
The Honorabl e Tonya S. Chutkan 
United States Distri ct Court, District of Columbia 

Dear Madame District Judge: 

Ma'am you have my rap sheet and to my shame it's not a good one. For that 
matter I'm not sure if any rap sheet is "Good" . I was sent to prison in the summer 
of2002. It's important to me that you know .. . Prison was the single best thing to 
happen to me! It gave me the opportunity to reflect on my life and how I allowed 
myself to become such a drain on my loved ones and society. Up until prison I 
lived with nothing but regrets and had even less to offer. I knew one day I would 
be a free man and back in society. I knew that if I Never-Ever wanted to be in a 
place like prison then I needed to change EVERYTHING about me. 

The 1st thing I did was to get brutally honest with myself. .. I was cocky and I was 
a cheat and a liar. I stole and used people. I manipulated people and took what 
wasn't mine. I used my past and my shortcomings as a crutch and never took 
responsibility for anything. I always hlamed my circumstances for my allotment in 
life and hlamed others for my shortcomings. Once I came to grips with the person 
I was. Then I had to accept that person. Once I did that [ took more time with 
myselfto find out why, I was, the wax I was. 

After getting through the hard part of truly ac.cepting who I was. It became easier 
for me to understand the cycle of my life that led me to the person I had become. I 
was weak and scared. I feared everything and everyone. I never followed through 
with anything because I believed I was a failure and was not worth long-term 
happiness. So, I always played the short g:1me. "Get \'lhat 1 can while the getting is 
good". I didn ' t care about the feelings of others because I didn't care about myself. 
And why would I feel good about myself J never did aIlything, up to that point, in 
my young adult life to be proud of. 

I didn't necessarily know what the next step was. And, I didn '1 have any 
experience with thinking this way and I was afraid to talk. to others about it. It 
wasn't that I was afraid to open up to people. On the contrary, I knew I was still 
"100 %" a weak person . I had a fear that ifI opened up to others, then I couirl 
possibly be miss-led into doing something, in my life, that was right for someone 
else, but not right for me and I could possibly put myself on a path that led to, yet 
another bad outcome. Not for nothing, hut I was so over making bad decisions that 
led to bad outcomes ... that lead to failure "thus" another excess . .. I Was Over It! 
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What to do? What now? Where could 1 go from here. How was I going to change 
ifI couldn't ask anybody and if! didn't have the answers. WelL .. For the first 
time in my young life, I was okay with not knowing. 1 knew that I was no longer 
going to lie to myself: and I was no longer going to push my feelings aside. So, 1 
simply let it go. Knowing that the answer would come. 1 became ok with standing:­
stilL Realizing that standing-still is always hetter. .. than moving backwards. After 
a few weeks of silently meditating on "The Answer" the answer came to me. "Not 
Knowing What To Do" was the answer ... Let me explain. If all] know is the 
wrong thing, then what I needed to do is ask Inyself. . " What I truly want to do, 
and then, do the opposite. 

There it was ... "The Answer" to my question. In that moment my life took on a 
new meaning. Everything had become new, and I had an excitement for life I 
hadn't had since I was a child. 

In 2009, the day I came home I had a healthy fear that I wasn't ready" It was on 
me to find out if I truly learned anything. Well, my training was ovcr, and it was 
on lT1C to see if I was capahle of being better than I had ever been before I had a 
deep desire to make my wrongs right. I've heard that if you want to have a brigh1 
future you should start by cleaning up your past. So, with no money and no job I 
decided the first step was to get ajob and get out of the honor center. I got hired 
on in the city of St. Louis at a place called Produce Row. It was hard work, the 
pay was terrible, and the hnUfs were even worse. But, to me it was paradise. 

Next, I got a job installing and making 20 dollars an huur. That was a fortune for 
me, and I was able to quit both of my other jobs. The first day on the job I fell 14 
feet off a ladder and shatter red my heal in 4 pieces . I went to the hospital via 
ambulance. I couldn't believe it! Things were starting to finally go right and now 
I'm all busted up unable to walk. Still, I didn't let this get me down I worked 
through it and was detennined to move forward. 

I moved to Kansas and I got a joh, with Norton Constructiun, installing gutters. It 
was during this time I met Angie Byram. She was fun and carefree and a great 
mom to her daughter Makayla. She seemed to have a lot going for her and a lot to 
offer. She seemed very sincere and honest. and 1 considered myself lucky to have 
met her. She was over two years out from her divorce. From what she told me her 
marriage was very bad, and it took her and me to put the pieces back together. She 
did her absolute best to provide for her and her daughter. We moved to a nicer 
neighborhood in Kansas for better schools. Makayla had many amazing high 
school experiences and was a cheerleader in her junior & Senior years. 
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~he's now graduated and a few relationships later she fell in love with, and 

married a young man named Vinny. Today one of my Grandsons is a beautiful 2· 

year-old named Jensen who knows me as his Popop. Makayla, Vinny, and my 

Grandson Jensen live around the comer from us. 


I knew I didn't want to work for someone my entire life. I'm a felon, and I knovv 
there is a ceiling working the only jobs felons can get. So, I decided to make a 
career change and it had to be an "All or Nothing" Change. 1 decided to become a 
Window Contractor and start my own business using the skills I had learned and 
developed since being released. 

Since owning Stateline, I have bt.en able to establish ii very good credit score and 
payoff 40 thousand dollars in back taxes to the IRS and payoff some old debts to 
friends. And, in the past 21 years, I have been able to cultivate deep meaningful 
relationships. I have been able to pay people back and Right Many of my Wrongs . 
I've made many amends and have become a person other people call a friend. I've 
lived my life trying to never be defined by my past, knowing it was a lesson ... Not 
a life sentence! For the past 21 years of my life, I have tried to bn:ak generational 
curses so future generations can be free to live a full meaningful life without ever 
knowing hardship and deep regrets. I have lived in a way that needs no=----_ _______ 
justification. That needs no excesses. I don't believe people can live split lives. 
Meaning, I helieve we are who we are 100% of the time. We are the same at work 
as we are ill life , 

For over 21 years I have lived a better life than the first pali of life. I have done 
more in 14 years that I've been free than some are able to do in their lifetimes. I 
have lived almost every day being haunted by my past, and I have lived almust 
every moment earning the right to ask those that my previous life brought harm, 
for their forgiveness. For the past 21 years I have done the opposite of what 1 
previously did. I've lived a life that put smiles on faces instead of tears ill eyes. I 
hope the way I've decided to show you the person I am helps you with your 
decision. 

My company is Stateline Exteriors LLC. Stateline employs and sub-contracts 
around 18 people. We have serviced the Kansas City Metro area goillg on 7 years, 
and we have been trusted with thousands upon thousands of dollars, the saving of 
our customers, and their homes. Along the way we have helped many, many 
homeowners make their dreams come true We have also made many great 
relationships and a lot of my customers I call friends. 
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Through Honor, Integrity, Character, and Hard Work my company - Stateline 
Exteriors - is one of the only exterior companies that I know to be 100% service 
free. Stateline has 99.9% - S-star rating and I have over One hundred reviews 
spread across Google, Next Door, Yelp, Facebook, & Guild Quality. I care more 
about quality than I do money. [ care more about building relationships than 
building my business, and I care more about leaving a good impression un people 
than a bad one. 

I guess this brings us around to question of why I managed to get myself caught up 
in this situation. It was well intentioned in the beginning. But, it was nut well 
thought through that day. When I saw the chaos occurring I should have used 
better judgment and headed home. I did not and for that I am truly surry. J have 
followed this on the news and I now realize how frighten and terrorized our 
members of congress, staffers and Capitol law enforcement must have been. 1 am 
ashamed and very sorry for having contributed to imposing unnecessary fear and 
unjustified anguish ~m my fellow Americans who were their doing their best carry 
out the lawful transition of power. I will forever regret my decision to be a part of 
this. 

Sincerely, 
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March 14, 2023 

I am writing this letter to share with the courts a reference for Kasey Hopkins. 

I have known Kasey for the last 5 years and am honored to call him my friend. 

I first met Kasey as he represented a company and the window product they were providing to 
residential customers. From that first meeting I had sensed that he was a man of honor and a person I 
could trust. It turned out that by the time I was ready to have updates to my home Kasey had moved on 
and started his own business. What had not changed was the person that I had met that first time, 

On his own and with a passion to make his family, friends, customers and his own lives better with his 
efforts, Kasey treated everyone fair and with the highest degree of honesty and integrity.. Traits that are 
inherent in his soul and not in vain. I have witnessed Kasey help others just as others helped him at 

times. Especially at those times that may be a hard low in someone's life. 

I would hope and ask that the courts take all of the good and positive aspects of Kasey into 

consideration as Kasey presents himself to his fellow man ... He is a good person that has more to share 
of hIS life with those amongst us. 

Respectfully. 

Joseph JTorchia 
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Honorable Judge Tonya S. Chutkan, 

I am writing in reference to Kasey Hopkins, who is appearing before your court due to Parading, 

Demonstrating or Picketing in a Capitol Building on January 6, 2021. 

I was asked to write a character reference letter by Angie Byram, but the truth is that I was already 

planning on doing so before the request. I feel strongly about Kasey Hopkins, and about his future. I 

understand the seriousness of this matter however, I ask that your court show the utmost leniency in 

your choice of a sentence. 

I can attest that Kasey has shown sincere remorse for his actions. Your Honor, Kasey is a good and 

honest person, He is a person of good moral character. I have known Kasey for nearly 8 years, and in 

that time have witnessed his dedication to his family and community. His grandchildren adore him, and 

the time he spends with them . 

I have witnessed him work tirelessly to build a thriving business He is enthusiastic and hard-working. 

Through this bUSiness he donates time and material to projects for local churches and charitable 

organizations, providing help to those in need. 

While our relationship began as a business relationship (we hired his company to do work for us), it very 

quickly evolved into a close friendship. My husband is terminally ill, and Kasey steps up to help me 

without hesitation, anytime I call, regardless of the request. 

Kasey has a very loving heart, filled with kindness and determination that has enabled him to pull his life 

back together after making admittedly poor decisions over 2 decades ago. Kasey is willing to do 

whatever it takes to make reparations; I Just pray you will recognize the power you wield with regard to 

the future of his professional and personal life and allow him to continue to serve his community and be 

a present family man. 
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The Honorab!e Tonya S. Chutkan 

Un ited States District Court, District of Columbia 

My name is MaKayla John and Kasey Hopkins is my step-dad. He may not be married to my mom 

anymore; however, he is still family to us, (-Ind he is :;till my son's 'pop-pop'. Now, , know you don't know 

me, but, if you did, you'd know that is a big dea l for me to give someone that title. Also if you knew how 

protective' am of myself and my family, then these letters wouldn't be necessary at all. 

I uncierstand that Ka sey has a past. I kn ow about it all. I've known about it. It wasn't because of 

th is January 6th thing that I found out about his past. He told me a very long time ago. He thought I 

deserved to know and form my own op inion about him, and I really respected (and st ill do) him for being 

100% honest with a teenager who wasn't the nicest to him, Like I said in the beginning, I am very 

protective or myself and my fa rn ily! and before my son was born that number one person was my mom. 

No guy has ever been good enough for my mom in my eyes. A.ny guy that came around had to fight damn 

hard for mv aooroval. inciudinP f'· ;:j'jev. 

Kasey is a wonderful person. He is my son's favorite person. He is my husband's second-best 

fflend (behind me, of course) Kasey is rny mom's bes.t fri end. I have learned a lot from him I continue to 

learn from him, and he learns tfom me JS wel l. We've had a lot of conversations about life and things. 

Kasey has helped me work through a lot of things as well. He helped me find my voice and stand up for 

myself and those around me. Sometime:, he rnay regret that a little, because I am always the first one to 
call him out if its needed even on the sillV th ings. I\nd, ClS you can tell, the reason behind me writing this 

letter without him 3sking me to do so. 

He is a very prideful person. He wouldn't ask any of us to write these letters, He'd rather write his 

own and do it allan his own. That is just who he is. He w ould rather take care of everyone else than have 

us take care of him. He would r3 ther weather the storm and hold the umbrella for us, than us all get wd 

together. But, when you are the ki nd of person that Kasey is, you have ppople wanting to write these 

letters without being asked . Some of us even a little annoyed that he didn't ask, because we'd take any 

chance we can to brag about him. That's why we are doing it, because to us these letters aren't any kind 

of work or 'big ask' . 

To me, these let ters are just a way for us to let Ka sey know that we've got his back just as much 

as he has ours. A pOSitive throughout all of this. A way to show Kasey that we Jove him just as much a's he 

loves us. We all know Kasey has a past. We all know Kasev has 'h'ard things', but we love him through it 

because that's the type of people Kasey deserves to have In his life. We all think this is a little crazy and 

not needed because we know the person that Kasey is today, and that person doesn't deserve to go 

through any of this. 50, ,'II end this in hopes that you share these with Kasey by saying; we love you Kasey 

and we've all got your back no matter what. I can't wait to see you back at home. 

Re.. spectfUIIY, I . ~ 
/YZvrlrfJl~~ 

MaKayla John 
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