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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 

 
DIEGO N. et al., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES, et al., 
 

Defendants. 
 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
) 

No. 1:26-cv-577 

 
 
 
 

DECLARATION OF DIEGO N. 
 

(proceeding under pseudonym) 
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I, Soraya Morales Nuñez, declare as follows: 

1. I am fluent in English and Spanish. 
2. The following is a true and correct translation of the annexed declaration of 

.  
 

*** 

DECLARATION OF  

I, , declare as follows: 

1. This declaration is based on my personal knowledge and the following facts 

are true to the best of my understanding and recollection. 

2. I am 14 years old and I am from .  I arrived in the United States in 

2024 and they transferred me to an ORR shelter. My dad completed the application 

to be my sponsor right away and gave all his information. After about two weeks, 

his application was approved and they released me to live with him. 

 

Life after release 

3. After I left ORR, I lived with my dad, my stepmother, my stepbrother, and 

my little brother in Texas. My stepbrother is 16 years old and my brother is 10 

years old. I have a good relationship with them and I like being a big brother. I was 

so happy living with my family and we had a good life together. My stepmother 

prepared good food from our country and we would also go out to restaurants to 

eat. 

4. I attended junior high after I was released. If I hadn’t been detained again, I 

would now be halfway through my first year of high school. I learned a lot in my 

classes and had good friends. I liked playing soccer with my friends after school. 
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Education is a big priority for my dad and he always encouraged me to concentrate 

on my classes and improve my English.   

 

Return to ORR and new application 

5. I don’t understand why I was detained again. In November 2025, I was out 

with a friend in his car and the Border Patrol stopped us and asked for our 

identification. I tried to tell them that I had already been released from government 

custody to live with my dad, but they didn’t care.  

6. They brought me to a Border Patrol station for about a day, then to an 

immigration office, and then to this ORR shelter. I wasn’t able to call my dad until 

I arrived at the immigration office. He was very worried about me. 

7. When I arrived at the shelter, they told my dad that he would have to start a 

new application to be my sponsor. I don’t think there was any explanation for this 

rule. 

8. I know my father is prepared to do everything possible to get me released, 

but this time the process is much more difficult and long. My dad filled out the 

application and gave his work permit, his license, his Social Security number, and 

information on his work and his income. My father and stepmother gave their 

fingerprints. The government also did a home study to see where I lived. I think 

everything was positive. 

9. I don’t think all that was necessary because I already lived with my father 

and stepmother and they always took good care of me. But in January my case 

worker told us that the application was ready to be approved. We were very happy. 

10. But then the government rejected my father’s application and said that my 

father also needs to do a DNA test and attend an appointment to present his 

documents in person. This was the first time they told us about these new 
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requirements. My dad has asked for appointments to complete these new 

requirements, but he is still waiting for the government to give him the 

appointments. I think he is on the waiting list.  

11. This experience has been so difficult and frustrating. I don’t understand the 

reason for all these requirements when my dad has already provided all his 

information and there is no doubt that he is my dad. 

 

Experience in ORR 

12. My life in the shelter is very different from my home and I don’t feel 

comfortable here. There are a lot of rules and the shelter staff accompany us 

everywhere, even when we want to go to the bathroom. I cannot go outside for 

some fresh air when I want to. I don’t have contact with the community and I can 

only call people on my approved list, like my dad.  

13. We have school here but I am not learning anything. It is too easy and very 

boring. For example, they teach us how to read a clock and the names of fruits in 

English.  

14. I think I will have to repeat ninth grade because I cannot get academic credit 

here. My dad is very worried that I’m going to lose the whole school year and he 

asked my school to provide me with virtual classes, but it wasn’t possible. He also 

asked the shelter to allow me to leave during the day to go to school in person or to 

provide me with online classes, but they said no. 

15. I really miss being at home and having a normal life and eating my 

stepmother’s good food. The food here is not good and there is no variety, it is 

almost always chicken. It is really different than being at home with my family. 

16. My dad comes to visit me once or twice a week. My stepmother also comes 

to visit me, but I cannot see my stepbrother and my little brother in person. I miss 
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them a lot. I’m also not allowed to put my stepbrother and my brother on my phone 

list. 

17. The rule that forces sponsors to present a new application is not fair and I 

want to help so that other kids do not have the same experience as me. I live near 

the border and I also want to make sure that if I encounter immigration in the 

future, I don’t have to repeat this experience.  

18. My dad is a very good dad. But if the government thinks he isn’t, they 

should tell us why instead of demanding a DNA test or other unnecessary things. I 

think all children and sponsors should have the right to know what the problem is 

and to give their answer. And if there isn’t a problem, kids should be able to live 

with their families without spending a long time in detention. 

19. I will do what I can to represent other young people in my situation and fight 

for their interests. I will work with the lawyers to make sure they do everything 

possible to help the kids. I intend to remain involved in the case and represent the 

other kids as best I can. This is the first time I have been a class representative.  

 

I declare under my duty to tell the truth and penalty of perjury that all the 
information I have here given is correct and complete and I understand the legal 
consequences of testifying falsely to the authorities.  
 

Executed on this 18th day of February, 2026 in , Texas. 

 

*** 
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is a true and correct 

translation. Executed on this 19th day of February, 2026.                          

                             

      ___________________________  

Soraya Morales Nuñez 
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