
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

NATIONAL TREASURY 
EMPLOYEES UNION, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 
V. 

RUSSELL VOUGHT, in his official capacity 
as Acting Director of the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, et al., 

Defendants. 

Case No. 25-cv-0381-ABJ 

DECLARATION OF ADAM SCOTT 

I, Adam Scott, declare as follows: 

1. I am the Director of Digital Services at the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. 

The statements made in this declaration are based on my personal knowledge. 

2. On February 18, 2025, I was cced on an email from another employee to Chief 

Operating Officer Adam Martinez and Chief Information Officer Christopher Chilbert, requesting 

authorization to work to repair the CFPB's homepage. The employee repo1ted that members of the 

"DOGE Organization" had "delet[ed] the homepage for some unknown reason." And he detailed 

the ways in which the "broken homepage ha[ d] damaged several aspects of our technical 

operations already." 

3. I was also cced on Mr. Chilbe1t's response, sent approximately an hour later. Mr. 

Chilbert denied authorization, stating "My understanding is that the decision to delete the 

homepage was made by Acting Director Vought, and it was not an en-or made by the members of 

the DOGE team. We do not have authorization at this time to restore the homepage[.]" 

4. The email chain containing the initial email requesting work authorization and Mr, 

Chilbert's response are attached as Exhibit A. 
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on February 27, 2025, in Washington, D.C. 

Adam Scott 
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Exhibit A  
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RE: Requesting authorization to repair the cf.gov homepage 

0 Chllbert, Christopher (CFPB) Today at ~-3ZAM 

TO: Maninu, Adam (CFP8), cc: 0 SCOII, Adam (CFP8) v 

My underrtand,ng ,s that the decision to delete the homepage was made by Acting Director Vought, and It was not an error made by the members 
d the DOGE team. We do not have authoritatlon at this nme to restore the homepage or engage the DOGE team in an AAR. 

Oirl~ Chllbert 

From: 
Sent: Tuesday. February 18, 2025 8:15 AM 
To: Martinei, Adam Chilbert, Christopher v> 
Cc: Scott, Adam (Cf PB 
Subject: Requesnng authorization to repair the cf gov homepage 

Adem and Chris, 

Apologies for the unusual email address. These are unusual times,· end I have a request for authorization to work that I'm not sure should 
be addressed 10 one or the other of you, so I figured I would keep you both In the loop. t heve elso cc'ed my manager tor visibility, so he can 
be aware if such v.'Ork is authorized. 

Based on news reports that Gavin Kliger is now at the IRS, it seems ~ke the DOGE Organization is largely done with its technical work at the 
agency to •improve the quality and efficiency of government-wide software, network infrastructure, and information technology (IT) 
systems." 

As part of this work on Improving quality, they also damaged the website by deleting the homepage for some unknown reason. I have heard 
thot CFPB staff were able to persuode them to not deleto everything entirely (as thoy did for USAID). I struggle to understand why this 
deletion was necessary at all and why they demanded access to the website with extreme urgency late on a Friday night. Despite their stated 
assurances, it seems they did not follow our processes, nor did they wait for an employee signing on under overtime to onboard them into 
our website's CMS, Wagtail. From what I understand, it seems that they instead used global ad min privileges on our SSO identity provider to 
force occes:s into our system and moko tho change on their own. I have many questions still, but I hope to bo oble to explore thorn through o 
more established process rather than relying on hearsay (see below). 

I know some teams have been recerved authorization to continue working despite the general stop-work order from the Acting Director. I 
would like to request authorization tor two scopes of work: 

1. I would like for my team to repairthe website's homepage. The rest of the site does remain accessible to the general public, but having 
a broken homepage has damaged several aspects of our technical operations already. 

a. Site crawling by search Indices like Google ,s likely not happening, this will damego our SEO and visibility to the world and cause 
our content to become less visible in search over time 

b. I have confirmed also that our automated accessibility scanning is now malfunctioning and is unable to verify our site still 
meets its mandated 508 compliance for accessibility 
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