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At the time we entered, we did not know that the Proclamation existed, and we did not 
know about any requirements that it imposed. I did not know I needed to provide medical 
records, though I did arrive to the United States with medical information for myself and 
my elder son. I was not allowed to give this information to anyone while detained in the 
United States. I do not have a criminal record anywhere, so I do not know what kind of 
evidence I could have provided on that issue, and regardless I did not have that 
information. 

10. For about nine days, my children and I were detained by the Department of Homeland 
Security. While in detention, no one spoke to us in Turkish or gave us any information in 
Turkish, which is the only language we speak. I don’t believe any U.S. officials 
mentioned any requirement to provide health or other background information to the U.S. 
government to seek asylum. I did try to provide documents about my husband’s asylum 
case, but no one who I encountered in detention would accept them from me.

11. We were then put on a military airplane and sent to Panama with a bunch of other asylum 
seekers, where everyone spoke Spanish, which is another language we do not speak. 
While we were in Panama, we were held in a hotel in Panama City. We were not allowed 
to use the phone or communicate with the outside world while we were there. I did 
manage to make one call to some attorneys, which is how I was able to join this case, but 
that call was also not officially permitted. In fact the attorney I was speaking to had to 
speak to someone in the hotel in Spanish to convince them to let me keep talking in the 
one conversation I managed to have.

12. While this case has been pending, we were pressured to accept a flight back to Turkey. 
While we were at the hotel in Panama City, some government officials came to tell us that 
if we wanted to stay in Panama, we would have to go to a detention camp in the jungle. 
This terrified me. I did not know where that camp would be or what it would be like. By 
the way they talked about it, I was fearful that we would not survive if we got sent there. 
For that reason, I felt pressured to accept a return to Turkey for myself and my kids.

13. We are now in hiding in Turkey, and I am unable to find a job because of my affiliation 
with the Gülen religious and political group. Recently, I have grown more fearful that I 
could be arrested because we have heard of the government arresting people who have 
traveled abroad recently. So I live in fear every day. I pray that we can reunite with my 
husband soon.
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