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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

, November 9, 2023
Angela D. Caesar
Clerk of the Court
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia
333 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Dana Marie Bernhardt, et al. v. Islamic Republic of Iran, 1:18-cv-02739

Dear Ms. Caesar:

I am writing regarding the Court’s request for transmittal of an Order, Memorandum
Opinion, and Notice of Default Judgment to the Islamic Republic of Iran pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
Sections 1608(a)(4) and (¢) as a defendant in the above referenced lawsuit.

Because the United States does not maintain diplomatic relations with the Government of
[ran, the Department of State is assisted by the Foreign Interests Section of the Embassy of
Switzerland in Tehran in delivering these documents to the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The documents were delivered to the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs under cover of
diplomatic note No. 1076-IE, dated October 10, 2023, and delivered on October 11, 2023. A
certified copy of the diplomatic note is enclosed.”

Sincerely,
4
RECELVED
Mail Reomn . Jared N. Hess
Attorney Adviser
NOV 27 203 Office of the Legal Adviser
‘ L/CA/POG/GC
laD. C“r ¢ Clerk of Court
U.S/.xlgfi;:irict Cc:ﬂﬂ isiel ol ¢ (_Zg]lm‘-‘na

* Please note that performance by the Department of State of its statutory functions under 28 U.S.C. § 1608 should
not be construed as an indication in any way of the United States’ position or views on whether plaintiffs have
properly complied with all statutory requirements of the FSIA, the status or character of a defendant, whether
service was properly effected, or the merits of any claims or defenses. See
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal/travel-legal-considerations/internl-judicial-asst/Service-of-
Process/Foreign-Sovereign-Immunities-Act.html.



Cc:
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Singer Davis

1209A Laskin Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
Attn: Kevin A. Hoffman
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SPECIFIC AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATE

Confederation of Switzerland )
Bern, Canton of Bern ) SS:
Embassy of the United States of America )

I, Scott M. Driskel, a consular officer at the Embassy of the United States at Bern,
Switzerland, certify that this is a true copy of Embassy note number 28128 dated
September 25, 2023, which was transmitted to the Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs on
September 27, 2023, for further transmission to the American Interests Section of the

Swiss Embassy in Tehran, Iran.

&

AT

(Signature of Consular Officer)

Scott M. DRISKEL
(Typed name of Consular Officer)

Consul of the United States of America
(Title of Consular Officer)

November 7, 2023
(Date)
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2 Embassy of the United States of America
Vi

s -'J_? 4
TS %
fqﬂf%% - | September 25, 2023

~ M
CONS NO. 28128

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
Foreign Interests Section

Kochergasse 10

Federal Palace North :
Office #4.001 : f
3003 Bern '

Subject: JUDICIAL ASSISTANCE: Service of process under the Foreign Sovereign Immunities
Act (FSIA) — Dana Marie Bernhardt, et al. v. Islamic Republic of Iran, 1:18-cv-02739

REF: -

The Department of State has requested the delivery of the enclosed Order, Memorandum
Opinion, and Notice of Default Judgment to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran pursuant to the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act in the matter Dana
Marie Bernhardt, et al. v. Islamic Republic of iran, 1:18-cv-02739.

The Embassy is herewith requesting the Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs to transmit the

documents to the American Interests Section of the Swiss Embassy in Tehran. There is one .
defendant to be served in this case: the Islamic Republic of Iran. The American Interests ?
Section should transmit the Order, Memorandum Opinion, and Notice of Default Judgment

to the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs under cover of one diplomatic note utilizing the

language provided in the enclosed instructions.

Transmittal should be done in a manner which enables the Embassy to confirm delivery.
The American Interests Section should execute certifications of the diplomatic notes, which
will be forwarded by the Départment of State to the requesting court in the United States.

Enclosed is one appropriate part of a message the Embassy received from the Department
of State as well two sets of documents for each defendant.

The Embassy would appreciate being informed of the date the American Interests Section
of the Swiss Embassy in Tehran receives the documents as well as the date the Interests

Section forwards the documents to the Iranian authorities,

SPP’s assistance is much appreciated.




- ——
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A

BEGIN TEXT OF DIPLOMATIC NOTE REGARDING DEFENDANT ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF
IRAN:

The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section in Tehran refers the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the lawsuit Dana Marie
Bernhardt, et al. v. Islamic Republic of Iran, 1:18-cv-02739 in the U.S. District Court for
the District of Columbia. The Islamic Republic of Iran is a defendant in this case. The
Foreign Interests Section transmits an Order and Memorandum Opinion herewith. The
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia has requested service of these
documents. This note constitutes transmittal of these documents to the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran as contemplated in Title 28, United States Code, Sections
1608(a)(4) and (e).

In addition to the Order and Memorandum Opinion the Foreign Interests Section
is enclosing a Notice of Default Judgment, prepared by the plaintiff, which summarizes
the nature of the case and includes references to U.S. laws concerning suits against
foreign States. Please note that under U.S. law, attachment and execution proceedings
pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 1610 may commence after a
reasonable period of time from the giving of notice of the Default Judgment.

The Foreign Interests Section has been advised that under U.S. law any
jurisdictional or other defense including claims of sovereign immunity must be
addressed to the court, for which reason it is advisable to consult an attorney in the
United States. It is the practice of the U.S. Department of State to be available to
discuss the requirements of U.S. law with counsel. The U.S. Government is not a party
to this case and cannot represent other parties in this matter.

Attachments:

1. Order, Memorandum Opinion, and Notice of Default Judgment
2. Translations

END TEXT OF DIPLOMATIC NOTE REGARDING DEFENDANT ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
!
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SPECIFIC AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATE

Confederation of Switzerland )
Bern, Canton of Bern ) SS:
Embassy of the United States of America )

| certify that the annexed document bears the genuine seal of the Swiss Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs.

| certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing
is true and correct.

Aol

(Signature of Consular Officer)

Scott M. DRISKEL
(Typed name of Consular Officer)

Consul of the United States of America
(Title of Consular Officer)

November 7, 2023
(Date)
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.ische Eidgenossenschaft
zration suisse
.derazione Svizzera
federaziun svizra

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs FDFA

K. 346-01-02-01-USA/IRAN

The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the United States
of America and refers to Cons Note No. 28128 dated September 25, 2023 regarding judicial assistance
and has the honor to convey following documents of the U.S. Interests Section of the Embassy of
Switzerland in Tehran:

Judicial Assistance:

Dana Marie Bernhardt, et al. v. Islamic Republic of Iran, 1:18-cv-02739
e Note 1076-IE addressed to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran

dated October 10, 2023 and proof of service, dated October 11, 2023 as well as the certification by the
Swiss Federal Chancellery dated November 01, 2023,

The section has received the above mentioned documents on October 09, 2023. It has transmitted these
to the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs together with its diplomatic note on October 11, 2023. The
reception of the mentioned documents was refused the same day by the Iranian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy of

United States of America the assurances of its highest consideration.

Berne, November 1, 2023

Enclosure(s) mentioned

To the

Embassy of the
United States of America

Berne
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SPECIFIC AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATE

Confederation of Switzerland )
Bern, Canton of Bern ) SS:
Embassy of the United States of America )

| certify that the annexed document is executed by the genuine signature and seal of the
following named official who, in an official capacity, is empowered by the laws of
Switzerland to execute that document.

| certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing
is true and correct.

Alessandra MANOIERO
(Typed name of Official who executed the annexed document)

/%i’d,{/

(Signature of Consular Officer)

Scott M. DRISKEL
(Typed name of Consular Officer)

Consul of the United States of America
(Title of Consular Officer)

November 7, 2023
(Date)

N
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Ly
chweizerische Eidgenossenschaft Embassy of Switzerland in Iran
Confédération suisse Foreign Interests Section

Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

No. 1076-IE

The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section in Tehran, presents its compliments to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and has the honor to refer the Ministry to
the lawsuit Dana Marie Bernhardt, et al. v. Islamic Republic of Iran, 1:18-cv-02739 in the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia. The Islamic Republic of Iran is a defendant in this case. The Embassy
transmits an Order and Memorandum Opinion herewith. The U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia has requested service of these documents. This note constitutes transmittal of these
documents to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran as contemplated in Title 28, United States
Code, Section 1608(a)}{4) and (e).

In addition to the Order and Memorandum Opinion, the Embassy is enclosing a Notice of
Default Judgment, prepared by the plaintiff, which summarizes the nature of the case and includes
references to U.S. laws concerning suits against foreign States. Please note that under U.S. law,
attachment and execution proceedings pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 1610 may
commence after a reasonable period of time from the giving of notice of the Default Judgment.

The Embassy has been advised that under U.S. law any jurisdictional or other defense
including claims of sovereign immunity must be addressed to the court, for which reason it is advisable
to consult an attorney in the United States. It is the practice of the U.S. Department of State to be
available to discuss the requirements of U.S. law with counsel. The U.S. Government is not a party to
this case and cannot represent other parties in this matter.

The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section, avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the M|n|stry of Foreign Aﬁalrs,of’t]'lp ,IQ‘a‘mlc Republic of Iran the assurances of its highest
consideration. 7 Y N\

/ -.-.._.--\-. q 3. S e

> - \

Tehran — October 10, 2023

Attachments:
1. Order, Memorandum Opinion, and Notice of Default Judgment
2. Translations

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Islamic Republic of Iran

Department of American Affairs |
Tehran
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|, Pia Muller, Deputy Head of the Foreign Interests Section of the Embassy of Switzerland in Ira

herewith that this is a true copy of Diplomatic Not -
m el | p ote No. 1076-IE, dated October 10 2Q23. The ¢

G AT DA
Sertion (2

Ny

APOSTILLE
(Convention de {2 Haye du 5 ocfob.e 1961)

. Couniry: SWISS CONFEDERATION

This public document

2. has been signed by Pia Miller

3. acting in the capacity of Deputy Head of the Foreig\n nterésts Section
4, bears the seal/stamp of

Embassy of Switzerland US Interests Section Tehran

Certified

5. at Berne 6. the 01 liovember 2023

7. by Alessandra Manociero
functionary of the Swiss fac’eral Chancellegy

02718¢&

9. Seal/stamp: 10. Sigrature:

/ :
L P .
Swiss federal Charcellery /// At L 2CEN
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