
Your Honor,

 

I want to thank you for this opportunity to speak. It is 
the first time in an entire year that I’ve been given 
the chance to tell my side of the events that led me 
down this terrible path this year.

 

Your Honor, if one were to believe the media reports 
about me and my participation on January 6th, or 
even the limited statement of facts presented in this 
case, one would be presented with a hyperbolically 
frightening portrayal of a monster and a madman. 
The media has labeled me a domestic terrorist, an 
insurrectionist, a violent rioter, and equally 
egregiously they wish to portray me as anti-law 
enforcement.

 

Your Honor, as part of my plea agreement, I signed 
a document called the statement of facts. I believe 
that one could easily interpret the picture that this 
document creates to be that I went to Washington 
DC and ultimately the Capitol building on January 
6th with the intention to break the law and do harm 
to others. I would like to present to you, Your Honor, 
additional facts that didn’t make it into that 
document.
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My decision to go to Washington DC on January 6th 
was a last minute one. I had spent the entire month 
of December and early January assembling 
thousands of volunteers to make phone calls and 
knock on doors for Senate candidates David Perdue 
and Kelly Loeffler before the January 5th Georgia 
Senate runoff elections. I had publicly stated on 
cable news that I was volunteering to be a poll 
watcher in Georgia on January 5th. For the past 4 
years, involving myself in civics has become a 
passion.

 

Around the 1st of January, I began getting messages 
from activists I know stating that many of us were 
being asked to speak at the Capitol on January 6th. 
President Trump had already announced on Twitter 
that this event was happening, which legitimized for 
me that this event was truly taking place. Truth be 
told, I did not want to go. By this point, none of the 
calls for investigation into election fraud were going 
well, and I had already accepted that a forensic audit 
of the 2020 election was a lost cause and that it was 
time to move on. However, after consulting with 
many people I trust, the sentiment was conveyed to 
me that hundreds of thousands of people would be 
going to DC on January 6th for what would surely be 
a monumental and historic event, and that I should 
really consider the offer I’d been given to speak, as it 
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was a great honor. So, tragically, I changed my plans 
to stay in Georgia for the runoff election and decided 
to go to DC to speak at the Capitol.

 

From the very beginning I was told that the format of 
the event was that President Trump would be 
speaking at the Ellipse, then there would be a march 
to the Capitol, and then dozens of people (including 
myself) would be speaking at the Capitol. I was told 
that organizers had permits for the Capitol event. 
And I was asked to share on social media a link to a 
website called MarchToSaveAmerica.com, which 
was connected to the White House’s website, and I 
was given access to graphics with the speaker’s 
names and pictures to promote the event. For the 
next several days I posted the graphic with my face 
and my name on it on social media which clearly 
stated that I was a scheduled speaker at the Capitol 
on January 6th.

 

The morning of January 6th, I sat in the front row at 
the Ellipse and listened to the President of the 
United States speak. He concluded by telling the 
crowd that we were all now going to march 
“peacefully” to the Capitol. Everything felt perfectly 
normal and exactly in accordance with the schedule 
of events for that day. I then walked to the DC Metro 
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and got on the train to head to the Capitol for my 
speaking engagement.

 

On the way to the Capitol, I began getting text 
messages from people I knew who were at home 
watching the news on television indicating that 
people were going inside the Capitol building. 
Shortly after, I started getting numerous messages 
from the other scheduled speakers, some asking if 
our event was still happening, if it was now 
cancelled- it was total confusion. I was of 2 minds at 
this point. Either,

#1) The event is still happening and I’m still 
speaking, and that’s what I came all the way to DC 
to do.

Or

#2) The event may no longer be happening, but 
SOMETHING is going on at the Capitol right now, 
and I want to be there to capture footage of 
whatever it is that’s going on.

 

Your honor, in the past 4 years I have garnered a 
following of over a million people on social media. I 
have attended dozens of rallies, protests, and public 
events of all political persuasions where I show up 
and do street interviews with the people there and 
capture footage of the events for my audience. In 
addition to that, I am a regular commentator on 
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multiple cable news networks. I’ve appeared on 
cable news more than 200 times in the last 4 years 
to discuss every topic you can imagine, from the 
Supreme Court, to abortion rights, to immigration, 
election integrity issues, civil rights, and rallies and 
protests in American culture. The interviews I do and 
the footage I capture has routinely been featured on 
national and international news outlets.

 

In all of my on the scene reporting, I can honestly 
say I have never witnessed a right wing protest get 
out of hand. Typically, the crowds are mostly 
comprised of older people, and the energy at the 
events is very subdued. What I was being told via 
text messages from people watching news footage 
of January 6th from at home sounded completely 
and totally unlike anything I had ever seen at a right 
wing rally before.

 

So when I exited the DC metro and headed toward 
the Capitol on foot, I knew instinctively that I had 
better begin filming footage as early as possible, 
because there could be newsworthy activity 
happening well beyond Capitol grounds. I took out 
my camera and began shooting footage from 
approximately 3 blocks away from the Capitol 
Building and shot one long continuous video for 
about 12 minutes.
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Your honor, I approached the Capitol from the EAST 
SIDE and arrived at approximately 2:40pm on 
Capitol grounds according to the time stamps on the 
video I shot. According to the timelines of the 
January 6th riot, a group of people began to push 
past barricades and overwhelm police on the WEST 
SIDE of the Capitol at 12:53pm when I was 1.7 miles 
away from the Capitol building. Over the course of 
the next hour and a half, while I was exiting the 
event at the Ellipse and underground in transit to the 
Capitol, the mob on the West side of the Capitol 
violently pushed past police, smashed windows, 
scaled walls, and engaged in horrifying and 100% 
unacceptable behavior, ultimately breaching the 
West side of the Capitol building.

 

Your honor, as I approached the Capitol on the 
opposite side of these events, the east side, I did 
not witness the destructive activities occurring 
on the West side. If I had seen any of those things 
take place, I would have turned around and left as 
quickly as possible.

 

Instead, I walked on to the Capitol grounds on the 
East side. My entire experience is documented on 
the video that I shot. When I approached I saw a 
large crowd of people, I would estimate to be several 
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thousand, many were milling around the grounds. 
The largest group were assembled in the courtyard 
area on the East side of the building. They were 
facing AWAY from the building, many of them 
holding signs and some were even singing songs. I 
saw what appeared to be a more concentrated 
crowd at the top of the Capitol steps on the East 
side, and I assumed that this must be where the 
people were going inside that I was hearing about 
from people at home watching the news. I quickly 
walked up the steps and as I did, a man was 
standing at the top of the stairs with his hat in his 
hand shouting, “We’re going in! They’ve opened the 
doors! The doors are open!”. When I got to the top of 
the stairs I saw two large metal doors were fully 
open, and a large crowd of people were jammed 
together facing the open doors. Some were pushing 
to try to make their way inside.

 

For the next 8 minutes, I stood outside the Capitol 
with my camera in both of my hands, and my hands 
fully extended above my head pointing the camera 
down toward the door as it was impossible to see 
everything that was happening because many in the 
crowd in front of me were much taller than I am, and 
many were carrying large flags on poles that were 
hanging down into my face. My goal was to get my 
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camera to “see” as much as possible, even if I 
couldn’t see it myself.

 

In stepping up onto the Capitol steps, I broke the 
law. It was never my intention to become a part of an 
unruly mob or to do harm to anybody.

 

Another fact, Your Honor, which was not stated, is 
that after approximately 8 minutes of me standing on 
the steps shooting footage, a man is seen on my 
video coming outside the Capitol and getting on a 
bullhorn. He tells the crowd, in some rather 
distasteful language, that Congress had cleared and 
everybody went home. He tells the crowd, “Let’s 
move out, let’s move out!” gesturing to the crowd to 
walk away from the Capitol. Despite the fact that I 
could have stayed and made the choice to walk 
inside at that point, I immediately turned around and 
shouted, “Everyone needs to go this way!”, pointing 
away from the Capitol and I walked down the stairs 
and away from the Capitol.

 

At that point, I walked to the outer grounds of the 
Capitol and shot 13 videos interviewing attendees 
about why they were there and what they saw and 
experienced.
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Shortly after, I got on social media and made some 
very, very stupid comments. The comments I made 
understandably gave a clear implication that I 
supported what had happened at the Capitol that 
day. It wasn’t until hours after I posted these 
comments that I was back at my hotel room and 
started seeing the footage on the news of the 
insanity and violence that had taken place earlier 
that day outside of my view. I felt shock and horror 
when I saw those images, and I immediately 
realized that the situation at the Capitol was much 
bigger and much more complicated than that which I 
had witnessed with my own eyes. I immediately took 
my comments down because I was embarrassed 
and ashamed to think that anybody might interpret 
these comments to mean that I supported the 
horrific things that happened at the Capitol that day.

 

The next day, January 7th, I made a live video on 
YouTube in which I clearly state exactly what I just 
told you. The very next day I told all of my followers 
that I had made some very irresponsible comments 
about the Capitol riot without knowing all the facts 
and that I regretted making those comments and 
was embarrassed to think anybody might read them 
and think I supported any of the violence or 
vandalism that we were now seeing.
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To be clear, Your Honor, I think January 6th is 
nothing more than an incredibly shameful day that 
had absolutely no positive attributes whatsoever. 
Nothing positive was accomplished. If I had just 
made the choice to stick with my plan of poll 
watching in Georgia, my life would be completely 
different today. Instead, I got swept into a horror 
show that has turned my life upside down and 
caused unspeakable destruction.

 

Your Honor, while anti-police riots were sweeping 
the nation throughout 2020, I created what were 
called Rescue America rallies that I led in 18 cities 
all across the United States. At these rallies, I led 
hundreds and sometimes thousands of attendees 
and volunteers as we cheered on America’s law 
enforcement. We marched all across America 
chanting that We Back the Blue. I also hosted 
livestreamed online panel discussions and debate 
events with the purpose of sharing factual 
information about the low incidences of law 
enforcement violence as anti-police protestors were 
demonizing police officers with inaccurate statistics 
and misinformation to perpetuate the false narrative 
that police officers are violent and can not be 
trusted. Now, after the events of January 6th, I am 
being labeled as “anti-police” and as “supporting 
violence against officers”. Please allow me to state 
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clearly and unequivocally for the court, “I have 
always stood with America’s law enforcement 
officers. I will always stand with America’s law 
enforcement officers. I have nothing but the absolute 
utmost respect for all officers who put their lives on 
the line every day to protect me and my fellow 
American citizens, and I will ALWAYS back the blue- 
just as I always have, every single day of my life.”

 

Due to the media coverage of my arrest, and the 
now dozens and dozens of headlines referring to me 
as a “deadly insurrectionist”, “domestic terrorist”, 
“violent rioter”, and much more, I was served with a 
notice to vacate my apartment within 30 days just 
days after I got out of jail. I have been permanently 
banned from using mainstream business financial 
platforms like PayPal, Venmo, and Stripe, because I 
am now considered a threat by these platforms who 
have forbidden me to send or receive money 
because I’m labeled a dangerous terrorist. I had to 
cancel all of my events and paid speaking 
engagements this year, and was permanently 
banned from one of my online financial support 
revenue streams when Patreon closed my account, 
citing that I used my funds to commit violence.  A 
week after getting out of jail I received a letter in the 
mail telling me that my TSA PreCheck status was 
revoked because I’m no longer considered a low risk 
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traveler. Then, when I attempted to fly for the first 
time I discovered that the US government has 
placed me on a terrorism watch list. I now have an 
SSSS, or quad S, designation when I go to the 
airport. I was told by TSA that this is the highest level 
terrorism watchlist a person can be on while still 
being allowed to fly. I now have to go through hours 
of screening at the airport by a dedicated team of 
usually around 8 to 10 TSA agents. They swap every 
single item in my bag and test it for explosives. They 
put their hands down my pants and repeatedly grab 
and touch my genitals in front of everybody at the 
security checkpoint. They take pictures of my 
boarding passes and my ID. And then, when I pass 
security inspection, they follow me around the airport 
and follow me to the gate, where they set up a 
perimeter around me until the plane begins to board. 
They bring a machine to the gate, and after 
scanning my boarding pass, I once again have to 
have every item in my bag swabbed and tested, this 
time in front of the terrified passengers whom I’m 
about to share a flight with. When I land for my 
connecting flight, they do it all again in front of the 
passengers before I board the next plane.

 

I was permanently banned from using all the 
fundraising portals my organizations used for 
fundraising for my business. I was permanently 
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banned from using my email platform to email my 
subscribers.

 

The media even misreported a comment 

made at my plea hearing, in which it was indicated 
that I had (past tense) cooperated with the 
Prosecution by turning over my email and social 
media passwords, etc. I was promised that any 
terms of cooperation would be sealed and 
confidential for my own protection. Instead, the 
media who was listening on the phone in my plea 
hearing reported that you said that I WOULD BE 
cooperating with the prosecution in the future. They 
began running stories saying that I was becoming a 
snitch and would be turning people over to 
investigators. And from that I’ve received an 
onslaught of messages implying threats to my safety 
and wellbeing over something that wasn’t even true 
in the first place.

 

In addition to the extreme and permanent damage to 
my character that the stockpile of media 
misreportings on my case have done, there have 
been several attempts by the media to actually 
interfere with my case to do maximum damage to 
my ability to have a fair shot in the legal system. One 
such example is when USA Today employed their 
“extremism” department, this is a department within 
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the news outlet that creates stories about dangerous 
conservative individuals, but does not cover any 
violent or dangerous left wing individuals, groups, 
riots, or acts of terrorism. USA Today’s extremism 
department ran a story about me having a legal 
defense fund that people could support. Within 48 
hours, USA Today SUCCESSFULLY got my legal 
defense fund shut down, without me having been 
able to say a single word in court to state my side of 
the story. But the most vicious and relentless media 
attacks and sickening false reporting I’ve received 
has sadly come from my own community, the LGBT 
community, who hate me for leaving the Democratic 
Party. Dozens of disgusting articles have been 
written about me obsessively this year to demonize 
me. Just one example was a story that came out 
from Gay City News the month of my arrest in which 
they wrote, “In the days after thousands of right 
wingers breached the Capitol building and killed four 
of their peers and an officer in the Capitol police 
force, Facebook and other social media companies 
shut down tens of thousands of accounts, including 
a political organization that was founded to 
encourage Democrats to leave that party”. The 
article was celebrating my bans on social media 
while also directly implying that I was involved with 
KILLING four people and a police officer. Numerous 
other articles from the LGBT media have 
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encouraged their readers to counter any positive 
character letters written in my defense by having 
these readers write letters of contempt for me. I 
sincerely hope that you, Your Honor, were not 
subject to being harassed in any way by these 
people in their crusade to punish me for the crime of 
choosing to be a gay Republican.

 

I’ve lost dear friendships and family relationships 
over this case that will never be fixed. After being 
released from jail following an FBI swat team coming 
into my house, taking my things, putting me in 
handcuffs and sending me to a concrete cell with a 
metal door shared with a 4 time repeat offender in 
23 hour a day lock down (Neither of those 2 days did 
I receive my 1 hour of rec time), I spent 4 months 
suffering from severe PTSD that prevented me from 
sleeping at night, jumping and even running out of 
rooms to hide when I would hear a bang or a loud 
noise or a knock at my door.

 

7 years ago, Your Honor, I made a decision, 
completely of my own volition, to join a 12 step 
program and get clean from drugs and alcohol. I 
have maintained continual, uninterrupted, sobriety 
for the past 7 years- though admittedly the hatred 
and suffering I’ve experienced this year has 
challenged me far beyond anything else I’ve had to 
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endure in my sobriety. I lost my sponsor who I loved 
and admired more than anything over my support for 
Donald Trump. It’s been a challenge to find people in 
the program who are able to overcome their own 
political antipathy for others who don’t agree with 
them, and so I’ve found myself mostly leaning on 
other sober people in the program whom I’ve met in 
the #WalkAway movement.

 

My philosophy my whole life has been to find the 
positive in every situation. Even this entire year, as 
piece by piece my life has been chipped apart, and 
article after article has been written about me 
insinuating that I am a dangerous individual who 
shouldn’t be allowed to function in society anymore- 
I have sought the silver lining and opportunities to 
transform toxicity into creation, positive growth, and 
renewal of perspective, faith, and spirituality. My 
philosophy is simply- every situation life gives you, 
even the most damaging and destructive, has an 
opportunity to win. Find the win in every situation.

 

In my work with my organization, the #WalkAway 
movement, these past 4 years, we’ve cleaned up 
neighborhoods in cities that are run down. We’ve 
done outreach for in need minority communities 
across the country. We’ve stood up for America’s 
police and law enforcement. Everything we do is in 
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an effort to make the world a more loving, peaceful, 
unified, safer, and more civil and tolerant place to 
live. I’ve dedicated my life to this work and have 
been devastated by having to step back this entire 
past year and let this case play out. I just want to get 
back to work and move on with my life.

 

I had a really good life before January 6th. I can 
honestly say that that life was completely leveled 
and destroyed.

 

All I’m asking, Your Honor, is that you please be 
willing to sentence me only on the grounds of what I 
was actually a part of- and NOT based on the 
depiction of January 6th that we’ve all seen on 
television. I’m taking ownership for my own 
wrong behavior.

 

I think January 6th was horrifying and disgusting. 
But I never went beyond the grounds of the East 
side of the Capitol, Your Honor, and I had limited 
knowledge of what had taken place in other areas 
before I got there.  

 

I should not have gone on the steps that day. And I 
absolutely should not have said many of the words I 
said that day, mostly because I recklessly spoke 
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without full knowledge of the full scope of the events 
of that day.

 

I’m sincerely sorry to all the people of America, even 
the ones who absolutely hated my guts long before 
January 6th. I’m sorry that I was present in any way 
at an event that led people to feel afraid, that caused 
shame and embarrassment on our country, and that 
served absolutely no purpose other than to further 
tear away at the already heartbreaking divide in this 
country.

 

I want to apologize to all members of the Capitol 
Police whose safety was put in danger by the unruly 
mobs. In particular, the police officer who is seen in 
my video whose shield was being taken by the 
crowd. No protest should ever get out of hand to the 
point of becoming a riot, and no police officer should 
ever have to feel that their life or their safety is in 
jeopardy while trying to keep the peace at a public 
demonstration.

 

And I want to apologize to every member of 
Congress, regardless of political affiliation or 
background. I’m deeply sorry and ashamed for being 
present at an event that sent members of Congress 
running in fear to evacuate a building. I can sincerely 
say that I would never intend for such a thing to 
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happen, but nonetheless, it did. And I was there. And 
I’m truly sorry for that.


Your honor, every year my organization, the 
#WalkAway Foundation, engages in a holiday 
season initiative to give back to the community. This 
year, our initiative is called REFUND the Police, a 
fundraising drive to donate money to police 
departments around the country who need it most as 
their budgets for equipment, resources, and staffing 
have been slashed. As of today we have raised 
nearly $18,000 for our pro-law enforcement initiative. 
The work my movement typically engages in is to go 
into minority communities bringing a message of 
encouragement for people to see themselves as 
empowered individuals, and not as a collectivist 
victim class. I believe the #WalkAway events are the 
most unifying, diverse, and spiritually powerful 
events happening in today’s terribly divided culture. I 
have spent an entire year staying almost entirely off 
of social media, not doing any events, and remaining 
a hidden figure as my case has been worked 
through. Not working at the capacity that I’m used to 
has been torture for me. I desperately want to get 
back to work and back to doing positive things for 
my country and my community unencumbered by 
the nightmare of endless litigation and limitations on 
my freedom. 
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The lessons I have learned this year have been 
intense, and often brutal. But regardless of the 
severity of these lessons, I’ve absorbed them and 
learned from them. I didn’t listen to my instincts 
leading up to January 6th which told me that it was 
time to move on from this issue and focus on the 
Georgia runoff election that was days away. Instead, 
I made a decision to involve myself where I didn’t 
belong, and now those 8 minutes I spent on the 
Capitol steps will destroy entire pieces of my life for 
the rest of my existence. That I something I will have 
to live with and carry with me for the rest of my time 
on Earth, and I accept that. I will also accept 
whatever comes next in means of my sentencing 
from the Court. As stated previously, I’m just ready to 
move forward with my life in a positive way. 


I thank you for your time and your consideration, 
Your Honor. And I thank you for hearing me today. 


Brandon Straka 
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7/20/2021 

April Russo 

 
 
 

Senior Assistant United States Attorney 
United States Attorney's Office 
555 4th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

RE: Brandon Straka 

Dear Ms. Russo, 

We, , are writing you to attest to the character of our son Brandon Straka; 
and the peaceful, nonviolent disposition he has always exhibited as his normal demeanor. 

We are ranchers living in O'Neill, Nebraska, where we raise purebred Red Angus cattle. Our 
family has been part of the O'Neill community for generations. We have always been active in 
our community, church, and school. Brandon grew up in O'Neill as 1 of 4 children in our family. 
As part of a ranch family Brandon was active in the care and promotion of the cattle. That 
included being a member of 4H from 8 until 18 years of age. From the time he was a young boy 
until he graduated from high school he was showing cattle at our county fair and across the U.S. 
at state fairs as a means of promotion and sales of the cattle. 

As a member of the community Brandon was a student at Saint Mary's Catholic grade and high 
school from K thru 12. While attending St. Mary's, Brandon was a consistent honor roll student 
and participated in many extracurricular activities. During his high school years Brandon also 
held after school and weekend jobs at several O'Neill businesses. 

The O'Neill community has a group that promotes the community called the Irish Dancers which 
Brandon was a member of thru grade and junior high school. At the same time he was a 
member of the local Boy Scout chapter. Pride and respect for the community, and responsibility 
have always been a part of Brandon's life. 

In July 2020 Brandon's high school class celebrated their 25th class reunion. One of his 
teachers relayed to us that while Brandon was home for his reunion he had gone to this 
teacher's home and apologized for misbehavior in the teacher's Junior year math class. The 
teacher still shares this story and uses it as an example at times when he has an uninspired 
student that misbehaves. 

After high school, while living and working in Omaha, Nebraska, Brandon was a member of the 
Omaha Community Playhouse for several years and appeared in many of their productions. 

In the past few years, Brandon has hosted numerous events speaking out, and being an 
advocate for, minority groups including the Black, Hispanic and LGBT communities. 
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Brandon has hosted numerous large scale events in Washington D.C. in the past few years. 
He's always worked in conjunction with the police and the government in Washington D.C. while 
preparing for these events, as he has always made respect for law and government a top 
priority, as well as the safety of the attendees of his events. One of these events in D.C. was a 
Town Hall to empower women. These events were always peaceful and respectful of the laws in 
Washington, D.C. 

Brandon's character, integrity and honesty are values he would never compromise. This is not a 
biased statement by his parents, we know this sentiment would be echoed by anyone who 
knows and has worked with him. 

We hope that this letter will help you better understand the truth of who Brandon really is, and 
how he has always demonstrated care, compassion, and concern for other people and his 
community. 

 

 C
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ERIC FRANCJS 

Buchanan and Brandon Straka star in 'The Boy Friend, 11 opening this week 
at the Omaha Community Playhouse. Page 2. -
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. "Sis 
2. Jany 
3. "Smlcn. 
4. "** s. "Beverly Hils • . .. *j 

*•WORLD-HERA ORE, ES' 5 

TOP WEEKl!:NO OPENINGS 

"Dante's Peak" 

TOP 10 ALBUMS IN 
..-....a'-"'- .... ·- ----'----~ Exhibit C
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