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News

Trump aides explore attaching president’s
name to Ford’s Theatre
The playhouse where Abraham Lincoln was assassinated has been mentioned among federal
properties that could carry the president’s name, people familiar with the effort told MS NOW.

By Brian Bennett, Laura Barrón-López and Jake Traylor
Sept. 23, 2026, 5:00 AM EDT

As President Donald Trump fights to rename the Kennedy Center after himself, administration officials are circulating a list

of government sites that could have his name affixed to them in some way, according to people familiar with the effort.

One landmark that has emerged in the discussions among administration officials has raised eyebrows: Ford’s Theatre, the

playhouse where Abraham Lincoln was assassinated in 1865.

It is unclear how seriously the theater is being considered or how the administration would attach Trump’s name to it. One

administration official said the idea had been discussed, but they didn’t know where it stood. The prospect sparked a flurry

of discussion over the past week among people responsible for the historic site.

The discussions underscore how much of a priority honoring the president has become inside parts of the Trump

administration — even as the Iran war nears its eighth month, diesel prices hit an all-time high, the midterm elections

approach in six weeks and most Americans disapprove of the president’s job performance.

White House officials, advisers and allies pitch ideas such as naming buildings after Trump to get on the president’s good

side, a former administration official told MS NOW, granted anonymity to discuss internal matters. The president’s view, the
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official said: “Why would I say no? Everybody’s trying to please me.”

“They know flattery gets them everything,” the former official said, adding that people wait to hear “How can I help you?” in

return.

One person with knowledge of the broader renaming effort who requested anonymity to address a sensitive topic said

officials were looking for buildings and other sites that could carry the president’s name while presenting an easier legal

path than the Kennedy Center push.

Ford’s Theatre and the Petersen House, where Lincoln later died, are owned by the Interior Department and maintained by

the National Park Service as the Ford’s Theatre National Historic Site. The Interior Department manages roughly a fifth of

the nation’s land, including the 433 units of the National Park System, more than 570 national wildlife refuges and hundreds

of dams and reservoirs across the West.

Since returning to office, Trump has imprinted himself on Washington, D.C. In addition to the Kennedy Center, his

appointees have renamed the U.S. Institute of Peace for him; put his likeness on U.S. passports, an NPS pass and a 24-karat

gold $1 coin; hung large banners adorned with his face outside the departments of Justice, Labor and Agriculture; moved

ahead with plans for a 250-foot “triumphal” arch near Arlington National Cemetery; discussed opening a promenade at the

Lincoln Memorial; demolished the East Wing of the White House to make way for a new ballroom built to his specifications;

and paved over the White House’s Rose Garden for a Mar-a-Lago-style patio.

The president and top administration officials have also reportedly discussed putting his name on Penn Station in New York,

Dulles International Airport in Virginia and the new Washington Commanders stadium. Trump has denied pursuing the

renaming of Penn Station. Some Republican lawmakers have gone so far as introducing legislation to rename Dulles for

Trump. And then-White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said in November that it would be “beautiful” for the

Commanders’ stadium to bear Trump’s name.

Ford’s Theatre might be a bit different.

More articles

The scene of one of the great tragedies and turning points of American history, it is a working theater, a museum and a living

memorial to Lincoln.

“What a place,” Trump said in a June 2019 gala speech at Ford’s Theatre before turning his attention to the box where the

nation’s 16th president was shot. “You look right there, and that says it all. That’s history at its highest.”

Hold Congress responsible in November for the USS Abraham Lincoln conditions

MS NOW

Pentagon accuses media of ‘false narrative’ over troubled USS Lincoln

Clarissa-Jan Lim

9/23/26, 8:56 PM Trump aides explore attaching president’s name to Ford’s Theatre

https://www.ms.now/news/trump-fords-theatre-name-kennedy-center 2/9

Case 1:26-cv-03287-TJK     Document 23-2     Filed 09/23/26     Page 3 of 10

https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/national-park-system.htm
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-wildlife-refuge-system/what-we-do
https://www.doi.gov/solicitor/division-water-resources
https://www.doi.gov/solicitor/division-water-resources
https://apnews.com/article/trump-institute-of-peace-6545c0101a02b677359f2732b019bf6a
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/06/travel/trump-passports-traveler-reactions.html
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/09/nx-s1-5672341/national-park-updates-guidelines-stop-visitors-defacing-trump-picture-pass
https://www.usmint.gov/campaigns/donald-trump-coin?srsltid=AU7gw4Xd6wpDd-QhBW_zuMu766pAFLARlE4prLhut0ODPwVqtawwHWpP
https://www.usmint.gov/campaigns/donald-trump-coin?srsltid=AU7gw4Xd6wpDd-QhBW_zuMu766pAFLARlE4prLhut0ODPwVqtawwHWpP
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/07/24/trump-banners-doj-cost-01009924
https://www.axios.com/local/washington-dc/2025/09/17/trump-face-banners-federal-buildings-taxpayer-money
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2025-08-15/documents-reveal-how-much-the-usda-s-massive-trump-and-lincoln-banners-cost
https://www.ms.now/news/trumps-250-foot-triumphal-arch-moves-toward-construction
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/04/us/politics/trump-lincoln-memorial-promenade.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/04/us/politics/trump-lincoln-memorial-promenade.html
https://www.ms.now/deadline-white-house/deadline-legal-blog/trump-white-house-ballroom-construction-supereme-court-roberts-dissent
https://www.axios.com/local/washington-dc/2025/08/04/trump-white-house-rose-garden-paved
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/23/nyregion/penn-station-name-trump.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-asked-dulles-penn-station-named-exchange-gateway-money-released-rcna257708
https://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/46892115/trump-wants-commanders-stadium-named-him
https://x.com/TrumpDailyPosts/status/2023455294635044903
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/691
https://apnews.com/article/trump-washington-commanders-stadium-name-nfl-d229beaf321af4fad2f5ae36b8227c34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4DoKn346Rk
https://www.ms.now/letter-to-the-editor/congress-accountability-iran-uss-lincoln-conditions
https://www.ms.now/author/ms-now-2
https://www.ms.now/letter-to-the-editor/congress-accountability-iran-uss-lincoln-conditions
https://www.ms.now/news/pentagon-uss-lincoln-trump-iran-war
https://www.ms.now/author/clarissa-jan-lim
https://www.ms.now/news/pentagon-uss-lincoln-trump-iran-war


The site’s name is set by a federal statute signed by former President Richard Nixon, which means a formal renaming would

almost certainly require an act of Congress. That constraint did not stop the administration from putting Trump’s name on

the Institute of Peace or the Kennedy Center. Both drew immediate litigation.

In response to a request for comment, the White House denied MS NOW’s reporting. “This story is completely false,” White

House spokesman Davis Ingle said. A spokesperson for the Interior Department added, via email: “This is not true.”

The director of the Ford’s Theatre Society and the chair of its board did not reply to a request for comment.

Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., introduced legislation in January that would bar the naming of federal buildings or land after a

sitting president, retroactive to the Kennedy Center and the Institute of Peace. It has not advanced.

The theater is currently staging “Come From Away,” a musical about the Canadian town that took in thousands of

passengers whose U.S.-bound flights were grounded after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. The production is part of the

theater’s commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks — an effort for which former President George W. Bush

and Laura Bush lent their names as honorary chairs.

Felicia Schwartz, Madeleine Bimonte and Nora McKee contributed reporting. 
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When Akhenaten died in Egypt, the people disliked him so much that his "monuments were dismantled and hidden, his statues were destroyed, and
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