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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V. Case No. 21-cr-246-2 (ABJ)

EDWARD BADALIAN,

Defendant.

GOVERNMENT'S SENTENCING MEMORANDUM

“We need to violently remove tramand if they are in key positions
rapidly replace them with able bodied Patriots.”
Edward Badalian, December 21, 2020, 2:55 PM, Exhibit 904.03.

Edward Badalian planned for January 6, 202Meeks. He trained, collected weapons,
and traveled across the country for the riot, witl goal of arresting drf'violently removing”
politicians he disagreed with. On January2621, he joined his coospirator and a mob of
rioters in invading the U.S. Capitol building. FRbe reasons set forth herefor his convictions
for Conspiracy, Obstruction of an Official Reeding, and Entering and Rdmiag in a Restricted
Building or Grounds, the United States requesis tthis Court sentendgadalian to 121 months
of incarceration, 36 months ofigervised release, $2,000 in redidn, and a spediassessment
of $225. The United States recommends thataBan be sentenced at the midpoint of his
advisory Guidelines range of 108-135 months reflect the seriousness of Badalian’'s
conspiratorial conduct, incluay his planning and preparatiomsth Daniel Rodriguez for the

attack on the U.S. Capitol on Januaty the need to promote respémt the law, and the need to

deter Badalian and any other individualsoamay pick up his mantle in the future.
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l. FACTUAL BACKGROUND

A. The January 6, 2021 Attack on the Capitol

The government refers the Court to the Statemie@ffense filed in the case of Badalian’s
codefendant, Daniel Rodriguez, ECF 160 at Y fer7a short summary of the January 6, 2021
attack on the United States Capitol by hundredsaiéns, in an effort to disrupt the peaceful
transfer of power after the Nawder 3, 2020 presidential election.

B. Badalian’s Role in the January 6, 2021 Attack on the Capitol

Preparing for Violent Revolution After the 2020 Election

In the fall of 2020, Badalian was the oer of a Telegram group chat titled
PATRIOTS®MAGA Gang. The group, initially created twing together supporters of then-
President Trump in the leag to the 2020 presidgal election, becama breeding ground for
Badalian’s plans for violence against the sedheffederal government. In that group, Badalian
and his coconspirator, codefend&atniel Rodriguez, wrote hurebts of messages discussing and
planning for a violent revolution iwhich they personally planned be at the foretint of a fight
to overthrow governmengaders they identified d@saitors and tyrants.

Badalian made his intent cleim the hours following Eleadin Day 2020. As soon as the
polls were closed on the presitiahelection, Badalian had a tatg Joe Biden. On the morning
of November 4, 2020, in his first poafter the election results cameBadalian wrote, “time to

arrest biden lol.” Exhibit 901.04. The next day, making clear tha was calling for the use of

1 Government exhibits offered at trial retdine same numbering. Additional exhibits are
numbered in a 1400-series and are bsgarately provided to the Court.
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violence, Badalian sent the group a photograph ofdinidual holding an assduifle. He wrote,
“stay strapped foo. its not ama anymore.” Exhibit 901.05. s later, Badalian escalated
from talk of arrest$o calls for executions. ONovember 9, 2020, he wimt“It theyre guilty of
treason they should be executed,” adding, “Bidatefmitely guilty of treason.” Exhibit 901.23.

Continuing with his militantfantasies, on November 19020, Badalian wrote, “The
conditions of war are set and tledt brought this lose lose onthemselves. Concede your theft
or lose everything.” Exhibit 902.04. His coconmgpdr, Rodriguez, initially resisted, “Yes Ed
but we'd murder them. We'd go wild like Billghe Kid fighting corruption.” Exhibit 902.05.
Badalian was undeterred: “the time is now butuf leaders never recogeiit, we will never be
activated. Theyre currently targeting, threatgniattacking and killing Patriots we cannot wait
any longer.” Id. When Rodriguez expressed concabout going to jailBadalian responded,
“im not saying right now DJ im saying we needrtakenour intent very clear. we intend to arrest
enemies of the Free State and nuain for it alongside whateveve are doing with our lives.”
Exhibit 902.06. Badalian fancied himself authoritedlispense vigilante justice, claiming, “we
dont have to kill any oém, just arrest and dragto court under a litanpf charges.” Exhibit
902.09. Badalian made clear that he felt himsdhla@nized to use forcéwe need organization,
to orchestrate arrests. Surgical force not brute fordd.”

On December 3, 2020, Badalian again expresseddsire for violent revolution: “how
about we grow a pair and water that Tree dfelcty with tyrant bloodagain?” Exhibit 906.03.
He continued, “at this point, id rather have tievolution break out and have China attack than

keep this all peaceful. use the 2nd amendment or losddt.” That same day, he wrote, “if our
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charge of treason has no teeth were fucked.” He added, “if you cant Kkill traitors youre fucked.”
Exhibit 906.10see alsdExhibits 906.19; 906.20; 906.27; 903.22; 903.24.

At the same time Badalian was eagerly apéiting violence, he wadosely following the
efforts by then-President Trumpiampaign and his allies to corttélse results of the election.
Badalian was also well aware tife procedures for contestingetielection in Congress. On
December 14, 2020, Badalian wrotepfitested election. send it to the delegations. we have 27-
22.” Exhibit 903.11. Rodriguez chimed in with Bjgproval and echoed Bdian's call for war:

“We won't allow criminals to rurthis country anymore. 177&orever! If it's the last thing
some of us ever do.”ld.

Trial testimony corroborated that Badalian wasdl versed inthe efforts to overturn the
election result and to contetie outcome in CongressSeeTrial Tr. 129:11-22 (Almonte
testimony regarding how closely people in the PATRIGVRGA Gang Telegram group,
particularly Badalian, were following the efferto overturn the 2020 presidential election). In
rendering its verdict, the Court observed the eation between Badalian’s calls for violence and
his awareness of the cditation process, finding:

What we have is a defendant who wasremely well aware ofwhat was going on

politically and procedurally after the elemti and who was following the various state

procedures and legal challesgdosely. He knew exactly what was supposed to happen
on January 6 and he wasn’'t having any oflte planned, he tried targanize others, and

he went to Washington withaear intent, the single-mindgulirpose to keep the transfer

of power from taking place.

Verdict at 3;see alsoVerdict at 6 (“Badalian knew it waall about the Electoral college all

along.”); Exhibits 902.03; 902.19; 902.0203.06; 903.08; 903.10; 903.18; 903.20; 903.27;

905.09; 904.18; 904.19; 904.31; 904.52.
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As the group discussed thescheme, Badalian at timéeok efforts to obscure his
revolutionary intent in real time. On Decker 6, 2020, he wrote “we cant plot anyones demise,”
but, he continued, “the way is ti@in and train and one day whenre@ll together in training, the
decision has to be made and executed spontdgeasidso whom we arrest.” Exhibit 906.21.
Consistent with his goal of militg action, training for violenceras a frequent focus in Badalian’s
scheme. Even before the 2020 election toakglon October 27, 2020, Badalian was calling for
his group to train. “we should daftely go shooting this weekshit might really go down after
the election.” Exhibit 907.03.

After the election, he contindego call on his team to trai On November 23, 2020, he
wrote, “i really do think weneed a dedicated 8 or 10 man shwath practiced manuevers and
formations and going to paintbahis sunday could be a greatyw# practice such things.”
Exhibit 902.13. On November 29, 2020, he contihtee push his training agenda: “[A]nother
drunken late night wont lead talay of solid training for the comg unrest. Weve been slipping.
Its way scarier for the powers that be if they Ba&riots are amassing for training rather than just
rallying.” Exhibit 902.18. He continued his callsttain after the group nol its plans to travel
to Washington, D.C. for the Janmy&, 2021 proceeding in CongressPaintball. one last group
training before DC.” Exhibit 904.21. He conied, “We need to know how to fight together
while under fire.” Id. When another group member asKedat are you training for exactly?”
Badalian didn’t hesitate: “a fifight with armed terrorists.” Id.

Badalian’s focus on paintball &gining for combat was a fragnt fixture of the Telegram

group. SeeExhibits 906.02 (“[W]e gotta train our mindslisten for another ithe heat of battle
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and coordinate and call out enemy positions andueeers in real time and then execute them.
all while being shot at.”); 906.224]l our recreation should pertain tiois war”; “whats more fun
than training for war, actually? nothing redl)y 903.03 (“Paintballing is the most fun way to
train as a group”; “its fiicontact chess”); 903.08were gonna be that much sharper and more
organized in a firefight now”); 904.22 (“Paintball is training because it is extensive physical
exertion, group coordination and communicatiomcdaye target coordination, shooting while
moving on a moving target, using cover vs conoealt, setting ambushes, taking the flank.”).
For millions of Americans, paiball is a harmless fm of entertainmenand recreation. But
that’s not how Badalian saw it. As the Courtridun its verdict, “He had some grandiose ideas
about his importance in tlegheme of things. Andalok then in, real time as opposed to for my
consumption at trial -- he was actively encoumgghe others to show up for training purposes.
So it really doesn’'t matter to the analysis thaivas all incredibly immature and incredibly
ineffective.” Verdict at 12.
The Crystallizing Moment: Trump’s Tweet on December 19, 2020

Badalian’s violent rhetoric and rallying cries crystallized on December 19, 2020, when a
time and place for Badalian’s plaed revolution presented itselftime form of a Tweet from the
former president: “Statistically impossible to have lost the 2020 Election. Big protest in D.C. on
January 8. Be there, will be wild!” Another membef the chat sent the Tweet to the group,
sparking Badalian and his grouqto action. Exhibit 903.30.

As the Court recognized, this Tweet galvaniBadalian and his efforts to recruit members

of the Patriot®MAGA Gang to come to Washington, D.C., armed and rea8geVerdict at 10
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(“This gives the group the focus needs it telsnthwhere to be and when. And no one needs to
tell Edward Badalian what January 6 is. The group notices this immediately.”). On December
21, 2020, Badalian shared what the Court calisd“manifesto,” Verdict at 13, “we need to
violently remove traitors and if they are inykpositions rapidly replace them with able bodied

Patriots.” Exhibit 904.03.

Exhibit 904.03
In the days that followed, Badalian and Rodeiguworked together to rally their cohort to
travel to Washington, D.C. On December 21, 2@Rfdriguez wrote, “Trump is calling on us,”
adding, “We must put our differences aside and fight.” Exhibit 904 B8dalian added to the

effort the next day: “our duly elected leades lsalled his marching orders. we gotta show up on
7
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the 5th.” Exhibit 904.17. When another maniof the group expressed doubt about then-
President Trump’s reinauguratiand wrote, “We shall see,” Bddan immediately replied, “nah.
We shall act.” Exhibit 904.11.

As he prepared for January 6, 2021, Badal@amioued to closely follow the efforts to
overturn the election results. On Decemb2r 2020, regarding a possible invocation of the
Insurrection Act, Badalian wrote, “he has to Igdiiton his desk until Jan 3. veto. By the time
mitch can do the override we will be there. Themré®invoke and Patriotgill be at the ready.”
Exhibit 904.32. On January 2, 2021, Badalian joiattgers in the group in wondering whether
then-Vice President Mike Pence would “betrayérnFPresident Trump. @mmember of the group
asked, “Is pence going to betray Trump? Isthee Judas we talked about before?” Exhibit
905.10. Badalian responded, “or brutudd.

Still engaged in the delusion that he wastkatito mete out hiswn vigilante justice,
Badalian reiterated his manifesto on JanuaB02,1: “real Trump supporters are looking to arrest
traitors like Nancy and Mitch and Biden etcnot attack buildings lol.” Exhibit 905.15.
Badalian added, “and it is about arresting themhmosng traitors either.if they resist arrest
thats different.” Exhibit 905.16.

Badalian’s planning with the group wentybaed mere rhetoric. He collected weapons
and tactical gear.SeeTrial Tr. 839:2-840:12 (Badalian tédging about the weapons he was
willing to, and did, bring to Washington, D.Crfothers from the group chat.); Trial Tr. 143:18—
144:13 (Almonte describing logistics planningtiee group chat, including planning to bring

weapons to Washington, D.Csge alsdxhibits 905.16; 904.35; 904.55; 905.04; 905.07. Infact,
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Badalian even brought a pistia Washington, D.C. Trialr. 839:22—-24. He coordinated the
rental of a vehicle for the groupeeExhibits 904.46; 536; 537, and dited their plario join an
organized caravan called “MAGA Cavalrysee Exhibits 904.58 & 904.59. While driving to
Washington, D.C., Badalian was still communicating with the group through Telegram and
reiterating their mission: “we dont wato fight antifa lol we wanto arrest traitors.” Exhibit
905.32.

On the evening of January 5, 2021, BadalRadriguez, and others gathered at their
Airbnb in Arlington, VA. Once news of the resutibthe special electionfor the U.S. Senate
seats in Georgia came in, Badalian and Rodrigaeh texted their groupeir final messages of
the day, reiterating their calls feiolence. Badalian wrote, “thersa&tors should beut here with
us fighting not sitting on theiasses expecting things go back to normal.” Exhibit 905.40.
Rodriguez added, “There will be lnld. Welcome to the revolution.’ld.

January 6, 2021: The Attack on the U.S. Capitol Building

On the morning of January 6, 2021, Badakem his group attenddatie Stop the Steal
rally on the National Mall. Badain became frustrated waitingtime line to go through security
and said, “we need to jump these barricades astdsjorm it all in numérs.” Trial Tr. 135:3—
136:10. At the National Mall, Batlan talked about “revolutionombat” and “1776.” Trial Tr.
154:6-154:14. Badalian was present for and listéaesppeeches by then-President Trump and

others. SeeTrial Tr. 844:21-845:9, 846:5-21.
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Exhibit 504

After listening to then-President Trump’s speech, Badalian walked straight to the U.S.
Capitol building. After illegally traversing the West Front of the Capitol grounds, Badalian made

his way toward a northwest set of stairs leading to the Upper West Terrace. See Exhibit 319.1.
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Exhibit 319.1

Rodriguez at the Lower West Terrace Tunnel

At some point, as they approached the U.S. Capitol building, Badalian and Rodriguez
separated. As the Court is well aware from Rodriguez’s own sentencing, Rodriguez made his
way to the Lower West Terrace tunnel at approximately 2:46 PM, where he joined other rioters in
battling law enforcement officers trying to protect the Capitol building—and the government
leaders inside—from the violent mob. After battling with officers at the entrance to the U.S.
Capitol, Rodriguez and other rioters were expelled from the tunnel. On the Lower West Terrace
Inaugural Platform steps, at approximately 3:19 PM, Rodriguez repeatedly tazed MPD Officer
Michael Fanone. See, e.g., Exhibit 304; Exhibit 204 (15:19:10-15:19:44). Rodriguez’s
additional conduct on the Lower West Terrace is discussed in detail in the United States’

sentencing memorandum filed in his case, see ECF No. 189, and, for efficiency will not be repeated

11
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at length here.

Badalian on the Lower West Terrace

Badalian joined rioters on the Lower West Terrace cheering on rioters engaged in a “heave
ho” effort to push past the police protecting the U.S. Capitol in the Lower West Terrace Tunnel.

See Exhibit 318 (1:20-2:00).

Exhibit 318 (1:23)

While on the Lower West Terrace, Badalian observed a rioter trying to break a window
outside office suite ST-2M of the Capitol building and pulled the rioter away from the window.
See Exhibits 422 & 438. Badalian made clear that that damaging the building was a distraction
from his ultimate goal, which he had been expressing since November 4, 2020, to arrest people he
viewed as traitors: “We wanna arrest traitors. We don’t wanna damage the building.” Exhibit

438 (0:39-0:42).

12
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Exhibit 422 (0:02)

Badalian then ascended up to the scaffolding overlooking the Upper West Terrace on the
northwest side of the building. Once there, he tried to direct the crowd to the entrances on the
Upper West Terrace. See Exhibit 323 (10:57-11:01). When he saw rioters engaged in
confrontations with law enforcement, Badalian turned and flipped off the police. See id. (12:06—

12:30).
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