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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
 
      v. 
 
EDWARD BADALIAN, 
 
        Defendant. 

Case No. 21-cr-246-2 (ABJ) 
 
 

 
GOVERNMENT’S SENTENCING MEMORANDUM 

 
“We need to violently remove traitors and if they are in key positions  

rapidly replace them with able bodied Patriots.” 
Edward Badalian, December 21, 2020, 2:55 PM, Exhibit 904.03. 

 
Edward Badalian planned for January 6, 2021 for weeks.  He trained, collected weapons, 

and traveled across the country for the riot, with the goal of arresting and “violently removing” 

politicians he disagreed with.  On January 6, 2021, he joined his coconspirator and a mob of 

rioters in invading the U.S. Capitol building.  For the reasons set forth herein, for his convictions 

for Conspiracy, Obstruction of an Official Proceeding, and Entering and Remaining in a Restricted 

Building or Grounds, the United States requests that this Court sentence Badalian to 121 months 

of incarceration, 36 months of supervised release, $2,000 in restitution, and a special assessment 

of $225.  The United States recommends that Badalian be sentenced at the midpoint of his 

advisory Guidelines range of 108–135 months, to reflect the seriousness of Badalian’s 

conspiratorial conduct, including his planning and preparations with Daniel Rodriguez for the 

attack on the U.S. Capitol on January 6th, the need to promote respect for the law, and the need to 

deter Badalian and any other individuals who may pick up his mantle in the future. 
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I. FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

A. The January 6, 2021 Attack on the Capitol 

The government refers the Court to the Statement of Offense filed in the case of Badalian’s 

codefendant, Daniel Rodriguez, ECF 160 at ¶¶ 1–7, for a short summary of the January 6, 2021 

attack on the United States Capitol by hundreds of rioters, in an effort to disrupt the peaceful 

transfer of power after the November 3, 2020 presidential election. 

B. Badalian’s Role in the January 6, 2021 Attack on the Capitol 
 

Preparing for Violent Revolution After the 2020 Election 

 

In the fall of 2020, Badalian was the owner of a Telegram group chat titled 

PATRIOTS45MAGA Gang.  The group, initially created to bring together supporters of then-

President Trump in the lead-up to the 2020 presidential election, became a breeding ground for 

Badalian’s plans for violence against the seat of the federal government.  In that group, Badalian 

and his coconspirator, codefendant Daniel Rodriguez, wrote hundreds of messages discussing and 

planning for a violent revolution in which they personally planned to be at the forefront of a fight 

to overthrow government leaders they identified as traitors and tyrants. 

Badalian made his intent clear in the hours following Election Day 2020.  As soon as the 

polls were closed on the presidential election, Badalian had a target: Joe Biden.  On the morning 

of November 4, 2020, in his first post after the election results came in, Badalian wrote, “time to 

arrest biden lol.”  Exhibit 901.04.1  The next day, making clear that he was calling for the use of 

 
1  Government exhibits offered at trial retain the same numbering.  Additional exhibits are 
numbered in a 1400-series and are being separately provided to the Court. 
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violence, Badalian sent the group a photograph of an individual holding an assault rifle.  He wrote, 

“stay strapped foo.  its not a game anymore.”  Exhibit 901.05.  Days later, Badalian escalated 

from talk of arrests to calls for executions. On November 9, 2020, he wrote, “It theyre guilty of 

treason they should be executed,” adding, “Biden is definitely guilty of treason.”  Exhibit 901.23.   

Continuing with his militant fantasies, on November 19, 2020, Badalian wrote, “The 

conditions of war are set and the left brought this lose lose onto themselves.  Concede your theft 

or lose everything.”  Exhibit 902.04.  His coconspirator, Rodriguez, initially resisted, “Yes Ed 

but we’d murder them.  We’d go wild like Billy the Kid fighting corruption.”  Exhibit 902.05.  

Badalian was undeterred: “the time is now but if our leaders never recognize it, we will never be 

activated.  Theyre currently targeting, threatening, attacking and killing Patriots we cannot wait 

any longer.”  Id.  When Rodriguez expressed concern about going to jail, Badalian responded, 

“im not saying right now DJ im saying we need to makenour intent very clear.  we intend to arrest 

enemies of the Free State and must train for it alongside whatever we are doing with our lives.”  

Exhibit 902.06.  Badalian fancied himself authorized to dispense vigilante justice, claiming, “we 

dont have to kill any of em, just arrest and drag into court under a litany of charges.”  Exhibit 

902.09.  Badalian made clear that he felt himself authorized to use force: “we need organization, 

to orchestrate arrests.  Surgical force not brute force.”  Id.  

On December 3, 2020, Badalian again expressed his desire for violent revolution: “how 

about we grow a pair and water that Tree of Liberty with tyrant blood again?”  Exhibit 906.03.  

He continued, “at this point, id rather have the revolution break out and have China attack than 

keep this all peaceful.  use the 2nd amendment or lose it.”  Id.  That same day, he wrote, “if our 
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charge of treason has no teeth were fucked.”  He added, “if you cant kill traitors youre fucked.”  

Exhibit 906.10; see also Exhibits 906.19; 906.20; 906.27; 903.22; 903.24. 

At the same time Badalian was eagerly anticipating violence, he was closely following the 

efforts by then-President Trump’s campaign and his allies to contest the results of the election.  

Badalian was also well aware of the procedures for contesting the election in Congress.  On 

December 14, 2020, Badalian wrote, “contested election.  send it to the delegations.  we have 27-

22.”  Exhibit 903.11.  Rodriguez chimed in with his approval and echoed Badalian’s call for war: 

“We won’t allow criminals to run this country anymore.  177645Forever!  If it’s the last thing 

some of us ever do.”  Id. 

 Trial testimony corroborated that Badalian was well versed in the efforts to overturn the 

election result and to contest the outcome in Congress.  See Trial Tr. 129:11–22 (Almonte 

testimony regarding how closely people in the PATRIOTS45MAGA Gang Telegram group, 

particularly Badalian, were following the efforts to overturn the 2020 presidential election).  In 

rendering its verdict, the Court observed the connection between Badalian’s calls for violence and 

his awareness of the certification process, finding: 

What we have is a defendant who was extremely well aware of what was going on 
politically and procedurally after the election, and who was following the various state 
procedures and legal challenges closely.  He knew exactly what was supposed to happen 
on January 6 and he wasn’t having any of it.  He planned, he tried to organize others, and 
he went to Washington with a clear intent, the single-minded purpose to keep the transfer 
of power from taking place.   
 

Verdict at 3; see also Verdict at 6 (“Badalian knew it was all about the Electoral college all 

along.”); Exhibits 902.03; 902.19; 902.01; 903.06; 903.08; 903.10; 903.18; 903.20; 903.27; 

905.09; 904.18; 904.19; 904.31; 904.52. 
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As the group discussed their scheme, Badalian at times took efforts to obscure his 

revolutionary intent in real time.  On December 6, 2020, he wrote “we cant plot anyones demise,” 

but, he continued, “the way is to train and train and one day when were all together in training, the 

decision has to be made and executed spontaneously as to whom we arrest.”  Exhibit 906.21.  

Consistent with his goal of military action, training for violence was a frequent focus in Badalian’s 

scheme.  Even before the 2020 election took place, on October 27, 2020, Badalian was calling for 

his group to train.  “we should definitely go shooting this week.  shit might really go down after 

the election.”  Exhibit 907.03.   

After the election, he continued to call on his team to train.  On November 23, 2020, he 

wrote, “i really do think we need a dedicated 8 or 10 man squad with practiced manuevers and 

formations and going to paintball this sunday could be a great way to practice such things.”  

Exhibit 902.13.  On November 29, 2020, he continued to push his training agenda: “[A]nother 

drunken late night wont lead to a day of solid training for the coming unrest.  Weve been slipping.  

Its way scarier for the powers that be if they see Patriots are amassing for training rather than just 

rallying.”  Exhibit 902.18.  He continued his calls to train after the group made its plans to travel 

to Washington, D.C. for the January 6, 2021 proceeding in Congress.  “Paintball.  one last group 

training before DC.”  Exhibit 904.21.  He continued, “We need to know how to fight together 

while under fire.”  Id.  When another group member asked, “what are you training for exactly?” 

Badalian didn’t hesitate: “a firefight with armed terrorists.”  Id. 

 Badalian’s focus on paintball as training for combat was a frequent fixture of the Telegram 

group.  See Exhibits 906.02 (“[W]e gotta train our minds to listen for another in the heat of battle 
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and coordinate and call out enemy positions and manuevers in real time and then execute them.  

all while being shot at.”); 906.22 (“all our recreation should pertain to this war”; “whats more fun 

than training for war, actually?  nothing really.”); 903.03 (“Paintballing is the most fun way to 

train as a group”; “its full contact chess”); 903.09 (“were gonna be that much sharper and more 

organized in a firefight now”); 904.22 (“Paintball is training because it is extensive physical 

exertion, group coordination and communication, hand eye target coordination, shooting while 

moving on a moving target, using cover vs concealment, setting ambushes, taking the flank.”).  

For millions of Americans, paintball is a harmless form of entertainment and recreation.  But 

that’s not how Badalian saw it.  As the Court found in its verdict, “He had some grandiose ideas 

about his importance in the scheme of things.  And back then in, real time -- as opposed to for my 

consumption at trial -- he was actively encouraging the others to show up for training purposes. 

So it really doesn’t matter to the analysis that it was all incredibly immature and incredibly 

ineffective.”  Verdict at 12. 

The Crystallizing Moment: Trump’s Tweet on December 19, 2020 
 

 Badalian’s violent rhetoric and rallying cries crystallized on December 19, 2020, when a 

time and place for Badalian’s planned revolution presented itself in the form of a Tweet from the 

former president: “Statistically impossible to have lost the 2020 Election. Big protest in D.C. on 

January 6th.  Be there, will be wild!”  Another member of the chat sent the Tweet to the group, 

sparking Badalian and his group into action.  Exhibit 903.30. 

 As the Court recognized, this Tweet galvanized Badalian and his efforts to recruit members 

of the Patriots45MAGA Gang to come to Washington, D.C., armed and ready.  See Verdict at 10 
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(“This gives the group the focus needs it tells them where to be and when.  And no one needs to 

tell Edward Badalian what January 6 is.  The group notices this immediately.”).  On December 

21, 2020, Badalian shared what the Court called his “manifesto,” Verdict at 13, “we need to 

violently remove traitors and if they are in key positions rapidly replace them with able bodied 

Patriots.”  Exhibit 904.03. 

 
Exhibit 904.03 

In the days that followed, Badalian and Rodriguez worked together to rally their cohort to 

travel to Washington, D.C.  On December 21, 2020, Rodriguez wrote, “Trump is calling on us,”  

adding, “We must put our differences aside and fight.”  Exhibit 904.08.  Badalian added to the 

effort the next day: “our duly elected leader has called his marching orders.  we gotta show up on 
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the 5th.”  Exhibit 904.17.  When another member of the group expressed doubt about then-

President Trump’s reinauguration, and wrote, “We shall see,” Badalian immediately replied, “nah.  

We shall act.”  Exhibit 904.11. 

 As he prepared for January 6, 2021, Badalian continued to closely follow the efforts to 

overturn the election results.  On December 22, 2020, regarding a possible invocation of the 

Insurrection Act, Badalian wrote, “he has to let it sit on his desk until Jan 3.  veto.  By the time 

mitch can do the override we will be there.  Then he can invoke and Patriots will be at the ready.”  

Exhibit 904.32.  On January 2, 2021, Badalian joined others in the group in wondering whether 

then-Vice President Mike Pence would “betray” then-President Trump.  One member of the group 

asked, “Is pence going to betray Trump?  Is he the Judas we talked about before?”  Exhibit 

905.10.  Badalian responded, “or brutus.”  Id.   

Still engaged in the delusion that he was entitled to mete out his own vigilante justice, 

Badalian reiterated his manifesto on January 2, 2021: “real Trump supporters are looking to arrest 

traitors like Nancy and Mitch and Biden etc.  not attack buildings lol.”  Exhibit 905.15.  

Badalian added, “and it is about arresting them no shooting traitors either.  if they resist arrest 

thats different.”  Exhibit 905.16. 

  Badalian’s planning with the group went beyond mere rhetoric.  He collected weapons 

and tactical gear.  See Trial Tr. 839:2–840:12 (Badalian testifying about the weapons he was 

willing to, and did, bring to Washington, D.C. for others from the group chat.); Trial Tr. 143:18–

144:13 (Almonte describing logistics planning in the group chat, including planning to bring 

weapons to Washington, D.C.); see also Exhibits 905.16; 904.35; 904.55; 905.04; 905.07.  In fact, 
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Badalian even brought a pistol to Washington, D.C.  Trial Tr. 839:22–24.  He coordinated the 

rental of a vehicle for the group, see Exhibits 904.46; 536; 537, and directed their plan to join an 

organized caravan called “MAGA Cavalry,” see Exhibits 904.58 & 904.59.  While driving to 

Washington, D.C., Badalian was still communicating with the group through Telegram and 

reiterating their mission: “we dont want to fight antifa lol we want to arrest traitors.”  Exhibit 

905.32. 

 On the evening of January 5, 2021, Badalian, Rodriguez, and others gathered at their 

Airbnb in Arlington, VA.  Once news of the results of the special elections for the U.S. Senate 

seats in Georgia came in, Badalian and Rodriguez each texted their group their final messages of 

the day, reiterating their calls for violence.  Badalian wrote, “the senators should be out here with 

us fighting not sitting on their asses expecting things to go back to normal.”  Exhibit 905.40.  

Rodriguez added, “There will be blood.  Welcome to the revolution.”  Id. 

January 6, 2021: The Attack on the U.S. Capitol Building 

On the morning of January 6, 2021, Badalian and his group attended the Stop the Steal 

rally on the National Mall.  Badalian became frustrated waiting in the line to go through security 

and said, “we need to jump these barricades and just storm it all in numbers.”  Trial Tr. 135:3–

136:10.  At the National Mall, Badalian talked about “revolution combat” and “1776.”  Trial Tr. 

154:6–154:14.  Badalian was present for and listened to speeches by then-President Trump and 

others.  See Trial Tr. 844:21–845:9, 846:5–21. 
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