
STATEMENT OF FACTS 
 

Your affiant, , is a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. In 
my duties as a Special Agent, I am currently assigned to the Joint Terrorism Task Force, 
specifically specializing in domestic terrorism matters. Currently, I am tasked with investigating 
criminal activity in and around the Capitol grounds on January 6, 2021. As a Special Agent, I am 
authorized by law or by a government agency to engage in or supervise the prevention, detection, 
investigation, or prosecution of a violation of Federal criminal laws.  

 
The U.S. Capitol is secured 24 hours a day by U.S. Capitol Police. Restrictions around the 

U.S. Capitol include permanent and temporary security barriers and posts manned by U.S. Capitol 
Police. Only authorized people with appropriate identification were allowed access inside the U.S. 
Capitol. On January 6, 2021, the exterior plaza of the U.S. Capitol was also closed to members of 
the public. 

 
On January 6, 2021, a joint session of the United States Congress convened at the United 

States Capitol, which is located at First Street, SE, in Washington, D.C. During the joint session, 
elected members of the United States House of Representatives and the United States Senate were 
meeting in separate chambers of the United States Capitol to certify the vote count of the Electoral 
College of the 2020 Presidential Election, which had taken place on November 3, 2020. The joint 
session began at approximately 1:00 p.m. Shortly thereafter, by approximately 1:30 p.m., the 
House and Senate adjourned to separate chambers to resolve a particular objection. Vice President 
Mike Pence was present and presiding, first in the joint session, and then in the Senate chamber.  

 
As the proceedings continued in both the House and the Senate, and with Vice President 

Mike Pence present and presiding over the Senate, a large crowd gathered outside the U.S. Capitol. 
As noted above, temporary and permanent barricades were in place around the exterior of the U.S. 
Capitol building, and U.S. Capitol Police were present and attempting to keep the crowd away 
from the Capitol building and the proceedings underway inside.  

 
At such time, the certification proceedings were still underway and the exterior doors and 

windows of the U.S. Capitol were locked or otherwise secured. Members of the U.S. Capitol Police 
attempted to maintain order and keep the crowd from entering the Capitol; however, around 2:00 
p.m., individuals in the crowd forced entry into the U.S. Capitol, including by breaking windows 
and by assaulting members of the U.S. Capitol Police, as others in the crowd encouraged and 
assisted those acts. 

 
Shortly thereafter, at approximately 2:20 p.m. members of the United States House of 

Representatives and United States Senate, including the President of the Senate, Vice President 
Mike Pence, were instructed to—and did—evacuate the chambers. Accordingly, the joint session 
of the United States Congress was effectively suspended until shortly after 8:00 p.m. Vice 
President Pence remained in the United States Capitol from the time he was evacuated from the 
Senate Chamber until the sessions resumed.  

 
During national news coverage of the aforementioned events, video footage which 

appeared to be captured on mobile devices of persons present on the scene depicted evidence of 
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violations of local and federal law, including scores of individuals inside the U.S. Capitol building 
without authority to be there. 
 

THEO HANSON 
 

On January 27, 2021, through a search warrant execution on another individual’s phone, 
agents discovered a group registered to Telegram Messenger (“Telegram”), a messaging app that 
offers end-to-end encryption of chats and messages. The search warrant identified multiple 
Telegram groups that contained discussion of travel to Washington D.C. in November 2020 and 
January 2021. One of the groups was named “The California Patriots- DC Brigade” (“DC 
Brigade”). The “About” section of the Telegram group stated: “This group will serve as the Comms 
for able bodied individuals that are going to DC on Jan 6. Many of us have not met before and we 
are all ready and willing to be engaged in this fight. We will come together for this moment that 
we are all called upon.” An individual with the username “Theo Hanson,” who as described below 
I have identified as THEO HANSON (“HANSON”), was a member of the DC Brigade Telegram 
group. On January 1, 2021, the owner of the DC Brigade Telegram group, R.T., posted, “As you 
join, please provide the following. 1. Previous Law enforcement/military? What branch and 
specialty-. 2. Special skills relevant to our endeavors-. 3. Picture of yourself and name (if you are 
ok) so we can familiarize ourselves. 4. Date and time of arrival-.” On January 2, 2021, HANSON 
responded and wrote, “-training: Sufficient for this exercise. -skills: many incl basic emergency 
medical skills. Diplomatic on occasion, less likely this time. Armed. -traveling on foot with LEO 
and operators at various points. -I will be moving through multiple groups. I have obligations to 
people on the ground for short periods. Glad to coordinate. Likely to have on this Blue hat with 
US flag says Leupold. Non descript black jacket. Identifiable mustache and beard. I will have two 
med kits on hand (one black case on left thigh). May have backpack on for periods of time. 
Concealed vest and am bringing a plate carrier. Name: Theo. Arrive airport United 3:40pm. Have 
to clear firearms. Headed direct to hotel. Housing Soffitel.” Immediately after sending this 
message, HANSON posted the below photographs of a baseball cap and himself. 

 

  
 On January 2, 2021, in private Telegram messages between HANSON and R.T., R.T. asked 
HANSON, “Are you bringing heat? If so you just went up many clicks in my book.” HANSON 
responded with the message below: 
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last out.  Safe back at hotel.”  R.T. responded, “Well you are in the club brother!  Well done.  
Today was a historic day.”  HANSON responded, “It was epic.  When do you fly out?”  R.T. 
responded, “Tomorrow at 4pm.  Possibly.”  HANSON responded, “Hahaha.  Is that assuming we 
don’t get picked up?” 
 

In another Telegram group called “So Cal Patriots” (“So Cal Patriots”), on January 6, 2021, 
R.T.—the owner of the So Cal Patriots group—wrote, “Sorry guys. I was pushing through traitors 
all day today. WE STORMED THE CAPITAL! Freedom was fully demonstrated today!” Three 
minutes later, HANSON responded, “Yes we did. And we held it for a decent amount or time.” 

 
 On December 29, 2020, in another Telegram group with R.T., HANSON provided his 
telephone number as . On March 14, 2021, while crossing the border at the San 
Ysidro Port of Entry, HANSON was interviewed by Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
officers. In the interview, HANSON confirmed his telephone number as . 
 
 On May 3, 2021, a federal search warrant was served to AT&T authorizing the search of 
records and information associated with the telephone number . An analysis of the 
device’s location history identified that on January 5, 2021, the device utilized a cell tower located 
in San Diego, California at approximately 7:18AM. Later that day, the device then utilized a cell 
tower located in Washington D.C. at approximately 4:21PM. On January 6, 2021, from 
approximately 2:01PM to 5:55PM, the device utilized cell sites consistent with providing service 
to a geographic area that included the interior of the U.S. Capitol Building. 

 
Records provided by United Airlines confirmed that HANSON flew to Washington, D.C. 

from San Diego on January 5, 2021 and returned back to San Diego on January 7, 2021.  Records 
provided by United Airlines did not provide any indication that HANSON checked any firearms 
on this travel.  Records provided by Sofitel Hotel located at 806 15th Street NW, Washington D.C., 
20005, confirmed that HANSON arrived on January 5, 2021 and departed on January 7, 2021. 
According to the reservation check out, HANSON was the sole occupant in the room and listed 
his email as . 
 
 Content posted on HANSON’s Facebook page confirm HANSON’s presence in 
Washington, D.C. on January 6 and 7, 2021.  For example, at 7:50 AM on January 6, 2021, 
HANSON posted the below photograph of himself outside the Washington Monument. 
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 Footage from U.S. Capitol Police CCTV and open-source photographs and videos depict 
HANSON inside the U.S. Capitol building and on the grounds of the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 
2021.  Specifically, a review of the U.S Capitol’s CCTV footage revealed that, at approximately 
2:22 PM EST, a man, who I have identified as HANSON for the reasons described below, entered 
the U.S. Capitol building through the Senate Wing Door. HANSON appears in video footage with 
a mustache and beard and wearing a blue baseball cap with a symbol on the front, a dark jacket, 
and dark pants. Below are still images from the U.S. Capitol’s CCTV footage. In each, HANSON 
is circled in yellow. 
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