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local and federal law, including scores of individuals inside the Capitol without authority to be 
there. 
 

B SQUAD 

Organization 

The FBI is investigating a group of individuals that self-identify as B SQUAD. referred to 
collectively herein as B SQUAD. The following interchange occurred on social media on 
December 2, 2020, between an individual whose identity is known to the FBI and another 
individual who acts as one of the leaders of B SQUAD—subsequently referred to herein as B 
Leader. 
 

Individual 1: Now, I think it would be hysterical if you got morale patches that said “plan 
B” or “B squad” because I think it’s one of the top 3 funniest things I’ve 
personally ever heard from politicians as they try to dance around the M 
word lmao 
 
Obviously 

 
B Leader: Hahahahaha 

 
I am going to name DC operation plan B1 

 
The individuals of B Squad that are being charged via Criminal Complaint to include this 

affidavit are the following—[1] BENJAMIN COLE, [2] BRIAN PRELLER, [3] JOHN EDWARD 
CROWLEY, [4] JONATHAN ROCKHOLT, and [5] TYLER QUINTIN BENSCH. The facts 
included below are intended to show that on January 6, 2021, these five individuals engaged in 
criminal behavior in connection with the riot at the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021. Specifically, 
the first four named individuals (Cole, Preller, Crowley, Rockholt) are each alleged to have 
knowingly committed an act or attempted to commit an act with the intended purpose of 
obstructing, impeding, or interfering with one or more law enforcement officers while the law 
enforcement officers were engaged in the lawful performance of their official duties incident to 
and during a civil disorder, and that this civil disorder in any way or degree obstructed, delayed, 
or adversely affected either commerce or the movement of any article or commodity in commerce. 
 

The five individuals, including Bensch, are also alleged to have knowingly entered or 
remained in a restricted building or on restricted grounds without lawful authority to do so. The 
five individuals are further alleged to have engaged in disorderly or disruptive conduct in, or within 
such proximity to, any restricted building or grounds at a time that such conduct, in fact, impeded 
or disrupted the orderly conduct of Government business or official functions; and did so 

 
1 Based on information gained through the course of this investigation, I believe that when Individual 1 referred to the 
“M word,” they are referring to militias. I further believe that when they discuss a plan B/B Squad, they are referring 
to an alternate plan to be in place if they do not get the desired electoral outcome (i.e., the former president remaining 
in power). 
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Pursuant to a search warrant that was executed on the account of a known B SQUAD 
member, the following image or flyer was sent to a B SQUAD distribution list on or about 
December 24, 2020. 
  

 
An individual whose identity is known to the FBI and who is referenced to as “B Leader” 

for purposes of this affidavit, coordinated the group’s travel from Florida to Washington, D.C., 
and their lodging in Washington, D.C. B Leader reserved a block of rooms at a hotel that is near 
to the U.S. Capitol, and he, the five individuals named in this Statement of Facts, and 
approximately forty other members of B SQUAD stayed on the same floor of that hotel on January 
5, 2021. 

 
  

Case 1:22-mj-00184-RMM   Document 5-1   Filed 08/29/22   Page 4 of 40



Case 1:22-mj-00184-RMM   Document 5-1   Filed 08/29/22   Page 5 of 40



Page 6 of 40 

 
  Below are images of B Leader in the January 3 video displaying some of the “defensive 
tools” he suggested others bring to Washington, D.C., including an expandable metal baton, a 
walking cane, and a folding knife. 

 

Case 1:22-mj-00184-RMM   Document 5-1   Filed 08/29/22   Page 6 of 40



Page 7 of 40 

 

On January 6, 2021, on the restricted grounds of the U.S. Capitol, a group of B SQUAD 
members, including [1] BENJAMIN COLE, [2] BRIAN PRELLER, [3] JOHN EDWARD 
CROWLEY, [4] JONATHAN ROCKHOLT, and [5] TYLER QUINTIN BENSCH:  

 
1. displayed various indicia of membership in the III%-ers, Guardians of Freedom, or B 

SQUAD on their clothing while committing criminal acts; and  

2. wore riot gear—including tactical vests and helmets—and possessed expandable metal 
batons, chemical irritants, knives, and walking sticks. Those with walking sticks appeared 
to intend to use them as impact weapons, as opposed to being mere walking aids. None of 
the individuals who carried the long wooden poles are known to have a condition that 
requires the use of a walking stick. 

The Inaugural Stage 

 During each presidential inauguration, the Architect of the Capitol (AOC) coordinates with 
the Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies, Secret Service, the military, 
Department of Homeland Security, Presidential Inaugural Committee, District Government, and 
all of the AOC’s Congressional partners to prepare the Capitol for the Inauguration. One such task 
is the creation from scratch of the 10,000 square foot Inaugural platform. One part of that process 
includes turning a west entrance to the Capitol, into a smaller, tighter, tunnel-like area that has 
commonly been referred to as “The Tunnel” in investigations and prosecutions surrounding 
January 6, 2021. The two photos below show the West Side of the Capitol as set up for 
Inauguration Day (top) and a closer view of The Tunnel (bottom). 
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[1] Benjamin James Cole 

 On January 6, 2021, a 38-year-old white male named Benjamin James Cole had a full beard 
and a mustache. Cole was wearing the following items:  
 

1. a red flannel-type shirt and tan/brownish pants;  
2. sunglasses and a green knit hat under a green baseball cap bearing a patch with the words 

“pedophile hunter” and a rifle graphic in orange;  
3. tactical vest and a drab colored scarf with a distinct pattern; and  
4. a backpack with the word “THREE PERCENTER.”  

 
 Cole also possessed, what appears to be, a black expandable metal baton in his back pocket.  
 
 The following are images of Cole obtained from open-source videos or images taken from 
within the restricted Capitol Grounds on January 6, 2021: 
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[2] John Edward Crowley 

 On January 6, 2021, a 50-year-old white male named John Edward Crowley was pictured 
wearing the following items while on restricted Capitol grounds:  
 

1. a black and gray jacket;  
2. a grayish and white baseball cap with the letters “USA” in red on the front;  
3. a black scarf or neck gaiter; and  
4. a large drab scarf with a distinct design.  

 
 The following are images of Crowley obtained from U.S. Capitol surveillance and open-
source videos or images taken from within the restricted Capitol Grounds: 
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[3] Brian Michael Preller 

 On January 6, 2021, a 32-year-old white male named Brian Michael Preller was pictured 
wearing the following items while on restricted Capitol grounds:  
 

1. a blue shirt with the words “WATERBOARDING INSTRUCTOR,” blue jeans, black 
gloves, a black belt, and a black neck gaiter or turtleneck shirt (under his blue shirt);  

2. large goggles and a green helmet with the word “monster” on the back in white; and  
3. green tactical vest with a chemical irritant spray attached to the front.  

 
 Preller also possessed a long black walking stick. Preller had the phrase “B SQUAD” on 
the back of his tactical vest armor. The following are images of Preller obtained from open-source 
videos and/or images taken from within the restricted Capitol Grounds: 
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[4] Jonathan Alan Rockholt 

 On January 6, 2021, a 37-year-old white male named Johnathan Alan Rockholt was 
pictured wearing the following items while on restricted Capitol grounds:  
 

1. an olive-green quilted jacket, blue jeans, and black gloves;  
2. a tactical vest with a patch associated with the “Three Percenters” movement (i.e., “III”);  
3. a drab neck gaiter and sunglasses;  
4. a grayish baseball helmet with a red, white, and blue skull on the back, yellow Gadsden 

flag3 symbols on the sides, what appears to be, the logo for “GoF” (described below) and 
a U.S. flag on the front; and  

5. what appears to be a knife in his front right pocket.  
 
 The following are images of Rockholt obtained from open-source videos and/or images 
taken from within the restricted Capitol Grounds: 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
3 The Gadsden flag is a historical American flag with a yellow background. Depicted on the flag is a coiled rattlesnake 
and the words “Dont [or, Don’t] Tread on Me.” 
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[5] Tyler Quintin Bensch 
 
 On January 6, 2021, a 20-year-old white male named Tyler Quintin Bensch was pictured 
wearing the following items while on restricted Capitol grounds: 
 

1. green military fatigues and tan gloves;  
2. a military-type helmet and goggles with the brand name “SMITH” in white on a black 

strap;  
3. a tactical vest with a patch associated with the “Three Percenters” movement (i.e., “III”);  
4. a black gas mask with a green filter; and  
5. a drab colored scarf with a distinct pattern.  

 
 Bensch also possessed:  
 

1. one or more chemical irritant canisters on the front of his tactical vest;  
2. a black radio and antennae on his left side; and  
3. a GoPro style camera mounted on his right shoulder.  

 
 The following are images of Bensch obtained from open-source videos or images taken 
within the restricted Capitol Grounds:  
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Actions of Subgroup B at The Tunnel 

 Cole, Preller, Crowley, Rockholt, and Bensch were present on the Lower West Terrace and 
in The Tunnel on January 6, 2021. Each of the individuals joined the group of rioters who were 
attempting to force their way past the officers responsible for securing The Tunnel, an entry to the 
Capitol that provides immediate and unobstructed access to sensitive areas and offices used by 
Members of Congress. The following images depict B SQUAD members Cole, Preller, Crowley, 
and Rockholt preparing to enter and then entering The Tunnel. In the top left image below, Bensch 
is using a digital device in a manner consistent with taking pictures or recording video of the area, 
of the crowd, and of The Tunnel. 
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 During the siege of The Tunnel that stretched from 2:41 p.m. for more than two hours, 
rioters pushed into The Tunnel and were repelled in a constant back-and-forth of heave-ho efforts 
by the rioters and resistance by the officers. Some members of Congress were sheltering in place 
near that entrance. The effort ultimately failed. 
 
 A full review of the applicable surveillance footage, including video of such individuals 
approaching the entrance to the tunnel, shows that Cole, Preller, Crowley, and Rockholt went into 
The Tunnel while Bensch remained only just outside. While inside The Tunnel, Cole, Preller, 
Crowley, and Rockholt confronted and assisted the crowd in confronting the police officers that 
were preventing The Tunnel and the Capitol from being breached. Specifically, while inside The 
Tunnel, Cole, Preller, Crowley, and Rockholt added their force, momentum, bodies, and efforts to 
the other rioters in a “heave-ho” effort. This put intense aggregate pressure on the police line in 
front of the rioters.  
 
 On the south side of The Tunnel, Preller was the closest in proximity to police, pushing his 
way forward to a point where Preller was essentially the person behind the person who was directly 
against police officers. Also, on the south side of The Tunnel, Crowley and Cole were in what is 
roughly equivalent to the third and fourth rows of rioters behind the police line. On the north side 
of The Tunnel, Rockholt was similarly in the third or fourth row, joining the rioters in pushing 
against the police line. Due to the tightly packed nature of the rioters in The Tunnel, Cole, Preller, 
Crowley, and Rockholt were all within a matter of feet of the police line when they lent their bodies 
to the rioters’ collective “heave-ho” efforts to breach the line of police officers and force their way 
into the Capitol. 
 
 As a direct result of the combined actions of Cole, Preller, Crowley, Rockholt, and the 
other rioters in The Tunnel at that time, the rioters penetrated deeper into The Tunnel, the police 
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line in was pushed farther back, and the rioters came closer to breaching that entry into the Capitol 
than at any other point on January 6, 2021.  
 
 After the officers succeeded in repelling Cole, Preller, Crowley, Rockholt, and other rioters 
out of The Tunnel, Rockholt picked up a clear riot shield with a USCP seal that appears to have 
been taken from officers by other rioters. The five made their way from The Tunnel to the west 
side of the Lower West Terrace where Bensch rinsed out Rockholt’s eyes.  
 
 The following images show Cole, Preller, Crowley, Rockholt, and Bensch leaving The 
Tunnel, Rockholt picking up the USCP riot shield, and Bensch member rinsing out Rockholt’s 
eyes following deployment of chemical irritants in the area. 
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 While on the Lower West Terrace, Bensch used one of his chemical irritants to spray the 
face of an individual who an unknown member of the crowd claimed was “Antifa.” Based on a 
review of a video of this incident, it does not appear that the individual who was sprayed by Bensch 
posed any type of threat to Bensch or others. The following images show Bensch spraying the 
other individual, the victim appearing to be in pain after being sprayed, and Bensch looking in the 
direction of the victim.  
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 Video from various sources shows Crowley and Rockholt heading west, towards First 
Street, NW. In the surveillance video, it appears that Bensch carried the riot shield Rockholt took 
from the Lower West Terrace.  
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The Identification of Certain B Squad Members 

According to records and information obtained from Hilton Corporation employees, 
including those employed at the Hampton Inn Washington-Downtown-Convention Center located 
in Washington, D.C.: 

 
1. Between on or about December 23 to 25, 2021, a client called the “Black Group” reserved 

fifteen hotel rooms for January 5 to 7, 2021, at the Hampton Inn Washington-Downtown 
Convention Center. The “Client Representative” for the group was B Leader (whose 
identity is known to the FBI). A credit card in B Leader’s name was used to reserve the 
rooms.  

2. Between on or about January 4 and 5, 2021, approximately forty individuals associated 
with the group’s reservation checked into the hotel and were given approximately twenty 
rooms on the hotel’s third floor, including B Leader, Cole, Crowley, Rockholt, and Bensch. 
The group checked out on January 7, 2021. 

3. According to Witness 1, a hotel employee, the group used white and gray Chrysler 
minivans, and, on January 6, 2021, group members were wearing tactical gear such as 
military style vests, zip ties, pepper spray, and clip-on knives, and had police-type batons, 
helmets, and masks.4 

 

Benjamin Cole 

Cole has been identified as engaging in the conduct attributed to him above based on, 
among other things, the following: 

 
1. In or around March and May 2021, Cole was interviewed by the FBI regarding the events 

of January 6. During the initial interview (in-person), Cole admitted being in Washington, 
D.C., on January 6, 2021. Cole denied that he or anyone that he was with was close to the 
Capitol. Cole believed that the closest he got was a road in front of the Capitol. During a 
second interview, Cole admitted that he was within a “courtyard area” and saw ten to 
twelve riot shields on the ground. Cole denied picking up or taking any of the riot shields. 
Based on the context of Cole’s statement, as well as open source and other video of police 
riot shields within the restricted Capitol Grounds, it appears Cole’s admission to being 
within a “courtyard area” and seeing riot shields on the ground was a reference to being 
within the restricted Capitol Grounds.  

 
4  Another hotel employee, who said he/she had a medical condition that caused memory problems, advised agents 
that a couple members of the group were wearing clothing that resembled armor, but the group did not have weapons. 
This employee also believed that the group was driving a white SUV displaying a window decal of former President 
Trump. 
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2. Based on a comparison of Cole’s Florida driver’s license image and the video and images 
of Cole’s exposed face with sunglasses, it appears that Cole is the person identified as Cole 
above. 

3. Hotels records reflect Cole as one of the guests associated with the Black Group 
reservation. Cole was in the same room as Crowley. 

4. An FBI agent interviewed Cole in person on March 18, 2021, and May 11, 2021. That same 
agent viewed photographs of Cole on January 6,2021, showing Cole leaving The Tunnel 
and at other times on that same date. The agent identifies that Cole, the person he 
interviewed, is the same individual in the photos from January 6, 2021.  

5. On January 15, 2022, Your Affiant interviewed a tipster. This tipster had interacted with 
Cole in a friendly, social setting (a bar) numerous times. When I showed the tipster photos 
of Cole on January 6, 2021, the tipster responded, “Yes, that looks like him.” 

6. According to Verizon records, telephone number (352) 360-XXXX was subscribed to 
Benjamin Cole (“Cole Phone”) between approximately August 2017 and April 2021. The 
address listed for Cole in the Verizon records is the same as Cole’s address according to 
Florida driver’s license records. According to information obtained pursuant to a search 
warrant, Cole Phone was identified as having utilized a cell site consistent with providing 
service to a geographic area that included the interior of the United States Capitol building 
on January 6, 2021. 
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7. Based on a review of public images on Cole Instagram, there is an image of Cole in which 
a tattoo of small yellow rectangles is visible on Cole’s right wrist. A similar tattoo is visible 
on the right wrist of the individual identified above as Cole on January 6. The image on the 
left below is from Cole Instagram. The image on the right is an image from a video of Cole 
at the entrance of the tunnel on the Capitol’s west side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Another image from Cole Instagram appears to depict Cole wearing body armor with a 
unique patch on the upper right portion of Cole’s chest (left image below). Cole wore 
similar body armor with what appears to be the same unique patch on the upper right 
portion of his chest at the Capitol on January 6 (right image below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. According to Facebook records, Cole Instagram is registered to an individual with the first 
name of “Ben” (i.e., Cole’s first name) and no last name was provided. The account’s 
vanity name and account identifier is “i_am_zombenji” and Cole Phone is listed as the 
accounts verified phone number. In addition, as referenced above, public postings on the 
account appear to contain images of Cole.  
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Brian Preller 

Preller has been identified as engaging in the conduct attributed to him above based on, 
among other things, the following: 

 
1. As part of this investigation, Witness 3, an individual whose identity is known to the FBI, 

who has known Preller for more than a decade, and who is familiar with Preller’s 
appearance, was shown one or more images of the individual identified above as Preller at 
the Capitol on January 6. Witness 3 identified the individual in the photos as Preller. 

2. According to records obtained from Enterprise Rent-a-Car, Preller rented a gray 2020 
Chrysler Pacifica in Leesburg, Florida, from January 5-8, 2021. The vehicle’s mileage 
when returned was approximately 1,728 more than when it was provided to Preller. Of 
note, the distance between Leesburg, Florida, and Washington, D.C., is approximately 845 
miles. Preller’s phone number associated with the reservation was (352) 551-XXXX 
(“Preller Phone 1”).  

3. According to Witness 3, Preller Phone 1 was a phone number previously used by Preller 
in early 2021. According to T-Mobile records, Preller Phone 1 was subscribed to Corporate 
Resources Investments from approximately May 2018 until September 2021. As described 
above, according to Florida Department of State, Division of Corporations’ online records, 
Corporate Resources Investments, Inc., is an inactive Florida corporation who registered 
agent and only officer/director is the individual named herein as B Leader. 

4. According to cell site location information, Preller Phone 1 was in the vicinity of the U.S. 
Capitol during the afternoon on January 6.  

5. According to Facebook records, an account with the vanity name and account identifier of 
“brian.preller.37” is registered to “Brian Preller” (“Preller Facebook”), and associated with 
a telephone number that was at that time subscribed to Preller’s ex-wife, according to T-
Mobile records (“Preller Phone 2”). Public postings on this account appear to reflect 
Preller’s connection to events at the Capitol on January 6, 2021, including: 

a. A picture from April 9, 2021, showing Preller on a bed, underneath an American 
flag, and holding an object that appears to be the same type of walking stick Preller 
carried at the Capitol on January 6th. The image on the left below is from Preller 
Facebook. The image on the right below is from open-source video of Preller at the 
Capitol on January 6. During an interview of Witness 3, Witness 3 identified both 
individuals pictured as Preller. 
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b. In December 2021, Preller sent the image above of him laying underneath a U.S. 
flag to a female acquaintance. In the related messages, Preller wrote, “Washington 
DC January 6th […] I was one of the ones in the capital.” 

c. A posting from June 7, 2021, shows an image of Preller with what appears to be a 
black flag on a black flagpole. The black flag appears to be the same as the one B 
Leader and other members of B SQUAD carried on January 6. During an interview 
of Witness 3, Witness 3 identified Preller as the individual in this image. 

 

d. Accompanying the image of Preller with the black flag and flagpole was the 
following comment from Preller, which appears to contain a reference to Preller, 
the flag, and others being at the Capitol in coded language: “Still got the flag my 
dude. The one that we carried together, at that one place when we followed our 
oaths.”  
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John Edward Crowley 

Crowley has been identified as engaging in the conduct attributed to him above based on, 
among other things, the following: 

1. Hotel records reflect that Crowley was one of the guests associated with the Black Group 
reservation and was in the same room as Cole. 

2. According to AT&T records, telephone number (352) 494-XXXX (“Crowley Phone”) was 
subscribed to “Edward Crowley” from at least July 2011 to April 2022. The address 
associated with Crowley Phone is the same address associated with Crowley’s Florida 
driver’s license. 

3. According to information obtained pursuant to a search warrant, Crowley Phone was 
identified as having utilized a cell site consistent with providing service to a geographic 
area that included the interior of the United States Capitol building on January 6, 2021. 

4. The image of Crowley associated with his Florida driver’s license is consistent with the 
partially obstructed facial images of the individual identified above as Crowley above from 
January 6, 2021. 

5. Witness 4, an individual whose identity is known to the FBI and a former member of the 
Guardians of Freedom, is listed in the hotel records as having been part of the Black Group 
reservation. Witness 4 is also familiar with members of Subgroup B. During an interview 
with Witness 4, they identified a Florida driver’s license image of Crowley as an individual 
they know. When shown an image of Crowley on January 6, Witness 4 identified the 
pictured individual known to them as “Ed” or Eddie or the nickname “Palm Fronds.” 
Witness 4 identified Ed Palm Fronds as one of the members of Guardians of Freedom. 

6. In February 2022, an FBI Task Force Officer surveilled and interacted with Crowley. When 
I showed the TFO photographs of Crowley from January 6, 2021, the TFO stated that the 
individual in the pictures is the same as the individual that he surveilled and with whom he 
interacted. 

7. Agents have identified an Instagram account with the display name of “eddiepalmfronds.” 
The @eddiepalmfronds account was used pre-January 6, 2021, to post information 
regarding the belief that the results of the 2020 presidential election were fraudulent and 
that action needed to be taken. Specifically, in or around December 24, 2020, 
@eddiepalmfronds posted the following comment in relation to an advertisement for a 
Guardians of Freedom fundraiser purportedly intended to “assist with our next critical 
mission on January 6th, 2021”: 

All, Please consider donating for a great cause. Patriots will go to DC Jan. 6th to 
show their patriotism and support during the time Congress will count Electoral 
College votes as this was of course a fraudulent election. We want to protect the 
people and Trump supporters as we stand up for our liberty and our Constitution. 
We are in need of you all to help us fundraise for this event. We are also in need of 
tremendous support from all of you for our members to deploy, help secure and 
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Jonathan Rockholt 

Rockholt has been identified as engaging in the conduct attributed to him above based on, 
among other things, the following: 

1. Hotel records reflect that Rockholt was one of the guests associated with the Black Group 
reservation. 

2. Investigators have reviewed images of Rockholt from his Florida driver’s license, booking 
photos from a 2016 arrest in Flagler County, Florida, and images that appear to be of 
Rockholt from the publicly available portions of the Rockholt Facebook account. 
Investigators have also compared open-source images and videos of the individual believed 
to be Rockholt on January 6 (as described above) and images and video that appear to be 
Rockholt at other events. While no individual image or video was dispositive as to 
Rockholt’s identity as the member of Subgroup B attributed to him above, the cumulative 
result of such comparisons and the information described below indicates that there is at 
least probable cause to believe that Rockholt is such person. 

3. For example, investigators reviewed an image from a Facebook website of a group of 
individuals at an unidentified event. On the right side of the group is an individual who 
appears to be Rockholt based on a comparison of the known/suspected images of Rockholt. 
In the picture, Rockholt and the others appear to be standing in front of a III% related flag 
and Rockholt appears to be wearing a shirt with a skull like the skull logo associated with 
the Marvel character the Punisher. In addition, Rockholt is standing in front of a Gadsden 
flag based on another image from the Facebook website that shows the flag unobstructed. 
As described above, the tactical vest believed to be worn by Rockholt on January 6 
contained a III% logo on the front, and his helmet had a Gadsden flag on the side and a 
skull like the skull logo associated with the Punisher on the back. Cropped portions of the 
referenced Facebook images are below. 
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