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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

ROADGET BUSINESS PTE. LTD., 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

PDD HOLDINGS INC., WHALECO, INC., 
and DOES 1-20, 

Defendants. 

Case No. 1:24-cv-02402 

COMPLAINT 

Plaintiff Roadget  to hold 

Defendants PDD Holdings Inc., WhaleCo, Inc. d/b/a Temu, and Does 1-

accountable for an unlawful enterprise built on counterfeiting, theft of trade secrets, infringement 

of intellectual property rights, and fraud as they seek to infiltrate the U.S. with their platform 

popularly known as Temu.1  Temu masquerades as a legitimate e-

independent sellers can offer their products for sale.  But the facts uncovered to date and those 

expected to be uncovered in discovery demonstrate otherwise.  Temu is not actually a 

y aspect of its sellers  activity.  It directs what products 

they can list and the prices for which they can sell; encourages them to infringe the intellectual 

property rights of others; and even prevents them 

website after they have admitted to infringement.  These are not the actions of a legitimate third-

1   As explained further below, Whaleco, Inc. does business under the brand name Temu and is a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of PDD Holdings Inc.  Temu is the name of the website and mobile 
application as well.  
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products and used them, or instructed sellers to use them, as promotional images on the Temu 

website and mobile application.

11. Temu has falsely pretended to be SHEIN by creating (or directing the creation of) 

imposter X (formerly Twitter) accounts purporting to represent SHEIN and displaying counterfeit 

SHEIN marks, in an effort to misdirect customers away from the SHEIN platform to the Temu 

platform.   

12. Temu also uses the SHEIN trademark in sponsored Google ads that leverage the 

brand equity of the SHEIN trademark to direct consumers to the Temu platform.  As shown below, 

at https://www.temu.com/:

13. To further deceive consumers, Temu has instructed its paid social media influencers 

to falsely claim that Temu products which are often counterfeits of SHEIN products are 

cheaper and of higher quality than genuine SHEIN goods.

14. Temu has gone to great lengths to imitate SHEIN, including by poaching resources, 

employees, and suppliers from SHEIN.  

15. Although Temu holds itself out as an agnostic marketplace where independent 

third-party sellers come to offer their wares, that is a fiction.  Temu controls every aspect of its 

business including the creation, design, and pricing of the infringing products sold on its 

platform. Temu does not merely tolerate infringement on its platform; Temu directs it.  In fact, 
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Mark/Name/AN/RN  Full Goods/Services 
 
Registered 3/5/2019 

spectacle cases; spectacle frames; remote control apparatus for the 
control of televisions which the remote is designed to control; 
counters, namely, thread counters 

SHEIN (Stylized) 
 
RN: 5944948 
SN: 87857222 
 
Registered 12/24/2019 

 
Posters; printed matter, namely, photographs in the field of fashion; 
paper; steel pens; drawing materials, namely, brushes; ink, namely, 
ink for pens, stamping ink; stationery; gummed tape for stationery 
or household use; stamps in the nature of stamp pads and ink 
stamps; seals; coasters of paper 

SHEIN (Stylized) 
 
RN: 5893349 
SN: 87857249 
 
Registered 10/22/2019 

 
Bed liners in the nature of mattress covers; table liners in the nature 
of textile tablecloths; bed sheets; towels of textile; silk fabrics for 
printing patterns; travelling rugs; lap robes; pillowcases; fitted 
furniture covers of textile; linen cloth; canvas for tapestry or 
embroidery  

SHEIN (Stylized)  
 
RN: 5893350 
SN: 87857258 
 
Registered 10/22/2019 

pins; hat pins; belt buckles; bobby pins; hat ornaments not of 
precious metal, namely, hat trimmings 

SHEIN (Stylized) 
 
RN: 5893348 
SN: 87857247 
 
Registered 10/22/2019 

) 
Battery-powered applicators for applying cosmetics to eyelashes; 
daily used enamel plastic wares, namely, basins in the nature of 
receptacles, bowls, plates, pots, cups; daily use glassware, namely, 
cups, plates, pots, butter crocks; daily use chinaware, namely, basins 
in the nature of receptacles, bowls, plates, pots, coffee services in 
the nature of tableware, butter crocks, candle jars, trash cans; 
basting brushes; beverage glassware for serving liqueur; boxes for 
dispensing paper towels for household use; toothbrushes; 
toothpicks; combs 

SHEIN (Stylized) 
 
RN: 5840545 
SN: 87857225 
 
Registered 8/20/2019 

 
Bags, namely, suit bags; pocket wallets; rucksacks; attaché cases; 
handbags; travelling trunks; key cases; bags for sports; umbrellas; 
imitation leather; wallets; purses; knapsacks; suitcases; beach bags; 
all-purpose sports bags; book bags; travel cases; shopping bags, 
namely, leather shopping bag, textile shopping bag; travel kits, 
namely, travel cases sold empty; string bags for shopping 

SHEIN 
RN: 6861756 
SN: 88107563 
 
Registered 10/4/2022 

 
Bandanas; Beachwear; Belts; Blazers; Blouses; Bodysuits; 
Camisoles; Coats; Dresses; Footwear; Gloves; Headwear; Jackets; 
Jeans; Jumpsuits; Kimonos; Leggings; Lingerie; Loungewear; 
Pants; Robes; Rompers; Scarves; Shirts; Shorts; Skirts; Sleepwear; 
Socks; Sweaters; Sweatshirts; Swimwear; T-shirts; Tights; Tops as 
clothing; Underwear; Vests  
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Mark/Name/AN/RN  Full Goods/Services 
ROMWE 
RN: 5615832 
SN: 87857206 
 
Registered 11/27/2018 

) 
Cell phone cases; eyeglasses; digital photo frames; bathroom scales; 
sunglasses; downloadable computer software in the nature of 
applications for purchases of clothes and fashion accessories; 
spectacle cases; spectacle frames; remote control apparatus for the 
control of televisions which the remote is designed to control; 
counters, namely, thread counters 

ROMWE 
RN: 6278314 
SN: 87857286 
 
Registered 2/23/2021 

 
Bed liners in the nature of mattress covers; table liners in the nature 
of textile tablecloths; bed sheets; towels of textile; silk fabrics for 
printing patterns; travelling rugs; lap robes; pillowcases; fitted 
furniture covers of textile; linen cloth; canvas for tapestry or 
embroidery 

ROMWE 
RN: 5932892 
SN: 87857268 
 
Registered 12/10/2019 

 
Cushions; cupboards; furniture; handling pallets, not of metal; 
mirrors; looking glasses; pillows; trays, not of metal, namely, 
computer keyboard trays; sleeping pads; sleeping mats; tool boxes, 
not of metal, empty  

ROMWE 
RN: 5932893  
SN: 87857272 
 
Registered 12/10/2019 

 
Battery-powered applicators for applying cosmetics to eyelashes; 
daily used enamel plastic wares, namely, basins in the nature of 
receptacles, bowls, plates, pots, cups; daily use glassware, namely, 
cups, plates, pots, butter crocks; daily use chinaware, namely, basins 
in the nature of receptacles, bowls, plates, pots, coffee services in 
the nature of tableware, butter crocks, candle jars, trash cans; 
basting brushes; beverage glassware for serving liqueur; boxes for 
dispensing paper towels for household use; toothbrushes; 
toothpicks; combs 

ROMWE 
RN: 5932894 
SN: 87857278 
 
Registered 12/10/2019 

 
Hair clips; hair accessories, namely, jaw clips; hair pins; hat pins; 
belt buckles; bobby pins; hat ornaments not of precious metal, 
namely, hat trimmings 

ROMWE 
RN: 5932891 
SN: 87857266 
 
Registered 12/10/2019 

 
Bags, namely, suit bags; pocket wallets; rucksacks; attaché cases; 
handbags; travelling trunks; key cases; bags for sports; umbrellas; 
imitation leather; wallets; purses; knapsacks; suitcases; beach bags; 
allpurpose sports bags; book bags; travel cases made of leather; 
shopping bags, namely, leather shopping bag, textile shopping bag; 
Travel kit bags, namely, travel cases sold; string bags for shopping 

SHEGLAM (Stylized) 
 
RN: 6323294 
SN: 88620497 
 

 
Make-up products, namely, foundation, concealer, primer, setting 
spray, setting powder, highlighter, contour, mascara, eyeliner, 
eyeshadow, lipstick, lip gloss, lip balm, blush, bronzer, non-
medicated cosmetics; non-medicated skin care products, namely, 
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Temu website.  Specifically, Temu runs advertising containing the SHEIN trademark or close 

variations thereof in online sponsored advertising.  When consumers click on the ads containing 

the SHEIN trademark, they are directed to the Temu Website, where no genuine SHEIN-branded 

products are offered for sale.  

101. An example of one such advertisement is depicted below:

102.

-

consumers that 

authentic SHEIN merchandise is sold on the Temu site when it is not.  

103.

15.  

104. Consumers who see the Infringing Ads incorporating the SHEIN mark are likely to 

be deceived into believing that Temu is SHEIN, is associated with SHEIN, or that SHEIN-branded 

products are offered for sale through the Temu Website, when they are not.
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X 

(formerly Twitter) ttached as Exhibit 17: 
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142. Around the same time, Quirico also posted the Influencer Statements on PicNob, a 

social media platform where she has over 128,000 followers.  This post was liked by over 4,800 

users and almost 200 users commented on the post.
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