant that this is
21 |totally correct. The one thing that | do have a
22 | firsthand know edge of | don't think has got it right.
23 Q And that is the $15,000 off the first year?
24 A Yeah.
25 Q Let's nove on to page 11 of this docunent,
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records for 2019. You have a salary of 300,000 there
for your draw?

A Yes.

Q And then bonuses of 941, 850.35. Do you see

A Yes.
Q Does that sound correct for your conpensation
for 20197

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P
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A Yes, and | was also partner with Brian in a

10 | medi cal nmarijuana deal and nade sonme noney off of that.
11 Q Was that reflected in this?

12 A No, it was separate.

13 Q What was the entity that you were involved in
14 |in that regard?

15 A It was one of the nurseries that became a

16 | medi cal marijuana di spensary.

17 Q And were you a managi ng nenber or LLC nenber?
18 A No. | was just a guy that was associated with
19 |the governor's office to issue the permts.

20 Q And how nuch noney did you nmake off that deal ?
21 A It was several -- | don't renenber the exact
22 |amount. |t got nmessed up because the price of nedical
23 | marijuana licenses took a big hit, so a series of

24 |factors. But | think the deal that we wound up

25 |originally agreeing to contenplated -- again, this is
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1 |going to ballpark. | had ten percent of it, so it was
2 |going to be like $18 million cash. $18 mllion in a
3 |note that was personally guaranteed by the famly that
4 |was buying it, and then give or take $18 nmillion in
5 | stock, but you couldn't trade the stock for a period of
6 (tine. So you were awarded stock, but you had to hold
7 |it. And at the tine, we were awarded -- and pl ease
8 |forgive ne if | get this fractionally wong, but | think
9 |you'll get the gist. | think the stock was maybe |ike
10 | $2. 15 a share when we got it. But by the day you could
11 |actually sell it, it was a penny share. So that lead to
12 |a restructuring of the deal because we didn't really
13 |want to have anything to do wth that, but the people
14 | agreed to other things and said they we weren't going to
15 |pay us. So we wound up getting out of it. | think I
16 | made about two and a half or $3 mllion.
17 Q And in 2019 your base salary went up, al nost
18 | doubl ed, correct?
19 A Yes.
20 Q It went from 156 to 300, 000
21 A Yeah, but at the time | was the only | obbyi st
22 |that was involved in debate prep for Ron Desantis. |
23 |was the -- Matt Gaetz was in the mddle of his
24 |transition. Mst -- nuch of that transition was carried
25 |out on ny back patio, and we would identify and research
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1 | good people for various jobs. And I wasn't involved in

2 |all of it, but I was just very involved and had a | ot of

3 |friends throughout there. So it would have been an

4 |optimal, peek earning time for ne.

5 Q And that was your best year ever at Ballard,

6 |correct?

7 A Yes.

8 Q 2019? If you go to page seven of 35 of the

9 |PDF, it looks like your salary remained the sane, the

10 | base salary in 2020, 300,000, correct?

11 A Yes. But | renenber -- | think this is the

12 |year that | got nost of the noney fromthe weed.

13 Q From the marijuana deal ?

14 A Yeah.

15 Q Ckay. And then your bonuses went to

16 | 406, 233. 75, correct?

17 A, Right.

18 Q For a collective total of 706, 233.75?

19 A Again, | can't warrant that. That's -- this is

20 |the first time that | have seen this, but it sounds

21 | about right.

22 Q So you had one year over the course of your

23 |career at Ballard where your conpensation exceeded a

24 |mllion dollars, correct?

25 A Wll, | had commssion. | had several years of
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1 |it. There is the Ballard W2 noney, and then there was
2 | the noney that came fromthe deal.
3 Q Fromthe marijuana?
4 A And that canme in an increnment of mllion, a
5 mllion, and maybe | think after that there was smaller
6 | anounts. | don't renenber-
7 Q WAs the marijuana noney paid through Ballard?
8 A Not through the firm no. Ballard owned ten
9 | percent of it, | owned ten percent of it.
10 Q So it was paid outside of the Ballard payroll?
11 A Yeah.
12 Q So strictly looking at the Ballard payroll, you
13 | had one year where you nade nore than $1 million
14 | because --
15 A Yeah. | would have continued having nore of
16 |those be it because Desantis was there had | not had to
17 | | eave.
18 Q And that year that you made nore than a mllion
19 |was 2019, correct?
20 A That's what the report says.
21 Q And you understand you' re seeki ng damages
22 | agai nst the defendants in this case for $1 million in
23 | wages per year from Ball ard?
24 A | think I would have nade nore than that.
25 Q And what's the basis for you to believe that
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1 | you would have nmade a mllion or nore per year after you
2 | departed given historically you nade a mllion in one
3 |year, 2019?
4 A Vell, the only thing that matters is the
5 | governor's adm nistration that your under. Lobbying is
6 |a profession. It is about who knows folks that are in
7 | or around the scope of power. | was not particularly
8 |close with Rick Scott or his admnistration. | was very
9 |close with the Desantis admnistration. [|'m not
10 | particularly close with the governor, but | know him |
11 |was very involved in any of the people who are his top
12 | folks were friends of m ne.
13 | was the guy that recruited the chief of
14 | staff, Shane Strum That was sonmebody | found and
15 |identified who was a good friend. So, | nmean, | was in
16 |a peek node. It would be like -- to use an anal ogy for
17 |you, it would be Iike an athlete who just cane out --
18 | had a big free agency year, and there was a chance for
19 |himto really ranp things up. That is what the Desantis
20 | years shoul d have been for me that Joel and his famly
21 | took away.
22 Q And who was the person that you were working
23 |Wwth in the Desantis adm nistration? Wo was the point
24 | of contact with you when you were doing this debate
25 | prep?
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1 A Ch, | nmean, that was actually just the canpaign
2 |[team | nean, it was |like during his canpaign for the

3 |governor, 2018. There's a Showtinme show called The

4 | Crcus. You can see yours truly there with Congressnan
5 | Gaetz and Desantis and other folks fromthe Ballard

6 |[firm Susie Wles and sone of that crew.

7 Q Is it your testinony then the bul k of your

8 |incone would have come fromworking with the Desantis

9 |adm ni stration had you been staying at Ball ard?

10 A. Yes.

11 Q Any other big, large clients that you woul d

12 | have had the opportunity to generate incone fronf

13 A Yeah. \Wen you have good relationships with

14 | the governor, people find you. Lobbyingis alittle

15 |different than a law firm Typically there is many

16 |different law firns that do things, but typically there
17 |is -- you know, if you were to ask people who are

18 |[famliar with the process and say, |I'minterested in

19 | soneone here, there is a few schools of thought.
20 One is do you want the biggest? W were the
21 | biggest. W were the largest in the state of Florida by
22 | a good, large part. W were very close with the Trunp
23 |adm ni stration which made -- | think the last tine |
24 | checked, | think the last year Trunp was president, |
25 [think we were like -- we were in top in terns of what
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1 | revenues were | obbying for themthere. And then Brian
2 |woul d have offices in places |ike Mam-Dade and in
3 | Tanpa. | nean M am -Dade is about the size -- the size
4 |of like -- larger than 11 U S. states. So there is an a
5 | huge concentration of revenue down there.
6 And again, Matt -- Brian never validated this,
7 |but | think there were people that were naking the
8 | argunent that we were the biggest |obbying firmin the
9 |world. By virtue if you take our Tallahassee, our DC
10 | and, you know, our |ocal governnent offices -- and now
11 |they're all over the place. They're literally all over
12 [the world. At the tinme it was just those. They were
13 | making the argunent it was the largest |obbying firmin
14 | the world.
15 So there is a lot of people that just go and
16 | say, Ckay, we want the firmthat is -- we want the
17 | people that are close to the governor. That's typically
18 | how t he search process goes | think for |obbyists. You
19 | know, it's not -- people don't use the Yellow Pages.
20 | They typically call sonebody and say this or there is a
21 |few firns. And ours was always one of the -- typically
22 |every year | was there, the largest firmin Tallahassee
23 | and a huge presence in DC
24 And so we were very well known to be close to
25 |[them | was known to be close to them And, again, |

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 155 of 389 PagelD 3128

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 153

1 |placed a chief of staff. | had a ot of friends

2 |throughout. | was -- and again, | did well. | nean,

3 |the governor's office canme to us and said they wanted to

4 |settle the marijuana case which is how | becane the | ead

5 | negotiator on that. And when | tell you these were the

6 | prime earning years, these were the prine earning

7/ | years.

8 Q This all eged ghost political scheme wth

9 | Jestine lannotti, have you ever discussed that

10 |allegation with Abby G eenberg?

11 A | don't believe so, no.

12 Q Have you ever discussed a ghost political

13 | schene with Joel G eenberg?

14 A No, al though he clains we did.

15 Q He clains that he saw you talking with

16 | M. Gaetz about that?

17 A Yes.

18 Q Do you know -- do you have reason to believe

19 |that anyone el se published that statenent other than

20 | M. Greenberg, sonebody el se --

21 A Sorry, could you ask that again?

22 Q Do you have any facts or circunstances that

23 | anot her person, another defendant, published that

24 | statenment that M. G eenberg nade?

25 A Publ i shed what statenent?
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1 Q That he observed you and M. Gaetz having a
2 | di scussion about a ghost political schenme wth respect
3 | to Jason Brodeur?
4 A Vell, ny -- fromwhat | was told by the
5 |journalist, | nmean, it was pushed by people who were
6 |close to M. Geenberg. So if not you, M. Wernuth or
7 | M. Scheller. | mean, just sonebody -- or Dave \ebster
8 |(who I cane to believe it was. It was all paid for by
9 | Geenberg famly noney. |f but for the Greenberg famly
10 | noney, Joel would have very few resources.
11 | nstead they have a whol e panel of attorneys
12 |which fill the screen here and are all dedicated to
13 |trying to get their kid out of jail. They don't care if
14 |it hurts other people. | do care because it hurt ne,
15 |and | think they |lied about Matt Gaetz. | think that
16 |Joel is the person who did these things. | think the
17 | G eenbergs would Ilike to spread that blanme around. | do
18 |not find it noble, and | do think it is wong.
19 Q What do you think they |ied about Matt Gaetz
20 | regardi ng?
21 A | don't think that Matt Gaetz ever had sex with
22 | an under age person either.
23 Q You're referring to "AB"?
24 A. | am
25 Q Have you di scussed that wth M. Gaetz?
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1 A Back in the day. Like the first this ever
2 | happened, the first | ever heard of this, |I said -- he
3 |said, No, of course | didn't do that. It was...
4 Q Was M. (Gaetz at your house on July 15, 20177
5 A | have no idea. He wasn't on the gate |og, and
6 |1 wasn't there.
7 Q You have never discussed that with him whether
8 | he was there or not?
9 A. | haven't, no.
10 Q You sat through the deposition of Mke Fischer,
11 |correct?
12 A | did.
13 Q M. Fischer said that M. Gaetz was there?
14 A | saw that, but again, |'mhappy to tell you
15 |that he said that. The thing about you have to
16 | understand how Matt woul d travel, Matt woul d kind of
17 |use -- he would cone into town. He's a congressnan.
18 | He's constantly doing news skits. He's constantly doing
19 | speeches and things.
20 So he woul d cone, be there for a day or two, go
21 |off to Tanpa, be gone for a few days, cone back, be
22 |there for a day or two, and then go give a speech in
23 | Jacksonville, and he'd fly back. It's just sort of one
24 | of those things, just sort of a hub and spoke nodel
25 |where he had all these things going on throughout the
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1 |state. So | have no idea. | nean, when M ke Fischer

2 |said he was there, | don't know if he was there all day.
3|1 don't knowif he was there early in the day and left

4 | somewhere el se.

5 | know Eric Foglesong is on the gate |og that

6 |day, and | know that Matt Gaetz woul d never be alone in
7 |a house or in a small roomwth Eric Fogl esong because

8 |Eric was a preem nent national denocratic consultant who
9 |just elected the governor of Louisiana. So | know

10 |that -- that Matt's -- Matt did not |ike being around a
11 |national denocratic consultant. | can tell you that. |
12 | see Eric on the gate long too with Fish, so | don't

13 | know. The answer is | don't know if he was there. |

14 | don't know if he was there when the girl got there.

15 | M ke Fischer said he was there, so | would take M ke at
16 | his word. | don't know any nore than that.

17 Q Do you renenber when | asked M. Fischer if he
18 | spent the night at your residence, and he said, yeah.

19 | He said Matt Gaetz did spend the night at your house --
20 A Very possible. He could have cone and gone.
21 | Again, it's not -- he's not on the gate log, so, |
22 |nean -- again, you're asking ne to determ ne things that
23 |1 cannot do. | was not there.
24 Q When you returned to your house on either July
25 | 15th or July 16th, was M. Fischer there?
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1 A | don't remenber. | have no idea and like --
2 Q And he has cerebral palsy?
3 A He has cerebral palsy.
4 Q So he struggles to go up stairs, right?
5 A M ke has -- he struggles to go up stairs. He
6 | had to have a hip replacement. Prior to this he was
7 1in -- 1 mean, Mke is a |abored wal ker. He -- to watch
8 |himwalk out to the car is not an easy task for him So
9 || do not believe he ever went upstairs. [|'Il put it
10 | that way.
11 Q Wien M ke woul d cone to your house and stay the
12 | night, where would you put hin? Dd you have a
13 | downstairs bedroon?
14 A M ke sl eeps on the couch at his own house, and
15 || think he'd sleep on the couch at ny house. It was
16 |just basically what he would do. He would just -- he is
17 |one of those guys that when he decides it's tinme to go
18 |to bed, he would throw a pillow on there and he'd fall
19 |asleep. It didn't matter if he had to turn the TV or
20 |anything. 1t's sort of how he works.
21 Q Do you have a downstairs bedroom at the
22 | Dorworth residence?
23 A | don't now, but I think I mght have then.
24 Q Back in the sunmer of 20177?
25 A | wish | could tell you. | have lived there
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1 |for 19 years now. | don't -- | think it was an office

2 | back then, so don't think -- | believe it was -- | don't
3 | believe we had a bedroom back then. So he probably

4 |woul d have been on the couch. | think if you gave M ke
5 | Fischer a roomat the Four Seasons, he woul d rather

6 |sleep on the couch. It's -- at his hone, he sleeps on

7 |the couch. | think froma logistics point of view, it's
8 |easier than getting in a bed, getting out of the bed and
9 |all that stuff.

10 Q |s there a couch on the first floor back in the
11 | summer of 2017 that was kind of away fromthe pool area
12 |and the gane -- air hockey table that you could have

13 | sone quiet tine?

14 A The air hockey table was in a room and there
15 [was no chairs or tables in that room There would have
16 | been two couches, very unconfortable couches, in the

17 | living room and then probably -- yeah, a -- two chairs
18 |and a couch in the -- | think it's still the same thing
19 | I have now. Yeah, so there would have been -- no very
20 | confortabl e couches, but Fish wouldn't have cared.
21 Q Let's go back to the ghost political schene
22 | here and M. Brodeur and his 2020 el ecti on agai nst
23 | Patricia Sigman.
24 Did you assist M. Brodeur at all in that?
25 A No.
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1 Q No nonetary donation?
2 A | m ght have gave hima check. Like -- again,
3|1 don'"t mind telling you. | don't expect ny friends'
4 | problenms to becone ny problens. That's one place |
5 |differ greatly fromJoel. But at the tinme, | was part
6 |of a very contentious lawsuit. There was a part of a
7 | devel opment was trying to basically make a plan and
8 |annex it so | could -- annex it to Oviedo.
9 | had the press on ne every day. | was --
10 | there were Facebook chat groups that were designed to
11 | tal k about what an evil bastard | was. So Jason and |
12 |would have -- | had a pretty sinple understanding of |
13 |was really not what you need around your canpaign right
14 | now and |l et the professionals do it. That would just be
15 | how a conversation |ike that woul d work.
16 Q So you didn't do any fundraising for Jason or
17 | any assi stance for the canpaign?
18 A | don't think so. Listen, we are -- it is a
19 |fair statenent to say that Jason and | are very known to
20 | be friends. There is probably nobody | could call that
21 | Jason couldn't call hinself. Jason has a very highly
22 | acconplished fundraising team |If you told ne that |
23 |told sonebody that Jason was great and he'd be awesone
24 |in the senate and please help him | would not be
25 |surprised. | probably did that. | probably did that

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 162 of 389 PagelD 3135

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 160
1 {with ny firm | probably did that with a bunch of
2 |things. |'ma hug backer of Jason Brodeur because |
3 |think he's a wonderful human being. He's a great state
4 |senator. So | -- all | was doing was not trying to have
5 |any of ny unpopularity fromthe fact that | was trying
6 |to do a land deal hurt himin his senate race.
7 Q And that |and deal was River Cross?
8 A Yes, sir.
9 Q All right. | think lunch is here. Let's take
10 | a lunch break. It's 12:107?
11 THE VI DEOGRAPHER: I f there are no objections,
12 going off record. The approximate tine is 12:10
13 p. M
14 (A break was had.)
15 THE VI DEOGRAPHER: On record with nedia unit
16 three. The approxinmate tinme 12:45 p. m
17 | BY MR PERKI NS:
18 Q All right. Back on the record, M. Dorworth,
19 |for the afternoon session here. A couple follow up
20 | questions | had.
21 When you resigned fromBallard Partners, was it
22 | because of the allegations of sexual msconduct or the
23 | ghost political schenme or a conbination of both? Wat
24 |was the rational e?
25 A |f there was only the ghost political schene, |
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1 |would not have quit. That was what was reported; but, |
2 | mean, again that was after | spent hours on the phone

3 |with her deploying quite literally ever tactic | could

4 |to persuade her that | had never net this wonman, and any
5 |allegation of this was not true because | viewed just

6 |the nmere publishing of that as being -- we'll cal

7 |irrevocably damagi ng to happen in that paper, that

8 | subject material especially with Matt Gaetz there.

9 So the answer to the question is the sexual

10 |stuff is the thing that was damaging. The other thing
11 | was enough where, | mean, again, if that was all there
12 |was, there's probably ways | could have maybe taken a

13 |l eave of absence. There is other things that woul d have
14 | taken the place of just having to conpletely fall out.
15 So it was the sexual stuff that was the nost

16 |inmportant stuff. That was just the one that they |anded
17 |the punch on because they had sone allegation, and |

18 | don't know what that was in the formof. | don't know
19 |what that was. | don't know what Katie Benner had. But
20 |if you read the article, she said that she had sone, you
21 | know, know edge or sonebody was accusing ne of saying
22 |that | was discussing a third-party candidate with Mtt
23 | Gaetz which just never happened. That never happened.
24 |1t was falsified. They nade it up just trying to tag
25 | people, as many as they could, because as M. Scheller
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1 | has said to the press on nmultiple occasions, their goal
2 |was to get as many convictions as the can agai nst
3 |people. Really, | don't -- there has been very little
4 | concern that people m ght be hurt who are not guilty.
5 |That's been their public stated perspective, and |
6 (think -- | spent the entire tinme, and that's just what
7 |you deal with. And so if it had just been the third
8 |party thing, | don't know that | would have resigned. |
9 | mght have taken a | eave of absence; but the reality is
10 || added together and nade it an easy choi ce.
11 Q Did you discuss the sexual allegations with
12 | M. Ballard?
13 A | did.
14 Q You alerted himthat you were being accused of
15 | statutory rape?
16 A | did.
17 Q Ckay. Was there a press story around this tine
18 | of you being accused of statutory rape?
19 A No. | nmean, | was able to hold it -- | had
20 |five to six phone calls a day, a whole lot of threats, a
21 |l ot of righteous indignation because | had never net
22 |these people. And again, what | basically had to do was
23 |every single tine is | had to present a case of this is
24 | what Joel Greenberg's in jail for. This is what he did
25 [with Brian Beute at Trinity Prep trying to cause a
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1 |political opponent of his to do -- to have probl ens.
2 | This was a text exchange where he tells ne that -- you
3 | know, basically says, Hey, everyone is going to need
4 |lawers. To which | say, Wiy would | need a | awyer?
5 |don't know these people. | have never known these
6 | people. Wiy would I have anything to do with that? So
7 || would have to present this information to themto say
8 |like, Listen, | don't -- Joel here says | -- says you've
9 |doing nothing wong. He's clearly trying to threat to
10 [say I"'mgoing to -- |I'"mmaking this happen. By him
11 |telling, Everyone is going to need | awers, that was his
12 |way of saying that he -- he was going to tell everybody
13 | whatever he had to say to save his skin.
14 Q Is it your testinony that the primary reason
15 |you resigned fromBallard Partners is because of these
16 | sexual allegations between you and "AB"?
17 A | mean -- can you pl ease repeat that question?
18 Q Is it your testinony that the primary reason
19 | that you resigned fromBallard Partners is because of
20 |the allegations of sex between you and "AB"?
21 A The primary reason for mnmy resignation from
22 |Ballard Partners was the fact that | was being dragged
23 |into sonething that | had nothing to do with; but, yes,
24 |did it include sex with "AB", that that would inplicate
25 |me into a great many other things just to claimthat |
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1 |was -- just to stir up the investigation in the first
2 | place in sonme sick attenpt to |like save your own -- it's
3 |just really disgusting behavior, but | think Joel did
4 |it, and | think he did it with the funding of his
5 | parents and with G eenberg Dental.
6 Q WAs there ever a story in the press that you
7 | had sex with "AB"?
8 A Yes, during the Daily Beast.
9 Q When was the first tine that you read an
10 |article about you potentially having sex with "AB" as a
11 [ mnor was reported to the press?
12 A | don't know the date.
13 Q But it was the Daily Beast?
14 A | believe so, yes.
15 Q Any other nedia outlets other than the Daily
16 | Beast --
17 A Yeah, | mean, there is sone -- |'msorry to cut
18 | you off there. | thought you were done and you had a
19 |little bit nore of a question there. Just follow ng the
20 |rules. Just following the rules and just nmaking sure
21 |that we were good.
22 Q Yeah, you tal ked about the Daily Beast, and |
23 |was saying any other media outlets that woul d have
24 |reported that you had sex with "AB" other than the Daily
25 | Beast ?
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1 A There are a series of websites, things |ike
2 | republicans, where they target republicans who've been
3 |involved in scandal s of a sexual nature. M nane shows
4 |up a few places; but, | nmean, we have been very
5 |judicious about protecting it despite the G eenberg
6 ([ famly's best wwshes. W were able to -- despite a | ot
7 |of it -- you know, again, | believe that he's -- what we
8 | know fromthe interrogatories is that Joel told "AB" to
9 |cone -- go to this attorney's office. The bill has
10 | al ready been taken care of.
11 We know he went to that office. Laura WlIf
12 |would not let "A" shed any light as to what infornmation
13 |was given there. So -- and | believe very early on that
14 | Joel -- he told ne, he said, |'"'mhaving to pay for their
15 | lawers. He said that. And, you know, listen, | think
16 |that | have had a chance to review the professional work
17 |of "AB." | can tell you there's really nothing she
18 [won't do for $1,000. And it is sonme of the nost
19 | disgusting, depraved things | have ever seen in ny life.
20 And | think that Joel G eenberg told her,
21 | Listen, sue them You'll nake noney. And there is
22 | evidence to support that too because in the jailhouse
23 |letter that -- | think his nane is Madimr St. Louis |
24 | believe his name was. He was the guy that was in the
25 |cell next to -- or he was with Joel when they were
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1 |[transported in fromthe jail for one period of time. |
2 |think we provided this letter to you, so it should be in
3 |there, but he basically -- Joel in that letter said,

4 | Yeah, these guys really didn't do anything. And he

5 |said, They'd do the sanme thing to ne if the shoe was on
6 |the other foot. | just think Joel is a real degenerate
7 | piece of garbage. | would never find nyself in that

8 |position, and | would sure as hell never |ie about

9 | people to save ny own skin especially if I did as nuch
10 | bad stuff as Joel did.

11 Q Do you know how many tinmes the Daily Beast has
12 |reported that you had sexual relations with "AB" as a

13 | m nor?

14 A | think once or twice. Twi ce naybe. | don't
15 | know. No, | don't. The answer is | do not know off the
16 |top of ny head.

17 Q Once or tw ce?

18 A A couple tinmes. It mght be nore. | try not
19 [to dwell on the press. It's an unfortunately part of
20 |life because of the Greenberg famly and the things that
21 |they have done, | have to deal with this. | nean, it's
22 | not sonmething -- | don't spend a |ot of time on ny
23 | Googl e search right now
24 Q Can you give ballpark tinmefrane for when that
25 | occurred, when they published a story about you having
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1 |sex wth --
2 A You'd have to look it up. It's on the
3 |internet. | don't know what it was.
4 Q And is it your testinony that Jose woul d have
5 | been the author of those?
6 A | think it was Jose and another guy too. Chuck
7 | Sol | enberger -- Roger Sol |l enberger. Absol ute scunbags.
8 Q All right. | want to transition nowto the
9 |events of June 21, 2017. You're aware that the
10 |allegations are that there was a hotel interaction
11 | between you and "AB" on or around June 21st or June
12 | 22nd? Are you aware of that?
13 A |''maware of that.
14 (IExhi bit 105/ and [Exhi bit 106/ were marked for
15 |identification.)
16 | BY MR PERKI NS:
17 Q |'"'mgoing to mark sone exhibits here that |'m
18 | going to be using frequently and going to put themup on
19 |the screen as well, but | think it's helpful to have
20 ||[Exhibit 105 which is the Heathrow gate | edger and in
21 | everybody's hands here. And also the Wlls Fargo
22 | checking records | have nmarked as 106, M. Dorworth.
23 And you're famliar with the gate | edger,
24 |correct?
25 A | am
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1 Q All right. And the -- I"Il pull it up for the
2 | folks at honme so they can kind of see what they're
3 |tal king about here. On [Exhibit 105, the Heat hrow
4 |ledger, | want to turn to page five of ten of that
5 | docunment. We're at June 21st there. And the first
6 |entry there is at 2:35 in the norning.
7 Do you see that?
8 A It is.
9 Q Ckay. And there is a reference there to a
10 | license plate tag number of HKXOR
11 Do you see that?
12 A Yes, | do.
13 Q Is that the tag for your Cadillac?
14 A Not anynore, but it was.
15 Q When did you swtch tags?
16 A | don't know. On ny birthday a couple years
17 | ago.
18 Q Ckay. But in the sumer of 2017, that was the
19 |tag for your Cadillac, correct?
20 A Yeah.
21 Q Ckay. Now, at 2:35 a.m you were comng into
22 |the community. |Is it true that you were comng in in
23 |all likelihood froma trip to H ghlands?
24 A Yeah. There is sonme confusion, but | think
25 |that's what happened. | think we -- ny wfe was very
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1 |pregnant at the time -- well, she was four nonths away
2 |fromgiving birth, give or take. And until her |ast

3 |trimester, she would frequently get sick. She would

4 |get -- she would throw up. | don't know what other way
5 |toput it. So alot of tines what we'd try to do is

6 |we'd try to drive at night when there is less traffic.
7 | Just easier on her.

8 Q All right. And so in that vehicle at 2:35 a.m
9 | woul d have been Rebekah Dorworth, fiil§. and
10 A Yes, and probably nore people. Probably

11 | RERe=El. orobably -- al though |

12 | don't -- yeah, probably because | see REAI=D)
13 |on the 23rd. They were ny kids' friends.

14 Q Ckay. So was your son's

15 | friend?

16 A.  Yes, and a kid naned -- a guy naned
17 |l Was there too | believe. | think he was there,
18 [ I"mpretty sure.

19 Q And they would have all been riding in your

20 | Escal ade?

21 A Yes.

22 Q Ckay. So we have Rebekah, yourself, [l

23 | REDACTED Bl REDACTED MEEWIY

24 | i’

25 A Probably, yeah.
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1 Q  kay. And vere [JEapXeyseand your son's

2 | age?

3 A Yes.

4 Q And then jidaligas your daughter's age?

5 A Yes.

6 Q Ckay. And if I -- if we look at the Wlls

7 | Fargo records that | have marked as Exhibit 106 and |

8 |will pull those up on the screen as well here, and these
9 |are your Wells Fargo records, correct?

10 A Yes.

11 Q |s that just an account that you have access
PR REDACTED 4

13 A No. It's ny --

14 Q Wio el se had like a card and access to --

15 A Rebekah and | both.

16 Q Ckay. So it would just --

17 A Actual Iy maybe not. | don't know which Wells
18 | Fargo. | don't know if she had a card or not.

19 Q Because it just says your nane here on the

20 |first --

21 A Very possible. Again, | don't know. W were
22 |married at the tine. W mght have mgrated to another
23 | bank shortly thereafter. | don't know.

24 Q And on page eight of this docunent, there is a
25 |reference there up on the screen. You can see it. |
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1 | have highlighted it to this Furman on -- the entry is
2 | for June 19th.
3 Do you see that?
4 A Yeah. That was several days before. W took
5 | nmy daughter on a canpus tour for Furman.
6 Q Ckay. So you went down to Furman and | ooked
/7 |at --
8 A And fromthere, we probably went over to Ml | ow
9 | Mushroom Pi zza.
10 Q | see an entry for Furman, and then | see an
11 |entry for Geenville, South Carolina Mellow Mishroom
12 |Furman's in Geenville, correct?
13 A Yeah. Total separate trip. M daughter was 16
14 |years old at the tine, was evaluating where to go to
15 | school we went and did a day canpus tour of Furman, and
16 |then we went and got sone pizza. Then | went back, and
17 |1 think that was several days before anything el se
18 | happened.
19 Q So Furman and Mel | ow Mushroom woul d have been
20 |the sanme trip?
21 A Yeah -- no, no, no. Two days before. | nean
22 |again --
23 Q 6/19 --
24 A My house is approximately, | don't know, an
25 | hour and a half away from Furman in North Carolina. So
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1 | when we just woke up, took a day trip. | think we had a

2 | preset tour, say, |ike maybe sone period of time. W

3 |went there. W spent two or three hours | ooking around,

4 |went and got sonme food, and came back and spent at | east

5 |a day, |I think two days, and then headed -- | think we

6 | had the back the 20th. So there was a bl ock back at ny

7 | house in North Carolina between 6/19 and 6/20 when we

8 |left.

9 Q Ckay. So you went to Furman and went back to
10 | the house in the Hi ghlands; and themfromthe H ghl ands
11 | house you departed to Lake Mary?

12 A Yes. That's what it |ooks like based on the
13 | gas receipts. | truthfully -- | mean, you have to

14 |understand. This was seven years ago. | don't have any
15 | particular recollections of this trip honme, but | can...
16 Q | see two entries here for Val dosta, Georgia.
17 Do you see that?

18 A Yeah.

19 Q Ckay. And that's on 6/20 for the Raceway Gas
20 | Stati on.

21 Wul d you typically go through Val dosta to get
22 | home?

23 A There is multiple ways hone, and | usually do
24 |it based on GPS. But Valdosta is | believe the route
25 |[the 175 way. So that would be the way we take about 95
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1 | percent of the tine. The reason -- if we go any other
2 |way than that it's probably because there is horrible

3 |traffic in Atlanta.

4 (IExhi bit 107 was marked for identification.)

5 | BY MR PERKI NS:

6 Q The next exhibit wll be 107. This was a

7 | spreadsheet that was shown to your wife in the course of
8 | her deposition.

9 Do you recall that?

10 A Yes. |I'mnot going to be real helpful on this
11 | stuff because | just don't renenber |icense plates. |
12 | remenber HKX was mine. | couldn't tell you what any of
13 | ny kids are or ever was. | couldn't tell you anything.
14 | So | dont' know.

15 Q Right. | was going to ask if you recognize

16 | el ?

17 A | do not.

18 Qi

19 A No. But that -- | do think Rebekah had -- for
20 | sonme period of time she got hit, rear-ended on 4 | want
21 |to say, and that m ght have been a rental car because
22 | hers was in the shop for a period of tinme. | think it
23 |was around then. If | found out that was two years

24 | before or after this, | wouldn't be shocked, but I

25 | suspect that that mght be it.
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1 Q  Wat about NSl

2 A | have no idea.

3 Q And there was sone discussion in the course of
4 |your wife's deposition about why she doesn't appear on

5 |the --

6 A Yeah.

7 Q -- ledger fromJune 8th to August 17th.

8 Do you recall that line of --

9 A. | do.

10 Q Ckay. And do you have any insight on that?

11 A Yeah. W got our things back on ny birthday,
12 |July 17th. So the final 21 days we were gone, and |

13 |think she was just gone. She was up in North Carolina
14 | doing stuff or work or whatever -- | think you asked her
15 |all those questions as to where she was. | just think
16 | she was out of town. It wasn't -- this year | think she
17 | was gone for six or seven weeks. It is not atypical for
18 | Rebekah to pack up and go to North Carolina during the
19 | hot part of the summer.
20 But, | nmean, | think to answer your specific
21 | question, | think that the situation was renedi ed on or
22 | about ny birthday, July 17th. So the -- her not show ng
23 |up on the log for a few days ahead of that really
24 |reflects the fact that | think she was in Dallas for
25 | | BTTA or whatever conference she was at. She was sinply
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1 |not intow. But my wife -- since we have been
2 | together, we've never been separated. W have never
3 | been -- there has never been anything |ike that.
4 Q She's in North Carolina or hone --
5 A. The tenperature in H ghlands, North Carolina
6 | never goes above 80 degrees over the sumer. |It's
7 |average daily tenperature is -- the highest one is in
8 |md July and it's 79 degrees. It's much nore pleasant.
9 |She likes to go and get far away. Take the dogs and
10 |just go spend tinme up there. | suspect that's what she
11 |was doing this sumer.
12 Q Now, | et nme ask you, you nmentioned that trip to
13 | Dallas, Texas on the weekend of July 15, 20177
14 A Yes, sir.
15 Q On that Saturday norning, did you take her to
16 |the airport?
17 A | don't know. Probably.
18 Q Ckay. Was it typical for you to take her to
19 |the airport when she would travel ?
20 A It was unless she was com ng back at sone
21 | bizarre time. Rebekah is a -- she will make travel
22 |decisions | don't nake, and sonetines, for exanple, she
23 |has to fly out at 5:00 in the norning, she'll say, |'l
24 |drive. Although the last fewtinmes | wind up driving
25 | her; but, | nean, | would say as a general policy it was
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1 | probably the case. This was for work travel. She could
2 |have witten it off. W as a couple typically take each
3 |other to the airport. So |I don't know the answer to
4 |that question, but it's probable.
5 Q And if you went to the airport, and | was goi ng
6 |to | ook at |ike Epass receipts or sonething Iike that,
7 |woul d you have taken the 417 to the Beeline?
8 A So where | live in Heathrow, based on just a
9 |very small permutation of traffic, it routes you down 14
10 |to 408 to 436 to 417 all the way around. So dependi ng
11 | on when her flight was, depending on if it was rush
12 | hour, | would likely have pulled ny GPS out and nade a
13 | decision based on that. So the answer is it could be
14 |either way. | suppose in either one of those scenarios
15 |that woul d probably likely reflect sone Sunpass because
16 |the 417 requires it. And if | went down the 408, it
17 | woul d have been on there too.
18 Q Now, after you dropped her off at the airport,
19 |is that when you woul d have gone to neet with
20 | M. Morris?
21 A | have no idea.
22 Q And done the boat trip?
23 A Typically -- | mean, it was summer in Ol ando
24 |or Wnter Park, so it would be brutally hot. Randy is a
25 |little older. W typically would probably -- | think --
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1 |the inpression | got fromny photo was probably right

2 | about the tinme when we got on the boat is probably about
3 |when | didthat. And | think, if ny nenory serves ne

4 |correctly, | also went to Publix that day or sonething.
5|1 think that was in July.

6 Q Yeah, there is a Publix entry on there.

7 A Yeah, and that was probably ne picking up the
8 |fried chicken at the Publix.

9 Q Al right.

10 A But it's in Miitland right next to his house.
11 | So | would have gone there first, to answer your

12 | questi on.

13 (IExhi bit 108 was nmarked for identification.)

14 | BY MR PERKI NS:

15 Q All right. And I'mgoing to mark anot her

16 |exhibit which is a sunmary of the Wells Fargo billings.
17 (1"l mark that as Exhibit 108. [1'll bring that up on
18 |the screen now for -- |'ve got the summary up on the

19 |screen here. And if | look at June 30th, it |ooks I|ike
20 |there is a trip up to Darien, Ceorgia.
21 Do you see that?
22 A | have no i dea.
23 Q And this is a summary of your Wells Fargo
24 | records.
25 A My guess is that's probably |ike driving down
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1 | the highway, got to get gas, pull off, and get sone. So

2 || have no idea where Darien, Ceorgia is.

3 Q Ckay. And then | see another entry there for

4 |the H ghlands, North Carolina, and McDonough, Georgi a.

5 Do you see that?

6 A Yeah.

7 Q So it |looks like there was another trip back up

8 |to the Highlands.

9 A | dont' know where MDonough, Georgia is but |
10 | can tell you sonetines when we go to Highlands, | wll
11 |drive down into Georgia to go to WAlmart or to go to
12 | grocery shopping. So | don't know where MDonough,

13 | Ceorgia is. But, | nean, again, what | would assune is
14 |all of those things are Ilike just ne pulling off the

15 |side of the road to get gas if | need gas.

16 Q Do you recall going back up to the H ghl ands

17 |after --

18 A All the tine. Al the tinme. | mean, like it
19 |[is a-- if we can get four days, we'll go. Sonetines we
20 |fly, sonetines we drive. Rebekah was pregnant, so we're
21 | probably not flying. The drive does nmake this much

22 |worse. It is an eight and a half-hour drive. W have
23 | dogs, kids. It's just all manners of things. | guess
24 |at the tinme the kids were a little older, so yeah, we

25 |woul d run back and forth all the tinme. And still do.
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1 Q |'I'l represent to you that Darien is on the

2 | coast. Darien, Ceorgia is on the coast |ike near

3 | Savannah ar ea.

4 Have you ever gone up 95 --

5 A Oh, yeah. There is really -- there's -- the

6 |fastest way -- and again, | have owned the place now for
7 |eight years, so | can speak to this. But if you pul

8 | your phone out right now and type in ny house address in
9 |North Carolina, you're probably going to get routed

10 | through -- you go up 95 '"til you get to 116. You go

11 |over 116, and then you just get off the road and you

12 |sort of drive north Iike at a diagonal up through the

13 | gut.

14 You go through C enson, and then you get to

15 |drive up the nountain to get to ny house. It says it's
16 |faster, but in practice, you know, | find that eight and
17 |a half hours on a highway tends to go faster than eight
18 | and a half hours involving back roads. And | also had a
19 |little spin where | got speeding tickets. | never get
20 | speeding tickets and | got two on that trip -- on that
21 [road. So | don't -- | nean, yeah, we go that way. It
22 | happens.
23 Q |s it possible that you went back up to your
24 | house in the H ghlands fromJune 30th to July 8th?
25 A Sure. Actually, probably Iikely.
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1 Q For the Fourth of the July holiday?
2 A That's our big one up there.
3 Q There was sone discussion in your wife's
4 | deposition about the weekend of July 22nd --
5 A Yep.
6 Q -- and partying at your house --
7 A Yes.
8 Q -- that weekend.
9 Do you know where Rebekah was on the weekend of
10 [July 22nd?
11 A | think she m ght have been in North Carolina.
12 || watched the deposition on this. | mean, Rebekah was a
13 | very prom nent woman. She would -- often had to trave
14 | for work. | typically would know where she was goi ng,
15 |but | didn't ask a ton of questions. You know, she
16 |was -- proprietary work, and we were not -- it was --
17 |so, | nmean, when -- and then | think around the same
18 |time her sister was getting married. So | think they
19 | had their bachelorette party at the house in North
20 | Carolina. So | don't know which ones | was at and which
21 [ones | wasn't, but if ny credit card was there | was
22 | probably there.
23 Q Were you at the party at your house on July
24 | 22nd?
25 A Yes.
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1 Q  And were you there when Kiiiilli Ll 2nd LS
2 got in a fight and knocked over a vase?

3 A | was not -- | was asleep for that. | woke up
4 | because Liilij oot upset and stornmed out with a

5 |friend of mne's cell phone.

6 Q And she took Brady Benford's cell phone?

7 A Yes.

8 Q Do you know why she took Brady's cell phone?
9 A She thought it was Joel's. Kigda was -- | only
10 | net KigdE once, but she was very |oud and very

11 | boi sterous, but | think she was very much in |ove with
12 | Joel G eenberg.

13 Q Were you sleeping at the tinme they had this

14 | fight?

15 A | never saw LA FRERESNER SO -- LikkE

16 was it?

17 Qe R

18 A | have --

19 Q Bl onde.

20 A | have never -- | don't -- | was not there for
21 |that, but | renmenber waki ng up because she had left, and
22 | Brady was particularly not pleased that his phone was
23 |gone. And it was like 4:30 in the norning, and | had
24 | been sl eeping for probably five or six hours.

25 Q Did you -- when the fight happened, did you
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1 | kick everybody out and say, Party's over?

2 A Yes. That was the end of the party. And by

3 |the way, | really -- there are nore people at this table
4 |than there were at the house. | nean, it's not really
5 |like a party. It is al had sone friends in town. |

6 | don't even know how Liggidl and -- | don't know

7 | anything about that. That is the first | ever heard

8 |that until now, and | don't renenber any vases getting
9 | broken either.

10 Q You just renenber Ligiili§ t aki ng the cell

11 | phone of Benford?

12 A VWll, to be very specific, she had just |eft
13 |[with the cell phone, and | think Brady cane to wake ne
14 |up to say, | think sonme girl stole ny cell phone. |

15 |said, Wich girl? He said, Kl Liillic ! said | don't
16 | know who that is. He said, It was the brown-haired one.
17 | And | think gone Joel had gone hone, and she got pissed
18 |off, or | don't even know. | mean, | was...

19 Q And who el se was there? It was Brady Benford,
20 Ll M was there?

21 A. Again, | never saw M-

22 Q Never saw Mgiil?

23 A No.

24 Q Who did you see there on the 22nd?

25 A | think I went to bed around 8:00. | nean, it
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1 |was -- on a day of intense day drinking, I"'mnot -- I'm
2 |going to be asleep pretty early. | figure that was the
3 |case that day. So | think probably about the tine the
4 | sun went down, | was out.

5 Q So the only people you can recall are Brady and
6 | K>

7 A Yes. And | think maybe Eric Fogl esong, but I
8 | don't know.

9 Q How nmany tinmes has Liiiliji been to your

10 | house?

11 A | just think the one time. Any nore than that
12 |woul d be news to ne.

13 Q Were you involved at all in getting the phone
14 | back from Kil?

15 A She FedExed back.

16 Q Did she have sonme type of letter in that FedEx
17 | package?

18 A Yes.

19 Q And was that a love letter of some kind?

20 A | don't know.

21 Q Did you read it?

22 A No.

23 Q Do you know who the letter was addressed to?
24 A Joel .

25 Q Did you deliver that letter to Joel G eenberg?
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1 A Yes.

2 Q Ckay. How did you deliver it to hinf

3 A Take your fucking letter, and don't ever do

4 |this at ny house again. | was |ike, Please, Joel, do

5 | not bring your crazy shit intony life, were ny words to
6 | him

7 Q Was it your understanding that Joel G eenberg
8 |is the one who brought to that party?

9 A Yes.

10 Q And where did you get that understandi ng?

11 A Well, the fact that she got so upset and

12 | storned off and took his cell phone was a | arge

13 |indication of that.

14 Q Wiere is the master bedroomin the Dorworth

15 |residence? Is it upstairs?

16 A Yes.

17 Q Do you keep that |ocked so the guests don't go
18 |in there?

19 A Yes.

20 Q How many ot her bedroonms do you have upstairs in
21 |the Dorworth residence?

22 A Fi ve.

23 Q Fi ve bedroons plus one for the master for a

24 | collective total of six?

25 A Yes.
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1 Q In the summer of 2017, did you own a |inousine?
2 A | think | still had it then. | stopped --
3 | basically Uber killed the |inousine business |ike any --
4 it was so nmuch cheaper just to go via Uber especially in
5 |the early days of it. The Iinousine was fine, and we
6 |(used it for a couple years; but every single tinme we
7 |used it, it would cost several hundred dollars to get it
8 |up and running. It's like an old boat on steroids, and
9 |so we had it for several years where | don't | think
10 | even registered it anynore. W just kind of kept there
11 |and then finally sold it.
12 Q When did you buy the Iinousine?
13 A 2013.
14 Q And what year did you sell it?
15 A | don't know. 2020. | don't know, it was
16 |years ago. Like | said, | didn't drive it for about the
17 |last two years of its ownership, so | don't know |
18 | nean, it was -- | don't think it was even operational
19 |around this tine. It mght have been, | don't know.
20 | That woul d be very near the end.
21 Q And you sat through the deposition of the
22 | Heat hrow Master Associ ation person, correct?
23 A Yes.
24 Q How many pernmanent transponders did you have
25 | back in the sumer of 20177

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 188 of 389 PagelD 3161

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 186
1 A. Zero.
2 Q Because they took thenf
3 A W had a dispute over things, and the way they
4 |would sort of effectuate their displeasure with their
5 |people is to turn off your transponder. | think that's
6 | supposed to incite sone sort of response. And | just
7 |said, Al right, well, do that. | nean, it was no big
8 |deal, and they -- | don't -- it wasn't -- it was just --
9 |again, we sued them And the guys at the gate are
10 |really nice at the neighborhood. The |ady up front, she
11 |was -- she -- she's an unpl easant hunan.
12 Q Did the guys at the gate, did they just ever
13 | wai ve you through without checking your credentials?
14 A They'd lose their job if they did that. They
15 |take it very seriously.
16 Q So it's your testinony that every tine they
17 |woul d take down your nane and your tag nunber when you
18 | went through the gate?
19 A It's ny testinony that every time | went
20 | through, they would take sonme -- they would go and type
21 |things on the conputer and say -- and | couldn't just
22 |pull up. There was a fewtines that over the tine this
23 |would go on there would be a long Iine, and | would just
24 |pull up to the front of it and they'd still go get ny
25 | phone and -- they'd still do the thing and type it in
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1 |there. And they were not just -- it was real serious.
2 || nean, |ike that neighborhood takes security very
3 |seriously. It's one of the things | |ike about it.
4 Q When you got your transponder privileges back
5 |on your birthday in 2017, how many transponders did you
6 | have?
7 A | don't know.
8 Q You had one for your Porsche?
9 A VWll, | mean, | had one for the car. But it
10 | m ght have been --
11 Q You had a Porsche --
12 A But you're asking on the day | got -- | don't
13 | know if | got them back that day or what. | don't know.
14 Q In the sumrer of 2017 --
15 A Yeah, | got -- all mnmy cars got their
16 |transponders back that summer.
17 Q Your Cadillac had a transponder?
18 A Yes.
19 Q Your Porsche had a transponder?
20 A. Yes.
21 Q Rebekah's vehicle had a transponder?
22 A Yes.
23 Q And then did you have a nobile one that
24 | could --
25 A | did not have the Porsche yet. | didn't get
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1 |the Porsche until -- | didn't get the Porsche until |

2 | think 2018. So there was no Porsche, and | think that

3 |the Cadillac had a nobile one. Maybe not. | don't

4 | know. It had a transponder.

5 Q The Cadillac had a nmobile --

6 A | don't know that | ever got on the

7 |transponder. | think by the tine that happened, |'m not
8 |sure | ever took the Cadillac again. So | think when

9 |they went down, | never got a replacenent transponder

10 | because they were |ike 50 bucks a piece. |If you' re not
11 |going to use it, you wouldn't just...

12 Q Did the lino have its own transponder?

13 A | don't remenber. It did with a question

14 |whether it was the nobile one or whether it was enbedded
15 |in there, | just truthfully don't renenber that.

16 Q But you had probably four transponders anongst
17 | and between the different vehicles?

18 A Probabl y.

19 Q Wien your transponders were deactivated, did
20 | you ever use the transponder of a friend or a
21 | nei ghbor --
22 A No.
23 Q And you had two drivers for the lino, Jeff
24 | Onest and John Trion; is that right?
25 A Yes.
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1 Q Wien did Jeff drive for you?
2 A He was the first -- | mean, the two of those
3 | guys never drove at the sane tine. | knew Jeff from
4 |political stuff. Jeff -- | don't renenber exactly when
5|he -- I"'msorry, Jason. | can't help you with the dates
6 |on this. He was the first guy for a couple years, and
7 |the rest of that was John. But | couldn't tell you with
8 | any specificity whatsoever when that was.
9 Q Wul d you have taken a linpo to go neet
10 ([M. Morris?
11 A No.
12 Q Wul d you have taken an Uber?
13 A No.
14 Q You woul d have driven your Cadillac?
15 A VWll, | would not have -- | mght have taken an
16 | Uber hone, but | was not -- | nmean, listen, | think the
17 |sort of highest end of the pyram d of people who are
18 | responsi bl e when drinking and driving is people that
19 | Uber out and then Uber hone. | amnore of the type that
20 (with drive and then Uber home. [|'mnot a big drunk
21 |driver. | think it's -- the odds are -- you getting
22 | having a probl em sooner or |ater are just such that |
23 |wouldn't do that, but | don't know that | would -- take
24 | an Uber there. | mght take one back.
25 Q Do you have an Uber app on your cell phone?
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1 A | do.
2 Q Has it been active since 20177
3 A Yeah. W looked it up. By the tine | tried
4 |doing this, the dates were already gone.
5 Q Yeah, so the 2017 dates are gone, and you can't
6 | check?
7 A | tried. | wish they were there.
8 Q You can't check?
9 A | tried. | couldn't.
10 Q John Trion was your second driver?
11 A He was.
12 Q Ckay. And we tal ked about M. Richard Anderson
13 | before, the Apopka city adm nistrator who got in sone
14 |trouble wth that hit-and-run accident?
15 A Yep.
16 Q There has been sone all egations, are you aware,
17 |that you asked M. Trion to go gather bel ongings from
18 | M. Anderson's car that included a conmputer, firearns?
19 A No, | never asked John to do that stuff.
20 Q Are you aware that sonebody nade that
21 |allegation --
22 A Yeah, |'ve heard sonething about that. | think
23 |[the -- | want to say the highway safety people -- | nean
24 | Johnny knew Richard from-- so | think the assunption
25 [that | was the one who would do that probably canme from
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1 |the fact that Johnny drove ny car, but | didn't -- |
2 |mean, first of all, if R chard called nme up and said,
3 | Hey, would you m nd sending your guy, | would have done
4 |it. | wouldn't have been thinking like, | wonder what's
5 |going on here. | would have responded to ny friend
6 |affirmatively like that, but | don't recall ever having
7 |himdo that. But again, Johnny was a driver. He would
8 |go do things like that. So, | nean, if you tell ne that
9 | happened, | would totally believe it, but | did not -- |
10 |was not part of that.
11 Q Did | aw enforcenent ever question you about the
12 | hit-and-run accident?
13 A Yes.
14 Q What did they ask you?
15 A |f | knew where Richard Anderson was that
16 | ni ght.
17 Q And did you?
18 A | had seen himearlier, like five hours before.
19 Q Were you ever questioned about M. Trion going
20 |to gather bel ongings from M. Anderson's vehicle?
21 A | don't think so. | think they m ght have -- |
22 |read that sonewhere, but | don't think | was ever asked
23 |that question by them Because | -- Johnny, as |
24 |recall, got very nervous and just basically -- | don't
25 | know what the deal was. | honestly do not renenber,

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 194 of 389 PagelD 3167

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 192
1 |but, I nean, first of all, there would be nothing
2 |untoward about saying if a friend bunped into you and
3 |said, Hey, do ema favor, can you send your driver to
4 | come pick me up, that would not be unconmon.
5 | probably would have done it if | had been
6 |asked. If it was an inpound lot, | mght have a few
7 |nore questions. But, | nean, again it was -- it is just
8 |not ny nature to stop and think I wonder why this guy
9 |would want ny driver to go pick sonething up.
10 {wouldn't -- ny mnd probably would not go to that.
11 Q Did you understand the car was in an inpound
12 |lot?
13 A | found out |ater.
14 Q Yeah, and did you understand it got broken into
15 | and sone things were taken out of the vehicle?
16 A No, | did not know that. That is new
17 | know edge.
18 Q And you don't have any know edge of M. Trion
19 | being involved in that one way or the other?
20 A No, absolutely not. Johnny wouldn't do that.
21 |As | recall, Johnny telling ne the way it went down that
22 | basically he went there, and they were |ike, Wo are
23 |you? He was like, I'm-- like, Never mnd. | think he
24 |just left. So I don't know anything that happened nore
25 |than that. | renmenber Johnny just telling me that there
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1 |was -- he went there, they asked himsone questions, and
2 |just like don't worry about it. That was kind of the
3 | conclusion of it.
4 Q And when you say he went there, he went to the
5 |inmpound |ot?
6 A O he was at -- again, | don't recall asking
7 | Johnny, and |I'Il be the first to say if | had done that,
8 |1'd say, yeah, | did that. | just don't remenber ever
9 | asking hinm but, again, everyone knew Johnny. It would
10 | not be atypical and it is possible that R chard said,
11 | Hey, can you do ne a favor, can you give ne his nunber
12 |and just let himknow | just don't recall any of that,
13 |but, | nmean, | did not facilitate Johnny doi ng anything.
14 | Although, I'mjust going to say again, | nean, part of
15 |having a driver is people call you up and say, Hey, can
16 | we use your car for this or that? Can you do this or
17 |(that? | wouldn't -- | probably would not |ike raise any
18 | sort of red flags for that.
19 Q All right. So going back to the Heat hrow
20 | master gate | edger which we have previously marked as an
21 | exhibit and you have in front of you, 105, the next
22 |entry on June 21, 2017, is at 1:25 p.m, and it | ooks
23 | like you cane back in in your Cadillac at that point in
24 | tinme.
25 A | nean, | have no idea.
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1 Q You see that --

2 A Yeah, | see the nane, but | -- yeah, it |ooks
3 |like probably lunch. | don't know.

4 Q And | do notice that in your Wells Fargo

5 |records --

6 A Sonny's and then Lians.

7 Q Sonny's Barbecue is on page eight of 19 of that
8 |ledger. It looks |like you went to Sonny's and spent

9 | about $50 there on that day?

10 A Yes.

11 Q Could it have been the case that you picked up
12 | Sonny's and brought it home or took your kids to Sonny's
13 | for lunch or sonething al ong those |ines?

14 A VWll, mathematically -- yeah. [I'mjust trying
15 |to figure out what would total up to 50 bucks. It

16 |sounds like -- yeah. | don't -- | sonetimes pick it up
17 |and bring it hone. | sometinmes eat there. | don't --
18 |there's no -- | cannot glean any sort of -- | don't

19 | know. Probably had Sonny's, probably ate it there,

20 | m ght have cone hone with it. | don't know.

21 Q Going back to the gate | edger here, it |ooks
22 |the next entry there is at 4:48?

23 A Yes.

24 Q That is a IRERASIE2 do you see that?
25 A | do.
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1 Q Ckay. And that was probably M.

2 | pi cking up her son?

3 R EDACTECHERYCER

4 Q Were you hone at the tinme that M. JFEBEEEP cane
5 |to your residence?

6 A | don't know.

7 Q Are you certain that you dropped your kids off
8 |on the 22nd and not the 21st?

9 A. Vel |, yeah. Yes.

10 Q Ckay. Because the custody agreenent said that
11 | you woul d have your kids until the 22nd at 9:00 a. m

12 A.  Right.

13 Q |''mjust wondering if it could have been the

14 | case that you dropped themoff earlier?

15 A We woul d not do that because ny exw fe, being
16 |as you pointed out a famly attorney, was incredibly --
17 | she would love to have it nore -- she would have | oved
18 | to have nore overnights, we wuld have never done that.
19 | Just very precise and on -- whatever the equation was is
20 |what we did. There would not be they go back a day

21 |early or anything.

22 Q All right. Going back to the Wlls Fargo

23 |records here, | want to go to page nine of 19. There is
24 | a reference here to Twn Peaks in Altanonte Springs.

25 Do you see that?
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1 A Yes.

2 Q And it |ooks |ike you went there on the 21st

3 |which would have been -- you still would have had

4 | your -- and correct?

5 A Yes.

6 Q And do you recall going to Twin Peaks on that
7 | June 21, 20177

8 A | don't.

9 Q  Wuld you have taken your kids there,
10 | and [J=pIXSI=Ds.

11 A =EDXqIE. . possibly. Probably not [FERNSHEE.
12 |It's not that | wouldn't do it, she just wouldn't. She
13 |doesn't really like that kind of food.

14 Q Do you recal |l anything about your visit to Twn
15 | Peaks on June 21, 20177

16 A No.

17 Q Do you recall |ike who you would have net there
18 |or --

19 A No.

20 Q |s there a typical group that you neet there?
21 A | nean, | have -- | have friends who | see

22 |there, but no. | mean, what appears to be a $59 --

23 | probably what -- | nean, | know that that day went to
24 |the novies with Rebekah. | think we went to Buy Buy
25 | Baby to do sone cl ot hes shopping; but, |I nmean, again, |
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1 | had just been gone for some period of time and probably
2 |said like -- based on $55 -- I'msorry, $59 on that one
3 |and --
4 Q And then on the next day you went for a little
5 |bit --
6 A Yeah, that's nore typical. Listen, I'Il be the
7 |first to admt -- ny wife, | think she used a certain
8 | phrase for it, but I -- yeah, that would be nore
9 |typical -- that would be a nore typical trip for ne than
10 | a $59 one.
11 Q All right. And you said that on the 21st you
12 | had gone to the novies and Buy Buy Baby?
13 A Yes.
14 Q And what facts and circunstances |ead you to
15 | believe that you did the novies and Buy Buy Baby? What
16 |type -- sone type of record --
17 A No, just got back from vacation, and she
18 |wanted. M/ wife was real pregnant. She wanted to get
19 | sonme clothes for it. W had been gone, and wonen grow
20 |as their pregnant. | think she decided that she was
21 |entering the phase where she wanted to go get sone stuff
22 |so we went and got it.
23 Q |s there a credit card recei pt or sonething
24 |that you saw that refreshed your recollection that --
25 A Maybe. | think | did see sonething |Iike that,
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1 |but nmy -- it mght have been hers.

2 Q And she had an Anex, right?

3 A. Yes.

4 Q And was it just her spending noney on the Anex,
5 |and you used Wells Fargo at this point in tinme?

6 A No. We would use her credit card to bag points
7 | for anything, any travel and anything. Again, | don't

8 |like paying bills. M wife does it. 1'Il be the first
9 |to admt, paperwork is not ny strong suit. She's very
10 | good at it, so she's -- since we've been dating, |'d say
11 | probably six nonths into us dating, she nore or |ess

12 |just took over those things and then..

13 Q And do you recall what tineframe you went to
14 |the novies?

15 A No.

16 Q And do you recall what novie you saw?

17 A No.

18 Q Do you recall what timeframe you went to Buy
19 | Buy Baby?

20 A No.

21 Q Was it before or after your son -- or

22 | Ms. cane?

23 A | have no idea. | really don't know. And by
24 |the way, at that point in tinme, ny kids were 13 -- 14
25 |and 16. So, | nean, like, yeah. | don't know | don't
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1 | know.
2 Q So that day, referring to the 21st, you get
3 | honme in the wee hours of the norning?
4 A Yes.
5 Q And then you get up and go to Sonny's Barbecue
6 | for lunch?
7 A It sounds |ike ne.
8 Q And then you go to a novie, Buy Buy Baby, and
9 | Twi n Peaks?
10 A All in Atanonte.
11 Q And then get to LiamFitzpatrick's that day
12 |too, correct?
13 A For anot her 50 bucks. Probably a drink or
14 | maybe lunch. | don't know. | have no idea. | think we
15 |tried to find that fromthem and they didn't even have
16 |the record at the restaurant.
17 Q No, |'ve issued subpoenas too, and | haven't
18 | been able to --
19 A | would love to know. The answer is if you
20 |l ook on the -- I"'msure you have -- ny Liams tabs or
21 | nore rem niscent of that second Twin Peaks tab and not
22 |the first one. That is probably a day where | was just
23 | back and, you know, just...
24 Q Tw n Peaks, how |l ong does it take you to get
25 | fromyour hone to Tw n Peaks?
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1 A Fi fteen m nutes.
2 Q And Liams is just around the corner, right?
3 A Liamls is 3.3 mles fromny house.
4 Q So 15 mnutes to Twin Peaks. Liams, what does
5 |it take you?
6 A | think -- you know, you go down a road that is
7 125, 30 mles an hour, I'mnot in a huge rush, probably
8 |10, 15 minutes. But if you wanted to haul, you could
9 |probably make it a little faster. Again, it's
10 | International Parkway which is a wnding road, and it's
11 | not the fastest.
12 Q How often do you go to Twi n Peaks?
13 A It's one of about five restaurants that | visit
14 |with frequency.
15 Q Wul d you say you go there once, twi ce a week?
16 A Sur e.
17 Q Do you continue to go there today?
18 A Yes.
19 Q Did M. Geenberg ever join you at Tw n Peaks?
20 A Probably. | don't remenber, but probably.
21 (IExhi bit 109 was marked for identification.)
22 | BY MR PERKINS:
23 Q The next exhibit wll be 109, and these are
24 | text messages that you produced, texts between yourself
25 |and M. G eenberg.
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1 Do you see the bates stanp at the botton?
2 A No, | don't see that yet.
3 Q Ckay. One second. Do you see it now, text
4 | nmessages between yourself and M. G eenberg?
5 A Yes.
6 Q Ckay. And you see a bates range there?
7 A What's that?
8 Q The bates range at the bottomthere?
9 A What's the bates range?
10 Q These bates nunbers at the bottom 2271, for
11 | exanpl e, Dorworth?
12 A Sur e.
13 Q Ckay. So let's go to page nine here. There is
14 | a reference here, This was just texted to ne by a Twi n
15 | Peaks wai tress.
16 Do you see that?
17 A Yeah.
18 Q And that's you sending that. Do you know who
19 | that was, who that waitress was?
20 A | don't know.
21 Q Do you have -- how many waitresses from Twin
22 | Peaks do you have their contacts in your cell phone?
23 A None ri ght now.
24 Q What about back when this text string was sent?
25 |1 think this is October of 2019.
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1 A Wt hout knowi ng nore, | don't know who that

2 |would be. But, | nean, let me put it this way: If --
3 |it is not uncommon for people in ny life to say, You

4 | should -- if you are having a problemor sonmebody j ust

5 |got fired, call Chris. That happens quite regularly.

6 |In fact, |ike one of the waitresses at G afton was |i ke,
7 | Hey, you know, one of ny friends has sonme probl ens.

8 It would not be unconmon for someone to send me
9 | sonmething saying that they lost their job. | just don't
10 | know what that is referring to. That would be very

11 |typical. | have had like five people this year call ne
12 |and say, |I've got a DUI. [|'mjust sonebody who a | ot of
13 | people would -- they find thenselves in a circunstance
14 |like losing their job. Maybe it's that, but | don't

15 | know what that's referencing, and | don't have any idea
16 |what the Mam thing wuld be.

17 Q This doesn't refresh your recollection as to
18 |who this woul d have been?

19 A No, sir.

20 Q Do you know a Kl from Twi n Peaks? Does
21 |[that nane ring a bell at all?

22 A No. Kiiili?

23 (O N~ =0AC TECY

24 A No.

25 Q In the course of your deposition -- or your
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1 [wife's deposition, there was sone discussions about

2 |strip clubs.

3 Do you recall that?

4 A Yes.

5 Q And your wife was asked if you had been to a

6 |strip club since you were married in 2016.

7 Do you recall that |ine of questioning?

8 A Yes.

9 Q And her answer was that no, you had not been to
10 |a strip club.

11 Do you recall that?

12 A Yes.

13 Q And is that a true statenent?

14 A Yes.

15 Q And then there was sonme di scussion that --

16 | about sonme type of invitation that canme from Josh

17 | Katsur.

18 Do you recall that?

19 A Correct.
20 Q And can you tell ne about that?
21 A. | nmean, | didn't -- at the tine, | didn't think
22 |it was anything particularly sinister. Josh, who is
23 | Dr. Katsur's son, had reached out to ne, and we had net
24 |through a nmutual friend. At the tinme, | didn't really
25 | know what was going on, but Joel | think was in jail at
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1 |this point intine. He had already damaged al |l of

2 | Abby's stuff and was in there. Then Josh showed up

3 |through a nutual friend of mne naned Scott MIler.

4 | Scott asked if we could all get lunch together at

5 | HIIlstone.

6 And when we got there, | net him and he

7 |basically told me, My dad's kind of one of the G eenberg
8 | Partners at the dental place. And with all the Joe

9 |stuff, you know, | just wanted to neet you and ki nd of
10 |used that as his entre to cone in. And we becane

11 | friends, and, you know, Josh just told me his favorite
12 |thing to do was to go to the strip club. He loved -- he
13 |l oved being there. He loved the -- you know, |oved al
14 |the attention that you got. He said people are just so
15 |nice. You can drink and have a great tine. He was kind
16 |of in love with one of the waitress's there. He would
17 |ask if | wanted to go.

18 Q And when was the first time that he asked you
19 |to go?
20 A | don't know. | couldn't even tell you when
21 |the neeting was. \Wenever Joel was in jail after
22 | destroying Abby's stuff, shortly after that, | got
23 |there. He also hired ny attorney, the Katsurs did, over
24 | at Lowndes Drosdick for just a short period of tine.
25 | Same tine, same introduction, also through Scott MI|ler
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1 |and -- I'msorry, what was the question?
2 Q Wien was the first time that he asked you to go
3 |to a strip club because there was sone -- if you recall,
4 |there was an assertion in the deposition that nmaybe Abby
5 |or Joel G eenberg was behind the invitation.
6 A | believe Joel Geenberg was in jail. | don't
7 | think Abby or Joel G eenberg were behind anything. |
8 |think Dr. Katsur m ght be behind that. But again, |
9 |know that -- | know this because Josh told nme this. He
10 | said he was basically sent to neet me obviously with all
11 |the stuff with the G eenbergs. He kind of cane al nost
12 |[like I'"'ma friend. W're -- and the way he tal ked was
13 |very like the Katsurs did not have a | ot of respect for
14 | the G eenbergs because of all of the problens that had
15 | come from Joel.
16 Q And this first neeting was at Hill stone?
17 A Yeah, that wasn't just the first neeting. W
18 | had a lunch at Hillstone.
19 Q And it was you, Josh, and M. Mller?
20 A Scott MIler, yes.
21 Q The three of you?
22 A Correct.
23 Q And the best geographic -- the tinefranme that
24 |you can give ne best for that is after Joel was in jail?
25 A Yes.
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1 Q And why do you believe that Dr. Katsur was
2 | behind the invitation to you to go to a strip club?
3 A | don't know. | can't speak for Dr. Katsur.
4 | Dr. Katsur didn't answer a | ot of questions when we did
5 |ask him He just sort of decided what was private and
6 |what wasn't, but | think the point was just that we had
7 | had a conversation or we sort of nade the statenent that
8 || don't like strip clubs. | don't like strip clubs.
9 | took a human sexuality class at the
10 [ University of Florida. There's sone pictures on there
11 |that scarred ne to this day. |I'mjust not a -- I'ma
12 | clean person, and | don't -- the idea of it is just not
13 |attractive to ne, and | think we had made that comment.
14 | W had sort of had a conversation. | -- Rebekah
15 | remenbered this better than | did, but it was basically
16 |[to the effect of they -- Anne Pham had asked her, Do you
17 |really think your husband doesn't go to strip clubs?
18 | And she said, No, nmy husband does not go to strip clubs.
19 | That is a factual statenent.
20 And at that nmonment in tine, then |ike two days
21 |later there is an invite to come. Hey, we're going to
22 | go there. The way it was nade out to ne, | w sh had
23 |taken nore attention to this, but it was basically if
24 | you were soneone who |likes strip clubs, if you are
25 | sonmeone who Rachel's North which is the one in
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1 | Cassel berry that Josh Katsur was real big on, if this
2 |was your -- he had it basically like the best of
3 | everything. The best booze, the best girls, the best
4 |all this stuff, and | politely declined.
5 Q And did that invitation cone by text or --
6 A | don't know.
7 Q You don't know?
8 A | don't know. Probably a phone call. 1t could
9 | have been a text. | don't know.
10 Q And you said that Josh did not have kind things
11 |to say?
12 A Yes.
13 Q And what -- can you el aborate on that?
14 A | nean, there -- probably had two dozen
15 | conversations on the subject, and it was basically just
16 | about how the Greenbergs, they've screwed everything up
17 (with Joel, and his dad is going to cone in and fix it.
18 | And, you know, the -- at first he was kind of |ike, Hey,
19 |are you -- | believe in retrospect he was just searching
20 |for information because they had deci ded they were going
21 |to go and start |ying about me and Gaetz and others to
22 |try to get us wapped into the thing so that Joel could
23 |get less tinme. And so | think probably what they were
24 |trying to do is just sort of keep track on ne.
25 But, you know, | met Josh, and we socialized
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1 |frequently. He threw a party for ne at his house, had a
2 |DJ, and a full dinner. And | reciprocated by having --
3 |when the novie Comng to Anerica 2 cane out, | hosted a
4 | party at ny house. This was a real party. Probably had
5 30 people at it, 40 people at it. Josh and a bunch of

6 | his friends, | considered them-- at the time | had no

7 |idea that Joel was out doing this scunmbag stuff trying

8 |to drag people in there. So | just -- | took it at face
9 | val ue.

10 To be very clear, the day that Joel got

11 |arrested where his house got raided, Sue and Abby call ed
12 |[ne. I'mthe one that called and got -- nade sure the

13 |governor's office knew he was going to resign. | wote
14 | Joel's resignation letter. | nean, it was nme and Vince
15 |Gtro. | made sure that the staff was nade aware of

16 |what was going on. | did a lot of things, and | didn't
17 |do it because they paid ne any noney. | did it because
18 || was trying to ook out for Abby and Sue.

19 But as soon as Joel got stuck in there, they
20 |just said the hell with you. Everybody -- and again, |
21 | do believe that Joel tries to persuade the world that he
22 |is sonmehow not too blane for this, and this is other
23 | people's thing. | think the Greenbergs are just
24 | pathol ogically stupid when it cones to believing Joel's
25 |stuff. So ny guess is that ny -- in retrospect, | just
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1 |assune that it was the Katsurs that wanted to keep track
2 | because they knew the strategy of what Joel was doing,

3 |tryingtolieto --

4 Q What notivation would Dr. Katsur have to get

5 |information -- be searching for information so that he

6 |could lie about you and Matt CGaetz?

7 A Wll, all | can do is tell you this nuch: Qut
8 | of nowhere, | get invited to a lunch through a nutual

9 |friend. | was told by that nutual friend that the

10 | G eenbergs were highly desirous to being hel pful to ne.
11 |1 was encouraged to go along and start an insurance

12 | conpany that would have all the providers for G eenberg
13 | Dental. That was done fromJosh Katsur. | went so far
14 |as to actually consult with | awers, Tim Mead and

15 | others, in Tallahassee about what goes into creating an
16 |insurance practice for a dental practice.

17 So | can tell you they came and they had a real
18 | high level of interest. And Josh specifically told ne
19 | his dad was the one who would sort of encouraging of it
20 | all happeni ng which was very surprising when Dr. Katsur
21 |denied that in the deposition. But | nmet Josh, | net
22 | Josh's best friend who was the |awer for Dr. Katsur who
23 || believe was in a -- nice guy. Was in a car crash, and
24 |1 want to say he was quadriplegic, and -- but he was
25 |their attorney. Josh said, My dad takes -- Josh al ways
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1 |tried to make this point out of it. Like -- | was |ike,
2 || don't know what you're talking about. | don't have an
3 |issue wth Greenberg Dental because | didn't realize

4 |they were out trying to get me and ny friend jailed for
5 |things we didn't do.

6 Q And what evidence do you have that Dr. Katsur

7 |was |ying about you or Matt Gaetz to the authorities and
8 |the press?

9 A | don't think |I said -- | don't know that he

10 | ever said anything to the authorities or the press. |
11 | think that he was keeping track because he has a

12 {multimllion dollar investment, and he knew that his

13 | partners, the Greenbergs, and their kid were out there
14 |trying to nmess around with ne, mess around with Mtt

15 | Gaetz for the purpose of getting us in crimnal trouble
16 |so that their son could get out of jail faster. | do

17 |think that Dr. Katsur was aware of that.

18 And |isten, nobody says that the G eenbergs are
19 |stupid. | think they're probably aware of the fact that
20 |lying about a U S. congressman and sonebody who is a
21 | | obbyi st probably carries with it sone risk because --
22 | you know, and so ny guess is Dr. Katsur was keeping
23 | close track on that.
24 Q So as you sit here right now, you have no
25 |recollection of who this waitress was from Twi n Peaks?
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1 A No. | don't really understand what the text
2 |is. Wiy would the -- why did | lose ny job because sone
3 |jerks...
4 Q In Mam weren't follow ng the rules.
5 A | don't even know what that neans. | nean, |
6 |can't follow -- | don't know. No idea.
7 Q Let's go back to the Wlls Fargo. W have this
8 |LiamFitzpatrick entry for 6/21.
9 Do you see that?
10 A. Yes.
11 Q 55 bucks. Do you have any recollection for
12 |what that was for, and who you were with?
13 A No.
14 Q |s there a place you typically sat at Liam
15 |Fitzpatrick's or --
16 A Typically in the back at a place called The
17 | Snug.
18 Q And was there a bartender or person that waited
19 |on you that you typically dealt with there in The Snug?
20 A | nmean, | would go to Liamls sonme nonths 20
21 |tinmes. You know, there would be different bartenders in
22 |there. | don't have an office/office, so oftentines I
23 |wWll have neetings, and ny direct location was al ways
24 |Liam's. During the day, | would go to Twin Peaks or
25 |Hllstone, and typically afternoon/evening at G afton.
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1 | And al so wal k hone.
2 Q You woul d wal k honme from Liam s?
3 A | mean, Liams is 3.3 mles fromny house.
4 | Tw n Peaks was a | ong distance fromny house. Usually I
5 |would drive. | don't know -- but, | nmean, if there ever
6 |cane a tinme where | had too nmuch to drink, | mght walk
7 | home. It took about an hour.
8 Q On June 21st, | have gone through your AT&T
9 | phone records and had a coupl e of questions about sone
10 | of the calls that were placed on June 21, 2017. One was
11 |with a M. Luke dasson, CGL-A-S-SON, on June 21,
12 | 2017, at 8:53 eastern tine.
13 Wo was M. Casson?
14 A He's ny civil engineer for ny devel opnent
15 | busi ness.
16 Q And what devel opnent business is that?
17 A Vll, it would be through CED Strategies. |
18 | don't have |ike one corporation that | use for
19 | everything, but Luke was ny project engineer for
20 | probably ten different deals.
21 Q And then another call was nade -- or a text,
22 |1'"'msorry, with a Ben Christine Mrales of Elite Options
23 | on June 21, 2017, at 9:41.
24 Do you know a M. MNoral es?
25 A 9:41 at night or 9:41 in the norning?
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1 Q 9:41 at night.
2 A | don't think I know a Ben Mbral es.
3 Q Ben M fromElite Options, that name doesn't
4 |\ring a bell?
5 A | don't know what Elite Options is. | nean,
6 |it's possible that | know himfrom Uber Eats or
7 |sonething, but | don't think I know a Ben Mdrales. |If |
8 |do, | don't know how... Remnd you, | was in politics
9 |[for along tinme, so sonetines | wll have -- like I'll
10 | be Facebook friends with sonebody, and | don't know who
11 |(they are. It just goes back to that time. So | don't
12 | know a Ben Moral es?
13 Q And then at 10:39 p.m that night, you had a 30
14 | second call with a Holloway Credit Solutions froma
15 | nunber out of southern Al abama (334) 396-3000.
16 Does that ring a bell?
17 A No. Wiat's it called?
18 Q Hol | oway, H O L-L-O WA-Y?
19 A No, | don't know what that is. 10:40 at night?
20 Q This was 10:39 on June 21, 2017. And if you
21 |l ook at the gate code going back to 105 on that day
22 |which is page five, you cone into the nei ghborhood at
23 [10:59 p. m
24 Do you see that night?
25 A What tinme am | | ooking for?
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1 Q June 21st.
2 A Ckay.
3 Q You cone into the neighborhood that night 20
4 |mnutes after you nade that call to Holloway, and | was
5 |just curious if that nane rang a bell at all. Nothing?
6 A (Wtness shakes head.)
7 Q Do you know where you were comng in fromon
8 | June 21st at 10: 597
9 A | do not. It was the end of the day, but |
10 | m ght have |eft and cone back. | just don't know.
11 Q Ckay. And it was a Wednesday ni ght.
12 A Yeah, | had a real pregnant wife. | nean, she
13 | m ght have been hungry and wanted sonething. It doesn't
14 | take much to figure out what it probably was, but | was
15 | probably just going to get sonething for her.
16 Q And your two kids, 14 and 16, were at your
17 | house that night?
18 A Yes.
19 Q You' re absolutely certain of that?
20 A | nmean, | will tell you this nmuch that as a
21 | general rule because of the fact that ny exwife was a
22 | divorce attorney, because of the fact that we were in --
23 |as this was all going on right nowin the mddle of a
24 |guardian ad |item argunent over nme wanting nore custody
25 |of ny kids than | had, and that | had al ready signed the
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1 | agreenment with the guardian ad litemand that they could
2 |do a status check at any point in tinme, | nean, | can
3 |tell you this nmuch: | was keeping ny kids every day
4 tuntil -- if it was 9:00, | would probably sit with them
5 (until 8:59 when | pull up. | was very desirous of
6 | spending as nuch tinme with ny children as | coul d.
7 |Especially at this point in tine because of the guardi an
8 |ad litemreport, the custody case, and everything el se.
9 Q And you're aware of the allegation that you net
10 {[with "AB" either on the night of the 21st or the 22nd?
11 A | thought it was the 21st. | thought that was
12 |the day she designated | nmet with her. | never net
13 |"AB." | never went to a hotel roomw th Joel.
14 | That's --
15 Q Have you ever been to the Orlando Marriott Lake
16 | Mary where --
17 A Yes.
18 Q Where it was identified by Ms. "B"?
19 A Yes.
20 Q On how nmany occasi ons?
21 A | nean, | had ny victory party there when | won
22 | ny elections back in 2007, 2008, 2010. So, | nean,
23 |yeah. It is the convention hotel in the area. It's
24 |where all the dinners are. They opened a Westin a few
25 |years back, and that has split that up. But, | nean, |
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1 | have been to that thing -- probably been to a 150 events
2 |at that hotel over the years.

3 Q And as you sit here today, you believe it's a
4 | case of mstaken identity?

5 A |''mal nost certain it is. The way that -- the
6 |way that "A" -- either "AB" is just outwardly |ying at

7 | the encouragenent of Joel which, you know, could be, or
8 |nore likely that there was sonebody el se who and maybe

9 |they introduced himas Chris, maybe they didn't. |

10 | don't know. | never nmet the woman. She can't identify
11 |really ny accent. She couldn't tell ne anything we

12 |tal ked about. | mean, I'ma talker, and, | nean, the

13 |idea that she would just have no idea about anything, |
14 |don't think she net nme. | think she probably -- it was
15 | probably Joe Ellicott or sonmebody else, but | know it

16 | was not ne.

17 Q She had nentioned -- you sat through her

18 | deposition, Ms. "B", correct?

19 A Yes.
20 Q And she had nmentioned that you had expressed
21 |that you were at an event that night.
22 Do you recall that testinony?
23 A Yeah, she did say that.
24 Q Were you at any type of event on --
25 A | don't think so.
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1 Q -- on June 21st?
2 A | believe | was with ny wife and ny kids that
3 | day.
4 Q What about on the 22nd? WAs there any type of
5 |event that you --
6 A Again, | don't know, but | don't think so.
7 |1 -- the 21st is a zero percent chance of that stuff
8 | because | woul d probably not go to an event if | had ny
9 | kids that night. | nean, | wuld, | was not the type of
10 | parent that woul d have the kids but not be the with
11 | kids. It just wouldn't happen. O course, Joel's
12 |[testinony in his interrogatories, he says we went to
13 | Liam s right beforehand. She says that | canme froma
14 |party. So | think they're just making this stuff up as
15 |they go along. What did not happen is | did not neet
16 (with Joel Geenberg and "AB" at a hotel that day or
17 |ever.
18 My belief is pretty sinple. | think that he
19 | knew that he had to -- in order for there to be a crine,
20 |there had to be sonebody underage. | think it's nade
21 | up. He probably knew he had a day like this with her
22 | and just worked backwards on that. | don't think there
23 |is any -- there is no -- | don't renenber any events at
24 |the time. | probably wouldn't have gone to themeven if
25 | there had been. So, no, | don't think so.
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1 Q Let's nmove on to June 22nd then. Do you see

2 |[that? Going back to the gate |edger, Exhibit 105 up on

3 | the screen.

4 Do you see that?

5 A Yes.

6 Q Ckay. And | have two entries there, both for

7 | Uber.

8 Do you see that?

9 A Yes.

10 Q One for 6:46 p.m and then one for 11:04 p.m

11 Do you see that?

12 A Yes.

13 Q Wul d that have been you comng into the

14 | nei ghborhood in an Uber?

15 A | have no idea. M kids were 16 and 13 at the

16 |tinme, and they were -- ny daughter didn't have her

17 | driver's license yet. She waited |like a year after she

18 [turned 16 to do that. So that could have been them

19 | That coul d have been ne.

20 Q Let ne stop you right there. The custody

21 | agreenent says you had to drop your kids off by 9:00

22 la.m --

23 A So in that case they were gone.

24 Q So in all likelihood, this was you comng into
25 | the nei ghborhood in an Uber?
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1 A Probably getting picked up and then dropped
2 |off.
3 Q Ckay. Because we did see evidence that you
4 |were at Tw n Peaks and Liams on this day, correct?
5 A And you saw how much | spent. The odds are
6 | good that | was probably not in a good place to drive
7 | home, so | Ubered there and back.
8 Q Now, you had mentioned that you | ooked for your
9 | Uber receipts back in 2017, and your app didn't go back
10 |that far?
11 A Yeah. The feds asked ne to provide ny Uber
12 | stuff. Actually, Uber got turned off on ny phone for
13 |awhile as a function of this. | was able to get it back
14 | on; but, yeah, |I was unable to do that.
15 Q Did you have to give the feds your phone? D d
16 [they take it?
17 A No. | think they only took the phones from
18 | peopl e who wouldn't conply with their discovery
19 | requests.
20 Q Have you asked informally Uber, Hey, do you
21 | have ny receipts fromback in the sumer of 20177
22 A | don't really have a nmeans by which to ask
23 |informally those questions. | believe | called and
24 | asked them-- | think we called and said, you know - -
25 Q Wll, |'ve subpoenaed them --
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1 A Yeah. Well, | couldn't subpoenaed t hem because
2 |it was a crimnal investigation back then, but you have
3 |them | just don't.

4 Q | don't have themyet, but I'mworking on it.

5 A Good | uck.

6 Q | was just curious if you' ve had any contact

7 |with Uber --

8 A No.

9 Q Now - -

10 A We turned over basically every record -- |

11 | think they asked for it, and | was able to produce a

12 | bunch of it, but I think on the dates in question here,
13 |it was...

14 Q Now, you do you recall testifying that when the
15 | FBI was aski ng you sone questions, you went back into

16 |your gate |edger and were able to find sone of these

17 | nanes?

18 A Vell, I didn't know there was a gate | edger

19 |until we got to that thing, and they said when we were
20 |at the thing, they said, |ike, W know she was at your
21 | house. | said, Well, how do you know she was at ny
22 | house? They said, Well, she's on the gate log. So |
23 |went hone and ny wife was there, and | said, Honey, we
24 | need to find apparently sone way to get the gate |ogs.
25 So Rebekah is the one that actually went into
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1 |[the room She called up the HOA and figured out the

2 |deal, got our log and everything. So after | got back

3 |fromthe FBI interview, as soon as | walked in nmy front
4 |door, | told her this, she -- they call up, we find

5 |those things, and we see -- | find out that this "AB"

6 | wnman has been at ny house. [|I'mlike, | have never net
7 |her. | don't know what to tell you. And so | go into

8 | ny phone and see it's the sane tine | was on the water.

9 |I think it was |ike nine or ten mnutes apart or

10 | whatever it was.

11 Q | notice that the gate | edger, the snapshots

12 |that you were able to pull, had another category in them
13 |that identified the person riding in an Uber.

14 A All I dois just loginto nmy thing. It's just
15 | there.

16 Q |f you were to go into that today, could you

17 |figure out -- could you go all the way back to 2017?

18 A No, that doesn't go back that far. You can go
19 | back further on the conputer, but you can't do it on
20 | your phone. But we have done that. |'ve gone through.
21 Q Because |'ve asked Heathrow to identify the
22 |riders in these Ubers. Apparently there is another
23 |category that | can get. |I'mwaiting on that to conme in
24 |too, but I'massumng that this was --
25 A That's not done every time. | think that's
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1 |sort of howthey do it. There is plenty of tines if

2 |it's just an Uber driver, they let you right in and ask
3 |where you're going. But, yeah, | don't know. Like | --
4 |they do weird things too. Like one time on those things
5|1 want to say it was M ke Fischer and then Eric

6 | Fogl esong was in the passenger seat. So |'m not

7 |terribly clear how that was known to anybody because

8 |they don't ask you. It's |like who are you in the

9 |driver's seat? Who are you in the passenger seat? They
10 | don't do that.

11 Q Going back to the summary of Wells Fargo

12 | records which was Exhibit 108, | have that back up on

13 | the screen, and we have been tal ki ng about the 22nd.

14 Do you see that up there?

15 A Yes.

16 Q And it looks like |I have two entries for Twi n
17 | Peaks, one for 234.73 and one for 31.29, and then | have
18 |a LiamFitzpatrick's for 260, correct?

19 A |''mjust confused because | could have sworn
20 | you guys -- sonebody said that Joel was only at that
21 | hotel for one day, so | don't know how on the -- |
22 | didn't have it on the 21st either, but on the 22nd, |
23 | know the evening things. You'd think they'd take them
24 |out at 3:00 or sonething, noon, whatever the checkout
25 |is. But anyway, | was at Twi n Peaks obviously that day.
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1 Q Ckay. Do you recall anything about your visit
2 |[to the Twin Peaks on the 22nd?
3 A No. That was -- that would probably be a
4 | drinking session.
5 Q Wth somebody?
6 A Probably ny buddi es, yeah.
7 Q Jason Brodeur and --
8 A Jason doesn't love those places. He's not a --
9 |I nean, he's a state senator, so he can't go to -- there
10 |is nothing wong with Twin Peaks, but | just think -- he
11 | has been there before, but | don't think he's a -- he
12 | doesn't frequently...
13 Q Wio woul d be a buddy that you would go to Twin
14 | Peaks wi th?
15 A |'ve got a bunch of buddies that go. Eric
16 | Fogl esong woul d be one of them
17 Q Ckay. Do you have any idea why there'd be two
18 |entries there?
19 A Wl |, because one person got off and asked that
20 |we close the tab, and we stayed and paid a second tab.
21 Q And then your standard operating procedure
22 |would be Twin Peaks in the day and Liam Fitzpatrick's in
23 | the evening?
24 A Could be -- well, | don't know there is -- we
25 | don't have a standard operating procedure; but in
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1 | general, at nighttime | just don't like to be too far
2 |away fromny house in that regard.
3 Q Wul d you ever take an Uber to Tw n Peaks and
4 |then take an Uber from Twi n Peaks to LiamFitzpatrick's
5 |and then LiamFitzpatrick's to home? Wuld that be --
6 A Sure. It doesn't sound |ike sonething |I'd do,
7 [but it could be.
8 Q There is a Peach Valley Cafe referenced there
9 | in Heathrow
10 When woul d you have done that, the Peach Valley
11 | Caf e?
12 A It's a breakfast place. They're open until
13 [ 2: 00 in the afternoon, 2:30 in the afternoon.
14 Q Wul d it be possible that you went there to eat
15 | breakfast with your kids to say goodbye and then dropped
16 |themoff at your exw fe's house in College Park?
17 A Hi ghly possi bl e.
18 Q Now, do you recall in the course of the
19 | deposition of Ms. "B" | asked her if you had any
20 | di stinguishing features?
21 A | do.
22 Q A tattoo or birthmark, and her response to that
23 |was big belly and small penis.
24 Do you recall that?
25 A Yeah. |If | ever net her before, that would
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1 | have really bothered ne, but | have never net her so |
2 |don't take it personally.
3 Q In the sumrer of 2017, was your appearance any
4 |different than it is nowin ternms of weight?
5 A My weight fluctuates. The nost | ever weighed
6 |was 340. |'m probably around 285 now. So, | nean,
7 |that -- around that time | was probably around 3 -- |
8 | have no idea. | could not -- you have got a picture of
9 |ne, and that's what it is, and | don't know what ny
10 | wei ght was.
11 Q You were heavier than you are now?
12 A | nmean, | gain or |Iose 20 pounds in a few
13 |weeks. It doesn't take long. 1'ma big guy.
14 Q And do you have a tattoo or birthmark --
15 A No.
16 Q -- or anything like that?
17 And you're circuntised, correct?
18 A Yeah, |ike 81 percent of people I think. Yeah.
19 Q There was sone discussion in the course of your
20 |wife's deposition about neasuring your penis.
21 Do you recall that?
22 A Yes.
23 Q And she said she neasured it?
24 A Yes.
25 Q And it was eight inches long; is that right?
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1 A Yes.
2 Q Wien did she neasure it?
3 A Wl l, she did again that night --
4 MR ANDRADE: |'mgoing to object to --
5 THE WTNESS: | don't mnd answering. That
6 ni ght we got back and she said, | want to nmake sure,
7 and it was the exact sane.
8 | BY MR PERKI NS:
9 Q And one of the theories you have in this case
10 |is mstaken identity, correct?
11 A Listen, | amnot -- | have never net "AB." As
12 || have never nmet her, | can have no insight to her
13 |thoughts because | haven't talked to her. | don't know
14 | what she thinks. | know she obviously went and told her
15 |l awyers who threatened to sue nme that this happened.
16 | She couldn't even list details |ike what the hotel was
17 |when we first sued her. Not terribly clear to nme why
18 | she woul d be sending denmand letters to me when they
19 | didn't have anything on that.
20 Joel told ne this was going to happen. If |
21 | didn't get himpardoned, either the Ballard firmor
22 |through Matt Gaetz, he said he was going to make them ny
23 |problem He did that. He told nme he had to pay her
24 |attorneys. She lied about that in an interrogatory and
25 |said that it never happened. And we said, Wat about
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1 |this? And she said, Ch, | did go to that one, but I

2 | never retained him or nothing becane, some semanti cal
3 | thing.

4 The reality is that Joel G eenberg sent her to
5 |alawer, the bill was already taken care of, that was
6 | conveyed as part of the discovery that was given via

7 Migghale: | believe. She went there and net with
8 |a lawyer, and then she refused to discuss what they

9 |talked about. So ny general operating thought is that
10 | the G eenbergs told her what to do and sent her al ong
11 |this path and told her that they're probably going to
12 | pay noney. And she and he said as nuch -- Mladimr St.
13 | Louis said as nuch when he claimed that Joel had told
14 | himthat.

15 Q What evidence do you have that the G eenbergs
16 |paid any legal bills for "AB"?

17 A | nmean, Joel. | think -- | have evidence that
18 | Joel -- they paid for Joel's |life because he lost his
19 |job, they took away his $5 mllion in the AWG st ock
20 | wi thout conpensation. | mean, they're the ones that did
21 |all this stuff. Wat do you nean? That is..
22 Q VWl 1, do you have evidence that they were
23 | paying the legal bills for "AB"?
24 A | mean, | know that Joel said, Go to this
25 |attorney. The attorney bill has already been paid for.




Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 230 of 389 PagelD 3203

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 228
1 Q That is Andrew Searl e?
2 A. That's the name, Andrew -- it's S-E-A-R-L-E,
3 |Searle. And then she |ied about that, and then in a --
4 |later she says, On, | did go there, but | didn't retain
5 him And then |I think the question was |ike, Do you
6 | know who paid the bill? She didn't know. So, | nean,
7 |the Greenbergs -- or Joel Geenberg sent her to an
8 |attorney, and she did not get a bill for it. And then
9 |they refused to answer what they tal ked about in that
10 | conversati on.
11 | am hi ghly suspicious that they were giving
12 | her strong encouragenent to go down a path and --
13 | because ot herwi se, why woul d she send ne a demand
14 |letter? She literally didn't have any sort of -- as
15 | soon as we sued, this and that, but the reality was she
16 |was put up to do that by sonebody.
17 Q Did you ever talk to the attorney that sent you
18 | the demand | etter on behalf of "AB"?
19 A No. M attorney did, R chard Hornsby.
20 Q Going back to the m staken identity, Ellicott
21 |versus you, have you ever had a discussion with
22 |M. Ellicott about the possibility of a m staken
23 |identity here?
24 A | haven't talked to Joe Ellicott in years. |
25 |think the last tinme | spoke to Joe Ellicott is when |
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1 |told you that Abby and Sue called me crying because Joel
2 | had been arrested. | called and gave Joe a heads up. |
3 |think that was the last tine we tal ked.
4 Q Do you have any sense of the dinensions of
5 |M. Ellicott's penis?
6 A | have no idea. I'mnot surprised to know that
7 |1 do not know the answer to that question.
8 Q Goi ng back to the guest |edger now, let's go to
9 | July 15th, page six of ten. | have that up on the
10 | screen for everybody, Exhibit 105. The first entry
11 |[there is a Mchael Fischer. W talked about him He
12 |works up in Tallahassee; is that right?
13 A Yes.
14 Q And he has cerebral palsy, correct?
15 A He does.
16 Q How do you know M. Fischer?
17 A | have known Fish for a very long time. M ke
18 |was the executive director of an organization called the
19 | Florida Student Association which is the student
20 | governnments of the public universities of the state of
21 |Florida. And when | was student body president at the
22 |University of the Florida in 1997 and 1998, | was the
23 |two-termchai rman of that organization.
24 So after that, | mean, | wasn't particularly
25 |involved in stuff, and it wasn't |ike once you graduate
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1 | and nove on you don't stick around the student
2 | government stuff. But to this day, | neet people who
3 | are FSA executive directors or chairs. So | met him
4 |through that, and then he and Matt (Gaetz are cl ose
5 |friends. | got to know himbetter through that, but he
6 | has becone one of ny dear friends.
7 Q Wien was the last tine you had contact with
8 | M. Fischer?
9 A We text exchanged stuff yesterday. Not about
10 [this case.
11 Q Now, were you honme when he got there --
12 A | don't know. | nean --
13 Q -- at 3:207?
14 A | remenber Fish being there, but | think it was
15 |the next day. | think | was already gone by that point
16 |in tine.
17 Q And gone by that point in tinme would have been
18 | droppi ng Rebekah off at the airport and then goi ng out
19 {wth M. Mrris?
20 A Agai n, you've conflated those two. | don't
21 | know when Rebekah flew. [I'mtelling you ny wife is big
22 |on things like flying out at 6:00 in the norning, do
23 |certain things to get ahead of things. |If that is the
24 | case, she does not usually drag nme into that. |If it's a
25 | 2:00 flight, | definitely taken her. | would have
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1 | probably offered if it's 6:00 in the norning flight.

2 | She's pregnant. | don't really love the idea of ny wfe
3 |there. M guess is she probably had a m dnorning

4 |flight. | do not know. | do not knowif | went back

5 |hone. | don't show nyself on the gate, so | don't think
6 |1 was, but | don't know. And | think I went to Publix,
7 |then | went to ny buddy's house and stayed on the boat

8 | and drank a | ot of booze.

9 Q Have you di scussed the July 15, 2017, gathering
10 (with M. Fischer?

11 A No. | think in the testinony he said -- his

12 |testinony, if | remenber, he said I was not there, so |
13 |don't...

14 Q Yeah. He said you were not there. He did say
15 |that M. Gaetz was there, and he did say that M. Gaetz
16 | spent the night.

17 A Again, | nean, Matt and Fish are friends, very
18 | good friends. That is -- they would know. | just -- |
19 |don't think I saw himand definitely didn't see any of
20 |those girls.

21 Q And the girls you're referring to woul d be

22 and "AB"?

23 A Yes.

24 Q Did you see at your hone on July
25 |15, 20177
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1 A | don't think | did. She would have got there
2 |at 4:42, and | was gone by then so no.

3 Q Do you know who was hosting this party on July
4 |15, 2017, if you were gone?

5 MR. ANDRADE: nject to form

6 THE WTNESS: | nean, again, | take trenendous
7 exception to the idea that it was a party. You

8 know, again, there is seven of us. | count here --
9 even if you count Gaetz which | don't -- Fish said
10 he did. Mke Fischer, Gaetz, Bl "AB "
11 Mgl Joe Ellicott. That's -- it's not a big

12 group. It's a small group of folKks.

13 | never met "AB." | do believe -- | believe |
14 met one tinme. | Dbelieve that was out
15 at a bar or sonething |ike that because Joe -- Big
16 Joe Ellicott was totally in love with Kiskedls and
17 wanted to marry her, thought that he had sort of

18 found this tremendous gemvia this -- | guess via
19 Seeki ng Arrangenent or whatever it was. But he was
20 very much in |ove.
21 |f you read some of the interrogatories or sone
22 of the stuff | think we turned over fromthe feds,
23 sone of the stuff they had there, he described her
24 as his girlfriend. He was very much in |ove with
25 her. If | had net her at ny house at this point in
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1 time, | probably would have nade a bi g deal out of
2 her because ny friend was deeply in love with her.
3 Then about two weeks later, as | recall --

4 well, he called ne up one day and asked ne if |

5 could conme join himat Duffy's, and | wasn't really
6 particularly close with Joe. | nean, that was sort
7 of out of the -- we had never been for food before.
8 And | said, Sure. You know, again, he was a client
9 of m ne, and he worked for Joel and he was high up
10 in the tax collector's office and | really didn't
11 know what it was about.

12 | got there and Joe was in tears. It was

13 basically had a bunch of food on the table, and

14 i ke, you know, had to stop and | ower his head. |
15 nmean, it was very serious, and | asked hi mwhat was
16 | wong. And he said he found -- picked up
17 phone and found a series of what would be very --
18 we'll call it not positive images of a wonan if you
19 t hought she was the | ove of your life and you were
20 | together, finding her having group sex and bei ng on
21 the receiving end of things that | don't think nost
22 peopl e want to see happen to a wonan that they |ove.
23 But he was just beside hinself, and he al so
24 ki nd of acknowl edged. He said |like, Listen, you
25 neet sonebody the way | net her, | knew that she
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1 wasn't sone pristine thing, but | just didn't think
2 she would do this. Joe was -- he thought that she
3 really loved him and he finds a video full of not
4 a-- 1 didn't ask the details. | wasn't |ike, Hey,
5 | et ne see the phone or anything. He didn't have
6 t he phone. | think she was in the shower and he
7 pi cked up the phone, saw sonebody text there,
8 started scrolling through the texts to see who it
9 was and saw all the videos exchanged back and forth
10 and stuff |ike that and he was just norose.
11 | BY MR PERKI NS:
12 Q When was that nmeeting at Duffy's with
13 (M. Ellicott?
14 A | think it was around August 1st, August 2nd,
15 | August 3rd, sonmewhere around there. | nean, again, just
16 |to be totally clear on that one. In the thing that |
17 |turned over, it said sonething to the effect of --
18 | somet hi ng about August -- as of August 1st that she --
19 | she basically denied ever having a relationship with him
20 (which | will tell you was news to him but, you know,
21 |she -- | think she basically said, Listen, you' re not
22 |going to do this. So after that stayed and becane real
23 | good friends. | want to say it was around early August.
24 Q o 201772
25 A Yeah. It was whatever -- and again, to be
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1 |totally clear, it is not nmy total recollection. It's
2 |aided by the thing that | got fromthe feds.
3 Q And you had nentioned the things that you got
4 |fromthe feds on several occasions. Those would be the
5 |proffers that M. Ellicott nade?
6 A Yes.
7 Q And how did you get your hands on thenf?
8 A M ke Shirley.
9 Q And did M. Shirley give you anything else from
10 |that exhibit list that has all those proffers that
11 | everybody's been | ooking for?
12 A Everything | got | gave to you. Every single
13 | docunent.
14 Q And you know there is a bunch of text nessages
15 |on that exhibit [ist between "AB" and Ellicott?
16 A | do not know t hat.
17 Q Did he give you any -- have you seen any --
18 A | don't think | have, no.
19 Q -- texts between "AB" and Ellicott?
20 A. No.
21 Q And how did M. Shirley give you those
22 | docunents?
23 A W net at Gafton Street, and he would air drop
24 | them
25 Q And M. Shirley, did you discuss wth him at
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1 |all if he did have the text nmessages from"AB" that is
2 |on that exhibit list?
3 A There was not |ike sone folder of stuff. You
4 |want this, you want -- | didn't get to peruse all his
5 |stuff, but just basically everything he had. Everything
6 | he gave ne | passed on. | amnot aware of anything
7 |nore. It wasn't a great nunber of things. It was just
8 |a handful of things. It was real sinple. He said, Hey,
9 |I think I have sone things that m ght be hel pful to you.
10 Q And that's how you got those proffers that were
11 | produced right before M. Ellicott's deposition?
12 A Yes.
13 Q Have you seen the governnent's exhibit list in
14 |the Mke Shirley case?
15 A No.
16 Q Do you have an understanding that there's text
17 | messages on there between M. Ellicott and "AB"?
18 A | don't know why Joe Ellicott woul d have text
19 | messages in a lawsuit against Mke Shirley. [|'m not
20 | fol | ow ng.
21 Q Vell, the government's exhibit |ist has those
22 |on there, and they have the proffers of Joe Ellicott on
23 |there too. So | was just curious as to whether
24 | M. Shirley had access to all the governnment's exhibits
25 |or -- and how you were able to select which ones --
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1 A He -- again, | was not selecting. He -- |ook,
2 |again, it was an affirmative thing. | always got al ong
3 |fine wwth Mke Shirley. | thought he was a reasonably
4 | nice guy. He was -- he was getting paid sonme crazy
5 | amount of noney by Joel G eenberg fromthe tax
6 |collector's office. | want to say it was like 25 to
7 | $30, 000 a nont h.
8 Q To do what ?
9 A. | don't know. And the only conversation | ever
10 |had with him | think we were in person; but | said,
11 | Listen, you need to know something that you're talking
12 | about Joel Greenberg. You're talking about the tax
13 |collector's office. You are tal king about a | ot of
14 | noney. So be prepared because soon or later you're
15 | going to have to cone answer that question. That was
16 | about the only conversation | had with him but M ke
17 | Shirley appreciated the fact that | was affirmatively
18 |l ooking out for himand that was years ago when t hat
19 | happened. It turns out he was giving that noney back to
20 | Joel and certainly wound up having the stuff. But after
21 |that, he said, Hey, listen, I have sone things that I
22 |think woul d be hel pful to you. Can you neet up?
23 Q And then he just air dropped themto you?
24 A Yes, sir.
25 Q And then you just turned around and produced
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1 |themin this case?
2 A Very shortly thereafter.
3 Q How | ong have you known M. Morris?
4 A Since 2001.
5 Q What where the circunstances of you neeting
6 | M. Mrris?
7 A | told you. It's halfway between his birthday
8 | and ny birthday.
9 Q No, neeting back in 2001.
10 A Ch, he appointed nme to the planning and zoni ng
11 | conm ssion in 2002-ish, 2003 nmaybe. He was a county
12 | commi ssioner at the time. W had a nutual friend in Jim
13 | Stelling. Jimwas kind of like a nentor to both of us.
14 | Ji m passed away |l ast year. So | nmet himthrough Jim
15 Q And you said he's older than you, M. Morris?
16 A Yes.
17 Q Approxi mately what is his age?
18 A If 1| had to guess -- see, | haven't talked to
19 | Randy. Randy and | had a bit of a falling out because
20 | he was the county comm ssioner that put the rural
21 | boundary in Sem nole County. So when | decided to do
22 | River Cross, he got kind of cross with ne over that. It
23 |wasn't like a -- | don't want to be overdramatic, but he
24 | basically said, You're trying to take down ny |egacy,
25 |and | don't want to be part of it. So, but, yeah,
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1 | nean we would socialize. | want to say he's maybe 75,
2 |73. | want to say he was born around 1950, | want to
3 |say. |If | found out he was 70, | wouldn't be shocked.
4 | Somewhere between 70 and 75.
5 Q And where did you nmeet M. Mrris on July 15,
6 | 2017? WAs it on a dock? Wis it on a boat ranp?
7 A He lived in Maitland off a canal. So what |
8 |would do is -- well, typically what woul d happen is |
9 |would go -- he brought the boat and had the gas, so |
10 | woul d have brought the food and he woul d have had the
11 | booze probably. That's typically how we do that. So |
12 |would go to his house on West Trotters. | want to say
13 |it was 323 West Trotters at the tine, park, go knock on
14 |the door. W'd hang for a little bit. He had a golden
15 |retriever. | like golden retrievers. So | usually
16 | spend some tinme with his dog just rubbing its head, and
17 |then we woul d have probably headed out to the boat.
18 | Maybe depending on what tine of the day it is, mght
19 | have eaten |unch. M ght have brought the food on the
20 |boat. | don't really like bringing the food on the boat
21 | because it gets nasty and attracts bugs.
22 Q So 323 Trotters is the location where you would
23 | have gone?
24 A | believe it was 320 -- it's been awhile, but I
25 |think it was 323 West Trotters.
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1 Q Ckay. |Is that where you woul d have, you know,
2 |stayed until 1:00 norning or whatever and you got up and
3 |left?

4 A Yeah. \Matever -- that was pretty nuch par for
5 |the course. Randy was older than | was, so a | ot of

6 |tinmes what woul d happen is we would -- |'d go there.

7 | W'd have dinner drinks. A lot of tinmes Randy would

8 |fall asleep in his big chair, listen to nusic. By that
9 |point intine, | would either Uber hone or have Rebekah
10 | come get me if she was in town which she wasn't this

11 | time, or pass out nyself usually on the couch. Like he
12 | had |ike a man cave. So | would usually go downstairs,
13 |and there was a -- | had a bedroomthere if | wanted it
14 |or there was a couch. And | typically -- | would go

15 | crash on the couch. If | woke up at whatever hour of

16 |the norning and then drive hone.

17 Q And did he have access to the | akes fromthe

18 | canal that was on his property, 323?

19 A Yes.
20 Q So you just went in his backyard, got on the
21 | boat, and took it --
22 A Parking | ot, house, backyard, boat, back to
23 |that, upstairs to man room probably passed out on the
24 | couch.
25 Q Back in the sunmer of 2017, did you ever use
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1 | Lyft, or were you an Uber guy?
2 A No. | was purely -- you know, | was Uber's
3 | | obbyi st.
4 Q Ckay. How I ong were you Uber's | obbyist?
5 A Vell, until we passed their bill. | think --
6 |want to say we got them maybe -- | think "14 or '15
7 | probably. There was a conflict because Andy Gardner who
8 |was the senate president at the tinme was very good
9 |friends with Roger Chapin from Boone H gh School days,
10 | and Roger was in charge of Mears Transportation. So
11 |Andy in his role as senate president would kill the Uber
12 | bill every year.
13 And the Uber bill is if you drive from Lake
14 | Mary to here, you pass through Lake Mary, Longwood,
15 | Maitland, Wnter Park, all these things with different
16 |sets of rules. So we passed one uniformset of
17 | standards for the state in terns of insurance and
18 | answering questions |ike sone cities said that if you
19 |had the little Uber transponder on but you hadn't picked
20 |a ride up yet you were a driver. Qher ones said you
21 |actually had to have an ride in the car before you were,
22 |and that mattered for your insurance and Uber's
23 |insurance. W passed one statewi de |aw that sort of
24 |took care of all that. It took several years to do. |
25 |think we finally passed it in 2017. So after that they
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1 |would' ve -- they didn't need a | obbyi st.
2 Q Ckay. 2014 to 2017?
3 A That sounds about right.
4 Q All right. Back to the Wlls Fargo |edger, |
5 | have that up on the screen again. This is [Exhibit 106.
6 | There is an entry there for Publix.
7 Do you see that?
8 A (Wtness shakes head.)
9 Q For $57.52. That woul d have been you
10 | purchasing things to go on the boat?
11 A Fried chicken, banana pudding, stuff |ike that.
12 Q Do you have any recol |l ection what soever of
13 |going into that Publix in Mitland?
14 A. Yes.
15 Q You do. WAas it with M. Mrris or by yourself?
16 A No.
17 Q Just by yoursel f?
18 A By nyself.
19 Q And that woul d have been you'd go to the Publix
20 |then and then go to M. Mrris' house?
21 A | get off at the Lake Mary -- |'msorry,
22 | Mai tl and Boul evard, take Maitland Boul evard all the way
23 |down to 17-92, 17-92 to Publix. Publix is probably a
24 |half a mle to his house but not far. Very close.
25 Q Do you recall how |l ong you were on the boat?
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1 A No. | nean, there is a chain of |akes. W

2 |typically would hit all the chain of |akes. A lot of

3 |tines you go to Dog Island which is the center of Lake

4 |Maitland. | don't think we went to the racket club that
5 |day. | don't really think Randy was a racket club guy;
6 | but, yeah, it would have been that kind of stuff.

7 | Probably until the sun went down, give or take. Maybe a
8 |little earlier. | don't know if we spent three hours

9 |out there. Also would not be atypical for us to go,

10 | come back, and go back out. | nean, it's a couple of

11 | mddl e-aged guys chilling out. It's not -- bathroom

12 | breaks were probably factored into it.

13 Q And then you hung out at his house?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q You didn't go into any restaurants any bars?

16 A | dont' think so. W normally -- again,

17 | Randy -- we were drinking.

18 Q And what were you drinking that night?

19 A Bour bon.
20 Q | s he a bourbon guy?
21 A. Yes.
22 Q Are you a bourbon guy?
23 A | am
24 Q Any idea how nuch bourbon you had that night?
25 A A lot.
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1 Q Did you guys knock out a bottle anbngst you?

2 A Probably. Again, | don't -- over the course of
3 | what was probably seven or eight hours, | would inmagine
4 |he and | put quite a hurting on 1.75 of Maker's Mark.

5 Q Do you have any idea what tinme you woul d have
6 | gone back to 15207?

7 A | don't.

8 Q Wuld it have been in the wee hours of the

9 | nor ni ng?

10 A It could very well have been.

11 Q Could it have been before the sun went down?
12 A No.

13 Q Ckay. So it would be after dark?

14 A No, | mean, ny expectation is that | probably
15 | got back. We would listen -- |ike Randy woul d put on
16 |like early -- just all sorts of Gateful Dead al buns

17 |or -- but he would bust out like Neil -- was it Nei

18 | Young Live At the Seller Door, playing albunms and stuff
19 |like that. He was sort of into stuff |ike that.
20 |Otentines, if there was a sporting event on -- it was
21 |the mddle of the summer. He was a baseball fan. |'m
22 | not a huge baseball fan. Baseball coul d have been on.
23 |Like it was -- nmaybe a novie. Again, it was ny wife's
24 |out of town. It's ny buddy. He's kind of a nentor of
25 |mne, friend of mne. And we were -- his wfe was out
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1 |of town. We're throwng it back, having a few
2 | cocktails, and hangi ng out.
3 Typi cal | y what woul d happen is Randy woul d fall
4 |suit before | did. | would -- had to go through sone
5 |sort of deliberative process of whether |I want to Uber
6 | hone or whatever else it was going to be. And then |
7 |would nost likely probably go lay down and sleep for a
8 | coupl e hours and wake up because throughout the night I
9 |usually don't sleep nore than two or three hours in a
10 [row. And | would just wake up after a few hours and go
11 | home. That is typically what | would do, but, again..
12 Q Do you think you went back to your house before
13 | m dni ght?
14 A | don't think so. | don't think so. | mean,
15 |it would probably be -- again, it could be early norning
16 | hours, but | don't know. If you told me | did, | --
17 |normally what would happen is | would -- at the end of
18 (that, | would have -- | would -- | would -- | would need
19 | Randy -- when we woul d hang out, the odds are good that
20 || was probably very content to not go anywhere and j ust
21 |sort of sit back, enjoy nyself, get sone sleep, and then
22 | head home whenever.
23 Q Do you recall having to go back to Randy's
24 | house to pick up your car?
25 A | don't remenber that. Not to say it didn't
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1 | happen, | just don't renmenber that.
2 (Exhibit 110 was marked for identification.)
3 | BY MR PERKI NS:
4 Q All right. The next exhibit will be 110, a
5|letter fromM. Hornsby to M. Gee dated May 7, 2021.
6 Do you that up on the screen?
7 A Yes.
8 Q And this is tal king about the gate | edger and
9 | Ms. "B."
10 Do you see that?
11 A Yes.
12 Q You're famliar with this letter, correct?
13 A | am
14 Q Ckay. And you retained M. Hornsby, correct?
15 A | did.
16 Q And that was in connection with the feds'
17 | investigation into Ms. "B"?
18 A It was.
19 Q kay. And here we have you saying, Wile out
20 | on the Wnter Park chain of |akes, M. Dorworth took a
21 | picture of his friend captaining his new boat. The
22 | timestanp of which shows the picture was taken on July
23 | 15, 2017, at 6:04, correct?
24 A | ' m readi ng what you're readi ng.
25 Q kay. It says, Wiich neans that M. Dorworth
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1 | could not have been hone when Ms. "B" arrived at his

2 |residence. That he was |likely not as his residence when
3 | he returned from boating which would explain why he had
4 |no recollection of neeting her.

5 Did | read that correctly?

6 A | read what you read.

7 Q Ckay. It says here, Wien he returned from

8 | boati ng.

9 Do you see that?

10 A Yes.

11 Q |t doesn't say anything about spending the

12 | night at M. Mrris' house?

13 A | mean, | was there at 6:00. |If | got back at
14 [ 1:00 in the norning, that would not be spending the

15 |night at 2:00 or 3:00. | nean, spending the night would
16 | be the sun cane up, and | was sonewhere el se.

17 Q So we know that it was dark out when you cane
18 | hone?

19 A Yes.
20 Q But we don't know time it was?
21 A. | don't know.
22 Q Sonetime after 9:00 but before the sun cane up
23 |on July 16th?
24 A That woul d be ny best guess.
25 Q Did you send that picture of M. Mrris to

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 250 of 389 PagelD 3223

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 248

1 | anyone?

2 A What ?

3 Q You took that picture of M. Mrris on the

4 | boat ?

5 A Probably M. Morris.

6 Q That's it, nobody el se?

7 A No. Nobody else would care. M qguess is it

8 |was is probably one of those things where he said, Take

9 |a picture of ne so | can send it to ny wife, or

10 | something like that. Just of us out on the bode boat.

11 | 1'mnot much of a photographer.

12 Q When you got back hone to your house, do you

13 | have any recollection of who was there?

14 A | don't think anybody was there. |If they

15 |were -- | don't think anybody was awake. |[|f people were

16 | asleep, they were asleep. | don't have any recollection

17 |of themat all. | didn't have any interaction with

18 | peopl e there.

19 Q You just canme in and nobody was up?

20 A Probably just went to bed. | -- if it's in the
21 |mddle of the night and | just canme back and |'d just

22 | been drinking all day out on a boat, | was probably a

23 | rocket ship to go to ny bed. That would be the best,

24 | likely...

25 Q You don't recall seeing M. Ellicott?
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1 A No.
2 Q You don't recall seeing M. Gaetz?
3 A No.
4 Q Don't recall seeing M. Fischer?
5 A No.
6 Q Don't recall seeing any fenal es?
7 A No.
8 Q And your bedroomis upstairs in the Dorworth
9 | residence, and it's | ocked?
10 A It is.
11 Q Do you have a key that you use?
12 A No.
13 Q How do you get in? Is it a keypad?
14 A No. Yeah, there was a | ock on ny door, but |
15 | nean --
16 Q (kay. So guests can get in --
17 A. Yeah, yeah.
18 Q -- when you're not there?
19 A Yeah, yeabh.
20 Q But then when you're in there, you lock the
21 | door?
22 A Yeah. There is a latch on the door. | don't
23 | have a | ock on ny bedroom door on the outside with a
24 | key.
25 Q There was a reference here on page two of two
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1 | that says, Wiat | suspect occurred is that M. Ellicott
2 | had asked M. Dorworth if M. roommate, "AB,"
3 | could cone over, and M. Dorworth said yes. And when
4 | she arrived at the gate, M. Dorworth received a call
5 |fromthe gate and he let her in while still out on the
6 | boat with his friend.

7 Did | read that correctly?

8 A That's what he wote.

9 Q Did you have an understanding that Ms. "B" was
10 | a roommate of Ms.

11 A | did.

12 Q Ckay. Wiere did you get that understanding
13 | fron®

14 A Years later | said, How do these people know
15 | each other, and they told ne they |lived together.

16 Q And who told you that?

17 A | don't renmenber. Maybe Joel. | don't know.
18 | Joe, | don't know. | have no clue.

19 Q And did you get a call fromthe gate about

20 | M. "B"?

21 A Wll, M. Hornsby's explanation -- first and
22 |forenost, | don't knowif | got a phone call fromthe
23 |gate. It would not be atypical to say |ike, Hey, you
24 | have people at the gate. | had teenage kids. Believe
25 | me when | tell you that you can see the traffic in and
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1 |out of nmy house. | think they said | had nore visitors
2 | than anyone in the nei ghborhood for like five years in a
3 | row because of politics and everything else. Obviously
4 |we have a lot of children, kids who were com ng through
5 | there.
6 So I'msure they would have known ny gate code.
7 | You just had to call up and you can call anybody you
8 |want in. O, alternatively, if they did not do that,
9 |there is a possibility that | could have received a
10 | phone call that woul d have gone sonething |ike this:
11 |H, this is Mke calling from Heathrow security. You
12 | have so and so at the gate. Do you want to let themin?
13 |And | would say yes or no. And if | had people over and
14 |if people were at the house, | would probably just say,
15 |yeah, let themin.
16 Q Anybody el se have authority to | et people in in
17 | the sunmmer of 2017 other than yourself?
18 A Rebekah.
19 Q Just the two of you?
20 A My kids had stuff. | nmean, ny kids had a | ogin
21 | and stuff too.
22 Q So your kids could | et sonebody in --
23 A | mean --
24 Q For Ms. "B" it would have likely been a call to
25 | you, correct?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 254 of 389 PagelD 3227

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 252
1 A Vel l, but the other thing that you have to very
2 |seriously contenplate is the nost -- and they don't
3 |really reflect it like this on here is that | would call
4 |and just say, Al in. And | think Deanna Sinms from
5 |Heathrow did say that, that | would just say, Al in.
6 | You know, Party all in.
7 Q But, you know -- and | renenber her saying
8 |that. But if you recall and if you | ook at the gate
9 |l edger for July 15, 2017, remenber M. Ellicott was
10 | deni ed access, right?
11 A Yeah.
12 Q Ckay. So it couldn't have been all in
13 | ot herwi se he woul d have been --
14 A Well, that's close to mdnight. | don't --
15 |that's -- well, let's see what tine it was.
16 Q He cane in at 11:15, correct?
17 A 11: 157
18 Q Yeah.
19 A Yeah. So, | nean --
20 Q And it says, Denied, not on list. And then
21 | 11:16 you let himin.
22 A Yeah. So somehow -- again, that or sonmebody at
23 | the house said, Ch, we've got to call into the gate.
24 | You dial (407) 333-1313, then you type in a four nunber
25 | code. M ne would have been 1424, and everybody at the
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1 | house knew. M kids, it's just, you know, people want

2 |to get into the neighborhood. And then at the tine, we
3 |actually learned this from Abby. She was the one that

4 |told us. She would get a little notice on her phone.

5 |W never had that. | never had that. And we got that

6 |after | had the neeting with the feds, and |'ve had that
7 | ever since then.

8 Q And that was in 20207

9 A 2021.

10 Q Now, when M. Ellicott gets to the gate, do you
11 |recall having a conversation at all with the guards

12 | about whether he should be allowed in or not?

13 A No. That's not really howit works. First of
14 |all, they call. And if -- if he's not let in, that

15 | neans | didn't answer it because |'m probably sl eeping.
16 | You know, figuring out what that is, but he probably

17 |then call ed sonebody else there and said, | can't get

18 |in, and then they called and let himin. They added him
19 |on the gate, and he got let in a mnute later. That's
20 | probably what happened here.
21 Q Sonebody el se at the party? Sonmebody el se
22 | where?
23 MR. ANDRADE: (nject to form
24 THE WTNESS: Again, this is not a party.
25 | BY MR PERKI NS:
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1 Q Sonebody el se at the gathering?
2 A Yes.
3 Q Ckay. And he would have called the |andline at
4 | your house?
5 A There's no landline at ny house -- well, there
6 |is alandline, but there is no phone attached to it.
7 Q Wio woul d he have cal |l ed?

8 A It woul d have cone to nmy phone. But as | said,
9 |it says here | did not et himin, then it says he goes
10 | back a few mnutes later. That he called nme, | answered
11 | the phone, | said, Hello, let himin. It could be that

12 || didn't answer the phone, | was asleep, and he called
13 | sonebody there and said, Hey, Chris isn't letting nme in.
14 | Can soneone let ne in, and they called and added himto
15 |the thing. He goes back up to the list. Says, Here |
16 flam |I'mon the list now They let himin. That very

17 | possi bly coul d happen.

18 MR. ANDRADE: Not to break your train of

19 t hought, we've been going for an hour and 45

20 mnutes. W're --

21 MR PERKINS: Right.

22 MR. ANDRADE: That's close to five hours of
23 guestioni ng today.

24 MR PERKINS: It's a good time for a break.
25 lt's 2:29. Want to take ten m nutes?
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1 THE VI DEOCRAPHER: Going off record. The

2 approximate tinme, 2:30 p.m

3 (A break was had.)

4 THE VI DEOCRAPHER: On record. The approxinmate
5 time, 2:45 p.m, nmedia unit four.

6 | BY MR PERKINS:

7 Q All right. Very good. Back on the record,

8 |M. Dorworth. On July 15, 2017, did you have your phone
9 |on you the entire time you were with M. Mrris?

10 A Probabl vy.

11 Q There was no time that you | ost your phone or
12 | m spl aced the phone absent from your presence?

13 A No.

14 Q  Wen KNGS Midle arrived at the gate at

15 | Heathrow at 8:50 p.m on July 15, 2017, were you at hone
16 |at that point in tinme?

17 A | don't think so, no.

18 Q And when Joseph Ellicott arrived at the

19 | Heat hrow Master Association gate at 11:16, were you at
20 | hone at that tine?

21 A | don't think so.

22 Q So you believe you were still at M. Mrris'?
23 A Agai n, you know, what | can tell you is | have
24 | no recollection of seeing or spending any tine with any
25 | of those people that night. What | knowis that | spent
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1 |the day drinking on the | akes, the chain of |akes and

2 |partying with nmy buddy. |If | did see anybody -- if |

3 |went hone at all -- whenever | went hone, | probably

4 |just upstairs. | don't think | was going to go and be

5 |social with anybody. It was probably lights out, but |
6 | have no recollection of seeing any of those people at

7 |all that day.

8 Q | s there anybody el se other than M. Morris

9 |that can corroborate where you were on July 15th on that
10 | afternoon? WAs it just the two of you?

11 A Just the two of us.

12 Q And nobody el se was at his house?

13 A No.

14 Q M. Mrris; wife wasn't out there?

15 A | think she was out of town too.

16 Q Going back to the gate | edger that we were

17 | tal king about on page five of ten, we're tal king about
18 | July -- June 22nd, I'msorry. There is two Uber entries
19 | on that date.
20 Do you see that?
21 A Yes.
22 Q And then on the next day, June 23, 2017, there
23 |is an entry there for 12:25 a.m, and it looks |ike you
24 |are comng in on that day.
25 Do you see that?
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1 A Very possible, yes.

2 Q And then another Uber at 1:19 a.m

3 Do you know where you were comng fromon June
4 |23, 2017, at 12:25 a.m?

5 A No.

6 Q And you have no idea who was in that Uber,

7 | correct?

8 A No.

9 Q REeLe=B)] does that nanme ring a bell?
10 A Yes.

11 Q s that sonebody that you would be affiliated
12 {with picking up a friend of your daughter?

13 A That's who' s [IERegE] nom
14 | So, yeah, that's her.

15 (Exhibit 111 was nmarked for identification.)
16 | BY MR PERKI NS:

17 Q All right. The next exhibit will be 111.

18 A Yeah.

19 Q This is the declaration of M. Mrris.

20 Do you see that up on the screen?

21 A | do.

22 Q And did you reach out to M. Mrris for this
23 | docunent ?

24 A | did not.

25 Q Ckay. That was done through M. Beltran?
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1 A It was.
2 Q Are you aware of any drafts existing of this
3 | docunent ?
4 A | am not .
5 Q Wien is the last tinme you had primary contact
6 |[wth M. Mrris?
7 A Primary el ection night 2018.
8 Q And that would have been in August of 20187
9 A Yes, sir.
10 Q And you said you had a falling out with
11 | M. Morris?
12 A | didn't have a falling out with M. Morris.
13 | M. Mrris just didn't like a project | was doing. So
14 |we stopped -- he just stopped hanging out with ne.
15 | There's no -- we didn't have |ike some big fight. There
16 |was not like sone -- it was just Randy thought that his
17 | great legacy in local government was that he created a
18 |rural boundary in the charter of Sem nole County; and
19 |outside of that rural -- in the rural area, it did not
20 |matter if you annexed property into the Gty of Oviedo
21 |or Wnter Springs, the only two who were inpacted by it.
22 | The County maintai ned control of that |and.
23 It was unique in the state of Florida. There
24 |was no other county that had a thing like it. The
25 | cl osest would be Sarasota County, but there's was a
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1 |derivation of the rural boundary that M. Mrris did,
2 |and it was done two years later. And | think honestly
3 | had the benefit of sort of seeing all the |egal
4 | chall enge things that could happen, there was a court
5 | chal |l enge where Sem nol e County was sued by Wnter
6 | Springs again. That wound up selling it.
7 Anyway, Randy believes that this was Iike his
8 | great achievenment in governance and didn't |ike the fact
9 |that | was trying to undue it by having sonet hing
10 [renmoved. | didn't really understand that, but it was
11 | very upsetting to Randy that sonebody would try to mess
12 |with his rural boundary. And Randy was getting ol der,
13 |and -- you know, it was one of those things, |ike okay.
14 |1 tried to hire himand he wouldn't do it and that was
15 |it that.
16 Q How di d you conmuni cate with M. Mrris on July
17 | 15, 20177?
18 A Probably a text nessage or a phone call.
19 Q Text or phone?
20 A He's a slightly ol der guy, so a phone call is
21 |nore likely, but Randy -- if you texted Randy, he'd
22 |write you back but sonetinmes it would take a long tine.
23 Q Goi ng back to the Heat hrow nmaster | edger
24 |[Exhibit 105 that's in front of you, the paper copy. On
25 [ July 16, 2017, which is page six of ten, there's an
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1 |entry for you comng back at 2:04 p.m
2 Do you see that?
3 A |'msorry, July what date?
4 Q July 16, 2017.
5 A Yes.
6 Q Do you know where you were comng fromat that
7 |point intime at 2:.04 p.m?
8 A What day of the week was it?
9 Q That's Sunday. The 15th was a Saturday --
10 A Very possi bly church.
11 Q And where do you go to church?
12 A St. Andrew s Chapel, Sanford, Florida.
13 And woul d you go to church even if Rebekah were
14 | out of town?
15 A Yes.
16 Q Do you know when Rebekah got back from Dal |l as?
17 A | don't.
18 Q Wul d there be any toll roads you' d take to get
19 | to church?
20 A No.
21 Q Wul d there be any toll roads you would take to
22 |get to M. Mrris' hone?
23 A No.
24 Q Did M. Mrris have two homes back in the
25 | summer of 2017, one on Trotters Drive and another one on
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1 | Keenel and Pike in Lake Mary? Are you aware of him
2 | having two homes?
3 A Vell, | remenber his house on Keenel and Pi ke,
4 | but, | nean, he noved fromthat house to West Trotters.
5|So | don't think -- there m ght have been a period of
6 |tinme for a week or two while he was noving his stuff
7 |over there, but it was not -- | think he was renting
8 | both houses too. So | don't believe there was.
9 Q So on July 15, 2017, when you went and visited,
10 |it was the Trotters Drive residence?
11 A Yes. And by the way, and Randy says in this
12 | here which is news to nme, that he bought -- I'msorry, |
13 |didn't nean to touch your conputer there. It says above
14 | there that he bought the boat in 2015. That's -- |
15 |thought it was -- | thought it was newer than that for
16 [this, but...
17 Q Yeah, because the letter to the feds says it
18 | was a nmi den voyage.
19 A Yeah. And | don't knowif it was the maiden
20 |voyage. | just renenber taking a picture of himon it
21 | because he wanted ne to do it. [If he bought it in --
22 |that just doesn't really pencil mathematically to ne,
23 | but okay.
24 Q You thought it was a new boat when you went out
25 |there in July 15, 20177
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1 A | don't think he noved out to this place until
2 |after 2015. He noved and got the boat when he was --
3 |when he got to his new house. The guy who hel ped him
4 |was Jay -- he could be right about that, but that's news
5|tonm. | feel like he had the boat for a nuch shorter
6 | period of tine.
7 Q And you said the guy that hel ped himwas Jay
8 | Zi mha?
9 A Zenbower. He's the county conm ssioner of
10 | Sem nol e County.
11 Q Hel ped himw th purchasing a boat?
12 A Yes. Found the boat for him
13 Q Do you know what boat conpany he purchased it
14 |fron®
15 A. | don't.
16 Q In the summer of 2017, you had a keypad on your
17 | house, correct?
18 A No.
19 Q How di d people get in and out of the honme?
20 | Wul d they need a key?
21 A Yes. | have a keypad now.
22 Q You have a keypad now, but you didn't --
23 A No.
24 Q The only way to get into the honme back in the
25 | summer of 2017 was with a key?
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1 A. Yes.

2 Q Unl ess the house was open and people could come
31in --

4 A Yes. Right.

5 Q Did you | eave your doors open, or did you |lock
6 | then?

7 A No, | |ocked ny doors.

8 Q Did any of your buddies have a key to your

9 | residence back in the sumer of 2017 such as Joel

10 | G eenberg?

11 A No.

12 Q Did Mtt Gaetz?

13 A No. | do think that Joel broke into nmy house
14 |one tinme when | wasn't there, but | can't prove that.
15 Q And what facts and circunstances |ead you to
16 | believe that M. Geenberg broke into your house one

17 | time when you weren't there?

18 A Because sone peopl e nade jokes about it, about
19 | how he did it. And | asked him and he denied it.

20 Q Who nade | okes about it?

21 A | don't -- | want -- maybe -- | don't remenber.
22 || think maybe Gl Sonebody did. | don't
23 | know.

24 Q When do you believe this took place?

N
a1

A After this. | don't think it was, but.
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1 Q After June 15, 20177
2 A Yeah.
3 Q Was it in 2017?
4 A | don't know. | think it was after that.
5 Q Did they do anything to your home, vandalize
6 |it?
7 A No. No. Again, | wasn't really hot and
8 | bothered by it, or | probably would have gone and done
9 | sone nore research; but it was just sonebody -- | think
10 | somebody made sone kind of -- you think Joel's never
11 | here when you're not here, or sonething like that. |
12 |was |ike, what does that nmean?
13 (IExhibit 112 was nmarked for identification.)
14 | BY MR PERKI NS:
15 Q All right. Next Exhibit, 112, text nessages
16 | here that you produced between yourself and M. Gaetz
17 | from Cct ober of 2019 --
18 A That appears to be between ne and
19 | M. G eenberg.
20 Q Yeah, and then M. Gaetz is in there sonetines?
21 A. Yes.
22 Q And you see this 8507
23 A Yeah. By the way, the condomin the trash, |
24 | just renenbered that now.
25 Q | was just going to ask you about that --
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1 A Yeah. That was -- | couldn't renenber what it
2 |was, but | knew it just something, what is this? And |
3 |think -- it was not a used condom It was an unused
4 | condom but it was just, why is this in ny trash can?
5 Q Yes. It looks like, I"'min North Carolina, for
6 | your daughter's second birthday; and then G eenberg
7 | responds, Does that nean your house is unoccupi ed.
8 Do you see that?
9 A Yes -- YEAH
10 Q And then you say, O lie Bacon and his guys are
11 | there.
12 A A lie Bacon was the guy that did renovations on
13 | the house. They did the ceilings and stuff.
14 Q And then so he was there doing renovation work?
15 A Yes.
16 Q Ckay. And it's ny understanding there was sone
17 | serious renovations done after the July 15th gathering
18 | at your house?
19 A The | ast seven years there have been sone --
20 |yeah, | think it was done years later, but yeah
21 Q And what kind of renovations took place?
22 A Pai nted and put a bunch of marble up, redid the
23 | bar.
24 Q And then you say, And | pretty nmuch have a one
25 |strike rule of |eaving used condons in nmy trash can for
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1 |[the wfe to see.
2 What do you nean by that?
3 A | think he -- | remenber the condom was unused,
4 |but | think I mght have been just busting his chops on
5 |that one. But he -- again, it was sonething like an
6 |incident where people said, oh, yeah, | think Joel was
7 |at your house. And | asked him and he was |ike, no,
8 | no, no, one of those things. At some point intine, a
9 | condomwas found in the trash can, and we weren't there.
10 |[So it was like, what is this? And it was -- ny theory
11 |was it was Joel. | have no way of know ng, but he |ived
12 |in the nei ghborhood by then. So there would be no gate
13 |guard. He could just stop by whenever. |If he knew I
14 |was out of town |ike the question here.
15 Q And did Rebecca find that condomin the trash?
16 A No, | think it was a housekeeper.
17 Q And do you, in fact, have a one strike rule?
18 A After -- | would never let Joel Geenberg in ny
19 | home unattended in the first place. | think I was just
20 | being snarky to himright now. No, Joel you will not be
21 | com ng by ny house when he asked if nmy hone was
22 |unoccupied. | told himthere was a construction crew
23 |there and said, you know, after that crap, we're not
24 |going to do it. And Joel never admtted to that, so
25 |he -- he says | did not |eave a condomin your trash

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 269 of 389 PagelD 3242

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 267
1 |can. So go to the next line.
2 Q Go to page six of this exhibit. M. Geenberg
3 |wites, Ms. Dorworth just throw ng Joel under the bus
4 |last night. And you respond, What did she do? And then
5 |M. Geenberg wites, Told Abby | do Mdlly at your place
6 |all the tinme. LOL. Don't worry about it though. Not
7 |trying to cause problens.
8 A And | only renenber one tinme that Joel ever did
9 | Mlly at ny house, and | remenber Rebekah ripping his
10 |ass for it. So I"'mpretty sure that is probably what
11 |it's in reference to, and it's because he told us. W
12 | didn't know what he was doi ng, but he was just acting
13 [weird. She said, What's wong with you, Joel? And he
14 |said, | did this or that.
15 Q Wien did that happen? Wen did M. G eenberg
16 |do Molly at your house?
17 A Wien is the tinme and date of this text nessage
18 |right here? It was like one tine he was acting very
19 |weird and slept, and Abby called himand said -- called
20 | himand he didn't answer. Called Rebekah, and she said,
21 | He's sleeping here. And then | think we went to go wake
22 | himup and he wouldn't get up. He was literally kind of
23 |out of sorts and | think he said sonething about doing
24 |Molly and |'mpretty sure she just reported that back to
25 | Abby.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 270 of 389 PagelD 3243

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 268
1 Q He said sonet hing about doing Molly directly to
2 | Rebekah?
3 A. Yes.
4 Q Ckay. And what, if anything, did Rebekah do in
5 | response that you saw?
6 A Screaned at him kicked himout of our house.
7 Q Has anybody el se done Ml |y at your house ot her
8 |than M. Joel G eenberg?
9 A That woul d be news to ne.
10 Q Has anybody done cocai ne at your house?
11 A Not that | know of. Again, | get the
12 | i npression when people do those drugs, they tend to do
13 |[themin privacy. | don't think it's like -- | don't
14 | follow people to the bathroom but | don't think so.
15 (IExhibit 113 was marked for identification.)
16 | BY MR PERKI NS:
17 Q Next exhibit, 113.
18 A Yes.
19 Q Text string here again that was produced by
20 | you?
21 A Yes, Sir.
22 Q | have questions about page two of this text
23 |string. It looks like this is corresponding with Mtt
24 | Gaetz?
25 A Yes.
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1 Q Ckay. And you state, If you need ny car -- if
2 |you need a car, ny key is in the Porsche. Feel free.

3 Did | read that correctly?

4 A Yes.

5 Q It's says, Copy, correct?

6 A Yes.

7 Q And then there's sone reference here to, The

8 |orange and blue lights are on to troll me, aren't they?
9 Did you give M. Gaetz access to your Porsche?
10 A What |'mreading here, | probably said -- well,
11 |you read what | wote.

12 Q So that's a yes, you would have given him

13 | access to it?

14 A Yes. Not atypical.

15 Q And then you asked M. Gaetz what he was up to.
16 Do you see that?

17 A What day is this? | don't even see that.
18 Q This is on COctober --
19 A Yeah.
20 Q Do you see that?
21 A Yeah.
22 Q M. CGaetz, what are you up to? And then he
23 |responds, Pool. Bjjj. Vodka.

N
N

Do you see that?
A Yes.

N
a1
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1 Q  Was he at your house with (€-=DACTE g

2 A | have no i dea.

3 Q It sounds like you were up in North Carolina at
4 |this point in time; is that right?

5 A Yes. | nmean, if he is asking if ny car is

6 |there, he mght have been there. He probably was.

7 Q You say, Sounds like a |ovely Sunday.

8 | M. Gaetz responds, Yes. Sad part is has a 6:50 bus
9 | hone?

10 A Yes.

11 Q At that point intinme, B lived in

12 | Tal | ahassee, correct?

13 A Sure. |If you say so, but | don't know where
14 | she was at that point.

15 Q How did you neet Bjji§?

16 A Through Matt.

17 Q Did you understand that was his girlfriend?
18 A Yes. They lived together.

19 Q They lived together in Tally?

20 A DC.

21 Q DC. The next entry on page three here says, W
22 | are out of 1520.

23 That is your residence, correct?

24 A Yes.

25 Q But due to the guard gate issues, the Porsche
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1 |is at this location, Wnn D xie parking |ot.

2 Do you see that?

3 A | do.

4 Q And then M. Gaetz says, On the way to drop Bl
5 | and get Botox, right?

6 A Sur e.

7 Q Did you have an understanding M. Gaetz uses

8 | Bot ox?

9 A | nean, | have no idea if he uses Botox, but |
10 | saw sone things during the convention that a | ot of

11 | people seemto specul ate as nuch.

12 Q Do you know what he was referring to here, But
13 |due to guard gate issues, the Porsche is at this

14 |l ocation, Wnn Dixie?

15 A | remenber himleaving the car there one tine.
16 || don't renmenber why. | don't know.

17 Q And then you respond, You have a transponder --
18 A Yeah. | think he was having a tough tine

19 | getting in through the gate. M guess is on that one,
20 |and | don't know this for sure, a lot of tinmes when you
21 | pull up there like the thing was in the right place it
22 |was sort of wonky with it. | think whereas I woul d get
23 |over there and start rattling it, he probably just went
24 |and parked it in the parking |ot.

25 Q And then you had to go to the Wnn Dixie
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1 | parking lot to go get the Porsche?
2 A | mean, it's |like hundreds of yards fromthe
3 | house, but yes.
4 Q It's wal kable to your house?
5 A | probably wal ked there.
6 Q Wuld M. Gaetz park his car at Wnn D xie and
7 |wal k into the nei ghborhood?
8 A | don't see why he woul d do that.
9 Q Coul d you do that wi thout getting detected by
10 | the guards? Could you | eave your car at Wnn Di xie and
11 |wal k into the nei ghborhood?
12 A Sur e.
13 Q Do people do that?
14 A It's not a particularly close walk. It would
15 |be -- and | guess the closest -- fromWnn Dixie it
16 |would be a mle. | nean, if sonebody wanted to park and
17 (then walk in -- | nean, there is nothing that stops
18 | people fromwal king into Heathrow. There's a little --
19 |yeah, that could happen, but | have never in mne 19
20 |years there ever had anyone do that as a practice
21 | because | don't know why they woul d.
22 Q Have you ever known Matt Gaetz to do that, to
23 | park a vehicle at Wnn Di xie and then walk into the
24 | Heat hrow conmuni ty?
25 A | think he was | eaving. He was saying he was
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1 |leaving the car there --

2 Q Yeah?

3 A -- and he was going to drop HBjjij on the bus and
4 |then get Botox. M response is, You have a transponder
5 |in the Porsche. Wich | would use in context clues

6 | woul d suggest that he was probably having a tough tine
7 |wth that so he would do it. So the answer to your

8 | question is anyone that wants to could park in Wnn

9 |Dixie and probably walk into Heathrow if they wanted to.
10 | I just don't know why anyone woul d do that.

11 Q Do you know how he got to 1520 that day in

12 | Cctober, if he had rented a car or had another vehicle?
13 A No. | have no idea. He's been to ny hone

14 | dozens of tinmes. | couldn't tell you how he got there
15 |any of them So it's...

16 Q Sonetines he conmes with a vehicle?

17 A Sonmetinmes he conmes with a vehicle. Sonetines
18 | he gets dropped off. Sometinmes he conmes and you pick
19 |[himup at the airport. Sonetines he gets an Uber to
20 | your house. Again, he has a very full life and al ways
21 | going places. You know, he is -- he has had staffers
22 |conme. It's all manners of things. Sonetimes he has a
23 | car, sonetines he doesn't.
24 Q Coul d he have been using the Wnn Dixie parking
25 |l ot because he didn't want to be detected on the gate
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1 | | edger for Heat hrow?

2 A | nmean, | inmagine if he didn't want to be

3 |detected on the gate | edger he woul d probably just ride
4 |in the passenger seat in sonmeone's car. | think that

5 |would be a lot of effort to undertake to achieve

6 | sonet hing that would be equally doabl e which would be to
7 |just sit in the passenger seat of anybody whose car is
8 |driving in versus verses a one mle walk through a golf
9 |course over to Heathrow | still could happen, just

10 | doesn't nmke any sense to ne. | don't know why anybody
11 |would do that.

12 Q You coul d just have drive the
13 |car, and he could be in the passenger seat?

14 A | nean, like if the guard gate to be very clear
15 | does not take inventory of everybody in the car. They
16 |don't say, what are you kids in the back seat, none of
17 | that stuff. They |look who's driving. | think |'ve

18 | discussed this with themas my part of my initial piece
19 |of litigation against them Their belief is that they
20 |want to know everybody that cones into and | eaves

21 | Heathrow. They want to see the transponder. They want
22 |to know -- because if anything happens, if a car gets
23 | broken into, soneone gets hurt, soneone gets raped,

24 | sonmething like that, they want to have a full and

25 | compl ete accounting of everybody who is there to be |like
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1 |what were you doing in this car. They do not go car hy
2 |car. So if somebody was riding in the passenger seat,

3 |there woul d be no reflection of that on the guard gate.
4 | Although it's bizarre | sent you, it says | think it has
5 | M ke Fischer and Eric Foglesong. | truly don't know who
6 |that is.

7 Q Yeah, because the ones you have have that extra
8 | category that says, you know, if there is an Uber

9 |driver, it says who was riding in the car sonetines?

10 A But it's not an Uber driver. |In that case, it
11 |was either Foglesong driving with Fischer or Fischer

12 | driving with Foglesong. There was no reason why it

13 [woul d be that way.

14 Q It looked like to me M. Fischer had rented a
15 |rental car, and for sone reason or another and taken

16 | M. Fogl esong's vehicle?

17 A It could have been that.

18 Q | think they would say, you had that --

19 A W had the crescent noon driveway, So when cars
20 | get backed in that does happen with frequency.
21 Q And then there is here -- M. Getz -- you say,
22 | You have a transponder with the Porsche. Gaetz says, No
23 | condom wrappers. Didn't use condons. If B is
24 |pregnant and it's a girl she is Rebekah. A boy will be
25 | Hanmond.
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1 Did | read that correctly?

2 A Yes.

3 Q |s that referring to your one strike rule about

4 | condons in the trash?

5 A Probabl vy.

6 Q Can you bike into the Heathrow nei ghborhood --

7 A Yeah.

8 Q -- without going through the guard gate?

9 A | nmean, you can go through the guard gates. |If
10 | you show up in the guard gate, it will tell youit's all
11 | about vehicles going into the neighborhood. So when we
12 | go biking, which we do with great regularity, when you
13 | cone back, they'll open the gate for you. It's one of
14 | those things, but they don't stop you and check your ID
15 |or anything. There is also a pathway in. So, yeah,

16 |there is -- then there is five different gates, of which
17 |three of themdon't even have residents. But the point
18 |is this: People wouldn't do that. They would just go
19 |through the gate. There's no...

20 Q You have two manned gates, right, and your

21 |[testinmony is they don't take down the credentials of

22 | peopl e who would wal k in and they don't take the

23 |credentials of people who would bike in and they don't
24 |take down the credentials of passengers to the vehicles;
25 |is that right?
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1 A | believe as a general policy of the

2 | nei ghborhood | have never seen themdo that.

3 Q All right. Going back to the gate |edger for
4 | July 15, 2017, and Gl V&' ve kind of been
5 | chatting about her. At 4:42 your testinony is you were
6 | not at your residence at 4:42 on July 15, 2017, correct?
7 A | don't believe so, no.

8 Q Ckay. Wien is the last tinme you have spoken

9 |with Ms. G~

10 A Probably Septenber of 2020. Septenber 2020.

11 Q And was that the call at FishBones?

12 A Yes.

13 And what |ed you to no | onger have contact with
14 | Ms. after Septenmber of 20207

15 A | mean, | didn't have frequent contact with

16 | Ms. before Septenber of 2020. She was dating a
17 |friend of mne. Wen they broke up, you know, | was

18 |still nice to her and polite to her. W got along fine.
19 || think she noved out. She went and got a job in DOCE,
20 | Departnent of Education, in Tallahassee, got a

21 | boyfriend. | saw her, |I'd bunp into her occasionally
22 |just say hello, but I didn't really see her after she
23 | and Matt Dbroke up.

24 And then one day | was having dinner with a

25 |friend of mne at FishBones, and | received a phone cal
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1 |fromMitt. And he said, he's like, Hey, | don't nean to
2 | disrupt your day -- this is, mnd you, after the

3 | conversation we had had with Joel and Abby at the Lake
4 |Mary Marriott and then the threats that took place at

5 | Anot her Broken Egg. And says, | don't nmean to ruin your
6 |night, but it appears that Joel is indeed trying to

7 | follow through on nmaking his problens our problens.

8 | said, What does that nean? He said, Well, |
9 |just got a phone call today. He did not disclose who it
10 |was from but | do believe it was fromBjjj. He said

11 |that -- because | called B shortly thereafter. He

12 |said that, Today there was sone grand jury stuff, and
13 | apparently your picture and -- your driver's |icense and
14 |ny driver's license were put up on the big board for

15 | whatever the grand jury thing was.

16 Q What is your understanding of the date that

17 | Ms. and M. Gaetz broke up?

18 A | have no idea. But as | recall, it was sort
19 | of an on again/off again thing. Like they'd split then
20 |they'd get back together for awhile. It was not -- it
21 |was not one definitive thing. It was nore of a we're
22 |going in different directions, and..
23 Q  And you don't recall seeing Ms. at the
24 | honme at all on July 15, 20172
25 A | don't remenber seeing her that day.
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1 Q Did you all ow and consent to M. Gaetz and

2 | Ms. hangi ng out at your house in Cctober of 2019?
3 A. Sure.

4 Q Li ke we just watched on this text nessage?

5 A Sure.

6 Q | s that something you regularly all owed,

7 | M. Gaetz access to your house --

8 A | nean, listen, when we would go to a nusic

9 |festival on the 30A, he would put us up. Matt is a very
10 | generous guy. | don't renmenber the last time | paid a
11 |tab around him He is very good about -- he picks

12 | everything else up. But if Matt was comng into town,
13 | he would typically -- like if he had somethi ng going on,
14 | he'd say, |'ve got a speech down at Disney. [|I'm

15 | probably not going to cone that way.

16 There was anot her group of friends, the

17 |Pirizolos, that he would go over and stay at their house
18 | sonmetimes and then there was ny house. And a lot of it
19 | I think was driven by geography. |If he was -- if there
20 | was sonet hing near West Orange County or near Disney,

21 | he'd probably stay with the Pirizolos. |If it was, you
22 | know, anything el se probably stick around with nme. But,
23 |yeah, | nmean, he's -- at that point in tine, he was

24 | fresh, new in congress who hadn't really nade the world
25 | aware of he was yet, but he was close with Trunp and he
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1 |was just highly, highly sought after. | nean, it was

2 | speech after speech after speech.

3 Q Anybody el se other than M. Gaetz that you gave
4 | access to your house to kind of chill out on a

5 | weekend --

6 A Sur e.

7 Q Wio woul d be these other individuals that

8 |you --

9 A M ke Fischer. | mean, like, it's a big house.
10 | These are -- Matt's a U S. congressman and his

11 |girlfriend and a friend there. |t would not be atypical
12 |if they said, Hey, can we hang out here and chill? |

13 |woul d have probably said yes nost certainly. | would
14 | not have expected and "AB" to ever be at
15 | ny house.

16 Q So other than M. Fischer and M. Gaetz, what
17 | ot her individuals would you give access to your house
18 | to?

19 A We can go down the list here. Brady Benford,
20 | Setzer. He has lived wth ne several tines in between
21 |relationships. John Yapo lived with me for years.
22 |Let's see here. Let's go down the nanes | see.
23 | Fogl esong. Frank Artiles cane, and he stayed at ny
24 | house for several days at a tine. Brady Benford. David
25 |Workman. | nean, it's -- it's a large hone. These
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1 |are -- like | said, six bedrooms. It's got a nice pool.
2 | You know, | like to cook. | like to make food for ny

3 | friends.

4 Q Wio invited -- have you been able to discern

5 | who invited to your house on the evening
6 |of July 15, 20177

7 A | cannot glean that, but | can tell you that

8 |the only plausible explanation to that would be Joe

9 |Ellicott who at the time identified her as his

10 | girlfriend.

11 Q And do you know who invited "AB" to your

12 | residence on July 15th --

13 A. | just assune it was \WREDACTELY

14 Q So you believe that Joe Ellicott invited
15 | and invited "B"?

16 A | mean, that would be ny assunption.

17 Q And who invited Ellicott?

18 A VWell, Joe, again, was one of ny clients at

19 | Ballard Partners. He worked for the tax collector's
20 |office. And, again, | wasn't there; but, you know, it
21 |would not shock me if -- again, | don't know why he
22 |woul d be getting there at 11:00 at night. | nean, |
23 |don't know where he was. Truly, | have no idea. | was
24 | not there, so | cannot give you any insight into what
25 |was taking place there. But |I would point out too that
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1 |if you look at this, it says, Not on list, over in tag

2 |two which would indicate -- for exanple, on June 21st

3 |where it says -- if you see a tag two --

4 Q Ri ght ?

5 A Where is June 21st? \Were am | here?

6 Q Page five would be --

7 A Page five. There is nothing about -- no, I'm

8 |sorry. W're in July. Yeah, |I nean, |ike "AB,"

9 | sonebody called theminto the |ist because it doesn't
10 | say not on the list. Joe Ellicott was not on the I|ist.
11 Q Right.

12 A So again, if it was an all call in or whatever
13 |it was, but, | nean, the reality was probably sonebody
14 |was at the house at the party called themin because |
15 | did not call themin.

16 Q Sonebody at the hone called the guard gate and
17 | had your code?

18 A Yes.

19 Q And put a list together?

20 A Yes. If | told you 40 people knew that code it
21 |woul d not be the |least bit of exaggeration. Again, |

22 | have young ki ds.

23 Q Have you ever seen M. dance with a hula
24 | hoop?

25 A Yes.
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1 Q And what can you tell nme about that?

2 A Vell, | mean, she was highly conpetitive with
3 |it. | have never seen a nore expensive hula hoop in ny
4 |life. The thing had LED |lights that played to nusic and
5 it would do all this stuff. It was basically like -- |
6 | mean, | believe -- | don't want to overstate this, but I
7 |think that she was sort of trying to make it a thing for
8 | peopl e when they do Iike social nedia stuff and they do
9 |the -- whatever things people do. TikTok or whatever

10 |things. Like her idea was to do sort of hula hoop and
11 | sort of provocative dancing hula hoop stuff. She would
12 |do that.

13 Q Are you aware of the testinony from M.
14 |and Ms. "B" that Ms. was dancing nude with a hula
15 | hoop on July 15th?

16 A | saw what they said.

17 Q Ckay. Did you ever see M. dance naked
18 |with a hula hoop?

19 A Yes.

20 Q And where did you see that?

21 A | think it was on |nstagram when she woul d

22 |literally have videos of it. It was something that --
23 |it was |ike people that want to get into social nedia
24 | and sort of develop their -- | think that is what she
25 |was sort of attenpting to do to kind of erotic,
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1 | contenporary hula hoop stuff.

2 Q So you have never seen her |ive danci ng naked?
3 A | don't think so. | would renmenber.

4 Q Sonet hi ng she showed a video --

5 A | think she showed me the video.

6 Q VE. showed you?

7 A Uh- huh.

8 Q And said, Look at me, I'mdancing with a hula
9 | hoop?

10 A And |' m hangi ng out here with nmy hul a hoop.

11 (IExhibit 114 was marked for identification.)
12 | BY MR PERKI NS:

13 Q Next exhibit, 114. Al right. These are the
14 | mandatory initial disclosures that were nade by you.

15 | And on page two of five here, there is a reference to
16 | Ms. and what she knows about the case.

17 Do you see that there?

18 A Yes.

19 Q And it says that, She has know edge t hat

20 | Dorworth did not conmt conduct alleged, know edge

21 |regarding "KM, that is KSR Mikdw: ' N testinony and
22 |statements to authorities' investigation.

23 Do you see that there?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q  Ckay. And what know edge does Ms. have
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1 | about Dorworth not commtting the alleged conduct?

2 A She woul d know | wasn't there that night.

3 Q And when you say not there, you're referring to
4 |the July 15, 2017, party?

5 A Yes.

6 Q And have you confirnmed that with her?

7 A | nean, it was -- it is what she said back in

8 |the day. | think it's been pretty consistent ever since
9 | then.

10 Q When did she say that back in the day?

11 A Just years ago. She just basically said Chris
12 |was not there. Watever the thing was, and ny point was
13 |is | don't know these wonen. | have never nmet "AB." |
14 |think | did neet one tinme, but | net her
15 |in the context of this and | think ny statenent there is
16 |pretty sinple, just that she knows | didn't do that.

17 Q Wien did she say, Chris was not there?

18 A | just -- when -- years ago when it first

19 | becanme -- when we becane aware of the existence of a

20 |party. | said, | don't think | ever net this wonan. |
21 |think B said sonething to the effect, Yeah, Chris

22 |wasn't at it. And | got that secondhand, but, | nean, |
23 | believe it to be true.

24 Q Where did you get it secondhand fronf

25 A | believe | heard that from Hal sey Beshears.
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1 Q Any ot her know edge she has that you did not

2 |commt the conduct alleged?

3 A | nmean, that one seened to be concl usive that
4 [if | was not there at the party, that would be the

5 |evidence | was referring to.

6 Q You al so nention here that she has know edge

7 | regarding and testinmony and statement to
8 |authorities.

9 What know edge does she have about --

10 A Vell, | mean, she was the one who -- so just
11 |let's go through that night where Gaetz calls ne. After
12 | getting a phone call like that, it's -- when you are

13 |truly innocent of sonmething, it's very disturbing. So
14 |the first thing | didis | hang up, finished ny dinner,
15 |and then | called Bjjij. And | said, | just got news from
16 | Matt, and apparently ny nane was up on the -- ny

17 |driver's license or sonething was up on the board.

18 And her response to ne was sonething to the

19 |effect of, Yeah, | wasn't really paying nuch attention
20 | because | don't think you are really the center of it
21 | but your nane -- your picture was definitely up there.
22 | And | took a picture a couple hours |ater because | was
23 |like, oh, thisis -- while Joel is trying this stuff,
24 |this is just confusion.

25 She called me the next norning. So | got up,
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1 |went to Liams, lived my normal |ife, woke up the next
2 |day. Sitting on ny back patio, | get a phone call from
3 |her. And she says, Hey, | think | got alittle bit
4 |nore. She said, | think it has to do wth your house
5 |where they m ght have been. M response was sonet hi ng
6 |like, I was not there; and | think she said sonething to
7 |the effect of, | know you weren't, or was just very
8 |affirmng in that regard. She hung up. Then after that
9 |I called ny wwfe, and then | called R chard Hornsby
10 | because obviously Joel was getting to work trying to
11 | make his problens ny problens.
12 (IExhi bit 115 was marked for identification.)
13 | BY MR PERKI NS:
14 Q Let's talk about this letter from M. Hornsby
15 |to M. Todd Gee dated Cctober 4, 2021. 1'Il mark this
16 | as [Exhibit 115
17 You're famliar with this letter, correct?
18 A Yes.
19 Q And it tal ks about the evening of Septenber 28,
20 | 2020, correct?
21 A. Yes.
22 Q It says, on that evening, you're having dinner
23 |with a friend at FishBones in Lake Mary.
24 Who was that friend?
25 A Kyl e Jones.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
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1 Q And does Kyle still live in the area?

2 A No, he never |ived there.

3 Q Where does he live?

4 A Sout h Fl ori da.

5 Q What does he do?

6 A He's a war ehouse devel oper.

7 Q And at this dinner wwth Kyle, you get a call

8 |[fromMatt CGaetz?

9 A. | was wrapping up dinner with Kyle. | think we
10 | had already paid the tab. W were kind of about to have
11 |salutations and part ways, and | think | invited him

12 |over to Liams. | don't believe he joined, but he m ght
13 |have. | don't renenber if Kyle joined or not, but we
14 |were just wapping up. | got the phone call, and |

15 | believe after that | got on the phone with Bjj. W had
16 |a pretty quick conversation, and then | went on with ny
17 (life -- well, | don't remenber...

18 Q Who went to Liams with you?

19 A | know Jason was there, and it m ght have been
20 | Kyl e.

21 Q | think you have a picture of it.

22 A Yeah. |If you can show me the picture, | can
23 |tell you. Kyle was ny college roonmate' s younger

24 | brot her.

25 Q Maybe it's on the other one. Here we go.
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1 A That's Kyl e.
2 Q Ckay.
3 A Real | y captures ny essence.
4 Q So you get a call fromM. Gaetz. How |ong was
5 |that call?
6 A A mnute. It was just, Hey, | don't have any
7 |nore details than this, but | have got the heads up that
8 | your nane and nmy nane went up on the board. It was
9 | Matt, because obviously because he was aware of the
10 |threats that Joel had nade agai nst Rebekah in ny
11 | presence. And Matt | think was just informng me that
12 | it appeared that Joel and the G eenbergs had actually
13 |turned the corner on doing the things that he had
14 |promsed to do if we didn't get hima pardon.
15 Q And then in response to that -- there is a
16 |reference here to other people were brought up in the
17 |grand jury proceedings as well?
18 A Yeah, | don't know.
19 Q It says, M. Dorworth, M. Gaetz, and several
20 | ot her peopl e.
21 Do you know who those ot her people were?
22 A | don't. | mean, to be very clear, Gaetz did
23 | not tell ne who the other people were. He said, Your
24 | nanme and nmy nanme. | think he mght have said |ike anong
25 | ot hers.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
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1 (IExhibit 116/ was nmarked for identification.)

2 | BY MR PERKI NS:

3 Q  And then we have this phone record from
4 Gl ! 'mgoing to mark this as -- this will be

5 |[Exhibit 116l

6 At this point in tine, you text Ms. CGiiE

7 |correct?

8 A Yes.

9 Q And you say, Would you please give ne a call

10 | when you have a nonent, right?

11 A Yes.

12 Q You send that text at 7:57 p.m?

13 A Yes.

14 Q  And then Ms. GRSl ooks like calls you back
15 | i medi atel y?

16 A Yes.

17 Q Do you know how | ong that conversation was?

18 A | don't recall it being very |ong. -- when
19 || called her, she was nore like, | don't think this is
20 |really about you, Chris. | don't really care. | nean,
21 |it was -- if you saw that picture | took just after

22 |that, the contents of that phone call were such that |
23 |was made to feel that this is not a particularly

24 | problematic situation for ne. Like maybe they spent a
25 [ lot of tine on Matt and ny pictures went up on the board
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1 | or whatever, but it was -- her response was, Yeah,

2 |didn't really pay nmuch attention because | don't think
3 |you're really what they're after here. And then she

4 |called ne back the next norning to say that she knew a
5 |little nore, and that it was about ny house. Basically
6 |they were alleging that people had been at ny house.

7 Q And that's the second call we see on this

8 | nessage here, Septenber 29, 2020, at 10:40 a.m? You
9 | called Ejl§?

10 A She -- that's weird. She called -- | don't
11 | know. She nust have texted nme or sonething else to do
12 | that because it was basically her realizing that I

13 | had -- that she had nore information. | didn't

14 | proactively reach out to her that day. So maybe

15 |called her back, but, | nmean, | was not -- | honestly
16 | had sort of put it out of ny head.

17 Wien | woke up that day, | didn't call Hornshby.
18 |1 was like, we'll deal wth this stuff when the tinme
19 | conmes. And when she called back and we talked this

20 |time -- and again, | mght have called her back, but I
21 | think she was the one reaching out to ne to say |iKke,
22 | Hey, this is...

23 Q So she may have texted you to say call nme --
24 A Sonet hing |ike that.

25 Q -- and then you called her back?




Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 294 of 389 PagelD 3267

1 A Uh- huh.

2 Q Going back to this Hornsby letter then, it does
3 |say that you -- the next day M. calls you and

4 |says -- it looks |like she provides you additional

5 | details she had not had nentioned the night before?

6 A That's what | said, yeah. W knew the driver's
7 |license fromthe day before. It was the fact that it

8 | was about ny house. The day before when | called her, |
9 | got the inpression that she had basically nentioned ny
10 | name in passing to Matt. Matt was dutiful in calling ne
11 |to say, Your nane did this.

12 But when | called her, she's |like, Wat are

13 |you -- | don't think you're the center of this. The

14 | next norni ng when we spoke, it was |ike, Hey, | got

15 |nmore, and it's because they think sonething happened at
16 | your house.

17 Q And that would have been on July 15, 20177

18 A | mean, we know that now. At the tine, | did
19 | not know t hat.

20 Q And when she says, Sonething at your house, was
21 |that sex with "AB" that was di scussed?

22 A Excuse ne?

23 Q Wien she said, Sonething happened at your

24 | house --

25 A No, she never went into the single details of
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1 | what happened. Her -- the extent of her details to ne

2 |were that the assunption | had in the nonment and | think
3 |is still right to this nonent in time that they had

4 |talked to either KA or "A " and basically, they

5 |were -- at the tinme at least, they were calling and

6 |giving details to Bjjj for whatever this was, and that

7 | she had she had sonehow gl eaned -- Bjjjj had either talked
8 |to themagain or figured sonething else out that said

9 |that the questions -- | guess maybe they talked to "A"
10 | or maybe she called them back to get nore information.
11 | She said that it appears that where Chris Dorworth was
12 |involved in this about ny driver's |license being up

13 |there had to do with ny house, about the |ocation of

14 | where it was.

15 Q The location of the gathering on July 15, 2017?
16 A | didn't know any of that at this tinme. |t was
17 |just all | got was sonething happened at your house.

18 Q Ckay. So it was very generic?

19 A In a terrifying way. | nean, like, it was
20 |like, Hey, this is happening. | don't really know nore
21 |details. And so | called her back and she goes -- Yeah.
22 | She was very dismssive of me. It was like, Chris, this
23 |isn't about you. This is about Matt. And then the next
24 | day when she called me back, she said actually it was
25 | about your house. So it was |like she called back to
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1 |tell ne that she had -- that there was nore details, and

2 | she thought that the questions about nme had to do with

3 | nmy hone.

4 Q And were the questions relating to drug use at

5 |your hone?

6 A At the tine | didn't know any of that.

7 Q What about a m nor being at your house on July

8 | 15t h?

9 A Vel l, that was about the tine -- | nean, yeah.
10 | By that point in tine, we were aware -- | was aware that
11 |these were the girls that were doing this stuff. So,

12 | yeah, she woul d have been telling ne -- she didn't say
13 |that, but she was |ike, they think sonething happened at
14 | your house. She did not enumerate one detail past that.
15 |And at the time, | didn't knowif that -- in fact, |

16 | honestly assuned that they had just thought that she was
17 |at the house and that it was ny hone and that sense of
18 |the word, | was -- you know, | was supportive of it. |
19 | have never net her.

20 Q At that point in tinme, the superseding

21 |indictment came down on Joel G eenberg, correct, in the
22 | m dst of 20207?

23 A |f you tell me so. Again, | don't -- no, was
24 |that -- the first one was in June.

25 Q Correct. And then there was a second one in

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 | August, correct?

2 A That involved the girls.

3 Q That involved the girls?

4 A |f that was in August, you tell nme. That --

5 again, | nmean, it was just several nonths later. |

6 | remenber when it came out, but that was -- that cane out
7 |after | had the neeting -- after Rebekah had gotten

8 |threatened by Joel at the JWMarriott and after he and |
9 | had an exchange at the Broken Egg.

10 Q So July you have -- they have the -- July of

11 | 2020, Rebekah has the exchange at the JWMarriott in the
12 | pool with Joel G eenberg?

13 A | don't know what the date was on that one.

14 | 1'11 take your word on that one.

15 Q You sat through your wife's deposition,

16 | correct?

17 A | did.

18 Q And we tal ked about that July event?

19 A Yeah. Again, just froma point of plotting
20 |things on a calendar, | don't want to tell you that |
21 | know what the date was. It's all just bl ocked together,
22 |but | know it was before this.
23 Q Ckay. Now, the Septenber 19th -- on Septenber
24 | 29, 2020, did you get the gist from that the
25 | feds thought that underage -- and underage girl partied
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1 | at your house at sone point in tinme?

2 A | nean, at the tinme, if it was post superseding

3 |indictnent, | was probably astutely aware that there was

4 |one girl that was the particular subject of this, and I

5 (think | had by that point in time figured out -- you

6 | know, | had asked sonebody, and they told ne it's this

7 | person.

8 And | | ooked her up on social nedia.

9 |couldn't find her. | couldn't find like any -- | don't
10 [think | was able to find the Instagramor anything |ike
11 |that, and then I found -- | said that. They said, well,
12 | you' ve got to | ook under her stage name which was
13 which is her porn nanme, and that was an eye
14 | openi ng experience.

15 Q Wen is the first time you |ooked up Rk

16 | R’

17 A Whenever sonmeone told me that's who it was.

18 Q Wuld it have been around --

19 A | don't know. You're asking me to specul ate on
20 |things. Wenever -- because obviously out of nowhere |
21 | got -- Joel had hundreds of these wonen over a period of
22 |years. One of them happened to be underage. Joel gets
23 |ensnared in that. He's got all these problens there,

24 | but Joel's goal inlife was to make it not just Joel's
25 | problem He wanted this to be a teamthing. Everybody
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1 |had to be in this together.

2 The problemis | don't think anybody el se did.
3|1 know | didn"t. | don't think Matt did. | think that
4 | Joel -- | guess Joe Ellicott -- well, that was kind of
5 |interesting during their testinony because sai d
6 | that she didn't ever have sex with Joe Ellicott and Joel
7 |and "AB," but "AB" said that had sex with Joe
8 |Ellicott and Joel. It was always very confusing to ne
9 | because I'mgetting -- I'mthe one person who never had
10 |sex with this person. | don't think Matt ever did,

11 |certainly not as a m nor.

12 But that's -- | don't know about that. But |
13 |never net her, and |I'mgetting sued by the -- I'm

14 | getting threatened to be sued when the people who we

15 | know now did have sex with her never got sued. And so
16 |it was just very -- | thought that was very conpelling
17 |evidence that it was bei ng encouraged al ong by none

18 | ot her than Joel G eenberg.

19 Q In this letter fromM. Hornsby, page two up on
20 |the screen, it says, | assune M. recei ved

21 |additional information from Ms. after a previous
22 | phone call with M. Dorworth.

23 Wiy did -- why was that assunption nmade that
24 | she got that information?

25 A Wl |, she called back the next day to say --
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1 Q That | talked with or sonet hi ng?

2 A No. She didn't say that. She said, | know

3 |nmore, and | didn't know honestly. At the tinme there,

4 |the indictnment before | was nervous when | got the phone
5 |call that I was made to feel better by the Ejj follow up
6 | phone call. The next norning had the inverse effect. |
7 |was like, ny god, they're going to try and say this crap
8 | happened at ny house. It didn't. | don't need this.

9 |don't want this. And so she called back and the next

10 |day | had that -- and she -- when she called ne, she

11 |said, | know nore. | renenber her saying, | know nore.
12 | And what she knew differently is that it was centered on
13 | ny house.

14 Q It was centered on your house, and it was

15 |centered on a mnor being present at your hone?

16 A The girl that Joel had the problens wth.

17 Q "AB" ?

18 A "AB" claimng being at nmy house at sone point
19 |in time which was truly news to ne.

20 Q  And you're assum ng that was

21 | why?

22 A |''msorry, what?

23 Q Wiy is that assunption nade that it came from
24 g

N
a1

A |'msorry, what are you referring to?
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1 Q You see where, | assune M. recei ved

2 |additional information fromNMs. NgEklE"

3 A Yeah. | nmean, | think the gist of the

4 | conversation was -- the conversation was between [l and
5 KRS e 2nd Kiseesla \\as supposed to be with -- |
6 |think Kiskeala \\as the one talking to "AB." But | --

7 |again, | -- | called -- | talked to B It was a very
8 | brief conversation. She shared the details of what it
9 |was. | called ny wife, told her. | called ny |awer.
10 | That was it. Joel was doing what he prom sed he woul d
11 | do.

12 Q Page six of this docunment tal ks about an

13 |affirmative response to Ms. 2019 offer to share
14 | cocai ne she was purchasi ng?

15 A That was nonsense. There was a text that they
16 |said -- and | don't think | ever even saw these texts,
17 | but they warranted to R chard that these texts existed.
18 | He was just responding to that, but | never purchased
19 | cocai ne from Bl nor would she try to sell

20 |that to ne. | don't know what that's about.

21 Q You have never seen a text message exchange

22 [with M. where she offered cocaine or anything?
23 A | think somebody described sonet hing tal ki ng
24 | about white. | do not -- | don't use cocaine, so |

25 |woul d not be purchasing that. By the way, 2019, offer
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1 |to share cocaine she was purchasing for the wild party.
2 || don't know. Again, this seens to ne like this was

3 |years after the fact, but | never bought any cocai ne

4 | from Bt ClEadle so | don't --

5 Q And you --

6 A But the way that conversation happened was

7 |Richard called up and said, Hey, you know, we have

8 | cooperated with you guys. W sat through the interview
9 | W turned over |arge batches of information, and we

10 | didn't hear anything fromthem It just kind of went
11 |dark. So Richard after sone period of tinme did a status
12 |call with them and, you know, | remenber | was sitting
13 |at a Corona Cigar Bar, and he said, You got a second?
14 | He said, You mght want to step away fromthe table.

15 And | said, Yeah what's up, man? He said,

16 |Well, they said they have kind of noved on fromthe

17 | sexual conmponent of this, and now they're convinced that
18 | there m ght have been some obstruction of justice going
19 fon wth all this stuff. So again, they warranted

20 | several things to Richard over the phone. They never
21 | showed us. They never showed ne a copy of the text and
22 |everything. They just said, W have this. And so

23 |that's all | know. | have never -- they didn't say, W
24 | have this. | don't think the feds do that a |ot

25 |actually. So they did not share anything. So they --
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1 Q They didn't seize your phone though?

2 A No. M understanding is the only two people

3 | who had their phones seized were Matt and Bjjlj, and Matt

4 | and Bjjlj have one thing in common. They did not respond

5 |to the subpoena fromthe federal governnment. | did. |

6 |just said give ne a time to conply with this. [|'mnot a

7 |U S congressman. |I'mnot in a position to post up in

8 |that battle.

9 My understanding is that the two people who got
10 |their phone snatched were Bjij and Matt, and they were
11 | both done on -- they just conme and snatch it. Basically
12 | like, FBI, give ne your phone, and then you're gone.

13 | And Matt didn't get his back for several years because |
14 |think it was encrypted, and | don't know if they ever
15 | broke the encryption on it. | don't even know if Matt
16 | got the phone back. Probably could, but I don't know
17 | about Bigfll§ phone. | never talked to her about that,
18 Q Did you turn over text nessages and emails to
19 |the feds?

20 A Yeah. Everything | have, | have given to you.
21 Q And you have turned over the sanme nmaterials to
22 | us?

23 A | dentically. Again, nost of nmy text nessages
24 |were w ped out by virtue of the fact that I had a one
25 |year rule on ny phone that just deleted texts in one
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1 |year.
2 Q Goi ng back to the mandatory initial disclosures
3 |that we previously marked. A few questions about sone
4 | of these folks that you have listed on there.
5 A Sur e.
6 Q You say Hal sey Beshears --
7 A Hal sey.
8 Q Al ways Beshears, contact information unknown,
9 | know edge regarding simlar acts by G eenbergs agai nst
10 | Beshears investigation and resulting damages.
11 What is that know edge regarding simlar acts
12 | by --
13 A Wl |, Halsey was the secretary of the
14 | Departnent of Professional Regul ation under Governor Ron
15 | Desantis. Wen Covid happened and Florida sort of |ed
16 |the country in terns of its response, Hal sey was the guy
17 |who was in charge of the agency doing it. So, you know,
18 | Hal sey was very high profile, and what Joel wanted to do
19 | who Joel wanted to drag whoever he thought could have
20 |inmpact and that would -- if they got prosecuted woul d
21 | be -- sort of please the DQJ so that he coul d get
22 |reductions in sentence. And he went after Hal sey, and
23 | Halsey didn't do anything. | nean, this is all
24 | nonsense. These guys were single, decent |ooking guys
25 |who canme fromresources, politically promnent. The
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1 |idea that they woul d have to pay for sex is utterly

2 | ludicrous to ne.

3 Q And what's your understanding of how Joel

4 | Geenberg cane after M. Beshears?

5 A Trying to suggest that he was -- you know, he

6 | had information. Joel went and gave themall the

7 |information which they used to generate the subpoena.

8 |And it's the collective wsdomof all of us that

9 |basically Joel or his attorneys, Dave Wbster, acting on
10 | behal f of the Greenbergs and/or Joel, gave a copy of the
11 | copy subpoena to the New York Tines, and that was the

12 | piece of information they used to -- you know, to

13 | basically start the ball rolling on Matt.

14 Q What activity did M. Geenberg suggest

15 | Beshears was involved in? Was it --

16 A | believe he suggested they went on sone trip
17 | down to the Bahamas that was the Man Act trip.

18 Q And that trip would have involved "AB" and

19 i

20 A. | believe it was "AB" and after
21 |[they were the age of 18. But Halsey flewthemin his

22 | plane. Matt net them-- | believe Matt flew comercial.
23 |1 don't know who else -- | think Jason Pirozzol o was

24 |there too. He had an airplane too. | think that it was
25 |his girlfriend. | was not on that trip. That would not
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1 | be the kind of thing | would do.
2 Q And you said it was the Man Act trip?
3 A Yeah. | nmean, the Man Act is | think the human
4 |trafficking -- | think it was white slavery fromwhat |
5 |read the history of the act. Like it used to be called
6 |[the White Slavery Act. Now they call it the Man Act,
7 |and the way | read it was nore or |less any tinme anybody
8 |travels or |eaves the country for the purpose of doing
9 |anything wong, they kind of use the Man Act. Al though,
10 |again, I'mnot an attorney. | believe the only person
11 |that's been prosecuted under the Man Act lately is R
12 | Kelly. So, | nean, if you want to know how rare that
13 |is, it would be none other than R Kelly.
14 Q |s the Man Act used at |east to your
15 |understanding if you transport mnors across --
16 A What was your question?
17 Q Go ahead.
18 A |'msorry. | don't believe that it's exclusive
19 [to mnors. | think that the way -- and again, |
20 |actually believe this was explained to me from none
21 |other than Katie Benner with the New York Tinmes. She
22 |said that when you are 18 years old, there is a
23 |different standard for human trafficking than if you
24 | were under 18 years old. | want to nmake sure | give
25 |you -- this is how she explained it to ne.
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1 She said if you are over 18 years old. So if

2 |the girl -- the woman who is being trafficked is 18 or

3 |older, then there is an incunbent burden upon the

4 | prosecution or they were suing or whatever to show t hat
5 |there was coercion. The exanples they gave nme of those
6 | coercion would be like if sonebody gave their -- got

7 | them hooked on heroin, which | think is done sonetines,
8 |or if they had their nother or child and said, W're

9 |going to hurt your child unless you prostitute yourself.
10 | That woul d be consi dered acts of coercion.

11 |f you're under the age of 18, all that it

12 |requires is that you receive sonething of value. And

13 |there is even a threshold in there that says -- so |

14 | believe that the -- ny understanding of at |east the way
15 |it was explained to ne by a journalist who is also not a
16 |l awyer was that there was a different threshold for over
17 | and under 18.

18 And | think that the standard for what it is,
19 |if you had the right to sort of inspect and see -- if
20 |you don't look like -- you know, |let ne see some ID. |
21 | nean, if you have sone right to see sone people, you
22 | have sone debt or burden on that. M understandi ng was
23 | that because she was over the age of 18, there was a
24 |trip down there -- | renmenber when it happened. Like
25 | Hal sey canme back, and when he got back, he had been a
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1 |state legislator -- and actually, this was before --

2 |this was 2000 -- | don't know when that trip was, but |
3 |think it was 2018. But he was either a nenber of the

4 |legislator, but as a nmenmber of the legislator, he also

5 | owned a bi ke shop

6 So when you fly, when you're a politician,

7 |pretty much the worst thing you can do is start dropping
8 | knowl edge on peopl e about how you're a politician

9 | because that gets you in trouble all -- real quickly.

10 | When you get pulled over by a cop, you would never say,
11 |I'ma nenber of -- you just don't do that. You just try
12 |to be as non-addressing of that as you can possibly be
13 | because it's not terribly hard for people to m sconstrue
14 |that and take it the wong way.

15 So when Hal sey got back, | think he was flying
16 |into the country. Custons had him and they said, \Wat
17 |do you do for a living? He's like, | own a bi ke shop.
18 | And they Google quickly and saw that he was a state

19 |legislator. So all of a sudden, there is a discrepancy
20 | or something. They put Hal sey into one room and the

21 |girls in the other room | think KSR was |ike 20 at
22 |the time, | believe.

23 But that had happened, so | renenber hearing

24 | about that trip. It was nore of a funny thing that they
25 | thought that was taking place. | had no idea that there




Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 309 of 389 PagelD 3282

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 307

1 |would later be actually an investigation around human

2 |trafficking, but | think Joel tried to -- Joel was not

3 |onthat trip, and | think he tried to get themto try to
4 |say that that was the behavior that, you know, she

5 |was -- it was an 18 and 20 year old that flew down wth
6 |Halsey. | think it was a different matrix of liability.
7 Q Any ot her m sconduct that you're aware of that
8 | Joel Greenberg suggested that M. Beshears was invol ved
9 |in?

10 A No. | think he basically suggested that he was
11 |involved in all of this stuff, and | don't -- if you're
12 |referring to the 122 pages or 117 pages -- | really do
13 | have to figure that out, whatever it is. 117 or 122, |
14 | believe always is nmentioned in there in that thing. |
15 | don't renenber the context of how he was nentioned. But
16 || nean basically what Joel did on that was he tried to
17 | hit as many people as he possibly could. | think he

18 | went through the paper and said, who do they like to

19 |wite about. And so, | nmean, | think he basically
20 | suggested that he was part of that. He was -- |'m not
21 | going to speak to what other things Joel m ght have
22 |tried to say about Hal sey because | don't think Hal sey
23 | did anythi ng wong.
24 Q The biggest thing that cones to the mnd is the
25 [trip to the Bahanmas?
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1 A Vll, | mean, that's -- | think that was the

2 |subject of the greatest area of investigation, and |

3 |think they -- again, nake no m stake about it, when Mtt
4 |Gaetz is involved and he's a U S. Congressman who from
5 |time totime finds confort in going on nmgjor news

6 |stations and calling out the Departnent of Justice and
7 |the FBI and other things. So | don't think there was

8 | any shortage of people over there that wanted to nake

9 |sure that he was doing that. But what | think Joe

10 |[tried to do was basically paid as nmany of these people
11 | as he possibly coul d.

12 Q You al so have a reference there to David

13 | Webster. W talked a little bit about this before.

14 | Knowl edge regarding the sunmation of derogatory

15 | information about Dorworth.

16 A Yes.

17 Q What know edge does M. Webster have in that

18 | regard?

19 A | nmean, | don't know. He's their attorney.
20 [ I'"mnot able to do it, but, | mean, | know that | was
21 |told | had a David Webster problem that he's the one
22 |out trying to pedal the goods on behalf of the famly.
23 | He clainmed he was not Joel's attorney at the tine. |
24 | believe just -- but he was the famly attorney, so he
25 |was acting on behalf of the G eenbergs and possibly
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1 | Abby. But then actually at the nonent of Joel pled
2 |guilty, Dave Webster added hinself as an attorney in
3 |Joel's case at that point intime. So he wasn't Joel's
4 |attorney but he becane Joel's attorney. | think that
5 |was the way that they tried to get around saying this
6 |information came from Joel G eenberg's attorney, but it
7 | came fromhis parents' attorney.
8 Q Do you have any information about specific
9 |statements that M. Webster made --
10 A No.
11 Q -- that was derogatory towards you?
12 A Basi cally going around telling people that |
13 | have all these issues and that Gaetz and | are going
14 | down and that Joel's going to get out. Just basically
15 | going around trying to be -- he said sonething to sone
16 |judges a few weeks ago up in Sem nole County. Someone
17 |said, yeah, Dave Wbster was tal king about you. | nean,
18 | I think he just continues to do it.
19 Q And what judges were those that told you that?
20 A Judge Mel ani e Chase.
21 Q M. Gaetz naintains that he was not at the July
22 | 15, 2017, gathering --
23 A | have no idea.
24 Q You haven't asked himabout it --
25 A | haven't asked hi mabout it.
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1 Q It's your testinony though that you did not see
2 | hinf

3 A | nean, | was not there, so | don't know If
4 | they cane there and Ejjiiijshowed up and Matt was with

5 |them | was not there to observe it. | do not know |
6 | have not asked Matt. | have no idea.

7 Q Have you di scussed with Matt whet her he had sex
8 |[wth "AB"?

9 A Yes.

10 Q And what, if anything, did Matt say in

11 | response?

12 A He did not have sex with "AB".

13 Q Ever?

14 A | didn't ask about ever. | said, is there

15 |anything -- he said there is absolutely no truth

16 | whatsoever. | did not say, did you ever sex with her

17 |any tinme? | don't know. He didn't say yes; he didn't
18 | say no.

19 Q You did imt it to when she was a m nor?

20 A Yeah.

21 Q You asked him did you ever have sex with "AB"?
22 A | did.

23 Q And what did M. Gaetz say --

24 A Absolutely not. Hell no.

25 Q Did you ever ask M. Gaetz if he had sex with
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1 i
2 A No.

3 Q Do you know if he had sex with REDACTEg
4 A Vel K il said she had sex with him
5 | but then "AB" didn't seemto know if she had sex with

6 |him Sol -- thething | didn't really contenpl ate when
7 |this whole thing started was the idea that people would
8 |lie thenmselves into these stories because of Mtt's

9 |political celebrity. And having watched the depositions
10 | of and "AB," | truly believe that is what
11 | happened. | think that they were trying to sort of

12 |wite thenselves into it sonehow for the purpose of, |
13 |don't know, getting paid or whatever the deal was. But
14 |they -- very clear they did not know what they were

15 |tal ki ng about.

16 They did not -- their stories did not jive.

17 | There was -- and | think to a certain degree KJEEESIE Was
18 | concerned about inplicating herself and the fact that

19 | she knew that "AB" was under the age of 18 and was the
20 |allegedly going to have sex with people and had sex with
21 | her.

22 | nean, that was the testinony from"AB" that
23 |she had sex with Mgl Joe Ellicott, and Joel
24 | Geenberg that first night. KSR curiously, did

25 | not -- omtted that detail saying that she never had sex
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1 |with "A" but ny guess is that's because she never faced
2 | charges for human trafficking which by a very standard

3 |definition of the |aw a person who conmtted the human

4 | trafficking would be because she

5 | brought -- she brought her. She invited her, and, you

6 | know, she was aware that she was underage and all those
7 |things. And | did not -- it didn't seemto dissuade her
8 |at all.

9 Can | have a break in about five mnutes? Just
10 | keep going. | have to use the restroom soon.

11 Q Just let nme --

12 A Just the next tinme you hit a breaking point.

13 | Yeah.

14 Q Did you see M. Joel Geenberg at all on July
15 | 15, 2017?

16 A | don't think so.

17 Q M. Fogl esong, did you see himat all on July
18 | 15, 20177?

19 A | think Foglesong and Fish were probably --
20 |they did sone work together on stuff. And, again, Mtt
21 | has a thorough dislike for Eric Foglesong. So if Matt
22 | had seen Eric Fogl esong, Matt would have left. He would
23 | have said, |I'mnot doing this, you know, whatever. But
24 | M ke Fischer, he was involved in different pacts and
25 | political conmttees and everything. | think Eric would
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1 | use himfor various things.
2 Q Eric works for his -- historically works for
3 | denocratic --
4 A Yes. He --
5 Q -- candi dat es?
6 A | mean, he ran the denocratic caucus for the
7 | state of -- State House in Louisiana. He ran the
8 | denocratic caucus for the State House in Nevada. He ran
9 |the election of John Bell Edwards -- | believe that was
10 | John Bell Edwards who is the denocratic governor of
11 | Loui siana. They have a very weird systemfor electing
12 | people there where it's not |ike Florida where you have
13 |a republican, a denocrat, and an NPA. It's like a
14 | progressive poll where you ve got to like get to a
15 |certain percentage.
16 And Eric, he won a governors race there in
17 | Loui siana which is incredibly inpressive in the south to
18 | ever win a governorship these days as a denocrat. It
19 |takes a lot. He ran a U S. senate race and | ost a seat
20 |that was -- ultimately went to John Kennedy. Then Eric
21 |went down -- who was the guy? He was worth |ike $3
22 | billion. Don't answer that. But he was the denocrat
23 |that ran for governor agai nst Ron Desantis, and Eric was
24 | hi s canpai gn manager -- Jeff Geene. Jeffrey was his
25 |nanme. And so he -- Jeff Greene was worth about three or
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1 [four billion dollars and deci ded he wanted to cone in
2 | and be governor and spent all sorts of noney. And

3 |Eric -- that didn't happen. So Eric -- throughout all
4 |these things, Eric is a national political consultant

5 |who Matt Gaetz woul d have viewed as highly unwel cone in
6 | his presence.

7 MR PERKINS: Al right. 1It's 3:52. Let's

8 take a break.

9 THE W TNESS: Thanks.

10 THE VI DEOGRAPHER: |f there are no objections,
11 going off record. The approximate tine, 3:53 p.m
12 (A break was had.)

13 THE VI DEOGRAPHER: On record with nedia unit
14 five. The approximate tinme, 4:03 p.m

15 | BY MR PERKI NS:

16 Q Back on the record. M. Dorworth, is it

17 | possi ble that you were hone when cane to
18 | your residence on July 15, 2017?

19 MR ANDRADE: nbject to form
20 THE WTNESS: | don't know what tine
21 gl cane. | don't know. No, | think she was
22 | ater.
23 | BY MR PERKI NS:
24 Q She cane in at 8:50 p. m
25 A No, | don't believe | was there.
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1 Q And you can state with absolute certainty that
2 |you were not at your house at 8:50 p.m on July 15,
3 120177
4 A | can't state with absolute certainty anything
5 |like about that, but | don't believe | was at my house.
6 || think | was at Randy Morris' house drinking. A couple
7 | hours after | was on the boat, and | don't think | was
8 |home. So | believe |I got home either later in the night
9 |or the next norning, but | do not think I was hone by
10 |the time she got there.
11 Q Ckay. And what about M. Ellicott at 11:15
12 |p.m on July 15th --
13 A | don't -- again, if | had gotten hone at 11:15
14 |p.m if | was there, | would have been in the front door
15 |at 11:10 and asleep at 11:12. | would have gone up the
16 |stairs, maybe brushed nmy teeth if | was |ucky, and gone
17 |to sleep. | don't have any recollection of seeing Joe
18 |Ellicott or anybody else at 11:15.
19 Q s it possible that you were hone at 11:15 p.m
20 | on eastern on 7/15?
21 MR. ANDRADE: (bject to form
22 THE WTNESS:. Again, | have answered this
23 guestion repeatedly. |'mnot going to do it again.
24 | BY MR, PERKI NS:
25 Q Wien you were out on the boat wth M. Mrris,
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1 | do you recall getting calls fromthe gate?

2 A No.

3 Q Do you recall getting any calls fromthe gate

4 |that day, July 15, 20177

5 A |, as a general rule, don't ever recall getting

6 |calls fromthe gate. That's | get calls fromthe gate

7 |all the time. The call says, H, this is Mke with

8 | Heat hrow security. Let themin. That's how it goes.

9 | don't have any recollection of talking to anybody, no.
10 (IExhi bit 117 was marked for identification.)
11 | BY MR PERKI NS:

12 Q All right. Next exhibit will be 117. This is
13 |the initial conplaint that was filed in state court and
14 | then renoved to federal court.

15 Do you see that up on the screen?

16 A | do.

17 Q Ckay. And there is a reference to "KM in the
18 | conpl ai nt.

19 Do you see that?

20 A Yes.

21 Q And that's NiSglalg: Correct?

22 A Yes.

23 Q All right. And it says, Dorworth was aware of
24 |the existence of a person with the first nane of "AB"
25 |via a tax collector enployee and friend and former
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1 | roommate of Joel Greenberg to be dating a "KM.

2 A The way | read that statenent is that | becane
3 |aware of that person down the road. | didn't know "AB"
4 | back then, never spent time with her, didn't know her,

5 | but became aware of the fact that this person existed --
6 |well, through all of this.

7 Q And this tax collector enployee, that was Joe
8 |Ellicott, right?

9 A Joe Ellicott, yes. And, again, there is a

10 |little confusion | think on that probably on your end
11 | because deci ded that she -- during her

12 | testinony, she said she wasn't dating him Believe neg,
13 | Joe definitely thought they were dating, and they

14 |actually referenced that in one of those proffers from
15 |the federal governnent that he thought they were

16 |together. Relationship ended a few weeks |ater.

17 He was very serious about it, was talking about
18 | marrying her, was asking -- you know, | had just -- |

19 | had been married before and had a baby on the way, and
20 | he was asking ny wwfe girlfriend -- my wife at the tine
21 |-- well, ny wife Rebekah, she's 12 and a half years

22 | younger than ne. So he was asking me questions |ike how
23 | do you do that? How do you kind of nmake it -- he was
24 |very excited about having a potential future with her.
25 So that is the context that | knew of her as
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1 |this girl who is very young and beautiful and really did
2 |it for him and she seened to like himtoo. And so he
3 |was kind of hurdling towards the -- being in a
4 |relationship wth her. And then two weeks later, he
5 | found out she had several videos of her wth other
6 | peopl e out doing very graphic things. | nmean, and
7 | Joe -- Joe and Joel did a lot of weird sexual things.

8 | They were into that stuff. He was shook by whatever he
9 |found. So, | nean, | think it was pretty -- he's like,
10 |I just | can't believe it. He was really bothered by it

11 |all.

12 Q It says here that, Dorworth was aware of the

13 | exi stence of a person with the first name of "AB" via a
14 | tax collector enployee. Joe Ellicott --

15 A A first name of "AB." | don't -- first nanme is
16 [not "AB." It was the tax collector enployee and

17 |friend -- it would be...

18 Q Did Joe Ellicott make you aware of "AB"?

19 A No. | nmean, | don't know.

20 Q Is this an error, paragraph 440 of the initial
21 | conpl aint?

22 A What | would do is say | would say that it is
23 |a -- | amaware, but | was not aware of it back then

24 |that there was that person. | amaware of it, but |

25 | found out about themfrom Joel, and | knew "AB" as being
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1 |the best friend and | thought roonmate of "KM'. But |
2 |was al ways under the inpression they were roonmmates,

3 |although her testinony was contrary to that. But, |

4 |mean, | amstill aware of this. | amaware -- | was

5 |aware. | don't think back then -- at the tine in 2017,
6 || don't believe | would have known who these people

7 |were, but I would have known that "KM was there.

8 So if you take the -- if you read the sentence
9 |in the context of in July or June of 2017 | was aware,
10 |that would be incorrect. |If you read it now, | am

11 |aware -- | was aware of the existence of such a person
12 |like this because of being roommat e.
13 | That woul d be accurate.

14 Q When is the first tinme you becane aware of a
15 | person that existed with the initials "AB"?

16 A | don't --

17 MR ANDRADE: (bject to form

18 THE WTNESS: | don't -- the name "A/ " | think
19 t hat woul d have cone after Joel was charged with a
20 crinme,

21 | BY MR PERKI NS:

22 Q After August of 20217

23 A Yes.

24 Q So it's your testinony the first time you heard
25 |the name "AB" was in August of 20207
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1 A. "AB", yes. | nean, he nmade reference to il

2 |in the text, but | don't know that as "AB." The first

3 |time | found out her nane because | went to go find her
4 | one weekend, and then | had to go find her by using the
5 | nane R k-

6 Q And did you do that when you reviewed the

7 | August indictnent? |s that when you went digging around
8 |for that?

9 A. Yeah.

10 Q Was it sonetine in the nonth of August 2020

11 | that you woul d have done that?

12 A | did not ask Joel. | don't think Joel told nme
13 |who it was. He kept trying to sell this thing like il
14 | ViSReslR 99 | very nuch believe that all Joel was doing
15 |at that point in tine was trying to rope ne into things.
16 | The text nessage he sent ne was nonsense. |f you read
17 |y responses to himright away, |I'mlike, what are you
18 | tal king about, and, stop doing this Joel.

19 Joel was not -- again, Joel had -- he has a

20 |clever mndset. He's kind of -- if you think about life
21 | hacks, he's one of those people. He's very inpulsive.
22 | He says and does dunb things. You know, | -- you know,
23 | when Joel first nmade nme aware -- when he threatened ny
24 |wife and we went to Anot her Broken Egg and he nenti oned
25 | the existence of "AB," | didn't know who she was. |
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1 |went and asked others. Again, | was just |like who is

2 |[the girl? And when the -- | think about that tine |

3 |probably did the research. Again, | don't know what day
4 |1 was on ny conputer. And then shortly thereafter he

5 |was charged, but | don't remenber if | checked before

6 | that or |I checked when the tinme cane.

7 |*'mnot nmuch of a porn guy. | just don't -- it
8 |is not a part of nmy life, never has been, and stuff that
9 | she does is particularly gross. So it took sone doing
10 |[for ne -- | nean, it was -- there is sone really nasty
11 [things. So | had to go identify her and find out who

12 | she was just so | can say that | had never net her.

13 | There was no question about whether or not | had had any
14 | sexual interaction with her. | just didn't know if |

15 | had net her before.

16 It was not wholly inpossible that we woul d have
17 | been somewhere, and she woul d have been at the barstool
18 | next to ne or sonething like that or at the bar or table
19 | next to us because again, Joel would oftentines travel
20 |in these -- | used to call them entourages, but he used
21 | to describe themas people who he knew fromhis radio
22 |show. And | said, don't -- the radio show was only on
23 |for a few weeks.
24 And at the tine, | didn't know that his parents
25 | had paid for himto buy the block of tine. Wen | first
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1 |met Joel, he kind of made it seemlike he was a
2 | successful radio guy and had gone into the billboard
3 | business and did sonme deal where he was going to get --
4 |1"'mgoing to get this wong, but this is the gist of the
5 |way Joel would do it.
6 Let's say you have a radio show slot and it
7 | costs this nmoney dollars, costs $200 for a 30-second
8 |slot. Then there's a billboard thing, and they change
9 | every ten seconds, and that would cost say $3,000 a
10 |month. You'd have $2,000 a nonth on the radi o show.
11 | Sonehow he woul d get nore noney from doing both of them
12 | and nake nore noney for the billboard. He had this
13 | whol e thi ng.
14 He woul d describe it as if his radio show was
15 |this very large thing. That's where he net Abby. You
16 | know, she becane a sugar baby of his after he was on the
17 |show. | think Joel was sick that day; but, you know,
18 [I"mjust telling you, there was a huge swath of people
19 |that would travel with him It was CK and everybody
20 |else. So when | first heard about this, I'mlike, |
21 |don't know if | know this girl or not. So ny first
22 |mssion at that point in time was to see |ike do you
23 | know her? |f | had net her before, that's a different
24 | fact pattern for ne.
25 Q Your paragraph 441 says, Dorworth net -- did
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1 |nmeet "KM in her capacity as Joe Ellicott's girlfriend.
2 A Yes.

3 Q Do you know when that -- what tinmeframe that?

4 A No. | think it would have been -- well, it was
5 | before August 1st because that's when it got dunped.

6 |And so | can state affirmatively, but | believe that was
7 |at a bar. | believe that was at Liam Fitzpatrick's.

8 Q  That you met \REDACTECYg

9 A Yes.

10 Q Ckay. You believe you net REDACTELY
11 |the capacity of Joe Ellicott's girlfriend at Liam

12 |Fitzpatrick's?

13 A |''m not sure about the LiamFitzpatrick's, but
14 | I"mpretty damm sure about that. | know | met her -- |
15 | know | nmet her at a bar, and | know that Joe was hot to
16 |[trot and very excited thinking he found the |Iove of his
17 (life.

18 Q And that woul d have been before August of 20177
19 A Yes. | don't knowif it was before this party.
20 || don't knowif it was before -- | don't know, June,

21 [July, | don't know. | don't think they were together

22 |for terribly long based on what | read there; but, |

23 | nmean, she denies that they were together at all, and he
24 | was basically shopping for wedding rings and trying to
25 |figure out which way to do it.
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1 So | think that there -- | was there at the

2 |tinme, and | know that Joe was very serious about it, but
3 |l think she was saying as nuch but then she got busted
4 | cheating and -- or doing whatever she was doing. |

5 |think at that point tinme, it was kind of just wash your
6 | hands of it. But then after that, Joe went and becane
7 |good friends with her and |ike noved her to Col orado

8 |according to her testinony. So | don't know. It's a

9 |different kind of world fromanything |I'mused to.

10 Q Paragraph 442 says, On a coupl e occasions,

11 |M. Ellicott asked if Mgl S ' oommate was

12 |welconme to join at social gatherings.

13 Do you see that?

14 A Yeah. | nean, that's the reason | renenber

15 |thinking it was the roonmate thing. | don't -- again,
16 |it was things -- and that's why | asked the question if
17 |1 ever net her before. It was always, Hey, can we join
18 |this or that and can she bring sone friends. And to be
19 |clear, | mean, | don't -- this is identified as

20 |girlfriend's roommate. At the tine, it was just

21 | KESRSlRR' s friends. It was no "AB," there was no "AB,"
22 | and had other friends. It wasn't just "A"

23 | There was a whol e series of these people that would be
24 |there. So again, what | dont' know, it turns out she
25 |wasn't the roommate either. There is a lot of things
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1 |there.

2 Q But you said in paragraph 443, Dorworth agreed
3 |and said it would be fine --

4 MR. ANDRADE: (nject to form

5 | BY MR PERKI NS:

6 Q -- not knowi ng a single defining characteristic
7 |of "AB."

8 A All I will tell youis this --

9 MR. ANDRADE: (bject to form

10 THE WTNESS: Sorry. Al | will tell you is

11 that | try to be very acconmodating to ny friends

12 and clients. If ny friend asks if sonebody can

13 join, | probably said yes. | just don't think I

14 ever net her. | was not at the party that night. |
15 was not at a hotel room |It's the two tinmes she

16 clainms to have been around nme, and | believe both

17 are factually conpletely not true.

18 The point is Joe was always -- he was very nuch
19 in love with Kl and he was trying to bring --
20 and | didn't hang out with Joel all that nuch, but
21 It was |like he sort of thought we were kind of an
22 Interesting group of people. He sort of wanted, you
23 know, hang out wth and her friends. |
24 remenber him saying she had friends. | don't
25 remenber ever neeting them And again, that's why |
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1 had to go identify who it was because | did neet

2 people |ike el Part of the Joel,

3 Abby entourage. | did neet those fol ks, just never
4 " AB. "

5 | BY MR PERKI NS:

6 Q Your testinony is you've never had a Seeking

7 | Arrangenents account ?

8 A | have never had a Seeking Arrangenents

9 | account.

10 Q Did you have an understanding it was a sugar

11 | daddy/ sugar baby rel ati onship type dating app?

12 A Wth --

13 Q Seeki ng Arrangenents.

14 A Yeah. | nean, it's -- culturally |I'maware

15 |that there was sonething. There is an article in the
16 | Ol ando Sentinel about how UCF was |ike one of the

17 | biggest in the country. But, |I nean, to ne, the idea of
18 | neeting people online and then sonehow establishing a
19 |relationship where | give you noney and we have this

20 | sort of pseudo-prostitutional relationship did not sound
21 |at all like anything that | would ever want to have to
22 | do with.

23 And honestly, Joel for years -- for years, |ike
24 |to be very clear, for all of this June -- for all of

25 |this cal endar year, Joel was steadfast in his statenent
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1 |these people, these wonen, these fol ks that are around,
2 |they all came fromny radio show He was -- he and Joe
3 |were kind of celebrities in that regard, and that's

4 |where it came from Because | asked him | was |ike,

5 | Dude, | know a |ot of people. | don't know people that
6 |roll around wth packs of this stuff.

7 He's Iike, No, it's all the radio show [It's

8 |all kind of part of what we were. And | didn't know

9 | Joel before and so | -- it struck me as weird because |
10 | had never heard of his radio show, and | don't really

11 | think of the people that have done radi o as having

12 |entourages. It is not really something typical; but,

13 |you know, again, by this point in tinme, | was aware of
14 |the fact that Joel had parents that were giving him

15 | 100, 000 bucks a quarter and that he was blowing it on

16 |partying. And does it shock ne that a bunch of people
17 |want to hang out wth a guy who's known to buy bar tabs,
18 | no, it doesn't.

19 Q Have you ever used sonebody el se's account on
20 | Seeki ng Arrangenents?
21 A No, | have never been on Seeking Arrangenents.
22 Q Was there a point in tinme that you becane aware
23 |that Joel G eenberg was neeting these wonen on Seeking
24 | Arrangenent s?
25 A Yes.
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1 Q Ckay. Wen was that point in tinme?

2 A Probably about 2018 or '19, later.

3 Q How di d you becone aware of that?

4 A Sonmebody told ne. | don't renenber who, but I
5 |asked him | said, Joel, are these girls -- are they...
6 | And he said, Sonme of them and he didn't basically own
7 |all of them He said -- what his statenent to me was

8 |that he net one or two off of that, of the website. One
9 |or twois ny word. He net a smaller nunber off the

10 | website, and then had sort of net their friends and

11 | bought theminto the fold.

12 The way -- for the sake of just to illustrate
13 | how that would go, | think "AB"'s testinony was that he
14 | nmet "AB" on Seeking Arrangenents, and then "AB" brought
15 around to neet Joe. They had sex, and
16 |all the sudden they were dating. | think it was nore
17 |like he met a small nunber -- | don't have a precise

18 | nunber, but | was made to believe that all of these that
19 |all these wonen are not fromthe website. A snal

20 | nunber are, and |I've net a lot of people fromthat. If
21 |that's true or not, that would be a great question for
22 | Joel ' s deposition.

23 Q And you becane aware of the Seeking

24 | Arrangenents connection in 2018, 20197

25 A | think it was 2019; but, again, to be clear,
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1 |the way that it was explained to me, was not that it was

2 |anything prostitutional. It was nore on -- basically

3 |these girls want to hang. They think it's cool. And

4 [1'mlike, Joel, you're a married guy with a couple kids.

5 | Wiy do a bunch of college girls want to hang out with

6 | you?

7 Wll, you know, we -- you know, we nake sure

8 |it's worth their tine. ['mlike, Wat does that nean?

9 |And | didn't press himfor details, but, | nmean, | just
10 | got the inpression that Joel was taking his trust fund
11 |and blowing the trust fund on wonen and that Abby knew
12 |about it. And it was not a particular secret.

13 Again, the first time -- | think literally the
14 | first tinme | ever said hello wwth him | was |ike, Hey,
15 |how s it going? How was the drive in? Howis the

16 |weather? By the way, I'min an open marriage. | nean,
17 | he was very off the top with that, and it was not a

18 | source of any stress. And again, I'm-- it's kind of
19 |[funny to me at the tinme because he was -- his wife was
20 | pregnant with a kid, and he had just been married for
21 |like six or seven nonths. |t was sone person that had
22 |been in a long marriage. It was like they got into it,
23 |and they were in that boat.

24 Q You're aware that Joel G eenberg net "AB' on
25 | Seeki ng Arrangenents?
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1 A That's what | read in the interrogatories.

2 Q And that's what you heard in the testinony as

3 |well, correct, fromM. "B"?

4 A Yes.

5 Q And you're aware that sonmebody reported Ms. "B"
6 | for being underage on Seeking Arrangenents?

7 A | have been nade aware of that through this

8 |court case.

9 (Exhibit 118 was marked for identification.)

10 | BY MR PERKINS:

11 Q Ckay. And the next exhibit is 118 which is a
12 | picture of M. Ralph Anthony Arruzza.

13 Do you know this individual ?

14 A Never seen him no.

15 Q Did you have an understandi ng that sonme of the
16 | wonen that were at your hone on July 15, 2017, were paid
17 |to be there? Did that cone to your attention at sone

18 | point in tinme?

19 A It's still not cone to ny attention. | think
20 | when the asked the girls, they couldn't even say whether
21 |they were paid or not as | recall in the testinony.
22 | Again, none of it really made sense to me. |It's |ike
23 |where did they cone fron? Wy are these two wonen
24 |comng -- | don't -- you know, it would be one thing if
25 |the scenario of the gate |og, that when | | ook at the
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1 |gate log -- and again, this is just ne inputing things.
2 || nean, | can inmagi ne Joe, maybe he was working and said
3 |/go neet ne there. 1'Il pick you up or sonething |ike

4 |that. | have no idea why these two people would be

5 |there and if it was -- | just don't know. And M ke

6 | Fi scher doesn't renmenber them being there either.

7 So as far as |I'mconcerned -- | don't know how
8 |long they were there. | have no evidence that they were
9 |there for any period of tine of course because | was not
10 [there. But the fact that you canme into ny guard gate

11 |at -- let's check this thing one nore tine. The fact

12 |that you cane in the guard gate at 6 -- whatever tine it
13 | was.

14 Q "B" was there at 6:15, and was there at
15 | 8:50 --

16 A | don't know if they were there. | nean,

17 |again, |I'msure you have your nmeans of going and pulling
18 | cell phone stuff. | just don't know that they were

19 |there for nore than ten mnutes. | don't know, maybe

20 | KisRSllER oot there and left. So I'mnot going to

21 | specul ate on any of that because | don't know. The fact
22 |is, | mean -- and the context of would you have |et

23 |Joe -- if Joe Ellicott had said, Hey, nmy girlfriend

24 |wants to bring your roommate over. |Is it cool? | said,
25 | Hey, |I'mnot going to be there but sounds good. That is
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1 | probably the conversation | had. | don't renenber that
2 | going that way at all, but | just remenber very

3 |seriously understanding that Joe was in deep love with
4 |this KEEESHE wonan, and he was ready to go. He was |ike
5 |reedy to make the nove. He saw his unborn children in
6 | her eyes, white picket fences, and the dream

7 Q  You sat through the deposition of

8 | Mijgl+ correct?

9 A | did.

10 Q And when | asked her about when she first got
11 |to the house and she said she was given a tour by Matt
12 | Gaetz and they went upstairs and | ooked at a roomt hat
13 |had a tanning bed in it and then had sex.

14 Do you recall that?

15 A | do.

16 Q Ckay. Back in the summer of 2017, you did, in
17 |fact, have a tanning bed on the second floor, correct?
18 A It wasn't plugged in. Sonmeone paid ne --

19 | sonmeone owed me noney. And instead of paying ne, they
20 | gave me a tanning bed because you can tell by ny
21 | conplexion I'"'mnot nmuch to tan. So we never plugged it
22 |in. It required a fancy electrician plug, and | w nded
23 |up giving it away.
24 Q But it did exist in the sumrer of 20177
25 A | think so.
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1 Q  Are you contesting that was at
2 | your house?

3 A No.

4 Q You believe she was there?

5 A Kook ik as the girlfriend Joe Ellicott.
6 |It is entirely plausible to ne if Joe would have said,
7 | Hey, you know, |'mgoing to cone by later. 1Is it cool
8 |if she goes to hang at your house if Matt was there, if
9 | Matt's not there, whatever the circunstance was. |

10 | nean, | probably would not have said no, you can't do
11 |that. | treat ny friends and their wonen l[ike famly.
12 | I"'mvery warmand welcomng. | don't -- there would
13 | have been no part of ne that would have said no.

14 Now, | woul d never have expected that that

15 | woman woul d have come off a website -- or | guess

16 didn't off the website, but that she would be
17 |traveling with an underaged whatever Judge Presnel

18 |called them Essentially a prostitute, you know, going
19 | around having sex for noney. That | -- | hate to say
20 |this, but if you're using your -- sort of forecasting
21 | what bad things can happen, it's kind of tough to

22 |imagine that. | don't...

23 (IExhibit 119 was nmarked for identification.)
24 | BY MR PERKINS:

25 Q Al right. Back to M next
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1 | exhibit, 119.

2 You have seen this video before, M. Dorworth?
3 A Yes, going through your discovery.

4 Q Wien is the first tine that you saw that? Was
5 it through ny subpoena to Ms. MNiaRR”

6 A Yes.

7 Q The governnent never showed you this?

8 A No.

9 Q "Il play you this clip here. That's your

10 | house, correct?

11 A Yes.

12 Q Are you contesting the authenticity of that

13 |video at all?

14 A No.

15 Q Do you believe that M. was in your hone
16 |at that tinme going down fromthe second story to the

17 | first story?

18 A | nean, it predates Al. And, | nean, again,

19 |the context of this is this ny friend -- and, again, Joe
20 |and |, we becane friends. Like he -- when he discovered
21 |that M. was involved in sone |ess than

22 | heartwarm ng sexual things, he called ne to cone nake

23 |sure that -- to seek nmy advice and counseling. He was
24 | basically crying at the table. He was devastated. So,
25 |yeah, if he would have said, Hey, is it cool with you if
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1 |ny girlfriend cones and hangs out with him-- and,

2 |again, | don't know why -- the things I don't know the

3 | answer to because | wasn't there. | don't know where he
4 |was until 11:15. | don't know -- | nean, | don't know
5 |what the deal is with that.

6 It's kind of a late time, and it wasn't |ike he
7 |worked at a novie theater or sonething |like that where

8 | he would get off at that tinme. | don't know what was

9 |going on there. And, again, | don't know. | had a

10 |[tough tine believing that if Eric Fogl esong was there

11 | Matt Gaetz was there, but Fish said -- maybe Fish -- but
12 | then they clainmed things happened with Eric Fogl esong.
13 | So, again, there is just no scenario in the world where
14 || believe that Matt Gaetz and Eric Fogl esong were both
15 |there doing these things at the sane tine because they
16 |would stay far the hell away from each ot her

17 Q Have you di scussed the July 15th gathering with
18 | M. Fogl esong?

19 A | don't think so.

20 Q Do you recall in the course of the deposition
21 | of where she was discussing some al one

22 |time with you?

23 A. Yeah, | have never --

24 Q And she said that you flirted?

25 A Well, first things first, she did her
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1 |interrogatory where the -- Laura Wl f and Chris, they
2 |sent a Pl out to talk to her. She gave an accounting
3 |for how that went. That was not nentioned anywhere in
4 | that document. Then she conmes in here, and | don't know
5 |if she was just feeling the crowd or whatever, but

6 |claimed that | did that. | nost certainly would not

7 | have grabbed the crotch or anything like that of one of
8 |ny buddy's and client's girlfriend. It did not happen.
9 | It never happened.

10 | have never laid a finger, pinky finger, or
11 | anything el se anywhere on the body of
12 |ever. There is no -- nothing -- | don't think we ever
13 | even shook hands. Maybe a side hug to say hello or

14 | goodbye, but there would be -- there was no physi cal

15 | contact with her whatsoever. And if | would have seen
16 | sonebody doing that to ny buddy's girlfriend, | would
17 | have thrown that person out of the party. That is not
18 |how I roll, and that woul d never take place. Again,

19 |mnd you, in his mnd this is the future Ms. Joseph
20 |Ellicott, just a matter of getting a registry conplete
21 |and everything else. He did not know that two weeks
22 |later he would find --
23 Q Do you think that was a case of m staken
24 |identity with M. bei ng confused about you and
25 |M. Ellicott?
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1 A | think Ms. MiGglll' s just lying. | think she
2 |pointedly lied. | think she lied a lot of that stuff.

3 |l think she tried to back up her best friend who says

4 | she's been best friends with since she was 14 or 15

5 |years old. | think that has nmore exposure in

6 |this than any other person because she admtted to doing
7 |all those things. | think she would say and do whatever
8 | her best friend asked her to do, and | just think it's a
9 |straight up lie. And the fact that her own testinony

10 |conflicted with "AB"'s, it just -- these are women who
11 |are -- for not noble reasons are trying to wite

12 |thenselves into a history that did not exist.

13 Q Goi ng back to that October 4, 2021, M. Hornshy
14 |(letter, we tal ked about this earlier.

15 Do you recall that?

16 A Yes.

17 Q On page four of 28, it says, You provided ne

18 |with a nunber of text messages between M. Dorworth and
19 | Joe Ellicott that show M. Ellicott texting M. Dorworth
20 |at 11:14 p.m on July 15, 2017, asking to be let into

21 |the comunity, and M. Dorworth responding he notified
22 |the gate house.

23 A | have never seen this. He says he provided

24 |it, but I -- again, nmy understanding of this phone

25 | conversation was that when Richard Hornsby called to
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1 |say, Hey, it's been nonths and we have not heard
2 |anything fromyou guys. |Is there anything else? And
3 |they said, W've noved on from believing that
4 | M. Dorworth was involved sexually -- but I'mnot trying
5 |to paraphrase them | was not on this phone call.
6 But the gist that Richard gave to nme was that
7 |they said, Hey, we're not |ooking at your guy anynore
8 | for doing anything inappropriate sexually. Now we have
9 |noved on to potential justice by an obstruction. On
10 | that phone call -- and, again, Richard, you know, |
11 |asked him | said, Did you see any of this stuff? He
12 |said, | didn't see anything of these things. They
13 |didn't provide us copies of it. It was himtalking to
14 | Todd Gee, and Todd CGee warranted a few things to happen.
15 So | have not seen them | don't know about
16 [this. | have no -- all this means to nme is the feds
17 | said, oh, yeah there was texts between -- and again,
18 | very possibly maybe he called ne and said, can you | et
19 |me in? Again, if Joe Ellicott asked ne to be let in the
20 | nei ghborhood | would do it. And if he called me up and
21 |said, Hey -- if |I'mawake, | would have done that.
22 | There is no part in my mnd that thinks that | woul dn't
23 | have done that. | just don't know.
24 Q Did you, in fact, text with M. Ellicott on the
25 | evening of --
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1 A That's what I'mtelling you. | have no

2 |recollection of it.

3 Q s it possible?

4 A Sure. Again, | just told you. |It's very, very
5 |possible. If | would have gotten a phone call from Joe
6 |Ellicott or a text nessage saying, just trying to go

7 | through your gate because you didn't answer the phone, |
8 |woul d have said, give ne one second. 1'l|l add you onto
9 |the gate. That is how | would have responded to that

10 | situation.

11 (IExhi bit 120 was marked for identification.)

12 | BY MR PERKINS:

13 Q Next exhibit wll be 120. This is a text

14 | nessage -- or a Snapchat nessage that we've discussed
15 | previously in sonme depositions including Mke Fischer
16 | and

17 Do you recall that?

18 A Yep.

19 Q And that's a picture of Joe Ellicott, correct?
20 A Correct.

21 Q At the top. And it appears M. Ellicott's

22 |saying, I'mgoing to try to hook Fish up for later right
23 | now. Gonna see what | can do.

24 A | have seen this before. | have never had

25 | Snapchat, first of all. | don't see where -- | don't
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1 | believe | ever had this conversation. | have never paid
2 |for any guy to have sex. Not no friend of mne, no

3 |friend ever. Mke Fischer nmakes a nice living. |'m

4 [also not -- | don't want to violate the man's privacy,
5 |but | think he had like this severe whole hip

6 | replacenment which at his age and health, |I'mnot even

7 |positive that's on there.

8 At no point intinme did | try to have any of

9 | these conversations. And the fact that -- | don't even
10 | know what that is. It |looks Iike a conversation, but
11 |what even says it's fromne. |It's just him and that's
12 | not even totally clear to ne how he did this because |
13 | Snapchat the whole thing was that you make it di sappear.
14 |So | don't know. | don't see anything on there that

15 |indicates that | did any -- it just -- and that's July
16 | 18t h.

17 Q VWll, this is July 16th. You see that right
18 | there?

19 A So that one's -- yeah. But again --
20 Q So the next day --
21 A My question is this: | have never had
22 | Snapchat, but ny understanding is the things di sappear
23 |in a day. How does he have a text four years later?
24 Q  \Well, produced this.
25 A Right, but, |I nmean, how? D d she screen
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1 | capture it.

2 Q It looks |ike a screenshot. | think that's

3 |what she testified to.

4 A.  Again, | believe that i's not the nost
5 | honest person in the world, but I"'mjust telling you

6 |right now that there is nothing in that says | ever did
7 |this nor would I. Again, if | would have said, Hey,

8 | Mke Fischer, let me do this for you, do this kind of

9 |thing, it would have been a very unconfortable, negative
10 | energy. That did not happen. That did not happen. And
11 || don't -- listen, it's not clear to me here because it
12 |l ooks to me and | just call BS on it because |I know for
13 |a fact that you' ve already seen in the things that |I've
14 | turned over, Joe believed that she was his girlfriend.
15 | Wiy would he be calling the girl he wanted to marry and
16 |say that | was willing to pay 500 bucks to have sex --
17 |for her to have sex with Mke Fischer? | just -- the
18 |whole thing just defies any sort of --

19 Q Are you saying that you did not respond to it,
20 | 1"l cover 100 percent --

21 A. Yes, | did not ever --

22 Q You're saying that's not your text?

23 A No. | did not do that.

24 Q Have you ever offered to pay a wonman to have
25 |sex with a third party?
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1 A No.
2 Q Have you ever offered to pay a wonman for sex
3 |for yourself?
4 A No. 1've never paid for sex unless you count
5 | al i nmony.
6 Q Let's tal k about the deposition testinony of
7 |Ms. "B." You sat through that testinmony. M. "B"
8 | tal ked about a vol cano bong.
9 Do you recall that?
10 A. Yes.
11 Q Do you have a vol cano bong?
12 A | do. It's not exactly a secret though.
13 |mean, |I'msort of like the -- | nean, I'mbig -- you
14 | know, |'ve had it for a long tine. |'ve had it since
15 |when | got out of the legislator in 2012 or 2013. So, |
16 | mean, when she said | was big into -- that doesn't
17 | pencil because that is sonething | have had for four or
18 | five years, and she described it as new. | just thought
19 | that people are aware of the fact that -- probably Joel
20 |said, he's got a volcano on his back patio, and that's
21 |all they needed to try to nake that seemlike it was
22 | anyt hi ng.
23 Q So you had that vol cano bong in the summer of
24 | 2017, correct?
25 A It's not a volcano bong. It's a volcano
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1 | vapori zer.
2 Q Vapori zer?
3 A The technology behind it is if you burnin a
4 | bong, a traditional bong, you would burn the flower, and
5 |that would create all of the things that you suck down
6 |into your lungs and all of those things. A vaporizer
7 |lifts the THC off the leaf, and then the vol cano then
8 |uses the air flowto blowit into a balloon which nakes
9 | it nmuch snoother and easier to use. It is pretty widely
10 | accepted to be that sort of preem nent neans by which
11 | sonmebody can snoke narijuana -- or vape narijuana |
12 | guess woul d be. .
13 Q When | was going through your Wells Fargo Bank
14 | records on page 15 of 19, | noticed that there was a
15 | purchase there from Apothecary for Marijuana for
16 | $348. 68.
17 A Whi ch one? Were is this one?
18 Q Let ne pull it up here.
19 A |'msorry, 348, yeah. Sure.
20 Q Right. $348.68, was that for marijuana?
21 A No. It's for alittle -- an apothecary nakes
22 |these -- they nade a little thing. It's called a
23 |candor. It has little jars, and it's a device. It's a
24 | pl ace where you keep ground up flower and rolling papers
25 | and anything el se you mght want. | don't know how
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1 | exactly you woul d purchase that online.
2 Q Do you ever have nenory |oss fromthe use of
3 | marijuana?
4 A No.
5 Q What about fromthe use of al cohol?
6 A Define menory loss. Do | ever have too nuch
7 |one night and forget, |I'mpretty good about that.
8 |I'm-- ny wife what not call nme a -- whatever she called
9 | me, however she referred to ny drinking skills. | have
10 | a good nmenory. Has it ever happened in ny life?
11 | College, | imagine, but | don't black out if that's what
12 | you' re asking.
13 Q What about fuzzy nenories after a night of
14 | drinking? Do you ever have that --
15 A | have a pretty acute nenory. As you can see,
16 || don't equivocate on nmy words. | know what it was, and
17 | I"mnot saying it's -- | have never had that happen.
18 | I"msaying that | cannot sitting here right now think of
19 | an exanple of that that would fit the four corners of
20 | what you just descri bed.
21 Q Wul d you agree with your wife that you're a
22 |world class drinker?
23 A Those are her words, not mne. | think what
24 | she neans by that, ny wife was raised in a very devout
25 | Sout hern Baptist hone. She was thought at al cohol is
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1 |just fundamentally evil, and it causes people to do bad
2 |things. In her childhood, you weren't not allowed to go
3 |over to a friend' s house if they had open bottles of

4 | al cohol out. So much of when I first met her, she told
5 |nme, | don't drink nmuch. | said, It's okay, |'m not

6 |l ooking for a drinking buddy.

7 But, you know, she -- so part of what it is

8 | obviously, I -- anybody who has ever been married before
9 |and in a relationship before knows that oftentines your
10 [wife or your girlfriend m ght have an opinion on what

11 |you're drinking was. Wth Rebekah it was just always

12 |that she noticed that | do not have a change in

13 | personality. | don't get violent. | don't get sloppy.
14 || don't get drunk. | don't walk out on ny bar tab. |
15 |don't get in fist fights. | don't yell at nmy kids. |
16 |don't yell at my wwfe. | nean, I'mjust a very |evel

17 | personality type. |[|'ve always been that way. And those
18 | people, if I drank -- you know, if | spent all day at a
19 | Twi n Peaks or a Liams and had a $300 bar tab, | doubt
20 |you could probably tell. | nmean, | don't -- there is
21 |very little personality change. There is just very
22 |little --
23 Q Do you ever have hangovers?
24 A The ol der you get, the nore they cone. | --
25 |what | have -- when | get a hangover | don't sleep well.
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1 | So the answer to your question is | don't get hungover,
2 |but if | drink alcohol to excess, the idea that |'m
3 |going to get any sort of rimsleep that night is |low, so
4 |1 tend to be tired the next day which di ssuades ne from
5 (drinking as nuch as | used to.
6 Q And is your drink of choice bourbon?
7 A Bour bon and wat er or vodka.
8 Q And let me try to play this clip of Ms. "B."
9 | know we had sone technical difficulties last tine
10 | because | think this was on. Right? |If | press this,
11 |and I"'mgoing to play this clip here where she's
12 | describing the interior of your hone. Let's see if it
13 | wor ks.
14 (A video clip was played.)
15 (IExhibit 121 was marked for identification.)
16 | BY MR PERKI NS:
17 Q All right. Wre you able to hear that
18 | testinony --
19 A | was.
20 Q -- fromM. "B." And I'Il mark for the record
21 |as Exhibit 121, and she described your house as she saw
22 |it on July 15, 2017.
23 In the summer of 2017 was there a bathroom near
24 | the pool ?
25 A. There is --
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1 MR. ANDRADE: (bject to form
2 MR. PERKINS: Go ahead.
3 MR. ANDRADE: Yeah. Object to form | don't
4 beli eve she testified the date that she was there
5 exactly what she was describing other than the
6 house.
7 THE WTNESS: | don't have a screened gl ass
8 door at ny house. | don't know what she's talKking
9 about. That description of ny house does not
10 particularly match howit is, no. Thereis a --
11 there was a gymupstairs. That was establi shed.
12 There is no bedroomin ny hone other than ny room
13 that can see the pool. So you would have to be
14 | taller than -- you would have to be taller than ne
15 to | ook over and see out into it because it's just
16 nmost of them have -- there is |ike a window that's
17 up high. So | disagree with that characterization
18 of the house.
19 You know, we had two chairs facing each other,
20 a piano. There is a -- there is no sliding glass
21 door, but on the far side of the house there is a
22 door that goes outside but it's not sliding. It's
23 an open and shut door. There is a pool table in the
24 living roomand was at that point in tine. There is
25 a full bar in that living room and it is -- |
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1 bought John Morgan, the trial |awer's, old house.
2 He built the bar. | can assure you because | think
3 it's aten by ten -- it's a very large bar with
4 dozens of things there. Thereis a TVin the living
5 room So, | nmean, her characterization of the place
6 IS not --
7 | BY MR PERKI NS:
8 Q Was there an air hockey table in 2017?
9 A There was an air hockey, but it was not in the
10 [living room That was in a side room
11 Q And there was a gymupstairs, correct?
12 A There was a gym yes.
13 Q And your testinmony is that you could not see
14 | the pool fromthe upstairs bedroom except for the master
15 | bedr oonf?
16 A Yes. | nmean, you could do it. You would have
17 |to be very tall. You would have to probably get
18 | something to step on to | ook through a wi ndow to go
19 | down. When | hear this, | have this overl ooks things.
20 | There is no view --
21 Q Coul d you stand on a bed and see it?
22 A The beds are never against the wall. So |
23 | guess if you shoved the bed over there, you m ght be
24 |able to do that. But the beds in ny house were all
25 | centered against the wall. There is none up against the
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1 |wall. There mght be one roomwhere there is |ike --

2 |again, you know, I would have to go check it out, but |
3 |don't think of any of the roonms in nmy house as being

4 |particularly conducive to | ooking at the pool. | nean,
5 |sol don't really know what she's talking about.

6 Q Do you think Ms. "B" was in your house on July
7 | 15, 20177

8 A | think she was on the guard gate. | won't go
9 |any further than that. Mke Fischer didn't see her

10 |there.

11 Q How woul d she know there was a gym - -

12 MR. ANDRADE: (nject to form

13 THE W TNESS: REPACTEC
14 said that too. For that matter, you know, the

15 vol cano, that could be Joel. | mean, these are

16 not -- the woman couldn't tell nme what ny voca

17 accent sounded like, if | talked fast, if | talked
18 | i ke a southerner. She couldn't nane any of those
19 things. She kind of m ss-described ny home. She
20 described a sliding glass door that never existed.
21 You know, do I think that she was at the guard
22 gate, she was on the guard gate that day. Do |
23 think if she cane in the house? WlIl, Mke Fischer
24 during his testinony said no. Kkl ks
25 believe to be a liar and has |lied extensively, and |
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1 have had nobody else confirmto nme that she was

2 there. So again, | don't knowif "AB" was at ny

3 house. | know she is on the guard gate.

4 | BY MR PERKI NS:

5 Q And said she was there, Geenberg said

6 | she was there, correct? M. "B" said she was there --

7 A | ' ve never heard Joel say that.

8 Q VWell, you' ve seen his interrogatories --

9 A Vell, | nean, | believe he said that, but I

10 [ don't think Joel was there. Joel was never on the guard
11 | gate. Joel didn't live in the neighborhood at the tine.
12 | So, | nmean, if Joel said she was there, how do you prove
13 | Joel was there? Joel lived -- at the time, he lived in
14 |a townhone with Abby. His road backed up to Orange

15 | avenue in a townhone in the back of the nei ghborhood.

16 | Every time he went through the guard gate he had to

17 |throw a driver's license down and everything else. He
18 |didn't that day. So | don't know that Joel was there.
19 So I'"lIl disqualify that one as saying | don't
20 | know how that you can prove that Joel was there because
21 |there is nothing on there. | know that M ke Fischer

22 | gave you testinmony that he did not see those girls. You
23 | asked them every which way you could ask him Is it

24 | possi bl e he was asl eep? Could he be sonmewhere el se?

25 | Things like that. | don't -- | think Mke Fischer was
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1 | at ny house.

2 And, again, as far as these whether these

3 |wonen, | have not heard from on that one.
4 | But, you know, as far as |'mconcerned, the source on it
5 |right nowis Joel who wasn't even there and who,
6 | you know, knew that she was underage and was ostensibly
7 | going places to watch her have sex or to engage in that
8 |which is the very pure definition of human trafficking.
9 | So between a human trafficker, a convicted human

10 |trafficker, and Joel, those are the only people that are
11 | saying she was at ny house that day. Qher than the

12 | guard gate who said that she went through the gate.

13 Q A guard gate that shows a tag that is

14 |affiliated with her nother's vehicle, right?

15 A It's her name. It's her driver's license.

16 | They don't take your word on it. | have had

17 |circunmstances with a friend of mne, Scott Plakon, who
18 |was a State rep. He drove over to ny house, he got an
19 | RV, he wapped the entire damm thing in his face. Scott
20 | Pl akon for Florida House. Big picture of Scott's face
21 |ten feet wwde. And he pulls up to the guard gate and he
22 |was driving his RV so he didn't bring his driver's

23 |license. They nade ne drive -- they nade ne go up

24 |there, junp in the car, and drive himthrough the gate.
25 | These are -- they are -- the Heathrow -- they are very
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1 | serious about their job.

2 So, yeah, | nean, she went through the guard

3 |gate. They do not show you a picture of her driver's

4 |license. Are you aware that this person is going in

5 |here which | think you asked questions about that. Like
6 |did they showthe real driver's license? | have a high
7 |level of confidence that "AB" went through the guard

8 |gate. You asked ne if she was at ny house, how | ong she
9 |was at ny house, do | think she did anything at ny

10 | house? | have a picture of at the house,
11 |but | don't have an issue with being at the

12 | house because was dating Joe Ellicott who cane
13 | over later that day.

14 And, again, | don't know the circunstance, but
15 | my guess is probably Joe had sonething going on. He

16 |said, is it cool if she goes over there and hangs out

17 juntil | get back? That woul d make sense. Nothing el se
18 | nakes sense. And whether or not "AB," | do not know, |
19 [would not be okay with that. If | would have seen the
20 | woman who was reflected on that screen, if she would

21 | have been at ny house, | would have seen her and said,
22 |Hey, listen, | don't nmean to be rude here, but if you're
23 |going to drink, can | see sone |D?

24 | did not do that. | did not se her. | never
25 |nmet her. | don't know why she was there, and who got
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1 | her there. Makes sense under one scenario, and that is

2 |that Joe Ellicott who stated and as you can read in

3 |those -- the proffers, | nmean, |ike he thought she was

4 |his girlfriend. So | don't have any objection, | have

5 |no guilt, no reservation, no hesitation about saying

6 | that can be at ny house. |It's very

7 | possi bl e because she was --

8 Q Wiy woul d you have asked for Ms. "B s" --

9 A Because she | ooked |ike she was young. The way
10 | they describe this woman, at the time she used to have
11 | braces and everything. |If there had been a woman at ny
12 | house trying to drink or -- like who had braces on.

13 | Trust nme, |'ve been in elected office. | know how this
14 |thing can go. | would not have been okay with that. |
15 | woul d have been very proactive in conbatting that.

16 Q Did you hear Ms. "B"'s testinony that you

17 | observed her danci ng naked?

18 A It's all 100 percent guaranteed lie. | didn't
19 | neet her. She said | was here. You know there is

20 |netadata to the contrary. | nean, all those things that
21 | she said happened, it's just all lies. She's making

22 |this stuff up; and, again, | get it -- under the theory,
23 |under the notion that maybe it's sonebody el se, well,

24 |was Joe there? Did he cone back later? How d that go
25 |down? | don't really understand. | wasn't there. |
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1 |can't -- it would be speculating. | nean, 1'd be trying
2 |[to conme up with stuff that is -- it would just be ne
3 |trying to figure out howto fit all the pegs in a hole.
4 | The reality is that | would not have been okay wth a
5 | person young -- that young | ooki ng who had braces going
6 | around ny house drinking or anything else. [|f nothing
7 | else, froman insurance point of view.
8 |f sonething |ike that happens and somnet hi ng
9 | happens to her, then we could be sued, and that would
10 | not be a good lawsuit to have. So, | nean, that woul d
11 | have been very unsettling to nme if | had seen soneone
12 |who -- again, she doesn't have braces anynore, but
13 |through sone of her filmwork, she had -- | don't know
14 | when she got the braces. | don't know if she had braces
15 | back then. | have no cl ue.
16 Q And you heard her testinony that she said that
17 |you observed her and Matt Gaetz having sex on the air
18 | hockey tabl e?
19 MR. ANDRADE: (nject to form
20 THE WTNESS: It's a total absolute lie. At no
21 point in time did that happen. First of all, if
22 that did happen -- for that to happen, | would have
23 to have had to walk into a back room and known t hey
24 were back there. And then according to her, | made
25 sone jokes about it when |I didn't do any of that.
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1 It's nonsense. It's just her lying her way into a
2 story to try to make it seem|i ke sonethi ng happened
3 but it's just not true. | never saw -- | have never
4 seen Matt Gaetz have sex with "AB" or anybody el se.
5 So you can -- you can -- of that we can be very

6 conprehensive with our answer there.

7 (IExhi bit 122 was marked for identification.)

8 | BY MR PERKI NS:

9 Q All right. Next exhibit is sonme photographs of
10 | some females that | have been showi ng to these

11 |witnesses, Exhibit 122.

12 And we tal ked about that July 22nd party at

13 | your house?

14 A Yes.

15 Q Do you recall that?

16 A Yes.

17 Q And Liili i s at page 11.

18 Do you recogni ze Kl

19 A Honestly, that's not what | thought L
20 |l ooked |ike; but, yeah, she |looks famliar. | think I
21 | have net that person before.

22 Q And it's your understanding she took Brady

23 | Benford's phone at that party?

24 A That is my understanding thinking it was Joel
25 | Greenberg's.
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1 Q  And there was al so discussion about Lk

2 | P

3 Do you see that blonde, page 13 of 20 of this
4 | exhibit?

5 A She | ooks |ike sonebody | went to college with
6 |at the University of Florida wth, but | don't think I
7 | know her in this context.

8 Q Was she ever at your house in the sunmer of

9 | 2017?

10 A That woul d be news to ne. You described a --
11 |was that in 2017 that she got in a fight with Kl

12 | L~

13 Q July 22, 2017, there was a fight between a

14 | brunette and a bl onde, 1" U0 R N~=DACTETREREDACTELY
15 | and they knocked over a vase and Brady Benford's phone
16 | was taken.

17 A It sounds like quite a night. | have no

18 | recollection of a broken vase. Certainly wouldn't have
19 | been an expensive vase or anything. It mght have been
20 | sonmething fromlike -- but I don't renenber that, and I
21 |don't know that person. | don't know Liggid- ! nean, |
22 | m ght have net her at sone point. She m ght have been
23 | sonebody who was around, but | don't have -- let nme put
24 |it this way, | cannot tell you a defining

25 | characteristic. | could not say, like, | know where she
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1 |is from Her face does |look famliar, but that m ght be
2 |froma University of Florida thing. | don't know.

3 Q Do you know who invited it 0 your

4 | house?

5 A No. That woul d have been on the 22nd, right?

6 Q Yep.

7 A Vel 1, nobody on that Iist nmakes a ton of sense.
8 | I don't know.

9 Q You' ve got Frank Artiles, Jason Brodeur.

10 A She was part of the people who Joel would

11 | detail as being his friends fromthe radio show. Most
12 | of these people were that. Because, you know, when you
13 | meet sonebody new and they're married and they have got
14 | young kids and they're hanging out with all these

15 | people, you're |like who are they? Wat's going on here?
16 | Are these famly nenbers? Friends? Are you guys in

17 | sone toastmasters? What's going on? Were are these

18 | people com ng fron? And his answer was al ways, Ch, no,
19 |these are people who worked on ny radio show. And then
20 | he gave themall jobs at the tax collector's office. So
21 |they were sort of introduced in the greater context of
22 |that.

23 (IExhibit 123 was marked for identification.)

24 | BY MR PERKI NS:

25 Q Movi ng onto the next exhibit wll be 123.
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1 | These are Lyft records that we were able to subpoena,

2 |and there is a reference there to Kiili Ll

3 Do you see that?

4 A Yes.

5 Q And it was on the norning of July 23rd.

6 Do you see that?

7 A Sur e.

8 Q And it says 1545 Witstable Court.

9 Do you see that?

10 A That is not ny address.

11 Q Do you recogni ze that address as being a

12 | nei ghbor?

13 A Yes.

14 Q And who is that nei ghbor?

15 A | don't know.

16 Q Do you know their nanes?

17 A | don't know which house that is. | don't know
18 |if that's the one next door to me or across the -- |'m
19 | 1520, so how do you get to 1545? | guess it woul d be
20 | probably on the other side of the street because | think
21 [one is even, and one is odd. So I'mgoing to guess it's
22 | either one of the other houses on the other side of the
23 |street. Sort of peculiar because you wouldn't -- if you
24 |went to 1545 Wiitstable Court, you wouldn't be able to

N
a1

get in the gate.
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1 So let's say the Uber gets there and they're

2 | pi cking sonebody up, they'd say, Hey, I'"'mgoing to 1520
3 |Witstable Court, and that would be for Dorworth. And

4 |then it's not clear to me -- again, I'mnot an expert on
5 |this, but | don't know how all these people kept going

6 |to 1545. If they did that, they wouldn't be able to go
7 |into the neighborhood. So it's kind of weird.

8 Q Yeah. We issued a subpoena to Lyft for a

9 |quarter mle radius of your house, and this is what we
10 | got in response. But it |ooks |ike the requested

11 | address for pickup was 1545 Wi tstable Court.

12 A Again, | don't -- that's the part -- but,

13 |again, if they would have done that, they -- | have no
14 |idea of how this works or how the internal GPS systens
15 |for these things work, but it would just strike ne as

16 | odd because getting to 1520 Whitstable -- maybe not. |
17 |guess if these people are in the car picking them up,

18 |the ride says finished, so they're being dropped off.

19 | Maybe they said, Hey, just drop ne right here, | guess.
20 | But, | nean, they would have all requested 1520. So
21 |that doesn't nake a | ot of sense. Again, just -- |
22 |woul dn't -- nobody woul d have access to the 1545 thing
23 |[to let people in or not. And if Jason Perkins is com ng
24 | over and he's going to 1545 and | call 1520, that's not
25 | going to connect. But, | nean, Frank Artiles. | don't
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1 | know what Omner Fogl esong. | know Eric Fogl esong, and,
2 | again...

3 Q Ml sl she appears on that log on July
4 122, 2017. You know Ms. ZgiSllER correct?

5 A. | do.

6 Q How do you know Ms. ZgElalieR”

7 A W' ve become -- over the years, she dated Matt
8 |for awhile, and she -- you know, she's -- she can w nd
9 |up -- like when Matt nmade his -- Matt, they nmade a novie
10 | about Matt. It was |like himand two other people, like
11 | Drain the Swanp or sonething |like that, sone deal along
12 |those lines, and she -- | think she and her fiance cane
13 |over. | nean, they've been -- like Matt dated her for
14 |awhile on and off, and then she got a boyfriend for

15 | awhil e and cane back but now she's a with guy, and |

16 [think they're either married or had a kid. W bunped
17 |into themat an ice cream shop a couple years ago.

18 Q When is the last tinme you had contact with

19 | M. Z0Rs”

20 A It was at the ice creamshop. It was |ike,

21 |Hey, how s it going? | think she was pregnant at the
22 |time. W really didn't talk about anything, if that's
23 | what you're asking.

24 Q Was she at your house on July 22, 201772

25 A Again, that was the night -- | never saw her
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1 |there. | never net her that night.

2 Q You think you had retired for the evening?

3 A Yeah. But she got there very late. | think

4 | woke up at something like 2:00 or 3:00 in the norning,

5 | whenever Liiili§i was | eaving.

6 Q Because there was a bunch of ruckus associ ated
7 | with K~

8 A Vell, | believe that the thing that actually

9 | got ne up was Brady who was pissed off that sonebody had
10 | stole his phone thinking it was Joel's phone. | don't
11 |ever recall having any sort of conversations. | think
12 (et Kighllli |1 ke, Nice to neet you. She was introduced as
13 | being part of sonething they were -- |ike sonething they
14 | worked on together as friends. And later we would find
15 |out that she was deeply in love with Joel. So that

16 |was --

17| Q g

18 A Yeah.

19 Q Have you ever seen Ml naked?

20 A No.

21 Q Have you ever seen her topless?

22 A No.

23 Q Have you ever seen her do any drugs?

24 A No.

25 Q Do you have any reason to believe that Matt




Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 364 of 389 PagelD 3337

1 |Gaetz had sex with Mkl Ziauesi X

2 A They dated. | would not be -- | don't have

3 |direct knowl edge of that, but | believe they were --

4 |like they would -- they were -- they were dating.

5 Q Have you ever had any type of sexual relations
6 |with Vs, ZRatn?

7 A No.

8 (IExhi bit 124 was marked for identification.)

9 | BY MR PERKI NS:

10 Q All right. The next exhibit here wll be 124.
11 | This is an April 3, 2020, text string between you and
12 | M. G eenberg.

13 Do you see that?

14 A | do.

15 Q Al right. And it |looks like M. G eenberg
16 | texts sone Pornhub address there?

17 A That's what it |ooks |like to ne.

18 Q Is it ses, was destined for greatness; and
19 | you respond, LQL; is that right?

20 A Yes. | don't think | ever even clicked on the
21 |link, by the way. | think he just sent it.

22 Q Wiy did you respond LOL?

23 A That's about the npbst benign response you can
24 | have. Joel would send a |lot of weird things. | nean,
25 | he, as a person, would sort of inundate you and just
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1 |find things -- the best way to deal with himwas not to
2 |[try to like, Joel. You just sort of nove on because if
3 | he thought he was getting any sort of response, he'd

4 |sort of -- he'd keep texting. So, | nean, | think that
5 |was probably ny way of just saying |I have no interest of
6 |tal king about this, Joel. Let's nove onto other things.
7 | As you could see, | said, LO., and five hours and 53 --
8 |five mnutes |ater, noved onto other stuff about

9 |politics.

10 Q Way didn't you respond, Wo's Kl?

11 A Because | don't care who il is. | didn't

12 | know who she was. He posted her up there. | didn't

13 |know if that was for ny benefit or Matt's. Wen

14 | sonmebody posts a link to a porn star and says, | knew
15 |they'd be a star or whatever, whatever the thing was, |
16 | mean, that's an LOL.

17 Q s it your testinony that at the tinme this text
18 |was sent by M. Geenberg on April 3, 2020, you did not
19 | know who was?

20 A No. No. | nean, by April 3, 2020, | becane
21 |aware of the fact that -- | just didn't know it was --
22 |there was an "AB". | knew her as Vjixeslam 99. but |

23 | knew -- for exanple, | told you the story about how

24 | Hal sey Beshears had gone to the Bahamas and got stopped
25 |on the way back. | knew it was Kiiiilli --
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1 | NGESlEE' s -- | thought was roommate. But, you know, |

2 |thought it to be the sane person. | could not have told
3 |you her nanme was "AB." | could not have told your her
4 |name was "A " | could not have told you her last nane
5 |"B." | couldn"t tell you her nicknane was jjiillj- ! sure
6 |as hell couldn't have told you what her thing was, the
7 Viokelm 99 thing that he tried to text me when he was
8 |trying to get us all |lawered up because he had started
9 | doing that stuff. Again, | --

10 Q So you knew this person existed in April of

11 | 20207

12 A | probably couldn't have spotted her out of a
13 | lineup, never had any dealings with her, but I knew that
14 | Kk “igea had a roommate, and | think -- | was at
15 |l east aware of the story about when they went to the
16 | Bahanms.

17 Q And did you know that she was a minor in the
18 | summrer of 20177

19 A | don't think so. | don't know how | woul d

20 | know t hat, no.

21 (IExhi bit 125 was marked for identification.)
22 | BY MR PERKI NS:

23 Q Next exhibit, 125. This is the link that was
24 |connected to that text nessage, destined for

25 | greatness, and you see there?
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1 A Yes.

2 Q And that is "AB," correct?

3 A That | ooks like the one -- like |I said, she had

4 | a cardigan on when she was here, but sanme general

5 | aesthetic.

6 Q  And have you investigated FREDACTEYS

7 A Yes.

8 Q And what did your investigation entail?

9 A Vell, with my previous counsel, he didn't -- he
10 |was not confortable with |ooking at this stuff. So he
11 |said, Do nme a favor, just run through the videos -- and
12 | the other one he worked with was a fermale and didn't
13 |feel confortable with that. So he asked ne if |
14 |wouldn't mnd going through the videos -- m nd going
15 |through the videos just to see what was in there.

16 Q Wien G eenberg sent you the link, its your

17 | testinony you didn't click on that?

18 A | don't think so, no.

19 MR ANDRADE: Just really quick, about how nuch
20 more tine do we have? What record tine are we at

21 ri ght now?

22 THE VI DEOCRAPHER: A little over 58 m nutes

23 since we have gone back on the record.

24 MR. ANDRADE: So |ike 15 nore m nutes?

25 MR PERKINS: W can stop at 5:20. Does that
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1 wor k?
2 | BY MR PERKI NS:
3 Q Ckay. So when Geenberg sent you the |ink,
4 |it's your testinony you don't recall clicking on it?
5 A Again, as a general policy | do not click on
6 |porn links. Again, | don't -- one, | have an
7 |understanding again -- remenber, | used to work for
8 |Ballard Partners, and the -- we were very keen on the
9 |fact that we would represent nations and were a frequent
10 | victimof cyber hacking.
11 And one of the key |lessons of that was that you
12 [would not want to click on anything that was a porn |ink
13 | because those things basically all had nasty, little
14 |tentacles and the things you do not want to have. The
15 | best case scenario is you would have what | think they
16 |call a cookie or sonmething Iike that that would be a
17 |tracking thing on there. So |, as a general rule,
18 |just -- you know, if soneone sends ne a link from
19 | Pornhub, | don't open it.
20 Q | n August after Joel was indicted for
21 |activities with these wonen, is that the first time that
22 | you went online and searched for --
23 A The first tinme | actually -- | found her
24 | before, but | had never watched the videos. It wasn't
25 |until Mchael Beltran asked ne to do it that | did that.
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1 Q Ckay. So you found her in August of 20207

2 A Yes.

3 Q  And you got her stage name, RREDACTECRY

4 | August of 20207

5 A Vell, | nmean, apparently Joel had given ne all

6 |this stuff to the point is | -- that text nessage was a

7 |total nonfactor in ny day. You just read, LO., nove

8 |right on. This is just Joel doing what he does.

9 |would have paid no attention to -- | would have not had
10 | any reason to care about her. | would not have known --
11 |there woul d not be one part of ne that though, Onh, wow,
12 (this is the one who -- | nean, | didn't know that Joel
13 | had sex with anyone who was underage. | didn't know
14 | that Joe had sex with her when she was underage.

15 | didn't know any of that stuff. But, you

16 | know, when | watched it, | just went on there and j ust
17 | found sone truly disturbing stuff. | nean, it was not
18 | like Cinemax, like some light point. It's really

19 | graphic, horrible things. And I'mnot a porn guy, but
20 | ny understanding fromthe research | did there with that
21 | stuff is that she does the stuff that's |ike wet work,
22 |and then she wll frequently do things that are just

23 |utterly repulsive. Like she will put mlk in her butt,
24 | and then have an enema on top of cereal and take a video
25 |of it.
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1 And | was -- renenber reading it, and | would
2 | see these people saying -- in the cooments on her soci al
3 | media saying, You go, girl. You know, Earn -- it was
4 |just a very unsettling, very unpleasant thing. You
5 | know, | nmean, she -- it was just -- this human being --
6 |you know, like | said, it's not sone sin-a-nmax after
7 |dark kind of thing. It is a-- it is very gratuitous,
8 | hard core pornography.
9 (Exhibit 126 was marked for identification.)
10 | BY MR PERKINS:
11 Q All right. The next exhibit will be Abby
12 | G eenberg's answer to interrogatories, Exhibit 126.
13 You see those up on the screen?
14 A | do.
15 Q |''mgoing to ask you a coupl e questions here.
16 | There is a discussion here on June 4, 2020, do you see
17 | that, about Abby G eenberg having a girls night dinner
18 | at the Vineyards at Lake Mary. Cane over to Liam
19 |Fitzpatrick's with Anne Pham
20 A Yeah.
21 Q And it was Anne Pham and Ms. G eenberg, and
22 |they ran into you at Liams and then you tal k about a
23 | party and took them hone.
24 Do you recall that?
25 A | renmenber taking them hone -- | renenber |
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1 |drove the two of themhone. | don't renmenber going to
2 |any party.
3 Q Do you renenber dropping off Anne Phanf
4 A | do, and then Abby just |like ten seconds
5 |later. They lived on the sane street.
6 Q Did you take Abby back to your house first?
7 A Yeah, | read this. | don't know what she's
8 |tal king about. There was no party at ny house. There
9 |would be no party at ny house. | don't -- it doesn't
10 |really -- | alnost -- | don't know what this is about.
11 | I never had any kind interaction |like that with Abby.
12 Q Ckay. It's your testinony that you did not
13 |take Abby Geenberg to your house at 1520 --
14 A No.
15 Q -- on June 4, 20207
16 A | don't remenber June 4, 2020. | don't know
17 |what day that was. There was one day that | ran into
18 | Abby and Anne Pham and they were with |ike ten other
19 |people. And the other girls -- | don't renenber what
20 |the circunstance was; but for sone reason Abby and Anne
21 |were done for the day, and | think the other ones were
22 | maybe going out. \Whatever it was, they asked ne if they
23 |could get a ride hone. | said sure. And | just -- |
24 |said there was a party at ny house, we went back there
25 | and Abby requested -- | don't -- it doesn't really...
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1 Q But your testinony is you dropped them both off
2 |at their individual residences?

3 A Yes. Was that June 4, 20207?

4 Q Correct.

5 A So that woul d have been |ike the week before

6 | Joel got indicted.

7 (Exhibit 127 was marked for identification.)

8 | BY MR PERKI NS:

9 Q All right. The next exhibit, these were sone
10 |texts that were discussed in the deposition of

11 | Ms. Dorworth.

12 Do you recall that?

13 A | do.

14 Q And | wanted to ask you about page seven of

15 | eight of this text string.

16 A This is where you guys forgot to put the natzo
17 |ball -- omtted the slide. | renenber that. It was

18 | very dramatic.

19 Q And specifically | wanted to tal k about this
20 |reference to Jjil§ an LN

21 A | want to go back on this thing because |

22 |renmenber reading this when the tine cane. It is very
23 |clear that | want to go out and hang out with nmy friends
24 | at FishBones. | even say to Joel, ny wife is out of

25 [town, | don't want to -- | don't want to... And so he
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1 | keeps trying to talk about this when | have no idea --

2 |like who? | don't know who they are. | have never net
3 |them | don't if it's Jjj and it's that Ll that

4 |you -- | don't know who that is. Nobody is on ny guard
5 |gate, and | was -- | got back at 11:30. | was with a

6 |sitting circuit court judge. There were no girls there,
7 | none of that stuff. So | don't even know what this is

8 |trying to intimate. |If you read the entire thing, it is
9 | me being like, what are you tal king about? The girls.
10 | I have no idea what he's tal king about. | went out, |
11 |was driven by a judge, hung out with a judge, got driven
12 | home by a judge. There was no -- none of this stuff

13 | happeni ng t hat day.

14 Q Ckay. And so -- | just want to be clear, we're
15 | on page seven of 18 of Exhibit 127. M. Geenberg says,
16 | Five mnutes until they're here. Go get the girls from
17 |the front. You respond, Wat girls? M. Geenberg

18 | responds, Jjll and Lk

19 A You need to understand that Joel would send

20 |weird stuff all the tine. Wen you wite LOL and things
21 |like that, | had -- like if you go back and read the

22 |entire chain which you made Rebekah do except for that
23 | one page that had the stuff about the matzo balls. |

24 |nean, like if you read the entire thing, Hey, we're do
25 |doing this, | don't know what he -- | don't know if Jjji
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1 |and LjGEelll are here. Although, if you read a text

2 | message, if you go down there, it references a text --
3 |well, at least inthe way that | read the file, it

4 |looked like it was a text from Katrina Shadi x who |

5 |think we had a drink with that night. | don't know |
6 |don't renenber if it was there or Lianis.

7 Katrina Shadix was a big activist. She ran a
8 | candidate for county conm ssion in Sem nole County a

9 |couple of tines, ran as a denocrat. Came close to

10 [winning once, lost the next tine pretty badly. But, you
11 | know, she was an adversary of mne, and | had net her
12 | through Joel. That is -- that night, as | recall,

13 |think it was either there or Liams. | was out with ny
14 |judge buddy. We were just having a good tinme. There
15 |was no involvenent in all this whatever Joel is trying
16 [to say here. This was al so about a week before he got
17 |indicted. And you should know that by this point in

18 | time, the whole world knew Joel was going to be

19 |indicted. So, again, heis -- | have no idea what kind
20 | of crap he is talking about here, but --
21 Q Is it your testinmony there was no Jjjj and
22 | Liggadl§ at Fi shBones --
23 A. There was no Jjjll and Liggedl§. no. Just ne and
24 | ny judge buddy hanging out. A circuit court judge. No
25 | Jjll. no Ll Also in that text exchange, he says,
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1 | Ch, you know -- | don't know who he's tal king about.

2 | Joel, he also described hinself as being wasted in that
3 |thing. So ny guess is that Joel was probably at his

4 | house on a bunch of Adderall and drugs and boos and j ust
5 |texting nonsensically.

6 Q Goi ng back to the photographs of the different
7 | wonmen that have been involved in some of these

8 | docunents, we've seen. There is a picture there, do you
B IYCTSINIREDACTECIOREDACT E Dy

10 A Yes.

11 Q Do you recognize Ms. CgiSsZXeys?

12 A | don't believe I have ever net that person in
13 | ny life.

14 Q | n Abby Greenberg's interrogatory answers, she
15 |referenced a June 23, 2020, tel ephone call between you
16 | and yourself.

17 Do you recall having that conversation shortly
18 |after M. Geenberg was indicted on June 17, 20207

19 A | do.
20 Q And what can you tell me about that
21 | conversation?
22 A | nmean, | can tell you that | was in North
23 |Carolina. | received a phone call from Abby, Abby's
24 | phone. | answered the phone. | said, Hey, Abby, what's
25 | up? She was sobbing. Sue was sobbing. They said Joel
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1 | had been arrested. They gave ne the details, the run

2 |down as to kind of how all went down, and it was a | ot

3 |of detail. Like Abby had said that the cops had showed
4 |up and they put her in another room | think they drag
5 | her out of bed, and she had to use the restroom so they
6 | made her use the restroomin front of themto nake sure
7 |they weren't going to dispose of things. But they were
8 |like very serious about the fact that they thought that
9 | she m ght have sone information. They were all over it.
10 They nore or |ess raided the house for a period
11 | of hours, took Joel off, and then left them And I

12 |don't -- I'msure they called -- | don't know how -- for
13 | exanple, | don't know how Sue came to find that Abby

14 |was -- | dont' know if Abby was there all by herself and
15 | Sue cane by. | have no idea how that went down.

16 But by this point in time, they were on the

17 | sane phone together. | don't know if they were in the
18 | same place or not, but they called nme. And | just said,
19 | Ckay, well, you know, let ne -- I'll just try to take
20 | sonme burden off on ny end. And after that, | just
21 |started calling through things. | called Joel's PR
22 | person, Mchelle Certel, who sort of ran the office for
23 |him and | let her know. She got the necessary conments
24 |up together. | called Governor Desantis' office and |
25 | let the chief of staff, Shane Strum know that Joel had
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1 | been arrested, that it was -- and that, you know, there
2 |was no need -- now, mnd you, at the tine we didn't have
3 |any details. | didn't know that there was going to be

4 |issues with -- at the time, | just thought it was about
5 |this one stocking thing.

6 And when | first found out about it, when | got
7 |the sordid details, it turned out that of all things

8 |that he had put segregationist in there in an attenpt to
9 |get ne basically in trouble for this stuff, | was not

10 | particularly anused with Joel at this point in tine. |
11 [was just trying to help his wife and nother who were

12 | dealing with it and processing things.

13 And then when Joel got out, he got on the phone
14 (with me, and he called -- he was with Vince Citro, and
15 | he asked nme what | thought. And | said, Joel, if you

16 |don't retire -- if you don't resign fromyour office

17 | right now, you will be renoved in a very short period of
18 |time. He said, Well, how short? And | said, if -- you
19 | know, like the next time | call themand | don't say
20 |you're going to quit and if they don't hear from ne
21 |tonight, by the nmorning you'll be suspended. You'll be
22 |gone. And then for the rest of your life -- and, again,
23 |mnd you, this is before we knew that Joel was going to
24 | be charged with 31 nore felonies and plead guilty to six
25 | of them
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1 At the tine, there was just sone bizarre stuff
2 |that he denied and said, | didn't do this, you know,

3 |trying to get Brian Beute in trouble for all the stuff

4 |he did there. So ny conversation -- that would have

5 | been, whatever that was, | had spoken to Abby the week

6 | before extensively because Abby is very politically

7 | anbitious, and she was desirous of running for the

8 | county comm ssion.

9 And Joel -- we had -- Matt and | had begged,

10 |threatened Joel and told -- we had told Joel that he

11 |could not run for office. If he did he would certainly
12 | be indicted soon. W said it in front of his wife. W
13 |said it -- it was very obvious. He had cone to ny house
14 | like nine nonths before and had with him he says, Hey,
15 |what do | do with this? And he hands it to ne. It is
16 |about this thick. | nean, it was a thick guide, and it
17 |was a Secret Service subpoena for Joel Geenberg. And
18 |1 -- that's when | introduced himto Vince Citro, his

19 | attorney.
20 | said, Joel, |I've seen sone subpoenas in ny
21 |day. |'ve never seen one like this. It was line after
22 |line of, you know, please disclose the contents of --
23 | you know, how these crypto wallet things are XJL953
24 | bl ah, blah, like this whole thing. It is just page
25 |after page of single space. And |I'mlike, Joel, you're
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1 |in deep shit. Let nme give you sonme honest advice right
2 |now. | don't know what you're doing, but stop it. And
3|l told him just resign. Like, you know, this is not
4 | good. And of course Joel said, | didn't do anything.
5 |It's all BS. [It's a m sunderstanding.
6 | said, Well, Joel, the Secret Service is the
7 | group that protects the president of the United States.
8 | They are in charge of this cyber currency stuff. They
9 | have sent you a very girthy little discovery docunent
10 | here, and it asked you for all manners of things. Wat
11 || would do if | was you, | would quit ny job as tax
12 |collector. | would try to stay off the radar of the
13 |DAJ. | would go back to being a radio guy, and | would
14 | get out of this stuff right away.
15 He probably took that and went and hired Vince
16 |Citro and then road it out. And so Matt Gaetz and | got
17 |very, very, very aggressive with Joel. He was trying to
18 | get a canpaign donation. | said, Joel, you're just --
19 |this is such a bad idea for you. You know, you just
20 |can't do this stuff. So then the beginning of that
21 | qualifying week woul d have been whatever the week --
22 | whatever day he got indicted, the week before was
23 |qualifying --
24 Q June 17, 2020 is when he was actual ly indicted.
25 A So the week before, whenever that was, he

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 6:23-cv-00871-CEM-DCI Document 183-5 Filed 09/04/24 Page 380 of 389 PagelD 3353

CHRISTOPHER DORWORTH August 06, 2024
DORWORTH V. GREENBERG 378
1 |called nme or he texted. He did something. W had sone
2 | comuni cation where he told me that Vince had told him
3 | everything was fine and that he woul d have no issues
4 |nmoving forward. And, again, | called BS, but, | mean,
5 |the thing about attorney/client it makes it very hard to
6 | validate that sort of advice. But he said that he was
7 |told that everything was fine.
8 So then Abby deci ded that she wanted to run for
9 | county conmi ssion. She wanted to run for the county
10 | comm ssion district five seat. It was an open seat.
11 | Brenda Carey had been there for years. Joel had been
12 |big rivals with Brenda Carey, and they had -- | think
13 | Brenda was the one that ultimtely got the investigation
14 | started that got Joel in trouble.
15 And so Abby was hi ghly desirous of running, and
16 | so she and | texted, had a few conversations that week.
17 | The general subject of which was just how nuch noney
18 |would the Greenbergs give. And she had thought -- Abby
19 |was of the inpression that Joel's parents would give a
20 | fair amount of nobney when Joel wasn't going to run. |
21 |[think that they had sort of gotten a taste for what it
22 |was like to have -- you know, be in political office.
23 And so Matt and | were supportive of that. W
24 |said, listen, Abby would be nuch better than Joel. Get
25 |the hell out of there. He cane and said that he
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1 |received an all clear. So, again, with that very
2 | obvious lie as denonstrated by virtue of the fact that
3 | he would be indicted I ess than two weeks later, there's
4 | not nuch nore we coul d say.
5 | just said, Joel, you're not a public
6 |official. If | was on a scale of one to ten nean to
7 | Joel about this, ten being the worst, | was probably an
8 |eight. Mtt was a ten. He's like, You're not fit for
9 | public service. You're a horrible public servant.
10 | You're nmentally ill. You have drug addiction issues.
11 | Your famly, you know, continues to fit the bills. And
12 |we were just very harsh in the idea that Joel did not
13 |need to do that. And not to be surprised at all, the
14 | next week is -- after he qualified, guess what, he got
15 |indicted.
16 MR ANDRADE: So we're at 5:18. Gven the
17 | ength of nmy client's answers, this wll probably be
18 the |last question, just FYI.
19 | BY MR PERKI NS:
20 Q All right. The JWMarriott, you believe
21 |that -- it sounds |ike you believe that Abby G eenberg
22 | did sonmething wong at the JWMarriott.
23 A No. | think that Abby G eenberg was di shonest
24 (with my wife about to get her there under the pretenses
25 |that Joel was not at the JWMarriott. M wife is a good
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1 |friend to her friends. And, you know, when this
2 | happened, you know, Abby -- | don't know. | think nost
3 | peopl e woul d assune that sonmething |ike that happens,
4 |you're going to be crest fallen and stressed and
5 |everything. And so Rebekah wanted to go check on her,
6 | and she said, you know, | really don't want to see Joel.
7 She said, Joel's not here. Rebekah I renenber
8 |gets in the car, she calls ne and says, Joel's there but
9 |he's golfing. | said, Rebekah, do what you want to do,
10 | but, | mean, Joel, he's -- Joel is going to do this. |
11 |don't -- whether Abby lied and thought he wasn't there
12 | or whether the circunstances changed, | don't have an
13 |opinion on that. | don't know -- you know, | do know
14 | that when she got there, she told ny wife and ny wife
15 |shared with nme that Abby said her marriage had never
16 | been better because now she had -- the word she used
17 |reminded me of -- | think it was Seinfeld maybe that it
18 | was she had hand. She had nore hand in her relationship
19 | than she'd ever had, and now the G eenbergs basically
20 | had to do whatever she said because she controlled their
21 | grandki ds.
22 Q And did you ever discuss the JWMarriott WTH
23 | Abby G eenberg?
24 MR. ANDRADE: We're at 5:20. Yeah, we're at
25 5: 20.
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1 | BY MR PERKINS:
2 Q Did you ever discuss the JWMarriott visit with
3 | Abby G eenberg?
4 A | don't know that | ever tal ked to Abby
5 | Geenberg after that. Do believe that the last --
6 | mean, | renenber talking to her extensively during the
7 | week where she was there -- when she was thinking about
8 |qualifying. The last conversation | had with her was on
9 | Thursday. | said, You need to get a hard nunber from
10 | the G eenbergs that will be the amount of nobney that you
11 [will be able to spend on this, and she didn't qualify
12 | the next day.
13 And | think | sent her a text nessage sonething
14 |to the effect of | guess that didn't go well or
15 | sonmething like that. | don't renmenber her response, but
16 |there was sonme superficial communication |like that. And
17 |then after that, the next time | would hear from her
18 | woul d be when she called nme crying the next week.
19 MR ANDRADE: Have a great day, guys.
20 MR PERKINS: Al right. That's ny seven
21 hours. 1'll reserve. You know, other people are
22 going to ask sone questions. | have sone questions
23 left, but 1'Il let everybody el se have a chance.
24 THE WTNESS: G ve you this back?
25 MR PERKINS: W're done for the day.
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THE VI DEOGRAPHER: If there are no objections,
going off record. The approximate tine is 5:21 p. m

(The deposition was continued at 5:21 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF QATH

STATE OF FLORI DA:
COUNTY OF ORANGE:

I, AMBER PORTELLO Notary Public, State of Florida,
do hereby certify that CHRI STOPHER DORWORTH personal |y
appeared before ne on August 6, 2024, and was duly sworn
and produced a Florida driver's |license as
identification.

Signed this 14th day of August, 2024.

W

AMBER PORTELLO

Notary Public, State of Florida
My Conm ssion No.: HH124775
Expires: MAY 4, 2025
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1 CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

2 | STATE OF FLORI DA:

3 | COUNTY OF ORANGE:

4

5 I, AMBER PORTELLO, Notary Public, State of Florida,

6 |certify that | was authorized to and did

7 | stenographically report the deposition of CHRI STOPHER

8 | DORWORTH; that a review of the transcript was requested;

9 |and that the foregoing transcript, pages 8 through 382,

10 |is a true and accurate record of ny stenographic notes.

11 | further certify that | amnot a relative,

12 | enpl oyee, or attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
13 |nor am | a relative or enployee of any of the parties’
14 | attorneys or counsel connected with the action, nor am!|
15 |financially interested in the action.

16
17 DATED this 14th day of August, 2024.
18
19

20 &AM

AMBER PORTELLO

21
22
23
24
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