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�AC� G�RD��� SB� 169380 
The G�rd�� �aw Gr�up 
1885 The A$a%eda, Ste.210 
Sa� ��se, CA 95126 
Te$. (408)286,1351 
Fax. (408)503,0954  
 
Att�r�ey f�r Defe�da�t, 
��ce$y� C��treras 
 
 
 
 
 
 U�ITED STATES DISTRICT C�URT     
 ��RTHER� DISTRICT �F CA�IF�R�IA      

SA� ��SE DIVISI�� 
 
  
U�ITED STATES �F A7ERICA,              ��. CR 16,00150 B�F 
 

           P$ai�tiff,  
                
          SE�TE�CI�G 7E7�RA�DU7     
            
vs. 
                                      
                                    Date; Septe%ber 27,28, 2022    
         Ti%e; 9;00 a.%.    
       
��CE�Y� C��TRERAS,              
                                                          
    Defe�da�t.         
                                
                                        
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>? 
 
 
 T� THE C�ER� �F THE AB�VE E�TIT�ED C�URT, THE U�ITED STATES 

�F A7ERICA A�D A�� C�U�SE� I� THE AB�VE E�TIT�ED 7ATTER; 

 
  I. I�TR�DUCTI�� A�D BAC�GR�UD 

 7s. C��treras is i� substa�tia$ agree%e�t with the facts a�d 

ca$cu$ati��s i� the Prese�te�ce I�vestigati�� Rep�rt a�d the 

Se�te�ci�g 7e%�ra�du% fi$ed by the U�ited States.   

 As ��ted i� the Prese�te�ce I�vestigati�� Rep�rt (herei�after 
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PIR) C��treras has bee� u�der g�ver�%e�t c��tr�$ a�d �r 

supervisi�� si�ce 2016.  She c��perated with state �fficia$s a�d 

served 430 days i� state cust�dy f�r the sa%e type �f c��duct 

bef�re c�%i�g i�t� federa$ cust�dy.  She was i� i� federa$ cust�dy 

f�r Aust �ver f�ur %��ths bef�re bei�g re$eased �� bai$.  She has 

bee� u�der supervised re$ease ever si�ce. 

 I� additi�� t� c��perati�g with b�th state a�d federa$ 

auth�rities C��treras testified f�r the U�ited States at the tria$ 

�f c�,defe�da�t 7e�d�Ba.  As ��ted i� the G�ver�%e�t’s Se�te�ci�g 

7e%�ra�du% the Aury D… u$ti%ate$y credited her testi%��y whe� it 

c��victed 7e�d�Ba.F 

 Whi$e i� cust�dy a�d �ut C��treras has strived t� better 

herse$f a�d t� u�dersta�d h�w she ca%e t� be a part �f the i�sta�t 

cri%i�a$ e�terprise.  She has u�derg��e therapy, w�rHed a�d g��e 

t� sch��$ whi$e i� a�d �ut �f cust�dy. This is we$$ d�cu%e�ted i� 

the PIR.  The re%ai�der �f this %e%�ra�du% f�cuses �� a� 

u�dersta�di�g, ��t a� excuse as t� h�w a�d why 7s. C��treras f�u�d 

herse$f e�gaged i� the cri%i�a$ activities that $ead her here. 

 

 II. THE Y�UTHFU� �FFE�DER 

 Because ad�$esce�t deve$�p%e�t is a ti%e �f dy�a%ic gr�wth 

that affects c�g�itive, s�cia$, e%�ti��a$ a�d bi�$�gica$ %aturity, 

age i� a�d �f itse$f is ��t sufficie�t t� deter%i�e whether a 

pers�� is cri%i�a$$y s�phisticated. 

 Brai� i%agi�g studies revea$ that ad�$esce�ts $acH the 

abi$ity t� exercise %ature Audg%e�t because �f the bi�$�gica$ 
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i%%aturity �f the brai�. (�ati��a$ Acade%y �f Scie�ce, Ref�r�i�g 

�uve�i�e �ustice� A Deve��p�e�ta� Appr�ach (1013) p.96 

(herei�after  !AS Rep�rt#.) Specifica��y%   

 

 Ad�$esce�ts differ fr�% adu$ts a�d chi$dre� i� three 
i%p�rta�t ways that $ead t� differe�ces i� behavi�r� First, 
ad�$esce�ts $acH %ature capacity f�r se$f,regu$ati�� i� 
e%�ti��a$$y charged c��texts, re$ative t� adu$ts a�d chi$dre� 
(citati��s).  Sec��d, ad�$esce�ts have a heighte�ed se�sitivity t� 
pr�xi%a$ exter�a$ i�f$ue�ces, such as peer pressure a�d i%%ediate 
i�ce�tives, re$ative t� adu$ts (citati��s) 
 
 
(Id. at p. 91, citati��s �%itted.) 

 

 These fact�rs acc�u�t f�r the te�de�cy �f ad�$esce�ts t� 

e�gage i� risHy behavi�rs that have a high pr�babi$ity �f 

i%%ediate reward but ca� $ead t� har% t� se$f �r �thers.  The 

prefere�ce f�r risHy behavi�rs rises by a third sta�dard deviati�� 

betwee� ages 10 a�d 16, a�d dec$i�es by a ha$f sta�dard deviati�� 

by age 26. (!AS Rep�rt at p. 91)  Y�uth cha�ge a�d attai� adu$t 

$eve$s �f %ature Audg%e�t as brai� deve$�p%e�t c��ti�ues i�t� 

their twe�ties.  The deve$�p%e�t a�d %aturati�� �f the prefr��ta$ 

c�rtex is fu$$y acc�%p$ished at the age �f 25 years. (Arai� et 

a$., &aturati�� �f the Ad��esce�t Brai�% 9 !eur�psychiatric 

Disease & Treat�e�t (2013) pp. 449-461% pub�ished ���i�e by the 

!ati��a� I�stitutes �f Hea�th% 

http�11www.�cbi.���.�ih.g�v1g�v1p�c1artic�es1P&C36216481.) 

 The Supre%e C�urt, has $��g rec�g�iBed that chi$dre� 

Dge�era��y are �ess �ature a�d resp��sib$e that adu$ts, (Eddi�gs 

v. 78�ah��a (1982) 455 U.S. 104, 115), a�d the i%pact �f 
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i%%aturity �� behavi�r.  The y�u�g D�fte� $acH the experie�ce, 

perspective, a�d Audg%e�t t� rec�g�iBe a�d av�id ch�ices that 

c�u$d be detri%e�ta$ t� the%.F(Be���tti v. Baird% 443 U.S. 

662,635.) They Dare %�re vu$�erab$e �r susceptib$e t� … �utside 

pressuresF tha� adu$ts. (R�per v. Si����s (2006) 543 U.S. 551, 

569.) The C�urt has p�i�ted$y ��ted that Ddeve$�p%e�ts i� 

psych�$�gy a�d brai� scie�ce c��ti�ue t� sh�w fu�da%e�ta$ 

differe�ces betwee� Auve�i$e a�d adu$t %i�ds.F (Graha� v. F��rida 

(2012 560 U.S. 48, 68.)  7�re�ver, Dchi$dre� characteristica$$y 

$acH the capacity t� exercise %ature Audg%e�t a�d p�ssess ��$y a� 

i�c�%p$ete abi$ity t� u�dersta�d the w�r$d ar�u�d the%.F(�.D.B. v. 

!�rth Car��i�a (2011) 564 U.S. 261, 273.) The rea$ity is that what 

c�u$d appear s�phisticated rea$$y %ay be the resu$t �f p��r 

ch�ices a�d the i�abi$ity t� weigh c��seque�ces due t� the 

u�derdeve$�ped pre,fr��ta$ c�rtex. 

 Whi$e ��t a Auve�i$e i� a $ega$ se�se 7s. C��treras was Aust 

18 years �$d whe� br�ught i�t� GuiBar,Cue$$ar’s cri%i�a$ 

e�terprise.  As ��ted i� b�th the PSI a�d the U.S. Se�te�ci�g 

rep�rt 7r. C��treras was threate�ed, beate� a�d pr�vided drugs by 

a %a� fiftee� years her se�i�r. As ��ted i� the PIR, D…JaKs a 

resu$t �f the abuse C��treras suffered at the ha�ds �f GuiBar,

Cue$$ar, she experie�ced depressi��, i�s�%�ia, pa�ic attacHs, 

p�st,trau%atic stress dis�rder, a�d f$ashbacHs.  She addressed 

%a�y �f these c��diti��s thr�ugh %e�ta$ hea$th treat%e�t which she 

c�%p$eted i� �a�uary 2021.) 
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 T� her y�uth a�d abuse add that she beca%e preg�a�t by 

GuiBar,Cue$$ar.  S� ��w y�u have a� abused, (physica$$y, sexua$$y 

a�d %e�ta$$y), depressed tee�ager wh� is with chi$d. The� whe� the 

chi$d is b�r� said chi$d bec�%es but a��ther $ever GuiBar,Cue$$ar 

uses t� c��tr�$ C��treras threate�i�g t� taHe the chi$d whe� 

C��treras tries t� $eave.  

 C��treras taHes fu$$ resp��sibi$ities f�r her acti��s, but 

$iHe the �ther y�u�g gir$s she t�� was ch�se� by a predat�r.  It 

is but a thi� $i�e that separates defe�da�t a�d victi% i� this 

case. It is her att�r�ey’s A�b t� re%i�d the C�urt that she was 

da%aged a�d 18. 

 

  V. C��C�USI�� 

 

 Base �� the f�reg�i�g 7s. C��treras requests this c�urt t� 

se�te�ce her t� ti%e served.  

          

               
                                 
       >>>>>>>?S?>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
           �acH G�rd��   
        Att�r�ey f�r Defe�da�t 
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