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BE | T REMEMBERED, that on Wednesday, the 10th
day of Decenber, 2025, conmmencing at the hour of 10:08
a.m thereof, at Hanson Bridgett, LLP, 500 Capitol Mall,
Suite 1500, Sacranmento, California, before me, Linda J.
Hart, a Certified Shorthand Reporter, in and for the
County of Sacramento, State of California, there
personal |y appeared

PAUL H M TCHELL,
called, as a witness, by the Plaintiffs, who, being by
me first duly sworn, was thereupon exam ned and
interrogated as hereinafter set forth:

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Good norning. Here begins
medi a nunber one of the deposition of Paul Mtchell,
Volume 1 in the matter of David Tangpia, et al. versus
Gavin Newsom et al., verse -- scratch verse.

This case is in the United States District
Court for the Central District of California and the
case nunber is 2:25-cv-10616-JLS- W.H KKL.

Today's date is Decenber 10th, 2025 and the
tinme is 10: 08 a. m

This deposition is taking place at Hanson
Bridgett, LLP, 500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1500, Sacranento,
California. The videographer is N cholas Coulter,
appearing on behalf of Array Legal Services.

Woul d counsel please identify yoursel ves and

Www. trustarray. com
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state whom you represent?

M5. HAM LL: Julie HamIl, the United States
of Aneri ca.

MR. MEUSER: Mark Meuser, Dhillon Law G oup on
behal f of the plaintiff.

MR WOODS: dinton Wods fromthe California
Department of Justice on behalf of the State defendants.

MR. CREEN: David Geen with the California
Departnent of Justice, also on behalf of the State
entities.

MR. ZARONE: Jake Zarone, Hansen Bridgett, on
behal f of M. Mtchell.

MR MANOLIUS: Ki non Manolius, the sane.

M5. MADDURI: This is Lali Madduri fromElias
Law G- oup on behalf of the Denocratic Congressional
Canpai gn Conmittee, and I will by joined by ny
col | eague, Chri st opher Dodge.

MR. deNEVERS: Oion deNevers, Arnold and
Porter, on behalf of the LULAC defendants.

M5. FERNANDEZ- GOLD: Sofiya Fernandez- Gol d,
Denocracy Defenders, on behalf of defendant intervenor
LULAC.

MR. OSETE: Jesus Osete for the plaintiff
intervenor United States of Anerica.

MR. RIVERA: Thomas Rivera on behal f of
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def endant intervenor LULAC

MR COLOMBO. M chael Col onbo on behal f of
plaintiffs.

THE WTNESS: They keep popping out, there's
nore and nore of them

MR AULISI: Domnic Aulisi on behalf of
plaintiffs.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Woul d the reporter please
swear in the wtness?

THE REPORTER: Good norning. M nane is Linda
Hart, Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 4357, fromL. J.
Hart & Associ ates, appearing on behalf of Array
Reporti ng.

Can | ask you to raise your right hand,
pl ease?

Do you solemmly swear to tell the truth, the
whol e truth, and nothing but the truth in this matter
now pendi ng?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

THE REPORTER  Go ahead.

M5. HAM LL: Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON
By: JULIE HAM LL, Attorney at Law, counsel on behalf of
the Plaintiffs:

MR, MANOLIUS: Do you want them up on the
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screen or --

MR. MEUSER If we could, |ess delaying right
NOW.

M5. HAMLL: Is it okay to proceed while we're
wor ki ng that out?

MR MANOLI US: Yeah, of course. | had sent
you the nunber, | think.

MR, MEUSER Well, | sent you the Zoomt hat
they are working off of it --

MR. MANOLI US: Okay.

MR. MEUSER: -- so what you have got there is
your Zoom and what they, you know, what he's working off
is the official Zoomso --

MR. MANOLIUS: Do you have the other Zoom
nunber ?

THE WTNESS: Looks |like she's doing
sonet hi ng.

M5. HAMLL Q@ If it's okay if we could start.
A Go for it.

Q Ckay. Thank you for being here today.

A O course.

Q You' re obviously a very popul ar person,

M. Mtchell.

A And | can't confirmor deny that.

Q Have you had your deposition taken before?
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A Once.
Q When was t hat?
A | can't -- | don't know the exact year.
Q Ten, 20 years ago?
MR, MANOLIUS: If you know.
THE W TNESS: Ten-i sh.
M5. HAMLL @ Ckay. And what was the case
about ?
A The case was about a CVRA case in Santa
Clarita somewhere.
Q Do you renenber the case nane?
A No.
Q Santa Clarita, California Voting R ghts Act
case?
A Yeah. | believe it was a school district, a
community college district or sonething |Iike that.
Q Were you an expert w tness?
A No.
Q Were you a percipient wtness?
A | don't know the term nol ogy.
Q Did you draw naps in that case?
A | did an analysis jurisdiction.
Q Okay. Wio did you do the analysis for?
A | don't recall the exact client.
Q So you had your deposition taken before,
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probably a long tine ago, you probably need a little
refresher.

A Pl ease.

Q | "' m sure your counsel explained to you how
this is going to go. W're not in a courtroom but

you' re under oath and so everything that you say here is
under penalty of perjury.

W're going to try to talk slow or speak
slowy so that the court reporter can get down
everything that is said.

(Zoominterruption.)

Let's try not to talk over each other and then
when you answer ny questions, please use words |ike
"yes" or "no," instead of sounds like, "Uh-huh, huh-uh,"
or a nod or a shake of the head.

Does that make sense?

A Yes.
Q Perfect. Okay. 1'mgoing to ask you
gquestions. Your attorney is going to object.

| al so understand that your attorney intends
to instruct you not to answer on the grounds of
privilege for certain questions.

Unl ess your attorney instructs you not to
answer, you nust answer ny questions.

A (Wtness noddi ng head.)
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Q kay. Is there any reason why you can't give
your best testinony today?

A No. | do have a little bit of a cold, but
that shouldn't inmpair me. | have sone cough drops.

Q Are you taking any nedication that would

i npede your ability to recall events?

A No.

Q And as the map drawer in this case, | suspect
the Judicial Panel is going to have questions for you
next week at the prelimnary injunction hearing.

Are you willing to come down to Los Angel es
next week to testify at the prelimnary injunction
hearing in this case?

A | haven't made a deci sion.

MR. MANOLIUS: Yeah, objection. He's not
under subpoena, so he doesn't need to answer that now
for that proceeding.

MR WOODS: 1'd also object that it calls for
a |l egal concl usion.

M5. HAMLL Q@ | was just asking if you would
be willing to cone down to testify during the
prelimnary injunction hearing next week in this case?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objections. Al of them

MR WOODS:  Sane.

THE W TNESS: ( Shruggi ng shoul ders.)
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M5. HAMLL Q@ Is that a "yes" or a "no"?

A | amnot wlling to commt to anything.
Q Umw lling to commt to anything?

A Thank you.

Q And are you avail abl e next Monday?

MR. MANOLI US: (bjection, vague. For what?

THE WTNESS: | don't know.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Do you have any travel or work
obl i gations schedul ed for next Mnday?

A | don't know.

MR. MANOLI US: (bjection. Relevance.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And woul d you be avail able for
remote video testinony, if not available to travel to
Los Angel es next week?

MR, MANOLIUS: Sane objection.

MR. WOODS:  Joi n.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Yes or no?

A | don't know.

Q You don't know? And you live in Sacranento,

which is nore than 100 mles away from Los Angeles; is

t hat correct?

A Yes.

Q When did you first |earn about this case?
MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection. Vague. As to what?
THE WTNESS: Could you clarify?
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M5. HAMLL @ Do you know why we're here
t oday?
A Yes. You nean, the lawsuit? | first |earned
about the lawsuit when, | don't know, | don't know the
exact date, whenever it first popped up.
Q Was it before you received your subpoena?
A Yes.
Q How | ong before your subpoena?
A | don't recall.
Q Did you learn about it the day that it was
filed?
MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for
specul ati on.
THE WTNESS: | don't have that information.
(Reporter clarification.)
MR. MANOLIUS: Sure. Sorry about that.
M5. HAMLL Q So | don't want you to guess or
specul ate, but | amentitled to your best estimates.
A My best estimate is that | would have known
when it was publicized in the news, but | wouldn't have
had know edge about it before then.
Q So you' ve known about it since Novenber?
MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation. He's already said he doesn't know.
THE WTNESS: | don't recall the exact date.
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| wouldn't know. | mean, if that's when the case was --
you apparently know the date that it was filed, so
whenever the date it was filed or whenever it was
publicized in the news, I'mup-to-date in the news, so
whenever it was filed in the news is when | would have
known about it.

M5. HAMLL @ And so when | say the phrase

"Prop 50 map," do you understand what |'mreferring to?
A Yes.
Q And what is your understanding of that?
A It is the map that was approved by voters on
t he ballot on the Novenber el ection.
Q kay.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 1

was marked for identification.)

M5. HAMLL Q Oay. | am marking as
Exhibit 1 the subpoena to Paul Mtchell to testify at a
deposition in a civil action. This was dated for a
Decenber 5th appearance and it was issued on
Novenber 26th, and all the counsel on the line received
a copy of this via e-mail.

Have you seen this docunent before? Your
counsel --

A This | ooks |i ke a document | received.

Q And when did you receive it?
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A | don't recall the exact date | received it.
It was on two different dates.

Q You recei ved a subpoena on two different
dat es?
A Yes.
Q Wen? Do you know what dates?
A Maybe tw ce on one day.
Q Ckay.
A Two different servings, specifically.
Q | amgoing to mark as Exhibit 2 the proof of
servi ce of subpoena.
(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 2
was marked for identification.)
THE WTNESS: No, |I'mnot 5-foot-7 inches.
(Reporter clarification.)
THE WTNESS: | object to being 5-foot-7
inches in this declaration.
M5. HAMLL @ And how tall --
MR. WOODS: (bject to that characterization.
THE WTNESS: 180 pounds. Mark, you can be
bad.
MR MEUSER: | didn't do that. | didn't do
t hat .
MS. HAM LL Q And how tall are you,
M. Mtchell?
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A l"'m 5" 10".
Q And do you live at 545 W1 haggin Drive?
A Yes.
Q Have you seen this docunment before?
A No.
Q We'll mark as Exhibit 3 subpoena to testify at
a deposition in a civil action, and this is with a date
of Decenber 10th, 2025, which is today's date.
(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 3
was nmarked for identification.)
MR. WOODS: Sorry, counsel. Shouldn't he be
referring to the exhibits that you' re marking, rather
t han the counsel copy?
M5. HAM LL: Sure.
MR, WOODS: That's just --
M5. HAM LL: If that's how you want to play.
Q Have you seen this docunent before,
M. Mtchell?
A Yes, | believe so.
Q And is this the docunent that reflects the
nmeeting |location and the tine of the deposition today?
A Yes, it does |ook Iike that.
Q kay. And can you | ook down to the second
check mark on this docunent is for production. Have you
seen this before?
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MR. MANOLI US: The check mark?

M5. HAMLL Q@ The section of the docunent
t hat says "production” and the text that foll ows.
A |"ve seen sonething that | ooks like this, yes.
Q kay. So it says, "Your files, including,
without Iimtation, all correspondence, nenoranda,
anal yses, reports, tables, figures, charts, invoices,
slide decks, talking points, electronic maps and data
files, and other docunents relating to your conception,
drafting, revision, analysis, or presentation of the
California congressional map placed on the Novenber 2025
bal |l ot as Proposition 50."

Have you seen that before?
A Yes.
Q And did you endeavor to find the docunents
requested in this subpoena?

MR. MANOLIUS: (Qnjection. Attorney-client
privilege. Don't answer the question.

M5. HAMLL: So you won't tell me if you
| ooked for the documents.

MR MANOLIUS: | amtelling you that we have,
hi s counsel has been engaged in a search for docunents.

M5. HAM LL: Thank you.

MR. MANOLIUS: | also note that we issued an

objection very late |last evening or |late after the
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m dnight with regard to that.

THE REPCRTER: \When you mark the exhibits
don't cover up any witing with the sticker.

M5. HAMLL @ So you are the owner of
Redi stricting Partners, LLC, correct?

A Yes.

Q And you're al so the agent for service?

A | don't know what that term neans.

Q And Redistricting Partners principal address
is your home; correct?

A It's either my hone or nmy accountant's office.
| don't know which one.

Q And Liz Stitt serves as chief admnistrative
officer and senior line drawer with Redistricting
Par t ners?

A No.

MR. MANOLIUS: (Objection. Vague as to tine.
You can answer.

THE WTNESS: She is in England right now, so
she left our -- she left as an enployee in sonetine in
the sumrer. | don't know exactly when.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And she does contract work for
you; correct?

A No. Right now she's working in England, so
she doesn't have an enpl oynent contract with us of any
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ki nd.
Q Have you worked with Ms. Stitt at all on the
Proposition 50 maps?
MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Legislative
privilege. You don't have to answer. Don't answer.
M5. HAMLL Q@ So you're asserting a
| egislative privilege to the question of whether Liz
Stitt worked with you at all on the Proposition 50 maps?
MR MANOLIUS: He is not, | am Actually, let
me correct that.
You can certainly ask if she was in
communi cation wwith M. Mtchell regarding this project.
| believe the answer is no, but you can ask that
question and he'll answer.
THE WTNESS: Yes. Sorry. Yes, she was.
M5. HAMLL Q So Liz Stitt was in
comuni cation with you regarding this project --
A Yes.
Q -- which nmeans the Proposition 50 maps?
A Yes.
Q Are there any ot her nmenbers of the
Redi stricting Partners teanf
MR. MANOLIUS: O any kind?
M5. HAMLL Q Let's say fromJuly 2025 to the

present.
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MR. MANOLI US: Okay.
THE WTNESS: Can | ask you a clarification?
M5. HAMLL Q Yes, you nay.
A kay. So the fact is Liz -- Redistricting
Partners has no enpl oyees, Liz Stitt was the |ast
enpl oyee, so when you say Redistricting Partners' team
can you clarify what you nean by that?
Q Have you heard of Evan MLaughlin?
A Yes.
Q And Joe Arnmenta?
A Yes.
Q And Jacob Thomas Fi sher?
A Thonpson.
Q Thonpson- Fi sher ?
A Yes.
Q St acey Reardon?
A Yes.
Q And t hose people worked with you to help you
draw maps?
MR, MANOLI US: (bjection, conpound. You can
answer .
MR WOODS: Vague.
THE WTNESS: Do you want to split out the
people a little bit? The first three do, but Stacey
Reardon didn't help draw any nmaps.
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M5. HAMLL @ And did you direct their work?
A Yes.

Q Sois it fair to say that you drew the Prop 50
maps?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
information that's privileged under the |egislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And in asserting that
| egislative privilege, | need to understand the
ci rcunst ances under which you're asserting it. So were
you under contract with the California Legislature to
draw t he Proposition 50 maps?

MR, MANOLI US: (Objection, vague as to tine.

M5. HAMLL Q Ever, at any tine.

A No.
Q Were you under contract with any particul ar
| egislator to draw the Proposition 50 maps?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Vague as to "under
contract.” You nean, in a paid capacity? |s that what
you' re aski ng?

M5. HAM LL: Under any contract, paid or
unpai d.

MR. WOODS: (bjection. Calls for a |egal
conclusion. You can answer, if you can.

MR, MANOLI US: And vague.
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THE WTNESS: | don't know what an unpaid
contract means, so if you're saying was | -- | was not
pai d by anybody in the Legislature to draw the map.

M5. HAMLL Q@ D d you have an agreenment with
sonmeone in the Legislature to draw the Proposition 50
maps?

MR. MANOLIUS: (Qbjection. Vague as to the
term "agreenent."”

THE WTNESS: |If you can define that.

MS5. HAMLL Q You want ne to define
"agreenent"?

A Well, | mean, is agreenent a direction or is
agreenent a passive, you're the one doing it.

Q Did anyone in the Legislature ask you to draw
the Proposition 50 maps?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
information that's protected under the |l egislative
privilege. Don't answer.

M5. HAM LL: Can you pl ease explain to nme on
what grounds M. Mtchell is invoking this privilege?
He is not a nenber of the Legislature, so | amvery
confused as to how this applies to his work.

MR MANOLIUS: |'ve read the cases, so no,
amnot going to explain it here or we've nade our

obj ecti on.
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M5. HAM LL: There's -- we are entitled to a
factual explanation of how this privilege would even
remotely apply to this work. W don't have any
understanding that M. Mtchell was working for the
Legislature, is a legislator or would be in any way
entitled to invoke this privilege.

MR. MANOLIUS: We disagree with you. He is --
his, his work went to the Legislature, and so in that
regard the providers of that work and of any coments to
himare -- their cormments are protected under the
| egislative privilege to the Legi sl ature.

M5. HAM LL: The comments. kay.

Q When did your work go to the Legislature?

MR. MANOLI US: Qbjection, vague. |If you know.

THE WTNESS: | think that there's different
ways to characterize the process of going to the
Legi sl ature, either the public, there was at sone date,
| don't recall exactly the date, the DCCC submtted it
the through the portal in official capacity was sent to
the Legislature at that point. |If there's further
guestions aside fromthat --

M5. HAMLL @ So your counsel sent an e-nai
about one o'clock this norning asserting that you wll
not testify about your work on the maps starting

July 2nd. And so |I'mtrying to understand the
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significance of this date, if you submtted the maps to
the Legislature, the DCCC submitted the maps to the
Legi sl ature August 15t h.

MR, MANOLIUS: Okay. So objection, |acks
foundati on, but you can certainly talk about July 2nd.
THE WTNESS: That was a neeting with the
chief of staff and the speaker on a bike ride.
M5. HAMLL Q@ D d you catch that?
A It was a neeting with the chief of staff and
t he speaker.
Q You're a fast talker.
A So sorry.
Q It's okay for ne.
A Yeah. Yeah.
Q But we need to slowit down so that the court
reporter can make a clear record.
A Yeah.
Q So you on July 2nd, you had a neeting with the
chief of staff of the speaker. Is it Rivas?
A Rivas's chief of staff.
Q Rivas's chief of staff on July 2nd, and you
didn't enter into a contract?
MR. WOODS: (bjection. Calls for a |egal
concl usi on.
MR, MANOLIUS: And al so vague as to tine.
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M5. HAMLL Q You didn't enter into an
agr eenment ?
MR. MANOLI US: Same thing.
MR. WOODS: Sane obj ections.
M5. HAMLL @ And we're pretending that we
don't know what "agreenent" nmeans?
A | don't know if agreenent neans understandi ng
or agreenent neans a service that I'mrequired or
obligated to perform
Q How about an under st andi ng?
A Yes, an under st andi ng.
Q An under standi ng on July 2nd that you woul d be
undertaking to draw the Prop 50 maps?
MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Msstates his
testinony. You can answer.
THE WTNESS: You nmay state that | would draw
maps.
M5. HAMLL Q@ That you woul d draw maps?
A (Wtness noddi ng head.)
Q What ki nd of nmaps?
A St at ewi de congressi onal maps.
Q And so that understandi ng was reached on
July 2nd?
(Wtness noddi ng head.)
Is that correct?
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THE REPORTER  Your answer?

THE W TNESS:. Yes.

M5. HAMLL Q So you |isted a nunber of
people earlier. You listed Evan MLaughlin, Joe
Arnmenta, Jacob Thonpson-Fi sher.

Was t here anyone el se involved in drawi ng the
maps?

MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection. Lacks foundation
and calls for speculation. You nean, at Redistricting
Partners or anywhere el se?

M5. HAMLL Q Wth respect to your work on
t he proposition 50 maps, was there anyone el se invol ved
on your teanf
A Team bei ng an abstract termof, like, all the
former enpl oyees of Redistricting Partners that m ght
have cone together to help draw this, whether they were
paid or not?

Q Yes.

A Dani el Lopez. |I'mnot trying to play hide the
ball on anything, but | can't recall other nanes, but
there m ght have been sonebody el se that kind of the
extended team that had sone input at sonme point. Those
are the ones that cone to mnd. |f another one cones to
mnd, | can tell you later, so --

Q And can you wal k nme through the process of
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drawi ng the Proposition 50 maps?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for
information that's protected under the Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL @ Wat factors did you consider
while you were drawi ng the Proposition 50 nmaps?

MR. MANOLI US: Sane objections. Don't answer.

M5. HAM LL Q@ Wat was your nethodol ogy that
you used to draw the Proposition 50 nmaps?

MR. MANOLI US: Sane objection. Don't answer
t he questi on.

M5. HAMLL Q Wat redistricting platformdo
you use?

MR. MANOLI US: QObjection. Vague as to tine.

MS. HAM LL: At any tine.

MR. MANOLIUS: Is that like a -- you nean
i ke, conmputer progran? | amjust not very techie.

M5. HAMLL Q@ 1'll ask the witness. Do you
under stand what | nean when | say --

A (Wtness nodding head.) Yes, | understand.

M5. MANOLIUS: Okay. | amsorry.

M5. HAM LL: There's no instruction not to
answer .

MR MANOLI US: You can answer.

THE WTNESS: There are nmultiple progranms we
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use. One the primary prograns we use is kind of an

i n-house program | alnost couldn't really define it,
but Maptitude is one of the other prograns that we use,
QE@S. W have at tinmes had enpl oyees use State

redi strictings app, just because it's easy and
accessible to experinment with sonething. And then, of
course, normal prograns: Excel, Access, database
prograns, Tabl eau.

Q Do you have a favorite progranf

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Vague as to reason,
but --

THE WTNESS: It depends on the use. M
favorite programis probably our internal programthat
allows us to produce maps qui ckly.

M5. HAMLL Q Is that sonmething that is
proprietary to you, it's sonmething you created?

A Absol utely, created it from scratch.
Q Is it simlar to a Maptitude or to a Dave's
redi stricting map?

MR. MANOLI US: (bjection, vague. o ahead.

THE WTNESS: It -- if you have seen
Redi stricting Partners' naps, they have a certain | ook
to them They all look the same. It's the programthat
does that, it's the programthat nmakes the maps froma

shapefil e.
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M5. HAMLL Q Okay. Does it have a nanme?

A Syzygy.

Q Syzygy.

A Sorry.

Q How do you spell that?

A S-y-z-y-g-y. |Is that correct?

Q Is sounds a little like KIWSI; you know it
when you see it?

A You know it -- no, there you go. No.

Syzygy is sonme obscure word that Jacob
Thonpson-Fi sher liked and so that's what he calls it.

Q So what data was available to you while you
were drawi ng the Proposition 50 map?

MR. MANOLIUS: Sane objection. Don't answer
t he questi on.

M5. HAMLL: And just to clarify, you're
objecting on the grounds of |egislative privilege?

MR MANOLIUS: Yes, | amsorry. Yes,
| egi sl ative privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q And what inputs go into the
data that you use or went into the data that you used to
draw t he Proposition 50 maps?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. | instruct you
not to answer.

M5. HAM LL Q@ \Were do you get your data when
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you're drawi ng maps?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Vague as to what
maps when

M5. HAMLL Q@ There's no instruction.
A Oh.

MR. MANOLIUS: As a general nmanner.

THE WTNESS: It depends on the client.

In California, the law requires you to use the
st at ew de dat abase.

In other states, we use just raw census. And
then if we were | ooking at other data for other
pur poses, there's other sources.

| amvice president of a conpany called
Political Data, so we don't really use that data nmuch at
all, but if we were, we would use that for ny other
conpany.

M5. HAMLL Q Is that PD?
A Uh- huh

THE REPORTER: Yes?

THE WTNESS: Yes, it is. Sorry.

M5. HAM LL: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: And |I'msure there are other
sources, like, there's -- | forget the nane. There's a
national redistricting data set that use public, other
public sources of data.
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M5. HAMLL Q@ And in California, do you
produce the political data or do you buy it?

MR. MANOLI US: Objection. Vague as to tine
and under what circunstance. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: Wen | use political data, the
two main sources would be the statew de database and the
ot her source woul d be PDI

M5. HAMLL Q@ And the statew de database is
free; correct?

A Yes.
Q Do you use consuner data?

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection, vague. As a general
matter.

THE WTNESS: No, | have never used consumer
data in a redistricting project that | recall.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Does any of the data that you
use have racial assunptions built in?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Vague as to when
and under what circunstances and what project.

THE WTNESS: Could you clarify "racia
assunptions,” what you nean by that?

M5. HAMLL Q Does it have a neaning to you
when | say "racial assunptions"?

A That seens nore overly broad, potentially.
The data that | use includes data on race, if that's
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what you' re aski ng.
Q Okay. And what does that |ook Iike?

MR. MANOLI US: Again, vague as to tinme and
proj ect .

THE WTNESS: Generally, census data is in two
parts. You have geography and you have data, mneaning
t he counts, and so the data would | ook |ike nunbers
assi gned to geographies, and then when those two are
pai red together you can use that in redistricting.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And so do you work with CVAP
for certain racial groups and input that into geography,
general | y?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Vague as to tine
and project. If -- | guess, at any tine.

THE WTNESS: In general, we use the CVAP data
that's adjusted by the statew de database, consuner
adj usted dataset, and that's updated nost recent dataset
we woul d be using at any tine.

M5. HAMLL Q And the adjusted is to
elimnate the prison population; is that right?

A The prison popul ation reallocation.

Q kay.

A It doesn't elimnate the prison population, it
just noves theminto different census bl ock groups.

Q Ch, it does?
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A Yeah. So, like, if sonme place has 120 peopl e,
but the prison popul ati on says four people were |iving
there when they were arrested, it now has 124 peopl e.

Q Oh, interesting.

A Yeah, that's the reallocation

Q Do you ever disaggregate election results from
precincts and match themto census bl ocks?

MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection. Vague. | don't
under st and the questi on.

MR WOCDS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: Basically, | can talk? Yes.

M5. HAMLL Q How do you do that?

A It's technical, but, generally, what you do is
you take a precinct and you di saggregate that precinct
data down to the census bl ocks based on a wei ghting.

Otentinmes the weighting is how many people
are in those census bl ocks or how nuch -- what the CVAP
total population is in that census bl ock or what the
total voter count is --

(Reporter clarification.)

-- in that census block. So if we had a
hundred votes cast and we needed to assign it to five
census bl ocks and every census bl ock had 20 people, then
we woul d assign |like that.

| f every census bl ock had one-fifth of the
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popul ation, we would assign it |ike that.

However, if one census block had a half of the
popul ati on, one census block had a third of the
popul ati on, the next census block had a sixth of the
popul ati on and the other two were blank, we would then
not assign votes to this blank census bl ocks, we would
assign the votes to the popul ated census bl ocks at the
appropriate ratio of the weighted field. So that is a
techni cal answer.

Q Does vote by nmil inpact your data in
California any way?

MR. WOODS: (Obj ection. Anmbiguous.

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Vague as to tine
and project.

THE WTNESS: One critical way that vote by
mai | can inpact is that when counties report both by
mail data in election results separately fromthe total
votes cast in one area, there was an el ection maybe
goi ng back, like, 2008 where sone counties didn't
report, like, there wasn't the total vote but there was
the vote by nmail vote, things |ike that.

There were irregularities. That's the only
kind of thing. GCenerally, we just go with the total
vote layer, as long as it's there, and with the

exception of one very strange old election result,
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there's, it's always been fine. W don't worry. The
vote by mail doesn't inpact it.

M5. HAMLL Q@ So we received sonme docunents
fromthe DCCC, which is a party in this case. Are you
famliar with the DCCC?

A Yes.
Q Okay. And in these docunents they shared sone
comuni cati ons between you and people with the DCCC

Have you seen those docunents?

A No.

Q Have you been in contact with the |awers for
t he DCCC?

A Not that |'m aware of.

Q And so in these comruni cations, they represent
that the DCCC |iked the Proposition 50 map that you
drew. And so I'm wondering, was there a request for
proposals fromthe DCCC for the Proposition 50 map?

MR. MANOLIUS: pjection. Lacks foundation

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

MR. MANOLIUS: Vague as to tinme. And | am not
sure what you nean by like it, but you can answer.

THE WTNESS: Um could you repeat the
guestion?

M5. HAMLL Q Was there a request for

pr oposal s?
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A No.

Q There was no request for proposals fromthe
DCCC for a Prop 50 map?

A No. And a suggestion would be that we didn't
know what Prop 50 was when we were drawi ng the nmaps, so
you m ght --

M5. HAMLL Q Gkay. That's a good
clarification to nake, because early when | said, when
was trying to sort of establish what we're going to be
di scussing, when | talk about the Proposition 50 map |I'm
al so tal king about the maps that you drew to get there,
because nobody knew it was called Prop 50 until it
actually got to the ballot; right?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, |acks foundation. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: Further, we didn't know we were
doing a ball ot neasure, necessarily --

M5. HAMLL Q@ Ckay.

A -- or even doing a map that would be real,
necessarily.

Q Because it started off as a bluff; correct?
A (Wtness noddi ng head.)

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
information that is protected by the |egislative

privilege. Don't answer the question.
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M5. HAMLL @ Ckay. So let nme rephrase. Ws
there a request for proposals fromthe DCCC to draw a
new congressional map for California in the sumrer of
20257

MR MANOLIUS: To M. Mtchell?

M5. HAMLL Q@ No. Just a request for
proposal s i ssued that you were aware of.

MR MANOLI US: Oh.

THE WTNESS: OCh, | amnot aware of that at
all .

M5. HAMLL Q Was there a request for
proposals fromthe State of California to draw a new
congressional map for the State of California in the
summer of 20257

MR. MANOLIUS: To the extent conmunications
were with the Legislature, then we will assert the
| egislative privilege. Don't answer the question.

| f there's sonebody el se made a request of
you, you can answer.

THE W TNESS: Nobody nade a request to ne in
an official capacity in a way |like a request for
proposal. Sorry to go fast.

Nobody -- let nme revise that. | never saw a
request for proposal to draw maps fromany entity.

M5. HAMLL Q How did you end up in
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conmuni cation with the DCCC regarding this map that

becanme the Prop 50 map?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Lacks foundation,

calls for speculation and vague as to tinme. Go ahead.

pl ease?

THE WTNESS: Could you repeat the question

M5. HAM LL: Would you mind repeating it for

THE W TNESS: So sorry.

(Wher eupon the record was read as
follows: "Question: How did you

end up in conmunication with the

DCCC regarding this map that

becane the Prop 50 nap?")

MR, WOODS: (Qbjection. Lacks foundation.
MR. MANOLIUS: | renew ny objection
THE W TNESS: | honestly don't recall
THE REPORTER  Your answer agai n?

THE WTNESS: | don't recall

THE REPORTER: Thank you.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 4

was marked for identification.)

M5. HAMLL Q@ | ammarking for identification

as Exhibit 4 the DCCC Responses to Plaintiffs' First Set

of Interrogatories.
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Have you seen this docunent before?

A No.

Q | want to direct your attention to page one.
Take a minute to reviewit.

A kay.

MR. MANOLI US: The whol e page?

M5. HAM LL: Yes.

MR, MANOLI US: Ckay.

THE WTNESS: So interrogatory nunber one, the
words here, that neans that's what they were asked?

MR. MANOLIUS: Yeah. The way it works is a
guestion and a response.

THE W TNESS: The response. All right.

MR, MANOLIUS: And we are stopping at the
bott om of the page --

M5. HAM LL: Yes.

MR. MANOLI US: -- because the response
continues to line 16 on page two.

M5. HAMLL @ And if you'd prefer to review
the entire response to interrogatory nunber one that
continues on the next page, feel free to do that.

A kay.

MR, MANOLIUS: We'll just start with the first
part.

THE WTNESS: Gkay. | stopped at the bottom
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of one.

M5. HAMLL Q Okay. And so if you | ook at
page one, line 19, the sentence that begins in the
m ddl e of line 19 says, "The DCCC reviewed an initial
draft of the map for the first time on August 3rd,
2025," and called that, "The draft map." And then it
says, "DCCC liked the draft map."

Do you see that?

A Yes.
Q Does that refresh your recoll ection about how
you first got in touch with the DCCC regardi ng the map?

MR, MANOLIUS: Qbjection. Vague as to tine,
| acks foundation. You can answer what you know.

THE WTNESS: No, it doesn't refresh ny
menory, because the question here is about when they
first saw t he map

M5. HAMLL Q@ D d you provide a copy of the
map to the DCCC on August 3rd?

A | have no reason to disbelieve what they have
witten, but | don't recall.

Q Can you please turn to the next page --

A (Wtness conplied.)

Q -- and review the second part of the DCCC s
response to interrogatory nunber one?

A The first paragraph?
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MR. MANOLIUS: Through line 16, | think she
sai d.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Correct. Thank you
A Ckay.
Q Yes.
Q Ckay. So according to DCCC in these
interrogatory responses, they |ooked at a draft map that
you drew on August 3rd and then they recommended sone
changes to it, and then August 14th is when your revised
map was submtted to the State Legi sl ature.

Does that reflect your recollection of how
this all transpired?

MR. MANOLI US: Qbjection, conpound.

M5. MADDURI: (Objection, to the extent you're
m sstating the docunent.

MR. MANOLIUS: And let nme add objection, |acks
foundation, calls for specul ation.

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

M5. MADDURI: Join. Yes. This is Lal
Madduri and | represent the DCCC

THE REPORTER: Thank you.

M5. HAM LL: Is there --

MR. MANOLIUS: Can you read the question back?
| amsorry. | lost track

(Wher eupon the record was read as
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follows: "Question: Ckay. So

according to DCCC in these

interrogatory responses, they

| ooked at a draft map that you

drew on August 3rd and then they

recommended sone changes to it,

and then August 14th is when your

revised map was submtted to the

State Legi sl ature.

Does that reflect your

recol |l ection of how this al

transpired?")

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Lacks foundation,
calls for speculation, and as to the substance of the
any changes, | instruct you not to answer under
| egi sl ative privilege.

THE WTNESS: | think you m sstated your
guestion. You neant August 15th. You said August 14th
for the map being submtted to the Legislature.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Onh, thank you. You're right.
So what happened - -

A To that, to that August 15th, | am aware of
that date. To the rest of the dates, |I'mjust trusting
that the DCCC is correct. | don't recall.

Q Ckay. Thank you.
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A | s that okay?
Q Do you recall making changes to the map after
August 3rd of 20257

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Legislative
privilege and instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And what changes were nade to
the map between August 3rd and August 14th of 20257

MR, MANOLIUS: Sane objections. Don't answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ D d you bring a copy of your
August 3rd version of the map with you today?

A (Wtness shaking head.) No.

Q Did you bring any data files for the
August 3rd map?

A No.

MR, MANOLIUS: And, again, just to point out,
our objection covered this nmaterial.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And what considerations did you
make when deci di ng which of the DCCC s proposed changes
to incorporate in the map?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objections. | instruct
you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q D d you consider race at all in
reviewi ng the proposed changes fromthe DCCC and naki ng
changes to the map?

MR, MANOLIUS: Sane objections. | instruct
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you not to answer under |egislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q Isn't it true that the changes
you made after August 3rd and before August 14th were
designed to preserve a racial quota or a racial target
in certain districts in the Proposition 50 map?

MR. MANOLI US: Sane objections. | amgoing to
add | acks foundation, calls for speculation, and |
instruct you not to answer under |egislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL @ Can you wal k nme through all of
t he changes that you nade between the draft map on
August 3rd and the submtted map on August 14t h?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for a
narrative and al so | acks foundation, and | instruct you
not to answer due to legislative privilege.

M5. HAM LL Q@ \Wat people and groups were you
talking to during this period of time as you were naking
changes to the map after August 3rd?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Lacks foundation.
You can certainly ask himwho he tal ked to, but not the
pur pose of the comunication, so with that understanding
if you tal ked to anybody about it you can tell counsel
who. And just for the tinme period, just to nake sure,
okay, August 3rd to 14th?

M5. HAM LL: Correct.

MR, MANOLIUS: Sorry. Thank you. And, again,
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the two dates, the 3rd through the 14th or 15th.

THE WTNESS: 1In all honesty, | don't recal
for those particul ar dates of exactly who | woul d have
talked to during those tinmes beyond the Redistricting
Partners' staff.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Can you give nme your best
estimate generally within that rough tine period of who
you were talking to when you were maki ng changes to the
map?

MR. MANOLI US: Again, |acks foundation with
regard to the nmaki ng changes to the nap as being
associated wth any specific conversation.

Wth that understanding and w thout
underm ning |l egislative privilege, you can answer who
you recall talking to during that tine period about
redi stricting.

THE WTNESS: Can | ask ny attorney a
guestion? | don't know how this works.

MR. MANOLIUS: No, you can't. | nean, | would
| ove you to, but no, you can't.

THE WTNESS: Um | spoke to Redistricting
Partners' staff during this period of time, probably
spoke to my wife a few tines.

During this period of tine, | believe that was

when | spoke with Dustin Corcoran, a friend of m ne,

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

10: 52: 52
10: 52: 56
10: 52: 59
10: 53: 05
10:53: 10
10:53: 10
10:53: 11
10:53: 15
10:53: 18
10:53: 18
10:53: 20
10:53: 23
10: 53: 26
10:53: 29
10: 53: 34
10: 53: 37
10: 53: 39
10: 53: 40
10:53: 41
10: 53: 44
10: 53: 47
10: 53: 55
10: 53: 59
10: 54: 03

10: 54: 06


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2 Filed 01/02/26  Page 53 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20334

DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM

Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025 52
just personal friend. There are |egislative staff that
| spoke with. | don't knowif I'"'mallowed to state who
t hose people are.

MR MANOLIUS: You can answer who but not what
you tal ked about.

THE WTNESS: ay. M chael Wagaman, Steve
Omar a.

M5. HAMLL Q And | amsorry. As you're
going through this list --
A Yeah.
Q -- would you mnd sharing with nme the
| egi sl ators, who he worked for, the names of the
| egi sl ator?
A Yeah.

MR, MANOLIUS: If you know.

THE WTNESS: Yeah. And | apologize if I'm
not going to get everybody, I'lIl do ny best to answer.

M5. HAM LL Q@  Sure.
A Steve Omara, the Chief of Staff to Assenbly
Speaker Rivas.

Jason -- | am bl anking, starts with an L,
Little, Lytle, with the chief of staff for the pro tem
of the State Senate.

M chael Wagaman, who is -- works for the
Legi sl ature broadly.
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Jeff Gozzo, G o0-z-z-0, who works for the
Legislature, State Senate, | believe.

Mul ti pl e nenbers of Congress, nmaybe a few
different |egislators, Christopher Cabal don, | ocal
| egi sl ator, Matt Weiner, who used to work for the
congressi onal del egation, staff to nmenbers of Congress,
and | probably told a handful of reporters that I
couldn't talk to them
Q Did you talk to any advocacy groups?

MR. MANOLIUS: During the sane tine period,
August 3rd to August 15th?

M5. HAM LL: Same peri od.

MR. WOODS: (Objection. Vague.

MR. MANOLIUS: Sane objection. And | am
assum ng about what? About redistricting?

THE WTNESS: Do you want to say about the
Prop 50 maps?

M5. HAM LL Q@  Yes.
A Yes. | did talk to a nunber of different
advocacy groups.

MR MANOLIUS: That's it. That's the answer.
The question is whether you had or not.

M5. HAMLL @ Can you list themfor ne?
A Ckay. I'mafraid that | mght not be

conpr ehensi ve --
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Q Sur e.
A -- but 1 can do ny best.

During that period of time prior to the maps
bei ngs submitted to the Legislature, | spoke with --
does spoke with nean include, |ike, sending e-mail,
getting an e-mail fron®
Q Yes.

A So | received sone unsolicited e-mails from
di fferent groups.

Q And were these groups attenpting to sway your
actions?

MR. MANOLI US: (Qbj ection.

THE WTNESS: | can't speak to the content.

MR. MANOLIUS: Yeah. That calls for
information that's privileged under the | egislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer. Wit for the
next question.

THE WTNESS: | still haven't answered her
first question.

MR. MANOLI US: Oh, okay.

THE WTNESS: So, NDRC -- do you need what
that stands for? National -- NDRC --

M5. HAM LL Q@ (Shaking head.)

A -- Catalyst California, Asian Law Caucus, OC
Action, Delores Huerta Foundation. [|'mtraveling up and
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1 down the state thinking about different groups up and

2 down the state that I m ght have tal ked to.

3 Bl ack Power Network. GCh, and then |I'd say

4 mul ti pl e denocratic party, |ike, county denocratic

5 party, different counties, so it mght just be an

6 unbrel | a.

7 And to amend ny earlier response about peopl e,
8 | forgot to nention political consultants and poll sters.
9 | amsorry. | forgot that earlier.

10 Q Okay. So according to these DCCC responses to
11 the interrogatories that we have marked as Exhibit 4, on
12 August 14t h the DCCC bought your revised version of the
13 | August 3rd nmap.

14 Does that conport with your recollection of

15 what transpired?

16 MR MANOLIUS: Where is that line --

17 MS. HAMLL: It's on page two --

18 MR. MANOLI US:  Un- huh

19 M5. HAM LL: -- lines 11 to 12.
20 MR. MANOLIUS: Gkay. On the sane day. | have
21 got that. Yeah.
22 THE WTNESS: That aligns with ny
23 under st andi ng.
24 M5. HAMLL Q@ And how much did they pay for
25 it?
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A | think, I nmean, | think I know the answer.
$108, 000.

Q D d anyone el se pay you for the map?

A The -- identifying the structure of the
paynent is for the map was only the DCCC, only the DCCC
paid ne for the map

M5. HAMLL: | amgoing to mark as Exhibit 5 a
docunent entitled, "Political Consulting Agreenent,"”
begins at the bottomw th a Bates stanp of DCCC000183
and goes through DCCC000192.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 5

was marked for identification.)

MR. WOODS: This is five?

MR. MEUSER: This is five.

M5. HAM LL Q@ Have you seen this docunent
bef ore?

A Yes.
Q And what is this docunent?
A This is a contract for services.

And to clarify ny earlier statenent, ny
understanding of clarification, DCCC paid ne for the
map, that was the way that they chose to clarify it.

| believe the other parties to this were
paying for ny services, ny consulting services, so |
don't know how they -- you asked ne how t hey
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characterized it, so that's how |'ve seen it.

DCCC has characterized it as they were paying
me for the map, and I don't know how t he ot her groups
woul d characterize ny -- the agreenent.

Q And t hose ot her groups are the House Majority
PAC - -

A And Jeffries for Congress.

Q -- and Jeffries for Congress. So those two
entities did not pay you for the map?

MR. MANOLIUS: bjection. Calls for
specul ation as to what they were thinking, but you can
gi ve your under st andi ng.

THE WTNESS: The only entity that has clai ned
they paid for the map was the DCCC. | had a contract
for --

M5. HAMLL @ And what was --

A -- services with three different groups
included on this.

Q And what was your understandi ng of your
obl i gation under this agreenent, because | notice it's
| acki ng a scope of work?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for a |egal
concl usi on, but you can give your understandi ng.

THE W TNESS: M understanding of the scope of
work was in two parts. It was early creation of
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potential maps, and then a nore ful some creation of a
final map.

Q And how was that scope of work relayed to you?
MR. MANOLIUS: (bjection. Lacks foundation,
calls for speculation. |1f you know.
THE WTNESS: Through staff.
M5. HAMLL Q@ Through tel ephone calls?
A Yeah, or -- yeah, probably.
Q Is it in witing anywhere?
A | don't think so.
Q And so this political consultant agreenment or
consul ting agreenent says that it's entered into
effective as of July 15th, 2025, so that's 13 days after
that initial July 2nd conversation you said you had with
the chief of staff to Speaker Rivas; correct?
A What page is that on?
MR MANOLIUS: For the instruction?
M5. HAMLL Q | amlooking at the first
par agr aph of the agreenent.
A kay. kay. Then, yes, it does say
July 15t h.
Q Do you recall doing work under this contract
prior to July 15th?
A No.
Q Do you know i f anyone el se submtted maps to
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the legislative portal that was opened on August 14th by
the State Legi sl ature?

A | don't have any personal know edge of if that
happened.

Q Are you aware?

A | know comments were submitted. | don't know
that other maps were subm tted.

Q Is it your understanding that the Legislature
was going to inplenent your map regardl ess of whet her

ot her maps were subm tted?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, |acks foundation. You can answer.

MR, WOODS: Sane objection.

THE WTNESS: | didn't have a witten
agreenent fromthem but | expected that to be the case,
yeah.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Are you aware of the
Legi sl ature considering any other maps from any ot her
peopl e?

MR. MANOLI US: (bjection. Lacks foundation,
calls for speculation. You can answer, if you know.

MR, WOODS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: |'m aware that other people
were -- |I'maware that |egislators were |ooking at other
maps, whether they were maps on Twitter, maps that other
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peopl e were sending to them but | wasn't a part of any
of those discussions.

Q Are you aware of any groups submtting nmaps,
| i ke advocacy groups submtting maps to the Legi sl ature?
A ' m not aware of that.
Q Do you know if the map that was submitted to
the portal on August 14th is the sanme map that went onto
Proposi ti on 507?
A 15th. You keep saying 14th. You nean, 15th.
Q WAs it not submitted to the portal on the
14t h?
A Oh, | think you want to check that.
Q You're right. Thank you, M. Mtchell.
A That's all right.
Q August 15t h.

MR. MANOLIUS: So what's the question again?
| lost it.

M5. HAMLL Q@ I'll rephrase it.

Do you know if the map that was subm tted on
August 15th is the same nap that went to the voters with
Proposition 50? Wre there any changes made between
that map --
A There were changes nade.

MR MANOLIUS: Wait, wait, wait. Objection.
Calls for speculation, |acks foundation. And to the
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extent changes were made in the |legislative process, 1'd
instruct you not to answer under |egislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q@ If changes were nade to the map
that was submtted on August 15th, wouldn't those have
been nade in a public session?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, |acks foundation. |If you know.

THE WTNESS: There were nedia reports that a
map, that the map was changed, so | don't even have to
go into the |legislative process, but there were nedia
reports there were very mnute changes to the nap,
techni cal changes nmade to the nmap before it was put on
t he ball ot.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Do you know what those
techni cal changes were?

MR. MANOLI US: Qbjection. Lacks foundation,
calls for speculation and calls for information that is
protected under the |egislative privilege.

THE WTNESS: Are you telling me not to
answer ?

MR MANOLIUS: Yes, | am Sorry.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Wat did you read about what
t hose techni cal changes were?

MR. MANOLIUS: You nean, public press

account s?
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M5. HAM LL: Yes.

MR. MANOLI US: Conpound question. Calls for
specul ation and | acks foundation, but you can answer
what you saw in the nedia

THE WTNESS: 1In the nedia, generally, | don't
recall if it was in a news article or if it was just
sonet hing that was said on Twitter or something |ike
that; a single census block in Cty of Comerce, and
then adjustnent of the boundary in Santa Ana that was,
you know, several census bl ocks, m nuscul e technical
changes.

At sonme point, | want to take a break if |
can, just because --

M5. HAM LL: Do you want to take a break right
now?

THE WTNESS:. Yeah, that would be great.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The tinme is 11:09 a.m W
are going off the record.

(Wher eupon a recess was taken.)

THE VI DEOCGRAPHER: All right. W are back on
the record. The tinme is 11:22 a.m and this marks the
begi nni ng of vi deotape nunber two in the deposition of
Paul Mtchell, which is being taken at Hanson Bridgett,
LLP, 500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1500, Sacranento,

Cal i forni a.
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The vi deographer is N cholas Coulter here on
behal f of Array Legal Services. The tine is, yes, 11:22
a.m

M5. HAMLL: Al right. | am marking as
Exhibit 6 a section of the production fromthe DCCC.
The docunents are nunbered at the bottom Bates nunber
DCCC00005 t hr ough DCCCO0009.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 6

was marked for identification.)

THE WTNESS: Do you need this one back?

M5. HAMLL @ Yeah. Can you take just a
mnute or two to famliarize yourself with this
docunent, please?

MR. MANOLIUS: Do you have anot her one?

MR. MEUSER  Here, |I'll give you this one.

MR. MANOLI US: That's okay.

MR. MEUSER: | have one in here, so |I'mnot
worried yet.

THE WTNESS: kay. That was confusing.

t hought it was going in the opposite order because it
was goi ng --

M5. HAMLL Q@ Have you seen the docunent, on
the first page which is marked in the Bates nunber
ending in five, you' ve seen this docunent before?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. So is this
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naturally occurring in this --

THE W TNESS: No.

MR. MANOLIUS: -- packet? This is a question
for counsel, because | see a cover letter, but then
there's other things on the back. Are -- is this a
packet of information or is it just a nunber of things
stuck together?

M5. HAMLL Q@ Do you recogni ze this set of
docunents as an e-mail chain between you and the DCCC,
including a .pdf of the DCCC cover letter that went to
the State Legi sl ature?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. It's very hard
for me to advise and object when |I'mnot sure if these
all go together at once or not, so if you can nake that
representation it would be helpful. You can answer, if
you under st and.

THE WTNESS: Are you saying that this icon
here that says CA map subm ssion cover letter is this
thing on the front, that this is all e-mails?

M5S. HAMLL Q@ | would like to avoid
testifying since I amnot under oath here, but these are
not our docunents. These were produced to us.

So I'mwondering if you recall this
conmmuni cati on wherein you're exchanging e-mails wth the

DCCC.
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A | recall the communication of these e-nmi
that are behind the letter that they sent to the

Legi sl ature.

S

Q And do you recognize this letter that's the

first page of this set of docunents --

Yes.

-- marked ending in the nunber five?
Yes.

You' ve seen this letter before?

Yes.

o >» O » O r

And - -
MR WOODS: M. Mtchell if you could wait
until she finishes her question --

THE WTNESS: Sorry. Thank you

M5. HAMLL Q@ And what is your understandi ng

of this letter that's in the front?

MR. MANOLIUS: Qnjection. Irrelevant. You

can answer, if you you have an understandi ng.

THE WTNESS: This is a letter that would
attached to the draft maps and sent into the portal
zi pped file of some kind.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Okay. And so it's your
understanding that this was a letter that the DCCC
submtted with the maps that you drew into the

| egi slative portal on August 15th?

be

as a
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MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Lacks foundation
calls for speculation, and to the extent you're asking
for what's transmtted to the Legislature, that's
covered by legislative imunity, legislative privilege
and don't answer that portion of the question.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Isn't the legislative porta
public?

A Are you asking ne that question?

Yes, it is.

Q Yes. It is public. Are you still going to
stand on the privilege?

MR. MANOLIUS: Again, | just -- what's
submtted, yes, I'll stand on the privilege. The fact
that it was submtted, it's fine for himto answer.
That's the distinction | was draw ng upon.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

M5. HAMLL @ Okay. So let's go through
these e-mails, and it is an odd e-mail chain that
goes --

A The inverse way | thought it was.
Q Correct.

MR MANOLI US:  Yes.

THE WTNESS: Sorry.

M5. HAM LL Q@ Again, these are not mne. |
did not produce these.
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So it looks |like we start, |I'mlooking at the
second page of this Exhibit 6, the bottom of the page
ends in the nunber six --

A Uh- huh
Q -- we start on August 15th at 5:42 p.m

Julie Merz is saying, "Paul, here is final,
| awyer - approved | anguage for the cover letter. WII
send an updated version on DCCC |letterhead in a few
m nutes."

Do you recall receiving that e-mail?

A Yes, and I'd like to clarify that's Eastern
Standard Ti ne.

Q Correct. And then you respond at 5:56 Eastern
Standard Tinme, you say, "Thank you. At this point, I
will take it. Thank you. Paul."

Were you sort of exasperated at that point?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Relevance, |acks
foundation, calls for speculation. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | characterize that as being at
the end of a very |long process.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Were you unhappy with the
letter that the DCCC submtted to the Legislature?

MR. MANOLIUS: bjection. Relevance --

THE W TNESS: No.

MR MANCOLI US: -- lacks foundation, calls for
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specul ation. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: No, | just was tired.

M5. HAMLL @ So turning to the third page of
this exhibit, the bottomof the page ends in the nunber
seven.

About a little nore than hal fway down the page
there's an August 15th e-mail at 5:56 p.m fromJulie
Merz to you and she said, "And attached is the . pdf
version on letterhead with netadata stri pped. Pl ease
attach this version to your zip file with all the goods,
send it back to us and we can then give you back your
freedom"

What was she referring to?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, |acks foundation. You can answer.

MR. WOODS:  Joi n.

THE WTNESS: There's two things there that
you' re asking. Are you asking about what netadata
stripped is referring to or what freedomis referring
to?

M5. HAMLL Q Yes. Let's start with netadata
stri pped.

A That means that they were taking off the .pdf,
the properties to show, |ike, what conputer it was

created on, who created it, so that would have been
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their choice to do that when they produced the docunent.
Q The cover letter?

A Uh- huh
Q And t hen what does she nmean by "give you back
your freedoni?

MR. MANOLI US: Same obj ecti ons.

THE WTNESS: Just that it had been a | ong
process.

M5. HAMLL Q@ How |l ong was the process?

A It was, you know, roughly a nonth, but nost
condensed into the | ast two weeks.
Q How many hours did you put into the process?

MR. MANOLIUS: You can answer. | nean, vague
as to tinme as to when, but if you're tal king about the
| ast two weeks or if you're tal king about the whol e
process.

THE WTNESS: Last two weeks was probably 15,
16 hours a day.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Do you have an estinate of
total hours that you put into this project, and when |
say this project | amreferring to what becanme the Prop
50 map?

MR. MANOLIUS: Say, fromJuly 2nd onward?
"Il object as to vague.

THE WTNESS: | don't, | don't recall
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M5. HAMLL Q@ 200 hours?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. Calls for
specul ati on.

THE WTNESS: | would have to sit down with a
pi ece of paper and figure out what 200 hours is and how
much tine that is per day, so | don't know.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Ckay. But it was your
full-time job fromJuly 2nd through August 15th?

A No.

Q What el se were you doi ng then?

A | work for Political Data. |'mthe

Vi ce- presi dent.

Q Were you working full tinme at PDI during this
time?

A | was technically, for the |last tw weeks, |
was on a vacation, because | had planned a vacation as
peopl e all know fanously.

Q But before that vacation tinme, were you goi ng
into an office for PD ?

A | work from hone.

Q Okay. Were you working full time for PDI from
home during this period of tine?

A I"ma full-tinme enployee, but it's not |ike I
clock hours, so if there are other projects |I'm working
on it's understood by the conpany that |'m working on
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ot her projects.
Q Going back to this e-mail, and we're on the
page that ends in nunber seven, the second ful
par agraph of the 5:56 p.m e-nmail says, "The talking
points will be nore expansive and incorporate nore of
your hel pful context."

Do you know if she is referring to tal king
points in the DCCC |l etter or is she talking to other
t al ki ng poi nts?

MR. MANOLIUS: bjection. Calls for
specul ation, vague as to tine, |lacks foundation. You
can answer.

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall

M5. HAMLL Q D d the DCCC give you talking
points for the Prop 50 map?

MR. MANOLIUS: (Objection. Vague as to tine.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall if it was
sonmething that | created or they created or they took ny
things and nodified themto be their things. | don't
recal | .

M5. HAMLL Q Turning to the next page of
this exhibit, the bottom of the docunent ends in the
nunmber eight. The second |line says, "These maps becane

public and now we need to be able to say these are
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submtted to the Legislature.”

What did you nean by that?

MR. MANOLIUS: nojection. Calls for
specul ati on, vague.

THE WTNESS: And this m ght speak to ny tone
in the earlier nmessage. People were tweeting the maps,
so the maps had become -- the maps had been put onli ne,
reporters had the maps, so it was at that point let's
hurry up and get these submtted.

M5. HAMLL Q@ How did the maps becone public?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ati on.

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

M5. HAMLL Q@ D d you --

A Reporters have their ways of getting maps and
| have been dealing with reporters for the | ast several
days who would call ne and say, "Oh, | have a copy of
the map." (Wtness shruggi ng shoul ders.)

Q Are you aware of anyone from your staff

| eaking the maps to reporters?

MR. MANOLIUS: (bjection. Lacks foundation,
calls for speculation. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: No. There was no -- no, none of
our staff woke up saying we're going to, you know, 1"l
give an exanple, if that hel ps.
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Q (Noddi ng head.)

A Sonme -- there were points in time where on a
Zoom a map woul d be shown and then soneone woul d be
creative and read the URL at the top of the web browser
and if they typed that into the top of their web
browser, all of a sudden they have a copy of the nmap and
then every reporter will get it, but that was only in,
like, the last 12 hours.

Q So if sonebody had a copy of the URL that was
used for the map drawing, they could put it into their
own conputer and view it on their own conputer?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Lacks foundation,
calls for speculation. You can answer.

THE W TNESS: The wet map version of the nmaps,
not working, that's wet map versions, |like a Google nap,
of f of the map.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Interesting.

A So at that point, nmeaning that they becone
public, it nmeans that, like, Politico had posted a tweet
that we think these are the congressional maps. That's
in public record. You can pull it up.

Q And so the next e-mail in this sane chain, on
t he sane page, Friday, August 15th at 6:02 p.m, Julie
Merz says to you, "DCCC would prefer to hit 'send,' so

pl ease just send to us in a zip file and we w |l
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1 | submt."

2 Way couldn't you just submt the map directly?
3 MR. MANOLIUS: nojection. Calls for

4 specul ation, |acks foundation, relevance. Go ahead.

5 THE WTNESS: They wanted to be the one to

6 submt the map. That was their decision, not mne.

7 M5. HAMLL @ Do you have an understandi ng of
8 why?

9 MR, MANOLIUS: Sane objections.

10 THE WTNESS: | do not have an understandi ng
11 as to why.

12 M5. HAMLL Q So, ultimately, is it your

13 under standi ng that the DCCC submtted to the Legislature
14 on August 15th, the map that you drew?

15 MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection. Calls for

16 | speculation, |acks foundation, and as to the specifics
17 of the map | instruct you not to answer, and | insert

18 | the legislative privilege.

19 M5. HAMLL: Is it a full instruction?
20 MR, MANOLI US:  Yes.
21 M5. HAM LL: Don't answer at all?
22 MR. MANOLI US: Yeah. Thanks. Sorry about
23 | that.
24 M5. HAM LL: Marking as Exhibit 7 another set
25 of e-mails between you, M. Mtchell, and the DCCC.
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(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 7

was marked for identification.)

M5. HAMLL @ And these also canme fromthe
DCCC production and they are Bates stanped --

A Ch.

Q -- as DCCC000043 to DCCCO00045.

A (Wtness reading.) GCkay.

Q Do you renenber having this exchange with
DCCC?

A Yes, | recall

Q And so this appears to be an e-mail exchange
earlier the sane day, August 15th, before the
communi cations that we just went over in Exhibit 6;
correct?

A Yes.

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
speculation. Gve ne a mnute. Lacks foundation. Go
ahead.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

M5. HAMLL Q And is your e-mail that's shown
on the first page of this exhibit, August 15th,

11:33 a.m, is your e-mail to the DCCC, is this what you
wanted the DCCC to say in their letter that went al ong
wth the subm ssion of the Prop 50 map?

A |'"d like to anmend ny prior conment about the
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word term "tal king points,” that's not sonethi ng
normal |y use, but this is the subject line of this
e-mail is tal king points.

So in the prior conment | made about the
August 15th e-mail when you asked me if | -- asked ne
about talking points, then | presune this is what they
were referring to. So | don't want it to be, talking
points isn't normally how | phrase things, so -- |
didn't know that | called this talking points, but this,
go on. I|I'msorry. Ask the question again. | amsorry.

M5. HAM LL: Do you have ny question to read
back?

(Wher eupon the record was read as

follows: "Question: And is your

e-mail that's shown on the first

page of this exhibit,

August 15th, 11:33 a.m, is your

e-mail to the DCCC, is this what

you wanted the DCCC to say in

their letter that went along with

t he subm ssion of the Prop 50

map?")

MR. MANOLI US: (Qbjection. Lacks foundation,
calls for speculation, and to the extent that this tal ks
about how maps were drawn, | instruct you not to answer
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under |egislative privilege.

So you can, again, acknow edge that this
e-mai |l occurred, but I will instruct you not to answer
beyond t hat .

THE WTNESS: So without getting into how maps
are drawn, | would say that | was not trying to tel
them how to draw that, wite their letter. | was trying
to provide things that | thought were good nessagi ng
points for their letter.

M5. HAMLL @ And can you tell me what the
FAIR MAPS Act is that you were referring to on the first
page of this exhibit?

MR MANOLIUS: What it is? You can answer
t hat .

THE WTNESS: So the FAIR MAPS Act is a state
| aw that actually applies to nunicipal, |ike
supervisorial, city, county, school board, other
redistrictings here in the state.

It is parallel to the state comm ssions
criteria, and it's the type of criteria we use in all of
our rmunicipal redistrictings, and so it is a, you know,
absent -- it is a good framework for redistricting, even
in other states | might try to apply a |lot of the
framewor k as kind of best practices. Think of it as a

best practices in the state | aw.
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Q kay. And do you know what that criteria is?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for a lega
conclusion. You can answer, your understandi ng.

THE WTNESS: | do know what that criteria is,
but I wouldn't want to have to do it like a test, Ilike,
line themall out right now, but |I do know what those
criteria are, generally.

M5. HAMLL Q To the best of your
recollection at this nonent, can you share with ne as
much of the criteria as you can renenber?

A Well, it's criteria such as, you know,
preserving comunities of interest, followmng city and
county boundaries. You know, when we do city counci
redi stricting we follow nei ghborhood boundaries, and
follow ng essentially the sane criteria as the state
redi stricting comm ssion.

Qoviously, those criteria also include things
i ke partisanship and i ncunbency. Those we were
all owi ng ourselves to | ook at when we're draw ng |ines,
but other than that, kind of the best practices.

Q s race one of the criteria?

A Complying with the Voting Rights Act | believe
m ght be one of the criterias, |ike nunber two on the
criteria after equal popul ation.

Q And how, what's your understandi ng of how the
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Voting Rights Act interrelates to race?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for a lega
conclusion, |acks foundation. | have said it. [|'ll
instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAM LL: You're instructing not to answer
on a | egal concl usion?

MR MANCLI US: Yep

M5. HAMLL Q@ | amnot asking for a |egal
conclusion. |'masking for your understandi ng and how
you use it in your work. So when | said race, you said
Voting Rights Act, and |I'mwondering in your mnd how
t hose two rel ate.

MR. MANOLIUS: In his work, generally?

M5. HAM LL: In your work, generally.

THE WTNESS: So the Voting R ghts Act is
designed to ensure that voting power of protected
cl asses aren't diluted by the redistricting maps,
generally. That's kind of |ayperson term nol ogy.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And can you identify the
protected classes in California?

MR, WOODS: bjection. Calls for a |egal
conclusion. You can answer.

MR. MANOLIUS: 1'Il join that.

THE WTNESS: Predom nantly, in California
you'll see redistricting |look at Black, Asian and Latino
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popul ati ons. However, we did redistricting in Al aska,
we were | ooking at native Al askan popul ati ons and |
think there could be argunments for other popul ations,
such Cal dians or Arnmenians or -- such as Arnenians or
Cal di ans or sonething, but | haven't seen that utilized.

So, primarily, in California, Black, Asian and
Lati no.

Q Ckay. And when you were drawing the Prop 50
map you used criteria fromthe FAIR MAPS Act; correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: bjection. Calls for
information that's protected under the |l egislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And when you were draw ng the
Prop 50 map, you drew the districts to protect the
voting power of protected classes in California;
correct?

MR. MANOLI US: Sane objection. And | instruct
you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And when | say protected
classes in California, | nean the racial groups that you
just identified, Black, Asian and Latino?

MR. MANOLI US: Sanme objection. | instruct you
not to answer. Calls for information that's protected
by the legislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q ©Did the DCCC tell you why they
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didn't use your |anguage regarding the FAIR MAPS Act in
their subm ssion letter to the Legislature?

MR. MANOLI US: Objection. Lacks foundation,
calls for speculation. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: No, they didn't describe why
they didn't use nmy | anguage, essentially saying that
t hese were consistent with the conm ssion criteria and
the FAIR MAPS Act.

M5. HAMLL Q@ D d the DCCC | awyers express to
you any concerns about |awsuits along racial |ines
regardi ng the Prop 50 nap?

MR, MANOLIUS: QObjection. Vague as to tine.
Vague as to sonme of the term nol ogy, but you can report
t hat .

THE W TNESS: No.

M5. HAM LL Q You nentioned comrunities of
interest. How -- what are the communities of interest
in California?

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Overbroad, vague
and, again, depending where in the state --

THE WTNESS: To answer that we can be --

MR, MANOLIUS: -- and also with regard -- |I'm
sorry, and al so, objection, with regard to his general
redistricting work? 1Is that the question?

M5. HAM LL: Yes.

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

11: 47: 57
11:48:00
11:48: 02
11: 48: 04
11: 48: 07
11: 48: 11
11:48: 14
11: 48: 17
11: 48: 18
11: 48: 21
11: 48: 26
11:48: 28
11:48: 34
11:48: 38
11: 48: 38
11:48: 44
11: 48: 46
11:48: 48
11:48:50
11: 48: 54
11: 48: 59
11: 49: 00
11:49: 03
11: 49: 05

11: 49: 08


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2 Filed 01/02/26  Page 83 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20364

DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM
Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025

82

MR, MANOLI US:  Yes.

THE WTNESS: It could -- we could be here
forever identifying communities of interest, because a
community of interest is a socioeconom c group or other
gr oup.

The way that | explain it when | do
redistricting is that it should generally have three
things. It should be sonething you can identify, |ike
skat eboarders, they're a group. It should be sonething
that you can map; skateboarders all live on this side of
town. And then it should be sonmething that has a
concern with the agency being redistricted. The city
council i1s going to get rid of the skate park so the
skat eboarders are now a community of interest that
shoul d be consi dered.

There are other types of comunities of
interest. A neighborhood is a community of interest.
People say |I live in Boulevard Park, that's a conmunity
of interest. People who go to the senior senior could
be a conmunity of interest, young people, old people.

LEGBTQ community has been a community of
interest and that's one that California considers in a
| ot of nunicipal redistricting. And |I've used
redistricting -- I've in redistricting had el evati on be

a community of interest in a water redistricting,
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because at certain elevations the water district had
different rates.

| have had al nond trees and wal nut trees be
communities of interest, because wal nut trees use water
differently than alnond trees in a water district
redi stricting.

|'ve had agricultural areas and farns be
communities of interest. |'ve had attendance rates,
school canpuses.

There are a plethora of comrunities of
interest and oftentines they are very subjective, and
the communities of interest in the state redistricting,
inthe city council redistricting, water redistricting,
they can all be different even in the sanme footprint.
So that skateboarding community of interest that
i npacted lines in Sacranento m ght have really no
interest in the SMID redistricting or the school board
redi stricting, because they're not really an active
community of interest for that agency.

Q And peopl e who shop at the same grocery store;
right?

A Yeah, or -- yeah, or use InstaCart.

Q Can racial groups be conmunities of interest?

MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection. Calls for

specul ation. Vague as to in what context. |[|f you nean
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in his general redistricting work, you can answer the
guesti on.

THE WTNESS: Generally, if there is a
comunity, say, with the Arnenian grocery stores or
there is a community around a Bl ack church, or there is
an area where they're concerned about having in-Ilanguage
services, then those becone the communities of interest.

So it generally is the, the identified group
and their interests in those three things. So they're a
group that can be identified, a group that can be mapped
and a group that has a concern before the agency.

Those are general ways that | describe it when
| do ny nunicipal and statewi de redistricting. In New
York redistricting, that's how we descri be conmunities
of interest.

Q And what community of interest data did your
staff collect for the Prop 50 map?

MR. MANOLIUS: pojection. Calls for
information that is protected by the |l egislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL @ And how did they convert that
i nformation into geographic formats?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. | instruct you
not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Wre any racial conmunities of
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interest used in drawing the Proposition 50 maps?

MR, MANOLI US: Same objection. | instruct you
not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q D d you talk to the DCCC about
raci al considerations you nmade in your map?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q Wiy didn't you participate in
the public |egislative hearings for Prop 50?

MR. MANOLIUS: (bjection. Lacks foundation,
calls for speculation, vague as to tinme. You can
answer .

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: | wasn't asked to. Did you
catch that? 1 was quick

M5. HAMLL Q@ And did you speak to any
| egi sl ators about how you drew the maps before they
voted on what becane Prop 507

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. Calls for
information that's protected by the | egislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

MS. HAMLL Q@ Well, we identified sonme
staffers earlier that you did speak to about the maps;
correct?

MR MANCOLIUS: You identified the staffers who
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wer e engaged during that tinme, yes, but the content of
t hose conversations are protected by |egislative
privilege and | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL @ | amnot asking for the
content. | am asking did you speak to any of the
| egi sl ators before they voted on the map?

MR. MANOLIUS: | amsorry, staffers --

THE WTNESS: In the prior question you said
about the drawing of the maps, so are you sayi ng now
just did | talk to themat all before, while they were
considering it?

M5. HAMLL Q@ D d you talk to any legislators
bet ween August 15th and the vote on the Proposition 50
map?

MR, WOODS: (Qbj ection.

MR. MANOLI US: (Qbjection. Vague as to what.

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

M5. HAMLL Q@ W did you speak to?

MR MANOLI US: Yeah.

THE WTNESS: Um are you saying as a
one-on-one basis who did | speak to?

MR, MANOLI US: Maybe start with that.

M5. HAMLL Q Wiy don't we start with
one-on-one?
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1 A You -- it mght be inconplete, so | apol ogize.
2 " mjust going to think of people that | talked to.
3 MR. MANOLIUS: Keep in mnd the tinme period
4 | she's asked about.
5 THE WTNESS: It was August 15th through the
6 passage; right?
7 MS. HAM LL Q@  Uh- huh.

8 A Chri st opher Kanon, Sabrina Cervantes senators,
9 both of those are senators. Really, if | had, like, a
10 list of all of the legislators in front of me I mght be

11 able to do a better job of this.

12 Angel i que Ashby. | amjust trying to travel
13 around the state in my head. Um oh, if | had a

14 |l egislative list | could probably do a better job.

15 Q Can you give ne a percentage of how many

16 menbers of the Legislature you spoke with during that
17 time period?

18 | A One-on-one, | would say ten.

19 Q Ten percent or ten individual s?

20 | A Ten total, which is roughly 10-percent of the
21 Legi sl ature.

22 Q And did you al so address themin group

23 settings?

24 MR MANOLI US: You can answer.

25 THE W TNESS:  Yes.
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M5. HAMLL Q@ And in group settings, how many
of themdid you speak with at a tine?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection, conpound. |[If there
was nore than one neeting you mght want to indicate
t hat .

THE WTNESS: | believe, to ny best of ny
recol l ection in group settings, they were speaking with
the group, and if | was having one-on-one conversati on,
like, R ck Zbur we can add to the list, he is a
| egislator, and prior to presenting at one point |
talked to himprior to nme tal king, but I wasn't having
one-on-one conversations with the nenbers in the group
settings.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And did you talk to any
| egi sl ators about protecting racial groups with respect
to the Proposition 50 map?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
information that's protected under the |l egislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ D d any |egislator express any
senti nent what soever about protecting the voting power
of any racial group to you with respect to the
Proposition 50 nap?

MR, MANOLI US: Sane objection, and | instruct

you not to answer, legislative privilege.
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M5. HAMLL Q@ Isn't it true that multiple
| egi sl ators expressed to you concerns about protecting
t he voting power of certain racial groups in California
with respect to the Proposition 50 map?

MR. MANOLI US: Qbjection. Conpound and al so
calls for information that's protected by the
| egi slative privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q At the tine of the vote on the
map, and when we say map, it wasn't really a map; right?
It was just the | egal descriptions of what becane the
map; is that right?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for
specul ati on.

THE W TNESS: A census bl ock equivalency is a
map. A census bl ock equivalency is the equivalent of a
map, so | would still call it a map even if it's not a
pi cture of the map.

M5. HAMLL @ And at the tinme -- and that was
AB604; correct?

A Yes. | believe there were multiple bills.
Q And at the tine that the Legislature voted on
AB604, were they presented with any alternative nmaps?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for

specul ation. You can answer, if you know.

THE W TNESS: "' m not aware.
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M5. HAMLL Q D d you redraw the map based on
any input fromany |egislators?

MR. MANOLIUS: nojection. Calls for
information that's protected by the | egislative
privilege and | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ | want to go back to Exhibit 6,
t he DCCC cover letter

So the last couple of lines, let's go with the
third fromthe bottomof the first paragraph, it says,
"Republican-majority states where Republicans -- doing
the bidding of their D.C. party bosses -- are
considering adopting a clearly racially gerrymandered,
parti san map at the expense of their voters."

Is it possible to have a clearly racially
gerrymandered partisan map?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, |acks foundation and vague as to tinme and
scope.

MR. WOODS: Join. Also, calls for a |l ega
concl usi on.

MR MANOLIUS: 1'Il join that one.

THE WTNESS: | don't know and | didn't wite
this, so --

M5. HAMLL Q@ Are you famliar with the
concept of a racially gerrymandered parti san map?
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MR, MANOLI US: Again, vague as to the term and

calls for a legal conclusion and calls for specul ation.

You can answer.

MR, WOODS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: To be clear, my work is in
muni ci pal and not partisan redistricting.

| have never done a partisan redistricting
until now. But, generally, I think in nost cases |'ve
heard of maps being a racial gerrymander or a partisan
gerrynmander or another gerrymander or amenity
gerrymander, but | don't know that they can't be two

things at once. That's not ny area of experti se.

M5. HAMLL Q Wen | say "gut and anend," do

you have an understandi ng of what that neans?
A My ears went up. Sorry.

MR. WOODS: bjection. Calls --

MR. MANOLIUS: (njection, vague. Calls for
specul ati on.

MR WOODS: It calls for a |legal conclusion.
You can answer.

THE WTNESS: O course. | worked in the
Legi slature, so | know what a gut and amend is.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Can you give us a basic
expl anation from your understanding of what it is?

MR. MANOLI US: Sane objection.
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THE WTNESS: A gut and anmend in the
Legislature is generally a bill where you take the
contents out and you put new contents in and it retains
its same bill nunber, oftentines the sane author, and
then it noves forward in the process.

M5. HAMLL @ Do you know why gut and anend
i s used?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, overbroad, vague as to tinme, subject
matter. You can answer.

MR, WOODS: Join. Also, calls for a |l ega
concl usi on.

THE WTNESS: So fromny own experience, prior
to ever working redistricting, having worked in the
Legi slature, a bill generally has -- renenber, "How a
bill becones a law, " the song?

But a bill begins as a draft. It routes its
way through commttees and sonme of those comm ttees have
deadl i nes.

And so, oftentines, when an urgent issue cones
up it's not tinely to go back to the beginning of the
process, it's nore tinely to take a bill that has gone
t hrough sone steps and then utilize that as the vehicle
is what they'll call that, as their vehicle for a new

bill.
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M5. HAMLL Q So it's a quick way to get a
bill passed?

A " mnot --

MR. MANOLIUS: (Objection. M scharacterizes
his testinony. You can answer the question.

THE WTNESS: | haven't worked in the
Legislature in alnost 20 years, so, but froma |ayperson
standpoint it is a nore efficient way to nove an issue
along, if it's urgent.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And was the Prop 50 nap the
product of gut and anmend?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for a |egal
conclusion, calls for specul ation, |acks foundation and
seeks information protected by the privil ege,
| egislative privilege, so | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Based on your understandi ng of
the gut and anend, is Proposition 50 a gut and anend,
based on the public process, not on anything that you're
famliar with in your own private capacity?

MR. MANOLI US: Again, sane objection. The way
you're characterizing it msstates, and part of the
| egi sl ative process, so instruct you not to answer.

THE WTNESS: (Wtness shruggi ng shoul ders.)

M5. HAMLL Q@ Ckay. | just want to know if

you think it was a gut and anend --
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MR. MANOLI US: Same obj ecti on.

M5. HAMLL Q -- based on public processes?

MR. MANOLIUS: Don't answer.

MS5. HAMLL Q@ And there was a clerical error
that had to be corrected after the Legislature voted on
this map with respect to mslabled districts; correct?

MR. WOODS: (bjection. Vague.

MR. MANOLIUS: Yeah. Sane.

THE WTNESS: |'mnot aware of that. And to
be clear, once it was in the Legislature, | was paying a
ot less attention, but |I've never heard that before
until you stated it.

M5. HAMLL Q@ So you're unaware of any
changes having to be nmade to the map after the vote in
the Legislature?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Msstates his
testinmony, calls for speculation, vague as to tinme. You
can answer.

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: No idea.

MS. HAMLL Q@ As a voter --

A You' re not speaking to the ballot guide?

Q | am sorry?

A The ball ot guide had an error of printing that
m sl abled a district, but not, | amnot aware of
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anything with the bill.
Q The ball ot guide had an error, so it wasn't
the map itself?
A | don't know what you're speaking to, but |I'm
potentially conflating an issue that happened after the
bal |l ot guide was mailed and a district was m snunbered
on a map and they had to send out a suppl enment.
Q Can you tell ne nore about that?
A | amnot -- | don't work for the Secretary of
State, so | don't know, | was not a part of this.

But voters were mailed a ballot guide and in
the ballot guide -- | think it's called a ball ot
guide -- there were maps, and on one of the maps |
believe two districts were nunbered 22 or two districts
were nunbered 27, and other maps in the ballot guide
were properly nunbered, but even though there was an
error on one page they ended up mailing out a postcard
to all voters saying this is the properly nunbered
st atew de nap.
Q So they mailed a correction postcard to al
regi stered voters in California?
A (Wtness nodding head.) M understanding --

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, |acks foundation. You can answer, if you

know.
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MR. WOODS: Sane objection. Also, relevance.

THE WTNESS: That's ny understanding. That's
ny under st andi ng.

M5. HAMLL @ Do you have any idea how rmuch
t hat cost?

MR. WOODS: Sane obj ection.

MR. MANOLIUS: Calls for specul ation, |acks
foundation. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | do not know.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Have any California | egislators
expressed interest to you in preserving Voting Rights
Act districts in the Proposition 50 map?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for
information that's protected by |legislative privilege.
| instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And when you're draw ng maps,
general ly, how do you know which district is a Voting
Ri ghts Act district?

MR, MANOLI US: Qbjection. Overbroad, vague,
rel evance, and vague as to the term"Voting Ri ghts
district.”™ You can answer your general understanding,
as long as it's not part of the Prop 50 process.

THE WTNESS: 1In other redistricting, | don't
generally call sonething a Voting R ghts Act district.

M5. HAMLL Q@ You don't use that phrase?
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A Cenerally, | try not to use a termlike Voting
Ri ght Act district, but | do generally want in ny
muni ci pal redistrictings or working wwth the State of
New York in their redistricting or working in other
states, | generally do want to be cogni zant of VRA and |
want to | ean on |l egal counsel for interpretations of the
VRA.

Q And so, generally, when you' re draw ng
districts and you are trying to protect the voting
interests of protected classes, how do you identify

whi ch districts those are?

MR. MANOLIUS: Qojection. Overbroad, |acks
foundation, calls for speculation, and | instruct you
not to answer as to the Prop 50 project, but you can
answer as to any other things you've done.

MR, WOODS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: | think the question itself
mght be a little bit m ssing, because, generally, what
happens, say, use an exanple | have done in a recent
redistricting, a nmenber of the conmunity cones forward
with a draft map that has the district that's over
50- percent of one racial group, and then I'l|l generally
work with attorneys to say is this sonething that should
be given a priority because of the Voting R ghts Act?

But it's the way your question was worded
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insinuated that | go headstrong into a redistricting
with that, there's -- with some kind of VRA idea prior
to any maps being drawn.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Wat you just explained to ne,
where you'll receive sonmething froma group that shows
you a map with over 50-percent of a particular racial
group and then you talk to an attorney to see if that
needs special attention. Did you do that with respect
to Proposition 507

MR. MANOLIUS: bjection. Calls for
information that's protected by the | egislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q \Wat attorneys do you generally
or which attorneys do you generally speak to to ask that
gquestion?

MR, MANOLIUS: Qbjection. Vague as to tine,
project, state. You can answer.

THE W TNESS: Regarding other redistrictings?

M5. HAM LL Q@  Yes.

A It depends if the agency has their own
internal |egal counsel that's handling that or contract
| egal counsel or, you know, State of New York had
assigned | egal counsel and experts, and so it depends
based on the agency.

Q And when you say agency, you nean the
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gover nnment agency?
A Gover nnent al agency, yeah.
Q kay. And so you'll rely on the | egal advice
of the governnental agency?
A O their attorneys, their contract attorneys.
Q Got it. Didyou talk to Assenbly Menber |saac
Bryan while drawi ng Proposition 50 maps?
A Oh, | did. Wit a mnute. Hold on a second.
Let nme revise that.

| don't recall. Wat was the tinefrane you
asked about ?
Q Wil e drawi ng the Proposition 50 nmaps.
A No.
Q Did you speak to M ke McQuire while draw ng
the Proposition 50 maps?
A No.

MR, MANOLIUS: And just so, just for -- just
vague as to tinme. You nean between July --

THE WTNESS: Since drawn --

MR, MANOLIUS: -- July and August timefrane.

THE WTNESS:. -- yeah. So prior to this, the
subm ssion of the map, which would be the draw ng
period, no.

M5. HAMLL Q@ D d you speak to Speaker Rivas
during that sane period?
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A No.
Q Did you speak to the staff nmenbers of any of
t hose three | egislators during that period?
A Definitely to the pro tem and the speaker, but
not sure about |saac Bryan's staff.

M5. HAM LL: Are you all hungry for lunch or
shoul d we push this?

THE REPCRTER:. O f the record?

MR, MANOLIUS: Yeah. That would be great.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The tinme is 12:11 p.m W
are going off the record.

(Wher eupon the |uncheon recess

was taken at 12:11 p.m

and the deposition was reconvened

at 1:04 p.m)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: W are back on the record.
The tine is 1:04 p.m and this marks the begi nning of
vi deot ape nunber three in the deposition of Pau
Mtchell, which is being taken at Hanson Bridgett, LLP
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1500, Sacranento, California.
The vi deographer is N cholas Coulter, here on behal f of
Array Legal Services.

M5. HAM LL: Al right. | am marking as
Exhibit 8 the transcript of the Capitol Wekly Podcast,
dat ed August 15th, 2025.
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(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 8

was marked for identification.)

M5. HAMLL @ And I'Il give you a couple of
mnutes to just sort of skimthrough this docunent.

A Am | --

Q Have you seen this docunent before?

A This is the one that's attached in one of the
filings or sonething like that?

Q It's marked as Exhibit 10 for our prelimnary
heari ng.

MR. MEUSER: | believe only an excerpt of it
was attached. | don't think the entire docunent itself
was attached, so --

THE W TNESS: Let nme make sure | know which
ones is -- (munbling.)

THE REPORTER:  Wen you talk, | nust wite it
down.

THE W TNESS: kay.

MR. MEUSER: That exhibit nunber is exhibit
nunber of our joint exhibit list, so you' re not pulling
it froma prior file. ©h, yeah. Ckay.

MR. MANOLI US: So your question was: Have you
seen this docunent?

THE W TNESS: Have | seen this docunent
before? Then maybe not.
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M5. HAMLL Q@ Do you recall doing an
interview with Capitol Wekly Podcast on August 15t h,
20257
A | recall doing an interviewwith them The
date it says on here, | don't -- just believe it, but I
don't recall what day it was.

Q And just flipping through the pages, do you
generally recollect having a conversation reflected in
this transcript?

MR. MANOLI US: (njection. Conpound,
overbroad. You can answer.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

M5. HAMLL Q@ So at first this Proposition 50
operation was a bluff; correct?

MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection. Calls for
information that's protected by the litigation
privilege, legislative. Don't answer the question.

M5. HAMLL Q@ D d soneone tell you to draw
maps or to talk about maps in a way that m ght scare
Texas out of redistricting?

MR. MANOLI US: Sane objections. Instruct you
not to answer the question.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And who told you that?

A (Wtness smling.)
MR. MANOLI US: Sane objections. Instruct you
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not to answer the question.

M5. HAMLL Q D d anyone pay you to do that?

MR. MANOLIUS: Hold. Sane objections, in
terms of the specificity of what was di scussed and
inplicates the legislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL @ And then you had people
reaching out to you asking you to draw a 52 to zero map;
correct?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. WelIl, again, vague
as to tine. Are we tal king about during the process,
because if so it's protected by the |egislative
privilege, so | instruct you not to answer, if it was
during the process we have described fromJuly through
August .

M5. HAM LL Q@ Has anyone ever asked you to
draw a 52 to zero Denocrat advantage congressional map
for California?

MR. MANOLIUS: Again, if it's during the map
drawi ng process, |'d caution you to not answer the
guestion, but if it's outside of that process, you can
answer the question.

THE WTNESS: 1'd only characterize maybe
people on Twitter saying, why doesn't he draw a 52 to
zero map, but not sonebody actually directing ne to.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Can you turn to page 10 of this
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exhi bit that we have marked as Exhibit 8, and I|']
direct your attention to |ines four through 13?
A Uh- huh.

MR. MANOLI US: Through 13, you sai d?

M5. HAM LL: Yes.

MR MANOLI US: Thanks.

M5. HAMLL @ Do you renenber saying these
things during this interview?

MR, MANOLIUS: The portion between three and
14 or three and 13, do you -- answer the question.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And what did you nmean when you
said, "The VRA," on |line 107
A | nmeant the | ayperson's understandi ng of what
Texas was doi ng.
Q And so this section that 1've asked you to

read sounds |ike you' re tal king about the denobcratic eco

stream

| s that what you nean by people on X and
Twitter?
A | think that's a typo. | think it was
ecosyst em
Q Ch, that makes nore sense, the denocratic

ecosystem and - -

A | may have misstated it, but that's what |
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meant. You know what | nmean? This is consistent with
what | just said in a prior question to answer the
guestion two questions ago.

Q So it wasn't |like you had a specific request,
it was just people on Twitter, people generally were
yappi ng about a 52 to zero denocratic advant age
congressi onal map; correct?

A It was chatter, yeah.

Q But no specific direction?

A No.

MR. MANOLIUS: Interpose a |late objection as
to "specific direction.™

THE WTNESS: | should have waited.

MR MANOLIUS: No, that's not bad. Due to
| egislative privilege. Thanks.

M5. HAMLL @ And they said why can't we just
throw out the VRA and create six to eight nore
Denocratic pick-ups; right?

MR. MANOLIUS: |Is your question whether he
said that?

THE WTNESS: | can affirmthat that's what is
witten here.

M5. HAMLL @ And what did you nean by that?

MR, MANOLIUS: Qbjection. Lacks foundation.
You can answer.
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THE WTNESS: | neant that there were certain
people in the ecosystem maybe that didn't even know a
| ot about redistricting who were sayi ng, why not just
throw all the guardrails off and draw somet hing crazy
i ke what you see on Twitter.

There were a lot of what | derisively cal
Twitter maps that were drawn by serious people.

M5. HAM LL Q@ They were not drawn by serious
peopl e?

MR WOODS: |Is that a "yes"? Sorry.

MR MANOLIUS: It's your question.

THE W TNESS: They were not drawn by serious
people, yes. Sorry. | was -- | didn't see that as an
actual question, | saw that as nore of a --

MR, WOODS: Sure, just -- sorry, not trying to
interject, just want a clear record.

M5. HAMLL @ And so throw ng out the
guardrails for the VRA, what does that nean to you?

A Just throw ng out the guardrails for
ever yt hi ng.

Q For everything, the VRA?

A | saw maps that were contiguous. | think Mark
has seen those maps too.

Q So what does throwi ng away the VRA nean to
you?
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MR. MANOLIUS: In the context of this
interview? You can answer.

THE WTNESS: On a podcast, speaking to a |lay
audi ence of political people it neans just abandoni ng
all constitutional requirenments of any kind.

It just neans doing a map without -- it means,
like | stated earlier, doing a nmap just free of any --
it's arule-less map, essentially.

M5. HAM LL Q@ Because earlier when | said
race, you inmmedi ately said the Voting Rights Act, so it
sounded |i ke you equated the two.

MR. MANOLIUS: njection, vague. |'mnot sure
what you're referring to. Msstates his testinony.

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

MR. MANOLI US: Lacks foundati on.

THE WTNESS: | amuncl ear about the question
or the connection between what | said earlier and you
maki ng this statenment here about the VRA, so it doesn't,
the question, | amsorry, it doesn't make sense to ne.

M5. HAMLL @ Do you recall earlier
di scussing race and the Voting Ri ghts Act?

MR MANOLI US: Vague.

THE WTNESS: | know --

MR, MANOLIUS: (Qbjection, vague.

THE WTNESS: -- we had a discussion about it
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with regards to ny nunicipal clients and nmy deference to
attorneys on determ ning Voting R ghts Act conpliance
and so on, but that is a nuch nore serious actual
wor ki ng part of an agency working on a redistricting
versus tal king on a podcast after the maps have been
submtted, when this is part of, you know, just

| ayper son' s under st andi ng.

M5. HAM LL Q@ For the purposes of the
Proposition 50 nmap, conplying with the VRA neant
mai ntai ning Hi spanic majority districts to you; correct?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
information that's protected by the | egislative
privilege and | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Wile drawing proposition, the
Proposition 50 map, it was inportant to you to pay
attention to race and not just focus on partisanshi p;
correct?

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Sane objection,
| egislative privilege, and | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And you said you were going to
create a five district pick-up, follow the Voting Rights
Act and keep conmunities of interest together; correct?

MR, MANOLI US: (Qbjection. Lacks foundation.
Are you asking himto affirmwhat's in the transcript?

| am not sure | understand the question.
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M5. HAM LL: You can answer.

THE WTNESS: OCh, this is what | said, if
that's what you're asking.

M5. HAMLL Q So you're pointing to --

A There's line 18 to 20, which is | think you're
referencing in the transcript, | won't dispute that that
is what | said. | trust the transcript.

Q Did you use race to identify any communities
of interest in your map draw ng for Proposition 507

MR. MANOLIUS: (Objection. Legislative
privilege and instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL @ And what conmunities of
interest information did you provide to the California
Legi slature for Prop 507?

MR, MANOLIUS: Sane objections. | instruct
you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Let's turn to page 12 of this
transcript. |'Il point your attention to |lines nine
t hrough 14 --

A Hrm

Q -- and if you peek back at page 11, |ine 24,
you' re tal king about Sara Sadhwani ?

A Uh- huh.

Q Wio is Sara Sadhwani ?

A She is also on that page on |ine two.
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Sara Sadhwani is one of the nenbers of the
i ndependent redistricting conm ssion, the state
redi stricting comm ssion.

Q Vas?

A Is ten year terns, they have ten year terns.
Q So it exists, just doesn't have any power
anynor e?

MR WOODS: (Objection. Calls for a | egal
concl usi on.

MR. MANOLIUS: bjection. Calls for |egal
conclusion, |acks foundation. You can answer, if you
know.

THE W TNESS: They actually do still neet
infrequently. | think they don't really have a budget
or staff right now, but they do have a role in helping
with the transition to the next comm ssion in 2031.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And so you said, "I don't think
she'd stand up on that stage and say | support this if
what we're going to get was districts that deci mated al
of the communities, you know, throughout L.A., |ike sone
of the public map -- or sonme of the nmap proposals we' ve
seen. "

Do you renenber saying that?

A | trust the transcript. | renmenber saying

sonething -- this is the kind of thing I would have
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sai d.
Q And who drew t hose ot her maps?
A People on Twitter, largely. | use the people
on Twitter as a broad representation of things in social
nmedi a.
Q But you're not aware of any legitimte
organi zation that drew alternative maps?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Vague as to the
term"legitimte organi zation," and vague as to "drew
maps."” You can draw maps anywhere, so | amnot sure |
understand the question, but you can answer.

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: Earlier in the testinony or the
di scussion, | don't know what you call this, you asked
me about if other groups were submtting maps or doing
maps.

| knew there were other maps around, but not
any association or a group submtting a map or having a
map that was one of these maps.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Wre you aware of any
alternative maps floating around |leading up to
Proposition 50 that woul d have given Denocrats nore of
an advant age, aside fromthe ones you've dism ssed as
just Twitter chatter fromTw tter people?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. To the extent
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you're calling for things that went into the |egislative
process, I'll instruct you not to answer. |If you're
awar e of anything el se, you can answer.

MR WOODS: | would also object that it's
vague.

THE WTNESS: | don't think | can answer that
based on ny attorney's objection.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And if you could turn to page
13, lines 16 to 20.

A (Wtness conplied.)

Q So you said, "W worked with sone folks in

D.C. and saw sone maps, as an exanple, that went into
Orange County and just tore up the Asian community in
Orange County as they drew the maps, and that's a no

go."

Wiy is that a no go?

MR, MANOLIUS: | amsorry. \What |lines are you
on?

THE WTNESS: 16 to 20 on page 13.

MR. MANOLIUS: (Qbjection. Vague as to tine,
scope, context and foundation whether you said it.

THE WTNESS: Um | think what we're | ooking
at here is there were maps that would take different
Orange County conmmunities of interest that have
traditionally argued before the redistricting comm ssion
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to be kept together, and draw theminto districts so
that they're going into other counties and they are, you
know, drawing a district that, you know, goes from
Garden Grove to Rancho Pal os Verdes, things like that.

Q And that was a no go?

A It was a no go, because a | ot of groups who
woul d have -- were organi zed before the redistricting
comm ssion advocating for their conmmunities of interest
woul d find thensel ves decimated in those plans, and so
t hey woul d becone a vocal opposition to the legislators
as they're trying to pass a plan or vocal opposition to
the ballot measure if it was to be on the ballot.

Q Do you know whi ch specifics groups those woul d
be?

A | don't know. | can't start to name all of
them | clarify, | basically say what | just said in
the foll ow ng remai nder of that page too.

Q So on page 14, lines nine through 13 --

A (Wtness conplied.)

Q -- you said you wanted to have the final maps
be consistent with comm ssion work and be supported with
communities of interest testinony; correct?

A Let me read this for a second, if that's

okay - -

Q Sur e.
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A -- because | amnot -- | amskimmng it and
it's not making sense to ne. Yes. Ckay. Thank you.
Coul d you ask the question? 1|'msorry.

Q Do you m nd reading that back?

(Wher eupon the record was read as

follows: "Question: So on page

14, lines nine through 13 --

"Answer: (Wtness conplied.)

"Question: -- you said you

wanted to have the final maps be

consi stent with conm ssion work

and be supported with communities

of interest testinony; correct?")

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, |acks foundation, but you can certainly
answer the question, if you said that.

THE WTNESS: | said what is here, so if
that's your characterization, I won't dispute it.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Thank you. Was the final map
for Proposition 50 supported with communities of
i nterest testinony?

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Vague, |acks
foundation. And at what tine? | don't understand the
questi on.

THE WTNESS: Are you saying that -- are you
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not asking, are you asking about in the map draw ng
process or are you saying, |like, what was on the ball ot
after the maps, after ny job was over after | was done
with nmy contract?

Q | am asking the question in the context of
what we just discussed in your statenment here on page
14, fromline 9 to 13. You said you wanted the final
work to be supported with comrunities of interest

t esti nony.

A Uh- huh

Q | "' m asking you, was the final nap that becane
Prop 50 supported wth comunities of interest

testi nony?

MR. MANOLIUS: Again, objection. Vague as to
where and what context and when. You can answer.

MR, WOODS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: | think objectively | ooking at
the map you can see that the Prop 50 map that was passed
by voters was consistent with a | ot of what was
inmportant in the redistricting conm ssion process and a
| ot of what testinony was stated before the conm ssion
in 2021, and in 2011 as they deli berated.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Wat specific conmunities of
interest do you have in mnd when you're telling ne

t hat ?
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A Vell, in this docunent | talk about the LGBTQ
conmuni ty.

| also tal k about environnmental comunity, but
there could be a hundred different communities of
i nterest throughout the state whose conmunities of
interest that they advocated for in the prior
redistricting were retained within the current maps, not
only the all the districts that weren't changed at all,
but even the districts that were changed.

| don't want to get into the legislative
privilege portion, but one could | ook at the map today
and see a | ot of consistency between the map today and
the map as it was passed by the conm ssion in 2021.

Q And do you have docunents reflecting that
comunities of interest testinony of which you re aware?

MR. MANOLIUS: From 2021? Vague as to tine.
| am not sure | understand.

THE WTNESS: They're public docunents and you
can grab themright now The conm ssion website is
still up and they still have all of their comunity of
interest testinony in an air tape code.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And then you said you asked
your teamto get on the box and start drawing. Wat is

t he box?
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MR. MANOLIUS: ojection. First, |acks
foundation as to whether you said that, so --
THE W TNESS: "The box" is an internal staff
termfor the conputer that houses nost of the software.
M5. HAMLL Q@ And that's your proprietary
syst enf
A And Maptitude and other things. |It's a renote
conmput er .
Q And when you are done with the marked
exhibits, if you can just hand themto the reporter.
A That's perfect. That's perfect. |1'll do that
from now.
M5. HAMLL: | amgoing to mark as Exhibit 9
t he Hi spanas Organi zed for Political Equality, HOPE
presentati on.
(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 9
was marked for identification. )
M5. HAMLL Q You're famliar with Hi spanas
Organi zed For Political Equity; correct?
A (Wtness noddi ng head.)
Q HOPE?
A HOPE, vyes.
Q So we can call them "HOPE"?
A Pl ease.
Q It's nmuch easier.
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A Uh- huh
Q Great. Wien did you first beconme acquai nted
wi t h HOPE?
A | first became acquainted with HOPE nore than
a dozen years ago, maybe 15 years ago.
Q 2010-i sh?
A | think that probably sounds about right.
Q And you gave a presentation to HOPE i n Cctober
of 2025; correct?
A Yes.
Q Cct ober 17t h?
A That's the date on the transcript and | don't
dispute it. | don't recollect it exactly.
Q And was that to encourage the Latino conmunity
to support Prop 507?
A This was to informthe HOPE partici pants, the
organi zation as to what was on the ballot, Prop 50, and
yes, that it was -- | don't know that they would want to
characterize it as canpaigning. It was nore of an
informational thing. It was nyself and a denographer
for the "no" side.
Q For the "no" side?
A Uh- huh
Q And so you were inform ng HOPE about what the
maps di d?
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MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Lacks foundation
calls for speculation. [If you mght want himto | ook at
a specific place in the transcript, that would probably
be better, but you can answer, if you know.

M5. HAM LL: You can stop with the speaking
obj ect i ons.

MR. MANOLIUS: Sorry. | am done.

THE WTNESS: | don't know that that was ny
charge exactly.

| speak to HOPE on a regul ar basis, maybe
every six nonths, every year, and so they were having ne
back to tal k about what was going on with Prop 50.

And they don't think they gave ne, |like, a
charge to speak about one specific part of it |ike that.
They told nme not to tal k about partisanship, but they
told nme to tal k about Prop 50.
Q And were you paid for this --
A No.
Q -- appearance? And just for everyone's
reference, this transcript is included as Exhibit B in
the U S. Conplaint Intervention, and it's al so marked as
Exhibit 11 for the prelimnary injunction hearing.

So have you seen this transcript before?
A |'ve seen that it exists. | haven't read

through it.

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

01:28: 28
01:28: 31
01: 28: 34
01:28: 37
01:28: 39
01:28: 41
01:28: 42
01:28: 45
01:28: 48
01:28: 50
01:28: 53
01:28: 59
01:29: 03
01:29: 05
01:29: 09
01:29: 12
01:29: 13
01:29: 15
01:29: 15
01:29: 22
01:29: 25
01:29: 28
01: 29: 32
01: 29: 36

01:29: 39


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2  Filed 01/02/26  Page 121 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20402

DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM

Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025 120
Q | want to give you a few mnutes to just | ook
through it, generally.

A kay.

MR. MEUSER: And for your information, your
testi nony or your presentation starts on page 20.

THE WTNESS: Thank you. ©Ch, yes. Indeed.
Okay. Al right.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Do you recogni ze generally the
conversation reflected in this transcript?

MR. MANOLI US: (bjection. Vague, comnpound,
overbroad, quite a nunber of pages. You can | ook
t hrough them t oo.

THE WTNESS: Yes, | recognize them

M5. HAM LL: | amgoing to ask counsel to
pl ease stop with the speaki ng objections.

MR. MANOLIUS: 1'Il make ny objections.
Thanks.

M5. HAM LL: You're wel cone.
Q So the Zoom the video fromfromthis Zoom
di scussion is no longer publicly available. Do you have
any idea why that is?

MR, MANOLI US: (bjection. Lacks foundation.
You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | didn't know that it was
publicly available, so | don't have any interaction
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with -- no.

M5. HAMLL Q@ At any tinme did you personally
take any action to get the video taken off of the public
domai n?

A No.

Q Do you recall telling HOPE that Prop 50 woul d
i ncrease Latino voting power?

A No.

Q |"'mgoing to turn your attention to page 23,
line 24 through page 24 |ine one.

A Uh- huh

Q Can you read that out loud for me, please,
starting at line 24 on page 23?

A "1l trust that this is the right transcript,
but, "And | started listing out this concept of draw ng
a replacenment Latino majority/mnority district in the
m ddl e of Los Angeles. That was the nunber one thing
that | first started thinking about because of sonething
that | worked with HOPE on in the last redistricting
process. "

Q Do you renenber saying that?

A | recall speaking to it. | don't renenber
sayi ng those exact words.

Q Were you being truthful when you said that?
A | was being --
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MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for |ega
concl usi on, argunentative. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | was being truthful in that
when we first started working on this this was a map
that was al ready drawn.

M5. HAMLL @ Wen you say "this,"” are you
referring to the Proposition 50 map?

A This map that's, this map, this map, | nean, a
map that puts -- when | say | first started thinking
about it because of something that | worked with HOPE on
in the last redistricting process, there was a map
associated with that work in 2021.

So | knew that that map existed and | knew
that that map creates an additional denocratic seat in
the m ddl e of Los Angel es.

Q Are you saying you drew a nmap with HOPE in
20217

A No. | just knew that there was one that

exi sted --

Q Ckay.

A -- and that had been advocated by Equality
California, environnmental protection groups and

envi ronment al groups and HOPE, so | knew that there was
al ready a map on the shelf.

And so on the first thing |I can think of is,
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hey, | know one thing that's easy to do.

That's why | was expressing to themthere was
a, hey, | know sonething that will pick up a denocratic
seat .
Q Did you work with HOPE at all in 2021 on that
map?
A | don't recall. | know it existed.
Q How often has HOPE sent you map proposal s?
A Never any, potentially. | nean, | don't want
to, | don't want to say -- let nme para -- let ne
rephrase that.

| don't recall them ever sending nme a map
proposal. That isn't the core of what they do as an
or gani zati on.
Q So how does your relationship work? Wuld
t hey express a desire for sonething and you woul d
provide themw th a draft map --

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Vague --

THE WTNESS: [In 20217

MR, MANOLIUS: Wait. Objection, vague as to
time. | amnot sure during what process you nean.

M5. HAM LL: At any tine.

THE WTNESS: So in 2021 --

MR, MANOLIUS: At any tine except, excuse
me -- objection -- the Prop 50 map draw ng process,
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which | instruct you not to answer about.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

Very readily avail able to anybody who wanted
to look is in 2021, HOPE and a nunber of groups were
advocating for a map that would not renpve a district
from Los Angel es, because that's what the conmmi ssion
chose to do in 2021

They went from53 to 52 districts, and they
had a question: How are we going to do this? Are we
going to do this by starting froma scratch map and j ust
letting everything fall where it is, or are we going to
just, like, take a map out of L.A where they're the
sl ower grow ng portion of the state and it makes our job
easier just to take a district out of L.A

And so HOPE was advocating for putting that
district back in L.A
Q And that was your starting point for
Proposi ti on 507
A | guess --

MR. MANOLIUS: Qbjection. | instruct you not
to answer based on |egislative privilege what was done
during Prop 50.

THE W TNESS: Speaking here after the map was
done, | was articulating in this lines two through five
that | knew that a proposal had been done in 2021 that
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t hey were advocating for.

M5. HAMLL Q Going down to |line six on page
24, it looks like you say you're going to read for a
second, so you start readi ng sonething at the HOPE
presentation; is that correct?

A Uh- huh
Q What were you readi ng?

MR. MEUSER: Can that be a verbal answer?

MR. MANOLIUS: You said, "Unh-huh."

MR MEUSER:  You said, "Unh-huh."

THE WTNESS: Onh, yes. | was -- | was saying
yes only to characterize that | was followng along with
what your question was.

That line six was, | was reading a letter from
2021.

M5. HAMLL Q A letter from HOPE?

A Yes. Ch, you've got it.

MR. MEUSER  We're prepared.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 10

was nmarked for identification.)

MS. HAMLL Q | have marked as Exhibit 10 a
Novenber 24th, 2021, letter fromHOPE to the G tizens
Redi stricting Commission. It is also marked as Exhibit
12 for the prelimnary injunction hearing.

s this the letter that you were referring to
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on page 24 of this transcript?

MR, MANOLI US: Just objection, vague. 1Is it
just the first two pages, because there seemto be sone
other things after it?

M5. HAMLL: It's the conplete docunent.

THE WTNESS: Um | was referring to the first
two pages of this. | haven't seen the attachnent in
years.

M5. HAMLL Q So is it your testinony that
there is a version of this letter that doesn't have the
attachnent to it?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for
specul ati on.

THE WTNESS: Oh, um --

MR, MANOLIUS: M sstates his testinony.

THE WTNESS: |'monly saying that | have only
seen the first two pages recently when | was presenting.
| had forgotten that this other attachnent was even
her e.

M5. HAMLL Q@ But you had seen that before,

t he attachnent?

A | ons ago, yeah, in 2021.

Q So | want to wal k you through, |I'm going back
to --

A Uh- huh
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Q -- Exhibit 9. You can set aside the letter
for a mnute.

A kay.

Q Just going through the transcript here, so
line six, page 24, you say you're going to read for a
second, and you just testified that you were reading
from what has been marked as Exhibit 10, and you read
fromthe HOPE letter.

And then | think you're quoting it on line
ni ne, you say, "HOPE is concerned about the elimnation
of the mpjority/mnority Latino district within the area
of Los Angel es gateway cities."

Do you renenber saying that?

| remenber reading this letter
Q Ckay. And then it continues on |line 13.

"The seat, which is called by the L. A Tines
the nost Latino district in the country, disappeared off
the map despite the growi ng Latino popul ati on throughout
the state."

Do you renenber saying that?

Yes.

Q And do you believe that to be true?
A | can't speak --

MR. MANOLIUS: Just a second. Let ne

interpose a |late objection. Do you renenber saying
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1 that? Vague, msstates the testinony, if he renenbers
2 readi ng that, adopting it.

3 THE WTNESS: And then | can tell you that

4 read this. There are statenents in here that, it's

5 their letter that says HOPE i s concerned about the

6 | elimnation.

7 | don't have firsthand know edge of their

8 concern, but | amreading their letter that says they

9 were concerned, and their citing of L.A Tinmes' article
10 that 1'mreading their letter, so | don't have

11 i ndependent know edge of that either.

12 So thisisn't ny, | didn't wite this letter
13 so | amnot able to speak to the veracity of the letter,
14 | am just reading back to them what they had subm tted
15 to the conmm ssion.

16 M5. HAM LL: Are you able to go back to ny

17 | ast question?

18 And before we do that, | amgoing to ask one
19 nore tine politely, please, stop with the inproper
20 speaki ng obj ecti ons.
21 MR. MANOLI US: They are not inproper, but
22 everybody is entitled to their opinion.
23 If there's lack of clarity in the question
24 am goi ng to object.
25 MS. HAM LL: You may object, but don't start
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testifying or advising your client while on the record.

MR. MANOLIUS: | am not doing any of that.

(Wher eupon the record was read as

follows: "Question: And do you

believe that to be true?")

MR. WOODS: (bjection. Vague.

MR. MANOLIUS: Calls for specul ation, vague.

M5. HAM LL Q@ You just expl ained before we
got into this transcript, you explained what happened
where the comm ssion had to nove the map from53 to 52
districts; right?

A Uh- huh
Q And they did take away that district; correct?

MR. MANOLI US: QObjection, msstates his
testinobny. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | stated objectively that the
conmi ssion had to nake a choice of where to renove a
district in the district that they, the district that
nost peopl e believed was, quote unquote, renoved was an
L.A district fromthe nmove from53 to 52.

They're characterizing it, they are messagi ng
about it in a way that is their own choice of howto
message about it. It's not -- they are not naking
obj ective statenents here, they are naki ng persuasive
statenents that | can't speak to.
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M5. HAMLL @ Gay. And noving on down page
24, starting at line 17, | don't think you're quoting
anynor e.
A Uh- huh
Q | think this is your own speech. "And that
letter on page two illustrated what HOPE wanted to see
done in a coalition with a lot of other partners in Los
Angel es. "
Do you renenber saying that?
A That portion of it is nmy words it |ooks Iike,
and then the next sentence is quoting.
Q kay. So the second sentence on line 19, you
go back to quoting the HOPE letter that's marked as
Exhi bit 107
A Wth nunber one is the beginning of where I'm
guot i ng agai n.
Q kay. So line 20, it says, "Number one,
create a gateway cities district centered around Downey,
as described in the analysis, allowing for the creation
of five Latino majority/mnority districts in an area
where there are currently four."
So are you reciting --
A | want to, yeah, | want to anend one of ny
earlier statenents, because | m ght have been reading
froma different version of the letter.
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As you notice, | have two words in here that
aren't on the letter that you' re providing.

You have mnority districts in an area, in an
area where there are currently four, and the letter that
you provided ne says mnority districts where there
currently are four, so slightly different. | mght have
been reading froma slightly different version.

Q Do you think there is a different version of
this letter floating around?

MR. MANOLI US: (Qbjection, specul ation.

MR, WOODS:  Joi n.

THE W TNESS: Potentially.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And you said that this letter
is avail able on the redistricting conm ssion website;
correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, |acks foundation.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall where | got it
from | just know that when | got it it was two pages,
it didn't have these things, and so, potentially, we're
getting these fromdifferent sources or | had a
different version of it or something.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Wuld you pl ease go back and
obtain the copy of the letter fromwhich you were
reading at this Cctober 17th, 2025 presentati on and
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provide it to your counsel, who will then provide it to
me?

A You -- | understand your question. [I'll |ook
to see if | can do that.

Q Thank you.

A And maybe |I'm wong, but --

Q Thank you. Al right. So | believe we're on
page 24 of this HOPE transcript, line 17 --

A Uh- huh

Q -- down to line 24, and to ne that |ooks like
t he second page of what we marked as Exhibit 10 --

A Uh- huh

Q -- it looks like the first bold bullet

poi nt --

A Yeah.

Q -- is that correct?

A Yeah.

Q Is that a fair thing to say?

A Yeah.

Q Okay. Now we're going back to the transcript,
page 24, line 25. You say, "Secondly, take the district
that was called LB North, which is now the Robert Garcia
district, take that district to the south through Seal
Beach into Huntington Beach, nmaking a Latino-influenced
district at 35 percent Latino by voting age popul ation.™
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Do you renenber saying that?
A | renmenber saying sonething |ike that.
Q And that doesn't perfectly reflect point two
on the second page of the letter that's marked as
Exhi bit 10, does it?

MR. MANOLI US: (bjection. Lacks foundation,
vague. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: It is off by a few words here
and there.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Do you think perhaps when you
wer e speaking at this HOPE presentation you were
ad-libbing a bit fromthe letter?

A Potentially.

MR. MANOLIUS: Qbjection, calls for
specul ati on.

THE WTNESS: Potentially, I was reading as
I"mtal king and so there was a little bit, and that
m ght be why there was a few words in the first bullet
point. | don't know.

M5. HAMLL @ Gkay. And so that was your
starting point, what we just went over you've testified
that that was the starting point that you had for
Proposition 50; correct?

MR, MANOLIUS: Qbjection. Don't answer it.

Calls for narrative information protected by the
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| egi slative privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q@ That's what you told HOPE, at
| east ?

MR. MANOLIUS: Um objection. Msstates the
testi nbny, vague. You can answer.

MR, WOODS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: What | told HOPE was that the
off the shelf, the first thing available to us in trying
to create an additional denocratic seat was to utilize a
map that had al ready been drawn that was bei ng advocat ed
for them before the conm ssion. That's what |
articul ate here.

M5. HAMLL @ D d you tell HOPE that this
creating a Latino majority district and putting back in
this district was the starting point, because you were
trying to convince themto vote for Proposition 507?

MR. MANOLIUS: nojection. | instruct you not
to answer, to the extent that it inplicates your Prop 50
work, legislative privilege, so | instruct you not to
answer .

M5. HAMLL Q ©Did you tell HOPE that this
letter we've marked as Exhibit 10 was your starting
poi nt, because that was the truth and that's how you
started drawi ng the Proposition 50 map?

MR, MANOLIUS: Sane objection. Legislative
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privil ege.

M5. HAMLL Q@ (Going back to the transcript,
which is marked as Exhibit 9, page 25, line six, you
say, "That two bullet points was the first thing we did
in drawi ng the new map. W essentially reversed the
Redi stricting Comrission's decision to elimnate the
Latino district fromL.A , the old Ed Roybal district,
Lucill e Roybal-Allard district, the first Latino
majority/ mnority district in the country, the first
Latino nenber of Congress in the country.™

Do you renenber saying that?

| remenber saying sonething |like that, yeah.
Q s it true?

MR. MANOLIUS: Onbjection. To the extent it
calls for legislative privilege and information, |
i nstruct you not to answer.

MR. MEUSER |Is there an answer?

MR. MANOLIUS: | said not to answer.

MR. MEUSER: You said to the extent.

MR. MANOLIUS: Oh, | instruct you not to
answer the question.

M5. HAMLL Q Was the point of this exercise
that you described between lines six and 13, was the
point of that exercise to elimnate Ken Calvert's

district or to create a fifth Latino nmajority district?
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MR, MANOLIUS: | instruct you not to answer.
That's covered by legislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q@ The point of that exercise was
to create a fifth Latino magjority district, wasn't it?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection, and | instruct
you not to answer the question.

M5. HAMLL Q Was it just a fortuitous bonus
that elimnating Ken Calvert's district gave you a fifth
Latino majority district?

MR. MANOLI US: Sanme objection. | instruct you
not to answer the question.

M5. HAMLL Q If that's the case, if it was a
fortuitous bonus, then why did you tell HOPE that you
set out to create a mpjority district?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Seeks information
covered by the legislative privilege. You can certainly
answer as to what you told HOPE

MR. WOODS: Also, mscharacterizes his
t esti nony.

THE WTNESS: It definitely m scharacterizes
nmy testinony, | believe.

The, | think the point of this was to give a
pat on the back of the HOPE | eadership that advocated
really hard for their nmenbership in 2021 and to | et them

know that, that roughly, because if you actually | ook at
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the map it is different than their bullet points, but
that roughly that they, that what they had advocated for
in 2021 was val uabl e.

M5. HAMLL Q Howis it different fromtheir
bul | et points?

MR. MANOLI US: (bjection. Vague, |acks
foundati on, and vague as to howis what different? | am
not sure.

M5. HAM LL Q@ Just quoting your words. You
said the Prop 50 map is different fromthese bull et
poi nts; correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: | instruct you not to answer
the question as to due to legislative privilege with
regard to the Prop 50 nmap.

M5. HAMLL Q@ |'m asking about the map is
drawn, we can all see it. |It's not private.

Looking at the map, can you tell if it's the
same or different fromwhat's in these proposed bull et
poi nts, which were witten in 2021, are not relevant to
the Prop 50 legislative privilege?

A You can see the maps that they submtted and
they are simlar, but not the sane.

Q I n what ways?

A In that there is a Long Beach to Orange County

district and there is a north of Long Beach to gateway
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cities district.
Q And how are they different?

(Sneezing.)

A Because bul |l et point one says, as described in
the analysis, which it's not going to match what's in
t he anal ysi s.

And it describes the percentage Latino CVAP in
the Hunti ngton Beach to -- because the LB North district
is not exactly what we created.

Qurs goes further into Newport Beach and is
not 35 to 40 percent Latino citizen voting age
popul ati on.

Q VWhat is it?

A Less than that, sonething | ess than that.

Q And so point one on the second page of

Exhibit 10 refers to an analysis. |Is that referring to
the analysis that's attached to the letter?

MR. MANOLIUS: Qbjection, calls for
specul ati on.

THE WTNESS: Wen | was doing the
presentation | didn't know exactly which analysis they
wer e speaking to, but given these together it was
speaking to this, and there's probably even a picture of
a mp in here. | don't know And | don't -- and the

Prop 50 map did not create an additional Latino
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majority/mnority district.

M5. HAMLL @ Wat do you nean?
A It objectively did not create another Latino
district that was over 50-percent CVAP Lati no.

The existing map has district 40, the
commi ssioned map had a district nunber 42, it was over
50- percent CVAP Latino, and the new district, that
district is now noved up, is renunbered 41.

And now there's a new district that goes from
Hunt i ngt on Beach down, from Long Beach down to
Hunti ngt on Beach, Newport Beach, which is not Latino
majority/ mnority, so there's not an additional Latino
majority/mnority district created through that.
Q So I want to turn your attention to page 25 of
what's marked as Exhibit 9, lines 19 through 25.
A Yes.
Q And so, basically, this is saying you went
back to proposals from HOPE, Equality California, groups
that were trying to advocate for changes during the |ast
redi stricting process; right?

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Legislative
privilege, instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q You said it publicly, so
woul dn't that be a waiver of the privilege?

MR, MANOLIUS: Again, you can ask himif he
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said it.

M5. HAMLL @ D d you say this, M. Mtchell?
A Yes, | said that. And the second portion of
that, what they were doing in 2021, is true.

Q s any part of this statement not true?

A No. | amjust saying it's definitely
sonmething | can confirmw thout getting into what
happened during the Prop 50 mappi ng process.

Q Was Equality California proposing a Latino
majority district?

MR. MANOLIUS: Vague as to tine. Cbjection.
Vague as to time. And if it's during the Prop 50 tine,
| instruct you not to answer based on |egislative
privil ege.

THE WTNESS: In 2021, Equality California was
advocating for the sane structure of maps that HOPE was
advocating for, which would have replaced an L. A
district.

But, again, sane set, sane nunber of Latino
majority/mnority districts, just one nore district in
L. A

M5. HAMLL @ Wat is your understandi ng of
why Equality California would propose a Latino majority
district?

A They weren't --
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MR. MANOLIUS: Onbjection, calls for
specul ati on.

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

MR MANOLI US: Lacks foundation. You can
answer .

THE WTNESS: They were advocating for their
LGBT community. They had maps that showed that there
was a strong LGBT community in Long Beach and they
believed that that LGBT community could be nore
effective in advocating and helping to el ect a candi date
of choice for that group if it was paired with nore
coastal comunities down Huntington Beach, Long Beach.

And so their interests and HOPE' s interests
m ght have aligned, but that's why Equality California
was advocating, and they have a | ot of docunentation and
public testinmony about that.

M5. HAMLL Q | amgoing to take you back to
what | marked as Exhibit 8.
A Do you want nme to give you those, please?
Ei ght, she had it already. kay.
Q So | want to go to page 27, line 17 down to
25, and then going to page 28, lines one to two.
A kay.
Q Do you renenber saying this?

A Yes.
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MR, MANOLI US: Qbjection. Conpound. Qut of
text. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: Yes, | recall saying that second
portion of a statenent you're reading. You' re selecting
only a second portion of a statenent.

M5. HAMLL Q So | amreferring to line 17.

A You have to go to line six. You have to start
on |ine six.

Q Ckay. But you do recall saying those things?
A Uh- huh.  Yes.

Q kay. And so on line 18 you say, "And so why
woul d you renove districts froman area that's, you
know, froma Latino conmmunity where this Roybal-Allard
district has been historically and there's a | ot of
community interest argunents about that district. Wy
take that out when you could just leave it there and |et
all the districts in L. A kind of push out over the
area, over the county into other areas?"

And that was a true statenent when you said
it; correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: (bjection. Lacks foundation,
calls for speculation, and vague as to what tinme period.

THE WTNESS: For this statenent to nake sense
you have to go back to line six --

M5. HAMLL @ Ckay.
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A -- because, "To back up a second, the | ast
commi ssion had to go from52 to -- 53 to 52 seats.

There were two argunents.” You' ve skipped to the second
argunment - -

Q Uh- huh

A -- the first argunment, and so | am

par aphr asi ng what other people were saying.

"Matt Rexroad was saying, hey, L. A is where
you're losing the popul ation, so you should take that,
you know, district out of L.A And, honestly, like it's
easier just to take one district out and let the rest of
the districts collapse in on itself than to do what we
wer e sayi ng, which was no, no, no, keep all the
districts in L.A," so that's the first argunent that
peopl e were neki ng.

And then the second statenment, starting |ine
17 going through to the end of that was ne
characterizing the alternate statenent, groups |ike HOPE
and ot hers were saying.

So in both cases, |I'mchannelling Matt Rexroad
inthe first statenent and |'m channelli ng advocacy
groups in the second statenent.

These aren't, | amnot stating ny viewpoint, |
am stating what was kind of the public testinony at the

time.
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M5. HAMLL Q@ And you ultimately went with
t he second argunent; correct? You did not take the Mtt
Rexroad approach to the map?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. W're talking about
Prop 507

THE WTNESS: From 2021 --

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
information that's from protected by the legislative
privilege, because it deals with the map drawing in
2025.

M5. HAMLL @ Wre you referring to 2021 or
to Prop 50 when you nmade t hese statenents?

A Referring to 2021.

Q Ckay.

A So in 2021, these were the two argunents, and
organi zati ons advocating for Denocrats and for
progressive causes were advocating for the latter of

mai ntaining as nmany seats in L. A and having the
districts spill over into other counties, rather than
having a district get pulled out of the mddle of L.A
whi ch woul d have invariably reduced a denocratic nenber
of Congr ess.

So all I'"'mdoing in this is explaining both
takes. Matt Rexroad is a Republican consultant.

M5. HAMLL Q You didn't use any partisan
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| anguage when you said this to Capitol Wekly, you only
spoke about the Latino popul ation; correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: (Objection. Msstates
testinmony, calls for speculation. Vague as to tine.

MR. WOODS: The docunent speaks for itself.

THE WTNESS: Line two nentioned Ken Cal vert.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Ckay. So you nentioned Ken
Calvert on line two, but when you're tal king, you just
explained to ne, it sounds |like you replaced what you
said on page 27, you replaced Latino with denocratic and
progressi ve causes, but, anyway, we'll nove on.

So then going to page 28, lines three through
seven, do you renenber saying that?

MR MANOLIUS: | amsorry. Can you repeat
your |ines?

M5. HAMLL Q@ Lines three through seven on
page 28.

MR. MANOLI US: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall saying it, but
don't dispute that it's in the transcript.

M5. HAMLL Q You're saying, "So the first
thing we did was we used that conmmunity of interest
testimony and kind of undid what the conm ssion did | ast
time in putting that district back in L. A and kind of
elimnating that Calvert seat."”
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MR. MANOLI US: (Qnjection.

M5. HAMLL Q That's the first thing you did
correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: nbjection, legislative
privilege. Instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL @ And, again, we're tal king about
sonet hing that you have al ready di scussed publicly on a
podcast and you've said this out |oud and now you're
asserting the privilege in a deposition?

MR MANCLIUS: Yes. You can ask himif he
lsaid it, but to the extent that it inplicates the
| egislative privilege, he's instructed not to answer.

M5. HAMLL @ So you said this? Yes? You
said this; correct?
A Presum ng this transcript is right, that's
what | said, this does --
Q Is there anything in this transcript that you,
that sticks out to you that's not representing what you
actual ly said?
A | haven't found anything yet, but | believe in
the other transcripts | have seen things that weren't
exactly right, so |l -- but I do -- | don't dispute it,
put it that way.
Q As we go through this deposition I'd

appreciate it if you point out to ne every tine you see
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sonething in one of these transcripts that you don't
t hi nk accurately reflect what you' ve said.

A | have.

Q Thank you. Al right.

So you're telling Capitol Wekly the first
thing you did was use community of interest testinony
and undid what the commission did last tine in putting
that district back in L.A and elimnating that Cal vert
seat, so that tracks wth what you told HOPE you did, as
well; correct?

MR. MANOLI US: (bjection. Conpound, |acks
foundation. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: The two statenents are
consistent wth each other, if that's what you're asking
me. | don't want to characterize what | did; otherw se,
the two statenents are consistent with each other.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Okay. And we're tal king about
district 41; correct?

A Yes, the Ken Calvert district. In 2021, it
woul d have been sonet hing el se.

Q So you relied on the HOPE letter, narked as
Exhi bit 10, when you were drawi ng the Proposition 50
map; correct?

MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection. Calls for

information protected by the |legislative privilege.
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instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q | want you to turn to the fifth
page of what |'ve marked as Exhibit 10, which | ooks Iike
this (Indicating).

A kay. They don't have nunbers.
Q My apol ogi es.
A Footnote three at the bottomof it.

MR. MEUSER: HOPE letter, so should be the
third page of that.

MR, WOODS: Got it.

THE W TNESS: The bottom of footnote three.

M5. HAMLL Q The third full paragraph down,
it starts with, "It is inmportant to renmenber that voting
rights and the protection of voters of color is a higher
priority than preserving county boundaries or other
| ower order criteria."

Do you agree with that statenment?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Content, vague as
to context and timng, and overbroad and conpound. You
can answer.

MR WOCDS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: W're tal king about 2021
correct?

M5. HAMLL Q@ [|I'masking you if you agree
with that statenent.
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MR. MANOLIUS: And al so vague as to the
context of whatever project it mght be.

THE WTNESS: | don't know that the
termnology is exactly right or how!l would -- this is,
this is a, for clarity, this is sonething that sonmebody
el se wote and that HOPE attached to their letter, which
al so sonebody el se wote, and you're asking nme to
answer, it's alnost |like three, three steps down.

But | would say that the second portion of
that sentence is clearly true, that there are a | ot of
t hings that county boundaries or other lower criterias
are subservient to the in the state's redistricting | aw
and the question would be how you characterize Voting
Ri ghts Act and protection of voters of color.

Communities of interest mght be a better way
of saying that, because communities of interest is a
hi gher priority than county boundaries or other |ower
order of criteria, but this is witten by a denographer
that's focused on racially polarized voting, not a
denogr apher who draws districts, so | don't know.

Q Continuing to the next sentence, it says,
"Further, it is also acceptable for conm ssioners to
val ue providing influence to voters of color inits
districting plans, so long as it is not the sole

criterion used, even beyond the m nimal requirenents for
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voting rights guidance provided by the comm ssion --
sorry -- provided to the comm ssion by its voting rights
staff."

Do you agree with that statenent?
A well, if I can --

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, vague as to context, witten by sonebody
el se. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: |If | can dissect this, because
this is a wrd salad a little bit.

So where he says, "lIs acceptable for
conmi ssioners to value providing influence to voters of
color inits districting plans,"” that can take a | ot of
forms.

That could nean that it's okay if as an
i nci dental byproduct of preserving conmunities of
interest that a racial mnority of voters of color are
enpowered, as long as their ethnicity is not the sole
criteria, or race is not the sole criteria. And that is
true even where you're not dealing with a requirenent
fromattorneys telling you that you have a Section 2
Voting Rights Act requirenent.

So as an exanple, if you were to use argunents
fromthe Arnenian grocers who said that we want to be

together in a community because we have concerns before
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the city council or we have issues, literally in

G endal e they were trying to ban Arnenian BBQ out door
bar becues, so they got together and organized to try to
take on the city council.

Wuld it be okay for you as the redistricting
conmmi ssioner to say we're going to keep you within a
district as a community of interest, even though the
byproduct of that is that you are creating a better
voting power for that mnority conmunity. That's what
this is characterizing.

That legitimte purpose, legitimate goals in
redistricting, |like maintaining comunities of interest,
coul d have the effect of providing greater influence to
voters of color, even in areas where we're not talking
about the Voting Rights Act at all, and that's not
i nherently bad or wong for a redistricting to do that,
as long as it's not using race as its sole criteria.
That's what that is reading to ne as.

Q Well, if all that's true then why wouldn't you
just testify and explain to us exactly what the criteria
were that you used to draw the Prop 50 nap?

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Because it's
protected by | egislative privilege.

(bj ection, also, that it's a distinct,

di fferent process.
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THE WTNESS: Sorry if that was fast.

THE REPORTER: ['Il junp in.

M5. HAMLL Q@ | want you to go to the second
to | ast page of what | have marked as Exhibit 10,
pl ease.
A Uh- huh. You nean, the next to the | ast page,
the one with the map at the top?
Q Looks li ke this (Indicating).
A Yeah.
Q Yes. And that m ddl e paragraph, the bold line
says, "To create a new gateway cities district to
enhance Latino voting influence, the conm ssion woul d
need to neld together two white-majority districts
el sewhere, so as to cause an aggregate increase in the
nunmber of districts providing voting power for voters of
col or across the region and the state.™

Did you neld together two white-majority
districts, like the HOPE | etter suggested?

MR. MANOLIUS: Qbjection. Vague as to tine.
| f you're tal king about the Prop 50 process, | instruct
you not to answer due to legislative privilege.

M5. HAM LL: |I'mtal king about Prop 50.

MR. MANOLIUS: M objection and instruction
st ands.

M5. HAMLL Q Wuld it be illegal, in your
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m nd, when you're approaching your work, in your
understanding -- | amnot asking for a |egal conclusion
here -- let nme just rephrase that.

Wuld it be inproper to neld together two
white-majority districts in order to increase the voting
power of a protected class, generally?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, inconplete hypothetical, and it sounds |ike
you' re asking as a general manner. Depends on the
process. And don't answer anything about Prop 50.

MR, WOODS: Also, calls for a |l ega
concl usi on.

THE WTNESS: What | think this is discussing
is that there was a district going to be elimnated, and
| don't know why the analysis reads like this or what he
was trying to say, but what he's tal king about in 2021
was the elimnation of a district. If we -- if the
state had created this gateway cities district, it would
have required sonewhere else in the state two districts
to be coll apsed, whether or not those two districts
woul d be, I don't know what the conposition of those two
districts would be, but mathematically two districts
somewhere el se woul d have to be col | apsed.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Wuld that trigger Voting

Ri ghts Act concerns that woul d make you go and speak to
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an attorney, if you were nelding two majority white
di stricts together?

MR. MANOLIUS: nojection. Calls for
specul ation, inconplete hypothetical, depends on the
process. Utimtely, attorney-client privilege, but you
can answer.

MR, WOODS: Calls for |egal conclusion. You
can answer.

THE WTNESS: In other jurisdictions where |I'm
wor king and I'mworking with | egal counsel about
particular VRA districts, they seemto be rather
agnosti c about what happens in the others.

They' re concerned about a particular district
that they m ght argue the | awers mght think is
requi red by the Voting R ghts Act, but the inpact that
that has on other districts, they seemto not have a
significant concern about.

M5. HAMLL @ 1'mgoing to go back to page
five of Exhibit 10, which has that footnote three at the
bot t om

In the mddle of the paragraph that we were
| ooki ng at before, the paragraph starts with, "It is
i nportant.”

I f you go down, the third sentence starts

with, "Thus, it may be inportant that sonme of these very
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high Latino districts in L. A County expand sonmewhat
i nt o nei ghboring counties, such as Orange County or
Ri versi de County."

Do you see that?

A Uh- huh.

MR. MEUSER. Is that a "yes"?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And then it says, "Crossing
into Orange County will nmake sone of these districts
| ess overpacked, but will still allow for very high
| evel s of Latino ability to elect and Lati no CVAP
majorities.” That end seemerrant.

But do you see where |I'mreading fronf
A Uh- huh.

Q Do you have an understanding of this
st at ement ?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: Generally, | understand the
words and | think the and is in place, because Latinos'
ability to elect and Latino CVAP nmajorities are
di fferent constructs.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Got it. That's a hel pful
expl anat i on.

And so it sounds |ike what this docunment is
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saying is that when there are overpacked districts with
high I evels of Latino voters, that they need to be
unpacked. [Is that what they're saying?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Msstates the
contents of the letter, calls for speculation. You can
answer .

MR. WOODS:  Joi n.

THE WTNESS: Um this is kind of Iike high
| evel VRA --

M5. HAMLL Q@  Unh- huh.

A --and | really feel like this level of this
di scussion, you' d be best served tal king to the author
of this docunent, so | have to -- | understand what he
is saying, but | don't understand whether or not it's
true or not.

Q Do you have an understandi ng of the concept of
over packing districts and then noving popul ati ons around
to maintain the ability to elect of a protected
popul ati on? Do you understand that concept?

A Uh- huh

Q kay. Is that what they're tal king about

her e?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ati on.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.
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M5. HAMLL Q Is this sonmething that you

i npl enent ed when you were drawi ng the maps for

Proposi ti on 507

MR. MANOLIUS: (Objection. Instruct you not to

answer, |egislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL @ So noving onto the next

sentence, "For instance, district SP710 is 63 percent

Latino CVAP. Such a district is |ikely overpacked

beyond what is required.™

A | amsorry. | lost track of where you are.

Can you tell me again? For instance --
Q Yes.

A Sorry. | was off. Thank you.

Q "For instance, district SP710 is 63 percent

Latino CVAP. Such a district is |ikely overpacked

beyond what is required to definitively allow for the

el ection of a Latino candidate of choice.”
Do you see that?
A Uh- huh.  Yes.
Q Do you have an understandi ng of that
st at enment ?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for

speculation. He didn't wite it, but he can answer.

THE W TNESS: | understand the words.

under st and what he's characteri zi ng.
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M5. HAMLL Q@ Generally, when you were
drawi ng maps, what do you consi der, what percentage of
CVAP do you consider a district is overpacked?

MR. MANOLI US: (bjection. Lacks context,
vague, depends on the process. And | instruct you not
to answer anything about the Prop 50 map draw ngs for
| egi slative privilege.

THE WTNESS: | 100 percent in cases like this
default to legal counsel to tell ne.

And | have been in other instances in Kern
County, as an exanple, where | egal counsel asked us to
have districts that were 60, 63, 65 percent Latino.

And so in the situation, there was a | awsuit
in Kern County, very well-known one where they were
| ooking at creating kind of CVAP districts like this, so
| can't characterize what, there's no magi c overpacki ng
nunber .
Q Al'l right. And noving onto the next sentence,
it says, "Simlarly, STH60 and CDNELA are 56 percent and
57 percent Latino CVAP respectively. |If these districts
were between 52 percent and 54 percent Latino CVAP, for
i nstance, they would still be very likely to el ect
Lati no candi dates of choice."

Do you see that?
A Uh- huh. Yes.
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Q Do you have an understandi ng of what that
nmeans?
A Yes.

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, inconplete hypothetical, context. You can
answer .

MR, WOODS: Joi n.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

M5. HAM LL Q@ Wat is your understandi ng of
t hat statenent?
A The understandi ng of that statenment, and again
these letter nunber words, these |letter nunber things,
these are districts that were draft maps fromthe
comm ssion, STH60 and CDNELA, that was a net hodol ogy
they used to nanme districts, so | don't have real clear
menory as to what exactly those districts were at the
tinme, but what he's essentially saying is that idea of
majority/mnority being bifurcated fromthe idea of
ability to elect, and in sone parts of the state or the
country a 52 percent or 54 percent Latino CVAP district
is sufficient, given an ability to el ect analysis, which
is what this denographer does to el ect a candi date of
choice fromthis Latino comunity and ot her
jurisdictions that m ght not be enough.

Q Do you agree that noving Hi spanic popul ations
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out of overpacked districts into other areas helps to
mai ntain a likelihood that Hispanics will still elect
candi dates of their choice? And | am asking generally,
not specifically, to this scenario.

MR. MANOLIUS: Qbjection, calls for
specul ation, inconplete hypothetical. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: There is no general answer.

M5. HAM LL Q@ Wen you were drawi ng the Prop
50 maps, did you have a specific CVAP target in m nd?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. And | instruct you
not to answer. It calls for legislatively privileged
i nformation.

M5. HAMLL Q Wen you were drawi ng the Prop
50 maps you had a specific target for Hi spanic CVAP in
mnd for a set nunber of districts; correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: nojection. | instruct you not
to answer, legislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And you agree that the sweet
spot for H spanic CVAP to maintain a |likelihood of
el ecting candi dates of their choice is somewhere between
52 and 55 percent; correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Msstates his
testinmony, |acks context, inconplete hypothetical. You
can answer.

MR, WOODS: Sane objections.
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THE WTNESS: | cannot answer or | can?

MR, MANOLIUS: You can.

THE WTNESS: | can. No, | don't agree with
t hat .

M5. HAMLL Q@ Can you expl ai n?

A | already did explain earlier that it's very
si tuational .

In sone areas in Kern County, well-docunented
| awsuit, needs a nmuch higher Latino CVAP based on what
the legal counsel told ne in that case, and |egal
counsel in other cases have instructed that a 50 percent
CVAP Latino is sufficient for based on ability to el ect
analysis like this to elect a candi date of choice, so
there is not a doctrine in California about sonme magi cal
nunber .

Q Wul d you agree that that sweet spot of 52 to
55 percent that's expressed in this letter marked as
Exhi bit 10 applies to the areas that HOPE was
referencing their map, with their map proposal ?

MR. WOODS: (bjection. Calls for specul ation.
Al so, m scharacterizes the docunent.

MR. MANOLI US: Lacks foundation, inconplete
hypot het i cal .

THE WTNESS: | don't want to sound conbative,

but your statenent of "sweet spot" is the first tine |

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

02: 24: 08
02:24: 10
02:24:11
02:24: 13
02:24: 14
02:24: 15
02:24:18
02:24:19
02: 24: 24
02: 24: 28
02:24:31
02: 24: 35
02: 24: 40
02:24: 41
02: 24: 45
02: 24: 45
02: 24: 50
02: 24: 54
02: 24: 56
02:25: 01
02: 25: 05
02: 25: 07
02:25:11
02: 25: 12

02: 25: 14


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2  Filed 01/02/26 Page 163 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20444

DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM

Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025 162
have ever heard anybody say sweet spot with regards to a
CVAP target, so this isn't the way that | comunicate in
any of ny redistrictings.

| don't nean that to be pejorative. | amjust
saying, like, that's not sonething, that is not |anguage
that | have ever used in any other redistricting.

M5. HAMLL @ Wat phrasing would you use?

There woul dn't be a phrasing.

Q So there's no target?
A No.

MR. MANOLI US: (Qbjection. Speculation,

i nconpl ete hypot hetical, depends on the context. You
can answer.

THE WTNESS: | characterized in Kern County
there was gui dance fromlegal counsel to get, | don't
recall exactly what it was, but it was relatively
hi gher, over above 50 percent, but those kind of targets
like in Kern County are extrenely rare, alnost never
seen, and it's in a case where there was a | egal
requi renent based on a lawsuit to have a district that
was a certain percentage.

That is not how, you go to any of ny
redistrictings that | have ever done, over 100, that's
not how we communi cate about these issues.

M5S. HAMLL Q@ Well, | wish | could get your
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communi cations regarding Prop 50, but we're getting,
we' re catching objections on everything, so | have to go
t hrough this process here.

Moving onto the | ast sentence in that
par agr aph, "The conm ssion may want to consider the
optimal allocation of Latino CVAP in L. A County so as
to create one additional very high Latino CVAP-nmgjority
or plurality district in this area while maintaining
these four Latino-CVAP majority districts.”

Do you see that?

A Yes.
Q And that's exactly what you drew up in Prop
50; isn't it?

MR. MANOLI US: QObjection. Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer, privilege.
Sorry.

M5. HAM LL: Can we take a 10-m nute break?

THE W TNESS:  Sure.

THE VI DEOGCRAPHER: The time is 2:27 p.m W
are going off the record.

(Wher eupon a recess was taken.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: W are back on the record.
The tinme is 2:41 p.m and this marks the begi nning of
vi deot ape nunber four in the deposition of Pau

Mtchell, which is being taken at Hanson Bridgett, LLP

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

02: 26: 20
02: 26: 23
02: 26: 26
02: 26: 28
02: 26: 30
02: 26: 33
02: 26: 38
02: 26: 44
02: 26: 46
02: 26: 51
02: 26: 52
02: 26: 52
02: 26: 55
02: 26: 55
02: 26: 58
02:27: 00
02: 27: 20
02:27: 29
02:27: 29
02:27: 32
02:41: 14
02:41: 14
02:41: 20
02:41: 27

02:41: 30


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2 Filed 01/02/26  Page 165 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20446
DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM

Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025 164
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1500, Sacranento, California.
The vi deographer is N cholas Coulter, here on behal f of
Array Legal Services.

M5. HAMMLL Q M. Mtchell, at any point
bet ween July 2nd and August 15th, did you speak with any
of the bill sponsors for any of the three Prop 50 bills?
A Can you tell nme their names? | don't know
whi ch ones.
Q You woul d know better than | would. You don't
know who sponsored the bills?
A No.

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for
specul ati on.

M5. HAMLL Q@ D d you speak with Sabrina
Cervantes in that period of tine?
A Yes.
Q What did you speak with her about?

MR. MANOLIUS: (njection. Legislative
privilege. Don't answer the question.

M5. HAMLL @ D d you speak with Gail
Pell erin?
A During that tinme?
Q Yes.
A Yes.
Q What did you speak with her about?
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MR, MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer based on |egislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL @ D d you speak with Cecilia
Agui lar Curry during that period of time of July 2nd to
August 15th, did you speak with anyone involved in the
assenbly committee on el ections?
A | woul d need to know the nmenbers of the
commttee. |I'mnot trying to be conbative. | just
don't honestly know the nenbers of the commttee and |
didn't speak with any staff.
Q "1l pull that list on the next break for you.
A Thank you.
Q During that tine period of July 2nd to
August 15th, did you speak with anyone on the senate
comm ttee on el ections?
A Sane.
Q You need a list?
A | wouldn't know who is on the commttee. |
don't do |l egislative work.
Q Did you just say you don't do legislative
wor k?
A No, | don't nmean like that. | nmean, I|ike,
historically in Sacranmento |'mnot a | obbyi st.

| don't -- | work nore in politics than | do

in commttee staffs and who works where. | don't keep
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track of who is on what conmm ttees.
Q | amgoing to turn back to the HOPE
transcript, Exhibit 9, page 26.
A Oh. ay.
Q "1l direct your attention to |ine 14 on page
26, going down to line 21. Do you renenber making that
st at ement ?

MR, MANOLIUS: | apol ogize. Can you give ne
the Iine nunbers agai n?

M5. HAM LL: 14 to 21

MR. MANOLI US: Ckay. Thanks.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

M5. HAMLL Q Was it true at the tine that
you said it?

MR, MANOLIUS: QObjection. Legislative
privilege. Don't answer the question.

M5. HAMLL Q@ You're referring to a Voting
Ri ghts Act analysis that you got back. Are you
referring to a Voting R ghts Act analysis for Prop 507

And this is a clarifying question, because |
don't know if you're tal king about Prop 50 or sonething
el se.

MR. MANOLIUS: QObjection, as to Prop 50, calls
for information that's privileged by |legislative
privilege. Don't answer the question.
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M5. HAMLL @ D d soneone do a Voting Rights
Act anal ysis for your Proposition 50 maps?

MR. MANOLIUS: Instruct you not to answer the
guestion. That's protected by legislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Wwo did the voting rights
anal ysis for the Prop 50 naps?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer the question.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Is that Voting Rights Act
anal ysi s published publicly anywhere?

MR. MANOLI US: Sane obj ecti on.

M5. HAM LL: You're going to object on
| egislative privilege for a publicly published docunent?

MR. MANOLI US: Lacks foundation. Yes.
instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL @ And do you have a docunent in
your possession that would reflect the Voting R ghts Act
anal ysis that was done for this map?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection and instruct you
not to answer. Legislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL @ And so according to your
statenent that's reflected in lines 14 to 21, page 26 of
this exhibit, the VRA analysis you had done said that
the existing comm ssion map and your new Prop 50 map
were both conpliant with Section 2, but that enpirical
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evi dence shows Prop 50 map i nproves the opportunity for
Latino voters to el ect candi dates of choice in two nore
districts than the existing plan; is that right?

MR. MANOLIUS: Is the question did he say it?

MS. HAM LL: No.

MR. MANOLI US: Then objection. | instruct you
not to answer the question based on |egislative
privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Wich tw districts have
i mproved opportunity for Latino voters to el ect
candi dates of their choice?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. | instruct you
not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And going down to the next line
on page 26, line 22, it says, "Then PPIC just put out an
anal ysis | ast week that said our plan naintained the
status quote in ternms of the Voting Rights Act and added
one nore Latino-influenced district."

I s that your understandi ng of what you did
wi th your Prop 50 map?

MR. MANOLIUS: (bjection. Lacks foundation
and | instruct you not to answer as it inplicates
| egislative privileged information.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Can you tell by |looking at the

public map that that's what happened?
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MR. MANOLIUS: Calls for speculation. You can
answer .

THE WTNESS: | can only state that that's
what the PPIC study found. | haven't done the PPIC
study nyself, like, | haven't gone into their data.

M5. HAMLL Q Is the PPIC a reliable entity,
in your mnd?

A (Wtness noddi ng head.)

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Vague as to
“reliable.”

THE WTNESS: One anong many, absolutely, PPIC
is reliable.

M5. HAMLL @ | have a list for you.

A Pl ease.

Q Did you between the tinme period of July 2nd
and August 15th, did you discuss the Proposition 50 maps
w th Al exandra Macedo?

A | don't believe so.

Q Did you discuss the Proposition 50 maps with
Steve Bennett during that tinme period?

A | don't believe so. And let nme clarify. They
m ght have been on a group, but as an individual
one-on-one whi ch we discussed earlier the distinction
bet ween the two, no, not one-on-one.

Q And within that tinme period, did you discuss
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t he Proposition 50 maps with Marc Berman?
A | do not believe so.
Q During that tinme period did you discuss the
Proposition 50 maps with Jose Luis Sol achi, Jr.?
A | do not believe so.
Q During that tinme period did you discuss the
Proposition 50 maps with Catherine Stefani?
A No.
Q During that tinme period, did you discuss the
Proposition 50 maps with David Tangpi a?
A No.
Q Were you involved wth Catherine Stefani's
efforts to get out the vote on election day for
Proposi ti on 507
A No.
Q During the tine period of July 2nd through
August 15th, did you discuss the Proposition 50 naps
with Steven Choy?
A No.
Q Did you discuss the Proposition 50 nmaps with
Ben Allen during that tinme period?
A No.
Q Did you discuss the Proposition 50 maps with
Moni que Linmon during that tinme period?
A | do not believe so.
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Q And did you discuss the Proposition 50 naps
wi th Thomas Unberg during that period of tinme?
A No.
Q And when you said no, it is possible that you
spoke with these people in a group setting?
A Yes.
Q kay.
A And if | can renenber a conversation with any
of themI'll conme back to you, but | don't recal
anyt hing during that tine.
Q Do you have any docunents in your possession
t hat woul d show who you net with and who you spoke to?
A Not that --

MR. MANOLI US: Qbjection. Conpound, calls for
specul ation. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: Not as in total

M5. HAMLL Q But if you went back, let's say
that there weren't objections, would you be able to go
back into your e-mail account and | ook for neetings or
schedul es or calls that you m ght have had with these
peopl e?
A Just to, as an exanple, we tal ked about side
to the window that we're tal king about --
Q Uh- huh
A -- you know, I'll run into a |egislator around
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the capitol, | talk to them whenever we are at a thing
together, they mght call ne, but all those kind of
interactions which are probably the majority of the
interactions I would have with the | egislators would not
be in any kind of docunentation.

Did you say Macedo on that list?

Uh- huh.

Then | did talk to Macedo.

You did talk to Assenbly Menber Macedo?

During that period, yes.

o » O >» O

Ckay.
Sorry. It was outside the period. It was
between the 15th and the 19th, so I'msorry, so it
wasn't during the July 15th to August 15th; it was
after, during the legislative session.
Q What did you talk to her about?

MR MANOLI US: Objection. Legislative
immunity, privilege, instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ | want to turn your attention
to page 30 of the HOPE transcript, lines six through 11
A (Wtness conplied.)
Q So here you say, "The Prop 50 maps | think
will be great for the Latino conmunity in two critica
ways. One is that they ensure that the Latino districts

that are the VRA seats are bolstered in order to neke
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t hem nost effective, particularly in the Centra
Val l ey."

Do you recall saying that?

A | presunme that's exactly what | said since
that's what's witten here so --
Q Did you nmean it?

MR. MANOLI US: Objection. Legislative
privilege. Instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q | assune you were being
trut hful when you said it?

MR. MANOLI US: Sane objection. You're
instructed not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And what did you nean here when
you said that, "The Latino districts that are the VRA
seats"?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer.

M5. HAM LL: So you're not, you're going to
instruct himnot to answer in terns of explaining what
it nmeans to say Latino districts that are VRA seats?

MR. MANOLIUS: To the extent that it goes to
the process in the Legislature, yes, so | aminstructing
hi m not to answer.

M5. HAM LL Q@ Wat did you nean when you say
you want to bol ster the VRA seats?
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MR, MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer.

MS. HAMLL Q@ Do you use race as an input
when you're, quote, on the box?

MR. MANOLI US: Vague as to tine. Instruct you
not to answer it as to the Prop 50 process.

M5. HAM LL Q@ Ever.

A In redistricting, when we're drawing lines --
Q Yes.

A -- you have to be cognizant of all of the
factors when you're drawing |lines, so of course.

Q So including race?

A Uh- huh

MR. MEUSER Is that a "yes"?

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

M5. HAMLL Q D d you use race as an input
when you were on the box drawi ng the Prop 50 map?

MR. MANOLIUS: nojection. Instruct you not to
answer, |egislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL @ In one of these podcasts you
spoke about SCOTUS dismantling the VRA. What did you
mean by that?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection, vague. Calls for
specul ation. One of these podcasts, question nmark?

THE WTNESS: | think there's two ways in
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which | generally woul d speak about SCOTUS di smantl i ng
VRA.

The first is that California used to be bound
by Section 5 of the Federal Voting Ri ghts Act, but they
i nval i dated Section 4, which was the conditions upon
whi ch Section 5 was operative, and in doing so they
elimnated a VRA protection nationally that al so does
affect California redistricting.

And then, secondly, there are cases before the
court right now where pundits and anal ysts believe that
they m ght erode the Voting Rights Act in a general way,
but I amnot an attorney, so | can't really speak to
what are the possible outcones.

But when you say dismantling, those were the
things that were, | think, colloquially saying in the
redistricting space around the Voting R ghts Act.
That's what that woul d nean.

Q Does the voting power of any racial group
decrease with your Proposition 50 map?

MR. MANOLI US: (bjection. Vague, conpound,

i nconpl ete hypothetical. You can answer.

MR WOCDS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: Sure. There's the voting group
potentially that, you know, is in a current district

where they have an el ected representative, the lines
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have changed, there's going to be winners and | osers in
every redistrict.

So there are voting groups that m ght have
wanted to vote for Kevin Kiley and Kevin Kiley is now
going to be in a district that is nore now heavily
denocratic, but that is what happens in redistricting.
Q So ny questions asked about the voting power
of any racial group.

A Ch, you didn't say, | didn't hear you say
racial group, so | amsorry. Let ne adjust that then,
because | thought you just said group, voting group.

So, no, | can't speak to -- could you pl ease
repeat the question she asked? | amreally genuinely
sorry. | thought you said voting group

(Wher eupon the record was read as

follows: "Question: Does the

voti ng power of any racial group

decrease with your Proposition 50

map?")

THE WTNESS: So | retract my former
statenent. That was not what | intended to say.

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, inconplete hypothetical. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | don't believe so.

M5. HAMLL @ W' re nmaking progress.
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1 A | know. | amjust running out of cough drops.
2 MR. MEUSER | nmay be a Boy Scout, but | don't
3 have any, sorry.

4 M5. HAMLL @ If you want to hand those

5 exhibits to the court reporter --

6 | A 8, 9, 10, | can do that.

7 Q How many Bl ack-influenced districts are there
8 in the Prop 50 map?

9 A That woul d be open to interpretation.

10 Q Enl i ghten ne.

11 | A There are --

12 MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Calls for a

13 narrative, vague. You can answer.

14 MR. WOCDS:  Joi n.

15 THE W TNESS: There are advocacy groups that
16 | would argue that there are nultiple districts wherein

17 t he Bl ack popul ati on has el ectoral opportunity and

18 | greater influence and that the creation of the lines by
19 | the last comm ssion and their advocacy was hel pful in
20 sustaining that, and that ranges fromdistricts in L. A
21 | to Cakland to Contra Costa, Fairfield, Vacaville, Solano
22 County, Sacramento, Stockton.
23 There's a | ot of places where the Bl ack, the
24 organi zati ons that advocate for the Black community
25 m ght consider that their comunity of interest has, you
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know, a significant ability to elect it sonehow
Q Did you deliberately preserve any
Bl ack-influenced districts in the Proposition 50 map?

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q D d you do an interview wth
t he "Sacranento Qbserver" about Proposition 507?
A Yes.
Q |"'mgoing to mark as Exhibit 11 -- | note for
the record that | amdone with the stickers.

| am marking as Exhibit 11 an article in the
"Sacranmento Qbserver" entitled, "Untangling Prop 50:
How California' s Redistricting Fight Inpacts Bl ack
Communi ties."

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 11

was marked for identification.)

M5. HAMLL Q So it looks like this article
was dated Cctober 20th, 2025.

Did you provide the Sacranmento Cbserver with
an interview for this particular article?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ati on.

THE W TNESS:. Yeah, but you said a date.
don't know if the date nmakes sense.

M5. HAMLL Q@ On the top of the second page
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of this exhibit.

A So Cct ober 2025.

Q Yes.

A Okay. Okay. Before the election, but after
the lines were drawn, after the ballot neasure, it was
near the end of the ballot neasure. kay.

Q And | want to turn to page five of this
exhibit and it |l ooks like this is where you cone into
the article.

The second paragraph says, "He," nmeaning Pau
Mtchell, "said his teamprioritized protecting the core
interests of Black conmmunities, which were for the nost
part, he said, 'kept intact fromthe comm ssion
process?' "

Do you renenber saying that to the Sacranento
Qobserver?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. There's, there's --
it's a description of what he said by sonebody el se, so
calls for speculation. You can, you can answer.

THE WTNESS: Yeah, | think that that author
of this article is characterizing this in a way that |
woul dn't have characterized it.

But the second part, ny standal one statenent,

"kept in tact fromthe conm ssion process,"” could be ne

advocating for the Prop 50 maps in that the |arge areas
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that the Black community identifies as conmunities of
i nterest were kept intact.

So it was an objective statenent about when
you | ook at what the community of interest the Bl ack
advocacy organi zati ons were advocating for, that those
were intact, but whether this first sentence about us
prioritizing the core of Black comunities is the
reporter's interpretations.

Q Did you prioritize protecting the core
interests of Black conmmunities?

MR MANOLIUS: [Instruct you not to answer,
| egi sl ative privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q@ And the next paragraph says,
"Mtchell said preserving three Black districts, two in
L. A. and one in OGakland, was forenost."

I's that true?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation, witten by sonebody else. And was it true?
Lacks foundati on.

THE WTNESS: Wat this paragraph is speaking
to is what the organizations that | nmentioned in the
earlier question, you said what groups have reached out
to, Black Power Network was one of them net the Bl ack

Power Net wor k.

Their top priority was, first off, maintaining
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the districts that we ended up not actually even
t ouchi ng.

These districts are so far away from where the
Republ i cans are that it wasn't inmportant in our |ine
drawing to try to go into those districts, and so it was
advant ageous to the Bl ack organi zations that the three
districts that they were nost focused on weren't
t ouched.

So that's ne characterizing the organi zations.
Goal nunber one was preserving those three districts
and, incidentally, our maps did that, because there
woul dn't have been a partisan advantage to do that.

And that's 90 percent of what was inportant
for the Black community, was preserving those districts,
so I'mcharacterizing the inportance of those to the
organi zations that were advocating before the conm ssion
in 2021.

Q Were you referring to districts 37, 43 and 12?
A When | just said the three districts?

Q Yes.

A | believe those would be the three districts
|'d be tal king about, yeah.

Q And so the Proposition 50 nmap was drawn to
keep 37, 43 and 12 to preserve Bl ack-infl uence

districts; correct?
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MR MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ati on.

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

MR MANOLI US: Do not answer.

M5. HAMLL Q D d you intentionally give
Young Kima great district?

MR. MANOLIUS: | said objection. Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Young Kimis a Republican;
right?

A Yes. Very good Republican nmenber of Congress.
Q A good Republican?

A ' mjust joking.

Q So why did your map give her a great district,
in your words?

MR. MANOLI US: Objection. Legislative
privilege and instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Was there no way to draw a
district that would give a denocrat a greater chance of
being elected in that area where Young Kim s district
is?

MR. MANOLI US: Sanme objection. | instruct you
not to answer, |egislative privilege.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Do you have evi dence that
Hi spani cs have been unable to el ect candi dates of choice
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in California?

MR. MANOLI US: (Qnj ection.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Generally.

MR. MANOLIUS: Vague as to tinme, calls for
specul ation, inconplete hypothetical. You can answer.
MR. WOODS: Also, calls for a |l ega

concl usi on.

THE WTNESS: | can answer?

MR, MANOLIUS: Yes, please.

THE WTNESS: Can you pl ease repeat the
guestion to ne that she asked exactly? | got it wong
last tinme, I'msorry, so | want to nmake sure | get it
right.

(Wher eupon the record was read as

follows: "Question by Ms.

HAM LL: Do you have evi dence

t hat Hi spani cs have been unabl e

to el ect candidates of choice in

Cal i fornia?")

MR WOCDS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: At the statewide level, | don't

have evi dence of that at the statew de | evel

M5. HAMLL Q If you had nore tine to work on

the Proposition 50 map, is there anything that you would

have done differently?
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MR MANOLI US: Objection. Legislative
privilege and | instruct you not to answer.

M5. HAMLL Q@ Do you have any regrets about
how this transpired?

MR. MANOLI US: Sane obj ecti on.

THE WTNESS: | wish | had eaten nore.

MR. MEUSER: That is actually in his report in
the Capitol Wekly Podcast, so --

MS. HAMLL: | believe | amfinished with ny
guestions, but | do reserve the right to cone back if
there's tine at the end. Thank you.

And | amgoing to pass this off to ny
col | eague, M. Mark Meuser

MR. MEUSER Let's go off the record for a
m nut e.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The time is 3:09 p.m W
are going off the record.

(Wher eupon a recess was taken.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: W are back on the record.
The tinme is 3:22 p.m and this marks the begi nni ng of
vi deot ape nunber five in the deposition of Pau
Mtchell, which is being taken at Hanson Bridgett, LLP
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1500, Sacranento, California.

The vi deographer is Nicholas Coulter, here on
behal f of Array Legal Services.

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

03: 08: 57
03: 08: 59
03:09: 01
03:09: 03
03:09: 05
03:09: 07
03:09: 15
03:09: 18
03:09: 21
03:09: 32
03:09: 37
03:09: 39
03:09: 41
03:09: 46
03:09: 48
03:09: 49
03:09: 51
03:22: 45
03:22: 45
03:22: 57
03:23:02
03:23:05
03:23:10
03:23:15

03:23:18


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2  Filed 01/02/26  Page 186 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20467

DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM

Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025 185
EXAM NATI ON
By: MARK MEUSER, Attorney at Law, counsel on behal f of
the Plaintiffs:
Q Good afternoon, Paul.
A Hi
Q As you know, | am Mark Meuser for the
plaintiffs and I amgoing to take an opportunity to try
to ask you sone nore questions.

"Il try not to duplicate, but there m ght be
a few duplications here, so -- you understand you're
still under oath?

A Yes.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 12

was marked for identification.)

MR, MEUSER Q@ Ckay. In front of you right
now i s a docunent that's been marked as docunent nunber
12. Have you seen this docunent before?

A No, not until | sat down.

Q | amgoing to represent to you that this is a
docunent that was served on your counsel at about

1:00 a.m this norning, so your counsel had a very late
ni ght | ast night.

Wul d you take a mnute and just review the
response to Request for Production nunber one?

A Ckay.
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Q Okay. Now, go read the Request for Production
nunber one.

A (Wtness conplied.) The first line? Yes.

Q You were served with the notice of your
deposition on Monday, Decenber 1st; is that correct?

A If that's what the records are. | don't
remenber exactly what day it was.

Q Ckay. And in that deposition notice there was
a request to bring docunents; is that correct? Do you
remenber Julie going through that |ist of questions
where it said documents?

A Yes.

Q And did you bring any docunents with you

t oday?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. | have already
stated our position on the docunents. W are happy to
work with you going forward, but there was not
sufficient time to prepare for this deposition and to
gat her everything that we'd have to gather and review,
so the answer to your question is no.

MR MEUSER Q@ So in 10 days you have not been
able to produce a single docunment; is that correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: | would nore characterize it as
we are not produci ng any docunents today given the

burdensone nature of what you've requested and the need
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to review everything, gather everything, review
everything for privilege and the I|ike.

And, again, as | noted in ny e-mail to you, we
are very happy to establish a schedul e for that
producti on.

MR. MEUSER Q@ But as of today, at the tinme of
this deposition you have not brought any docunents to
this deposition?

A No.
Q kay. And there is no privilege |og that has
been delivered as of today; correct?

MR MANOLIUS: Correct. As | also stated in
my e-mail to you, we would be providing that as we went
t hrough the docunents and devel oped the docunents. It's
a very volum nous and tedious process and we' ve al so
been busily preparing for this deposition.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Did you know approxi mately how
many docunents that you gave to counsel to reviewin
response to this docunent production?

A | do not.
Q Was this produced to counsel in the formof a
el ectronic drive?

MR. MANOLIUS: (Qnjection. Attorney-client
privilege. | instruct you not to answer the question.

MR MEUSER Q@ Right nowall | amtrying to do
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is figure out the size of the file that you're trying to
revi ew, because you have not produced anything here --

MR. MANOLI US:  Un- huh.

MR MEUSER: -- so if it was 10 boxes of
paper, is it, you know, a zip drive that was
100 negabyt es?

All I amtrying to figure out is the volume of
docunents that you are review ng, so because it's been
10 days here and there's not a single docunent --

MR. MANOLI US:  Unh- huh.

MR. MEUSER: -- there's not a single privilege
log, so I'mjust trying to, in case we have to go to the
court, | amtrying to make sure that we have a record
here, Counsel

MR MANOLIUS: And | can tell you that | don't
know the size of it. It's volumnous. | amnot very
good on the technical end of things, | rely on other
people in ny firmto deal with that, which is in the
process and happening, so | don't know the size.

| nmean, | don't know if you know the size.

THE WTNESS: | have no idea. Every tine we
create a map there are files created, put in folders and
t hey have been given access to all of that.

MR MEUSER Q@ Did you send sone sort of zip

file to counsel when you delivered the docunents to
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counsel ?
A Dr opbox.
Q Dropbox. Do you recall what the size of the
Dropbox file was you transferred?
A It wasn't a file, it was access to the
folders, so | don't know what it was.
Q On what date did you give counsel access to
your conputers?
A | don't recall.

MR. MANOLIUS: bjection. Attorney-client
privilege. Don't answer the question.

MR. MEUSER Next | am handing you which is
called Exhibit 13, which is a subpoena to appear and
testify at a hearing in Los Angel es.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 13

was marked for identification.)

MR. MEUSER Q@ Earlier when we started this
deposition you were asked a few questions about being in
Los Angeles. At that tine you were not under subpoena.
This is an official subpoena to appear at trial on
Monday, the 15th.

WI1l you be appearing on Monday, the 15th?

MR. MANOLIUS: Qbjection. He's not conpelled
by this piece of paper to appear in Los Angeles. It's
beyond the 100-mle limt for a prelimnary injunction
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hearing. That's noted in Rule 45(c). He's already been
burdened by comng to this deposition on short notice
and preparing.

The Suprenme Court recently said that this is
not going to be an action that gets very far and the
burden on hi m has been enough, so he will not be
appearing in Los Angel es.

MR MEUSER | need to be able to explain to
the judge --

MR, MANOLI US:  Yes.

MR. MEUSER. -- so | appreciate that answer.

MR MANOLIUS: O course.

MR MEUSER  Ckay.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 14

was marked for identification.)

MR. MEUSER | have just handed you what is
called Exhibit D -- sorry, Exhibit 14, which is a DCCC
letter, "To whomit may concern,” fromJulie Merz.

And then it proceeds to be a 59 page docunent
that seens to have Redistricting Partners' |ogo on every
single page after the first page; is that correct?

A Seens excessive, seens |ike a |ot, but yes,
that is.

Q Is this a docunent that you prepared and gave
to DCCC?
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MR. MANOLIUS: You can answer.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

MR. WOODS: Counsel, before you get too far
do you have a paper copy?

MR. MEUSER It's called August 15th draft
map.

MR. WOODS: | understand ny special access has
been spotted, so it's gone.

MR, MEUSER | didn't, because | thought
everybody woul d be on the conputer file. | amsorry.

MR, WOODS: Ckay.

M5. MADDURI: Counsel, did you say this was a
docunent DCCC produced?

MR MEUSER It is actually a docunent that
you produced. It was in a zip file that was attached to
the e-mail that you, that we' ve already di scussed
earlier today.

In one of the e-mails that we were discussing
there was a Dropbox link and this letter appears in that
Dr opbox Ii nk.

M5. MADDURI: Can you identify the docunents
by Bates nunbers?

MR. MEUSER: No. This particular docunent
that he is | ooking at has not been Bates stanped or are
you tal king about the letter where this zip drive is?
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M5. MADDURI: | amsorry. | thought you said
this was a docunent that DCCC produced. |Is that not
right? |If they DCCC produced it, there would be Bates
stanps on it.

MR. MEUSER: DCCC had an e-mmil that is Bates
stanped. In that e-mail is a Dropbox link. Wen you
typed in the Dropbox |ink this docunent was still init,
so it was --

M5. MADDURI: | see. Ckay.

MR MEUSER Q@ -- and this was sonething that
was in an August 15th e-mail from Paul Mtchell to Julie
t hat we have di scussed earlier when Julie Ham || was
aski ng questions.

And if you look at the text in there, there
was a Dropbox link and that this docunent that he's
| ooki ng at right now cane fromthat Dropbox I|ink.

Have you seen that docunent before?

Yes.

Q And you created that docunent?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. The entirety of it?
Compound. You can answer.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Redistricting --

A To be clear, | put these two docunents
together. | did not create this letter.

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

03:33: 00
03:33: 02
03:33:05
03:33:09
03:33:11
03:33:13
03: 33: 16
03:33:20
03:33: 22
03:33:30
03:33:30
03:33: 36
03:33: 39
03:33: 40
03:33: 43
03:33: 47
03: 33:55
03: 33: 56
03: 33: 56
03:33:59
03: 34: 02
03: 34: 07
03:34: 09
03:34:10

03: 34: 14


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2 Filed 01/02/26  Page 194 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20475

DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM
Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025

193

Q You didn't create the letter, but you created
the . pdf docunent that's with the letter; correct?
A Uh- huh

MR. MANOLI US: Yeah?

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

MR. MEUSER @ Can you tell nme what these 59
pages are?

A This is a redistricting packet. Sonetinmes we
call it an atlas is what we called it internally.

It is of the cover nmap of the agency. It is
data tables for each of the districts and then inside of
it are individual maps of each district with data
regardi ng the popul ations, and then an inset map that
shows where that district lies within the State of
Cal i forni a.

Q So begi nni ng on page ni ne you have
congressional district one; correct?

A | don't have them nunbered, but | trust you
that that's page nine.

Q So prior to page nine, these are just going to
be data generally about the entire redistricting
process, all the districts; is that correct?

A The summary data table using the U C Berkel ey
st atewm de dat abase census and CVAP dat a.

Q Did you send this atlas to anybody el se?
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MR. MANOLIUS: Qbjection. Vague as to tine.

MR. MEUSER Q Between August 10th and
August 20th, did you send an atl as package to anybody
el se?

A Bet ween August 10th and August 20th, yes,
sure.

Q Who el se did you send the atlas packets to?
A | don't recall.

Q | am going to hand you what we're going to
mark as Exhibit 15 --

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 15

was marked for identification.)

MR MEUSER Q@ -- which is on the
Legi slature's Prop 50 website and it's actually titled
"atlas."

A Ch.

MR. MANOLI US: Thank you.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And for those follow ng al ong
at hone, this would be titled DCCC map atl as (AB604),
that's a docunment that has just been marked as
Exhi bit 15.

MR. MANOLIUS: Did you have a question, Mark?
| am sorry.

THE WTNESS: | have it.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Ckay. Do you believe that
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t hese two docunments were both generated by your in-house
sof t war e?

MR, MANOLIUS:  Hm?

THE WTNESS: Yes, these are what Syzygy
creat es.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Okay. Do you recall sending to
the State Legislature this particular legislative atlas
to the Legislature so that they could publish it online
so anybody could view it?

MR. MANOLIUS: (Qbjection. Speculation as to
t he purpose the Legislature would have, but you can
answer the first part of the question.

THE WTNESS: This legislative map, this map
was run by us in order for the Legislature to place
sonething as a .pdf on the website.

MR MEUSER Q@ Ckay. | noticed that the one
that | handed you that we got fromthe DCCC e-mail, that
said, that has your |ogo Redistricting Partners;
correct?

A Yes.

Q And the one that's marked 15 has the
California Legislature seal; is that correct?

A Yep.

Q Do you know if you put on the i mges of seals
or do you know if the Legislature did that? Do you have
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any know edge of how the | ogo was changed?
A Yeah. W have a file, they provided us the
| ogos.
Q So the State Legislature provided you the
| ogos, you put those on and you mailed it to the
appropriate person at the State Legislature; is that
correct?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. Are you aware if there's any difference
in these two docunents --

MR. MANOLI US: (nbjection.

MR. MEUSER Q@ -- other than the | o0go?

MR. MANOLIUS: O her than the | ogo?
ojection. Information that's privileged under
| egislative privilege. | instruct you not to answer the
guesti on.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Ckay. Can you turn to page --
the section of the page that is district one?

MR WOCODS: On which docunent?

MR MANCOLIUS: On which one?

MR MEUSER: Both sets.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Is the content on, regarding
district one other than the | ogo the sane on these two

document s?
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A No.
Q What is different?

MR. MANOLIUS: ojection. Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

MR. MEUSER: You're going to instruct himnot
to answer sonething that is a public docunent that's on
a State Legislature website?

MR MANOLI US: Oh.

THE WTNESS: The difference is that the one
provi ded to, by the DCCC has voter registration in the

upper right-hand corner, and the one provided by the

Legi sl ature has that sanme box, but the 2020 census field

info in that.
MR. MEUSER Q@ Wen you were preparing the

atlas for the Legislature, did anyone ask you to put in

the different box, and not put in party registration, in

your atlas?

MR. MANOLIUS: ojection. | wll object,

| egislative privilege. | instruct you not to answer the

guesti on.

MR MEUSER Q@ M. Mtchell, you're not
answering that question at the instruction of your
counsel ?

A Exactly.

Q And let's just go to the second page of either
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one of these, of both of these docunents, so it wll be
t he page that starts wth 2020 census.

A Oh, second page. kay.

Q O her than the logo at the top of the page,
are you aware of any nunbers on this page that are
different?

A No.

Q For the series of questions | am about ready
to ask, | don't care which one of these you use, you can
put whi chever one in front of you that you want, because
| am going to ask about sone nunbers on the tables, so
one, whichever one you prefer, I'll just make sure
everybody knows.

So you are going to use the official
| egislative atlas here real quick. Ckay.

First question | amgoing to ask you, before
we actually turn to the nunbers on this page is: How
many Hi spanic-majority districts were drawn by the
commi ssi on?

MR MANOLIUS: [In 20217

MR MEUSER Q In 2021.

MR, MANOLIUS: If you know.

THE W TNESS: Si xteen

MR. MEUSER Q@ Ckay. Do you know how many of
them were designated by the comm ssion as a Voting
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Rights Act district?
A Fourt een.
Q How many Hi spanic-majority districts did you
create as a part of this |egislative package that becane
known as Prop 507

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Looking at the official atlas
that is a public docunent, is congressional district one
a Hispanic-majority district?

A No.

Q | s congressional district two a
Hi spanic-majority district?

A No.

Q | s congressional district three a
Hi spanic-majority district?

A No.

Q | s congressional district four a
Hi spanic-majority district?

A No.

Q | s congressional district five a
Hi spanic-majority district?

A No.

Q | s congressional district six a
Hi spanic-majority district?
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A No.
Q I s congressional district seven a
Hi spanic-majority district?
A No.
Q | s congressional district eight a
Hi spanic-majority district?
A No.
Q | s congressional district nine a
Hi spanic-majority district?
A No.
Q Before | go to the next page, | amgoing to
ask you a question.

Earlier today, Julie was asking you questions
about Hi spanic opportunity districts or mnority
opportunity districts, and | believe you said sonething
along the lines, and correct ne if |I'mwong, but
sonething that different people have a different matrix
of what is a Hi spanic opportunity district or a mnority
opportunity district.

Not tal ki ng about the maps of Prop 50, but
generally speaking, in the redistricting world, what is
your definition of a mnority opportunity district?

MR. MANOLI US: QObjection. Asked and answered,
m sstates his testinony. He already said that. You
have got it, Paul.
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THE WTNESS: | don't know that it's right to
go all the way back to that question, but I think the
term m ght have been different than calling it a
mnority opportunity district.

| don't think that was the term nol ogy that
was used in the earlier question.

But 1've seen people use the termmnority
opportunity district in different ways and | don't have,
like, a favorite term nology for that.

Q Have you ever drawn a, what you would classify
as a mnority opportunity district?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. To the extent
you' re asking about Prop 50, instruct you not to answer
based on legislative privilege. You can answer that
out side of that context.

MR. WOODS: Al so, vague.

THE WTNESS: | don't use that term nol ogy,
don't think, so if | had ever said sonething was a
mnority opportunity district, that m ght surprise ne.
That's sonmething that is -- that does -- that's
generally not sonething that | use as term nol ogy.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And when | say a
Hi spanic-majority district, are you considering that as
a CVAP-mgjority district or would you just see it or are
you answering that as just a popul ation being the
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majority?

MR. MANOLIUS: Yeah. Funny objection.
shoul d have clarified that before, so what's your --

THE WTNESS: Wen we're talking in a
redistricting construct, the shorthand woul d be that
when you say what is the Latino share of the district,
you're tal king about it within a Voting R ghts Act
context and so we're using the citizen voting age
popul ati on.

MR MEUSER Q So that's the CVAP nunber and a
CVAP percent age; correct?
A Yes.
Q So when |'ve been asking you the questions
about the Hi spanic-mgjority, you' re |l ooking at the lines
on this chart that are Latino CVAP and a Lati no CVAP
per cent age; correct?
A Yes.
Q Okay. W are going to start asking those
guestions again and we are going to start on
congressional district 10.

| s congressional district 10 a Hispanic
mnority/majority district?
A It's not a majority/mnority district.
Q | s congressional district 11 a

mnority/mpjority district?
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A | think, generally, we say majority/mnority,
but, no.

Q Yes, sorry. |s congressional district 12 a
Hi spanic majority/mnority district?

A No.

Q | s congressional district 13 a Hispanic
majority/mnority district?

A Yes.

Q | s congressional district 14 a Hispanic
majority/mnority district?

A No.

Q I s congressional district 15 a Hi spanic
majority/mnority district?

A No.

Q | s congressional 16 a Hispanic
majority/mnority district?

A No.

Q | s congressional district 17 a Hispanic
majority/mnority district?

A No.

Q | s congressional district 18 a Hispanic
majority/mnority district?

A Yes.

Q So two on this page; correct?

A Yes.
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Q Going to the next page, we are going to be
| ooki ng at congressional district 19.

| s congressional district 19 a H spanic
majority/mnority district?
A No.

MR. MANOLI US: Counsel, just wonderi ng,
mean, the docunent speaks for itself.

MR MEUSER Q@ Well, | asked himand you
objected, so | amhaving to do this one at a tine, so if
you want to ask -- if you want to allow himto answer
how many Hi spanic ngjority/mnority districts, and |
know t hat he knows what that nunber is, so if you want
to allow himto do it, we don't have to do this one by
one, but | amnore than willing to do this one at a
time. Okay?

MR. MANOLI US: Maybe he can check it out and
add themup off the docunment. Wuld that be okay?

MR MEUSER Q@ Al | was |looking for was a
nunber .

A There are 16.

Q Thank you. Wiich 16 congressional districts
are Hispanic majority/mnority districts?

A Wi ch are the 16?7 You want nme to nane them
all?

Q Yes.
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A | nean, |1'd have to go back and do it the way
we did it then. So you're tal king about district nunber
13, 18, 21, 22, 25, 29, 31, 33, 34, 35, 38, 39, 41, 46,
and 52.
Q Thank you. Now, earlier we were asking sone
guestions about the HOPE |l etter; correct?
A Yes.
Q And do you recall seeing in the transcript
where you stated to HOPE that you were hel ping HOPE with
that process of the HOPE letter?

MR. WOODS: (bjection, mscharacterizes
t esti nony.

MR. MANOLI US: Yeah, m sstates his testinony.

MR MEUSER Q@ Well, let's go to the HOPE
presentation real quick. You probably have it in the
stack right over there.
A What nunber is it?

MR, MANOLI US: 10?

THE WTNESS: Okay. Eleven? N ne?

MR MEUSER Q@ 1'd like you to go to page 23
and 24, so page 23, line 24, through page 24, line 5.
A Yes, in the last redistricting process. That
wasn't your question, SO yes.
Q Yes. So | amgoing to just read this out |oud

and you just tell ne if | read it correctly. "And |
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started listing out this concept of drawing a
repl acenent Latino majority/mnority district in the
m ddl e of Los Angeles. That was the nunber one thing
that | first started thinking about, because it was
sonmething that I worked with HOPE on in the | ast
redi stricting process.”

Did | read that correctly?

A Yes.
Q What did you do with HOPE during 2021 during
the redistricting process?
A They had an interest in keeping a district for
an i ncunbent nmenber of Congress and that aligned with
our client's interest in drawi ng an LGBT community of
interest district that would go from Long Beach down to
Orange County, and so there was a synergy between those
groups and ot hers.

And so we worked with HOPE on it. As it was
said earlier, | have had, like, a 15 year relationship
wi th HOPE and never been, | don't charge them but
t hey --

Q Did you draw a map for HOPE that they were
using in 2021?

A We drew maps. | don't know, their
presentation actually didn't present a map that | drew.
Q Ckay.
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A Their letter didn't present a map that | drew,
so they were advocating for maps though.

Q And you were working with a different

organi zation that was joined with HOPE at that tine?

A Yes.

Q Were you a part of that expert report that was
attached to the HOPE letter?

A That was sonething that was kind of a
byproduct of another contract that | had, so | was aware
that it was being done. | was aware that that was done,
but | didn't wite it.

Q You didn't wite the report. Did you consult
with the people who wote that report?

A Consulted with Christian G ose, yes.

Q And this woul d have been at or around the tine
of Novenber of 20217

A Oh, probably earlier than that, but yes, in
2021.

Q You understand that the HOPE letter is dated
Novenber 24th, 2021; correct?

A Yes.

Q And you understand that the report by
Christian G ose is dated Novenmber 23rd, 2021; correct?
A Sur e.

Q So prior to Novenber 23, 2021, what
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interactions did you have with Christian Grose that was
related to the report that is contained in the

Novenber 24th, 2021, letter?

A In the 2021 redistricting, we worked with
clients who contracted with Christian Gose to do a

vari ety of analyses in several parts of the state, so
that that's at a tinme when this organization was | ooking
for sonething to advocate, they woul d have a docunent to
use.

Q Turn to congressional district 41 in that

atl as.

A (Wtness conplied.)

Q And | amsorry, you probably won't appreciate
this, but I call this particular district the Yoga
Ceni e, because a thousand years in a |anp, you have a
pretty bad back, but that's ny imagination.

Do you see the word "Downey" --

Yes.

-- in this particular district?

Yes.

o » O >

And | ooking at the HOPE |l etter, what was the
nunber one city that they mentioned for this new gateway
district?

MR, MANOLIUS: And you're referring to 20217

MR. MEUSER  Yes, 2021.
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MR. MANOLI US: Okay.
THE W TNESS: Downey.
MR. MEUSER @ Ckay. And does that
description, say, go down to Orange County?
A No, not for this district --
Q In the HOPE letter --
A -- | don't think so, not in that bullet point
nunmber one. Sorry. Does it say it sonmewhere el se?
Q | think you're right. It actually says it in
the --
A -- second bul l et point.
Q No. [It's actually in the expert report here.
Sorry.
A | don't know.
Q | s Downey in congressional district 417
A Yes.
Q In your presentation to HOPE you said that you
created a new congressional district taking Ken
Calvert's 41 and insert it in the gateway cities.
| s congressional district 41 the district you
were referring to in your HOPE presentation?
MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Instruct you not to
answer, |egislative privilege.
MR, MEUSER Q@ And you're not answering that
guestion at the instruction of your attorney?
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1| A Correct.

2 Q Turning to page 24 of the transcript regarding
3 HOPE, starting line 20 --

4 MR WOODS: | amsorry. Page 24, Counsel ?

5 MR. MEUSER: 24, |ine 20.

6 MR. WOODS: Thank you.

7 MR. MEUSER Q "Nunber one, create a gateway
8 cities district centered around Downey as described in

9 the analysis allowng for a creation of five Latino

10 majority/mnority districts in an area where there are
11 currently four?"

12 Did | read that correctly?

13 A Yes.

14 Q My question is this: |Is the Cty of Downey in
15 congressional district 41, according to the legislative
16 | atlas that we have nmarked as Exhibit 157

17 A Yes.

18 Q The very next paragraph, starting on line 25
19 into page 25, "Secondly, take a district that was called
20 LB North, which is now the Robert Garcia district, take
21 that district to the south through Seal Beach into
22 Hunti ngt on Beach making a Latino-influenced district at
23 | 35 percent Latino by voting age popul ation."
24 Did | read that correctly?
25 A Yes.
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Q Okay. Looking at congressional district 42 in
the atlas |egislative atlas, does congressional district
42 include the cities of Long Beach, Seal Beach and
Newport -- and Hunti ngton Beach?

A Yes.

Q | am going to ask a question that's been
buggi ng nme since day one since | have seen this.

You were aware that in the California
Constitution we are supposed to nunber congressional
districts one at the top of the state down to 52 at the
bott om

Do you know why these districts got nunbered
contrary to what the California Constitution says?

MR, MANOLIUS: QObjection. Calls for a |egal
conclusion, calls for specul ation.

MR, WOODS: (bjection. Sane objections.

Al so, relevance.

MR. MEUSER  You can answer.

MR. MANOLI US: Same obj ection, Counsel.

THE W TNESS:. The deci sion on nunbering was
based, | think, primarily on reducing the anmount of
change as opposed to the Constitution' s previous
requi renent before Prop 50 of nunbering one to 52.

In the ball ot neasure Prop 50 all owed for that

to be bypassed for this one redistricting. It was just
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to reduce the nunber of the anpbunt of letters that would
have to be reprinted.

MR. MEUSER: | appreciate that answer.

Q | believe |I've heard public statenents by you
t hat nine congressional districts did not change a
singl e boundary; is that correct?

MR. MANOLI US: QObjection. Vague as to where
you' ve heard that and where that conmes from calls for
specul ation. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | believe it's nine or ten. |
al ways forget exactly the nunber, but there were a | arge
nunber of districts that were too far away from areas
where we were trying to flip districts.

MR. MEUSER Q@ As you sit here today, could
you nane the nine or ten congressional districts that
di d not change a single boundary?

MR, MANOLI US: Between 2021's redistricting --

MR. MEUSER: And the conmmi ssion.

THE WTNESS: | could attenpt to.

MR. MANOLIUS: Don't specul ate.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

MR MEUSER Q@ | amentitled to your best
recollection and if you can nane six you nanme six, if
you -- just the best of your ability.

A There's one technical thing is that | believe
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that potentially the census block |ayer changed a little
bit, so there m ght be sone changes that are like a
census bl ock is unpopul ated kind of thing, but districts
11 and 12, which are unchanged.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Those are in the Bay Area?

A Yep. District -- | don't deal with these
districts as much, | don't know as much, is it Ted
Lieu' s district didn't change, and | don't have the zoom
to know what Ted Lieu's district is.

Q Vell, you' re |looking at a docunent that has
maps of every single --

A It doesn't say the nunbers on the nmap.

Q | know that, but you could flip through and
find the individual districts, couldn't you?

A Ch, yeah, yeah, yeah. Sorry.

MR, MANOLIUS: Just throw in an objection that
it's conpound and burdensone that he has to go through
the entire packet, but that's okay.

THE WTNESS: Wy am| not finding the Ted
Lieu district? | amunsure if district 19 changed. The
Ted Lieu district, whatever nunber that is --

MR MEUSER Q@ Ckay.

A -- there it is, 36. Sorry. It was just
taking ne awhile to get to it.

Q And that's the coastal Los Angel es County?
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A Santa Mboni ca, yeah.

37 did not change.

43 did not change. | know I've m ssed sone,
soit's hard for nme --

Q If I do ny math right, | have heard you nane
five districts right now, correct?

A Yeah. So I'd have to go back and | ook, but |
thought it was, like, nine districts that didn't change
at all. | would just have to go look at it nore

cl osely, because there are districts where, there are
sonme districts where we made a small change, |ike

uni fying Ventura and in a district that wasn't otherw se
changed or sonmething like that, so |I'd have to go

t hrough, again, and | ook, but |I believe it added up to
nine. Sorry.

Q kay. If you want to turn to your Capito
Weekly Podcast transcript, and | amreading from page 11
starting at lines four through eight. Page 11, four

t hr ough ei ght.

And this particular conversation was nade
public on August 15th, 2025. Do you recall if you nade
t he podcast the sane day that it aired?

A | don't recall.
Q And this sentence reads, "And, you know, the
fact that we can do these things in terns of |ike
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drawi ng maps, that is, you know, it's not touching nine
entire congressional districts.”

Did | read that correctly?

A Yes.

Q When you said that, was -- were you saying
that you did not change the lines in nine congressional
districts?

MR, MANOLIUS: QObjection. Legislative
privilege and instruct you not to answer the question.

MR. MEUSER: This is a public statenent that
he has nade saying that he did not touch nine entire
congressional districts and | am just making sure that
at the tinme he nmade the statenent publicly for the world
to see --

MR. MANOLI US:  Un- huh.

MR. MEUSER: -- that it was his understandi ng
that he did not touch, that the Prop 50 maps did not
touch nine entire congressional districts.

MR. MANOLIUS: Again, you can ask himif he
said it, but 1'"'mgoing to object to anything going
further than that.

MR MEUSER @ Did you say that?

A Yes.
Q Ckay. And is it your understandi ng that when

you said, "You know, it's not touching nine entire
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congressional districts,” is it your understandi ng that
t hat meant nine congressional districts had zero line
changes?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer, legislative privilege.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And are you refusing to answer
t hat question at your attorney's request?
A Correct.
Q Are you famliar wth the organi zati on MALDEF
M A-L-D E-F?
A Yes.
Q Have you wor ked wi th MALDEF

MR. MANOLIUS: Vague as to "work with." Hired
by?

MR. MEUSER Q Have you ever been hired by
MAL DEF?
A No.
Q During the 2021 redistricting, did you ever
see any of the reports presented by MALDEF?
A Yes.
Q kay. And do you recall as you sit here today
how many Hi spanic majority/mnority districts MALDEF was
asking the conm ssion to draw?
A No.

MR. MEUSER Ckay. W are going to go ahead
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and mark this as Exhibit 16.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 16

was nmarked for identification.)

MR. MEUSER @ And for those follow ng al ong
at hone, this is going to be the docunent in the file
that is called, "MALDEF Report 2021."

MR, MANOLI US: Geez.

MR. MEUSER And | have got a copy for you
t oo, Counsel

MR. WOODS: Mark, do you have anot her copy for
me?

MR MEUSER | do not. Sorry. | didn't want
to kill trees, but | thought everybody el se woul d have
that file. Sorry.

Q Have you seen this particular report before
that's just been handed to you as Exhibit 167

A Not that | -- not that | recall. | am
presuming | would have, | just don't renenber, exactly.
Q If you could turn to page, what's been nmarked
as page 10 in that, this exhibit?

A They have page nunbers?

Q Yes, should be in the bottomright,

A Uh- huh

Q And | amjust, top two lines after the,
"Statenent of Voting R ghts Conpliance,” | amgoing to
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just read these.
A Uh- huh
Q "After the rule of equal population the first
rule of redistricting is construct -- is constructing
districts to conply with Section 2 of the Federal Voting
Rights Act. The MALDEF U.S. Congressional Redistricting
Plan presents 16 Latino nmajority citizen voting age
popul ation districts that are |argely protectabl e under
Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act."

Did | read that correct?

A Yes.
Q Are you aware that in the 2021 cycl e MALDEF
was asking the conm ssion to draw 16 districts where
Hi spanics were the majority, according to CVAP?

MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection. Calls for
speculation. He's already said he doesn't recall seeing
t hi s docunment before.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall specifically, but
| ooking at it, it |looks |like one of those docunents,
so --

MR MEUSER Q@ If you could turn to the next
page, 11.

A (Wtness conplied.)
Q And before | ask you this, before | ask you
gquestions, you're kind of thunbing through the inmages of
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all the maps that are with this report?
A Uh- huh.
Q Do you recall ever seeing any of these nmaps
bef or e?
A | can't speak to any of these individual naps.
Q kay.
A This is five years ago.
Q | understand. But it doesn't refresh your
recollection as to having seen it?

MR. MANOLI US: Ckay. Just conpound because
there are many maps in here so --

MR. MEUSER Q Yeah.
A | have | ooked at MALDEF maps for a long tine.
They | ook the sanme in every road.
Q And who wote thenf
A Steven Ochoa probably did these. Steven
Ochoa, nost likely.
Q And when was the last tine you talked to
St even Cchoa?
A Several weeks or a nonth ago or so, a couple
of nonths ago or sonething.
Q Did you speak with Steven Cchoa at any tine
bet ween July 2nd and February 15th?
A Nope. You said February. August.
Q August 15t h.
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A No.
Q Did you speak with anybody at MALDEF between
July 2nd and August 15th?
A No. Let ne anend that to say | don't recall.
Q You can go ahead and set that aside. | have
got a couple fun exhibits here.
A That's it?

MR, MANOLIUS: Finally.

MR. MEUSER | am handing you Exhibit 17.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 17

was nmarked for identification.)

MR. MEUSER Q@ And for those follow ng al ong
at home, this Exhibit 17 is a Paul Mtchell X post dash
52 Denocrat map.

Can you please identify for the record what
Exhibit 17 is?

A Exhibit 17 is a Tweet of mne and it was
posted on Novenber 3rd.

Q Day before el ection?

A There you go.

Q And what does this particular X post of yours
show?

MR, MANOLI US: (Qbjection. Conpound.

(bj ection, also, to the word "show. " Vague.

MR. MEUSER  Ckay. |'ll re-ask.
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Q What is the significance of this particular X
post that you were trying to convey to the world when
you sent it out?

A Well, | was trying to convey to the limted
nunber of people who follow nme that |, as was done in
the other testinony rather derisively referred to
Twitter maps, and | felt as though Twitter nmaps show ng
crazy lines drawn by sonebody in their basenent weren't
necessarily productive into the conversation, and so |
was expressing ny frustration with the silly Twitter
maps.

Q And | renenber the conversati on we had which
is why we got this into the record here.

This is an exanple of one of the 52 old maps
that you criticized throughout the, fromJuly 2nd al
the way through to Novenber 3rd; is that correct?

Yes.
Regardi ng your atlas, the CVAP nunbers --
Uh- huh.

-- what, where did you get the CVAP nunbers?

> O >» O >

You're required to use the statew de

dat abases’ CVAP data and popul ation data in California.
Q kay. And what year of database was the state
redi stricting database using?

A In the termnology in redistricting, we don't
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refer to the year that it was produced, we refer to the
year that it represents, and so the data is the '19 -
‘23 CVAP, so a five-year average from 2019 to 2023.

Q And when you're tal king about the five-year
average you're tal king about the Anerican Comunity
Survey put on by the census?

A It's a product, it's a special product put on,
put together after the American Community Survey as a
speci al kind of addendum

Q Okay. And so the statew de database is taking
the data fromthe census, and then as you were talking
to Julie earlier today, they renove the prisoners from
that; is that correct?

A Real | ocat e.

Q Real | ocate. And that is the data that you
were using in this particular report?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Not 2022?

A You mean, not 18227

Q Not the 2022 ACS data. You were using 2023
ACS data; correct?

A In 2022, they were using the, like, no, it's
not the same CU update as they were using in the 2021
redistricting process, if that's what you're asking.

Q Vll, | understand that the redistricting
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conmi ssi on could not have used the 2023 data, because it
did not exist at that tinme; correct?

A They coul dn't have used the '19 to '23, of
cour se.

Q And what you're saying is that in these

atl ases, the nunbers that you were using was the '19 to
'23 five-year ACS data; correct?

(Wtness noddi ng head.)

Ils that a "yes"?

Yes.

o » O >

kay. The only reason why | amsaying this is
because we have a had experts for the |ast four days
give ne different places where you were getting your
data, so | amjust trying to get fromyou which set of
nunbers all the experts are supposed to | ook at.

A Yeah.

Q So, again, | amgoing to repeat, just to nmake
sure | have a clean record so that all of our experts
know.

When we're | ooking at the CVAP data that is
contained in the atlas, you were using the 2023 census
data, the American community census data froma
five-year period that was then reallocated according to
t he statew de dat abase?

A So to use the term nology of redistricting
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consultants we all agree upon, | think, we used the '19
- '23, which neans it's data from 2019 to 2023, that
five-year average, and it's that data fromthe census
as has been adjusted by the statew de dat abase.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 18

was marked for identification.)

MR. MEUSER Q@ Thank you. | appreciate that.
And | don't think I amgoing to need this one, but since
we printed it up. | amgoing to just go ahead and give
it to you.

| am going to hand you what has been narked as
Exhibit 18. And for those following at hone, this is a
DM Tweet concerning use of recent ACS survey dat a.

Do you renenber this X post?

If | can take a | ook real quick.

Pl ease, do.
A | do recall this.

(O f-the-record di scussion between

M. Manolius and the Wtness.)

THE W TNESS: Sorry.

THE REPCRTER: Are we on the record or off the
record?

MR. MEUSER Q This particul ar post has
absolutely nothing to do with Prop 50; correct?
A Absol utely.
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Q But this does have to do with redistricting in
California; correct? Los Angeles City, to be precise?
A Yes.

Q And in the particular post there was a X post
that you' re responding to where sonebody was suggesting
they should be redistricting in Los Angeles City; is

t hat correct?

A Coul d you restate that? | am sorry.

Q VWll, you can't actually see this because you
don't see what this is responding to, so | amgoing to
actual ly rephrase.

You were aware a year ago that there were sone
public di scussions about redistricting Los Angel es
County; correct?
A Yes.
Q And in response to those public discussions
you posted your thoughts on X; is that correct?
A Yes.
Q And is it your position that if sonebody is
redrawi ng the lines that they need to use the nost
recent ACS dat abase, not the one that their districting
commi ssi on used, but they have to use the npbst recent
one available at the tine that they redraw the |ines?
A | would want to --

MR, MANOLIUS: QObjection, as to they have to
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use, like a legal requirenent. That's just ny
guestion -- ny objection.

THE WTNESS: | want to be clear here. Yes, |
believe that if they were to redraw, | say in here on
Twitter they would have to use, but | think maybe in a
deposition the better term nol ogy would be that they
woul d normal |y use the |atest Anmerican Community Survey
data, because that is what is in practice in California,
is we use the data as it gets updated every year.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And that is what you did when
updating the atlases --

A Yes.
Q -- that are a matter of public record?

MR. MANOLIUS: QObjection, to the extent you're
aski ng himhow he drew his maps, |egislative privilege,
but you can answer the question at this point.

THE WTNESS: W thout speaking to the line
drawi ng process, the maps that you are showing ne are
usi ng the new ACS dat a.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Anot her one of your X posts,
and | don't know, I amjust going to do a quick thing.

In this particular X post you're tal king about
three separate articles. | have all three articles
here. Do we want to attach themall as one exhibit or

do you want this to be four separate exhibits? Wat's

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

04: 20: 37
04: 20: 40
04: 20: 44
04: 20: 50
04: 20: 55
04: 20: 58
04:21: 02
04: 21: 06
04:21: 09
04:21: 12
04:21: 13
04:21: 15
04:21: 15
04:21: 17
04:21: 19
04:21: 23
04:21: 26
04:21: 29
04:21: 32
04: 21: 36
04:21: 41
04:21: 45
04:21: 48
04: 21: 52

04:21:55


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2  Filed 01/02/26  Page 228 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20509
DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM

Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025 227
better for you?

MR MANOLIUS: | don't care.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 19

was nmarked for identification.)

MR MEUSER Q@ We'Ill do it as four separate
exhibits, so we can do this.

So Exhibit 19 is going to be a Paul Mtchel
Tweet that |'ma calling, if you re keeping track at
home, in that link or in that X post has three different
l'i nks.

The first one is Caltech; is that correct?

A Yes.

MR. MEUSER. And so | am marking as Exhibit 20
what is a Caltech report.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 20

was marked for identification.)

MR. MEUSER Q@ Can you look at this real
briefly and tell nme if that is the report that you were
l[inking to in your X post?

A | can't see the link to say whether | was
linking to, like, an article that had this report or
this report directly to .pdf, but this is the report |
woul d be referencing in this, that first part.

MR. MEUSER. And then | am going to hand you
Exhibit 21 --
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(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 21
was marked for identification. )
MR MEUSER Q@ -- which is a PPIC report
Please let ne know if this is a report that you were
referring to in your X post?
A Yes.
MR. MEUSER And | amsorry, Counsel, let ne
just -- 1 should have handed this to you earlier.
MR. MANOLI US: Thank you.
(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 22
was nmarked for identification.)
MR MEUSER Q@ And then the third link is
tal ki ng about a UCLA report; correct?
A Yes.
Q And is that the UCLA report, what | have just
mar ked as Exhibit 227
A Actually, 1 think you have got these
backwar ds.
Q Ch.
A The second one is the AAPI one and the third
one is the PPIC one.
Q Thank you. But the three reports that | just
handed you are the three reports that you were referring
to in your particular X post, is that --
A Yes.
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Q -- correctly stated?
A Yep.
Q kay. Is it fair for me to assune that you
read all three of those reports?
A No. | definitely glossed over them | don't
know that | read themall thoroughly, particularly the
| ast Cal-Poly one, | don't knowthat | read it every
l[ine. | don't know that | read them the PPIC one.
Q Did you in the X post, | see that we'll start
with the Cal, the Cal-Poly Caltech report --
A Uh- huh
Q -- | see that there is a quotation that you,
that is in your X post.
A Uh- huh
Q Did you pull that quotation out of the report?
A | believe that was the point of the quotes,
but I'd have to find it in here. | don't know where it
is exactly. It looks like -- oh, I'd have to | ook for
it.
Q Were you the one who submitted this X post?
A Yes.
Q D d anybody el se have access to your X
account ?
A No.
Q And you reviewed the three docunents; correct?
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MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Asked and answered.
He said he was famliar with thema little bit.

THE WTNESS: | amfamliar with them yeah.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And these three quotes that are
in the X post, you pulled those quotes and typed them
into the X post; is that correct?
A | think that's what |'m purporting here is
that these are quotes fromthese docunents, so that's
what |' m presum ng.
Q kay. Let's read the first quote.

"Proposed Proposition 50 map will further
i ncrease Latino voting power over the current conm ssion
map. "

Did | read that correctly?

Yes.
Q Do you agree with that statenment?

MR MANOLI US: Objection. Legislative
privilege and instruct himnot to answer.

MR. MEUSER Q@ On what day did you send this X
post ?
A Oct ober 23rd.
Q Were you still working for the Legislature on
t hat day?

MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection. Lacks foundation
and vague as to the term"working for." You can answer.
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THE WTNESS: | wasn't working for anybody at
this point, other than PDI
MR. MEUSER Q@ Was this post made in any kind
of official capacity on behalf of the Legislature to
pronote the Prop 50 maps?
A | think you' d have to unpack -- | am sure that
| was doing this in order to pronote or advance the
Legislature's interest in passing Prop 50 in the
canpaign's interest.
Q Did you ask -- sorry.
D d sonebody ask you to post these three
articles and pronote thenf
MR. MANOLIUS: O any one of them
MR MEUSER Q@ O any one of then?
A No.
Q As a citizen who was concerned about Prop 50
maps, you were reading the news regularly on Prop 50;
correct?
A Yes.
Q And you read these studies that tal ked about
Prop 50; correct?
A | saw they existed, yes.
Q And you took the time to pull quotes out of
t hat, those studies; correct?
A Yes.
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Q And do you have anything on your X posts that
say re-Tweets are not ny own thoughts or anything |ike
t hat ?

A | don't think that neans anyt hing.
Q Okay. You posted these because you believed
t hese particul ar statenments?
A | think that | posted these because | believed
these particular statenents would be encouraging to
peopl e who want to ensure that these maps aren't sonehow
ruinous to the communities that they care about.
Q So focusing in on the Cal-Poly Ponona, that
statenment that is in quotation marks, do you, Pau
Mtchell, as a private citizen agree with that
st at enent ?
MR, MANOLIUS: Qbject. Legislative privilege,
don't answer.
MR. MEUSER Q@ And are you not answering that
question at the instruction of your attorney?
A Correct.
Q Let's read the second quotation. "Proposed
map likely will increase Asian-Anmerican voting power."
Did | read that correctly?
Yes.
Q And do you agree with that statenent?
MR, MANOLIUS: Sane objection. | instruct you
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not to answer.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And are you not answering that
qguestion at the instruction of your attorney?
A Correct.
Q Third quote: "The proposed plan matches the
current one al nost exactly: It adds one nore Latino
i nfluence district, but otherw se replicates the status
quo. "

Did | read that correctly?
A Yes.
Q And do you agree with that particul ar
st at enent ?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And you are not answering that
qguestion at the instruction of your attorney?
A Correct.
Q Earlier today we, | think, if I'mremenbering
right it was Exhibit 5 which was the contract that you
signed with the DCCC. Can you go pull that up?
A (Wtness conplied.) Thank you.
Q In this particular contract you were paid, you
agreed to be paid $325,000; is that correct?
A For the entirety of the contract?
Q Yes.
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1 A Yes.
2 Q Okay. And | believe you said earlier that you
3 | were paid $108,000 roughly by the DCCC, is that correct?
4 A Yes.
5 (Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 23
6 was marked for identification.)
7 MR MEUSER @ Ckay. | amgoing to mark as
8 Exhi bit 23 a docunent that's Bates stanped DCCC000177.
9 This is an invoice fromthe DCCC for or to the DCCC from
10 Redi stricting Partners; correct?
11 A Yes.
12 Q And it's for, what is the dollar anmount on
13 | that?
14 | A $108, 000 - -
15 | Q And --
16 | A -- 333.33.
17 Q Thank you. And has that invoice been paid?
18 A Yes.
19 | Q Ckay. Have you been paid $108, 000,
20 | $108, 333.33 from Hakeem Jeffries?
21 A Yes.
22 Q Ckay. Have you been paid $108, 333.34 from
23 House Majority PAC?
24 A |'"d to have clarify which one gave ne 34 cents
25 or 33 cents, but, in general, yes, within a penny.
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Q Okay. Well, I can tell you frompublic
filings that Hakeem Jeffries clainms that he paid you the
$0. 33.

A Oh. So HWP drew the short straw
Q They haven't made their public disclosure yet,
but I don't know that, but | amassum ng that that would
be the case.

So, on what date did you receive paynent from
t he DCCC?
A On or around the date of this invoice.
Q And what is the date of that invoice?
A Actual ly, yeah, on or around the date of the
i nvoi ce, August 15th.
Q kay. And on or about what tine were you paid
by Hakeem Jeffries?
A | don't recall.
Q Was it about a nonth later in the mddle of
Sept enber ?
A That sounds appropriate, that sounds about
right.
Q And do you know when House Majority PAC or HWP
pai d you?
A Around the sane time, | think, around the sane
time.

MR. MANOLIUS: As which one?

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

04:31: 42
04:31: 45
04:31: 49
04:31: 50
04: 31: 54
04: 31: 58
04:31: 59
04:32: 00
04: 32: 04
04:32: 05
04:32: 08
04:32: 09
04:32:12
04:32: 13
04:32: 17
04:32: 19
04:32: 20
04:32: 23
04:32: 23
04: 32: 26
04: 32: 26
04:32:31
04:32: 32
04:32: 34

04:32: 34


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2  Filed 01/02/26  Page 237 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20518

DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM
Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025

236

MR. MEUSER Q As which one?
A As Hakeem Jeffries.
Q Okay. | was going there too. D d you retain
any attorneys as a part of the drawing of the Prop 50
maps?

MR. WOODS: (bjection. Anmbi guous.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Did Redistricting Partners have
to retain any attorneys that were paid out of that
$325, 0007
A No.
Q | believe you have said in public that a VRA
anal ysis was done. Wat attorneys did that VRA
anal ysi s?

MR. MANOLI US: Qbjection. Lacks foundation.
What attorneys? You can answer.

THE WTNESS: The VRA anal ysis was not done by
an attorney.

MR. MEUSER @ Ckay. Who did the VRA analysis
that you referred to in your public comments?

MR, MANOLIUS: If you know.

THE WTNESS: Yeah. Christian G ose.

MR MEUSER Q@ kay. And Christian Gose is,
|"ve heard his nane pop up a couple tinmes here today.
Who is Christian G ose?

A He is a professor at the Schwarzenegger
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Institute UC or at USC, |ike, the nane is sonething |ike
that, and he's a recogni zed expert in voting rights.

Q Did Redistricting Partners pay himto do that
VRA report?

MR, MANOLI US: (Objection. Legislative
privilege. [I'll instruct you not to answer.

MR. MEUSER @ And you're not answering that
guestion at the instruction of your attorney?
A Correct.
Q How nmany pages was the report Christian G ose
wote that was given to you?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer.

MR. MEUSER Q@ How many pages?

MR, MANOLI US: Yep.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And you're not going to answer
at the instruct of your attorney?
A Correct.
Q On what date did Christian G ose give you that
report?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. | instruct you
not to answer.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And you're not answering at the
instruction of your attorney?
A Correct.
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Q How many VRA anal yses did Christian G ose do?
MR, MANOLI US: Same objection. | instruct you
not to answer.
MR. MEUSER @ And you're not answering that
guestion at the instruction of your attorney?
A Correct.
Q Starting on July 2nd, you were at a bicycle
ride or a bicycle race --
A Ri de.
Q -- wWith the speaker's chief of staff. Which
was it?
A It was a bi ke ride.
Q Just a bike ride?
A Yeah.
Q And on that bike ride you were discussing
redistricting in California; is that correct?
A Yes.
Q FromJuly 2nd to July 15th, and the reason why
| amusing July 15th is because that's the date that's
in your contract with the DCCC, did you talk with any
ot her individuals regarding California redistricting?
MR. MANOLI US: (bjection, vague. Any
i ndi vi dual s?
MR MEUSER  Any --
MR, MANOLI US: Peopl e?
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MR. MEUSER Q@ Anybody regarding Prop 50,
regarding California redistricting.
A Yes.
Q Ckay. Approxinmately, how many people did you
talk to?
A A dozen?
Q Any of the people that you talked to, were
they | egi sl ators?
MR. MANOLIUS: You nean, California
| egi sl ators?
MR. MEUSER: California |egislators.
THE WTNESS: | don't recall
MR. MEUSER Q@ COkay. Were any of them
California congressnen or wonen?
A Yes.
Q | "' m not asking what you tal ked about.
Who did you talk to between July 2nd and
July 15th, who was either a California congressman or
congresswonman regarding redistricting in California?
A Un just start nam ng nanes?
Q Start nam ng nanes.
A Hakeem Jeffri es, Nancy Pel osi, Zoe Lof gren,
Pete Aguilar, Brad Sherman --
MR, MANOLIUS: Just keeping in mnd the tine
peri od.
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THE W TNESS: Yeah, yeah, this is in that tinme
peri od.

MR MANOLIUS: Okay.

THE WTNESS: Yeah. Pete Aguilar. | think
that's -- 1'd have to start guessing after that, so
that's nmy best recollection.

MR. MEUSER Q And those conversations al
t ook place between July 2nd and July 15th; correct?

A Yes.

Q Were any of these in-person neetings or were
these all over the phone?

A These woul d all have been over the phone.

Q kay. Between July 2nd and July 15th, did you
have any conversations with Governor Gavin Newsom or any
of his staff?

A Yes.

Q Who?

A Nat han Brinken, Lindsay Covia, |zzie Garden,
Bob Sal aday; that would probably be it.

Q kay. O her than the chief of staff of
Speaker Rivas, between July 2nd and July 15th, did you
speak to any other staff of the California Legislature?
A Un legislative staff generally, not to an --
exactly to a nenber, M chael Wagaman, |ikely Jason

Lyl es.
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| don't want to start guessing, but there
could have been others that just don't junp to mnd.

Q In your contract with the DCCC it refers back

to a July 15th day. |Is there sonething significant that
happened on July 15th as to why that was the date of the
contract ?

MR, MANOLI US: Wen you say refers back to
July 15th, you just nean the date of the contract being
July 15t h?

MR MEUSER Q If that's the start date of the
contract, even though it's not signed until August, it
rel ates back to a July 15th date and I am wonderi ng what
the significance of this relates back date is?

A | don't recall wthout |ooking at the

cal endar.

Q Do you maintain a cal endar that sets the
schedul e of who you talked to regarding the

redi stricting process?

A | don't have staff that put together a

cal endar for nme, so what | have is spotty.

Q Has t he cal endar that you created been given
to counsel so that they can reviewto see if it's
sonething that they need to give to us in response to
our docunent request?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
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attorney-client privilege. Don't answer.

MR. MEUSER  So, Counsel, | amgoing to ask
you to make sure that you get fromyour client the
cal endar that he, you know, however spotty it is, that
you get the calendar and review it to see if it's
sonmet hing that is responsive.

MR. MANOLIUS: WII do.

MR. MEUSER  Thank you.
Q Bet ween July 15th and August 1st --
A August 1st.
Q -- August 1st, so we did the first two weeks,
now we're doing the second two weeks -- are there any
California congressnen or wonen that you talked to
regarding this redistricting process?
A Yes.
Q Who?
A Zoe Lofgren, Pete Aguilar, Nancy Pel osi, and
then fromthere I'd have to go, |ike, district by
district. To maybe nove this along, the nenbers who are
in districts that changed significantly, | would have
had a di scussion with them about that.
Q Did you call those congressmen up or were you
wor ki ng t hrough sonmebody who had scheduled a tine for
you to talk to the congressnan?
A Conmbi nat i on.
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Q Wien was the first date that you started
tal king with the DCCC?
A | don't recall.
Q Does the date August 1st have any significance
to you regardi ng your conversations with the DCCC?
A At this nmonent, no, | don't.
Q Did you use the DCCC at all to make
connections with congressnen to tal k about their
districts?
A No.
Q | am assum ng that sonme of these congressnen,
you have their nunbers and are able to reach out to them
al ready; is that correct?
A Yes.
Q And then there's probably sonme congressnen
that you don't have a relationship and you had sonebody
el se make the contact. |Is that fair?
A Sur e.
Q Between July 15th and the end of the nonth,
August 1st, were there anybody fromthe governor's, the
Governor or the governor's office that you spoke to
about redistricting?
A Yes, and it would be the same people.
Q Ckay. And sane question now, sane tinme period
for any legislators, California state |egislators?
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A | don't recall. One, her nanme was nentioned
earlier, | am blanking on her nane, she's the Santa Cruz
county registrar, Gail Pelgrin.

Q Thank you. Sanme question: Legislative staff?
A Sanme |l egislative staff: Jason Lyles, Steve
Omara, M chael Wagaman. There coul d have been sonebody
el se who called ne that | just don't recall.

Q Bet ween August 1st and August 15th, are there
any new nanes of congressnen that you spoke to during
that period of tine that you have not al ready nentioned?
A No. It would have been the sane nenbers of
Congress that we were tal king about earlier that had
their districts changed.

Q Sane tinme period, August 1st to August 15th,
any new individuals that you were talking to fromthe
governor's office?

A Um David Sack.

Q Sanme tinme period, August 1st to August 15th,
are there any state legislators that you spoke to during
this two-week period of tinme?

A Yes, and that was covered in the earlier
testimony. | can't recall the nanmes exactly of all the
| egislators that | nmet with, but I nmet with a handful of
| egislators and tal ked to a handful of |egislators.

Q But that was during the August 1st to
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August 15t h period; correct?
A Yeah, right before they put the bill into
print.
Q And | believe earlier you indicated that there
was sone kind of presentation you gave to multiple
legislators. |Is that a fair statenent of what you did?
A Uh- huh.  Yes.
Q How | ong was this presentation?
A Twenty-five mnutes or so.
Q WAs it in-person or via technology, |ike Zoonf
A The group presentations were all Zoom
Q Okay. Do you recall approximtely when this
presentation was nade?
A There woul d have been a few, and they woul d
have been in the weeks leading to the legislative
drafting of the bill and potentially one or two in the
week that the Legislature was considering the bill.
Q And when you say a few, is that | ess than a
dozen?
A Ch, yeah
Q Less than five?
A A few neans three to five or so.
Q Three to five. Okay. And you believe one of
t hese was done during the | egislative session?

MR, MANOLIUS: Qbjection. Lacks foundation.
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THE WTNESS: | wouldn't exclude it. | think
t here m ght have been sone presentation to one of the
groups at that tine.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Do you recall the groups that
you were maki ng these presentations to? Do you recal
t he nane of the groups?

A General ly.

Q What were the nanmes of the groups?

A Assenbly Denocratic Caucus, Senate Denocratic
Caucus, and | don't recall what other caucuses | m ght
have spoken with. | don't recall nanes.

Q Is it a fair statenment to say that you were
never on a podcast with any of the Republican

| egi sl ators?

A Republican legislators? No. You nean, a Zoom
or a podcast?

Q Zoom podcast, yeah.

A Um no, not during the redistricting.

Q Let nme rephrase the question.

Bet ween August 1st and August 24, were you
ever on a Zoom podcast that had a Republican | egislator
in which you were tal king about what becane known as
Prop 50 maps?

A | don't recall.
MR. MEUSER  Ckay. Counsel, do you want to
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t ake about a 10, 15-m nute break here?

MR, MANOLI US:  Ten.

MR. MEUSER: Ckay. Ten-m nute break
ever ybody?

THE VI DEOGCRAPHER: The time is 4:48 p.m W
are going off the record.

(Wher eupon a recess was taken.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record.
The time is 4:.56 p.m and this marks the begi nni ng of
vi deot ape nunber seven in the deposition of Pau
Mtchell, which is being taken at Hanson Bridgett, LLP
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1500, Sacranento, California.

The vi deographer is Nicholas Coulter, here on
behal f of Array Legal Services.

MR MEUSER Q@ Wl cone back. M. Mtchell,
you know you're still under oath?

A Yes.
Q Counsel, this question is nore for you for
clarification.

On your legislative privilege, are you
claimng legislative privilege for conversations that he
had with congressnmen who are not | egislators?

MR MANOLI US:  Yes.

MR, MEUSER Q@ Ckay. And you are claimng --

MR, MANOLIUS: Not legislators, not California
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state | egislators.

MR. MEUSER: They are not California state
| egi slators who are involved in the passage, voting for
or the drafting of |anguage or adopting of the | anguage
of the state proposition or state constitutional
anendnent that becane Proposition 507?

MR, MANOLI US:  Yes.

MR MEUSER @ Ckay. M. Mtchell, have you
been instructed by any legislator to claimlegislative
privilege here today?

MR. MANOLI US: Objection, attorney-client
privilege. Instruct you not to answer the question.

MR MEUSER Q@ And, M. Mtchell, you're not
answering that question at the instruction of your
attorney; correct?

A Correct.

Q kay. | have pulled three docunments for you

t hat have been previously marked. | went through these
docunents in great detail wth Julie earlier today, but

| have some followup questions that | want to do, so we
pull ed, for the record, those follow ng at hone

Exhibit 7, Exhibit 8 and Exhibit 9.

So which one is in front of you, talKking
poi nts, nunber seven?
A Yes.
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Q Ckay. And this is an e-mail fromyou to Merz
at DCCC.org; is that correct?

A This is an e-mail fromJulie to ne, the other
way around.
Q Ah-ha. You have a different copy than what
" m | ooking at. Ckay.

So starting right below that, that is an
e-mail that you sent; is that correct?
A It's an e-mail that | sent, but | don't know
if it was just to Julie or to other people or, yeah.
Q kay. Fair enough. And you wite, "Here are
sonme things that | would like to see in a letter that
would go with this submssion. | have cc'd Ellen on
this in case she has any thoughts or input."”

Did | read that correct?
A Yes.
Q kay. And you signed your name, "Paul"?
A Yes.
Q Okay. Now, as |I'm | ooking at this docunent
you have stuff that is indented all the way, you know,
there's stuff that's indented and stuff that's not
i ndented; correct?
A Correct.
Q The stuff that is indented, there's multiple
paragraphs here on these two pages here that are
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indented. Is that sonmething that you wote or is that
sonet hing that soneone el se wote that you were copyi ng
it?

A Sonmething that I wote.
Q kay. So was the section that is indented
that you wote, was this sonmething that you were
expecting the DCCC to put into sone tal king points neno.
s that a fair assessnent?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation and also calls for information that's
protected by the legislative privilege, so |I'll instruct
you not to answer.

MR MEUSER Q@ M. Mtchell, you wote this
e-mail ?
A Yes.
Q kay. And you wote it to the DCCC, correct?
A Yes.
Q What was the reason the DCCC told you to wite
this e-mail to thenf

MR. MANOLI US: (bjection. Lacks foundation,
calls for specul ation.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall if they asked ne
to wite this e-mail.

MR MEUSER Q Let's go through this one |ine
at a tine.
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The first sentence says, "This isn't a hack
job map, it's actually good. W want to stress the
i nportance of using criteria that are standard in
California."

Did | read that correctly?
A Yes.
Q Now we have an indented paragraph, and | am
going to read that. "The plan was created using
traditional redistricting criteria, consistent with the
state comm ssion criteria and the FAIR MAPS Act, but
with the additional criteria of inproving partisan gains
in response to Texas and other states who are conducting
m d- decade redistricting.”

Did | read that correct?
A Yes.
Q Can you pl ease explain to nme why the second
paragraph is indented, but the first paragraph was not?
A The idea is that these are snippets that they
coul d consi der.
Q So the first paragraph woul d be an expl anati on
as to what that snippet was saying; correct?
A Sure.
Q So the first paragraph is kind of an expl ai ner
and the second paragraph is sonething that you thought

t hat DCCC coul d use. ls that fair?
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A O that they could nodify, that they could --
this is the, I"'mwiting this pretty quickly so this
wasn't expected as a cut-and-paste. | would have
witten their letter for themin that case.

Q So paragraph three, again, is an expl ai ner of
what paragraph four stated; correct?
A Yes.
Q And then paragraph five is kind of a brief
explainer to the |long next two paragraphs that are
i ndented; correct?
A Yes.
Q And so on and so forth down this entire
e-mail; correct?
A Yes.
Q And the words in the indented -- strike that.
Everything in this was sonething that you
personal ly typed; is that correct?
A Yes.
Q That first indented paragraph says,
"Traditional redistricting criteria.”
What does that termnean to you as soneone in
t he busi ness of redistricting?
MR. MANOLI US: Qbjection, vague. Do you mean
as a general matter?
MR MEUSER | tried to put it as general as
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possi bl e.

MR. MANOLI US: Ckay.

THE WTNESS: So --

MR. MANOLIUS: So the caution is answer it as
a general matter and not as with regard to the
| egi sl ative process that we have been tal ki ng about
t oday.

THE WTNESS: Traditional criteria is a banner
termthat a lot of people put a |ot of things under that
banner.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Wat did you put under that
banner ?

A Equal popul ation, nmaintaining the city and
counties, maintaining communities of interest, main --
keepi ng geogr aphi es together, political geographies so
districts are contiguous, they are conpact. Those are
the kind of traditional criteria.

Q And then you say the state comm ssion
criteria. Are you referring to the California
Constitution that the state redistricting comm ssion is
required to abide by when they draw California |ines?

MR, WOODS: bjection. Calls for a |egal
concl usi on.

MR, MANOLIUS: Yeah, I'Il join that.

THE WTNESS: To be clear, it says,
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"Consistent with the comm ssion criteria,” soit's
basically saying in alignment with the conmm ssion
criteria and doesn't mean that it is specifically every
one of the conm ssion criterias.

It was just the nunbering of the districts as
a conm ssion criteria that we didn't use, but had the
heart and sole of the commission criteriainit.
Q Understand that. And then there's an "and the
FAIR MAPS Act;" correct?
A Yes.
Q Did you use anything in the FAIR MAPS Act in
drawi ng the lines of that became Prop 507?

MR. MANOLIUS: (njection. Legislative
privilege and instruct you not to answer.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And you are not answering ny
qguestion at the instruction of your attorney?
A Correct.
Q Okay. Looking at the paragraph that starts,
"Trying to create Mninmal Disruptions,” do you see that?
On the next page or --
Yeah, 1 think so.

Yeah, | see it.

o » O >

And then the indented paragraph bel ow t hat,
the | ast sentence of that indented paragraph reads,

"This California plan | eaves nine districts untouched
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and in 19 districts fewer than 10-percent of the
residents are inpacted.”

Did | read that correct?
A Yes.
Q And did you wite that on or about
August 15t h, 20257
A Yes.
Q Readi ng the next indented section that starts
wth, "The firmwe hired," do you see that paragraph?
A Yes.
Q Now, this is a paragraph that you drafted that
expl ains Redistricting Partners; is that correct?
A Yes.
Q And you wote this on August 15th; correct?
A Yes.
Q Did you copy this fromyour website or
anything like that or did you just draft this on
August 15th for this e-mail ?
A Probably, a conbi nati on of both.
Q The | ast sentence in this section, | want to
go ahead and read this to you. "In addition to
muni ci pal and state redistricting, they have worked for
nonprofit and community-based organi zations, including
Common Cause, the American Civil Liberties Union,
Advancenent Project, Irvine Foundation and ot her
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foundati ons exploring redistricting, voting rights and
el ection issues.”

Did | read that correctly?

A Yes.
Q | want to focus in on the two words, "Voting
rights.”

Wi ch organi zations or nonprofit, what
nonprofit and conmmuni ty-based organi zati ons have you
wor ked with regarding voting rights?

MR. MANOLIUS: (bjection. Vague as to the

term"voting rights,” vague as to tine. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: All of these listed and probably

MR. MEUSER Q@ And when you worked with the
Common Cause on voting rights, what did you do for
Common Cause?
A | can speak to at least two that junp to mnd
to give an understandi ng.

| worked with Comrmon Cause on an Am cus brief
in New Mexico on the redistricting conmm ssion,
i ndependent redistricting conmm ssion, an anal ysis of
their districts.

| worked with themand an unbrella of the
I rvine Foundation in 2012, '13, sonething around there

on a analysis of the cities and localities with racially
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pol ari zed voting for the purpose of them understanding
the potential inpacts of the California Voting R ghts
Act .

Q Did you do a racial polarized analysis for
that project that you just referred to?

A | wouldn't call it a full racially polarized

anal ysis, but |I did sonme regressions.

Q When did you do that, these regressions?

A In 2012 or 2013 or sonething |ike that.

Q kay.

A 2011, 2012, 2013, sonmething like that. 1've

also did analysis for ACLU in Chula Vista for their

CVRA.

Q Ckay

A | mean, there's -- yeah.

Q And this was all done through Redistricting

Partners; correct?

A Yes.

Q When did Redistricting Partners open up?

A 2011. It could have been 2010.

Q Nobody is going to shoot you if you gave the

W ong answer.
Let's go ahead and go to the Capitol Weekly
Podcast. And if you can turn to page six, starting on

line six, | see the nane Evan McLaughlin. Wuo is Evan
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McLaughl i n?
A Evan McLaughlin is a former staff of
Redi stricting Partners, former -- you want me to give
you resune a little bit?
Q Yes.
A He works for the California Firefighters now,
former chief of staff to Lorenzo CGonzal es, forner staff
person at the San Diego Labor Council. Heis a --
Q Ckay. How | ong have you known Evan
McLaughl i n?
A Probably, since the 2011 redistricting cycle.
Q Did Redistricting Partners pay Evan MLaughlin
for the work that he did as a part of your work of
drawi ng the Proposition 50 maps?
A Yes.
Q kay. The next -- strike that.

What was Evan McLaughlin's role in drawing the
Proposition 50 maps?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Legislative
privilege, | instruct you not to answer.

MR. MEUSER @ And you're not answering that
guestion at the instruction of your attorneys?
A Correct.
Q Ckay. Wien Evan McLaughlin worked for
Redi stricting Partners, what was his role at your firnf
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A This is prior to?

MR. MANOLI US: Yeah, prior to.

THE WTNESS: Are you saying in the past
redi stricting when he was an actual enpl oyee?

MR. MEUSER Q@ Yes, when he was an enpl oyee at
your firm
A When he was an enployee at ny firmin the 2021
redistricting cycle, | don't recall his actual title,
but he was basically, |ike, ny nunber two on the
political side.
Q kay. The second nanme on line six is Joe
Armenta. Do you see that nane?
A Joe Armenta, yes.
Q Armenta. Sorry. W is Joe Arnenta?
A Joe Arnenta is an enployee of Redistricting
Partners in the last redistricting cycle, as well, and
he al so works for the California Firefighters.
Q When did you first neet Joe Arnenta?
A In the 2021 redistricting cycle.
Q And during the 2021 redistricting cycle, what
was Joe Arnmenta's job?
A Working on redistricting and in a nunber of
different states, and nore the nonitoring conmm ssions
type of work.
Q Can you be nore preci se what he was doi ng?
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A The firmis kind of split into agency work and
nore political or advocacy work, and so he woul d be on
t he advocacy si de.

Q And Evan McLaughlin in the 2021 redistricting
cycle, what side of the firmwas he on?

A The advocacy si de.

Q Thank you. D d Redistricting Partners pay Joe
Armenta for the work that was done on Proposition 507
A Yes.

Q Next name on this list is Jacob
Thonpson- Fi sher. Wo is Jacob Thonpson- Fi sher?

A He is one of the original creators of

Redi stricting Partners fromthe 2011 cycle and worked
for Redistricting Partners, and now he does contract
data work for different organizations.

Q Do you know t he nanmes of these organizations
t hat he does work for?

A The only one I know of is SEIU

Q During the 2021 redistricting cycle, what
tasks and jobs did Jacob Thonpson-Fi sher do for

Redi stricting Partners?

A Mostly, in charge of our data on both sides
and then did sonme nunicipal redistricting.

Q And was Jacob Thonpson- Fi sher paid by

Redi stricting Partners as a part of their, as part of
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t he drawi ng of Prop 50 maps?
A Yes.
Q The next nanme on this list starts on line
eight is Stacey Reardon. Do you see that name?
A Yes.
Q Who is Stacey Reardon?
A Stacey Reardon is a staff person. | think
she's got her own firmnow and she used to work for
Redi stricting Partners.
Q What was her role when she used to work for
Redi stricting Partners?
A She was nore on the advocacy side, and then
bel i eve she al so hel ped sonmewhat on the nunicipal side
with outreach neetings and so on.
Q Now, | read here fromthis statenent that you
made on Capitol Wekly Podcast, and | am going to just
read the statenent first and we'll nake sure | read it
right.

"Stacey Reardon cane in and helped with a | ot
of the community of interest stuff."

Did | read that correctly?
A You read that correctly.
Q Is that a statenent that you nade to Capitol
Weekl y Podcast ?
A Yes.
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Q And when you use the words "conmunity of
interest,"” earlier you were talking to Julie Ham || here
about community of interest.

| s the conversation that we had earlier today
about community of interest, is that the sane definition
that you would use for what you neant in this sentence
when you said Stacey Reardon handl ed the conmmunity of
interest stuff?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Legislative
privilege, | instruct you not to answer.

MR. MEUSER @ And you're not answering the
qguestion at the instruction of your attorney?
A Correct.
Q Liz Stitt, and | probably just butchered
that --
A No, that's perfect.
Q Oh, okay. Wiwo is Liz Stitt?
A Liz is a fornmer staff menber of Redistricting
Partners and previously worked in the Legislature and
she is now i n Engl and.
Q Wien she worked for Redistricting Partners in
t he past, what was her role?

MR. MANOLIUS: Again, this is before?

THE WTNESS: Yes. So in her, when she was an
enpl oyee, she was primarily on the nunicipal side. |
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t hi nk she m ght have started with the advocacy side, but
very quickly transitioned to the nunicipal side.

MR MEUSER Q@ And | forgot to ask about
St acey Reardon. WAs she paid by prop -- by
Redi stricting Partners as a part of the work for Prop
507
A Yes.
Q And Liz Stitt, was she paid by Redistricting
Partners for her work on Prop 507?
A She has not been pai d.
Q She has not been paid. Are you planning on
payi ng her?
A Un we have not worked that out yet. She is
living in a foreign country.
Q Now, in this paragraph, starting on |ine 16,
you say, "lI'd call Liz and talk with her about the
t hi ngs she had done overnight."

Did | read that correctly?
A VWhat |ine you said?
Q 16 and 17.
A Yeah.
Q And this was, you had a daily conversation
with Liz every norning while you were wal ki ng the dogs?
A Roughl y.
Q And is it fair to say that she was working on
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that while you were sleeping at night?
A Yes.
Q She was working on Prop 50 while you were
sl eeping at night?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for
specul ation. You can answer, if you know.

THE WTNESS: It states it right here and |
think it's pretty plain | anguage there.

MR MEUSER Q@ Chris Chaffee, |line 19.
A Chaf f ee.
Q Chaffee. Wi is Chris Chaffee?
A Chris Chaffee, along with Jacob
Thonpson-Fi sher, is one of the three kind of original
people with Redistricting Partners, and who works for
t he Governor now.
Q Is Chris Chaffee paid by Redistricting
Partners for work that was associated with Prop 507?
A No.
Q Dani el Lopez?
A Dani el Lopez works in Los Angel es and had
worked briefly for Redistricting Partners, worked for a
period in the past.
Q Okay. Was Dani el Lopez paid for any work by
Redi stricting Partners as a part of the work that you
did on Prop 507
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A No.
Q At any tinme, did you talk with Gavin Newsom
bet ween July 2nd and August 24th about Prop 507?
A August 24th, | do not believe so, no.
Q kay. So prior to himsigning the bill?
A Ch, no, absolutely not.
Q That's the date.
A | didn't know what the 24th neant.
Q Page seven, lines 14 and 15. Actually, 'l
start on line 13. "But, you know, the focus really was
on trying to put together a work product that we could
be proud of given the fact that Redistricting Partners
has only done nonpartisan redistricting.”

Did | read that correctly?
A Yes.
Q And that statenent is sonething that you told
Capi tol Weekly Podcast; correct?
A Yes.
Q And you told Capitol Wekly Podcast that you
were proud of the work that you had done as a part of
the redistricting process of Prop 507?

MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection --

THE WTNESS: Slightly different wordi ng, but
yes.

MR MANOLIUS: -- msstates. You can answer.
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THE WTNESS: It was that we could be proud
of, that the team could be proud of.
MR. MEUSER Q@ And are you proud of the work
that you did as that became Prop 507
MR, MANOLI US: (Objection. Legislative
privilege. [I'll instruct you not to answer.
MR. MEUSER Let me just get this correct.
You're asking for legislative work product or a
| egislative privilege over how he feels about the work
that he did three nonths ago?
MR. MANOLI US: Uh-huh, yes, that's correct.
MR. MEUSER Q@ Ckay. And, M. Mtchell,
you're refusing to answer at the instruction of your
attorney?
A Correct.
Q Page eight, starting on line 13, "But if we
were going to do it, we want to do it with the sane kind
of California values and the val ues that our conpany
has. "
Did | read that correct?
A Yes.
Q Is that a statenent that you made to Capit ol
Weekl y Podcast ?
A Yes.
Q When you use the phrase "California val ues,"”
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what does that nean to you?

MR, MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer, |egislative privilege.

MR. MEUSER: You're instructing himto not
answer how he uses the word "California val ues"?

MR. MANOLIUS: To the extent it's part of this
process, yes, | am

MR MEUSER Q@ M. Mtchell, you've done over
100 redistrictings; correct?
A Yes.
Q And not including Proposition 50, if you were
to say that this redistricting project had sone kind of
California values, what does California values nean to
you in a redistricting process?
A In ny redistricting outside of Prop 50 is what
you' re aski ng?
Q Yes.

MR. MANOLI US: (Qbjection. Conpound,
contextual objection, but you can answer.

THE WTNESS: California has a history since
t he adoption of the commssion in the last two
redistricting cycles, and with the furtherance of the
FAIR MAPS Act and furtherance of other |egislative
priorities to increase the nunber of independent

redistricting conm ssions, to have redistricting be
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taken out of the hands of politicians and i ncunbents and
be drawn based on what's best for the community, and
that's the work that we do with Redistricting Partners
in our everyday work.

MR. MEUSER Q And the sentence continues,
"The val ues that our conpany has."

What val ues does Redistricting Partners have
as a conpany?

A Qut si de of Prop 507?

MR. MANOLIUS: Yes. nbjection. To the extent
inside the Prop 50 envel ope, just using different words,
you can answer for things you' ve done in the past.

THE WTNESS: So people who know Redistricting
Partners and know the redistricting world understand
that our conpany is unique in that we very strongly
follow the FAIR MAPS Act, we very strongly engage with
conmuni ty- based organi zati ons, we very strongly push for
community engagenent and nmaps that are drawn by the
community, not by the elected officials.

W have a rule, as an exanple, that when we do
a redistricting, we will not neet individually with
el ected officials, we will not know where the incunbents
live and we will draw maps that are fair and where the
comunity and the elected officials can know that they

were drawn in a fair redistricting process that is

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

05:23: 22
05:23: 25
05:23:29
05: 23: 32
05: 23: 34
05:23: 35
05:23: 37
05: 23: 42
05: 23: 45
05: 23: 47
05: 23: 49
05:23:54
05:23:59
05: 24: 04
05: 24: 07
05:24:12
05:24: 16
05:24: 20
05: 24: 23
05: 24: 26
05: 24: 28
05: 24: 32
05: 24: 36
05: 24: 41

05: 24: 44


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 210-2  Filed 01/02/26  Page 270 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20551

DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM
Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025

269

consistent wwth the FAIR MAPS Act, even in agencies that
aren't covered by the FAIR MAPS Act.

So we do water board redistrictings prior to
t he expansion of the FAIR MAPS Act and we would only
take the contract if they would agree to neeting the
hi gher bar of the FAIR MAPS Act in doing it.

And we have done Zoonms with elected officials
who wanted to hire us and wanted to know where the
i ncunbents lived, and we told them we wouldn't take that
contract if that was the condition.

So our firmis very focused on fair, open,
transparent redistricting. W don't do, tal k about
redistricting in closed sessions. W don't have side
meetings with incunbents or others to advocate for
certain lines outside of the public process, and we're a
very transparent redistricting firm and that's our
reputation, and we'll do sonme contracts because of it
and we get sone contracts because of it.

Q When you were drawing Prop 50 maps did you
know where the incunbents |ived?

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

MR MEUSER Q@ M. Mtchell, you're not
answering that question at the instruction of your

attorney?
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A Correct.
Q | know you talked a little bit with Julie
about this earlier today. Please turn to page ten.
A (Wtness conplied.)
Q And starting at line three, | believe you're
general ly tal ki ng about the denocratic eco -- | am
trying to remenber what you said.
A Ecosystem
Q Ecosystenf? Ecosystem Yeah. Then the
paragraph that starts at |ine nine says, "So many of
themwere like if Texas is going to throw away the VRA
then we can throw away the VRA."

Is it my understanding that that statenent
that you made to Capitol Wekly Podcast, you were
referring to things that you were hearing on soci al
medi a, but not necessarily anything that you heard from
a legislator or a congressman or a staffer of a
| egi sl ator or congressman; is that correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

MR. MEUSER: You're instructing himnot to
tell me if statements of throw ng away the VRA were
sonet hing that he heard froma | egislator or something
he heard fromoutside the |legislative streanf?

MR. MANOLIUS: Correct.
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MR. MEUSER @ Ckay. Let ne re-ask this
guesti on.

This statenent that you made in Capitol Wekly
Podcast, this was a public statement; correct?

A Yes.

Q Anybody in the world could go listen to the
Capi tol Weekly Podcast; correct?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And in that podcast you nade the
statenent that you had heard people say that Texas was
going to throw away the VRA, then we -- and that "we"
means California; is that correct?

A Yes.

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection, vague. You can
answer .

MR MEUSER Q -- then California can throw
away the VRA. Did any California | egislator nake the
statenment that if Texas is going to throw away the VRA
then we can throw away the VRA?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. | instruct you
not to answer. Legislative privilege.

MR MEUSER @ And, M. Mtchell, you' re not
answering ny question --

A Correct.
Q -- because of the instruction of your
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attorney?

A Correct.

Q kay. | amgoing to be asking this nultiple
times here, so did anybody from Gavin Newsonis office
tell you that if Texas is going to throw away the VRA
then we can throw away the VRA?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer.

MR MEUSER Q@ And, M. Mtchell, you' re not
going to answer this question at the instruction of your
attorney?

A Correct.

Q kay. M. Mtchell, did any congressnen or
their staff tell you that if Texas is going to throw
away the VRA, then we can throw away the VRA?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objections, sane
instruction.

MR MEUSER Q@ And, M. Mtchell, you' re not
going to answer ny question at the instruction of your
attorney?

A Correct.

Q kay. M. Mtchell, are you aware of anybody
in the ecosystem who made the statenment, if Texas is
going to throw away the VRA then we can throw away the

VRA?
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A The person that posted the map on Exhibit 17.
Q What's the date of that?

A |"mjust being -- but this is the kind of
t hi ng, people who are doing maps like this --
Q Yes.
A -- Twitter maps and people in the nedia,
peopl e on social nedia.
Q And then starting on line 17, you say to
Capitol Wekly Podcast, "I had to calmy show t hem
| ook, we can create a five district pick-up nmap and
follow the Voting R ghts Act, keep comrunities of
i nterest together."

Did | read that correctly?
A Yes.
Q s that a statenent that you nade to Capitol
Weekl y Podcast ?
A Yes.
Q And when you said, "I had to calmy show
them" was this something that you're referring to in X
post ?

MR MANOLIUS: | amsorry?

MR. MEUSER @ An X post, posted on X, Tweet
it, Twitter.
A Oh. It could have been both a -- it could
have been different conmuni cations, including, like, a
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DM
Q It could have been a DM? And when you say DM
a direct nessage on a social nedia platforn®
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And when you say, "I had to calnmly show
them"™ were you referring to any |egislator when you
made that statenment, "I had to calmy show theni?

MR MANOLIUS: Well, | amgoing to object.
Wiy don't we get the answer to see if there's a reason
to go forward. Go ahead, you can answer, if you know.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall

MR. MEUSER Q@ Wen you say, "W can create a
five district pick-up map to follow the Voting R ghts
Act," did | read that correct?
A Yes.
Q Are you aware of any direct nessage that you
sent to anyone between July 2nd and August 15th where
you told themon a direct nessage that you could draw a
five district pick-up map follow ng the Voting R ghts
Act ?

MR. MANOLIUS: bjection, only that you didn't
guote the entire sentence, but you can answer, Paul.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall a direct nessage
where | would have said that.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And do you recall any soci al
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medi a post where you nmade the statenent that you could
draw a map that had a five district pick-up that
foll owed the Voting R ghts Act?

A No, | don't believe | nade a post like that.

Q Do you recall any conversation that you had
with a legislator or a congressman or their staff in

whi ch you explained to themthat you could create a five
district pick-up map and follow the Voting Rights Act?

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Legislative
privilege and | instruct you not to answer.

MR MEUSER Q This is a "yes" or "no"
guestion. | wasn't asking for the comunication, | was
asking did he, does he recall that he nmade any such
st at ement ?

MR MANOLIUS: I'Il maintain ny objection.
Thanks.

MR MEUSER @ And, M. Mtchell, you' re not
respondi ng at the request of your attorney?

A Correct.

Q Turn to page 13.

A (Wtness conplied.)

Q Line 16, you tell Capitol Wekly Podcast, "W
worked with sonme folks in D.C. and saw sone maps."

Wio in D.C. did you work with?

A That woul d probably be the DCCC or the NDRC
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Q NDRC, and that's National Denocratic --
A -- Redistricting --
Q -- Commttee?
A -- Committee.
Q kay. Thank you. "And saw sonme maps."” Are
you saying that the DCCC shared some nmaps with you?

MR. MANOLI US: Objection. Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

MR. MEUSER  You're saying the DCCC giving him
docunents is going to be legislative privilege?

MR. MANOLIUS: | am objecting, yes, and
instructing himnot to answer.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And you're not answering at the
instruction of your attorney?
A Correct.
Q Ckay. | amgoing to ask the same questi on.
Did the NDRC share any maps with you between July 2nd
and August 15t h?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection and instruct you
not to answer.

MR MEUSER @ And, M. Mtchell, you' re not
answering at the instruction of your attorney?
A Correct.
Q Top of page 14. This says, "No respect for
the LGBT conmmunity."
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Did | read that sentence correct?

A Yes.

Q And | believe you were tal king earlier about
the work that you were doing in the 2021 redistricting
on behalf of the LGBT comunity.

Did | hear that testinony right, that in 2021
you were working with the LGBT community to help themin
the redistricting process?

A Yes.

Q And as a part of drawing the Prop 50 naps, was
the LGBT community one of the conmunities of interest

t hat you were | ooking at when you drew any of the
congressional district lines that were associated with
Prop 507

MR, MANOLIUS: QObjection. Legislative
privilege, | instruct you not to answer.

MR MEUSER Q@ And, M. Mtchell, you are not
answering here today --

A Correct.

Q -- at the instruction of your attorney?

A Correct.

Q Page 15, line 18 and 19, where you tal k about
Wild WId West redistricting, and in this particul ar
sentence you're tal king about other states, even
denocratically held states.
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Wi ch states do you categorize as the WIld
WIld West of redistricting in this statenent that you
made to Capitol Wekly Podcast?
MR. WOODS: (bjection. Relevance.
MR MANOLIUS: | joinit, same. You can
answer .
THE WTNESS: Illinois.
MR. MEUSER Q Any other states?
A That's the one that conmes to m nd.
Q Line 24 and 25, sane page, "They are
oftentimes violating the Voting Rights Act."
Did | read that statenent correct?
A VWi ch [ine?
Q Li nes 24 and 25.
A You sai d what page?
Q Fi fteen.
A For some reason | went to page 24. Sorry.
Yes.
Q Is that a statenent that you nade on Capitol
Weekl y Podcast ?
A Yes.
Q I n your opinion, which states have viol ated
the Voting R ghts Act, as you understand it?
MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Calls for a |egal
concl usi on, overbroad and vague.
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MR. WOODS: And that's -- join.

THE WTNESS: In that regard | think it's easy
just to point to all of the redistricting maps that have
been overturned by the courts. That's all | was
ref erenci ng.

MR. MEUSER Q@ Wen you nade this statenent to
the Capitol Wekly Podcast, was there a specific or
specific states you were thinking of when you nade the
statenent that oftentines violated the Voting Rights
Act ?

MR. MANOLI US: Sane obj ecti on.

MR. WOODS: Joi n.

THE WTNESS: States that have historically
violated the Voting R ghts Act causing all of the
| awsuits and terns we now know and use in redistricting,
so there's too many to kind of pick out.

MR, MEUSER Q@ Is there any one or two states
that stick out to you as in your belief regularly are
violating the Voting R ghts Act?

MR. MANOLI US: Sane set of objections. You
can answer.

MR. WOODS: Sane set or join, I'll say.

THE W TNESS: Sonething |like North Carolina,
states where they've had big redistricting cases in the

| ast 34 years.
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1 Q Any ot her states?

2 A No.

3 Q We can put away the Capitol Wekly Podcast

4 and we are going to go to the HOPE transcript next. And
5 let's turn to page 22.

6 | A (Wtness conplied.)

7 Q And we are going to start on page, on line

8 nine. You ready?

9 MR, MANOLIUS: One second. Sorry.

10 MR. MEUSER: No probl em

11 MR. MANOLI US: Thank you.

12 MR. MEUSER Q@ | amgoing to read paragraph,
13 | or line nine through 13: "Now, when | was first tal ked
14 to by folks, I won't call out any names of elected

15 officials, but |I did have some elected officials call ne
16 and say, well, if Texas is going to throw away the VRA,
17 | we should just throw away the VRA. "

18 Wi ch elected officials told you that we

19 shoul d throw away the VRA?
20 MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Legislative
21 privilege, instruct you not to answer. Also, vague as
22 | to when these conversations occurred, but that's better.
23 MR. MEUSER Q@ Let's go ahead and clean this
24 up. Did Il read that correctly?
25 A You did read that correctly.
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Q s that a statenent that you made to HOPE
during your presentation to HOPE?

A Gven that it's in this transcript, | would
bel i eve so.

Q You don't believe so0?

A | said | would believe so.

Q You woul d believe so. Okay. Sorry.

At what tinme period were you referring to
soneone telling you we should just throw away the VRA?

MR. MANOLIUS: (Objection. Legislative
privilege and instruct you not to answer.

MR. MEUSER: You were the one who said that it
wasn't clear as to the tinme. | amjust asking the tine.

MR MANOLIUS: | also said it was barred by
| egislative privilege, so | appreciate your cleaning up
at the tinme, because | wasn't sure.

MR MEUSER Q@ So, M. Mtchell, you're not
going to answer ny question at the instruction of your
attorney?

A Correct.
Q Again, we are just going to nake this thing
abundantly clear, for the record.

Did a elected official contact you and tell
you that if Texas is going to throw away the VRA we
shoul d just throw away the VRA?
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MR, MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer.

MR MEUSER Q@ M. Mtchell, you're not going
to answer that question at the instruction of your
attorney?

A Correct.

Q Can you tell me if this conversation was with
a congressman or congresswonman or with a state

| egi slator?

MR, MANOLIUS: You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall

MR MEUSER Q Did just a single elected
official say this or was this nultiple elected officials
who made this statenent, generally, we should throw away
t he VRA?

A Let me characterize this. | think that there
wer e peopl e who woul d say those words, and others would
give me maps or say things, like, if Texas can do

what ever they want to do why can't we do whatever we
want to do?

So in their wording to ne wouldn't be those
exact words, but | would interpret it as let's throw
down the guardrails, as | testified or as | said earlier
with Ms. Ham || .

Q There's a difference between throwi ng away the
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guardrails and throwi ng away the VRA. Wuld you agree
with that?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Vague, overbroad,
conmpound question. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: Generally, if sonebody is
putting out maps that are, you know, free of traditional
redistricting criteria they're throw ng everything out,
and so in this statenent where | amsaying this, it
m ght just be shorthand for, you know, the kind of
things | was hearing.

So | was hearing this fromnultiple people and
sonetinmes they wouldn't say the exact words, but this is
the kind of idea that | would say when | was doing a
presentation |ike this.

MR, MEUSER Q@ Wuld you agree with ne that
soneone who drew a sanple map that had only one person
init and another map that had a mllion people init,
that that is a conpletely different issue than soneone
drawing a map that violates the VRA?

MR, MANOLIUS: (bjection. Vague. | don't
understand the question. One person in what, in 1,000?

MR. MEUSER: In a congressional district.

MR. MANOLI US: Ch.

THE WTNESS: He is |aying no equa

protection.
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MR WOODS: | amgoing to object that calls
for a legal conclusion, but you can answer.

MR, MANOLIUS: 1'Il join that too.

THE WTNESS: The issue is that when |I'm
speaking to a group, if | say, oh, nmy gosh, there's a
map that's nonconti guous, that doesn't exactly get the
poi nt across. And so sonething like this would be the
thing that I mght highlight for a group |ike that,
rather than sonething |ike, oh, ny gosh, this map was
nonconti guous and, like, they're supposed to care.

MR. MEUSER Q@ So the question | amgoing to
ask you, how many -- | am asking for a nunber -- how
many el ected officials specifically told you we shoul d
just throw away the VRA?

A | don't recall soneone using those exact
words - -

Q kay.

A -- because | even say in one of these quotes,
ki nd of .

Q And in the very next paragraph, starting on
line 16, you say, "And | would be, |ike, okay, thanks
for calling. But there was no way that | was going to
do that."

Did | read that correctly?

A Yes.
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Q And that is the statenment that you nade on --
to the HOPE;, correct?

A Don't know whi ch one this was, but, yes.

Q And your statenment to HOPE is that you were
not going to be violating the Voting Rights Act; is that
correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Msstates what's
here. The docunent speaks for itself, speaks for
itself. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | would characterize it not like
t hat, because that seenms to point to sone outcone.

But | was suggesting to themthat issues they
care about, if people were arguing to throw those
overboard, that | was sonebody who woul d care about
their issues.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And you've worked with HOPE you
said for over a dozen years; correct?

A Yes.

Q And you understand that the Voting Ri ghts Act
was sonet hing that was very inportant to HOPE;, is that
correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: (bjection. Vague and calls for
specul ati on about a whole | ot of people potentially, but
you can answer, if you can.

MR WOODS: Join.
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THE WTNESS: They are not exactly a Voting
Ri ghts Act organi zation, sonething |ike MALDEF or
sonething, so they are nore -- and the nane in their
title of their nane, H spanas Organi zed For Politi cal
Equality, that is their m ssion.
MR. MEUSER Q@ But earlier today we were
| ooking at that HOPE letter --
A Yes.
Q -- that you read to HOPE;, correct? Yes?
A Yes, yes, yes.
Q And in that letter they're tal king about
Voting Rights Act issues; is that correct?
A Yes.
Q And now you're com ng back and tal king to HOPE
and you state here that elected officials told you to
throw away the VRA;, correct?
MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Msstates his
t esti nony.
THE WTNESS: That's a paraphrase.
MR. MEUSER Q@ And you said, don't worry, |'m
not getting rid of the VRA, is that correct?
MR. MANOLIUS: nbjection. | don't see that
her e.
THE WTNESS: That isn't -- that is a
m scharacteri zation, because | don't have the ability to
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get rid of the VRA

MR. MEUSER Q@ You were not going to draw any
districts that violated the VRA, is that correct?

MR, MANOLIUS: (bjection --

MR. WOODS: That's al so mi scharacteri zing.

MR, MANOLI US: Wait a mnute. Objection. |
instruct you not to answer. That's |egislative
privilege.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And you're not answering the
guestion at the instruction of your attorney?
A Correct.
Q Page 23, line 14, "And follow ng the Voting
Ri ghts Act was very inportant.”

Did | read that correctly?
A You read that |ine 14, yes.
Q And is that sonmething that you said to HOPE on
this presentation?
A | amjust reading the full context here. Yes.
Q And in all the redistricting work that you did
before July 2nd, 2025, would that be a fair statenent to
say that following the Voter Rights Act is an inportant
thing for Redistricting Partners?
A | would say nore broadly that follow ng the
Voting Rights Act is inportant for anybody doing
redistricting --
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Q And | amgoing to -- | understand that.
A -- and for Redistricting Partners --
Q Thank you.
A -- in all of our rmunicipal redistricting.
Q And was followi ng the Voting Rights Act a very
important thing for Redistricting Partners while draw ng
t he Proposition 50 maps?

MR, MANOLIUS: QObjection. Legislative
privilege, | instruct you not to answer.

MR MEUSER Q@ M. Mtchell, you're not
answering that question today at the instruction of your
counsel ?

A Correct. |If we are going to go nuch | onger
can we get a restroom break?

Q | was going to be suggesting a restroom break
in about 10 m nutes so that we could confer, so if we
wait ten mnutes --

A Sur e.

Q -- but if you want to go now, we can go now.
A That's fine.

Q Al right. If you can turn to page 29 of the
transcript. Can you read to yourself paragraph eight --
line 8 through 16, and then | amgoing to read it out

| oud real quick? Let ne know when you're ready.

A Sure.
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Q kay. So | will go ahead and read this out
loud. "And so you' ve got sone places where he needs to
get support and get engaged fol ks to support and do
turnout there for Latinos to protect a Latino nmenber of
Congress in a district that is still a Latino-influenced
district, but is no longer a mgjority/mnority district
because his district, nost Latino portions go into the
repl acenent Roybal -Allard district."”

Did | read that correctly?
A Yes.
Q Did you say that to HOPE in October of this
year ?
A That appears that that's what | said, yes.
Q You used the phrase "Latino-influenced
district."

Qut si de of your Proposition 50 work, what does
Latino-influenced district nmean to you?
A It's -- Latino-influenced district is nore of
a non-redistricting term It's one that doesn't have
the sane nmeaning as a majority/mnority district or
district with the ability to elect Latinos. It's a
general termused by | ay people to suggest a district
where there's a strong popul ati on.
Q And when you use -- sorry. | didn't nean to
i nterrupt you.
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When you use the phrase "a strong popul ation,"
is there a nunber in your head that would equal a strong
popul ati on?

A In -- no, there isn't. And we've had the
California Voting Rights Act which has tried to
adj udi cate what a Latino-influenced district is and may
have not conme up with a nunber. There is no nunber

Q So if a district had 10-percent of Latinos in
it, would you characterize that as a Latino-influenced
district?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. You're talking
about as a general matter in his practice --

MR. MEUSER  Yes.

MR, MANOLIUS: -- other than Prop 50? You can
answer .

THE WTNESS: It really would depend on the
turnout rate of that Latino population and the turnout
rate of other populations in the area, but that's
usual ly, usually you see higher nunbers than that when
you' re tal king about Latino-influenced districts, but |
amnot the arbiter of what the bright line is.

MR. MEUSER Q@ But you're the one who used the
phrase "Latino-influenced district" and you're the one
who used the phrase, you know, a strong showing, so |'m

trying to figure out, you know, I'mnot entitled -- | am
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entitled to your best estimate here.

So if it was 25 percent woul d you consi der
that a Latino-influenced district?

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Vague. It |acks
foundation and that he's already said it depends on the
ci rcunst ances, and there are different things like
turnout rates and all that, but you can answer.

THE WTNESS: It's conpletely situational. It
has to do with the cohesiveness of that Latino
popul ation, their turnout rates, what the other
popul ation is like, so very well | could consider
sonmepl ace that has a 25 percent.

This is a thing that cones up a lot in
muni ci pal redistricting under the California Voting
Ri ghts Act and, again, there is no, even the courts have
not given a definition of influenced district, even
though it's in the California Voting Ri ghts Act, that
word, influenced district.

Q And this phrase --

A The ability to influence is in the California
Voting Rights Act, that's the term nol ogy.

Q So on page 29 when you used the word
Latino-influenced district, you're referring to a
specific district that is on our atlas.

Can you look at the atlas and tell ne which
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district you were tal ki ng about when you tal ked to HOPE
in Cctober and you said that there was this
Latino-influenced district?

MR. MANOLI US: (Objection. Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

MR. MEUSER: Counsel, you're instructing him
not to answer when he went out into public and said
there's this Latino-influenced district, and he has
publicly put out this docunent to the Legislature that
breaks out every single district, he is out there
talking to people trying to encourage themto vote for
Prop 50, this is public information that he hinself has
made public and you're instructing himabout subsequent
comments made? You're instructing himnot to answer the
gquestion?

MR. MANOLIUS: Yes, because it goes to his --
the creation of the maps thensel ves and what the
intention was behind that, so | amgoing to instruct him
not to answer based on |egislative privilege, yes.

MR MEUSER Q@ M. Mtchell, you're not
answering this question at the instruction of your
attorney?

A Correct.
Q Let's turn to page 30 of your transcript. And

| amgoing to read this paragraph. "The Prop 50 maps |
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think will be great for the Latino comunity in two
critical ways. One is that they ensure that the Latino
districts that are the VRA seats are bolstered in order
to make them nost effective, particularly in the Centra
Val l ey. "

Did | read that correctly?
A Yes.

Q Did you make that statenment to HOPE in Cctober

A Yes.

Q And earlier you said there were 14 VRA
districts drawn by the redistricting conm ssion; is that
correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Msstates his
testinony. Vague as to VRA seats that he used, but he
can answer.

THE WTNESS: Wiat | said earlier in testinony
was there were 16 majority/mnority districts and the
comm ssion identified 14 of those districts as VRA seats
-- | don't want to say VRA seats, but as seats that were
drawn in order to, for lack of a -- | don't want to
par aphrase too much, but there were 14 that were
i dentifi ed.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And you told HOPE that the

Proposition 50 nmaps were great for the Latino community,
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you nmade that statement; correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: pojection. That's not a
conpl ete statement, but | think we know what you're
referring to. (bjection, vague. You can answer.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And you've had two reasons why
you t hought the Prop 50 nmaps were great for the Latino
community; correct?

A What two are you referencing?

Q You say there's two critical ways that the
Prop 50 maps are great for the Latino communities; is

t hat correct?

A Two critical ways, | see, yes.

Q Ckay. One of those ways is that ensures that
the Latino districts that are the VRA seats are

bol stered in order to nmake them nore effective. You
said that; correct?

A Yes.

Q And when you are referring to the VRA seats
are you referring to the 14 VRA seats designated by the
redi stricting comm ssion during the redistricting
process in 20217

MR. MANOLI US: Objection. Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

MR MEUSER Q@ And, M. Mtchell, you' re not

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

05:58: 05
05: 58: 06
05: 58: 07
05:58: 10
05:58: 13
05:58: 15
05:58: 18
05: 58: 22
05: 58: 23
05: 58: 25
05: 58: 27
05: 58: 32
05: 58: 32
05: 58: 34
05: 58: 39
05: 58: 44
05: 58: 48
05: 58: 49
05:58: 50
05: 58: 56
05:59: 00
05:59: 03
05: 59: 06
05:59: 08

05:59: 10


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2  Filed 01/02/26  Page 296 of 389

Page ID #:20577
DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM

Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025 295

1 answering ny question today at the instruction of your

2 counsel ?

3 A Correct.

4 Q Next paragraph, starting on line 12, "And

5 t hen, secondly, have to hazard a guess, and | don't want
6 to be too political or partisan here, but | have to

7 hazard a guess that whoever gets elected in that gateway
8 cities district in Los Angeles, it's a majority/ mnority
9 district, is going to be a better representative for the
10 community than the representative being elected fromthe
11 Ken Cal vert seat."

12 Did | read that correctly?

13 A Correct.

14 Q And you nmade that statenent; correct?

15 A Correct.

16 Q And in this particular sentence you are

17 tal ki ng about congressional district 41 that bel onged to
18 Ken Calvert out in Riverside and is now in the gateway
19 cities of Los Angeles; correct?
20 A Correct.
21 Q Next page, 31, top of the page, |lines one
22 through five, "So | think there are opportunities there
23 in the substance of the maps and the outcones of the
24 maps, and | think there are | ot of opportunities in
25 terms of kind of those VRA concerns as well."
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Did | read that correct?

A Yeah, that's -- | don't recall exactly saying
that, but that's in the transcript. It seens a little
garbled, seens like a little bit of a word sal ad.

Q Do you deny maki ng that statenent?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection. Msstates his
t esti nony.

THE WTNESS: | don't have a reason to deny
saying that, but looking at this transcript | -- it
|l ooks a little bit disjointed.

MR. MEUSER @ And you used the phrase "VRA
concerns."” Do you see that phrase?

A Yes.
Q What does "VRA concerns" nmean to you?
A | don't know.

MR MEUSER. M. Mtchell, you asked for a
short break. Let's go ahead and take a 10-m nute break
at this time --

THE WTNESS: Thank you

MR. MEUSER: -- and counsel and | will go over
our notes and see if we can wap this up.

MR. MANOLIUS: Geat. Thank you very nuch.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The time is 6:01 p.m W
are going off the record.

(Wher eupon a recess was taken.)

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

06: 00: 41
06: 00: 44
06: 00: 46
06: 00: 49
06: 00: 53
06: 00: 54
06: 00: 56
06: 00: 56
06: 00: 58
06: 01: 02
06:01: 11
06:01: 15
06: 01: 16
06: 01: 18
06:01: 21
06: 01: 32
06: 01: 34
06: 01: 37
06: 01: 38
06: 01: 38
06: 01: 40
06: 01: 42
06: 01: 44
06: 01: 50

06: 11: 06


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2  Filed 01/02/26  Page 298 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20579

DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM

Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025 297

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record.
The tinme is 6:11 p.m and this marks the begi nning of
vi deot ape nunber seven in the deposition of Pau
Mtchell, which is being taken at Hanson Bridgett, LLP
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1500, Sacranento, California.

The vi deographer is N cholas Coulter, here on
behal f of Array Legal Services.

MR MEUSER M. Mtchell, you understand
you're still under oath?

A Yes.
Q A coupl e cl eanup questions, so we're going
back to questions that you were asked earlier today.

| believe you were testifying earlier that you
had been paid by the DCCC by Jeffries, Hakeem Jeffries
and by HW, House Majority PAC. How did you receive
t hose paynents?

MR. MANOLIUS: bjection. | think m sstates
his testinony. | don't believe -- have they all been
pai d?

THE WTNESS: Yeah, they have all been paid.

MR. MANOLIUS: Sorry. o ahead.

THE W TNESS: W rres.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And who were the wires sent to?

Redi stricting Partners.

Q Redi stricting Partners or to your accountant?
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A To t he bank.
Q kay.
A Yeah, to nmy bank account, not to the
account ant .
Q Do you know who Swing Strategies is?
A Yes.
Q This is our opportunity to take care of this.
A You can go for it, you can clean this up.
This is it.
Q That's what |'mtrying to do.
A Yeah. Yeah.
Q So you know what | nean by Swi ng Strategies;
correct?
A Yes.
Q And there is in the public disclosure the
person who, the address where --
A On the invoice?
Q -- on the invoice where DCCC sent the paynent
it went to Swing Strategies; correct?
A It went to Ken Andreas. It went to
Redi stricting Partners, but my accountant is Ken
Andr eas.
Q kay. And who is Ken Andreas?
A Ken Andreas is an accountant that | have had
since 2011, a personal friend, and decades ago Matt
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Rexford, who is a Republican consultant, hel ped ne get
my accounting set up with his accountant, which was Ken
Andreas. He's a good friend.

Q And what's Ken Andreas's relationship with
Swi ng Strategies?
A He is al so their accountant.
Q And so the address for your bookkeeper is Ken
Andr eas; correct?
A Yes.
Q And Ken Andreas happens to al so be the
bookkeeper for Swing Strategies; correct?
A Yes. Swing Strategies was the "no" canpaign,
so small world.
Q Yeah, but I'mactually trying to help you with
t hi s one.

Earlier today we were tal king about
di saggregating political data. Do you renenber that
conversation?
A | forgot about it, but, yes.
Q And in that conversation you were talking
about when a census bl ock, when census bl ocks and
presincts do not align; correct?
A | was tal king about when census bl ocks are
necessary wthin precinct boundaries.
Q It is ny understanding that CVAP data is not
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avai l abl e at the census bl ock |evel, so how would you
use CVAP data to disaggregate election results?

A The sane way, because unlike what | think you
were inferring in the question about a nonalignnment --
Q Yes.

A -- census bl ocks always align to bl ock groups,
so there's always alignnent, so it's exactly the sane
met hodol ogy that | discussed earlier.

Q Ckay. And what conponents of the state's

dat abase woul d you use for disaggregation?

A | would -- don't recall if Jacob
Thonpson- Fi sher woul d have been the one that did that,
so | don't recall. | don't even -- yeah, | don't
recal | .

Q Do you ever use racial data to disaggregate
el ection results to census bl ocks?

MR. MANOLIUS: Objection, to the extent --
answer outside of the Prop 50 matter; otherwise, it's
| egi sl ative privilege.

THE WTNESS: Yeah. 1In the history of our
conpany and the way that we do work, we would not be
doing it like that. That would not nake sense.

MR MEUSER Q@ Ckay.

A You woul d use generally popul ation, citizen
voting age total popul ation, because you're trying to
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di saggregate votes cast or registered voter registration
nunbers.

Q When creating the Prop 50 nmaps, what data sets
did you use?

MR, MANOLI US: (Objection. Legislative
privilege. | instruct you not to answer.

MR MEUSER Q@ M. Mtchell, you're not
answering that question at the instruction of your
attorney?

A Correct.
Q Did you use election results when drafting the
Proposition 50 maps?

MR. MANOLI US: Same objection. Instruct you
not to answer.

MR MEUSER Q@ And, M. Mtchell, you' re not
answering ny question at the instruction of your
attorney?

A Correct.
Q Wi ch election results did you | ook at when
drawi ng the Proposition 50 nmaps?

MR. MANOLI US: Sanme objection. Sane
i nstruction.

MR MEUSER @ And, M. Mtchell, you' re not
answering ny question at the instruction of your
attorney?
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A Correct.

Q M. Mtchell, earlier today we were | ooking at
the atlas that you created for the DCCC, correct?

A Yes.

Q And in that there was the box of every single
congressional district where it showed the voter

regi stration nunbers for that district; correct?

A Correct.

Q Where did you get that data that you used in
the atlas that you gave to the DCCC?

MR, MANOLI US: You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | think a better way to state it
is that this data that is in that, on that map, its
originis fromthe statew de database.

MR, MEUSER Q@ So when building the maps in
your software, the statew de database would tell you
what the political breakdown of that district is;
correct?

MR. MANOLIUS: njection. Legislative
privilege, instruct you not to answer.

MR MEUSER Q@ M. Mtchell, you're not
answering ny question today because of the direction of
your attorney?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Prior to working on Proposition 50
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maps, when you're doi ng one of these hundred other

redi strictings, would you use statew de data, the

st atew de dat abase?

A In prior redistrictings we do use statew de
dat abase, yes.

Q And when you draw a district using statew de
dat abase, in your systemdoes it tell you the political
regi stration nunber for each district?

MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection, vague. You nean, as
a general matter, and outside the Prop 50 process?

MR. MEUSER @ M question specifically said
all of the exanples prior to Prop 50.

MR MANOLI US: Ckay. Thank you.

THE WTNESS: | wouldn't use it at all. W
woul dn't use voter registration when we do nuni ci pa
redistricting, because it's criteria that's prohibited,
so we exclude it.

And in the instances where we have put it in
have been infrequent and it would have been not for
muni ci pal work. Maybe in 2021 we woul d have put a PDI
voter file in there as analysis, but it's not sonething
that we regularly use in our datasets.

Q So the atlas that you have put together that
has the racial breakdowns of Hi spanics, correct, in this

atlas it has the breakdown of Hi spanics in every single

Www. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:

06:

17:30
17:33
17:38
17:39
17: 42
17: 43
17: 48
17:54
18: 01
18: 02
18: 06
18: 07
18:10
18: 11
18:13
18: 17
18:21
18: 22
18: 24
18: 28
18: 33
18: 36
18: 39
18: 42

18: 49


http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 210-2 Filed 01/02/26  Page 305 of 389

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:20586

DAVI D TANG PA vs GAVI N NEWSOM

Paul H Mtchell on 12/10/2025 304
district; correct?

MR. WOODS: (Objection. Mscharacterizes the
docunment. It speaks for itself.

MR MANOLIUS: I'Il join.

THE W TNESS: The docunent has the racia
breakdowns by total population in the 2020 census and
t hrough the CVAP, yes.

MR. MEUSER Q@ And has it for Hi spanics;
correct?

A Yes.

Q And it has it for Blacks; correct?

A Yes.

Q And it has it for Asians; correct?

A Yes.

Q But it doesn't have it for whites; correct?

It has an "other" category and the other is
white and/or the -- there is a CVAP of Al askan native,
it's AlLAN, Al askan native, and basically the Hawaii an
popul ation and others like that, so there's -- that's in
the "other."

Q Ckay. That particul ar dataset, you know,
the --

A American |Indian Al askan Native. Sorry.

Q In the atlas you have the breakdown of how
many people are in each popul ation group. |Is that
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sonething that you print with all your other
redistricting atlases that you do for other clients?

A Yes. In different varieties, like | said, in
Al aska it woul d show Al askan native and not sonet hing
el se.

Q Understand. So you regularly print atlases
for your clients that |ist out the racial breakdowns of
each district and call it -- and insert it into your
atlas; is that correct? |Is that a "yes"?

A Yes.

Q And here after Prop 50 you created an atl as
for the Legislature and it included in this atlas the
raci al breakdowns of the various racial ethnicities for
each congressional district; correct?

A Yes.

MR. MANOLI US: Asked and answered. You can
answer .

THE W TNESS:. Yes.

MR. MEUSER Q@ So when, | am agai n asking
prior to Prop 50, when you're using your software and
you have drawn a district using the statew de database
you are able to see the racial breakdown of that
district; correct?

MR, MANOLIUS: (Objection. Vague. | am not

sure | understand the question. You can answer, if you
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do.

THE WTNESS: As a general rule, we normally
woul d be able to, but it would be, there's so many
different prograns we use potentially it wouldn't be on
or maybe it would be in another program so not every
time.

MR. MEUSER Q@ But you print that data in your
atl ases every single tine; correct?

A Yeah. This is a stand al one separate program
W throw a shapefile in and it produces this --

Q Ckay.

A -- as a stand al one program

Your tal ki ng about when you're draw ng
districts. This isn't sonething you use when you're
drawi ng districts. [It's sonmething you use to put out a
final product for a client.

Q Okay. But you have the data of what the
raci al breakdown is for every single district that you
use to put together the shapefile -- put together these
atl ases; correct?

A In my normal redistricting, course of ny
normal business in redistricting --

Q Yes.

A -- outside of Prop 50, yes.

Q And in Proposition 50 you created an atl as
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associated wwth the work as a result of Prop 50;
correct?

MR. WOODS: (bj ection, asked and answer ed.

MR. MANOLI US: Sane, join.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

MR MEUSER: Julie?

M5. HAM LL: May | project?

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON

By: JULIE HAM LL, Attorney at Law, counsel on behalf of
the Plaintiffs:
Q | just want to be clear --
A Yes.
Q -- that you are refusing to answer any
questions regardi ng how or why you drew the Proposition
50 maps on the basis of legislative privilege?

MR. MANOLIUS: |'mobjecting to that and |'I
affirmit for you, yes, that is our position.

M5. HAM LL: You're objecting to that
guestion?

MR. MANOLIUS: No, | amjust trying to -- the
answer to your question is yes.

M5. HAMLL Q@ | amgoing to ask it one nore
time to nake a clear record.

| want to be clear that you are refusing to
answer any questions regardi ng how or why you drew t he
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Proposition 50 map on the basis of |egislative
privil ege?
A Yes, upon advice of ny counsel
M5. HAM LL: Thank you.
MR. MEUSER: Ckay. |I'll switch places with
you.
MR WOODS: |If you want to.
MR. MANOLIUS: How nuch tine is there?
THE REPORTER: 33 m nutes left.
MR WOODS: |'Il be very very quick

EXAM NATI ON

By: S. CLINTON WOODS, Attorney at Law, counsel on behal f

of the Defendants:
Q Good evening, M. Mtchell. | may have
i ntroduced nyself off the record. | amnot sure if |
have.

My name is Clinton Wods. | ama Deputy
Attorney Ceneral fromthe State of California

representing the State defendants in this matter.

| just have a few questions and | want to be

very clear that in ny questions |I am not asking about

your work on Prop 50. | amfocusing on after you

submtted the maps or Redistricting Partners submtted

t he maps.

| am not asking for any conversations or
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communi cations or anything that you would have | earned
fromyour work with Prop 50, but as an individual
citizen, a California citizen, would it be fair to say
that you wanted Prop 50 to pass?

A Yes.

Q kay. Did you agree with the partisan ains of
Prop 507

A Yes.

MR, MANOLIUS: Objection. Vague as to the
term"partisan ains," but | think he understood the
guestion so --

THE WTNESS: | agreed to do it only because
of what Texas did. Normally, | wouldn't agree to
partisan redistricting, but in this case, because of the
circunstances, | did agree to it.

MR WOODS Q@ Understood. Are you a register
Denocr at ?

A Yes.

Q Do you consider nore Denocrats in Congress to
be a good thing?

A Yes, particularly right now.

Q kay. Did you vote for Prop 507?

A | did.

Q Ckay. Wuld it be fair to say that after you
submtted the map that the public interviews that you
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did that counsel has been tal king about, whatever other
public interviews or statenments you m ght have made were
done with the aimof convincing people to vote for Prop
507
A Clearly, that would have been one of the aimns,
absol utely.

Q Okay. Because you agreed with the partisan
ains of Prop 50; right?

A Yes.

Q After you submtted the maps, | ama
California citizen, I am guessing based on your
testinmony so far, and please correct ne if |I'm wong,
that you paid attention to the Prop 50 canpai gn?

A Quite a bit, yes.

Q Ckay. D d you see any political

adverti sements about Prop 507?

A Quite a lot, yes.

Q Okay. Wiere did you see thenf

A Mostly, on social nmedia. | didn't see the
YouTube ads, because | pay for the one where | don't
have to see the ads.

Q kay. So did you see any ads on tel evision?
A | did see sone ads on tel evision.

Q Ckay. | ama sports fan so | saw a | ot of ads
both for and agai nst Prop 50 on every Warriors gane that
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| watched. Did you see --
A | am a huge sports fan, but they weren't
putting the ads on ny obscure Bel gi an bi ke races.
Q Fai r enough. Fair enough. Gkay. So you saw
t hese ads on the Internet?
A Mostly, yes.
Q Did you see or did you hear any ads on the
radi o?
A | heard ads on podcasts.
Q kay. Al right. Wre these ads pro-Prop 50
or anti-Prop 50 or both?
A Bot h.
Q And | realize that this is a big question, but
can you give ne an estimate of how many ads you saw on
i ne about Prop 507?
A How many uni que different ads?
Q Sur e.
A Yeah. So | saw probably a dozen different ads
and | saw them many of them several tines over and
over.
Q kay. And when you say a dozen different ads
woul d that be pro-Prop 50, anti-Prop 50 or both?
A Bot h.
Q And you --
A Even the ones they put ne in.
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Q Even the ones they put you in. How many ads
did you see they put you in?

M5. HAM LL: Qbjection, relevance.

THE WTNESS: Four

MR WOODS Q@ What's that?
A Four ads.
Q Oh, okay. Let's see. And how many ads did
you hear on a podcast?
A Maybe, half a dozen. |t was not as frequent.
Q kay. O the pro-Prop 50 advertisenents that
you either saw or heard, how many of those pro-Prop 50
adverti senents nentioned partisan gain?
A | would say every one of them nentioned
partisan gain or anti-Trunp, which is a cue for partisan
pushi ng back on Republicans, yeah.
Q That was going to be ny next question is how
many of them nentioned President Trunp?
A Al nost every one of them
Q Al nost every one. How many of them nmentioned
Texas?
A Al nost every one of them
Q kay. O the anti-Prop 50 advertisenents that
you saw - -
A Uh- huh
Q -- and let ne ask the question. The ads that
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you were in, were those anti-Prop 50 ads?
A They were the "No on Prop 50" ads, yes.
Q How many of them of those anti-ads nmentioned
Denocratic parti sanshi p?
A Al nost every one of them | think, yeah.
Q How many of them-- you said about four of
t hem nmentioned you; is that right?
A Yeah.
Q Ckay. And do you recall what they said about
you?
A They woul d put ne in a nontage of | egislators,
Governor Newsom and special interests and shady, they
do |like a shady inmage of ne.
Q You were in black and white?
A On a couple of them yeah.
M5. HAM LL: Objection. Relevance.
MR WOODS Q I'Il get there. So they
menti oned you with, alongside Gavin Newsom correct?
A Yes.
Q O her prom nent Denocrats?
A Nancy Pel osi .
Q Right. D d you see any pro-Prop 50
advertisenments that originated from Republicans?
A No.
Q Did you see any anti-Prop 50 advertisenents
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that originated from Denocrats?
A No.
Q O the pro-Prop 50 advertisenents that you
saw, dozen or so, whatever they were, how many of those
pro-Prop 50 advertisenents nentioned race?
A Not one.

M5. HAM LL: Objection. Relevance.

MR WOODS @ O the anti-Prop 50
advertisenents that you saw, a dozen or so, how many of
t hose nmentioned race?

A | don't recall seeing that in any of those.

Q kay. Wuld it be fair to say that you are a
cl ose observer of California politics?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Do you know as you sit here today

i ndependent of any of your work what or who represents
California district 13 in Congress?

A Adam G ay.

(Whereupon Plaintiff's Exhibit 24

was nmarked for identification.)

MR WOODS Q | amgoing to hand you what's
been marked as Exhi bit 24.

Exhibit 24 is has been submitted to the court,
it's exhibit -- at the bottomyou can see it's
Exhibit 43 to the Eason declaration, which is a
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declaration that nmy office submtted in opposition to
the motion for prelimnary injunction --

A kay.
Q -- and what it is is a copy of an article that
was published on August 15th, and that was created by
ABC 10. And ny first question is: Have you ever seen
this article before?
A No, | probably -- if I had seen it | would
have clicked on the video, I'mlazy like that, so |
don't know what, if | saw the article.
Q Fair enough. |If you | ook at page two of the
exhibit and it's Bates nunbered CA751 at the bottom do
you see that?
A Where am | | ooking, at the "About"? Wich is
about ?
Q At the CA751.
A | see that, yeah, yeah, yeah.
Q kay. Geat. So that page, if you see, if
you |l ook at the -- well, first of all, the top paragraph
on that page, it mentions you.

Do you see that?
A "ABC 10 obtained a draft proposal,” that one?
Q Yes.
A Yes. COh, yeah, "Headed by Sacranento-based
data consultant Paul Mtchell."
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Q That's you?
A That is ne.
Q kay.
A | drew the maps.
Q Al right. And there's a quote there that
says, "There's the changes where we sought to increase
the partisanship of a district so that we could get a
Denocrat elected in order to conmbat what Trunp is
doi ng. "
Did | read that correctly?
A That is correct.
Q Do you believe that you said that?
A Yes.
Q There's an additional quote. "Then there's
the other districts, where you m ght see peopl e noving
because of all of the other novenents."
Did | read that correctly?
A Yes.
Q Do you believe you said that?
A Yes.
Q kay. And then noving further down this page,
about hal fway down, a little bit nore than hal fway down
there's a paragraph that is a quotation that is
sonething that you said and | amgoing to read it here.
It says, "W have these five Denocratic
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pi ck-ups, but we al so have about five seats where we
have Denocrats who, you know, maybe won by a couple
hundred votes in the |ast election and we can't afford
for a Republican to pick that seat up and eat into those
potential gains.”

Did | read that correctly?
A Yes.
Q Al right. Do you believe you said that?
A Yes.
Q And then the quote continues, "So we did a | ot
to bol ster Denocratic candi dates up and down the state
that are potentially in tough races, |like Adam Gray in
the Central Valley."

Did | read that correctly?
A That is correct.
Q Do you believe you said that?
A Yep. That's not even August 15th. That's a
very qui ck reporter.
Q Al right. Let nme just check ny notes. |
think that's all | have.
A Thank you very much

MR. WOODS: Thank you, M. Mtchell.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: |s that everyone? Al
right. The tinme is 6:34 p. m

MR. MANOLIUS: | have a few
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1 THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This is the end of today's 06: 35: 03
2 deposi ti on. 06: 35: 05
3 THE REPORTER. M. Meuser, you're responsible
4 | for the O&1?
5 MR. MEUSER: Yes, and | want a rough draft
6 ASAP.
7 M5. HAM LL: Rough draft and certified
8 el ectroni c copy ASAP.
9 MR. WOODS: Rough draft and certified copy.
10 MR. MANOLI US: Rough draft and certified copy.
11 MR. DeNEVERS:. Certified copy electronic.
12 MR. DODGE: Certified copy electronic.
13 THE REPORTER:  Thank you. 06: 35: 05
14 (Wher eupon the proceedi ngs were 06: 35: 05
15 concluded at 6:35 p.m) 06: 35: 06
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 CERTI FI CATE OF CERTI FI ED SHORTHAND REPORTER
2 I, LINDA J. HART, the officer before whom

3 t he foregoi ng deposition was taken, do hereby certify

4 that the foregoing transcript is a true and correct

5 record of the testinony given; that said testinony was

6 taken by nme stenographically and thereafter reduced to

7 typewiting under nmy direction; that reading and signing
8 was not requested; and that | am neither counsel for,

9 related to, nor enployed by any of the parties to this
10 | case and have no interest, financial or otherw se, in

11 its outcone.

12 I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed ny
13 signature on this 29th day of Decenber, 2025.

14
15
16
18 d

19 LI NDA J. HART, CSR #4357
RVR/ CRR

20
21
22
23
24

25
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