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UNCLASSIFIED

                                                            United States Department of State
Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration

     Washington, D.C.  20520

January 24, 2025

Mr. Guillermo Birmingham
HIAS Inc.
1300 Spring Street Suite 500
Silver Spring, MD 201910-3634

REF: SPRMCO24CA0215; SPRMCO24CA0255; SPRMCO24CA0262; SPRMCO24CA0277; 
SPRMCO24CA0278; SPRMCO24CA0292; SPRMCO24CA0328; SPRMCO22CA0311; 
SPRMCO24CA0325; SPRMCO24CA0348; SPRMCO24CA0354; SPRMCO24CA0349

States Foreign Aid, the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and 
Migration hereby notifies the recipient that, consistent with the terms of the award(s),
the referenced award(s) are immediately suspended as of January 24, 2025. Award(s) 
may no longer effectuate agency priorities and are suspended pending a Department-
wide review of foreign assistance programs. Decisions whether to continue, modify, or 
terminate award(s) will be made following this review.

Effective immediately upon receipt of this Notice of Suspension the Recipient must stop 
all work under the award(s) and not incur any new costs after the effective date cited 
above. The Recipient must cancel as many outstanding obligations as possible.

To comply with the Executive Orders on Ending Radical and Wasteful Government DEI 
Programs and Preferencing and Initial Recissions of Harmful Executive Orders and 
Actions, Recipients are hereby notified that no U.S. Government funds may be used to 

of partner or program location.  Any use of PRM funding to promote DEI must cease 
immediately, including activities that were previously authorized by PRM.  Your 
certification that all such activities funded by U.S. Government funds have ceased is 
required immediately by emailing the grants officer for your award and copy PRM-
Comp-Mgt@State.gov. We understand that you may be receiving multiple emails from 
various grantors requesting this certification. Recipients must reply to this letter by 
email.

Recipients may submit payment requests for legitimate expenses incurred prior to the 
date of this Notice of Suspension or legitimate expenses associated with this Notice of 
Suspension.
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Recipients are reminded that any changes to award terms and conditions, as well as
costs must be approved by a grants officer. The program officer does not have authority 
to approve award costs or program changes.

If you have any other questions regarding the suspension, please contact me at 
DeninoPM@state.gov.

Sincerely,

Philip Denino
Grants Officer
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Department of State
 

Termination Notification  

 

 
 

 
NOTICE OF TERMINATION 
 
February 03, 2025 
 
HIAS 
Mr. Guillermo Birmingham 
1300 Spring Street Suite 500 
Silver Spring, MD 201910-3634 
 
REF: SPRMCO24CA0334 
 
The U.S. Department of State hereby notifies the recipient that this award is 
immediately terminated as of February 03, 2025. This award no longer effectuates 
agency priorities and is terminated in accordance with the U.S. Department of State 
Standard Terms and Conditions and 2 CFR 200.340. 
 
A modification to your award to codify this termination was processed in MyGrants and 
countersigned on your behalf to reflect the termination of this award on January 31, 
2025. 
 
Effective immediately upon receipt of this Notice of Termination the Recipient must 
stop all work on the program and not incur any new costs after the effective date cited 
above. The Recipient must cancel as many outstanding obligations as possible.  
 
This termination is for the entirety of the award. In compliance with 2 CFR 200.343, the 
grants officer will issue a final modification to the award adjusting for costs that result 
from financial obligations which were properly incurred by the recipient or subrecipient 
before the effective date of termination, and not in anticipation of it. 
 
Final performance and financial reports are due 120 days after the termination date. 
 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
        Philip Denino 
        Deputy Comptroller (Grants Officer) 
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Department of State
 

Termination Notification  

 

 
 

 
NOTICE OF TERMINATION 
 
February 04, 2025 
 
HIAS 
Mr. Guillermo Birmingham 
1300 Spring Street Suite 500 
Silver Spring, MD 201910-3634 
 
REF: SPRMCO24CA0325 
 
The U.S. Department of State hereby notifies the recipient that this award is 
immediately terminated as of February 04, 2025. This award no longer effectuates 
agency priorities and is terminated in accordance with the U.S. Department of State 
Standard Terms and Conditions and 2 CFR 200.340. 
 
A modification to your award to codify this termination was processed in MyGrants and 
countersigned on your behalf to reflect the termination of this award on February 04, 
2025. 
 
Effective immediately upon receipt of this Notice of Termination the Recipient must 
stop all work on the program and not incur any new costs after the effective date cited 
above. The Recipient must cancel as many outstanding obligations as possible.  
 
This termination is for the entirety of the award. In compliance with 2 CFR 200.343, the 
grants officer will issue a final modification to the award adjusting for costs that result 
from financial obligations which were properly incurred by the recipient or subrecipient 
before the effective date of termination, and not in anticipation of it. 
 
Final performance and financial reports are due 120 days after the termination date. 
 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
        Philip Denino 
        Deputy Comptroller (Grants Officer) 
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1300 Spring Street, Suite 500, Silver Spring, MD 20910 
+1 301.844.7300 info@hias.org hias.org 

RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF TERMINATION

February 5, 2025
 
Philip Denino
Deputy Comptroller (Grants Officer)
Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration 
The U.S. Department of State
 
REF: SPRMCO24CA0334 
 
Mr. Denino: 
 
We have received your communication dated February 3, 2025 purporting to terminate award number 
SPRMCO24CA0334, where you also note that you have countersigned the modification codifying the 
termination on our behalf.  We respectfully point out that the U.S. Department of State does not have 
authority to countersign anything on our behalf and we do not consent.   
 
We also object to the award termination given that the U.S. Department of State has failed to provide 
any evidence indicating that the termination is authorized by law or compliant with recent court 
injunctions enjoining federal agencies from pausing, freezing, impeding, blocking, canceling, or 
terminating any awards or obligations on the basis of the Office of Management and Budget 
Memorandum M-25-13 or on the basis of the President’s recently issued Executive Orders. We request 
that you reconsider the Department’s termination action as not in accordance with applicable law. 
 
Please also accept this notice as our intent to appeal the Department’s termination decision. To that end, 
we request that you provide us with internal points of contact to effectuate that appeal.
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
GUILLERMO A BIRMINGHAM, CPA 
Chief Financial Officer 
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                                                            United States Department of State
Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration

     Washington, D.C.  20520

February 03, 2025

Mr. Guillermo Birmingham
HIAS
1300 Spring Street Suite 500
Silver Spring, MD 201910-3634

REF: SPRMCO24CA0215

States Foreign Aid, the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and 
Migration hereby notifies the recipient that, consistent with the terms of the award(s),
the referenced award(s) are immediately suspended as of January 24, 2025. Award(s) 
may no longer effectuate agency priorities and are suspended pending a Department-
wide review of foreign assistance programs. Decisions whether to continue, modify, or 
terminate award(s) will be made following this review.

Effective immediately upon receipt of this Notice of Suspension, the Recipient must stop 
all work under the award(s) and not incur any new costs after the effective date cited 
above. The following are exempt from this Notice of Suspension:

Emergency food assistance and administrative expenses, including salaries, 
necessary to administer such assistance already within the scope of the 
referenced award; and
Life-saving humanitarian assistance during the period of the review supporting 
activities in Chad, subject to further limitations conveyed by the PRM grants 
officer.
Implementers of existing life-saving humanitarian assistance programs should 
continue or resume work subject to the following directions. This resumption is 
temporary in nature, and except by separate waiver or as required to carry out 
this waiver, no new contracts shall be entered into.

(a) For purposes of this waiver, life-saving humanitarian assistance 
applies to core life-saving medicine, medical services, food, shelter, and 
subsistence assistance, as well as supplies and reasonable administrative 
costs as necessary to deliver such assistance.
(b) This waiver does not apply to activities that involve abortions, family 
planning, conferences, administrative costs other than those covered by 
(a) above, gender or DEI ideology programs, transgender surgeries, or 
other non-life saving assistance.
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(c) Migration and Refugee Assistance (MRA) funding may only be used to 
support activities under section (a) and for repatriation of third country 
nationals to their country of origin or safe-third country.  

In addition, the Recipient must cancel as many outstanding obligations as possible.

Recipients must limit activities to those allowed under the exemptions listed above.  
Life-saving humanitarian assistance is assistance which mitigates imminent threats to 
safety or well-being. During the period of review, payment requests must be submitted 
on a reimbursable basis and accompanied by a certification that expenses incurred meet 
an exemption listed in this Notice of Suspension.

To comply with the Executive Orders on Ending Radical and Wasteful Government DEI 
Programs and Preferencing, Initial Recissions of Harmful Executive Orders and Actions
and Defending Women from Gender Ideology Extremism and Restoring Biological Truth 
to the Federal Government, Recipients are hereby notified that no U.S. Government 
funds , gender ideology
or provide for any medical procedure, treatment, or drug for the purpose of conforming 
an individual at any level or in any activity, 
regardless of partner or program location.  Any use of PRM funding to promote DEI or 
gender ideology must cease immediately, including activities that were previously 
authorized by PRM.  Unless previously submitted, your certification that all such 
activities funded by U.S. Government funds have ceased is required immediately by 
emailing the grants officer for your award and copy PRM-Comp-Mgt@State.gov. We 
understand that you may be receiving multiple emails from various grantors requesting 
this certification. Recipients must reply to this letter by email.

Recipients may submit payment requests for legitimate expenses incurred prior to the 
date of this Notice of Suspension or legitimate expenses associated with this Notice of 
Suspension.

Recipients are reminded that any changes to award terms and conditions, as well as
costs must be approved by a grants officer. The program officer does not have authority 
to approve award costs or program changes.

For awards referenced above, this letter supersedes previous letters issued by the PRM 
grants officer. Additional letters may be sent as updates to Department guidance or 
exemptions authorized under the Executive Order are approved.

If you have any other questions regarding the suspension, please contact me at 
DeninoPM@state.gov.

Sincerely,
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Name
Grants Officer
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Department of State

Termination Notification  

NOTICE OF SUSPENSION AND/OR TERMINATION

February 7, 2025

HIAS INC
Sabrina Lustgarten
1300 SPRING STREET SUITE 500
SILVER SPRING, MD 20910-3634
UNITED STATES

REF: SAQMIP23GR0213; EMPOWER

Dear Sabrina: 

The U.S. Department of State hereby notifies the Recipient that this award is 
immediately terminated. Award activities were suspended per the suspension notice 
issued on January 24, 2025. This award no longer effectuates agency priorities and is 
terminated in accordance with the U.S. Department of State Standard Terms and 
Conditions and 2 CFR 200.340. 

This termination shall be further codified through an amendment to the award reflecting 
the termination date. 

Effective January 24, 2025, upon receipt of the Notice of Suspension the Recipient was 
directed to stop all work on the program and not incur any new costs after the effective 
suspension date cited above. The Recipient must cancel as many outstanding obligations 
as possible. 

A final performance report and financial report is due 120 days after the issuance of this 
termination notice. 

Sincerely,

Selina Holt

Grant Officer
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