
 

 

 

EXHIBIT D 

Case 8:21-cv-00839-SDM-AAS   Document 31-5   Filed 05/05/21   Page 1 of 10 PageID 1697



Application for a CDC COVID-19 Conditional 
Sailing Certificate

Eligibility: 

As a condition of applying for a COVID-19 Conditional Sailing Certificate, a cruise ship operator must verify 
that it has completed the previous phases and remains in compliance with the requirements of CDC’s 
Framework for Conditional Sailing. This includes, as further described in this application:  

1. Receiving a determination by CDC that a plan submitted in response to the No Sail Order and
Suspension of Further Embarkation; Notice of Modification and Extension and Other Measures
Related to Operations, as modified and extended, is complete and accurate, including having
submitted to CDC a signed Acknowledgment of No Sail Order Response Plan Completeness and
Accuracy;

2. Establishing adequate health and safety protections for crew members while building onboard
laboratory capacity needed to test crew and future passengers (Phase 1);

3. Conducting laboratory testing for every crew member on a weekly basis or at other intervals as
required by CDC after completing initial crew testing (Phase 2A);

4. Documenting the approval of all U.S. port and local health authorities where the ship intends to
dock or make port during one or more simulated voyages or restricted passenger voyages (Phase
2A); and

5. Conducting at least one simulated voyage that insofar as practicable test the efficacy of the cruise
ship operator’s ability to mitigate the risks of COVID-19 onboard its cruise ship, including having
submitted an after-action report to the CDC (Phase 2B).

a) In lieu of conducting a simulated voyage, cruise ship operator responsible officials have
signed and submitted to CDC an attestation under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 that 98 percent of
crew are fully vaccinated and submitted to CDC a clear and specific vaccination plan and
timeline to limit cruise ship sailings to 95 percent of passengers who have been verified
by the cruise ship operator as fully vaccinated prior to sailing.

Instructions: 
A cruise ship operator should submit this application and all supporting documentation at least 60 calendar 
days1 prior to intending to commence restricted passenger operations. CDC will review and provide a 
written decision regarding the application on a timely basis.  
To facilitate CDC’s review, please ensure that the following materials are either included as part of this 
application or have been previously submitted to the CDC: 

1. Statement of intent stating the name, carrying capacity for passengers and crew, itineraries, ports of
call, length of voyages, and expected onboard or shoreside activities, for the cruise ship being
certified for restricted passenger operations;

2. A copy of the United States Coast Guard Certificate of Inspection issued in accordance with 46 CFR §
2.01-5 that was in effect for the six months preceding this application;

3. Written agreement for all U.S. port and local health authorities where the cruise ship intends to
dock or make port during a restricted passenger voyage; and

4. After-action report(s) detailing any deficiencies in health and safety protocols found or observed

1 The 60-calendar day timeframe is suggested as a guideline. CDC will respond to submissions within 5 business days. CDC expects to 
quickly approve applications that are both complete and accurate. 
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during at least one simulated voyage that describe how the cruise ship operator will address those 
deficiencies prior to commencing restricted passenger voyages. 

CDC review of this application: 
CDC will review this application and all accompanying documentation for completeness and accuracy. CDC 
will grant or deny this application, in whole or in part, based on its determination as to whether the cruise 
ship operator has met CDC’s standards for mitigating the risk of COVID-19 onboard the cruise ship for which 
the operator intends to commence restricted passenger operations. CDC will notify the cruise ship operator 
of its decision in writing. 

If CDC requires additional information to determine whether the cruise ship operator has met CDC’s 
standards for mitigating the risk of COVID-19 on board cruise ships, or if it determines that the 
application is incomplete, it may hold the application in abeyance pending the submission of such 
additional information as required by CDC to make such a determination. 

CDC will assess the cruise ship operator’s application for a COVID-19 Conditional Sailing Certificate in regard 
to passenger and crew capacity, itineraries, ports of call, length of voyages, onboard or shoreside activities, 
or any other activity relating to passenger or crew operations. CDC will make decisions regarding these 
components based on scientific criteria such as vaccination coverage in travelers and U.S. communities, 
trajectory of the pandemic, and the cruise ship operator’s continued success at mitigating COVID-19 
onboard its cruise ships as demonstrated through at least one simulated voyage.  

Applications that are denied in their entirety may be appealed administratively to the CDC Director. CDC 
will provide additional information regarding how to submit an appeal if it decides to deny an application in 
its entirety. 

Amendments and modifications: 
A cruise ship operator may seek to amend or modify a COVID-19 Conditional Sailing Certificate by 
submitting a proposed amendment or modification to CDC for review and determination. CDC will review 
the cruise ship operator’s request to amend or modify a COVID-19 Conditional Sailing Certificate and either 
grant or deny the request in writing.  

If CDC requires additional information to ascertain whether the cruise ship operator’s proposed 
amendment or modification meets CDC’s standards for mitigating the risk of COVID-19 on board cruise 
ships, or if it determines the request to be incomplete, it may hold the request in abeyance pending the 
submission of such additional information as required by CDC to make such a determination. 

CDC may require or allow a cruise ship operator to amend or modify its COVID-19 Conditional Sailing 
Certificate after one has been issued based on public health considerations specific to the cruise ship, cruise 
ship operator, or affecting the health or safety of cruise travel as a whole. Such public health considerations 
may include improved vaccination coverage in travelers and U.S. communities, trajectory of the pandemic, 
and the cruise ship operator’s continued success at mitigating COVID-19 onboard its cruise ship.  

Denials of requests to amend or modify a COVID-19 Conditional Sailing Certificate may be appealed 
administratively to the CDC Director. CDC will provide additional information regarding how to submit an 
appeal if it denies a cruise ship operator’s request to amend or modify a COVID-19 Conditional Sailing 
Certificate.  
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Date cruise ship operator intends to commence restricted passenger operations: 

Proposed carrying capacity for passengers and crew: 

Proposed length of voyage(s): 
 
  

Proposed itineraries (attach additional sheets as needed): 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed ports of call (attach additional sheets as needed): 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed onboard activities (attach additional sheets as needed): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed shoreside activities (attach additional sheets as needed): 
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