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and love one another despite our differences. I just -- I
want to be a good example in the world of how to help families
not be divided and coworkers and friends not be divided and
our nation not be divided. I just really want to try to do
that. And whatever sentence you give me, I hope it just
brings justice and peace -- some peace to the people I have
hurt. Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you, Ms. Priola.

After calculating the sentencing guidelines and any
applicable departures, and hearing the statements made by
counsel and Ms. Priola, I have to now -- I have the difficult
job, as I do in every case -- and it is a difficult one -- to
consider the relevant factors set out by Congress in 18 U.S.C.
§ 3553 (a), and ensure that I impose a sentence sufficient but
not greater than necessary to comply with the purpose was
sentencing.

The government has stated these purposes, and Mr. Langmack
has mentioned them. I don't need to list them all again. But
I've considered all the purposes of sentencing and the factors
that I have to consider, and I'll discuss some of them now.
Some of them weigh more heavily than others in this case, as
they do in every case.

We are now well familiar with the events of January 6.

We have had, by my last count, close to 900 prosecutions,

all brought in this court. This is a small court. All the
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judges are taking their fair share of these cases, myself
included; and every case presents a different defendant and
a different situation, and I know I and my other colleagues
endeavor to treat each defendant as an individual and not as
part of a mob. But we have to be mindful of what happened
that day.

Every single time that I see videotape or hear recordings
of what happened that day, I am struck anew with both the
horror of what was going on that day and how close we came —--
how close we came to not fulfilling one of the basic functions
of our democracy, which is a peaceful transfer of power, which
we lecture other governments all over the world on and we're
supposed to be an example of, and we were not that day.

And so while Mr. Langmack is correct in that your
background didn't involve any criminal activity, the events
of that day and the seriousness of those events cannot be
understated. This was nothing less than an attempt to
violently overthrow the government, the legally, lawfully,
peacefully elected government by individuals who were mad
that their guy lost.

I see the videotapes. I see the footage of the flags and
the signs that people were carrying and the hats they were
wearing and the garb. And the people who mobbed that Capitol
were there in fealty, in loyalty, to one man -- not to the

Constitution, of which most of the people who come before me
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seem woefully ignorant; not to the ideals of this country;
and not to the principles of democracy. It's a blind loyalty
to one person who, by the way, remains free to this day.

There is no mob without the members of the mob, as I've
said before. So Mr. Langmack made a point in his sentencing
memorandum, that if we were to take your participation out
of that group, that everything would have still happened;
your actions did not materially contribute.

But they did, because you were there. And people act
in ways that they would never act alone when they're with
a group, or when they're with a mob, and when emotions are
involved.

But in terms of the seriousness of the offense and the
nature of the offense, it cannot be understated how serious
this was and how horrifying it was to the country and the fact
that the divisions that were already existing in this country
were worsened, that this country is more divided than ever,
and it was exacerbated by the actions of that day.

And you're one of the few defendants, Ms. Priola -- and
maybe it's because I have talked about it at every single
sentencing I've done -- to at least acknowledge the harm that
was done to the people there.

I hear a lot about rioters calling themselves and their
fellow protesters "patriots." Nothing could be further from

the truth. The people who stormed the Capitol that day were
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CERTIFICATE
I, BRYAN A. WAYNE, Official Court Reporter, certify
that the foregoing pages are a correct transcript from the

record of proceedings in the above-entitled matter.

/s/ Bryan A. Wayne
Bryan A. Wayne




