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Immigration

They were arrested during routine ICE check-ins.
Then they disappeared.

Deportation proceedings are often shrouded in secrecy. But lawyers say the lack of
information about the Venezuelan migrants deported under the Alien Enemies Act is
nearly unprecedented.

Updated March 22, 2025

Nays Naupari Rosila shows a photo of herself and her husband, Henrry Albornoz Quintero, who was detained by ICE.
(Desiree Rios/For The Washington Post)

By Arelis R. Hernandez and Maria Luisa Padl

SAN ANTONIO — Henrry Albornoz Quintero’s family had been tracking his whereabouts through an online detainee
locator ever since he was arrested and put in deportation proceedings after a routine check-in with immigration
officials in late January.

But on Friday — less than a week before the expected birth of his son — the Venezuelan man disappeared from the
database.

“Your search has returned zero (0) matching records,” the government website states.

The families and lawyers of dozens of other Venezuelan and Salvadoran men who had been detained by U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement say their relatives and clients have similarly disappeared over the past week,
with no explanation provided by the government over where they may be.

Deportation proceedings in the United States are often shrouded in secrecy. Arrest records are not public, and
detainees can be transferred to far-flung jails anywhere in the United States. But family members, lawyers and the
public can get information on an inmate’s whereabouts through an online database, contact with an official or direct
phone communication with a detainee.


https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/arelis-r-hernandez/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/maria-luisa-paul/
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IMMIGRATION

U.S. sent Venezuelan man with pending political
asylum case to El Salvador mega prison

By Syra Ortiz Blanes and Verénica Egui Brito
Updated March 27, 2025 10:00 AM | D "

Frengel Reyes Mota and his 9-year-old stepson, whose face has been blurred to protect his identity.

Only have a minute? Listen instead 1.0x
Powered by Trinity Audio

00:00 08:32

Frengel Reyes Mota was supposed to be dealing with his ongoing asylum case as he
fought for his chance to stay in the United States. Suddenly, he instead found himself
locked up in a mega prison thousands of miles away.

“He’s in the torture prison in El Salvador,” Mark Prada, Reyes Mota’s lawyer, told
Immigration Judge Jorge Pereira

during a hearing on Monday at the Krome Detention Center in western Miami-Dade


https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/immigration
mailto:sortizblanes@miamiherald.com
mailto:vegui@elnuevoherald.com
https://trinityaudio.ai/?utm_source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.miamiherald.com&utm_medium=player%2520lin
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County. The hearing had been scheduled before Reyes Mota was sent out of the
country.

TOP VIDEOS
AD

Reyes Mota is among the hundreds of Venezuelans that the Trump administration
deported earlier this month through the use of extraordinary wartime powers based
on a 1798 law. The administration sent them to the Terrorism Confinement Center in
El Salvador; claiming they are members of the notorious Venezuelan gang Tren de
Aragua.

But the 24-year-old father does not have a criminal record in Venezuela. His U.S.
immigration detention records are riddled with mistakes, raising questions about
how reliable they are. He does not have tattoos and his family members deny he has
any gang ties.

“He’s not a gang member, judge,” Prada said.

Had Reyes Mota still been in the United States, the hearing related to his asylum
request would have been a commonplace matter. But his absence showcases the
remarkable nature of the Venezuelans’ deportation to El Salvador. As lawyers argue
the deportation flights were unlawful and violated a federal judge’s order, the
immigration court system is navigating the case of an asylum seeker with pending
immigration proceedings whom the Trump administration flew to another country

without due process.
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Mother Jones illustration; Mark Boster/Los Angeles Times/Getty; Photos courtesy Génesis Lozada, Joseph
Giardina, Arturo Suarez, and Maria Alvarado

Fight disinformation: Sign up for the free Mother Jones Daily newsletter and follow
the news that matters.

On Friday, March 14, Arturo Suarez Trejo called his wife, Nathali Sanchez, from an immigration detention center in
Texas. Sudrez, a 33-year-old native of Caracas, Venezuela, explained that his deportation flight had been delayed. He
told his wife he would be home soon. Suarez did not want to go back to Venezuela. Still, there was at least a silver
lining: In December, Sdnchez had given birth to their daughter, Nahiara. Suarez would finally have a chance to meet
the three-month-old baby girl he had only ever seen on screens.

But, Sanchez told Mother Jones, she has not heard from Suérez since. Instead, last weekend, she found herself zooming
in on a photo the government of El Salvador published of Venezuelan men the Trump administration had sent to
President Nayib Bukele’s infamous Terrorism Confinement Center, or CECOT. “I realized that one of them was my
husband,” she said. “I recognized him by the tattoo [on his neck], by his ear, and by his chin. Even though | couldn’t see
his face, | knew it was him.” The photo Sdnchez examined—and a highly produced propaganda video promoted by
Secretary of State Marco Rubio and the White House—showed Venezuelans shackled in prison uniforms as they were
pushed around by guards and had their heads shaved.

The tattoo on Suérez's neck is of a colibri, a hummingbird. His wife said it is meant to symbolize “harmony and good
energy.” She said his other tattoos, like a palm tree on his hand—an homage to Suérez's late mother’s use of a
Venezuelan expression about God being greater than a coconut tree—were similarly innocuous. Nevertheless, they
may be why Suarez has been effectively disappeared by the US government into a Salvadoran mega-prison.

Mother Jones has spoken with friends, family members, and lawyers of ten men sent to El Salvador by the Trump
administration based on allegations that they are members of the Venezuelan organized crime group Tren de Aragua.
All of them say their relatives have tattoos and believe that is why their loved ones were targeted. But they vigorously
reject the idea that their sons, brothers, and husbands have anything to do with Tren de Aragua, which the Trump

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/03/trump-el-salvador-venezulea-deportation-prison-cecot-bukele/ 2/10


https://www.motherjones.com/newsletters/?mj_oac=Article_Top_Fight_Disinfo
https://elestimulo.com/migracion/2025-03-19/venezolano-carcel-el-salvador-arturo-suarez/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/19/world/americas/deportation-videos-el-salvador.html
https://x.com/SecRubio/status/1901252043517432213
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