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APPENDIX F: Examples of Tencent Facilitating PRC Monitoring, Surveillance, and Censorship 

 According to press reporting, on September 26, 2019, authorities in the eastern province of
Shandong detained a user of the social media platform WeChat after he sent content to a friend in the
United States. Gao Zhigang was taken away and initially held under criminal detention by police in
his home district of Yingze in Shandong's Taiyuan city on suspicion of "picking quarrels and stirring
up trouble." Gao told Radio Free Asia that he was detained on the basis of a single video clip he
forwarded to his U.S.-based friend. Gao served a 10-month sentence for "slander" of the government
and public order. Gao viewed the evidence against him, and realized that it hadn't come from his
phone. "The screenshots they provided weren't mine, because I had deleted everything after sending
it," he said. "The recipient was also being monitored – by a different police station."110

 According to press reporting, on March 16, 2019, China watcher Chenchen Zhang shared an
anecdote on Twitter about a member of the Uyghur Muslim minority who was stopped at mainland
China’s border with Hong Kong and interrogated for three days simply because someone on his
WeChat contact list had recently “checked in” with a location setting of Mecca, Saudi Arabia. The
authorities apparently feared that the Uyghur man had traveled on pilgrimage to Mecca without
permission, warning that such a move could yield 15 years in prison.111

 According to press reporting, on January 16, 2019, a Hebei court released a WeChat “map of
deadbeat debtors” whereby users are given an on-screen radar that allows them to discover if there is
anyone who owes money within a 500 meter radius.” Individuals are then encouraged to tell
authorities if they believe the person can afford to pay back what they owe.112113

 In April 2018, public security authorities from multiple locations in China criminally detained 8
administrators of the National Tourism Chat Group. A group of more than 100 members hosted on
social media platform WeChat that reportedly organized humanitarian support for family members
of political prisoners. As of June 2018, authorities had formally arrested Guo Qingjun, one of the
WeChat group's administrators.114115

 According to press reporting, in March 2018, six practitioners of Falun Gong, a spiritual meditation
discipline that is severely persecuted by the Chinese regime, were recently arrested and detained for
posting messages on WeChat about the regime’s ongoing repression of the practice. Four women
and two men – Wang Hui, Wang Xin, Han Xiaoqiu, You Tingting, Wang Yong, and Wang Dengli –
hailing from different cities and provinces, were arrested and subsequently detained at the Lishui
City Detention Center in Zhejiang Province, according to Minghui.org, a U.S.-based website that
tracks the persecution in China. Police, prosecutors, and Party agencies have since tried to coerce the

110 https://www rfa.org/english/news/china/monitor-08182020091653.html?searchterm:utf8:ustring=%20wechat 
111 https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2019/03/28/commentary/world-commentary/worried-huawei-take-closer-look-
tencent/#.Xz1G0n4pCUl 
112 https://freedomhouse.org/report/china-media-bulletin/china-media-bulletin-social-credit-incentives-elite-jailings 
113 http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201901/16/WS5c3edfb8a3106c65c34e4d75.html 
114 https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-115hhrg31388/html/CHRG-115hhrg31388.htm 
115 https://chinachange.org/2018/04/15/eight-detained-for-organizing-humanitarian-assistance-for-political-prisoners-and-
their-families/ 
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six practitioners into giving up their beliefs, the Minghui report stated. They are scheduled for court 
hearings at Songyang County Court on March 20.116 

 According to press reporting, in 2017, construction supervisor and Chinese national Chen Shouli
reportedly told a joke in a WeChat chat group. Four days later he was telephoned by Chinese
authorities and ordered him in for question. Chen was locked in a cell for five days, he says.
According to the police report, his comment on the WeChat messaging app was deemed “picking
quarrels and provoking trouble,” a broad offense that encompasses gang fighting and destruction of
public property and is punishable by detention without trial. Similarly, auto mechanic and Chinese
national Yang Qingsong used an expletive in a WeChat post to question the intelligence of police for
doing checks in the rain. Police detained Yang for five days, saying his post to a group with 241
people “created negative social effects.”117

 According to 2017 press reporting, Beijing activist Hu Jia said he bought a slingshot online after a
friend recommended it for relieving stress. He paid with WeChat’s mobile-payment feature. Mr. Hu
said he was later interrogated by a state security agent, who asked if he was planning to shoot out
surveillance cameras near his apartment. A few years earlier, Mr. Hu said, he had messaged a friend
headed to Taiwan with the names of activists he might want to see while traveling there. Later, he
said, state security agents showed up at the friend’s house and warned him against meeting Mr. Hu’s
acquaintances.118

 According to press reporting, Zhang Haitao was detained on Dec. 2, 2016 and sent to Shaya prison
in Xinjiang. Zhang, an outspoken critic of the ruling Chinese Communist Party's treatment of the
mostly Muslim Uyghur ethnic group, is serving a 19-year jail term for "incitement to subvert state
power" and spying charges. At Zhang's trial, the prosecution cited 69 posts to the Chinese social
media platform WeChat and 205 Twitter posts and retweets, as evidence of inciting subversion of
state power.119

116 http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:f22KCaAorh8J:https://www.theepochtimes.com/chinese-citizens-
detained-for-posts-on-social-media-platform-wechat_2462475 html&client=firefox-b-1-d&hl=en&gl=us&strip=1&vwsrc=0 
117 https://www.wsj.com/articles/jailed-for-a-text-chinas-censors-are-spying-on-mobile-chat-groups-1512665007 
118 https://www.wsj.com/articles/chinas-tech-giants-have-a-second-job-helping-the-government-see-everything-1512056284 
119 https://www rfa.org/english/news/china/wife-07292020111256.html?searchterm:utf8:ustring=%20wechat 
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