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IV 2558097
WITNESS INTERVIEW

INSPECTOR GENERAL MAX HUNTSMAN

Herrera: | am an attorney with Sanders Roberts. We have been hired by the
county to conduct this independent investigation. The county, because
WKH\ Gagpargitly the SKH U Depfment GRHVQITW NQRZ KRZ WF
XVH WKHVH 7HDPV YLGHR Yecorf] Aiauig &n daivtbhe€ J WR
GHYLFH -XVW OHWWLQJ \RX NQRZ WKDW un&DXVH D
figured out-they KDYHQW ILIXUHG RXW KRZ WR LQFRUSRL

Huntsman : Why would you be interested in what the S K H U Dep&tment can do?
They have CPOE investigators who have interviewed me and | thought
this was an external investigation because the county was not pleased
with how the S K H U DepfiNfment was handling it. Is that not correct?

Herrera: , WKLQN WKH LGHD DQG ,TP VXUH \RXYUH IDPLOLDU
LV EXW WA\SLFDOO\ WKHUHYVY DQ LQWDNH DQG DQ D
depending on, you know, the results of the intake and assessment, you
N QR Z farieéd dit to different people to do investigations. In this
case, because of the nature of the allegations, I think also the subject of
the investigation itself, | think the S K H U Depfittent decided that it
made more sense, and the county, to have an external, a neutral third
party, to conduct this.

Huntsman: , KHDU ZKDW \RXYJUH VD\LQJ DQG WKDWYV WUXH DV
except the S KH U Dep&ifment ones. And | was actually contacted by a
SKHU Depgnvment LQYHVWLIJDWRU |, ZDVQIW WROG WKDW
decision and then the sheriff, in the link | sent you, he told the Times
(GLWRULDO %RDUG WKDW , KDG PDGH D &32( FRPSO
pretty sure that they had triggered some process internally that he was
LQIRUPHG RI $QG/ RRN,TPWERWYV QW skRdptivaWHU TP Y
about this whole process.

Herrera: , 900 FHUWDLQO\ DVN \RX VRPH TXHVWLRQV DERXW
who you spoke to and | can look into that. So again, for the record, my
name is Christine Diaz Herrera. Can you say your name for the record?

Huntsman: Max Huntsman.

IAB IV 2558097 Page 1 of 37 MAX HUNTSMAN
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Perfect. And today is July 21t WV 30 , KDYiHodbQ DGPRC
W K D Me 1dii@ad. So my admonition states that 3 ©u are about to be
TXHVWLRQHG DV D SDUW RI DQ RIILFLDO /RV $QJHO
Department administrative investigation. You are here as a witness in a

matter which concerns another employee, the complainant. You

obviously, as you know, are not a subject of the investigation itself and

you are not under investigation at this time. | think the question that they

typically askis ZKHWKHU \RXfUH DZDUH R Whapterd8R OLF\ DQ
the Manual of Policy and Procedures, and this might be different

EHFDXVH \RXYfUH QR WelBKW X DEp@mZrit.W K L Q

5LJKW 7KH DGPRQLWLRQ GRHVQITW TXLWH PDNH DQ
admonition.

Right, and, you know, essentially the other piece of it is just that this is a

confidential interview and we ask that you keep the contents of- the

substance of what we talk about today confidential but certainly that

youfYH WDONHG WR PH RU WKDW WKLV LQYHVWLJDW
\RX NQRZ WR WKH H[WHQW WKDW \RX VKDUH LW ZL'
certainly your purview.

, TP QRW S BKW WRDERRKNENL.
Correct, | am aware of that.

6R LI \RXTUH FRQGXFKHQYL DRV LIQNHYWMODWLRQ DC
contacted by the S K H U Depftment. | was told it was confidential and

then the sherifftoldthe /$ 7LPHV DERXW LW 6R , GRQTW SHU\
DQ\ VWDNH LQ WKH FRQILGHQWLDOLW\ RI WKH VKHL
TXHVWLRQLQJ \RX RU ZKDW \RXYfUH DVVLJQHG WR G
provide this to the sheriff, he will do whatever he thinks is best politically

ZLWK LW DQG WKDWITV KRZ LW LV 6R ,fP QRW JRLQ.
about this with whomever | feel like and including County Counsel,

including Esther Lim, including all the other folks who | think it might be

appropriate in order to protect the rights RI WKH LQGLYLGXDOV ZKR |
been targeting.

Sure, and | will say that my work is at the direction of County Counsel

DQG EHFDXVH KH LV WKH VXEMHFW LW ZRXOGQTW I
DQG LW 2R Kl GaDIfwwuld be actually giving the final report to,

but in any event, | do understand.

2ND\ WKDW1TV ILQH 7KH UHDVRQ P\ WRQH KDV FKDQ
me a 6 KH U Dépfirtment internal i QYHVWLJIJDWLRQ DGPRQLWLRQ
telling me that you work for County Counsel and this is going to County

IAB IV 2558097 Page 2 of 37 MAX HUNTSMAN
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&RXQVHO WKHQ , DSRORJL]JSKHRWDEPRMEQAHd , WV WK
WKHLU FRQGXFW WKDW , WDNH LVVXH ZLWK 6R LI &
look, because this is goingto gotothesherLIl UHDG WKLYIDGPRQLW
understand that and | have no beef with County Counsel. My concern is

with the conduct within the S K H U Dep&iment. Once County

&RXQVHOTV GRQH ZLWK WKHLU LQYHVWLJDWLRQ LI
determination of what they havetR WHOO WKH VKHULII , GRQTW
problem with that. | thought this was being conducted by the sheriff, in

which case | have a different opinion.

Herrera: $QG WKDWCfV D IDLU SRLQW DQG DJDLQ LQ WHUPV
that, you know, they gave me all of the things that they normally would
use EHFDXVH ,fP VWDQGLQJ LQ WKHLU VKRHV VR WR
this would normally be done, typically by somebody withinthe SKHU LIV
Department.

Huntsman: My statement to the S KH U Dep&tment ZDVQIW JLYHQ WR \RX™

Herrera: [inaudible] I WV QRW

Huntsman: Okay. Because County Counsel has asked you to do this. The SKHULIITV
Department GLGQ YW RND\ JRW-WNeén yolRgetROth6& RQ TW
TXHVW L RIRQtY yofl &@bGut\Wat.

Herrera: 2ND\ IDLU HQRXJK 7KDWYV ZKDW , §pologRa.utQJ 6R \F
VRXQGYV OLNH WK H U HifffermatoR eut $herd that YmBRY not
have yet--

Huntsman: 1R QR LWTV RND\

Herrera: --but certainly | will make every effort to make sure that | do get that
information. | typically just start with a little bit of background
information. So, you know, how long have you worked with the County
of Los Angeles?

Huntsman: Since 1991.

Herrera: And what is your current position?

Huntsman: Inspector General.

Herrera: And how long have you been in that position?

IAB IV 2558097 Page 3 of 37 MAX HUNTSMAN
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Well | was hired in 2013, and the post was sort of officially anointed in
2014. So, depends on how you look at it, but it was late 2013 or early
2014.

Correct. And, who do you report to?

Technically | report to the Executive Officer, Celia Zavala. | have an odd
VWDWXV LQ WKDW ,P 6SHFLDO &RXQVHO WR WKH %
supervises me primarily for administrative purposes and | report to them

for substantive matters.

And when you say you report to them, you mean you report to the
Board of Supervisors?

O\ UHSRUWYV JR WR WKH %RDUG RI 6XSHUYLVRUV |1
&RXQVHO TP W KHoRhahKikl the GoDrify\ &hd so | give them

legal opinions from time to time. | interact with them. So | have a kind of

D ZHLUG VWDWXV EXW WHFKQLFDOO\ ,fP SDUW RI V
boss is Celia Zavala.

And what are your duties typical O\" , NQRZ WKDWY{V D EEURDG TXt

,WIV D EURDG TXHVWLRQ 7KHUHYV DQ RUGLQDQFH
GXWLHVY DQG WKHUH DUH &DOLIRUQLD VWDWXWHYV V
county officer and so my duties are set forth by statute and ordinance.

The short version of them is that, my office was created to monitor, at

first the S KH U Dep&nment, WR PDNH VXUH WKDW ZH GLGQTW
corruption within the S K H U DEpgnfment of various sorts and to make

sure that there were public reports, transparency, accountability for

VKHULIIVT FRQGXFW WR SURM/pfisonersaR@QIveW LW XWLRQI
SXEOLF LQ JHQHUDO DQG VR WKDW(YV KRZ ZH ZHUH
ZHTYH KDG RXU UHVSRQVLELOLW\ H[SDQGHG D ELW
Department; we are actively responsible for- at one point we did some

work on skilled nursing facilities that involve the Department of Public

Health. So our mandate is a little broader under 25.303 of the

Government Code. We can advise the sheriff- the supervisors on

matters other than the sheriff because they have a duty to supervise all

county officers, and we dothat IURP WLPH WR WLPH EXW LWV ¢
6KHULIITY DQG 3UREDWLRQ LQFOXGLQJ WKH MDLOV
for all the different county and noncounty folks that have any kind of

impact on the jails and our work is partly evaluative in terms of reports

on procedures and practices, partly investigative. In our earliest days

we were less investigative. Our duties were expanded, first by

ordinance and then ultimately to some degree by statute.

Page 4 of 37 MAX HUNTSMAN
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Herrera: Do you have any oversight with regards to, like, use-of-force issues that
come up within the S K H U Dep&iment?

Huntsman: Oh yeah, absolutely. Our staff role out to all officer-involved shootings
and we are supposed to be able to monitor and actively investigate
WKRVH LQVWDQFHV E\ O Departmngnndodsikabt peitit usL | 1V
to properly do it. What they do permit is for us to come on scene for a
shooting, get a walk-through -sometimes a partial walk-through- of the
scene and some basic information DERXW ZKDWY{YV KDSSHQHG 7K
XVXDOO\ GR QdwWith BIR iRv@stighbons after that. So for instance
there was a guy who was arrested in a- Allegedly there had been a
kidnapping and so they had done sort of an aggressive attempt to arrest
him with other people in the car, that had endangered their lives. We
asked for the reports relating to the kidnaping. It was the justification for
ZKDW WKH\ GLG WKH\ UHIXVHG WR JLYH LW WR XV
between what our job is under statute and ordinance and what the
6 K H U Dépériment obstructs or does not obstruct. But we do go out to
the scenes.

We do a similar thing for in-custody deaths, on a case-by-case basis.

6R LQ VRPH LQVWDQ F H)Muzddif deathS\bKdvdh HSeY of. Q

force, Category 3 -the more serious uses of force- then we sometimes

go to the scene again to see the scene, to look at it, but sometimes we

GRQTW %HFDXVH WKHUH DUH LQVWDQFHYVY ZKHUH W
on the way things operate in Custody, when we gather any information,

so. So we do do that too. And yeah, as to use of force in general, part of

our duties are to review.. not on a case-by-case basis but overall, the

XVH RI IRUFH DQG WKH zZD\ WKH\fUH KDQGOLQJ SRO
GR LQGLYLGXDO LQYHVWLIJDWLRQV EXW ZHJUH QRW

Herrera: What about if someone was injured while in custody? Is that type of
allegation, is that something you would look into?

Huntsman: Yeah. Again, the way our mandate is worded, we are responsible for
monitoring and sometimes investigation matters in Custody, which
includes what you describe, as well as many other issues. Any kind of
things having to do with the terms of confinement and the manner in
which people are held, any complaints they have. So we get complaints
directly from people, we go and talk to them, we conduct inspections of
the jails as well as limited investigation as to individual incidents. The

6 K H U Dépé&riment has primary responsibility and our primary model

LV WKDW ZH SUHIHU WR Depa@riamBf vV MWXKYH & KMH.U DIWIL\R Q'
But we are lawfully entitled to conduct a follow-up investigation. So for

instance, we have recently in our investigation in assisting the Attorney

*H Q H UQffiadg]have done some onsite interviews and reviews and

IAB IV 2558097 Page 5 of 37 MAX HUNTSMAN
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taken photographs and whatnot. So | recently was down at the East LA

Station and took a photograph of a 3%er logo that has been discussed

recently and has been a matter of- | think will be a matter of public

concern but has been a matter of concern within the county. So WK D W |V
NLQG RI KRZ ZH IXQFWLRQ :H GRQYW LQYHVWLJDWt!
HYHU WKH ILUVW OHYHO RI LQYHVWLJDWLRQ :HYUH
opinion and quality control.

Have you had any role in- Let me back up. Are you aware of there
being an incident where there was someone who was injured while in
custody, allegedly by an officer putting his knee on their neck where
WKH\ FRXOGQYW EUHDWKH"

Oh yes.
Okay.

,IP YHU\ PXFK DZDUH RI LQFLGHQWY OLNH WKDW
MHFRXOGQTW EUHDWKHY SDUW

That they put the knee on the neck. And that they--

Yeah. | think the one that has gotten a lot of attention of late is the

Escalante incident. Escalante was the person who got the thing done to

them and Deputy -RKQVRQ ZDV LQYROYHG LQ LW DQG ,[fP
of that incident.

And is that an incident that you are investigating separately or looking
into or, or you just monitor it?

‘H DUH DWWHPSWLQJ WR LQYHVWL DepartthenWv KRZHYF
has been obstructing our investigation.

And how do they do that? How do they obstruct?

Well the tools that we have for investigating are two parts: one is an
RUGLQDQFH DQG VWDWXWHV WKDW UHTXLUH WKH
Department. The other part is subpoena power, which is also according

to both ordinance and statute. And so when it comes to the subpoenas

WKDW ZH LVVXH D&pdftiment éesnot chvply with them, and

WKDWTV KRZ WKH\ REVWUXFW :KHQ LW FRPHV WR W
ordinance, which is supposed to be self-executing, which is that we

have the authority to require any county departmentandany SKHULII{V
Department employee to provide information to us upon request in the

PDQQHU WKDW ZH GLUHFWHG WKH\ VLPSO\ UHIXVH
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direction of the sheriff and then, of course,as- ZHJUH WDONLQJ KHUH
because of more active efforts the sheriff has taken to obstruct my
investigations that began when he first took office and we started to
report on his rehiring of a deputy, a law enforcement gang member,
Caren Mandoyan, and when we reported on that then he started to take
some actions against me: placed me under criminal investigation and
the subject of my information | provided to CPOE related to another
effort on his part to attack and discredit me, which | believe was for the
purpose of obstructing our investigations into his misconduct and law
enforcement gangs. But when | was talking about them obstructing our
direct investigations, | was referring more to the fact that they refuse to
comply with subpoenas and refuse to comply with information requests
except on limited bases.

Now is that something that you can compel them to do so in court or is
that something--

Yes. The subpoenas have a built-in mechanism and we have- So the

sheriff was initially subpoenaed to speak about law enforcement gangs.

He refused to talk. The county took the action permitted for in the

statutes, certified the matter with contempt proceedings to the court.

The court told the sheriff that he could not ignore our subpoenas and

then he showed up. He then refused to take the oath and so we had to

go back to court and get him compelled to take the oath. So then he

took the oath and swore to tell the truth and we asked him a bunch of

guestions and he refused to answer many of them. So we have to go

back to court to compel himagainanG ZHfUH LQ WKH SURFHVV RI
that. So there is absolutely a mechanism for compelling the subpoena

process, which is a very slow mechanism and the sheriff has I think
LOWHQWLRQDOO\ PDGH LW VORZ VR LW KDVQTW HII
even WKRXJK ZHYYH ZRQ HYHU\ WLPH ZHYYH JRQH WR
has followed up with us.

7KH RWKHU PHFKDQLVP , PHQWLRQHG WKDWYV WKFE
inherent authority to direct county employees, as an officer of the

FRXQW\ JLYHQ WKDW D XRDépaRddntalso oéstob KHUL IV
comply with that. County Counsel - | think it was last week - filed a

petition for a writ of mandate in the Superior Court to compel them to

comply with that legal duty and.. which should do a bunch of things.

Like, when | first came under criminal investigation, they shut off our
access to computers. SoifwH KDG WKDW DFFHVV ZH ZRXOGQT\
to ask them; we would just type in our code word and we would pull up
LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WKH FRPSXWHUV 6R WKDWTfV SDL
say you need to turn that back on. Body cameras for instance. The

whole plan with putting out body cameras was that we would have
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GLUHFW DFFHVV WR WKDW YLGHR ZLWKRXW KDYLQ.
Department IRU LW D QG VDEgdrié&ndHnad ndffiséd to comply to

WKDW 6R WKHQ WKDWYfV SDUW RI @K@l ZULW RI PL
suppose, be litigated in court, but it takes a very long time. We have no,

\RX NQRZ GLUHFW DELOLW\ WR HQIRUFH RU WR FRF
DepartmentV D \aloDe@@ity.

<RX ORRN OLNH \RXTUH |UIRHikkQe [faMeHedtimdalWWKHUH"
GLIILFXOWLHV VR , GRQYW NQRZ ZKDW RI WKLV \RX
stop talking. [silence 0:18:09t00:18: @ +HOOR \RXYUH PRYLQJ D.

<HDK , FRXOG KHDU \RX EXW \RX FRXOGQfW KHDU I

Yeah, your picturefroze LQ D RQH SRVLWLRQ DQG WKHQ , FRD
anything from you. So | kept talking for a while--

It was the whole thing, | got all of- The last thing | heard was that, you

know, that the process to access things like body-worn cameras, that
WKHOQORT@LUHFW DELOLW\ WR HQIRUFH RU FRPSHO "
through that process to get that type of information.

5LJKW DSDUW IURP WKH OHJDO %hiligkatveétyZH GRQ T
do something. The county, everything it does with respect to the

6 K H U Dép&irtment is controlled by the sheriff. So for instance,

Murakami the undersheriff was found by CPOE in the past to have

violated CPOE rules and that was submitted to the sheriff and the

VKHULII VDLG u,TP DFRVAL.PADO N IO BR\DQ WKH FRXQW
ability yet they had to sue him to prevent him from rehiring Mandoyan.

6R LWV QRW OLNH , FDQ VD\ p+H\ IRWRPUB DQHR/X QW
DQVZHU P\ TXHVWLRQV \RXYUH ILUHGYT EHFDXVH WK
whotR ILUH 6R HIIHFWLYHO\ , FDQ GR QRWKLQJ ZLWK
SHUPLVVLRQ DQG WKH VKHULII GRHV QRW FKRRVH V
Watergate where they fired the special prosecutor. Unless the person

EHLQJ LQYHVWLJIJDWHG DJUH dstigateR. Unfgrtukiatelid\ FD Q TW
WKDWITV WKH zZD\ LW FXUUHQWO\ LV

-XVW DQ DVLGH EXW WKH %RDUG FDQfW WDUJHW W
the contractors that, like, the body-ZRUQ FDPHUDV OLNH pu,fP QRYV
SD\ XQOHVV ZH KDYH DFFHVV WR LW 1

ThDWYV FRUUHFW DQG UHFHQWO\ VRPHWKLQJ OLNH
which is, has to do with school resource officers. So in that context, the

Board directed us to approve or disapprove the contracts in those

matters rather than- They would basically delegate it to us, their

approval authority. All county contracts are controlled by the Board, but
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the downside is that these are important contracts and the budget point-

WKH\ FRXOG WXUQ RIl WKH VKHULIIfVY EXGJHW VD\
SROLFH 1 DV BHWRFPHIWKPMNY UHTXHVWHG EXW WKH\
that because we need police, you know. So unfortunately the

mechanisms they have to control the sheriff are all blunt instruments

that would have a negative impact upon the public and less of an

impactonthH VKHULII $QG VR LWYV NLQG RI OLNH VDQ
international arena where if you put sanctions on a county then the

SHRSOH RI WKH FRXQWU\ VXIIHU DQG WKH OHDGHU\
NQRZ ,WYV WKDW VDPH NLQG RI SUREOHIBt ,Q WKHR
of power and authority, butthey- LQ SUDFWLFH WKH\ GRQYW UHD
mechanism to force the sheriff. Whichiswhy - , GRQIW NQRZ LI \RX
followed it, but recently they voted to put on the ballot for the public to

consider whether or not they could remove the sheriff by a four-fifths

vote for failing to abide by his legal duties as well as obstruction of
LQYHVWLIJDWLRQ 6R WKDWYfV NLQG RI D PHFKDQLVEF
WKH\ ZRXOG WKHQ KDYH WKH DELOLW\ WR VD\ WR W
foOORZLQJ WKH ODZ DQG VR ZHTUH JRLQJ WR UHPRY
WKH @GWA O SROLWLFDOO\ WKDWYV D ELJ SLOO WR

Right.

6R , GRQTW NQRZ LI WKH\ ZRXOG DFWXDOO\ GR LW [
on the public and the perceived impact on the public is very great and

so | think they would be loathe to use that mechanism for enforcement

purposes. What we really need is, is court-ordered compliance and that

will take time. We also have an investigation by the attorney general

that could result in court-ordered compliance, which will also take time.

6R WKHUH DUH PHFKDQLVPV EXW WKH\{fUH DOO VOF

That seems to be a theme everywhere, not just here. With regards to

\RXU LQWHUDFWLRQV ZLWK WKH &Ktblyburl 11V RIILFH
typical interactions with them? Like, doyou.. , NQRZ LWV D EURDG
guestion.

:HOO LW LV D EURDG TXHVWLRQ VR ,YyO00 EUHDN LW
FDWHJRULHY 7KHUHTV PH SHUVRQDOO\ WKHUHTYV F
what you mean E\ WKH VKHULII 6R PH SHUVRQDOO\ KRQF
My office, which is roughly 30 people, a little less, have a variety of

duties DQG VR ZH KDYH D YDULHW\ RI LQWHUDFWLRQV
Department. And some of them are smooth and routine and some of

WKHP DUHQTW 6R RQ D GDLO\ EDVLYV , KDYH PRQLW
and inspect the jails, talk to people, do a variety of things. | have

inspectors who gather information UHJDUGLQJ UHSRWkng WKDW ZF
on; have communications with people at the middle or bottom of the
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6 K H U Dépérirment; | have lawyers who write reports and do analysis

who talk to, again, people at the middle or bottom of the Department.

And those communications are relatively smooth. Under the current

administration, there have been restrictions placed on them so that

when we make requests for documents or other things, those have to

JR XS WKH FKDLQ DQG JHW DSSURYHG DQG WKH\ GR
in cases where they think LWV QRW LPSRUWDQW %XW LQ DO
cases, VXFK DV WKH LQFLGHQW \RXfUH UHIHUULQJ WR
knee on his head/neck area, WKHQ ZH GRQYfW JHW DQ\WKLQJ 6

But on the day-to-day interactions WKHUHYV D IDLUO\ SROLWH LC(
that goes for me as well. When | went down to escort the Attorney

*HQHUDOYV RIILFH WR GR WKHVH VLWH YLVLWV ZH
DVVLVWDQW VKHULII ZzZDV WKHUH +HTV RQH ZKR ZH
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ ZLWK EHFDXVH ZH€ddafeDerBIRQLWRU
law, see Johnson, having to do with the ADA, and one of my assistants,

who has just left to go work in Philadelphia, had a very longstanding

good relationship with him. So that was all very smooth. | was able to

go in and take the picture that | took of the 3%er logo without any

WURXEOH ,WIV QRW DOZD\V TXLWH WKDW VPRRWK
IRU DFWXDO HYLGHQFH LQ RXU LQYHVWLJDWLRQV
6R DV ORQJ DV ZHYfUH SROLWH DQG ZH GR®@TW FDXV
to us.

$QG WKDWITV P\ VWDII WedpartighVinRéheral. \As\wbohew K H

sheriff, zero. He sometimes sends letters- his undersheriff sometimes

sends letters. They are rarely- WKH\fUH XVXDOO\ QRQVHQVLFDO
response directly to what we say. So for instance, in January we

requested evidence regarding law enforcement gangs under the new

statute, Penal Code 13 DQG KH GLGQfW UHVSRQG OXUDNI
letter. And he sent a letter to the Board telling me to cease and desist

fromtheuVH RI WKH WHUP DQG DOO WKHVH RWKHU WKL
of response we get, or tweets talking about us. The thing that caused

me to report to CPOE on this matter was a tweet by him, or a press

release by him, attacking me, not communicationtome.l KDYHQ W WDONH
to the sheriff personally since.. he threatened me back in 2019 and |

KDYHQTW WDONHG WR OXUDNDPL :H XVHG WR KDYH
some of the higher level folks at the Civilian Oversight Commission, but

they stopped going, and the \fUH UHTXLUHG E\ RUGLQDQFH WR
WKH\ GRQTW GR WKDW DQ\PRUH

6R ZH GRQYW KDYH DQ\ UHDO UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK
6 K H U Dépériment at that level. At the assistant sheriff level,
[unintelligible ] 2630 Patrol and Custody, we have cordial relations. You
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know, | can call them or email them and they email me and we
communicate just fine.

Herrera: You said in 2019 he threatened you?

Huntsman: Yeah, that was in June, June 17" R | , TG PHQWWRWQIEG WK
a report about Caren Mandoyan, the grim reaper, who he was trying to
rehire. The county had sued him because he was doing that unlawfully,
and we set about trying to investigate the manner in which the sheriff
was saying he was going to rehire a bunch of fired deputies including
Caren Mandoyan -what he called a Truth and Reconciliation Committee
or Commission- that he was going to set up within his office. So we tried
to investigate that and he refused. We wrote a report about it as best
we could with the information we could gather, and | gave him a draft of
it, and when | did that he shut off our computer access and | was asked
by people in the county to try to convince him to change his mind.

6R , PHW ZLWK KLP SHUVRQD@@se D@ ack énloGr p:LOO \
FRPSXWHU DFFHVV"Y DQG KH XVHG WKH RSSRUWXQlL
political hack, that my report was ridiculous. | have since learned he

never read it. But he said that it was all wrong and that his hiring of
Mandoyan was correcW DQG ZRQGHUIXO DQG WKDW , VKR X(
report, because it might influence the civil litigation regarding rehiring

ODQGR\DQ $QG , VDLG pu/RRN WKDWITV P\ MRE DV W
LVVXH WKLV UHSRUW DQG ZKDW KD Sfusth@sg. ILQ WKH F
ZRXOG WKLQN LW ZRXOGQTYW KDYH DQ\ LPSDFW EHF
XQODZIXO EXW WKDWTV IRU \RX WR ZRUN RXW [P
ZKDW KDSSHQHG 7 $QG LQ WKDW FRQWH[W KH VDL
UHSRUW WKHUHDGOGVEN BRQGVKHH X®LG LW LQ D VLJIQ
KH GLGQYW VD\ ZKDW wWHklbeX ted; MrHD& ReSe Knihy

was present, quickly changed the subject. And a short time later, he

announced to the press that | was under criminal investigation and sent

a letter to the Board asking them to relieve me of duty because of the
HKRUULEOH FRQIOLFWY WKHUH ZDbiwhih&ly VRPHERG\ Z
investigated to be responsible for--

Herrera: ,IP VRUU\ \RX ZHUH MXVW D OLWWigpihgEW&s IDVW |, TI
not hired for my typing skills. So you said he announced- what did you
say he announced?

Huntsman: In a podcast, he told some representative of the media that | was under
criminal investigation for stealing from the county, basically, from his
department, stealing data, and he had Murakami send a letter to the
board asking- saying the same thing and asking that | be removed from
office. So he announced it publicly. The reason | point that out is
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EHFDXVH WKDWYfV QRW KRZ \RXVEHIDWLR G U LIPIRXNO
law enforcement and you think somebody committed a crime, you

SUHIHU WR FRQGXFW DQ LQYHVWLJDWLRQ ZLWKRXW
investigating them. The last thing you do is announce publicly, to start,

WKDW \RXTUH PRQIGXFWIVDLIDWLRQ %XW WKDWYV H
ZKHQ \RX ZDQW WR LQWLPLGDWH VRPHERG\ $QG VF
what he did then was a violation of 518 of the Penal Code: Extortion of

a public official through a threat in order to try to get them to not

GLVFKDUJH WKHLU GXW\ LQ WKLV FDVH KH GLGQTYV
And then when | did, he wanted to inflict the consequence. Since then,

he has taken a number of actions against people involved in oversight,

all of which designed, | believe, to intimidate them in order to suppress

investigation of the law enforcement gangs and of his misconduct-

alleged misconduct of various kinds, including the Escalante matter, the

Kobe Bryant matter, and other instances which we tried to investigate

butdidnfW 6R , WKLQN LW ZDV WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI D S
developed as a way to prevent, the officials of the county from

FRQGXFWLQJ RYHUVLJKW RYHU KLP DV WKH\fUH UH"
LQWR WKDW GHWDLO EHFDXVH , tGeRMhWfWatW KLQN LW’
reported here | think was a part of that process.

5LJKW DQG , WKLQN LWYV JRRG IRU FRQWH[W VR , D
information. With regards to that issue, was there any kind of outcome

or.. was there any kind of admonition from the Board about his behavior

or was there any type of followup?

$ EXQFK RI WKLQJVY KDYH KDSSHQHG 7KH %RDUG Gl
ZHJUH QRW JRLQJ WR UHPRYH +XQWVPDQ :H DJUHH
conflict, but the conflict is for you to investigate Huntsman, especially

EDVHG RQ ZKDW \RX DUH FODLPLQJ WR LQYHVWLJD\
was my crime was that when he was about to be sheriff, we discovered

WKDW W K Hep#rtrmbnt hafl o set of internal documents related to

discipline that it kept secret from us, which was in violation of law, and

ZH EURXJKW WKLV WR WKHLU DW Wisv@&usRQ DQG VDL
WKHVH KLGGHQ ILOHV § :H XVHG WR KDYH FRPSXWH
records and suddenly we learned that alltheruns ZHfG EHHQ PDNLQJ
KDG EHHQ LQDFFXUDWH EHFDXVH VRPH RI WKHP VEF
visible. It was as though they never existed. And it was a mechanism

used to protect sensitive documents and make them only visible to the

people in Internal Affairs. WhicK ZDVQYIW D EDG WKLQ&heLW{V MX
mechanism they used was bad. So we brought that to their attention.

7KH\ KHPPHG DQG KDZHG DQG GLGQITW JHW DURXQG
until the sheriff- the current sheriff -won the election. And then pending

his election win, he contacted the head of Professional Responsibility -

or so has testified Del Mese, his chief of staff, the guy who was there
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when he threatened me, has testified that the sheriff directed him to do

this - he contacted her and they provided her a settlement agreement

for Mandoyan to get his job back. They were trying to get Mandoyan

rehired before Sheriff Villanueva took office so that nobody would know

WKDW KH KDG GRQH LW $QG ZKHQ WepdtilerK DSSHQHC
FKDQJHG LWV PLQG %HFDXVH ZH KDG VDLG WR WKF
WR SURYLGH XV WKHVH UHFRUGY QRZ PRUH WKDQ
sheriff coming in. If you were to delete ordestUR\ UHFRUGV ZHYG KDY
way to prove it, but if you give us these records, then we can- we have

D FRS\ WKDW ZH FDQ FRPSDUH WR UHFRUGV LQ WKF
happened - Alicia Ault was the person who got that - she agreed to give

it to us. It was approved by the sheriff, | was told. | requested it in

ZULWLQJ DQG ZH JRW D FRS\ Rl GLVFLSOLQH UHFRU
discipline records- the current sheriff, Villanueva -and he believes we

did that in order to provide them to the Board who could put them into a

nifty hit piece, political mailer or do some skullduggery against him. The

SURRI WKDW WKDW GLGQfW KDSSHQ LV WKH IDFW W
WKHUHYV SURRI WKDW WKLQJV KH VDLG DERXW KLV
and by law the Department can make those public: peace officer bill of

ULJKWV 7KH WHUP WKDWITV FRPPRQO\ XVHG WR UHI
ZKLFK LV DFWXDOO\ QRW SDUW RI WKH SHDFH RIILF
restrictions on what can be put out publicly about a law enforcement

RIILFHUYVY GLVFLSOLQH UHFRUGY EXW WKHUHYfV DQ
give false information.

So he has done that regarding one of his cases and nobody in the

SUHVV NQRZV DERXW WKDW $QG WKDWYfV EHFDXVH
we putitonice, ZH VHDOHG LW ZH GLG QRW JLYH LW WR !
JLYH LW WR DQ\ERG\ :H NHSW LW :H GLGQTW HYHQ
much much later after all this happened, but he tried to frame that as a

crime and presented it to various folks to try to get them to be

interested: the FBI, the AG, and this has all been testified to by Del

Mese UHFHQWO\ DW WKH &LYLOLDQ 2YHUVLJKW &RPPL

KDWYV WKH ODVW QDPH" ,fP VRUU\

Del Mese?

Yeah. How do | spell it?

DelMese fV ODVW QD P H-B-Vis\oseHOr® ah&Gthen the second
word is Mese, M-E-S-E  $QG KH ZDV WKH VKHULIITfV FKLHI RI
on his transition team and became his chief of staff. He was dismissed

from that position maybe a year later, but at the time he was being-

when these things were happening, Del Mese was his chief of staff, and
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at the time that the sheriff threatened me in June, Del Mese was still his

chief of staff. And Del Mese testified on July 1%t about some of these

facts. So the sheriff put together that criminal case, tried to sell it to the

FBI, to the Attorney General, to the DA. Nobody bought. He got a letter

from the Civilian Oversight Commission, or Murakami, his number two,

GLG VD\LQJ p<RX NQRZ LWV D FRQIOLFW IRU \RX
JHQHUDO <RX VKRXOGQYW EH GRLQJ WEKDW 1 DQG (
\RXfUH ULJKW ZH DJUHH :HYUH JRLQJ WR JLYH LW
ZH UHDFK DQ DSSURSULDMhRK isStRelérivheRused.D QG R 1
They never did. They kept it over my head for years, and the Board had
QRWKLQJ WKH\ FRXOG GRZRIWHKH WQ AW D® MDA WIR RUHP
+XQWVPDQYT XQWLO QHDU WKH HQG RI ODVW \HDU D
Commission got some traction with getting County Counsel to ask the

attorney general to step in.

$FWXDOO\ ,1YH JRW WIRRWKIHNW V¥ HMudikgtivo, TP FRQ
things the attorney general did. The first one was opening a civil rights

investigation against the sheriff, and that happened oh a year and a half

ago or so. And then, more like a half a year ago or so is when the

County Counsel sent a letterto WKH $* VD\LQJ p&bQ \RX SOHDVH
and conduct some oversight over the sheriff, a la your question about,

you know, what mechanisms are to enforce stuff. And they addressed a

number of things including, a group that he has, called the secret police

by VRPH SHRSOH WKDW WDUJHWYV KLV SROLWLFDO H
SURFHVYVY , WDONHG DERXW ZKHUH KHYVY WDUJHWHG
That warrant investigation against one of the supervisors and an ally of

hers in a nonprofit organization, a bunch of things, and the investigation
DJDLQVW PH $QG WKH DWWRUQH\ JHQHUDO VDLG
HfOO WDNH D ORRN DW ZKDW KHYV JRW RQ +XQWVI
DERXW LW DQG ZHTOO ORRN DW WKDW ZDUUDQW SU
like, take RYHU W KH Deidftidént] |V

KHQ WKDW KDSSHQHG WKH VKHULII SXEOLFO\ VDL(
submitted the case on Huntsman to the attorney general. | did it a

couple of months ago. So supposedly - | think it was around November

of last year - he had submitted it to them for filing and asked them to
SURVHFXWH PH , KDYHQTW VHHQ WKRVH GRFXPHQW
FULPLQDO LQYHVWLJDWLRQ EXW LI LWV ZKDW , W|
FRQVWLWXWLRQDO ULJKWV EHFDabe Eaus¢ei WBRHV Q TW k
| did was provided for in my job description and in writing with the

approval of the then-sheriff Jim McDonnell, so. 6R WKDWY{V NLQG RI WE
RI WKDW 6R WKH DQVZHU LV \HDK WKHUH ZDV D U}
effective in controliny WKH VKHULIIfV EHKDYLRU EHFDXVH K
himself above the law, and because the mechanisms for dealing with

WKDW DUH VORZ %XW LW LV QRZ EHIRUH WKH DWW
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attorney general in San Diego whose job is to review the filing and
deFLGH ZKHWKHU RU QRW KH VKRXOG SURVHFXWH PI
Rl DUUHVW EXW , GRQYW UHDOO\ H[SHFW WR EH DU
testified that everybody- all the professionals who looked at it said
WKHUHTV QR FULPH KHU H s s ibt€faOp¥dple.@d, WKH VKHULII
NQRZ LWYV DQ HODERUDWH SURFHVYVY |, BSRORJL]H

1R WKDWTV RND\ $QG ,

7KH FRPSOHWH DQVZHU LV HYHQ ORQJHU VR ,TP JR
WKHUH ZDV D UHDFWLRQLVEXKWFIRPBVOHRRE QN RW KDV
changed the situation completely.

And so my question is, does that end up dovetailing with the racially

biased emails and some of this other stuff? Is that- Do they dovetail

together or is it, this happened and thenthHUHfV D FKXQN RI WLPH Z
WKHUHTV QRW DV PXFK JRLQJ RQ DQG

1R QR WKHUH ZDVQYW D FKXQN RI WLPH , PHDQ ,

details regarding all the things the sheriff has done, endlessly since

then. But the fact of the matteris,t KHUH KDVQTW EHHQ D FKXQN R
time. The thing | described happened. He then went to, you know, he

UXQV WKH VKHULIITVY GHSDUWPHQW VR HYHQWYV KD
7TKHUHYV GLVFXVVLRQV SXEOLFO\ +H KDV D QXPEHL
the press,claLPHG WKDW , DP FRUUXSW DQG WKDW ,P D
number of run-ins at the Civilian Oversight Commission. They kept- the

VKHULII MXVW NHSW VHQGLQJ KLV VWDII WKHUH WR
KHYV QRW JHWWLQJ FRRSHUDWLROttt®. WV LQYHVWI
JLYH KLP HYHU\WKLQJ KH DVNV IRU 1 6R , KDG WR S
Oversight Commission a series of emails in a PowerPoint - | provided

WKH HPDLOV GHWDLOLQJ WKH QXPHURXV UHTXHVW\
the email responses showing that they never gave it to us. And | had to

do that twice. The first time was in a presentation to the Civilian

Oversight Commission and then a year later | issued a formal report

WKDWITV XS RQ P\ ZHEVLWH FDOOHG 8QODZIXO &RQ(
Department and it details a whole series of our investigations that were

thwarted as a result of the failure to provide information.

6R WKH IDOVH QDUUDWLYH WKDW KHfV SXW RXW WEF
KH VWLOO WR WKLV GD\ FRQWLQ XH nonétédp s8R WKDW
LWV EHHQ VXSSOHPHQWHG E\ D WD[ RQ RWKHU LQ(
former Chief Executive Officer of the county, ran afoul of him because

KH WULHG WR JHW PRQH\ IRU D 3igpaitrakRt ahdt WKL Q WK}
she refused to give that to him and then he targeted her, first claiming

that she was refusing to provide sick-time benefits to his deputies if they
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got COVID, ZKLFK ZDVQYW WUXH 'HSDUWPHQW KHDGV J
JHWV VLFN WLPH DQG ZKR GRHVQYIYW QRW WKH &(2
that. And then he actually again claimed she committed a crime. She

was on the Board of Directors for the United Way, a volunteer position,

and he had a press conference in which he said she voted, or

participated in putting up.. | think it was a homelessness initiative on the

ballot that United way liked, because they might get some money out of

LW WKHUHIRUH LWYV GoverRn@hOdo&eN 080l theQWHUHV W
provision that governs conflicts of interest relating to contracts, requires

thatyou have afinaQFLDO LQWHUHVW ,Q RWKHU ZRUGV LI
RQ D ERDUG IRU D QRQSURILW LWV QRW WULJJHU|
know he knows that because his secret police squad put together a

report that claimed she was a criminal, and in it they acknowledged the

absence of that evidence but still claimed that she had a conflict

somehow that she kept secret. And they submitted that up to the AG as

well, and publicly accused her of this. And she ended up- When she

retired, she got a settlement from the County with an agreement that

VKHYOO JHW VHFXULW\ EHFDXVH RI WKH VKHULIIfV
received and other County officials have received after he publicly sets

them up for targeting. Because he has an extremist base that will react

to whatever he says. So at one point he accused Mary Wickham of

County Counsel of going rogue, because she was advising him that

what he was doing was illegal, and the next day she got a threatening

phone call, from some folks who claimed that there was an arrest

warrant out for her and she was going to be arrested. And the phone

FDOO FDPH IURP DigatméK BQIA IWKH\ VDLG plR QR QR
VSRRIHG LWYV QRW WUXHYT DQG ODWHU WKH\ FODL|
something about it, but they never provided the evidence or the phone

records. So she- until the day she retired, she believed that she was

EHLQJ WDUJHWHG E\ SHRSOH DV D UHVXOW RI WKH

So he took a series of actions throughout this time that have never

stopped, includng WDUJHWLQJ 3DWW\ *LJJDQV ZKRYV WKH
called Peace Over Violence, and Sheila Kuehl, a supervisor - they are

political allies, | think, or friends, from way back. He claimed through

conversations with a guy named Adam Lowe, whose wife used to work

at the Metro, that there was a conflict of interest in a contract that Patty

Giggans had and he got a search warrant to serve and search the

OHWUR DQG WKH OHWURYV ,QVSHFWRU *HQHUDO DQ
again, there was public allegations of misconduct, all based on the

statements of this guy Adam Lowe, who had filed the lawsuit, which

GLGQYW JR DQ\ZKHUH DQG KDG EHHQ LQYHVWLJDW
General in that organization. And he used all that as a basis to then

make Sheila Kuehl think that she was going to be arrested.
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6R KHYfV GRQH D VHULHV RI WKLQJYV OLNH WKDW WK
nonstop. And so | do think- WKH WKLQJ WKDW ,fP WDONLQJ DE
WKH ODWHVW LQ D ORQJ OLQH RI WKHP ,WIV QRW (
thenpRSSHG EDFN XS $QG WKDW¢{V ZK\ , VHQW \RX E}
conversation WKDW HPDLO ,YG JRWWHQ ZLWK WKH SRVW
Lowe in which he details in his letter to Merrick Garland, you know, all
these- his complaints about various things, including using my name as
Max-Gustaf and then at some point Max-Gustof, spelling it a third way--

Herrera: | saw that.

Huntsman: --and a variety of stuff. Well that guy, Adam Lowe, is the affiant in the
warrant that they served on Peace Over Violence and Met News. So
when we get into more detail about the actual CPOE claim and the
holocaust accusation, which is the second thing | sent you -his claim
WKDW ,TP D KR ORtRiDOY §eétsGhdt@ranAlam Lowe. | think
Adam Lowe is his supposed source based on my reading of that
document that you saw, as well as other things that Adam Lowe has
said. Before the sheriff ever in that communication to the department
called me Max-Gustaf, Adam Lowe had used that name as well and
nobody else had. Nobody else calls me that.

Herrera: And | want to definitely get to the Adam Lowe. | appreciate you sending
me that email and | looked it over. | did want to look at- talk to you about
the email that, you know, that was kind of the genesis for this complaint
itself, right? So my understanding is that there was an email that was
sent by the sheriff. Can you give me some more information? And |
GRQIYW WKLQN LW iKd@nwatWhK\W K®OMWVHKDOWKHH , GRQYIW NQF
have the date of the email, so do you have--

Huntsman: lsawyou GRQYYW KDYH LW |, WKRXJKW |, KDG IRUZDUGH:(
VKR X OQéadivedit. | can try to track it down for you and try to get you
another copy. Butbas- , GRQYW UHPHPEHU WKH GDWH W ZD
year. But when he sent it, it was- you know, one of the points when he
was attacking me publicly, it was sent around to the whole department, |
believe, and he again accused me of - | forget what the particular issue
LV puFDXVH KH DFFXVHV PH RI O\LQJ RU EHLQJ FRUU
whatever - but in that email he referred to me as Max-Gustaf with a
Max-hyphen-Gustaf DQG WKDW{V WKH WKLQJ WKDW FDXVH
the CPOE because | believe he was intentionally- He has a base of
extremist groups - white supremacists basically - who he dog whistles
toandleWV WKHP NQRZ ZKR WKHLU FXUUHQW WDUJHW
ODU\ :LFNKDP WR EH WDUJHWHG WKDW{Y{V ZK\ 6DFKL
security; and by saying Max-Gustaf, | believe he was trying to say to
WKRVH JX\V p7KLV JX\YV D IRUHLJQeéeWsh&®HTY HLWKH
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ERWKY DQG ZH QRZ NQRZ ZLWK WKH +RORFDXVW GH
to sell to anybody that | was Jewish because he was claiming that |

denied the Holocaust. But | think that my German descent was what

made me a target for him because | would be an easy target, in the

same manner that he targeted Esther Lim, | believe, because she was

an easy target. He liked to target a lot of people, anybody who was a

critic of his, but some people because of their race are easier for him to

set up as scapegoats with his base who listen to him, including people

within the department.

Herrera: Actually with Esther Lim, | believe he sent out something in the past
where- , GRQTW NQRZ LI \RX fhinklwberelhe lHoked &t Neér
Twitter feed.

Huntsman: 2K , P YHU\ PXFK DZDUH RI LW
Herrera: Right. And where--
Huntsman: , GRQIfW NQRZ EHFDXVH P\ DELOLW\ WR LQYHVWLJL

LI , ZHUH LQYHVWLJDWLQJ , ZRXOG LQYHVWLJDWH
what he has that dirty trick V VT XDG GRLQJ 7KH\fUH VXSSRVHG
investigating crime and the sheriff uses his criminal investigative

DXWKRULW\ DV KLV VKLHOG WR WHOO pl1RERG\ FDQ
TP GRLQJY %XW ZKDW , WKLQN WKH\fUH GRLQJ LV
somebody JR WKURXJK DOO RI (VWKHU /LPYV VRFLDO Pt
statements that he thought were obnoxious. And then he put them

together in a long list and sent them.. a year and some change ago to

theBoard SDUWLFXODUO\ WR 6XSHUYLVRU 6ROLV (VW
complain about her. And then a year later, more recently, he sent it

again. And that was after he had taken the shot at the Chinese

company that was providing COVID testing. Part of his sort of strategy

IRU UHPDLQLQJ VKHULII LV WR an&B8d-thP O WR WKH GH¢
described to Gustavo Ariano of the Times, his staff as being 80%

conservative andright-ZLQJ 1RZ ,fP QRW VXUH WKDW WKDW
FRUUHFW EXW WKDW¢Y{V KLV YLHZSRLQW Rl KLV VWL
certain percentage of his staff who are very extremist on the right and

who are very anti-Chinese, and he was using that racial component to

try to beef up his standing with them, and with voters who- the right

wing of voters who he thinks he can get to reelect him. But at the same

time, it creates, | think, a great danger to the, the people he targets
because these folksare- WKHVH DUH GDQJHURXV SHRSOH $Q
ZK\ , FRQQHFW WKHVH HYHQWV :KDW KH GLG ZLWK
D FRLQFLGHQFH 1RZ KH FRXOGYY HK&HRRRXOW 2LHVK |
done it irrespective of race. % XW , WKLQN KH WDUJHWHG KHU E
Chinese.
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Do you have any sense of how many people he has on this squad or, or
how many people are [indiscernible]?

, WKLQN LWYTV DERXWR D &BOIVERIEN RWTV FKDQJHG
over time. In the early days when he first started it, he hired a guy back

to the S K H U Dep%nment called Lillienfeld and he wasaguy- , GRQ YW
NQRZ LI \RXJUH IDPL O if pou weteW IGodlePhinE XR\X 1 G

see that he had left the S K H U Dep&iment years ago and he went to

ZRUN IRU WKH '$7V RIILFH RQ D FRQWUDFW EDVLV |
LQWR WKH MDLOV +H SXW RQ Kshitki® @GeyaksHULIITV X
in order to bring contraband to an informant. He did it for the cause of

good and justice, because he wanted this informant to help him with a

PXUGHU FDVH IRU WKH '$1V RIILFH $QG WKH FRQWL
just a burrito -although nobody knows because he snuck it in- but he did

itafter EHLQJ WROG QR KH FRXOGLIOEprteentLAMd E\ WKH |
then he used his old uniform to pretend that, you know, that he had

permission and snuck in contraband.

Can you spell his name again?
Lillienfeld?
Okay, thereyougo. I TYH KHDMXVW GLG®IhW KHDU LW

<HDK DQG WKDW KDSSHQHG , PHDQ LWV RQ YLGFH
is questionable, but the event happened. So he rehired that guy and |

WKLQN KH UHKLUHG KLP EHFDXVH KH NQHZ WKLV LV
DVN KLP WR G Buteverf dp. A Ge(ut him in this unit and

KH DOVR KDG D JX\ ZKRYV D FRPSXWHU JX\ DQG WK
ORW RI FRPSXWHU ZRUN IRU KLP $OOHJHGO\ ,fYH
WKH \HDUV WKDW KHfV EXJJLQJ P\ HPDLOV DQG \R>
TP QRW VXUH , EHOLHYH LW EXW , KDYH D EXJ VZH
result that | use from time to time, to try to, you know, at least have

some kind of protection against it. But other people do believe it and

, 9 YH EHHQ WROG WKDW RYHWURIQWKRHY HUHZKBR/ ,JZR >
be surprised if that team was put onto the process of gathering stuff.

But the sheriff has a lot- also has- | mentioned the PR firm he wanted to

have the county pay for for him. He never got that. So instead he

convertedthe 6 KHULIITV ,QIRUPDWLRQ %XUHDX ZKLFK LV
provide information to the public, which the sheriff has a legal duty to

SURYLGH DQG GRHVQfW KH WXUQHG WKHR LQWR KI
or were run by a guy named Satterfield, a deputy, now a captain I think,
EHFDXVH KHYV EHHQ SURPRW RBstuf oRthg sh&iiG SXW R.
RQ D QRQVWRS EDVLV $QG LWYV SRVVLEOH WKDW \
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%XW LWYV DOVR SRVVLEOH LW ZDV GRQH DV D VXSS
KDYHQTW E Hinv@stigaedhat.\BWR the bottom line is, | think he

collects dirt on his political opponents and then tries to figure out a way

to hurt them and he turns most easily to race-based techniques pFD XV H
WKLQN LW SOD\V ZLWK WKH SH®®OANKHe 1sesWU\LQJI W
whatever means are available to him to do that including public funds

for- that should be used for criminal investigation or, in the case of SIB,

should be used for Public Records Act requests, you know, all sorts of

WKLQJY 6R WKDWTV NLQGD WKH zZD\ , VHH LW XQIR«
things as connected.

And in terms of your name being Max-Gustaf Huntsman, is that.. a
QDPH WKD \WwerRksed puHlicly? Like, as your name?

The story of my name is that when | was born | was named Max-Gustaf

Edler. My dad was German, and he came- his dad was a soldier with

WKH 1D]JLV DQG KH VXSSRVHGO\ FRXOGQTIW FDUU\ L
employed Jews before the war, but they lived in Nazi Germany. His

older brother hid in the woods to avoid being conscripted and when the

war was over, he decided that was not a good place to hang out. So he

came to Canada and then he came down to San Francisco, where he

met my mom and fathered me. And he wanted to name me a German

name. They settled on Max-Gustaf, which was a hyphenated name of

WZR XQFOHV RI KLV OD[ ZzDV RQH RI pHP DQG *XVWI
WKDWIYV LQ WKDW QDPH LV WKBMY6RZ2GLW KDNSHO DEKX
WKLV JX\ MXVW KDSSHQHG WR KDYH WKH 6ZHGLVK \
7KLV LV DOO VWRULHV ,YYH KHDUG IURP P\ GDG 0\
was born, was doing a lot of drugs, once left me on a street corner to

teach me to be self-reliant and after my mom and my dad got divorced,

not long after that she moved down to LA to get away from him.

After that, he left America. He went to New York for a bit and then he

ZHQW WR 6ZHGHQ DQG JRW KLPVHOI D UHDO IDPLO\
GLHG LQ 6ZHGHQ WDNLQJ FDUH RI D IDPLO\ +H GLG
DQG , EHOLHYH WKDWYV EHFDXVH RI 1D]JL *HUPDOQ\
with a violent hatred for authority. He was an amateur boxer and, you

know, he liked punching people. He was a con artist. He actually

supposedly did some time in custody. | mean, he was just a piece of

work - as a result of the Holocaust. Not what was done to the Jews but

WKH ZD\ 1D]JLV IXQFWLRQHG DQG , WKLQN WKH\ GLC
FODLP WKDW fhe Howca&btGubitvhad a direct impact on me.

So the idea that | would deny the Holocaust is crazy. | have no love for

Nazi Germany; quite the opposite.
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But back to the name part. So he names me Max-Gustaf Edler. When |
was a kid, | said to my mom--

, TP VR U UGustel) fvhat was the last name?

Edler. | pronounce itA-GOHU EHFDXVH WKDW{V WKH *HUPDQ
DQG ,fP WHOOLQJ \RX DERXW WKH HDUO\ OLIH

And how is that spelled?
E-D-L-E-R.
Okay. Sorry.

$Q G W-KGDsteflid/a first name with a hyphen. | have no middle
name, never had a middle name.

Got it.

6R ZKHQ , ZzDV D NLG , WROG P\ PRP u, GRQTW ZDQ
(GOHU 7KDWTV P\ GDGYV QDPHike ydn.RrQuirgsise®@ LNH P\ G
P H Sbrry, | get a little emotional about this - | apologize - when | think

DERXW LW O\ PRP VDLG pQRYTY 6KH VDLG p:KHQ \RX .
ZKDWHYHU \RX ZDQW EXW XQWLO WKHEQ ,1P QRW FK
when | grew up - and by growing up, | mean | went to law school, and |

was a law clerk at the firm Tuttle & Taylor, that Jerry Brown used to

work at many years ago. And | got one of the partners there to help me

change my name. And | went into court and legally changed it, from- to
+XQWVPDQ IURP (GOHU , GL&QstaMedaiy\sdaliwés R1 WKH |
Max-Gustaf Huntsman on paper. | never used Max-Gustaf and nobody

ever knew me by that. | just went by Max. And when | became the

inspector general, I gotlucky andI- , FDQ W U H DhovwothisWHO O \R X
happened, but one way or another- _FDXVH , ZRXOG XVH OD[ DQG
ZULWH OD[ RQ PRVW WKLQJV EXW OLNH RQ P\ WDJ[ L
Gustaf and the state bar had me down as Max-Gustaf. So, like, you

know, my formal name was Max-Gustaf; | never hardly used it.

Somehow or another | got a passport that had Max on it, just Max and

not Max-*XVWDI DQG VR DV D UHVXOW XQGHU &DOLIRI
change your name unless you go to court and do a bunch of things that

, GLGQTW ZDQW WR GR XQOHVV \RX KDYH VRPH GRI
name is this other thing. So as soon as | had a passport that said Max

onit,Iwas abletogointotheDMVandgo u/RRN P\ QDPHYV OD[ T L
they changed my name to Max. And | was able to go to the County and

VD\ p/RRN P\ QDPH LV OD[Y1 DQG WKH\ FKDQJHG P\ ¢
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changed my name everywhere to Max. But on some obscure county

computers, they never changed it correctly and the state bar still had

me down as Max-Gustaf. But in all other contexts: federal government,

county government LWV OD[ DQG , QHY HGustafMdtdk VH OD|
DQ\ERG\ 1RERG\ ZRXOG HYHU WHOO \RX un2K WKDW
*XVWDI § 7TKHUH LV RQH FRS , XVHG WRhZRUN ZLWK
used to call me Goose just as a joke, and that was it.

%XW , 16 QHYHU JRWWHQ WKH VWDWH EDU FKDQJHG
WKHQ , FDOOHG WKHP XS DQG VDLG pupu*X\V FDQ \RX
H<HV \HV ZHYJOO PDNH \RX O0De[offtheRtAtelbar\ R X UXQ P
WKHUHYY DQ HQWU\ IRU D JX\ QDPHG OD[ +XQWVPDC
for a guy named Max-*XVWDI +XQWVPDQ uFDXVH WKH\ GLGC(
WKH\ MXVW VWXFN DQRWKHU RQH LQ 6R WKDWIV W
andthat- LWV D ORQ@DVORD EXRP WKH IDFW WKDW , GL
OLNH P\ GDG YHU\ PXFK $QG , GLGQTW ZDQW WR KL
KLP :KHQ , JRW WR WXUQ RYHU D QHZ OHDI DV LQV
NQRZ ZKDW P MXV-WXBUWRS$ SIDQUWWKDZWQIW HYHQ G
MFDXVH ,fP QRW D *HUPDQ ,TYH JRW QRWKLQJ DJDI
DVLGH IURP 1D]JLV EXW 1P QRW RQH ,TP DQ $PHUL
Europe and, you know, my mom raised me here in America and, you

NQRZ WKDWYV ZKR , DP o6RtdyQ\ZD\ WKDWTV P\

Herrera: $QG ZKDWITV \RXU PRPYV KHULWDJH"

Huntsman: Well, her dad came from Canada - white, generic white. Her dad came
from Canada. He had come back years earlier from Scotland. | think he
DFWXDOO\ FDPH IURP 6FRWODQG R Womthibdd KLV GDG
But he, he came down out of Canada and on the other side, on my
JUDQGPRWKHUYV VLGH WKH\ ZHUH OLNH 'DXJKWHI
Revolution. Her family had been here, like, before the American
Revolution. They came- supposedly the story- my daughter tells me this
LVQITW WUXH EXW P\ VWRU\ ZDV WKDOWMh&H ZHUH UH(
Pocahantas story pFDXVH RQH RI RXU DQFHVWRUV ZDV 5R
GDXJKWHU ORRNHG LQWR LW DQG VDLG 1R WKDW
EH UHODWHG WR KLB &EXWF NRXGIDUHWORIMWKLP T % XW L(
they were just Americans, you know, white European-type Americans
but not, not anything else.

Herrera: Would that be British if they were Daughters of the American
Revolution?
Huntsman: That side,onthat VLGH ,I \RX ZDQW WR GLYLGH PH XS RQ

LWV KDOI %ULWLVK ZLWK D OLWWOH ElaMd Rl OLNH
RQ P\ PRPYV GDGYV VLGH LWTYfV PDLQO\ 6FRWWLVK
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RQ KHU VLGH DQG WKHQ RQ RWnad GEmaNwikld KHfTV S
little bit of Russian and | think a little bit of Polish.

Okay.

%XW LQ WHUPV RI FXOWXUH KH GLGQYW UDLVH PH
culture or anything and my mom, by the time, you know- my mom was a

hippie. ShewDV D EHDWQLN VKH ZDVQYW D KLSSLH 6KH
hippies.

San Francisco.

<HDK H[DFWO\ , ZDV FRQFHLYHG RQ D KRXVHERDW
get more beatnik than that.

7TKDWYV D YHU\ DXVSLFLRXV EHJLQQLQJ

R \RX NQRZ WKDW WR WKH H[WHQW WKDW , KDYH
$QG ,TYH Kon@r¥tioh ZLWK SHRSOH \RX NQR& , GRQTY\
OLNH ,fP D FXOWXUHOHVV SHUVRQ RWKHU WKDQ E|
LWV D VXSUHPDFEYRVRRQW IDQVIDO®U RI WKDW DSSUR
MHDORXV RI SHRSOH ZKR KDYH D UHDO FXOWXUH $
WKDW , KDG DQG , WKLQN WKDWYJV SDUW RI P\ RZQ |
my dad. Butthe ERWWRP OLQH LV ,fP QRW *HUPDQ

Right. Now, my understanding is that there was a KFI.. So there was
the email that went out and do you recall who that email went to that the
sheriff had sent?

, WKLQN LW ZDV W Kleparment.L,Jid ¢ KHDYIH IWWR WUDFN LW
you since you didnfW JHW LW |, VHQW LW LQ WR &32( DQG ,
copy of it somewhere.

| can huntitdown myself DV ZHOO , MXVW GLGQTW ZDQW WR
you because | think it [indiscernible].

1R QR QR LWITV QRW L P¥RBH) WAL MhinkétXveé delV Z D V
RXW WR WKH HQapdrtbhéht6 M WLLIWYYV QRWH UHWYVPRRW
than one time he used that Max-Gustaf, and he talked about it, and |

WKLQN RQ .), KH W D wd\hddd t®l&oR Xtdiwhy, 20Ky did he

FKDQJH KLV QDPH" :KDWYV KH WU\LQJ WR KLGH"T \R
clear, like | said, | gave you the reason | changed my name. Since 1991

,IYH ZRUNHG IRU WKH FRXQW\ DQG ZDV D GHSXW\ G
yearsbefoUH , ZDV WKLV 1P QRW KRX Q0 BZV MAUHIH B
no fraud or process by which | changed it in order to conceal who | am
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LQ DQ\ ZzD\ VKDSH RU IRUP WYV MXVW , GRQTW OL
FXOWXUH WKDW ,fP QRW SDUW RI

You mentioned- DQG , GLGQ W -BdANu WekeLade ety IDA
SULRU WR EHFRPLQJ WKH ,*" +RZ ORQJ ZHUH \RX ZL

KHQ , JUDGXDWHG ODZ VFKRRO LQ , MRLQHG W
passed the bar and | was a DA- once | passed the bar, | became a DA

and then | stayed there until 2013, when | took the job as Inspector

General.

So when you changed your name, was that while you were in law
school? Like, was that a job decision?

Yeah, that was- | became HXQWVPDQ EHIRUH , MRLQHG WKH '$
DV D NLG ,1G EHHQ (GOHU ZKHQ , ZzDV LQ ODZ VFKR
my senior year and then | was Huntsman. And then when | graduated

IURP ODZ VFKRRO DQG MRLQHG WKH '$V RIILFH , Z
iQ WKH '$fV RIILFH HYHU NQHZ PH DV (GOHU

2ND\ JRW LW %HFDXVH \RX PHQWLRQHG \RX ZRUNH
ODZ ILUP VR , MXVW ZDVQTW VXUH RI WKH WLPLQJ
school?

| was a senior- not senior, a summer law clerk after my second year of
law school.

And so.. aside from the email- So then the KFI, the KFI radio call, do
you recall what was said during that KFI radio appearance? And was
there more than one or is it just one appearance?

, G Rr@W Wcall. On KFI he talked about it and, like | said, it used to be

kind of clear in my head, but then when he went to the Times Editorial

Board and told them | was a Holocaust denier, it kind of made the

details of what he said about my name irrelevant WR PH 6R , GRQTW
remember precisely what he said on KFI.

You did say something to the effect of, you know, that they should look
into why he changed his name or what is he trying to hide?

Yeah, | mentioned that. He said that somewhere; | think that may have

EHHQ RQ .), , GRQYW UHPHPEHU QRZ ZKHUH KH VDL
a thing he likes to say and he said the same thing to the Board. But he

OLNHV WR VD\ p:HOO VRPAWRGW KEKW KD B OGRRRENY

fond of, like, Facebook Live videos and Instagram YLGHRY LQ ZKLFK KH!'
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KDYH OLNH D FKDW DQG KHYOO VLW WKHUH DW KL
paper and talk about them, like a talk-show host or something, and then

just VRUW RI UXPLQDWH DERXW WKHP 7KDW{V KRZ Kt
+DPDL ZKHQ KH DFFXVHG KHU RI WKH , IYLRODWLR
just got this in from.. from Vivian, oh thank you. Oh, somebody should

ORRN LQWR WKLYV 1 affeets Mi® knd of6sGal vkl of

talking about things and | think it was in the same context. He said,

M6RPHERG\ VKRXOG ORRN LQWR WKDW ¢ DV VRUW R
WKHUHTV VRPH Q H fdd WHy R} ManueH iakged)

Did you feel like he was casting aspersions or trying to make some type
of negative inference?

Yeah, absolutely. Yeah, definitely.

And | know you mentioned that you believe it may have been, like, for

example, a dog whistle, but if his people are these radical, maybe right-

ZLQJ ZRXOGQTW WKDW EH PRUH LQ OLQKWoWZLWK WK
know?

W PLIJIKW EH LI KH KDG SUHVHQWHG PH DV DQ $U\D(
6R WKDWYV ZK\ ZKHQ KH ILUVW GLG LW P\ WDNH RC
imply | was Jewish. And that would be what | was- WKDW YV ZKDW , WKR:
KH zDV GRLQJ , PD\ QRW KDYH EHHQ FRUUHFW DER
WKDWTV KRZ , WRRN LW $QG VR WKDWY{V WKH ZD\ ,
really goingon- , PHDQ DJDLQ LWV EHKk@themdRUHLJQHU
WKLQJ 6R \RXWhitélsuptethdts really cared about, you

know, true Nazism, then none of them would qualify because most of us

here in America are not the Aryans that the Third Reich was obsessed

ZLWK % XW hahwvizz\'edk\at &warld.

OD\EH WKH 7KLUG 5HLFK ZHUHQYfW DOO WKDW $U\DC

5LJKW H[DFWO\ 7KDWYV P\ XQGHUVWDQGLQJ WRR
DQFLHQW KLVWRU\ EXW IRU KHUH DQG QRZ , WKLQ
ideology and a way of looking at things and again, | think he was simply
GHVLIJQDWLQJ PH DV D WDUJHW DQG DV DQ pRWKHU
too much about how people took it. Other than they knew: this is a guy

who is an enemy of ours. In the same way that recently the Board had

voted to, put before the voters the right to remove the sheriff with a four-

fifths vote. As soon as that happened, that was put out on Breitbart, the

highly conservative outlet, about it and how Democrats were trying to

take away the rights of, you know, a favored sheriff, and immediately

there started to be a series of Twitter feeds from right-wing extremists in

Florida and other places talking about how outrageous it was. | think
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WKDWIV WKH WWKHKMKIKWHLWKDWY WYV PRUH DERX)
the target than about the details of why deputy designated. | think he

selected these things because they play well, because the race angle

plays well.

But now in hindsight, | think he probably had already had a bunch of

conversations with Adam Lowe about not just the name but about the
Holocaust-denying claim. And so | think really he was setting that up.

%XW DW WKH WLPH , GLGQTW NQRZ WKDW , WKRXJ
trying to make me look like,yRX NQRZ P WKH WDUJHW %XW |,
what was going on was he was preparing for the next one. And of

FRXUVH LWV ZHLUG WR VD\ VRPHERG\TV -HZLVK D¢
, DVVXPH WKDW ZDV QRW KLV SODQ %XW DJDLQ .,V
frRP $GDP /RZH ZKRYV D OLWWOH ELW FUD]\ , WKLQI
VDZ \RX NQRWhewksubpoenaed from him, he had an

interchange with Lillienfeld, the guy | talked about before, when

Lillienfeld recorded him- or, Adam Lowe recorded Lillienfeld while

Lillienfeld was kind of threatening Adam Lowe, telling him to back off

MFDXVH KH KDG VHQW VRPH HPDLOV WR OXUDNDPL
been dispatched, or voluntarily dispatched himself, to tell Adam Lowe to

settle down. Adam Lowe recorded it all; we subpoenaed it; he refused

WR SURYLGH LW DQG , WKLQN WKDWY{V ZKHQ , JRW
somebody he was going to target. And | think the sheriff had already,

taken Adam Lowe as an ally, used him in his process to try to get a

search warrant.

SR, WKLQN KH JRW IURP $GDP /RZH WKH p+H\ , WKL
+XQWVPDQ , WKLQN KHYV D + RK®IN FDX EW G5 HXQ\L FAUK L,V
ZKDW , WKLQN T, GRQTW NQRZ ZKHUH KH JHWV WKEL
GHQLHG WKH +RORFD X ¥ bW cdliéde papetthaDIfwoteviR P

which | question the Holocaust. You know, it never happened. My

guess is that Adam Lowe ran some database and found some name

that sounds kind of German, you know, of somebody who denied the
+RORFDXVW % XWmeW VXUH ZDVQTW

So with regards to, for example, once the email the sheriff sent and

WKHQ IRU H[DPSOH WKH .), WKH UDGLR VKRZ KHT\
statements, did you receive any type of emails or any type of calls or

any type of negative attention? Have you received DQ\ NLQG R«

Once he accused me of being a Holocaust denier to the LA Times, you

know, in a very public way and it became an Op Ed in the Times and a

whole discussion, and a number of media sources talked about it

because it was such an outrageous claim, especially- , GRQfW NQRZ LI
\RX ZDWFKHG WKH YLGHR RI WKDW EXW LI \RX WKL
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want to pull up the video - but that Op Ed | sent you kind of

HQFDSVXODWHY LW 7KH\ DVNHG KLP p:KDWTV \RXU
saiG p:HOO ,fP QRW JRLQJ WR WHOO \RX 1 $QG WKH)
to accuse somebody of such a horrible thing but not provide any

HYLGHQFH VKRXOG ZH EHOLHYH \RX"Y $QG KH VDLC
P H I fnean, it was kinda nutty, so it became a story. After that, | did not

receive any death threats or any weird emails from crazy people any

more than usual. | certainly have had an increase in, like, when |

monitor comments on, certain websites like Witness LA or other places,

ZKHUH WKHUHNL\WQ GCOZDDVFKDWWHU DQG ,YP DOZD\V N
LQ WKH H\HV RI WKHVH H[WUHPLVWYV |, PHDQ WKHU
EXW WKHUH ZDVQTW D ORW R{ +RIORXOXYPWWWX\II EF
because - the sheriff had previously already presented me as sort of his

PDLQ HQHP\ DQG WKHUHTVY DOZD\V EHHQ D ORW RI L
%XW , GLEIIWMW QRWLFH DQ\ WKDW Zreladtdd. VSHFLILF
did receive a lot of communications from people | know who, you know,

expressions of sympathy and ironically most of them from friends of

PLQH ZKR DUH -HZLVK %HFDXVH , WKLQN LI \RXYUH
GLVIXVWLQJ DQG GHHSO\ RITHQVLYH WKDW DOOHJID
-HZLVK LW VHHPV ZURQJ WR VD\ WKDW DERXW VRPI
Jewish, LWV HYLO $QG VR D QXPEHU RI P\ IULHQGV Z
OLNH p2K P\ *RG OD[ , FDQYW EHOLHYH \RX VDLG \
NQRZ $QG VR LWYV DFWXDOO\ EHHQ D SUHWW\ SRV

| sent an email to the Board about it, which is what | kind of forwarded

WR &32( WR JR RQ WKH UHFRUG DQG VD\ pu/RRN LW
KXUW PH VR GHHSO\ IRU WKH UHDVRQV , GHVFULEH
have a certain connection to the Holocaust that is not positive. And so |

take it to heart more than PD\EH , RWKHUZLVH ZRXOG , GRQTW
know what a person would think if they were called that, if they had no
FRQQHFWLRQ , GRQTW NQRZ %XW DOO , FDQ WHOQC
ZDV KLGHRXV ,WYV VWLOO KLGHR Xakinglabodt , VD\ , Z
LW %XW ZKHQ , ZDV WHDULQJ XS ZKHQ ZH ZHUH WD
Rl WKH +RORFDXVW WKDW zZDV EHFDXVH RI P\ KLVW
eggshellpODLQWLII LQ WKLV WV QRW MXVW WKH WKLU
D OO HJDW L R Qmeana/th yhedlrBonalll,. W

Can | take just a one-minute break? | locked my husband out of the
house, so (laughs).

, 100 MXVW VLW KHUH *R DKHDG GRQfW WRXFK DQ
ZKHQ \RXYUH UHDG\

,IP VR VRUUWLJNWOEEHAN ,fP MXVW JRLQJ RIIl WKH Ul
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%DFN RQ WKH UH FSR,uh§ undgvsiaviding is that | think on

March 313!, you sent - or was it 30" - you sent an email to, isit- , GRQ W
know what the DCO stands for: Deputy Chief Officer Seiberg, or

Seeberg? - regarding the Editorial Board comments, the comments to

the Times about being a Holocaust denier, do you recall doing that?

&DQ \RX JLYH PH WKH VSHOOLQJ RI WKH QDPH \RXTl
S-I-E-B-E-R-G.

,IP VRUU\ |, GRQTW NQRZ ZKR WKDW LV , SUREDEO)
FUHDWHG ZKDW \RXfUH WDONLQJ DERXW DQG DV ,
WKH %RDUG DQG WKHQ , GHFLGHG pl1R ,TGIEHWWHL
-2K , WKLQN ARG@RURXYBH WKHUH , ZDV DIiWUDLG \RX
WKLQN , G EHWWHU WHOO LW WR &32( EHFDXVH QR'
DERXW LW EHFDXVH IRU WKH UHDVRQV ZH GLVFXVYV
very cynical about whether or not the sheriff is going to discipline

himself, but I figured | had a duty to my employees to do something

about this because CPOE rules are pretty strict about reporting when

\RXYUH DZDUH RI FHUWDLQ IDFWV

Right.

Solsentit- , ZR X Od5aif Ivsent it to Vicky Bane ZKR{V WKH KHDG RI
CPOE EXW ,100 EHW \RX ZKDWHYHU , VHQW VRPHKR=:
WKDW \RXJfUH UHIHUULQJ WR

Okay. And then, I think as a followup--

8QOHVV 6HLEHU DepatneadtdThatidduM be an echo of what |
sent.

It could be.

W FRXOG EH pFDXVH , VHQW VRPHWKLQJ WR 9LFN\
CPOE for everybody else in the county is the CPOE investigates. For
thesherLIIfV WKH\ JHW WR LQYHVWLJDWH WKHPVHOYF
CPOE complaint regarding the sheriff, they forward it to the sheriff. So

WKDW PD\ EH WKH IRUZDUGLQJ IURP WKH FRXQW\ &:
department.

Right. And then it makes reference to.. | think on April 15t you
communicated with this person and it may be that they are in the
VKHULIITV RIILFH VWDWLQJ WKDW u,fP QRW EODPL!
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the victims you interview that the LASD CPOE process is not
confidentialandthe VKHULII ZLOO GLVFXVV WKHP ZLWK WKF
thatgets LQWR WKDW ODVW SRLQW R«

Huntsman: 7KDW SHUVRQ LV WKH SHUVRQ , WROG \RX DERXW Z
department. She called me and then set up an interview and we had an
interview, DQG ZH ZHQW WKURXJK WKH VDPH WKLQJ ,TP
you. Not all of it at that point, but he had at the Times said, in addition to
WKH +RORFDXVW WKLQJ KH VDLG puDQG OD[ +XQWYV
FRPSODLQW DJDLQVW PH KD KD WERRKWHKDW®PY @KNH
H/RRN WKRQIKIRFOWKDW LWV FRQILGHQWLDO LV D N
ZDV LQIRUPHG DERXW LW DQG KH DOUHDG\ WROG W

Herrera: 2ND\ QRZ , VHH ZKDW \RXTJUH VD\LQJ DERXW WKH F
ZDVQTW V X Whverek&aningRo, but that makes sense.

Huntsman: | was referring to his public announcement, the Times Editorial Board,
that | had made a CPOE complaint against him. Which is completely in
violation of CPOE rules. So that- | apologize, but--

Herrera: Not only they would be--

Huntsman: -, 9P D OLWWOH F\QLFDO DERXW WKH VKHULIIfV SUR
going to be confidential.

Herrera: 5LJKW , FDQ RQO\ WHOO \RX WKDW TP QRW WDONI
WKDW , TP S UdgiadXde hif&/bvite person.

Huntsman: No I understand now. | understand- it was the admonition you gave me
HMIURP WKH epatiddnt [ T WKDW WKUHZ PH RIlI IRU D PLQX

Herrera: Yeah and | apologize.

Huntsman: Probably already, you get hired by County Counsel; County Counsel
JDYH \RX D WDVN \RXfUH JRLQJ WR FROOHFW D E X(
JLYH LW EDFN WR &RXQW\ &RXQVHO ,I DQ\ERG\ WH(
going to be County Counsel. AndtobecOHDU LW GRHVQIYW PDWWEF
VKHULII DOUHDG\ NQRZV DOO WKHVH WKLQJV 7KH \
of his because I- Sorry, my phone froze for a moment - the sheriff
knows because | publicly record all my criticism of him, so he knows
how I feel. So if you did call up the sheriff right now and tell him that, it
wouldnfW GR DQ\WKLQJ ZRUVH WR PH +H DOUHDG\ LV
PH DV PXFK DV KH LV HYHU JRLQJ WRA&the ,WIV MXV)
,QVSHFWRU *HQHUDO IRU WKH pr&etQW\ DQG LWV P
constitutional and other rights of our employees and the public from the
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VKHULIlI ZKHQ ,YP DZDUH WKDW WKH VKHULII LV VLF
of CPOE so he can target individuals, people like Esther Lim come to

mind. You know, | get paid for this. | used to be a prosecutor. | get paid

WR WDNH RQ DUPHG PHQ DQG GR JDQJ EXVWLQJ 6K
WKH RWKHU SHRSOH ZKR KHYfVY WDUJHWHG 6R WKDV
IUXVWUDWHG ZLWK WKDW ZKROHWIWRWR \X\QIEZHRD R Q1€
so dishonest, to the people within government service than when we

allow somebody like this to engage in this conduct, you know. It just is

very disheartening to me, to be a process that CPOE- ,fYH EHHQ

involved with in my office, and worked with CPOE in investigations and

found them to be completely above reproach in their confidentiality and
reasonableness in how they deal with things: very careful, very

thoughtful, very sensitive to those making complaints and those who

are being complained about and, you know, carefully gathering facts,

DQG WKHQ FUDIWLQJ WKH VROXWLRQ WKDWY{V JRLQ
an amazing process - until you hand it over to the sheriff. So that was

my point.

Herrera: Okay, so that makes sense. Now | get it. And then- just going back- |
WKLQN ZHTUH DOPRVW GRQH EXW JRLQJ EDFN WR ¢
little bit more information DERXW ZKR H[DFWO\ KH L¥YngiFDXVH ,
again, thank you for what you had senttome- EXW P WU\LQJ WR
understand exactly who he is and what your relation or contact has
been with him.

Huntsman: Adam Lowe is the husband of a woman who was employed by Metro.
Metrois EDVLFDOO\ D MRLQW SRZHUV DJHQF\ WKDW{YV
county, sort of controlled by LA City and its Board includes, by law, |
think two supervisors at a time and they rotate, or whatever, as well as
some other folks. They have an inspector general; they have a
executive director and they run, you know, the Metro system. So, Adam
/IRZHYV ZLIH zDV DQ HPSOR\HH WKHUH DQG VKH ZDV
WKH GHWDLOV Rl zZK\ tha sthe WKsHheBd t&&¢HW IHH O
properly. And she started to complain about that and eventually she quit
or was fired or what have you. And once that happened, he made a
campaign of attacking first the executive director, a guy named
Washington, who is mentioned in that letter that | sent to you; and then
somewhere along the line he decided that he was aware of a great
corruption and that he needed to let people know. And I think the theory
in his head was, this corruption was why my wife got fired, or not
treated properly and had to quit, because she was a whistleblower
about this and therefore, if | can convince people that this is true, then
they will see that my wife is a victim and they will give her money or a
new job or whatever.
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He filed a federal lawsuit; he spoke to every media outlet that would

ever listen to him; and my first relationship with him was maybe a year,

two years ago - | forget how long, it was a long time ago - where he

stuck me on one of his email lists and he would periodically send out

these emails to everybody, | mean, to anybody he could think of to stick

on there including the media and he sent out these emailV VD\LQJ u<RX
NQRZ ,fYH JRW WKH JRRGV ,YfP PHHWLQJ ZLWK WKI
JLYHQ DOO WKLV VWXII WR WKH *UDQGthafU\ § <RX N
having experience as a corruption prosecutor, | was pretty sure were

QRW WUXH p&D Xowht warksDyautkdov@ Budin any event, he

was saying these things and | remember reading these allegations.

Now the allegations were that Sheila Kuehl, in her position as a Board

member at the Metro, had caused the issuance of a contract to Patty

GiggaQVY JURXS 3HDFH 2YHU 9LROHQFH ,W LV WUXH
Violence had a contract with the Metro to provide sexual assault hotline
VHUYLFHV , GRQIW WKLQN 6KHLOD . XHKO KDG DQ\V
LW , GRQIYW NQRZ WKDW E XddgairGIhackfovuWW KLQN VKH
FRQIOLFW RI LQWHUHVW VWXII ,fP QRW DZDUH RI C
close that circle, that would prevent Sheila Kuehl from causing Patty

Giggans to get a benefit like that; unless Patty Giggans gives her

money, right? You can give campaign contributions- WKDW{IV WRWDOO\ |
,WIV FUD]\ EXW LQ $PHULFDQ &DEXWR\WRXLPD@QNW W K
like, give them a hundred thousand dollars to put into their personal

account, or hire them for some other job. So, as far as | know, WKHUHV

no connection like that.

But that was the claim, was that that contract was somehow bad, and it

was looked into by the I1G at the Metro, | understand - , GR&PWHQ W

read that report - and there was an element of the claim that was

interesting, which was that not only was the creation of the contract

flawed but also the contract itself was fraudulent. And supposedly the

basisforthis- DQG , GRQTW NQRZ LI LW bt thiskasX D OO\ WU
the claim - was that, you know, when you look at how many calls

WKH\TYH JRWWHQ RQ WKHLU KRWOLQH" ,WYV QRW D
paid by a flat rate or some certain amount of money and if you work out

KRZ PXFK LW LV SHU FDOO LW, FHDQHMNIW\ D/ RHOO C
large number. They fUH JHWWLQJ SDLG ZzD\ WRR PXFK PRQH
$QG VR WKHUHIRUH WKLV LV QRW LQ WrkHffLQWHUHV
That was basically the claim. So he made that claim; he tried to sell it

DQG IHGHUDO ODZVXLW GLGQTWalyRishigsed. Kl UH LW Z
sent it out to all the media outlets to people like me, to see who would,

you know, champion this cause. Nobody. Until he got the attention of

the sheriff, and the sheriff | think referred him to his dirty tricks squad

DQG VDL G isgtyhas Srething bad to say about one of the

people who has oversight over me, Sheila Kuehl, and Patty Giggans {
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who was at the time the chairman of the Civilian Oversight Commission.

$QG , WKLQN WKH\ ZHQW WR WRZQ RQ LWole7KH\ JRW
bunch of litigation regarding that warrant and blah blah blah, so on and

so forth, and the warrant included getting personal identifying

information for the people who called the hotline, even though the

KRWOLQHYV VXSSRVHG WR EwhniteR @ getGhe QawiesDO D QG
and contact information IRU DOO WKH SHRSOH ZKRYG FDOOHG
WKH\ JRW D MXGJH WR VLJQ RIIl RQ WKDW ZKDWHYH
came into my life and how he became relevant.

And a bunch of things happened after that. Eventually he had that

conversation with Lillienfeld, which he- and then he took the tape and

put it out on the internet. And we tried to get a copy of it after he put it

on the internet and he refused to give it to us and wrote a bunch of

weird.. things that looked like motions, like legal PRWLRQV EXW KH GLG
file them or anything; he just sent them to us. He never showed up, so

KHYV LQ FRQWHPSW RI FRXUW H[FHSW WKDW ZH KD\
‘H WROG WKH $WWRUQH\ *HQHUDO(TfV RIILFH pFDXVH
attheendoftKH GD\ , GRQYYW KDYH WKH #Rill¢nfdldWR GR D (
LV VKDNLQJ GRZQ FLWL]JHQV ZLWK WKUHDWYV IURP O
DERXW LW ,YYH WROG WKH SXEOLF pWLO ,fP EOXH
WKLQJV KDSSHQLQ JDepartriéintH 1erkkH WIRIOTS/ WKH $WWR U
*HQHUDO ,TYH WROG<WXH GBRXY RIKDMHIV WKH SRLQW
ZDQW WR JR JHW WKDW UHFRUGLQJ DQG OLWLJDWH
important things to litigate. So that was the Adam Lowe thing, but once

we subpoenaed that from Adam Lowe, he came to dislike me

LPPHQVHO\ $QG VR LQ WKDW OHWWHU DV \RX FDQ
harassing his family and doing horrible things. The only thing we did is

we served him with a subpoena.

Herrera: [unintelligible 12447] saying that you had an obligation to investigate
Sheila Kuehl or anything like that, in your capacity as an IG or in
oversight.
Huntsman: 1R, GRQTW WKLQN KH VDLG WKDW , WKLQN , HQGH

because - and | oftendo -tKHUH fV D O RWotRllo§ BURaES&WH

YHU\ HQWKXVLDVWLF SHRSOH ZKR PLJKW EH LQVDQ
send regular emails and they attach me on because | have an

interesting title that sounds like | might care. And so | get, like, stuff

about the Veterans Administration all the time. It has nothing to do with

PH 6R , GRQTW NQRZ WKDW KH WKRXJKW , KDG DQ\
including , WKLQN E\ QRZ KHYV KDG ORWV RI FRQYHUVI
DQG VR KH KDV GHFLGHG WKDW ,Y P \RXh&lQRZ SDU)
ShHLOD . XHKO LV UXQQLQJ RU VRPHWKLQJ %XW , GF
when he put my name on it, he had any reason to think that | had
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UHVSRQVLELOLW\ RYHU LW RU GLG KH HYHU VD\ WK
OD[ \RX VKRXOG LQYHVWLINOHVBFWKIDWO O \+W IAKGHG W
FRXSOH RI WLPHV pFDXVH KH UXQV VRPHWKLQJ FDO
pseudonym: Jack London, | think, and puts out a bunch of kind of odd

things on the internet. And he made some PRA requests and whatnot.

And | had some conversations with him and he was relatively

straightforward in the early days, before he had decided that | was evil,

about [unintelligible 12601] that he was trying to collect and do.

+HTV DQ LQWHUHVWLQJ I|-HH® &&Zhe EEMVWax-GustaiQ N KH TV
DQG HYHQ EHIRUH WKLV OHWfatdgetvhdr&orvvHehQ KLP XV FE
but in, like, one of his AMFED things. The Federalist Society of course,

you probably know from law school, is a conservative group.

Personally.

The AMFED is | think something he just made up, but | think he uses

WKDW WHUP EHFDXVH KHYV-i2wRdhvhsBliaE& QVHUYDW L
FRQVHUYDWLYH FRPPHQWDWRU , GRQTW NQRZ LI K
ZKHUH KLV V\PSDWKLHV VHHRXINRQRIZH KEHXMD V QRW TW

AQG LW VRXQGY OLNH WKH RQO\ SODFH ZKHUH \RX F
where the name Max-Gustaf was used publicly was the maybe the state
bar.

Yeah, if you look me up on the state bar, it used to say Max-Gustaf;

now it says Max-Gustaf or Max, depending on which one you pull up.

But before | changed that, which was when this was all going down, if

you had, you know, typed an attorney search, it would say Max-Gustaf

Huntsman. And so my- | have no basis to know this, but my guess is

WKDW $GDP /RZH GLG WKDW SXOOHG XS P\ QDPH V
LQWHUHVWLQJ ,1G EHWWHU ORRN LQWR WKLV ¢ DQ
\RX NQRZ ,YYH GRQH.WIdtjledD Ras, WeK Witg® the

hell did he come to this? Is there some guy named Max-Gustaf Edler or
Max-*XVWDI +XQWVPDQ RU VRPHWKLQJ ZKRfV D +ROR
GLGQMW ILQG DQ\WKLQJ %XW , WKLQN $GDP /RZH K
hands and | think he probably found some Holocaust denier database

that is kept by somebody and found some name on it that is close

HQRXJK WKDW KH GHFLGHG WKDW¢Y{V PH

And you say he used your name in the past. Where do you recall him
using your name?
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Either in email communication or maybe in some posting on the
$0)(" EXW , GRQfW UHFDOO SUHFLVHO\ ZKHUH , VDZ
down.

6R ZRXOG \RX vD\ WKDW LI , ORRN DW KLV VLWH Wil
that, like more referencestR \RX LQ KLV VLWH WKDW WKHUHT\

1RW PXFK 7KHUHYV D ORW RI ZHLUG VWXII RQ KLV
gone. He mentioned me on the site once or twice | think, but not in any
greatdetailand I- +H PLJKW Y H-GuEtdf Ge®eDfXW KH PLIJKWTTYH
DOVR GRQH LW LQ RQH RI WKRVH HPDLOV KH VHQW
is, when the sheriff used Max-*XVWDI , ZDV OLNH pn:RDK WKDW
DQG WKHQ , WKRXJKW u+P ,JIWHH WHHHD WWKIDW B H RRAU
/IRZHY EHF D X\aHsom&jibtdd&lhad used it in passing. But this

letter that you see recently where he uses it repeatedly, as Edler in

parentheses and then calls me Max-Gustolf, or whatever he does,

VSHOOV LW D GLIIHUHQW zZD\ WKDWfV WKH ILUVW V

2K QR afiRy dkay, yeah.

<HDK WKDWY{V WKH ILUVW WLPH KHfV OLNH UHDOC(
I YH VHHQ 6R WKDW NLQG RI PDNHV PH WKLQN , ZD
about where the sheriff got this from, butl GRQIW NQRZ

And to your knowledge, do you have anysHQVH RI ZKHWKHU KHYV W
to you on KFI more than just the information that you provided in terms
of that radio call?

The sheriff talking about me on KFI?
Uh-huh.

Oh yeah. Oh no, | gave you just a little tiny bit having to do with this

issue. The sheriff talks about me all the time on any media outlet he

can: FOX, Hannity, the.. he does an Instagram, does video sometimes,

KLV )DFHERRN YLGHRV DQG KH UHJXODUO\ WDONYV
ZD\VY ODQ\ PDQ\ WLPHVYe&* HU WKH SDVW

And is he referring to you as Max-Gustaf in those talks?

, GRQITW NQRZ WKDW KH GR Htkish&ppEried/ Wé- thr¥ HV  : KH (
was a brief time where he seemed to use Max-Gustaf more often, but |

think he lost it, his attention wavered a bit and so. Usually in
FRUUHVSRQGHQFH KHYG FDOO PH OD[ +XtQWVPDQ DC
WKLYV XQWLO KH GLG WKDW D FRXSOH RI WLPHV DQ
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to Max Huntsman, with a few exceptions here and there. But in general

he doesnotcaOO PH OD[ +H GRHVQIYW OLNH- HYHU\ WLP
*XVWDI DQG \RX NQRZ PDNH D ELJ GHDO RXW RI LV
8VXDOO\ KH FDOOV PH OD[ +XQWVPDQ puFDXVH WKDW
WKDWYTV ZKDW SHRSOH NQRZ*XVWHBIWQRERGDER IWRLQ
WR NQRZ ZKR LW LV %XW QRZ DQG DJDLQ KHYV GR
all.

Herrera: When he got the scrutiny after the editorial, the comments to the
Editorial Board, did he go back to using Max Huntsman?

Huntsman: +H KDV EXW , GLGQfW JHW WKH LPSUHVVLRQ KH GL
VRPHWKLQJ EXW , GRQYW NQRZ <HV OLus¢d LQ OHW
Max Huntsman, but they never really went away from it. Like | say, he
always threw the Max-Gustaf in once or twice, and from that | drew- He
knows darn well my name is Max Huntsman. He uses Max Huntsman in
formal letters and so he knows. Whenever he uses Max-*XVWDI LWY{V DQ
LOQOWHQWLRQDO WKLQJ WKDW. LlHke fsdy,G rekgdp JotW R PDNH
WKH LPSUHVVLRQ WKDW LW zZDV D KDELW , GRQTW
Max-Gustaf all the time. I think he did it in a couple of targeted
instances. But yeah, no, he did Q-fW¥en he got the heat about the
+RORFDXVW WKLQJ KH GLGQTW WHervthe Dm@skRW WR VD
Editorial Board was talking to him, in which he said he had two sources,
DQG KH ZRXOGQMTW VD\ ZKR WKH\ ZkhucHafterH GLGQTW
WKDW WKDW ,fP DZDUH RI +H PD\ KDYH EXW , GLG

Herrera: ,V WKHUH DQ\WKLQJ HOVH , VKRXOG NQRZ" $Q\WKLC
KDYHQIW DVNHG \RX DERXW" , NQRZ ,fYH WDNHQ D
appreciate you being so available.

Huntsman: | appreciate you asking DOO WKH TXHVWLRQV ,fP VXUH , FRX
PRUH WKLQJV WR VD\ EXW , GRQTW NQRZ WKDW WK
DQG WKH\TG WDNH XS HYHQ PRUHfRH\RXQGWRIPEBDV®
things out wellenougK , WKLQN \RX JHW WKH JLVW RI LW D(
you have any additional questions in the future.

Herrera: Thankyou VR PXFK , UHDOO\ DSSUHFLDWH LW DQG WR
any other articles or any other thing that you think | should be aware of,
\RXJUH F HbW han@weltome to email it to me and send it to me.
| obviously will be doing my own scouring of the internet to make sure
WKDW ,fYH FDXJKW DQ\ W\SH RiefertalsHddtHBtF HV RU DQ
you know, certainly with, iNH ITRU H[DPSOH WKH .), \RX NQRZ
SUREDEO\ OLPLWHG LQ EHLQJ DEOH WR NQRZ KRZ P
\RX HFDXVH , GRQTW NQRZ WKDW WKH\fUH UHDOO\ |
WKHUHTVY DQ\ RWKHU LQVWDQFHYV RI WKDW RU DQ\W
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awaUH RI ,1G EH JUDWHIXO LI \RX ZRXOG OHW PH NQ
end we will make sure that we try to do our best to make sure we

FDSWXUH DQ\ RWKHU UHIHUHQFHV VR WKDW ZHYUH
ZKHUH KHYVY PDGH WKRVH VDPH NLQG RI UHIHUHQFH

And if it comes up again, | mean, if he starts doing it again or
something, | will certainly let you know.

*UHDW 2K DQG , GLG IRUJHW P\ SDUW RI WKH DGP
not tolerated at the county. It is against, obviously, county, state and

IHGHUDO ODZzZ ,I| \R Xa vidtiinf @talftion\iR 20§ Wy, |

want you to let me know and | would escalate it to the proper person.

ILNHZLVH ZH DVN WKDW \RX GRQfW UHWDOLDWH D.
participating in this investigation. All allegations of retaliation are taken

YHU\ VHUB& XVO\

Let me extend to that. Esther and | have talked, about her concerns.

She wanted me to be a representative for her when she thought she

was going to be interviewed by the Sh H U LDéf§avtment. 6 R , TP JODG

that you are doing it and not them. | would very much like to protect her

from retaliation. Me? | get retaliated by the sheriff every chance he gets

DQG KH ZRXOG GR WKDW LQGHSHQGHQW RI WKLV 6
DJDLQVW PH IRU WKLV KHfYV UHWDOLDW30QJ DJDLQV
, TP QRW WRR ZRUULHG DERXW WKDW +HYV JRLQJ W
QRERG\ FDQ VWRS LW %XW (VWKHU /LP VKHfV LQ L
know. Soifyouever ILQG \RXUVHOI LQ D VLWXDWLRQ ZKHU't
VRPH UHWDOLDWLRQ D JbanyQivgVN caéHdto&uBnitvik HU H § V
please let me know. Because like you say, the County is supposed to

VWRS SHRSOH IURP EHLQJ UHWDOLDWHG DJDLQVW I
vulnerable than | am.

Alright. And, you know, this type of work only works to deal with these
types of investigations if you make people- you know, if you protect
them and make every effort to maintain the confidentiality and so | am
very mindful of that and will, you know, make every effort to.

$QG REYLR X Vtoe\firsy per€R Wu should call because that
would be breaking confidentiality.

KLFK , ZRXOGQTW GR

But if in the course of finding something out you learned there is a

SUREOHP DQG WKHUHTV DQ\WKLQJ WKW VRPHERG\
General can do to help about it, then tell the appropriate parties p+H\

you know, Huntsman would jump at the chance to be helpful in this
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UHJDUG § , KDYH LQIRUPDQWY ZKR KDYH KDG UHWD
sheriff and | have done things using my official powers to try to put him

onnotice WKDW ZHJUH ZDWFKLQJ DQG GRQH WKLQJV W
LQIRUPDQWY P\VHOI 6R , GRQTW NQRZméKDW WKHU
DOO WKH WKLQJY KH FDQ GR KH GRHV IURP D GLVW
anyway, but,andhH SUREDEO\ FDQMTW JHW XQGHU WKH VNL
WKDW KH GRHV WR KLV RZQ HPSOR\HHV EXW DQ\Z
FRQFHUQ IRU PH WKDQ P\ RZQ SHUVRQDO UHWDOLD
NQRZ KHYV JRLQJ WR XQORDG RQ PH LQrtdhiyHU\ ZD\ ¥
KH JHWV DQG LWV LQGHSHQGHQW RI WKLV ,WITV Q
UHWDOLDWLRQ %XW KHU \RX NQRZ VKHfV D OLWW
SURFHVV FRXOG TXLFNO\ RQWR KLV UDGDU DQG WK
mention it in case you find yourself consulting with County Counsel in

an opportunity to suggest something, feel free. Just be aware that |

would love to help if | could.

Herrera: Thank you so much for that information and | appreciate it. You have a
JUHDW UHVW RI \R Xt g&df'ithe, géord & B:38IPM. Have a
good day. Thank you.

Huntsman: Okay. Bye bye.

Herrera: Take care.
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3/28/2025
Mercedes Cruz

SH-AD-32 (313)
COUNT OF LOS ANGELES

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

"A Tradition of Service Since 1850"

DATE: October 17, 2023
FILE NO: IV 2558101

OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE
FROM: SERGIQ V. ESCOBEDO T®: COUNTY .E@UITY
ACTING COMMANDER OVERSIGHT PANEL
PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

DIVISION

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE MANUAL OF POLICY AND PROCEDURES VIOLATIONS

The following Manual of Policy and Procedures violations relate to the
allegations in this case, regarding Alex Villanueva, Former Sherif:

3-01/121.10 Policy of Equality — Discrimination (Based on Gender and
Ethnicity}

Disposition:

X _Charge founded
Charge unresolved
Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated

3—1/121.15 Policy of Equality - Sexual Harassment

Disposition:

Charge founded
Charge unresolved
X Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated

3-01/121.20 Policy of Equality - Discriminatory Harassment (Based on
Gender and Ethnicity)

Disposition:

X__Charge founded
Charge unresolved
Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated

64



Cafage22:-24-049 49 D/SNVANG I D ocDoenmnentFLes-06/ 1814l 03&RYZA. of Rdge Fa@eflB5891
Page ID #:6327

=2 September 19, 2023

3-01/121.25 Policy of Equality- Third Person Harassment (Based on
Gender and Ethnicity)

Disposition:
X __Charge founded
Charge unresolved
Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated

3-01/121.30 Policy of Equality - Inappropriate Conduct Toward Others
(Based on Gender and Ethnicity)

Disposition:

X __Charge Funded
Charge unresolved
Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated

i

3-01/121.35 Policy of Equality — Retaliation (Based on Gender and
Ethnicity)

Disposition:

X__ Charge founded
Charge unresolved
Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated

1]

Discipline Assessment - Alex Villanueva,

Review of Applicable "Guidelines for Discipline' Section:

The Departmental uGuidelines for Discipline” (revised August 1, 2020)
includes the Policy of Equality, and lists the following analogous miconduct
with the associated disciplinary penalties:

STANDARD
T R s DISCIPLINE
3—1/121.10 Policy of Equality - Five (5) Days to Discharge

Discrimination (Based on Gender
and Ethnicity)
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3—1/121.15 Policy of Equality - Five (5) Days to Discharge
Sexual Harassment
3-01/121.20 Policy of Equality — Five (5) Days to Discharge

Discriminator Harassment
(Based on Gender and Ethnicity)

3—-1/121.25 Policy of Equality - Writen Reprimand to Discharge
Third Person Harassment (Based
on Gender and Ethnicity)

3—1/121.30 Policy of Equality - Written Reprimand to Discharge
Inappropriate Conduct Toward
Others (Based on National Origin
and Ethnicity)

3—1/121.35 Policy of Equality - Five (5) Days to Discharge
Retaliation (Based on Gender
and Ethnicity)

Determination of Discipline:

Based upon the atached assessment of mitigating and aggravating factors,
the following discipline has been determined to be appropriate. This
discipline is subject to revision upon receipt of the Subject's response or
grievance.

Discharge
Reduction in Rank
Removal from Bonus Position
Suspension with loss of pay and benefits for __ days with /
without the option of EBO
Written Reprimand
No Discipline

X __ Panel Recommends "Do Not Rehire" notation at top of file

SVEWB:wb
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3/28/2025
Mercedes Cruz

SH-AD-32 (313)
COUNT OF LOS ANGELES

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

"A Tradition of Service Since 1850"

DATE: October 17, 2023
FILE NO: IV 2558101

OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE
FROM: SERGIQ V. ESCOBEDO T®: COUNTY .E@UITY
ACTING COMMANDER OVERSIGHT PANEL
PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

DIVISION

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE MANUAL OF POLICY AND PROCEDURES VIOLATIONS

The following Manual of Policy and Procedures violations relate to the
allegations in this case, regarding Alex Villanueva, Former Sherif:

3-01/121.10 Policy of Equality — Discrimination (Based on Gender and
Ethnicity}

Disposition:

X _Charge founded
Charge unresolved
Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated

3—1/121.15 Policy of Equality - Sexual Harassment

Disposition:

Charge founded
Charge unresolved
X Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated

3-01/121.20 Policy of Equality - Discriminatory Harassment (Based on
Gender and Ethnicity)

Disposition:

X__Charge founded
Charge unresolved
Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated
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3-01/121.25 Policy of Equality- Third Person Harassment (Based on
Gender and Ethnicity)

Disposition:
X __Charge founded
Charge unresolved
Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated

3-01/121.30 Policy of Equality - Inappropriate Conduct Toward Others
(Based on Gender and Ethnicity)

Disposition:

X __Charge Funded
Charge unresolved
Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated

i

3-01/121.35 Policy of Equality — Retaliation (Based on Gender and
Ethnicity)

Disposition:

X__ Charge founded
Charge unresolved
Charge unfounded
Charge exonerated

1]

Discipline Assessment - Alex Villanueva,

Review of Applicable "Guidelines for Discipline' Section:

The Departmental uGuidelines for Discipline” (revised August 1, 2020)
includes the Policy of Equality, and lists the following analogous miconduct
with the associated disciplinary penalties:

STANDARD
T R s DISCIPLINE
3—1/121.10 Policy of Equality - Five (5) Days to Discharge

Discrimination (Based on Gender
and Ethnicity)
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-3- September 19, 2023
3—1/121.15 Policy of Equality - Five (5) Days to Discharge
Sexual Harassment
3-01/121.20 Policy of Equality — Five (5) Days to Discharge

Discriminator Harassment
(Based on Gender and Ethnicity)

3—-1/121.25 Policy of Equality - Writen Reprimand to Discharge
Third Person Harassment (Based
on Gender and Ethnicity)

3—1/121.30 Policy of Equality - Written Reprimand to Discharge
Inappropriate Conduct Toward
Others (Based on National Origin
and Ethnicity)

3—1/121.35 Policy of Equality - Five (5) Days to Discharge
Retaliation (Based on Gender
and Ethnicity)

Determination of Discipline:

Based upon the atached assessment of mitigating and aggravating factors,
the following discipline has been determined to be appropriate. This
discipline is subject to revision upon receipt of the Subject's response or
grievance.

Discharge
Reduction in Rank
Removal from Bonus Position
Suspension with loss of pay and benefits for __ days with /
without the option of EBO
Written Reprimand
No Discipline

X __ Panel Recommends "Do Not Rehire" notation at top of file

SVEWB:wb
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ANN DEVANE
March 06, 2025
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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT

CENTRAL DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A, WESTERN DI VI SI ON

ALEX VI LLANUEVA,
Pl ai nti ff,
VS.

COUNTY OF LOCS ANGELES, COUNTY
OF LOS ANGELES SHERI FF' S
DEPARTMENT, LGOS ANGELES COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS, COUNTY
EQUI TY OVERSI GHT PANEL, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY COFFI CE OF

| NSPECTOR GENERAL, CONSTANCE
KOMOROSKI , MERCEDES CRUZ,
ROBERTA YANG LAURA LECRI VAI N,
SERG O V. ESCOBEDO, RON
KOPPERUD, ROBERT G. LUNA,

MAX- GUSTAF HUNTSMAN, ESTHER
LIM and DOES 1 to 100,

i ncl usi ve,

Def endant s.

N N N N e N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Case No.
2: 24-cv-04979 SVW
(ICX)

REMOTE DEPGCSI TI ON OF

ANN DEVANE

Thur sday, March 6, 2025

St enogr aphi cally Reported By:
Vesna Walter, CSR, RPR, CCRR
CSR No. 11989
Job No. 6895
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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT

CENTRAL DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A, WESTERN DI VI SI ON

ALEX VI LLANUEVA,
Pl aintiff,
VS.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, COUNTY
OF LGS ANGELES SHERI FF' S
DEPARTMENT, LGOS ANGELES COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS, COUNTY
EQUI TY OVERSI GHT PANEL, LGOS
ANGELES COUNTY OFFI CE OF

| NSPECTOR GENERAL, CONSTANCE
KOMOROSKI , MERCEDES CRUZ,
ROBERTA YANG, LAURA LECRI VAI N,
SERG O V. ESCOBEDO, RON
KOPPERUD, ROBERT G LUNA,

MAX- GUSTAF HUNTSMAN, ESTHER
LIM and DOES 1 to 100,

i ncl usi ve,

Def endant s.

Deposi tion of ANN DEVANE,
Plaintiff, with all parties appearing renotely, beginning
at 10:05 a.m and ending at 3:24 p.m Pacific time, on

Thur sday, March 6, 2025, before VESNA WALTER, Certified

Short hand Reporter No. 11989.

N N N N e N e N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Case No.
2: 24-cv-04979 SVW
(JICx)

t aken on behal f of

Express Deposition Services - Scheduling@expressdeposition.com
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APPEARANCES (All parties appearing renotely)

For the Plaintiff:

SHEGERI AN & ASSOCI ATES, | NC.
By: ALEX D BONA

NEI L NABAVI
Attorneys at Law
11520 San Vi cent e Boul evard
Los Angeles, California 90049
(310) 860-0770
Adi bona@hegeri anl aw. com

For t he Def endants:

© 00 N o o ~ w N P

M LLER BARONDESS, LLP
By: JASON H TOKCRO
STEVEN W LLI AMSON

Attorneys at Law

11 2121 Avenue of the Stars
Suite 2600

12 Los Angeles, California 90067
(310) 552-4400

13 Jt okoro@n | | er bar ondess. com

[N
o

14 ALSO PRESENT:
15 ALEX VI LLANUEVA
16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1 I NDEX
2 W TNESS
3 ANN DEVANE
4 Exam nati on by: Page
5 MR, Di BONA 6
6 MR, TOKORO 181
7
8
9 EXHI BI TS
10 Exhi bi t Descri ption Page
11 Exhi bit 1 Depositi on notice 12
12 Exhi bit 2 Cl SU Assessnent Form COLA 2399 41
to 2401
13
Exhi bit 3 Cl SU Assessnent Form COLA 2402 47
14 to 2404
15 Exhi bit 4 I nt ake Assessnent Form COLA 49
2417 to 2426
16
Exhi bit 5 I nt ake Assessnment Form COLA 51
17 2409 to 2416
18 Exhi bit 6 3/ 8/ 22 correspondence, COLA 2405 53
to 2408
19
Exhi bit 7 1/ 4/ 22 correspondence, COLA 2427 58
20
Exhi bit 8 1/ 4/ 23 correspondence, COLA 2428 60
21
Exhi bit 9 5/ 18/ 23 correspondence, COLA 62
22 2388 to 2398
23 Exhi bit 10 5/ 19/ 23 correspondence, COLA 75
2376 TO 2383
24
Exhi bit 11 Erail chain, 2373 to 2374 80
25
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1 EXHI BI TS (Continued)
2 Exhi bi Descri ption Page
3 Exhi bit 12 9/ 26/ 23 email, COLA 2375 85
4 Exhi bit 13 I nvestigator's Log, COLA 2429 to 88

2431
5
Exhi bit 14 I nvestigator's Log, COLA 2432 to 101
6 2434
7 Exhibit 15 10/ 2/ 23 emai |, COLA 2387 119
8 Exhibit 16 Emai | chain, COLA 2384 to 2386 120
9 Exhi bit 17 | nvestigative report, CCLA 2120 128
to 2199
10
Exhi bit 18 | nvestigative report, COLA 2035 154
11 to 2119
12
13
W TNESS | NSTRUCTED NOT TO ANSVEER

14

Page Li ne
15

143 2
16 172 19
17
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19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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conduct towards other enployees.

Q And how did you get the assignnent to be on
the -- to be doing investigations on the -- related to
the policy of equality? Excuse ne.

A The lieutenant who was doing that prior to ne
transferred to another location. So when that position
came open, | was put in that position.

Q And do you know who put you in that position?

A | believe that at the time that he was captain,
Ron Kopperud -- and that's spelled K-o0-p-p-e-r-u-d -- and
Conmander Sergi o Escobedo and Chief Laura Lecrivain.

Q And did you have to interviewto be on the
policy of equality -- to be a policy-of-equality
I nvestigator or was that -- assignment was given to you?

A | did not have to interview.

Q VWhat did you consider to be your prinary job
responsibility with respect to being a policy-of-equality
I nvestigator?

A | had to nonitor a team of six sergeants who
were the investigators, and | reviewed all of their cases
once they conpleted them

Q And were you reviewi ng the cases to ensure that
they -- sorry. Let ne ask it this way. As an internal
affairs investigator focusing on policy-of-equality

cases, are you famliar with any best practices in howto

Express Deposition Services - Scheduling@expressdeposition.com
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conduct such investigation?

A | don't understand your question.

Q It's fair. [I'll rephrase it.

But do you understand what | mean by "best
practices"?

A Not in the respect of investigations.

Q All right. Are there specific procedures that
you believe should be followed in every investigation as
an internal affairs investigator with policy of equality?

A There are set procedures for the investigators,
but it's not -- it's not, like, a handwitten docunent.

Q And what are those set procedures?

A To conduct their investigations, to do fair and
i mpartial investigations, to docunment what was said
during the investigations, to transcribe the interviews
and put the casebook together in a specific order once
the investigation is conplete.

Q Being fair and inpartial, would that be another
way of saying it's inportant the investigators be free of
bi as?

A Yes.

Q And when you say to docunent, does that nean the
steps of the investigation should be witten down or
menori al i zed?

A Yes.
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Q To transcribe the interviews, does that nean
there needs to be a video or audio recording of the
actual interviews they conduct thenselves?

A Yes. They are recorded audi bly and then
transcribed after the interview are conpl et ed.

Q And putting the casebook in a specific order,
are you able to say what the order is?

A Yes. There's -- there is a witten guideline
for that. It's -- there's alot init, actually.

Cbvi ously, the cover page, the table of contents, the
personnel investigation form the witness interview and
their transcripts, the summary, and then an audi o/ vi deo
page and then any m scel | aneous docunents that they need
to add in there.

Q And woul d you agree with me, as a general
matter, internal affairs investigators on
policy-of-equality cases, as a general nmatter, try to
interview all relevant w tnesses?

A Yes.

Q And woul d you agree with nme that as a genera
matter, that internal affairs investigators in policy-of-
equality cases -- if a wtness gives them supporting
evi dence, they should try to seek out that supporting
evi dence?

A | don't understand correctly. Are you talking
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was from February 2016 until July of 2017.

Q And what does a lieutenant in court services do?

A | was an area lieutenant. So | was in charge of
| believe it was eight different courts, and | would go
to the courts. And | would al so handl e adm nistrative
paperwork simlar to what |'mdoing nowif it was a
use-of -force investigation or an enployee injury. And
then if there was any problens with any of the enpl oyees
or the inmates who were going to court, | would handle
those situations.

Q And prior to that, were you -- was that the
first assignment you had when you were pronoted to
| i eut enant ?

A That's correct.

Q And at any point in your career within the
sheriff's departnent, did you ever work with Al ex
Villanueva prior to himbecomng the elected sheriff?

A Yes, | did.

Q And when was that, if you have an estimte of
what years?

A There was a short tinme when | was assigned to
CRDF, which is the Century Regional Detention Facility,
and that was when | was a sergeant, and | believe that
was in 2012, and it was only for maybe a six-nonth

period. And then | transferred to Tenple station. And
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then when | was a lieutenant at Pico Rivera station in
July of 2017 until he retired was when | worked with Al ex
Vi | | anueva.

Q And so just to be clear, for CRDF in 2012, did
you work with Alex Villanueva then?

A Yes. | was a sergeant and he was a |ieutenant;
so we did interact.

Q And did you have -- excuse nme. Did you have any
reporting relationship other than he was a higher rank?
Were you a direct report of his?

A Yes. |f he was ny watch commander of ny shift,
then | would have to report to himduring that shift.

Q And did you ever have any issues or concerns
with Sheriff Alex Villanueva in 2012 when you reported to
hi nf

A No.

Q In 2012, did Alex Villanueva ever say anything
in the workplace that you found to be inappropriate or
of f ensi ve?

A No.

Q Did you ever hear in 2012 Alex Villanueva make
any comments that you felt was offensive related to
sonmeone' s race?

A No.

Q And did you -- in 2012, did you ever hear Al ex
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1 Villanueva make a comment that you felt was of fensive
2 related to someone's gender?
3 A No.
4 Q In --
5 MR TOKORO. |I'mjust going to interpose an
6 objection to this line of questioning as it not being
7 relevant to any clainms or defenses in this case. But you
8 can proceed, Al ex.
9 BY MR Di BONA
10 Q In 2012, do you believe that Alex Villanueva, as

11 your commander officer, treated you any differently

12 because you're a wonan?

13 A No.

14 Q And do you feel that Alex Villanueva ever

15 treated you any differently based on your age in 2012?
16 A No.

17 Q VWhat were your prinmary job duties at CRDF?

18 A | was a sergeant and | was assigned to booking
19 front and reception, which is where the inmates first

20 come into the jail and get processed into the jail.

21 Q And you -- excuse nme. And howdid it cone --
22  sorry.

23 At sone point in tine, you left CRDF, is that
24 right?

25 A That's correct.
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itself. If you're just asking her to say what's on
t here, she can answer.
THE WTNESS: Well, the date of June 22nd, 2022,

Is the first entry that Lieutenant Carter nade, but that

1
2
3
4
5 doesn't necessarily nmean that that's the date that the
6 investigation started.

7 BY MR Di BONA:

8 Q That was going to be ny next question.

9 But ny question nowis: You see the date

10  June -- 6/27/2023 under date | AB investigation initiated;
11  correct?

12 MR TOKORO. (njection. Vague and anbi guous. |
13 may have m sheard you, but | think you said June 6 27,

14 2023.

15 THE WTNESS: ['msorry.

16 BY MR Di BONA

17 Q Just to avoid all the back-and-forth -- because
18 what | thought | said was the nunber 6, as in the sixth
19 rmonth. But to avoid all of this -- we don't have to read
20 anything back just so we have a clear record.

21 Do you see the date June 27th, 2023, as the date
22 the IAB investigation was initiated on this docunent?

23 MR. TOKORO. Same objection. Docunent speaks

24  for itself.

25 But you can answer.
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1 THE WTNESS: Yes. | do see that date on that
2 line, yes.

3 BY MR Di BONA:

4 Q All right. And do you see on the case sunmmary,
5 the first entry in this docunent is June 22nd, 2022? Do
6 you see that?

7 A Yes.

8 Q So can you explain to me how, if the first date
9 onthe entry is June 6 -- sorry -- June 22nd, 2022, how
10 can the investigation have been initiated June 27th,

11 2023 -- sorry -- June 27, 20237

12 A | don't know, because this formwas initiated by
13 Lieutenant Carter prior to me taking over as the policy-
14 of-equality team|ieutenant.

15 Q Are you famliar with a statute called POBAR?
16 A Yes.

17 Q And correct me if I'"'mwong. You' re aware,

18 working in | AB, that as a general natter, discipline has
19 to be given within one year of the date of the incident;
20 is that right?
21 MR TOKORO: (bjection. Calls for a |egal
22 conclusion. Also msstates the law, |acks foundation,
23 calls for speculation.
24 You can answer if you know.
25 THE WTNESS: Well, your question was a little
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1 Q | ' mgoing to send [Exhibit 14 on the screen
2 Do you see Exhibit 14 on the screen?
3 A Yes.
4 (Exhibit 14 was marked for identification.)
5 BY MR Di BONA
6 Q Exhibit 14/ is COLA 002432 to 2434.
7 And have you seen this document before?
8 A Yes.
9 Q And is this -- excuse me. Is this the
10 investigator's log with respect to the conplaint filed by
11  Esther Lim against Sheriff Alex Villanueva?
12 A Yes.
13 Q And you also -- you see the date here,
14 3/16/2022, is the date the departnent became aware of the
15 allegations?
16 A Yes.
17 Q And do you know how it was the department becane
18 aware of the allegations on around March 16, 2022?
19 A No.
20 Q And you see the date of June 27, 2023, is the
21 date the IAB investigation initiated?
22 A Yes. That's what's docunented there.
23 Q And you al so see the first date at the bottom
24  here is June 22nd, 20227
25 A Yes.
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Q And | understand you didn't draft this part.
But do you have any explanation for why the first date is
June 22nd, 2022, and the date the investigation is
purportedly initiated is June 27, 20237
MR. TOKORO: Lacks foundation.
THE WTNESS: No, | do not, because | did not
initiate this form
BY MR. D BONA
Q And just a simlar question, just so the record
Is clear. The entries with Lieutenant Carter, it's your
under st andi ng Li eutenant Carter would have been the one
wrote those entries; is that right?
A Yes.
Q And did you undertake any steps to ensure that
Li eutenant Carter's entries on this | og were accurate?
A No. | did not do any follow up regardi ng what
he stated and what he did.
Q And conversely, do you have any infornation that
any of his entries are inaccurate?
A | have no infornmation that they are inaccurate.
MR Di BONA: And just for the record, Alex
Villanueva has joined the deposition as well, obviously
remotely, but we'll just mark that.
BY MR D BONA

Q And, Lieutenant Devane, your first entry is
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July 5th, 2023. Do you see that here?

A Yes. That's correct.

Q And did you -- and the second entry is
August 17th, 2023. There's an entry, "reviewed Zoom
interview with Conplainant Lim"

You see that?

A Yes. That's right.

Q D d you take any steps with respect to the | AB
I nvestigation of Esther Lims conplaints against Alex
Villanueva between July 5th, 2023, and August 17, 2023?

A | was not doing the investigation, but | did not
do anything relating to the paperwork given to ne by
Sanders Roberts between those dates.

Q And had you done so, is it fair to say you would
have docunented it in the investigator's |og?

A Yes. That's correct.

Q Do you see here on Septenber 21, 2023, there's
an entry "Reviewed transcripts and conpared to the
sunmary witten by Sanders Roberts LLP and confirmed the
statements made by Conpl ai nant Limand w tnesses were all
documented in the summary"?

Did | read that correctly?
A Yes.
Q Have you -- does this refresh your recollection

that you saw a transcript for the interview of Kyla
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1 Coates?
2 A That does not recall nmy recollection. | don't
3 recall if there were transcripts for an interview --
4 Q And --
5 A -- for Kyla Coates.
6 Q So when you wite here that you confirned the
7 statenents made by Conpl ainant Limand w tnesses were all
8 docunented in the summary, just to break it down, how did
9 you confirmthe statements nmade by the w tnesses were all
10  docunented in the summary?
11 A | don't -- | don't recall. That could have been
12 atypo. But | don't recall if there were actual audible
13 interviews that were transcribed for w tnesses.
14 Q So just to be clear, you can't stand by the
15 statenent in this investigator's log that you confirned
16 the statements made by the witnesses were all docunented
17 in the summary?
18 MR TOKORO. (njection. Argunentative,
19 msstates her testinony, and is also msleading. You're
20 not showi ng her the full stacked case file, which as you
21 know, contains notes fromboth of those interviews.
22 You can answer the question if you understand
23 it.
24 Al so vague and anbi guous.
25 THE WTNESS: What | can state is | confirmed
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1 what was witten by -- if there was witnesses that were

2 transcribed or if it was witten in their summary, that

3 what was -- | just confirned what they had in their

4  sunmmary.

5 BY MR Di BONA

6 Q Just to be clear, when it says confirmed the

7 statenments nade by just the witnesses were all docunented
8 in the summary, you are -- is your testinony you checked
9 the sunmary against itself?

10 MR, TOKORO. (bjection. Vague and anbi guous.

11  Also msstates her testinony and, again, is msleading

12 given you're not show ng her the entire case file.

13 You can answer.

14 THE WTNESS: You know, | really -- | do not

15 recall if what -- | conpared wtness testinony and

16 summary -- | don't recall exactly what | nmeant in that

17 witten notation.

18 BY MR Di BONA

19 Q Wul d you agree with ne that in order to confirm
20  witness statenments are accurate in a sunmary, you'd need
21 to conpare the summary to sonet hing?
22 MR TOKORO. (bjection. Vague and ambi guous
23 and, again, msleading in that you' re not show ng her the
24  entire stacked case file, which includes the notes from
25 the interviews.
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background, Lieutenant Devane, when you join the
sheriff's departnent, do you take any type of oath?

A An oath of office?

Q Yes.

A Yes.

Q \What does that oath of office, broadly speaking,

entail? What are you taking an oath to do?

A My gosh, that was 24 years ago. | don't know
t he exact verbiage of what the oath is that -- when we're
sworn in.

Q VWWhat is your understanding of what the oath
requires you to do?

A To be -- tonot -- I"'mnot -- | have no idea
what the oath says.

Q Just to be clear, as a 24-year veteran of the
department and as a lieutenant in the sheriff's
department, you cannot recall anything about your oath of
office as you sit here today?

MR. TOKORO. That's not the question you asked
her and that's not the testinony that she gave, and it's
also irrelevant and argunentati ve.

BY MR Di BONA:
Q You may answer.
A | cannot recall the exact verbiage that's in the

oath of office.
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t hi nk we can concl ude.

"1l reserve all rights with respect to any
questions where there's an instruction not to answer, but
yeah, we're concluded for today.

THE REPORTER. M. Tokoro, do you need a copy of
the transcript?

MR TOKORO. Yes. As |'ve been telling the
other court reporters, the one that you're going to send
for the wtness, you can send that to our office, and
we'll get that over to her to do her errata and sign it.
And then we are -- our office will order one copy for our
of fice.

(Deposition concluded at 3:24 p.m)
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DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY
|, ANN DEVANE, hereby certify under penalty of
perjury under the laws of the State of California that

the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this day of , 2025, at

(Gty) (State)

ANN DEVANE
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1 I, the undersigned, a Certified Shorthand

2 Reporter of the State of California, do hereby certify:

3 That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
4 me at the tinme and date herein set forth; that any

5 W tnesses in the foregoing proceedings, prior to

6 testifying, were duly sworn; that a record of the

7 proceedi ngs was nmade by ne using nachi ne shorthand, which
8 was thereafter transcribed under ny direction; that the

9 foregoing transcript is a true record of the testinony

10 gi ven.

11 Further, that if the foregoing pertains to the
12 original transcript of a deposition in a federal case,

13 before conpl eti on of the proceedings, review of the

14 transcript [XX] was [ ] was not requested.

15
16 | further certify | amneither financially
17 interested in the action nor a relative or enployee of

18 any attorney or party to this action.

19 I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have this date subscribed
20 nmy nane.

21

22 Dat ed: March 17, 2025

23
24 Vesna \Wal ter

RPR, CCRR, CSR No. 11989
25

Express Deposition Services - Scheduling@expressdeposition.com
(888)286-4226


http://www.expressdeposition.com

Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC  Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25 Page 139 of 359
Page ID #:6366

EXHIBIT 25



Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC  Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25 Page 140 of 359
Page ID #:6367

Express Deposition Services

&S 5 EXPRESSNETWORK

1605 W. Olympic Blvd., Suite 800 Los Angeles, CA 90015

UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, WESTERN DIVISION

ALEX VILLANUEVA vs SHERIFFSDEPARTMENT

CHRISTINE DIAZ-HERRERA, ESQ
March 05, 2025

Cheryl L. Marquis CSR No. 6731, Job No. 6456



Cathy MacNeil Clark
Stamp


Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC  Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25 Page 141 of 359
Page ID #:6368

=

UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT

CENTRAL DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A, WESTERN DI VI SI ON

ALEX VI LLANUEVA, NO.

2:24- CV- 04979 SVW (JCx)
Plaintiff,

VS.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES,
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT,
LGOS ANGELES COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS,
COUNTY EQUI TY OVERSI GHT
PANEL, LOS ANGELES
COUNTY OFFI CE COF
11 | NSPECTOR CENERAL,
CONSTANCE KOVIOROSKI ,
12 MERCEDES CRUZ, ROBERTA
YANG, LAURA LECRI VAI N,
13 SERG O ESCOBEDO, RON
KOPPERUD, ROBERT G LUNA,
14 MAX- GUSTAF HUNTSMAN,
ESTHER LIM and DCES 1
15 to 100, i nclusive,
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16 Def endant s.
w7
18
Deposi ti on of CHRI STI NE DI AZ- HERRERA, ESQ , taken
+ on behalf of the Plaintiff renotely via Zoom
20 Vi deoconf erenci ng, commencing at 10:40 A .M on
o Wednesday, March 5, 2025 before Cheryl L. Mrquis,
2 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 6731.
23
24

25
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APPEARANCES:
For Pl aintiff:

1

2

3 SHECERI AN & ASSOCI ATES, | NC.
BY: ALEX D BONA

4 ARTHUR ADAM AN

Attorneys at Law

5 11520 San Vi cente Boul evard
Los Angel es, California 90049

6 (310) 860-0770
ADi Bona@shegeri anl aw. com

7

8

9

For Def endants:
M LLER BARONDESS, LLP
BY: JASON H TOKORO
10 Attorney at Law
2121 Avenue of the Stars
11 Suite 2600
Los Angel es, California 90067
12 jtokoro@n | | er barondess. com
Al so Present:
ALEX VI LLANUEVA
15
S. WLLI AVSON
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
I NDEX
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12
13
14
15
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25

THE W TNESS:

Christine D az-Herrera, Esq.

NO.
Exhi bi t

Exhi bi t

Exhi bi t
Exhi bi t
Exhi bi t
Exhi _bi t
Exhi bi t
Exhi bi t
Exhi bi t

© 00 N o 01 | W

EXAM NATI ON BY: PAGE
M. Di Bona 4
199
M. Tokoro 180
EXH BI' TS
DESCRI PTI ON PAGE

Plaintiff Alex Villanueva's

First Anended Notice of Taking
Deposition of Christina D az

Herrera: Request For Production

of Docunents 41

Los Angel es County Sheriff's
Departnent Internal Affairs
Bureau | nvestigati ve Report
July 28, 2021, Bates

COLA002120- 2199 53
E-mail, Bates COLA001868-1871 124
E-mail, Bates COLA001887-1889 136
E-mail, Bates COLA001890- 1893 141
E-mai |, Bates COLA001894-1898 144
E-mai |, Bates COLA001909-1914 146
E-mail, Bates COLA001915-1921 152

Los Angel es County Sheriff's

Departnent Internal Affairs

Bureau | nvestigati ve Report

March 5, 2022, Bates COLA002035-

2119 160
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VI A ZOOM VI DEOCCONFERENCI NG, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025
10:40 A M

-0-
THE REPORTER. Ms. Diaz-Herrera, |'mgoing to

1

2

3

4

5 place you under oath.
6 The w tness, CHRI STINE DI AZ- HERRERA, ESQ.,

7 was placed under oath by the Reporter

8 as foll ows:

9 THE REPORTER. Do you solemly state, under the
10 penalty of perjury, that the testinony you will give in
11 this matter wll be the truth, the whole truth, and

12 nothing but the truth?

13 MS. DI AZ HERRERA: | do.
14 THE REPORTER:  Thank you.
15 You may proceed.

16

17 EXAM NATI ON

18 BY MR Di BONA:

19 Q Thank you. Can you pl ease say and spell your

20 full name for the record?

21 A Christine Diaz-Herrera. First nanme is spelled
22 Ch-r-i-s-t-i-n-e, last nane is D-i-a-z hyphen

23 He-r-r-e-r-a.

24 Q Thank you. And do you go by Mss Diaz-Herrera?
25 A That woul d be fine.
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1 wth anyone else, at least initially, in the Ofice of
2 County Counsel ?
3 A No.
4 Q And what were the nanmes of the two individuals
5 in the Sheriff's Department that they gave you?
6 A To be honest, | know one was Piero, and | don't
7 know how to spell it because it's a -- and | forget what
8 Piero's last nane is. And then the other person |
9 forget his nane as well. I'msorry, this -- it was a
10  while back. [It's something with the name John in it.
11  To be honest, | have since forgotten, to be quite frank.
12 Q Is it John Carter?
13 A Yes, that's it.
14 Q And did you speak with -- sorry.
15 Do you have an understandi ng of what rank John
16 Carter has in the Sheriff's Department?
17 A If 1'mbeing honest, | did not have a very
18 nuanced understanding of his rank or, you know, where he
19 -- no.
20 Q D d you have an understandi ng that John Carter
21 was in the Internal Affairs Bureau?
22 A That, yes, | was aware of that, yes.
23 Q And what, if anything, did M. Carter tell you?
24 A M. Carter gave ne information about generally
25 how they conduct investigations, so for exanple, they
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1 always record, so he gave me information about |ike, you
2  know, when you -- when you conduct an investigation you
3 should have a recording of it. | think he would check

4 in every so often with an e-mail saying, you know, just
5 wanting an update of who had been interviewed or | think
6 that's their process for |ike keeping records of Iike,

7 you know, whose been interviewed, who has been contacted
8 that type of thing. So |I know that he woul d

9 occasionally e-mail me and just kind of check in and

10 say, oh, you know, kind of |ike an update, status

11  update, |ike who has been interviewed, what's the status
12 of where you are at.

13 Also he and | would e-mail along with Piero if
14 | was having any kind of issue with scheduling an

15 interview or getting a hold of someone.

16 So it was real basic, kind of support. It

17 wasn't very -- he wasn't telling me how to conduct nmny

18 investigation or what to do, but you know, giving nme

19 basic support. Because | was outside of the Sheriff's
20 Departnent, | really didn't have an understandi ng of,
21  you know, who were |ike the hierarchy or who | shoul d
22 contact or who was the right person to contact to
23 interview certain people.
24 Q By the way, is Edward -- is his |ast name
25  Montel ongo?
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1 A Yes.
2 Q Okay. And did you, at least initially in the
3 investigation, did you neet wth a wonman by the nane of
4  Ann Devane?
5 A Say that nane again
6 Q Ann Devane.
7 A It does not sound famliar to me, no.
8 Q Gt her than M. Carter telling you that your
9 interviews should be recorded, did he give you any other
10 instructions on how to conduct interviews?
11 A He gave me their adnonitions, so he gave nme
12 like a sheet. Because there is a particular process, in
13 terms of setting up an interview wth someone who is
14  sworn and so he gave me the admonitions. He also gave
15 nme kind of the notification that you would send out to
16 themprior to try to set up that interview So he did
17 give me that -- that information.
18 Q And anything other than giving you the
19 adnonitions and the saying that the interviews should be
20 recorded? D d he give you anything else on how he
21 conducted investigations or how you were expected to
22  conduct yoursel f?
23 A No. | do think at some point, they did give nme
24 -- | think they mght have given nme a reference to the
25 County policy about, you know, cooperation with
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Est her Lin®

A You have to forgive ne. This was three years
ago, so I'mtrying to recall. As far as | can recall,
that was it.

Q And did you yourself -- during the
I nvestigation, did you consider that you were an
I ndependent investigator?

A Yes.

Q In other words -- and you -- is it fair to say
in the process of doing the investigation, you believed
It was inportant that you not pre-judge the outcome, is
that fair to say?

A Yes.

Q And -- excuse ne.

Did you come to any conclusions with respect to
your investigation?

A Can you be nore clear what you nean by com ng
to a concl usion?

Q Yes, as an independent investigator, did you
make any determnations that Sheriff Villanueva viol ated

any County policy?

A Because | left before the actual report was
created, | did not nake any determ nations.

Q Do you have an understanding -- do you --
excuse nme.
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|f you had not |eft Sanders Roberts, were you
i ntending to make an actual conclusion about whether
there was a violation of policy?

A | didn't get the opportunity to interviewthe
Sheriff, so | can't say what findings, if any, | would
have made because | never got a chance to interview him
And | didn't get a chance to wite the report.

Q Ch, understood. And just to be clear, what you
are saying is -- | think | understand it -- you never
got a chance to nmake any findings, is that fair?

A R ght.

Q And |'msorry, ny question mght have been
unclear. | wll rephrase it.

My question was, were you planning, if you had
stayed, would your report have included a finding that
there was a violation of policy?

A | couldn't say.

Q Let me rephrase it another way.

\When you are an independent investigator, did
you consider it your job in the Sheriff Villanueva
I nvestigation to sinply lay out the facts and | eave it
to others to determ ne what conclusions to draw from
those facts, or were you planning to say here are the
facts and | conclude, based on these facts, X-Y or Z?

MR TOKORO (njection. Asked and answered.
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Q Ckay. And when it says -- do you have any
knowl edge of what it neans when it says,

“Incident Date: Between July 28, 2021, and March 2nd
2022"?

A No.

Q Do you have an understandi ng of what it neans
when it says, "Departnment Know edge: March 16, 2022"?

A No.

Q And do you know what it neans when it says,
"Statute Date: March 15, 2023"? Do you know what t hat
refers to?

A No. | would have to specul ate.

Q And |'mjust going to scroll down for a nonent
to -- this is page 7 of the docunent. It's COLA002126.
Do you recogni ze this document ?

MR TOKORO. Alex, can you zoomin? It's
really tiny on our end?

THE WTNESS: Let nme put ny glasses back on so
| don't -- | don't believe |I have seen this prior, no.
| don't recognize it.

Q BY MR DiBONA: And -- excuse ne. The Bates
stanp COLA002129, do you recognize this portion of the

docunent ?
A No, | -- on May 19, 2023, | did not work for
Sanders Roberts. | had already Ileft, which actually
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1 remnds nme, | think when we spoke earlier and | think I
2 gave you dates, | think I gave you the wong dates

3 because | actually in June of 2023 did not work at

4  Sanders Roberts. So | think I was off by a year in

5 terns of the timng of the investigation and when | was
6 doing ny work. So | apologize for that. But, yeah, in
7 2023, | no longer worked at Sanders Roberts, so I had

8 nothing to do with the creation of this docunent. This
9 doesn't even look like sonething that | started. This
10 looks like it has -- | didn't do anything -- this is not
11 ny docunent. | did not prepare this.

12 Q Do you see where it just says -- where it says,
13 from Sanders Roberts LLP?

14 A Correct.

15 Q And so is it fair to say you don't know who at
16  Sanders Roberts LLP wote this report?

17 A | have no idea.

18 Q And is it fair to say this docunent does not

19 reflect your work product?
20 MR TOKORO (bjection. Vague and anbi guous.
21  You also haven't shown her the entire docunent.
22 MR D BONA:  You may answer, Ms. Diaz-Herrera.
23 THE WTNESS: | couldn't say. | haven't seen
24  the docunent.
25 Q BY MR DIBONA: Al right. Do you -- separate
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Q And do you see here on nunber 5, lnvestigative
I nterview Sunmaries, do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Did you draft these interview summaries?

A Yes.

Q And so even though you didn't prepare this
docunent this interview summary is sonething that you
wote, is that right?

A Yes. | think so. Honestly. | wll take that
back. | can't see all of these, so | can't say for
certain. What | can see right there for Kyla Coates in
that first paragraph |looks famliar. But, again
wi t hout having seen all of it, | cannot -- | cannot
speak to all of it. | can speak to only the first two
paragraphs that | can see, and that |ooks |ike something
| wote.

Q Just to be clear, what you see on the screen
right nowwth regard to Kyla Coates, that's famliar
because that's something you wote, is that fair to say?

A Yes.

Q And did you record your interviewwth Kyla
Coat es?

A Yes.

Q How did you record it?

A | believe the interview was over M crosoft
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1 Teams and Mcrosoft Teams has |ike a button that you can
2 press that autonatically records.
3 Q And do you still have a copy of that recording?
4 A It should be with Sanders Roberts.
5 Q Gt her than recording it during Mcrosoft Teans,
6 didyou report it in any other way? Like did you nake a
7 separate recording?
8 A | don't recall.
9 Q And while you were interviewing Mss Coates, is
10 it fair to say you were taking notes?
11 A Yes.
12 Q And those notes, as far as you know, those
13 would still be with Sanders Roberts, is that fair?
14 A Correct.
15 Q And | think you have said this, sorry if you
16 did, your practice is not to do handwitten notes. It's
17 to actually type while you are doing the interviews, is
18 that fair?
19 A Yes.
20 Q So the notes that you woul d have taken, those
21  would be, you know, word processor of sone type, M5 Word
22 or sonething like that?
23 A Yes.
24 MR TOKORO Just so the record is clear, Al ex,
25 those notes have been provided to you, and it's a part
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A No.

Q And in the previous 15 years, had you ever
I nvestigated a County Sheriff of any kind?

A A County Sheriff, no.

Q By the way, as | get the next exhibit, I'm
going to ask you, there is a reference -- M. Villanueva
references two certified letters. D d you send those
letters -- sorry. D d you send the certified letters

that are referenced?

A | did not.

Q Do you know who di d?

A | do not know.

Q Sorry. It should conme through any nonent.
(Exhibit 5 was marked for identification
and is attached hereto.)

Al'l right. Do you see the docunment on your
screen?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. This is CO.LA001890 and it goes to 1893.
Do you recall receiving -- sorry, sending this
e-mail to fornmer Sheriff Alex Villanueva on February 9,
20237
A Yes.
Q And for the record, what does PCE stand for?
A Policy of Equity | believe, | think | was
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referencing the CPCE.

Q And there is a reference to which Policy of
Equity he's alleged to have violated, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And there is no reference to who was nmaking the
allegations, is that right?

A Yes.

Q And was there any reason why you didn't
reference either Esther Limor Max Huntsman in this
e-nmail ?

A He asked for the allegations and | gave themto
hi m

Q Understood. Did you consider -- in your
opi nion, woul d there have been anything inappropriate if
you said -- if you used the names of who was saying that
he violated the policies of equity?

A It's not typically my practice to include that
I nformati on when soneone is asking ne for the
al I egations.

Q And is there any reason it's part of your
practice?

A Again, | was asked for the allegations.

Provi ded them They are there.
Q Understood. M question was just a little bit

different. You said it was part of your practice, and |
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MR. D BONA:  You may answer.

THE WTNESS:. | never got a chance to interview
him so | don't know what he was thinking.

MR DIBONA: [|'mgoing to send Exhibit 8
t hrough the Chat.

(Exhibit 8 was marked for identification

and is attached hereto.)

Q BY MR DiBONA: Ckay, see if this one conmes up
any better. Do you see [Exhibit 8 on your screen?

A |"mjust looking at it fromthe Chat since |
couldn't read it either way, but if you would Iike for
me to look at it fromyour screen, | will.

Q | apol ogi ze --

A No, no that's fine, but | can read it. That's
fine as long as | can read it.

Q And Exhibit 8 is COLA001915, and it goes all
the way to 1921.

Do you recall receiving this e-mail from
Sheriff Villanueva or forner Sheriff Villanueva on or
about March 10th, 202372

A You know what, to be honest, | don't know
because that's -- actually, what day is that? March
10t h?

Q March 10th, 2023 is what the document says.

A That was actually, | believe, ny |ast day at
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Sanders Roberts, and based on the tine 6:54, it's likely
that | may not have seen it.

Q By the way, did you tell-- excuse ne.

Did you tell -- sorry, strike that.

D d you nmake arrangenents with anyone at
Sanders Roberts to forward your e-mails to themto take
over the investigation?

A (No response)

Q Sorry. It was an unclear question.

Do you know, one way or the other, if anyone at
Sanders Roberts forwarded your e-nmails to anyone at
Sanders Roberts who was doing the investigation after
you?

A | don't know what they did with nmy e-mails
after | left.

Q Al'l right. And so your testinmony is -- sorry.
Sorry to get so specific, but do you renenber what tine
-- was there a tine when you left Sanders Roberts on
March 10th, 2023?

A Probably about five o'cl ock.

Q So is it your testinmony that because this
e-mail is at 6:54 P.M, you would not have had access to
it?

A It's ny testinony that Friday, March 10th at

6.54 after | had already given notice, | was not

Express Deposition Services - Scheduling@expressdeposition.com
(888)286-4226


http://www.expressdeposition.com
Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight


Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC  Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25 Page 158 of 359
Page ID #:6385

DIAZ-HERRERA, ESQ, CHRISTINE Page 154

1 checking that e-mail.

2 Q Understood. And do you know -- do you have a

3 recollection, one way or another, if your access was cut
4  off or were you sinply not checking it?

5 A Again, | don't believe nmy access was cut off on
6 that day that quickly, but again, | -- given that |

7 believe ny first day at work at ny new job was March

8 13th, I"'mpretty sure | was not reading ny e-nmails from
9 Sanders Roberts on Friday at 6:54 P. M

10 Q Understood. And the reason you weren't reading
11 it is because you no |longer worked there, is that fair
12 to say?

13 A Yes.

14 Q No ot her reason other than that, is that fair?
15 A Correct.

16 Q Al'l right. And then just to be clear, is it

17 fair to say, then, the first time you are seeing this

18 e-mail is me showng it to you now?

19 A | believe so, yes.
20 Q And | believe -- just so I'mclear, you would
21  have never responded to this e-mail, is that fair?
22 A | don't recall seeing it. | believe this is
23 the first tine I'"'mseeing it. | did not respond to this
24  e-mail. | know that for a fact.
25 Q And you -- fair to say you don't know if anyone
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1 at Sanders Roberts responded to this e-nail, is that

2 fair?

3 A | don't know what they did with nmy e-mails

4 after | left.

5 Q All right. Just for the record, it says,

6 "You don't have a standard practice regarding

7 maki ng a subj ect out of someone you have no

8 jurisdiction over and engaging in sonething the

9 departnent has never done before. | would love to
10 hel p you, however, your terms are unethical and

11 unacceptable. | sinply asked you what the issue was
12 about. | don't need to know the specific questions
13 you are going to ask. Exanple, Captain So-in-so

14 al  eges that he was denied X position because he did
15 X-Y-Z."

16 Did | read that correctly?

17 A Sure.

18 Q As you sit here today, do you think there is

19 anything inappropriate about Sheriff Villanueva saying |
20 don't need to know the specific questions, | just want
21 to know so-in-so alleges X because of X-Y-Z?
22 MR TOKORO  (bjection. Vague and anbi guous as
23 to what you nean by "inappropriate.” Also |acks
24  foundation and calls for specul ation regardi ng what
25 Sheriff Villanueva was saying. And also irrel evant what
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Sheriff Villanueva felt about how the investigation was
bei ng conduct ed.
MR. D BONA:  You may answer.
THE WTNESS: | can't answer that question
Q BY MR DiBONA: Just to be clear, as you sit
here today, you don't have an opi nion, one way or
anot her, on whether this request is appropriate?
A | believe nmy request was very appropriate. |
believe that | gave himenough information to be

prepared for the interview, to know -- have a sense of

what was happening -- | mean to have a sense of what the
I nvestigation was about. | believe what | gave himwas
standard to what you would give a subject. | don't --

that's -- that's what | think.

Q My question was a little different, because you
said "I can't answer that question," so ny followp was
you don't -- is it fair to say, then, you don't have an
opi nion, one way or the other as you sit here today, on
this request from Sheriff Villanueva?

MR TOKORO (njection. Asked and answered
j ust now.

MR. D BONA:  You may answer.

THE WTNESS: | believe the information | gave
hi m was appropriate and responsive to his request.

Q BY MR DIBONA: M question is different.
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Because | know you haven't seen this request before, so
' masking you, are you able to now have an opinion, one
way or another, on whether it's appropriate or not?

MR, TOKORO Sane objections. Asked and
answered. And al so not relevant whether she has an
opi ni on now one way or the other.

THE WTNESS: | just can't answer that question
whether it's appropriate. | can tell you that | gave
himthe information that was request ed.

MR. DiBONA: W have been going a while. Wy
don't we take a break and cone back at 3:30.

MR TOKORO  kay.

(Recess taken from3:26 P.M to

3:37 P.M)

Q BY MR DIBONA: Ms. Diaz-Herrera, you
understand you are still under oath?

A O course.

Q And is there any reason you can't continue to
gi ve your best testinony?

A No.

Q Did you ever tell Sheriff Villanueva that you
were | eaving Sanders Roberts?

A | did not.

Q And therefore, you never told himl'mleaving,

contact this person for any questions you may have or
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anything like that, is that fair?

A That is fair.

Q So as far as you know, Sheriff Villanueva
woul dn't have any idea you were no | onger at Sanders
Roberts?

A No.

Q And as far as you are aware, Sheriff Villanueva
woul d have no idea that it still wasn't you conducting
the investigation, is that fair?

A | don't know what he knew.

Q |'"mgoing to mark and send [Exhibit 9.

Let me just ask you while |'mgetting
Exhibit 9, prior to Esther Lims conplaint, did you ever
have any dealings wth her?

Sorry, unclear question

Prior to you interview ng Esther Limin the
context of this investigation, did you ever have any
dealings with her?

MR TOKORO [|'mgoing to make the objection
that to the extent that you had any communications with
Mss Limin connection with any investigations that you
may have done, and | don't know if you did, | would
i nstruct you not to talk about those. But if you had
any discussions with her outside of that context, you

are free to answer.
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A No.
Q And nore broadly, have you ever given any
statenents to any nedi a organi zation about Sheriff Al ex

Vil | anueva?

A No.
Q And to your know edge, has any -- have you ever
been asked to -- has there ever been a request for

comment from any nenber of the nedia to you fromAlex --
In respect to Alex Villanueva?

A No.

Q The docunent it's COLA 002042 -- |'msorry or
43. It's this page. Do you recognize this docunent
before -- or sorry, have you seen this docunent -- this
page of the document before me showing it to you just
now?

A | believe it was -- | amnot famliar -- this
-- 1 didn't wite this report, so | amnot famliar with
it.

Q And to your know edge, have you seen this
docunent before ne showing it to you right now?

A | see it now W have read it earlier. |
think you are showing it to ne now | have not read it.
| amnot famliar with it.

Q Do you see here under Allegation 17?

A Yes.
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STATE OF CALI FORNI A)
COUNTY OF LOCS ANGELES )

I, CHERYL L. MARQUI S, hereby certify:

| ama duly qualified Certified Shorthand
Reporter in the State of California, holder of
Certificate Nunber CSR 6731 issued by the Court
Reporters Board of California, and which is in ful
force and effect; (Fed. R Gv. P. 28(a)).

| am aut horized to adm nister oaths or
affirmati ons pursuant to California Code of G vil
Procedure, Section 2093(b) and prior to being exani ned,
the witness was first duly sworn by nme. (Fed. R G v.
P. 28(a), 30(f)(1)).

| amnot a relative or enployee or attorney or
counsel of any of the parties nor am| a relative or
financially interested in this action. (Fed. R Cv. P.
28) .

| am the deposition officer that
stenographically recorded the testinony in the foregoing
deposition and the foregoing transcript is a true record

of the testinony given by the witness. (Fed R Cv. P
30(f)(1)).
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Before conpl etion of the deposition, review of
the transcript [X] was requested. |f requested, any
changes nade by the deponent and provided to the
reporter) during the review period allowed, are appended

hereto. (Fed. R Gv. P. 30(e)).

Dat ed: March 20, 2025
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1 UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT

2 CENTRAL DI STRI CT OF CALIFORNIA , WESTERN DI VI SI ON

3
4
ALEX VI LLANUEVA,
5
Plaintiff,
6
VS. Case No.:
7 2: 24-cv- 04979 SVW (JCX)

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, COUNTY COF LOs

8 ANGELES SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT, LGOS
ANGELES COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS,

9 COUNTY EQUI TY OVERSI GHT PANEL, LGOS
ANGELES COUNTY OFFI CE OF | NSPECTOR

10 GENERAL, CONSTANCE KOMOROSKI, MERCEDES
CRUZ, ROBERTA YANG LAURA LECRI VAI N,

11 SERG O V. ESCOBEDO, RON KOPPERUD, ROBERT
G LUNA, MAX GUSTAF HUNTSMAN, ESTHER

12 LIM and DCES 1 to 100, inclusive,

N N e e e e e e e e e e S e e S S e e

13 Def endant s.

14

15

16

17 Vi deoconf erence Deposition of

18 CONSTANCE MARI E KOMOROSKI, ESQ., taken on
19 behal f of Plaintiff, Renmote Via Zoom beginning
20 at 10:07 a.m, Thursday, February 27, 2025,
21 before G la Meyer, No. 4914, a Certified
22 Short hand Reporter.

23

24

25
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APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL:

For the Plaintiff:

1

2

3

4 ALEX Di BONA, ATTORNEY AT LAW
ANNA KHACHATRY, ATTORNEY AT LAW

5 SHEGERI AN & ASSOCI ATES, | NC.
11520 San Vi cente Boul evard

6 Los Angel es, California 90049
310. 860. 0770

7 adi bona@hegeri anl aw. com
akhachat ry@hegeri anl aw. com

8

9

For the Def endants:

JASON H. TOKORO, ATTORNEY AT LAW

10 STEVEN W LLI AMSON, ATTORNEY AT LAW
M LLER BARONDESS, LLP

11 2121 Avenue of the Stars
Suite 2600

12 Los Angeles, California 90067
jtokoro@n | | er bar ondess. com

13 swllianson@n || erbarondess. com

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1 | NDE X

2 WTNESS

3 CONSTANCE MARI E KOMOROSKI, ESQ

4

5 EXAM NATI ON BY: PAGE:

6 MR Di BONA 5, 155

7 MR TOKORO 141

8

9 EXHI BI TS

10 Plaintiff's ** PAGE:

11 Exhibit 1 Plaintiff Alex Villanueva's First Amended 18
Noti ce of Taki ng Deposition of Constance

12 Konor oski and Request for Production of
Docunent s

13

Exhibit 2 Docunent; Bates Nos. COLA 002035-2119 28
iz Exhi bit 3 Docunent; Bates Nos. COLA 002120-2199 79
16
17
18 | NSTRUCTI ON NOT TO ANSVEER
19 PAGE LI NE
20 137 14
21
22
23
24

25
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REMOTE VI A ZOOM THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025
10: 07 A M
-000-

(The oath was adm nistered to the

deponent, CONSTANCE MARI E KOMOROSKI ,

ESQ, as follows:)

THE DEPOSI TION OFFI CER Do you sol emly swear
that the testinony you wll give shall be the truth, the
whol e truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

M5. KOMOROSKI: | do.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR D BONA

Q Thank you. Can you please say and spell your
full name for the record, please.

A Yes. Constance, G o-n-s-t-a-n-c-e, mddle
initial M as in Mary, |ast nane Konoroski,
K-o-mo-r-o-s-k-i.

Q Thank you. Do you have a m ddl e nane?

A Mari e.

Q Gt her than Constance Marie Konoroski, have you
ever been known by any ot her names?

A Not | egally.

Q And have you ever had your deposition taken
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assigned to a briefing, the panelists will reviewthe
docunents, and, possibly, interviews, and exhibits that
are part of an investigation of that individual's

al | eged m sconduct.

BY MR D BONA:

Q At a certain point in tine, did you -- excuse
me -- were you involved on the CEOP in any type of
conpl ai nt agai nst forner Sheriff Alex Villanueva?

A | was assigned to a panel that was briefing two
I nvestigations that had been conpl eted regardi ng him as
a subj ect, yes.

Q And who was on that panel ?

A Based on ny review of the calendar, it would
have been nyself, Roberta Yang, and Mercedes Cruz.

Q | think you may have touched on this earlier,
but how was it that the three of you got on the panel
that reviewed the two investigations in to forner
Sheriff Alex Villanueva?

A That woul d have been the magic of the staff
collecting the availability of the panelists, and the
availability of the investigations, and departnent

representatives for a particular date.

Q | f you know, how | ong has Ms. Yang been on the
CEOP?
A | believe she started about six nonths to a
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BY MR D BONA:

Q So Ms. Komoroski, | know there was sone back
and forth. Let me just ask you is referring to soneone
by the nanme they were born as an exanple of a violation
of the County's policy and discrimnation against race
and national origin?

MR, TOKORO  Sane objection contrary to your
own al legations in your conplaint, also contrary to the
facts.

THE DEPONENT: In a vacuum no.

BY MR Di BONA:

Q And di d you ever see any evidence that Sheriff
Vil lanueva was listening in on Max Huntsman by a bug?

A | was not presented with anything other than
what's in this report.

Q And were you ever presented with any evidence
that Sheriff Villanueva sweeped or swept Max Huntsman's
emai | s?

A | was only presented with this report.

Q Understood. Just to be clear, in this report
It says, "Max Huntsman sai d he does not necessarily
believe that the sheriff's dirty tricks" --

In this report on the paragraph it says,

"M . Huntsman said he does not believe" -- sorry.

Stri ke that.
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conclusion you reached after reviewing this report that
Sheriff Villanueva's comment about Max Hunt sman being
Max @ustaf is a hol ocaust denier was harassment if you
knew that Max Huntsnman's father and grandfather were
menbers of the Nazi Party?

A No.

Q Do you see here the nane Veronica -- going
down, it's on page 2048, do you see the nane "Veronica
Pawl owski " ?

A | do.

Q Prior to receiving this report, did you have
any -- excuse ne -- did you have any communi cation with
Veroni ca Paw owski ?

A No.

Q Prior to receiving this report, did you know
who Ms. Pawl owski was in the context of working for the
County of Los Angel es?

A No.

Q Do you see here where there's a reference to
Sheriff Alex Villanueva's Facebook Live sessions?

A Yes.

Q And did you yourself ever review any of
Sheriff Villanueva's Facebook Live sessions?

A No.

Q And you see here there's a reference to the
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KFI radio talk show?

A Yes.

Q Did you yourself ever listen to any audio
recordi ng of the KFlI appearances?

A No.

Q Just to be particular, did you ever yourself,
whet her or not it was reporting, did you ever turn on
the radio and listen to Sheriff Alex Villanueva on KFI ?

A No.

Q And so is it fair to say that your
under st andi ng of what the Facebook Live sessions contain
come fromtheir description in this report; is that
right?

A Yes.

Q And your understanding of what was said on KFI
comes fromits descriptioninthis report, as well; is
that right?

A Yes.

Q And you see here, there was -- there's, just
for the record, | know you can see it, but there's a
mani | a envel ope with audios and transcripts sticker on
it. Do you see that?

A | do.

Q Did you actually go in and listen to any of the
audi os that were attached to this report?
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MR, TOKORO. Same objections.

THE DEPONENT: | believe there was a hol ocaust.
BY MR Di BONA:
Q Un- -- un- -- understood. But would you agree

wth me that denying it is a denial of history?
MR TOKORO. (bjection; again, irrelevant.
THE DEPONENT: | suppose.
BY MR D BONA:
Q So what about a denial of history has to do
with an individual's race or national origin?
MR, TOKORO. (bj ection; asked and answered
several times now. It also msstates her prior
testi nony about why they reached the recomendati on.
THE DEPONENT: The recommendation was not based
on historical accuracy by any party. It was based on
attributing hol ocaust denial to M. Huntsnan,
m sarticulation of his name, and denouncing it in a
questi oni ng manner, | suppose, on social nedia and
radi o.
BY MR Di BONA:
Q You believe that Sheriff Villanueva
m sarticul ated Max Huntsman's name?
A Yes. And that's what M. Huntsman says, |
shoul d say.

Q Just to be clear, do you see the sentence under
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M. Huntsman's nane, the first sentence says,
"M. Huntsman was born Max CGustaf Edler"?
| do.

So Max Qustaf was his first nane; correct?

> O >»

I''mreading the sane thing you are.

Q So howis Sheriff Villanueva referring to
Max Huntsman as the first name he was born under
m sarticulating his nane?

MR. TOKORO. (bjection; vague and anbi guous.
It's al so m sleading. Does not provide her with the
entire context of that testinmony under M. Huntsman's
name.
THE DEPONENT: According to the report,

M. Huntsman goes by Max Huntsman in the County and has
done so for many years.
BY MR D BONA:

Q And just to be clear, you believe that that's
the basis for saying his nane was msarticul ated?

A According to the report, that's what
M. Huntsman says.

Q And do you agree with that?

A | found it persuasive or | wouldn't have joined
t he panel in nmaking the recommendation that it was part
of the totality of the circunstances leading to a

reconmendat i on.
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on the totality of the circunstances; is that right?

A |'msorry. | didn't understand that.

Q | will rephrase. In reviewing the allegations,
when you, as a nmenber of the CEOP, are reviewing this
report in the transcript, you are trying to determne if
t hese allegations have support based on the totality of
the circunstances; would that be fair?

A That sounds correct.

Q You al so have an understandi ng that the County,
this policy against age discrimnation applies to
I ndi vidual s age 40 and over.

I's that your understandi ng?

A Yes.

Q And just to be clear, at the very bottom of
this page, you see where it says:

"The County will not tolerate unlaw ul
discrimnation on the basis of sex, race, color,
ancestry, religion, national origin, ethnicity, age 40

or over," and it goes on.
Did | read that correctly?

A That's what |'m reading.

Q So you understood in review ng these
allegations that for there to be a finding of a
viol ati on based on the County's policy against age

di scrimnation, the age reference would have to be to
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above.
BY MR D BONA:

Q Yes. So referring to sonmeone as young doesn't
reference a protected class; is that right?

MR. TOKORO. Sane objection; msstates the
record. 1Is also potentially calling for a |egal
concl usi on.

THE DEPONENT: | don't have anything to add to
ny prior response.

BY MR Di BONA:

Q Let me rephrase it slightly. Under the
Los Angel es County's policies against discrimnation,
there's no protected class young, is there?

MR. TOKORO. (bjection; vague and anbi guous,
and al so may | ack foundation, and calls for specul ation
regarding the County's policies across the board.

THE DEPONENT: | would say that to the extent
the word "young" is used to reflect someone under 40, it
may not fall into the category that's articulated as a
protected class under the policy for age.

BY MR D BONA
Q And do you have an understandi ng of what the
t erm woke nmeans?
A | do not, except that it is a young -- may have

to do with consci ousness.
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Q And so do you have any reason to believe woke
20-sonmet hings that work at the alter of wokeness has
anything to do with an individual's race or national
origin?

MR TOKORO. (bjection. Question is vague and
anbi guous and does not take into account all of the
al l egations made in the conplaint.

THE DEPONENT: Not specifically, no.
BY MR D BONA

Q Do you have any reason to believe that woke
20-sonmet hings that prohibit the alter of wokeness has
any reference to an individual's gender?

MR, TOKORO. Same objection; inconplete, vague
and anbi guous.
THE DEPONENT: It doesn't appear to be directed

at gender specifically.

BY MR Di BONA:
Q It goes on. There's a sentence here:
(Reading:) He said that all -- all are wonen. Sheriff

Vil l anueva said that the supervisors pronote diversity,
but the justice deputies are all wonen and unqualifi ed.
Did | read that correctly?
A That's what | see.
Q Do you see any reference in this to Sheriff

Vil | anueva sayi ng wonen are unqualified for the position
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because they' re wonen?

A Yes.

Q Where is that?

A It's the dualismof using the words "together"
under the introductory word of "Diversity."

Q So just to be clear, you're saying referring to
someone as a wonman and unqualified inplies that
they're -- because they' re wonen they're unqualified?

MR, TOKORO. (bjection; msstates the
testi nony.

The prior question was about what Villanueva
sai d.

THE DEPONENT: | said when he says here that
supervisors pronote diversity, the inplication in his
statenment following is that hiring wonen did not pronote
di versity because they were unqualified or sonme such
t hi ng.

BY MR Di BONA:

Q Right. Do you believe that -- did you formthe
opi nion that Sheriff Villanueva was sayi ng wonen are
unqual i fied by virtue of being wonen?

MR. TOKORO. (bjection; asked and answered two
ti mes now.

THE DEPONENT: The inplication fromthe

sentence is that unqualified individuals were hired
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because they were wonen.
BY MR Di BONA:

Q "During those sessions, he has referred to the
age of justice deputies which is alive and can be easily
be fact checked."

Did | read that correctly?

A That's what | see.

Q He al so says:

"The justice deputies are all female, even
t hough Supervisor Mtchell has two nale justice
deputies. "

Did | read that correctly?

A That's what |'m reading.

Q So when there's a reference to all the justice
deputies, that includes a group that at |east has two
meninit; right?

A That's what --

MR, TOKORO. (nj ection; vague and anbi guous as
to whether you're referring to Sheriff Villanueva's
statenent or the facts generally.

THE DEPONENT: \What was the question?

MR. D BONA: Can you read the question back
Ms. Meyer, please.

(The record was read as requested)

THE DEPONENT: A reference by whonf®
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THE DEPONENT: There are non CEOP policies that
address truth in, for exanple, job applications,
et cetera.

BY MR Di BONA:

Q Just to be clear, there's no CEOP policy that
you were determning Sheriff Villanueva viol ated,
whet her he told straight-up lies, is there?

MR. TOKORO. (bjection; assunes facts regarding
t he existence of CEOP policies.

THE DEPONENT: A statenent could be a violation
if it is false and contains -- and is also a statenent
that contains words that violate the policy.

BY MR Di BONA:

Q Understood. M question was different. 'l
rephrase it. \Wen you were review ng this docunent to
determne if there were any County policies that Sheriff
Vil | anueva viol ated, were you checking to see if he was
telling straight-up |ies?

MR, TOKORO. (nj ection; vague and anbi guous.

THE DEPONENT: The context of fact or fiction
In his statement is represented by Ms. Coates' statenent
in this report that says not all the deputies are wonen.
Two are nen.

BY MR D BONA:

Q It goes on, "In the last few years, Sheriff
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Vil | anueva has bl aned the board for defunding his
departnment.”
Did | read that correctly?

A | do see that.

Q Now, is defunding the departnent, does that
have anything to do wth an individual's race?

A | -- 1 don't know how to answer that. | don't
know what's invol ved in defunding a departnent.

Q Do you consider the allegation that Sheriff
Vil l anueva bl amed the board for defunding his departnent
to be an allegation there was any type of harassnent or
di scrimnation on the basis of race?

A Coul d you repeat that?

Q Do you believe that the allegation that Sheriff
Vil l anueva has bl amed the board for defunding his
departnent has anything to do with harassnment on the
basis of race?

A | -- 1 don't understand that -- that question.

Q Did you consider in reviewing this report that
I f Sheriff Villanueva bl anes the board for defunding his
departnent, that's a violation of the County's policy
based on discrimnation based on race?

A H s opinion you nmean?

Q Yes.

A It doesn't say anything about race.



http://www.expressdeposition.com
Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight


Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC  Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25 Page 185 of 359

Page ID #:6412

© 00 N oo o B~ w N

N N N NN N P P PR R PR R R
U A W N P O © O N O o A W N L O

Q And did you consider in reviewing this report
that Sheriff Villanueva blam ng the board for defunding
the departnment, did you cone to the conclusion that had
anything to do wth violation of the policy against age
di scrimnation?

A It doesn't say anything about age, no.

Q And do you believe -- in reviewng this report,
do you believe that the allegation that Sheriff
Vil l anueva bl amed the board for defunding the depart nent
has anything to do with harassnent based on an
I ndi vidual's race or national origin?

A It doesn't specifically say that, no.

Q Do you, by the way, see anything under "Sheriff
Villanueva's Live streans" that has a reference to an
i ndi vidual's race or national origin?

A You nean under this section titled --

Q Yes.
A -- "Facebook Live streans"?
Q Yes.

A The sentence you asked me about defunding the
departnent has to do with retaliation

Q Yes. | understand. |'mjust asking broadly
under "Sheriff Villanueva Facebook Live Streans,” do you
see any allegation in these four paragraphs that rel ates

to a person's race or national origin?
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Villanueva wote a letter addressed to Supervisor Solis
and cc'd the DOS and CEQ. "

Did | read that correctly?

A That's what | see.

Q "And Ms. Limconsidered his letter to be
harassnent . "

Did | read that correctly?

A That's what | read.

Q "The letter discussed Ms. Lims social nedia
post and called for opening up an investigation of her
soci al nmedia accounts, Ms. Limbelieves the sheriff's
request was unjustified."”

Did | read that correctly?

A That's what | see.

Q Do you see anything in this paragraph that
| eads you to believe that Sheriff Villanueva wote the
| etter because of Ms. Limls race or national origin?

MR, TOKORO. (bjection; once again, inconplete.
Only referencing one paragraph of a 10-page report.

THE DEPONENT: | would have to read the whole
report, put it in context, but it |ooks Iike part of the
retaliation elenent.

BY MR D BONA:
Q What part of the retaliation elenment -- sorry.

What part of the retaliation element are you referring
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to?

A Retaliation for protected activity is a
protected -- is a potential policy violation under the
CEOP.

Q What was the protected activity?

A It states here that in her previous role of the
ACLU she was critical of Sheriff Villanueva.

Q Just to be clear, you're saying that you read
this paragraph as saying because she was critical of
Sheriff Villanueva he wote a letter asking for an
I nvestigation into her social nedia posts?

A | would say that does smack of retaliation,
given that the comrents were nmade in her social nedia
posts.

Q What about it smacks of retaliation?

A It reads, "The letter discussed Ms. Linms
soci al nedia posts and called for opening up an
I nvestigation of her social nmedia accounts.”

Q What about that smacks of retaliation to you?

A I nvestigating an individual's social nmedia post
because they were critical of the individual neking the
request.

Q And where is there any evidence that Sheriff
Vil | anueva investigated the social nedia post because

Ms. Limwas critical of hinf
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A | do not.

Q Do you have any know edge, as you sit here
today, that Ms. Limused profanity in those accounts
towards Sheriff Villanueva?

A | do not.

Q Do you have any infornmation that Ms. Limsaid
things that were very critical of |aw enforcenent with
respect to -- in those social nedia posts?

A When she was at the ACLU?

Q No. \Wen she was with justice deputy before
H | da Solis.

A | think you're m staken.

Q Just to be clear, you don't -- you didn't --
you don't know fromthis report that the social nedia
post at issue are fromwhen Ms. Limwas a justice deputy
for Hlda Solis; is that fair?

A | don't think so. That's what it says. It
says:

"She acknow edged that in her previous role at
the ACLU she was critical of Sheriff Villanueva.
Further, she said she had been critical of Sheriff
Villanueva in her public social nedia post." That's a
cl ose quote.

| took that to nean when she was at ACLU.

Q And if it was actually the case that Ms. Lim
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Vil | anueva.

THE DEPONENT: | woul d have to consider the
totality of the statenents alleged in the report.
BY MR Di BONA:

Q | understand you'd have to consider the
totality.

But ny question is just is intellectual |evel
the sane as whether sonmeone is over 40 or not.

MR. TOKORO. Sane obj ections.

THE DEPONENT: The discrete phrase intellectual
level in a vacuumis not the sane as a person over 40 in
a vacuum
BY MR Di BONA:

Q Can you see on the |ast paragraph, it says:

"There was a comunity town hall neeting where
t hey recogni zed each other. He said 'Esther, go tell
your boss that | want to debate her.'"

Did | read that correctly?

A That's what | see.

Q I's there anything inappropriate about Sheriff
Vil l anueva saying to Ms. Lim "Esther, go tell your boss
that | want to debate her," in your opinion?

MR TOKORO. (bjection; inconplete and, once
agai n, m sl eadi ng.

You're trying tolimt it to one statement and
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not the totality of the statements by Vill anueva.

THE DEPONENT: By itself it seems |like a fairly
pedestrian statenent. | would have to consider it in
the context of the entire report.

BY MR D BONA
Q Do you see here there's a reference,
July 28th, '21 statenent on Facebook Live?
A July 28?
Q Yeah. "July 28, 2021 statenment on Facebook

Live."
Do you see that?
A | see that.
Q |t says:

"I'n video he held and read fromthe notion.
Sheriff Villanueva did not approve of the notion and
said he did not think the drafter realized the
I nplications of the notion."
Did | read that correctly?
A That's what it says.
Q | s there anything, in your opinion,
| nappropriate about Sheriff Villanueva saying he doesn't
approve of a notion and he doesn't think the drafters
realized the inplications of it?
MR. TOKORO. Sane objection; inconplete and

m sl eadi ng.
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A | see that title, yes, subtitle.

Q All right. Do you see here where it says:

"Ms. Limhas drafted nany notions about
accountability. As a result, Sheriff Villanueva goes
after Ms. Limand Supervisor Solis."

Did | read that correctly?

A | see that, yes.

Q And before that it says:

"She said that Sheriff Villanueva has tried to
attack anyone with oversight of him"

Did | read that correctly?

A That's what it says.

Q Someone with oversight over the sheriff's
departnent, that's not related to their sex or gender,
Isit?

MR, TOKORO. Once again, objection; inconplete,
and m sl eading, and that you're going to a single
sentence of a 10-page report.

THE DEPONENT: A person's job description
shoul dn't include any of the protected categories;
correct?

BY MR D BONA:

Q And sonmeone with accountability over the

sheriff's departnment, that isn't related to their race

or national origin, is it?
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MR, TOKORO. Same objections.
THE DEPONENT: It's the sanme response.
BY MR Di BONA:

Q "Sanme response" being soneone's job categories
doesn't have any reference to their race or national
origin;, correct?

A Correct.

Q We don't -- for exanple, the County of
Los Angeles, to your know edge, doesn't say "only Asian

wormen" or "only white nmen can have accountability
provisions," nothing |ike that; correct?
MR, TOKORO. Same objecti ons.
THE DEPONENT: | don't believe so.
BY MR D BONA
Q And havi ng oversight over the sheriff's
departnent doesn't relate to whether you're over 40,
does it?
MR TOKORO. Same objections.
THE DEPONENT: It should not.
BY MR Di BONA:
Q As a matter of fact, in this paragraph Ms. Lim
states that she's under 40 and, also, that she's drafted
many notions related to oversight related to the

sheriff's departnent; correct?

MR. TOKORO. Sane obj ections.
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DEPCSI TI ON OFFI CER' S CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
) ss.
COUNTY OF LOS ANCGELES)

I, Cla Meyer, hereby certify: | ama duly
qualified Certified Shorthand

Reporter, in the State of California, holder of
Certificate Nunmber CSR 4914 issued by the Court

Reporters Board of California and which is in
full force and effect. (Bus. & Prof. 8016)

I amnot financially interested in this action
and am not a relative or enployee of any attorney of the
parties, or of any of the parties. (C v. Proc.

2025. 320(a))

| am aut hori zed to adm ni ster oaths or
affirmati ons pursuant to California Code of G vil
Procedure, Section 2093(b) and prior to bei ng exam ned,

t he deponent was first placed under oath or affirmation
by nme. (Civ. Proc. 2025. 320, 2025.540(a))

I am the deposition officer that
st enographically recorded the testinony in the foregoing
deposition and the foregoing transcript is a true record
of the testinmony given. (CGv. Proc. 2025. 540(a))

I have not, and shall not, offer or provide any
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services or products to any party's attorney or third
party who is financing all or part of the action w thout
first offering same to all parties or their attorneys
attendi ng the deposition and maki ng sanme avail abl e at
the sane time to all parties or their attorneys. (Gv.
Proc. 2025. 320( b))

| shall not provide any service or product
consisting of the deposition officer's notations or

Comment s regardi ng the deneanor of any w tness,
attorney, or party present at the deposition to any
party or any party's attorney or third party who is
financing all or part of the action, nor shall | collect
any personal identifying information about the w tness
as a service or product to be provided to any party or
third party who is financing all or part of the action.

(Gv. Proc. 2025. 320(¢c))

Dated: March 10, 2025
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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT

CENTRAL DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A

WVESTERN DI VI SI ON

ALEX VI LLANUEVA,

Pl ai nti ff,

CASE NO. 2:24-cv
-Vs- - 04979 SVW (JCX)

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, et al.,

Def endant s.
Deposi ti on of
VERONI CA PAW.ONBKI
TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025
10: 00 a. m

Taken via Zoom vi deoconf er ence

REPORTER: Lynn Ann Waters, RMR, CRR, CSR No.

14432
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Los Angeles, CA 90049
(310) 860-0070,

adi bona@hegeri anl aw. com

JASON H TOKORO ESQ

M LLER, BARONDESS, LLP
2121 Avenue of the Stars
Suite 2600

10 Los Angel es, CA 90067
(310) 552-5226,
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SHEGERI AN & ASSOCI ATES, | NC.

On behalf of the Plaintiff;

11 j tokoro@n | | er bar ondess. com

On behal f of the Defendant.
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VERONI CA PAWLOWBKI, of | awful age,
being by ne first duly sworn, as hereinafter
certified, deposed and said as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON OF VERONI CA PAW.ONSKI
BY MR D BONA:

Q Thank you.

Can you pl ease say and spell your
full name for the record.

A Yes. Veroni ca Pawl owski .
V-E-R-ON1-CA and Pawl owski is P |ike Peter,
A-WL, like Larry, OWS-K-1.

Q Thank you.

Have you ever had your deposition
t aken bef ore?

A No.

Q So we're on the sane page, do you
understand that you have been placed under oath?

A Yes.

Q And do you understand that even
t hough we're doing this deposition via Zoomthat's
the sane oath you would take if we were in a court
of | aw?

A Yes.

Q And, therefore, do you understand

your testinony is subject to penalty of perjury
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that -- excuse ne.
Do you recall anything specific
that Sheriff Villanueva said that was di sparagi ng

and i nappropri ate about the board of supervisors

1

2

3

4

5 t hensel ves when he was addressing the board?

6 MR. TOKORO Sorry, Alex. W | ost
7 you there.

8 Can you re-ask the question?

9 MR. D BONA:  Sure.

10 BY MR D BONA:

11 Q Do you recall anything Sheriff
12 Vil l anueva said that was di sparagi ng and

13 | nappropri ate about the board of supervisors
14 t hensel ves i n addressing the board?

15 A Are you referring to during his

16 five mnutes?

17 Q Yes, at this point. Yes. Sorry.
18 Let nme rephrase it.
19 During Sheriff Villanueva's five

20 m nut es addressing the board, do you recall

21 anyt hi ng di sparagi ng and i nappropriate he said
22 about the board of supervisors hinself?

23 A Yes.

24 Q What is that?

25 A One specific comment | renenber was
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about supervisor Mark Ridley Thomas. And |
remenber comments being directed at ny boss,
Supervi sor Sheil a Kuehl .

Q What comments do you renenber that
you consi dered to be disparagi ng and i nappropri ate
regarding Mark Ridl ey Thomas?

A Al luding to himas -- alluding to
hi m as sonehow not being worthy of the position of
supervi sor.

Q How did Mark Ridley -- if you know
-- how Mark Ridl ey Thomas |l eft the board of
supervi sors?

A Yes.

Q How did he resign? Excuse ne. How
did he | eave?

A My recollection is that he terned
out .

Q And do you know where Mark Ri dl ey
Thomas is now?

A No.

Q Are you aware of any nedia reports
of any legal trouble that Mark R dl ey Thomas had?

A Yes.

Q Did you understand Mark Ridl ey

Thomas to have been indicted for federal crines?
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A Yes.

Q And do you have any under st andi ng
that Mark Ri dl ey Thomas was indicted for federal
crimes during the course and scope of his work for
t he board of supervisors?

A Yes.

Q And did you have an understandi ng
that there was a conviction?

A Yes.

Q And do you have an under st andi ng
that Mark R dl ey Thomas did spend sone tine in
federal prison?

A Yes.

Q And just to be clear, you believed
It was disparagi ng and i nappropriate for Sheriff
Vil lanueva to say Mark Ridl ey Thomas was unwort hy
of the position on the board of supervisors or at
| east alluding to that?

A Yes.

Q And what di sparagi ng and
| nappropriate thing, if any, do you renenber
Sheriff Villanueva sayi ng about your boss
Supervi sor Kuehl during his five mnutes?

A | cannot renenber specifics, but

the sheriff nade his feelings about Supervisor
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Kuehl very well known.

Q And even if you can't recall
speci fics, what is your understandi ng of what
Sheriff Villanueva's feelings about Supervisor
Kuehl were?

A That she was corrupt.

Q And do you recall how Sheriff
Vil | anueva sai d she was corrupt?

A Sheriff Villanueva had an
under st andi ng t hat Supervi sor Kuehl had
| nappropriately assisted in the Peace over

Vi ol ence contract with Metro.

Q And what was your -- do you have an

understand -- sorry. Let ne just back up for a

second.

Mark Ri dl ey Thomas, nmy be obvi ous

fromthe nane, but he identifies as a man;
correct?

A Correct.

Q And does he also identify as
African-Anerican; is that your understandi ng?

A Correct.

Q Did you ever hear Sheriff
Vil | anueva nmake any sort of reference to Mark

Ri dl ey Thomas's gender at any tinme?
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where you referred to Ball ot Measure A as a
nmeasure that would allow the board to renove
Sheriff Villanueva. You know very well that that
I's not what the board ballot neasure was.

MR. DIBONA: And |I'msorry,
Ms. Waters, can you repeat ny | ast question and
answer back just in the back and forth. | just
want to reorient nyself.

THE REPORTER: Sure. Just a
second.
(Thereupon, the requested portion of the record
was read by the Reporter.)
BY MR D BONA:

Q You nmay answer subject to the
obj ecti ons of your counsel.

A | don't recall if the vote was
unani nous or if there was a vote.

Q And just to be clear, you don't
recall one way or the other if Sheriff Villanueva
ever nmade any -- sorry.

Separate and apart from what he
said or may or may not have said to the board of

supervi sors, do you recall Sheriff Villanueva ever
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publically com ng out against Ballot Measure A?

A | renmenber that he was agai nst
public nmeasure A or I'msorry, Ballot Measure A

Q And did you ever discuss Sheriff
Vi |l anueva's opposition to Ballot Measure A wth
Super vi sor Kuehl ?

A No.

Q Do you recall how you becane aware
that Sheriff Villanueva was opposed to Ball ot
Measure A?

A Because he nmade public comments
t hat he was agai nst the neasure.

Q And so just to be clear, you're not
quite sure the form but you do recall there were
public statenents that he was agai nst Ball ot

Measure A; correct?

A | recall statenents that he was
agai nst Ballot Measure A, | don't recall the
forum

Q Do you recall Sheriff Villanueva

ever saying that in his opinion he believed Ball ot
Measure A was unconstitutional ?

A | don't recall.

Q Do you recall there being a Ball ot

Measure R while you were a senior justice deputy



http://www.expressdeposition.com
Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight


Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC  Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25 Page 207 of 359

Page ID #:6434

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N DN D D NMNMDNN P P P PP
aa A~ W N b O © 00 N O O A W N B O

justice deputy, how were you involved in the
| npl enment ati on of Measure R?

A Once Measure R passed, | had -- |
did sone work on the study that was passed in
connection with Measure R That was ny
I nvol venent .

Q To your recollection, did
Supervi sor Kuehl ever publically state her support
for Ball ot Measure A?

A | don't renenber.

Q Did you ever publically state
support for Ballot Measure A?

A | don't recall.

Q Di d Supervisor Kuehl ever
publically state any support for Ball ot Measure R?

A | don't recall.

Q And do you recall if Supervisor
Kuehl ever stated any opposition herself to Ball ot
Measure A?

A | don't recall.

Q And do you recall if Supervisor
Kuehl ever stated any opposition to Ball ot Measure
R publically?

A | don't recall.

Q Do you have a recollection of there
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being a Ball ot Measure J while you were a seni or
justice deputy for Supervisor Kuehl?

A Yes.

Q And do you recall if Sheriff
Vil | anueva nade statenents publically opposing
Bal | ot Measure J?

A Yes.

Q And what, to your understanding, do

you recall what his objections to Ballot Measure J

was ?
A | do recall.
Q What is your recollection?
A Essentially his conpl aint was that

Bal | ot Measure J would result in a defunding of
the sheriff's departnent, which is inaccurate.

Q What is your understandi ng of what
Bal | ot Measure J does?

A So Bal | ot Measure J takes
unrestricted -- and it's called MCC, it's
essentially the county's flexible fundi ng and
allocates it to a couple of different types of
soci al services including housing and
communi ty- based services for, you know, |ike
mental health treatnent and those types of things.

Q And do you recall if the board of
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1 supervi sors took a vote on Ball ot Measure J?

2 A | do recall.

3 Q And did they take a vote?

4 A Yes.

5 Q And was that vote unani nous in

6 favor of a Ballot Measure J?

7 A | don't recall if it was unani nous.
8 Q And do you recall if it passed?

9 A Yes, it passed.

10 Q And do you recall how Supervisor
11 Kuehl voted?

12 A Yes.

13 Q And how did she vote on it?

14 A She voted yes.

15 Q Wuld it be fair then to say at

16 | east at this point there was a political

17 di sagreenent in the sense, Supervisor Kuehl voted
18 in favor of it and Sheriff Villanueva publicly
19 opposed it; is that fair?
20 A They did have a different point of
21 vi ew on neasure J, absolutely.
22 Q Did you, yourself, do any work on
23 Bal | ot Measure J in your capacity as a senior
24  justice deputy?
25 A | did.
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Q VWhat was your role in working on
Bal | ot Measure J?

A | wote the notion to put, for the
board to put Ball ot Measure J on the ball ot and

Q Ckay.
A Ch, go ahead.
Q No, go ahead. |[|'msorry. |
t hought you were done. | don't want to cut off

your answer. Pl ease continue.

A You know, and | had, you know, |
did sort of like the background research that one
must do in order to put a notion together.

Q Is it fair to say that since you
wote the notion, you supported Ball ot Measure J
at least as far as your role as senior justice
deputy for Supervisor Kuehl ?

A It's not fair to say that |
supported it because | wote the notion.

Deputies sonetines have to wite
notions and they're being witten because it's the
boss's position, not the deputy's position.

Q Did you support Ballot Measure J?
A | did.
Q And did you have any position on
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Bal | ot Measure R yourself?

A | did not support Ballot Measure R

Q And did you have any position on
Bal | ot Measure A?

A Yes.

Q Did you support it?

A As a voter, yes.

Q Do you recall, during Sheriff
Vil l anueva's tenure the board of supervisors
| npl enented a vacci ne mandate that, in part,
mandat ed vacci nati on by sheriff departnent
enpl oyees?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall the nmandate was
broader? Was it true that all county enpl oyees
were nmandated to be vacci nated agai nst COVI D- 19?

A That is ny recollection.

Q And, excuse ne, that went to a --
was that a vote taken by the board of supervisors?

A | don't renenber.

Q Do you recall how Supervisor Kuehl
-- sorry. Strike that.

Do you recall if Supervisor Kuehl
publically supported the vacci ne mandat e?

A | do. She supported it.
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Q And did you as a justice deputy or
seni or justice deputy, excuse ne, did you do any
wor k on the vaccine nmandate in that respect?

A I n what respect?

Q In your role as a senior justice
deputy for Supervisor Kuehl; were you involved in
t he vacci ne mandate in any way?

A Yes.

Q And what was your role?

A | helped wite a notion that had to
do wth the vaccine nmandate, but | don't recall
ri ght now what the substance of that notion was, |
was working on it with other people.

Q And even if you don't recall the
substance, is it fair to say the notion you wote
was in favor of the vaccine nmandate; is that fair?

A Yes.

Q And did you have an understandi ng
that Sheriff Villanueva publicly said he was not
going to enforce the vaccine mandate with respect
to disciplining sheriff departnent enpl oyees?

A Yes.

Q Uncl ear questi on.

Did you have an under st andi ng t hat

Sheriff Villanueva publically stated he woul d not
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| npose discipline on his enployees if they chose
not to becone vacci nated?

A Yes.

Q So you understood he was sayi ng he
woul d not enforce the board of supervisors
mandate; is that fair to say?

A Yes.

Q You understood at the bare m ni num
there was a di sagreenent between the county's
mandate and the sheriff not enforcing it; is that
fair to say?

A Yes.

Q And did you ever discuss Sheriff
Villanueva's public statenents that he woul d not
enforce the vacci ne mandate with Supervi sor Kuehl ?

A Yes.

Q And what did you say to her with
regard -- sorry.

How many conversations did you
have?

A | don't renmenber how many tinmes we
spoke about it.

Q And what do you recall her --
excuse ne, what do you recall saying to her?

A | recall that it was a very
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and so there was another sort of thought process
that, you know, if sonmething like this were to
result in, you know, |ike 70 percent of the
sheriff's departnent saying, well, forget it, I'm
not going to get this vaccine or I quit, or |, you
know, silent -- what's it called? Silent quitting
or like the probation departnent would do, I'm
just going to -- what's it called? Like a blue
call -out or whatever.

So it was a tough call, you know,
and so | just renmenber having conversations with
her wei ghi ng both sides of this very difficult
coin and, so, yeah, those are the conversations |
remenber having with her.

Q Do you recall Sheriff Kuehl][sic]
ever -- excuse ne, expressing any type of
di spl easure that Sheriff Villanueva was not goi ng
to enforce the mandate that the board of
supervi sors had voted on?

A | just want to say you said
"Sheriff Kuehl."

Q Ch, excuse ne. Sorry.

Do you recall Supervisor Kuehl ever
sayi ng or expressing any type of disagreenent or

di sappoi ntnent that Sheriff Villanueva was not
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enforcing the vacci ne nandate that had been put in
pl ace by the board of supervisors?

A Yes. It was very di sappointing.

Q And Supervi sor Kuehl, did she ever
express that she believes Sheriff Villanueva was
acting contrary to public health if he didn't
enforce the vacci ne nmandate?

A | can't recall "contrary to public
health," | don't recall that being said.

Q Do you recall if Sheriff Kuehl ever
said to you or words to the effect of that she
bel i eves Sheriff Villanueva was defying the board
of supervisors?

MR. TOKORO  Sane objection that
the witness actually raised to your |ast question.
You referred to Supervisor Kuehl as "Sheriff
Kuehl " agai n.

MR. DiBONA: | mght have, but --
BY MR Di BONA:

Q So do you recall Supervisor Kuehl
ever saying words to the effect of that she
beli eved that Sheriff Villanueva was defying the
board of supervisors?

A Yes. Because he was.

Q It's fair to say Sheriff Kuehl did
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they're not going -- they're not going to do it.

Q And di d Supervisor Kuehl ask you to
do any research on how the board of supervisors
could get Sheriff Villanueva to conply with the

vacci ne mandat e?

A Yes.
Q And did you do that research?
A Yes.

Q And what, if anything, did you
recommend to Supervisor Kuehl in that respect?

A | didn't nmake a recommendati on.

Q What, if anything, did your
research find with respect to that assignnent that
Supervi sor Kuehl gave you?

A | recall that the board did have a
possi bl e avenue of recourse. | don't recall what
It was.

Q Do you recall if the board took
t hat avenue of recourse?

A The board tried to.

Q And do you recall what the board
tried to do?

A | don't. | don't.

Q Is it fair to say, by the way, that

Sheriff Villanueva while he was sheriff never
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enforced the vaccine mandate; is that your
under st andi ng?

A That is ny recollection.

Q And so is it fair to say that
what ever the board tried for whatever reason, it
was i neffective in actually getting himto do it.
s that fair?

A Yes.

Q Do you also recall -- sorry.

Wil e you were a senior justice
deputy, do you recall sheriff -- excuse ne.

Wil e you were the senior justice
deputy, do you recall the county of Los Angel es
contracted with a conpany naned Ful gent?

A Yes.

Q And do you recall what the county
of LA contracted with Fulgent for in the context
of the COVI D19 pandem c?

A | believe the contract with Ful gent
was for COVID testing.

Q And did you, yourself, as a senior
justice deputy, did you have any role in review ng
the contract between LA County and Ful gent?

A No.

Q And did -- excuse ne.
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1 Did the board of supervisors vote

2 on giving that contract to Ful gent?

3 A | don't recall.

4 Q And do you recall Sheriff

5 Villanueva nmaking public statenments with respect

6 to Fulgent potentially sharing data with the

7 Chi nese gover nnment ?

8 A Yes, that did happen.

9 Q And did you ever discuss Sheriff
10 Vil lanueva's public statenents with respect to
11 Ful gent and the Chi nese governnent wi th Supervisor
12 Kuehl ?

13 A I n passing.

14 Q What do you recall saying to her?
15 A | recall saying to her that |

16 t hought it was ridicul ous.

17 Q And how, if any, way did she

18 respond to that?

19 A Again, it was in passing so she
20 just kind of said, you know, it's what he does.
21 And we kept wal ki ng.

22 Q Wiy did you believe it was

23 ridi cul ous?

24 A | just thought the whole notion was
25 ridi cul ous.
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Q Sorry, what notion did you believe
was ridi cul ous?

A Ful gent selling information to the
Chi nese, | thought it was ridicul ous.

Q And why did you believe that?

A Wiy did | believe it was
ridi cul ous?

Q Yes.

A | don't know. | just thought it
was ridi cul ous.

| thought the notion that Ful gent

was selling data to the Chinese was ridicul ous
because we had no indication that that was
happeni ng, it just kind of cane out of no where.

Q Do you know one way or another if
Ful gent has any type of physical presence in
Chi na?

A | do not.

Q Did you ever take any steps to ask
Sheriff Villanueva why he believed Ful gent may be
selling data to the Chinese governnent?

A No, I did not ask him

Q Are you aware that Sheriff
Vil | anueva was sued by Ful gent for defanation and

ot her cl ai ns?
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CERTI FI CATE
OF

CERTI FI ED SHORTHAND REPORTER

* * * *

The undersigned Certified Shorthand
Reporter of the State of California does hereby
certify:

That the foregoi ng Deposition was taken
before ne at the tinme and place therein set forth,
at which tine the Wtness was duly sworn by ne.

That the testinony of the Wtness and
all objections nade at the tine of the Deposition
wer e recorded stenographically by ne and were
thereafter transcribed, said transcript being a
true and correct copy of the proceedi ngs thereof.

In witness whereof, | have subscri bed ny

nane, this date: March 17, 2025.

g 46 TP Lan oy PR ED
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LYNN ANN WATERS, CSR NO. 14432
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the way he's portraying you to be.

And | -- | guess | used the word "blown off.'
| don't know she blew nme off. She just said,
basically, you're dreaming. That will never happen.

Q Dd you, yourself, ever reach out to any of
t he nedi a about Sheriff Villanueva?

A No. | was not allowed to do that. That is
not sonething | would have been allowed to do.

Q When you say that, is there -- was there a
rul e of Supervisor Kuehl's office against you reaching
out to the nedia?

A | would not say that it was against.

What | would say, it was a clear
understanding. It's not like it was a witten policy
or rule. But there was a very clear understanding in
our office that everything nmedia related went through
our conmmuni cations staff.

Q Understood. By the way, were you asking
Sheil a Kuehl's comuni cations director to reach out to
t he nedi a?

A No. No. | was just saying to her, you know,
it would be great if one of these people who wite
about himall the tine had the curiosity to ask me
about nyself so that | had a way to rebut all these

horri ble things he's saying about ny qualifications.
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And she was, you know, like | said, she was just sort
of like, you know, in no world is that going to happen,
Ver oni ca.

Q Do you know the nane of an LA Tines reporter
by the nanme of Keri Bl akinger?

A Yes.

Q Has Ms. Bl aki nger ever reached out to you for
comment regarding Sheriff Villanueva?

A No.

Q And even if she hasn't reached out, have you
ever offered -- excuse ne.

Have you ever reached out to Ms. BI akinger
Wi th respect to Sheriff Villanueva?

A No.

Q Do you have an understandi ng that M.

Bl aki nger wote an article about Sheriff Villanueva
about having a "do not retire" notation placed atop his
personnel file?

A | don't recall.

Q Dd you ever speak with Esther Lim about
wanting soneone in the press to wite about Sheriff
Vil l anueva, and what he was sayi ng about the justice
deputi es?

A No. Not that | can renenber.

Q And did Esther Limever tell you that she
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DEPGCSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET

Case Caption: Villanueva vs. County of Los Angel es

DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY COF PERJURY

| decl are under penalty of perjury that | have
read the entire transcript of my Deposition taken in
the captioned matter or the same has been read to ne,
and the sanme is true and accurate, save and except for
changes and/or corrections, if any, as indicated by ne
on the DEPCSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET hereof, with the
understanding that | offer these changes as if still

under oat h.

Signed on the
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STATE OF CALI FORNI A

|, SHANNON D. DENNEY, CSR 10385, a Certified
Shorthand Reporter in and for the State of California,
do hereby certify that, prior to being exam ned, the
W tness naned in the foregoing deposition was by ne
duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth; that said deposition was taken
down by ne in shorthand at the tinme and place naned
therein and was thereafter transcribed under ny
supervision; that this transcript contains a full, true
and correct record of the proceedi ngs which took place
at the time and place set forth in the caption hereto.

| further certify that | have no interest in

the event of this action.

EXECUTED this 17th day of April, 2025.

Shaoarwmon D. Derwey

Shannon D. Denney, CSR 10385
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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
CENTRAL DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A, WESTERN DI VI SI ON

ALEX VI LLANUEVA,

Plaintiff,
V.
CASE NO.
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 2:24-cv-04979 SVW
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES (JCx)

SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT,

LOS ANGELES COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVI SORS, COUNTY EQUI TY
OVERSI GHT PANEL, LOS ANGELES
COUNTY OFFI CE OF | NSPECTOR
GENERAL, CONSTANCE KOMOROSKI ,
MERCEDES CRUZ, ROBERTA YANG,
LAURA LECRI VAI N, SERG O V.
ESCOBEDO, RON KOPPERUD,
ROBERT G. LUNA, MAX- GUSTAF
HUNTSMAN, ESTHER LIM and
DOES 1 to 100, inclusive,

Def endant s.

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

REMOTE VI DEO- RECORDED DEPOSI| Tl ON
OF
TI MOTHY MURAKAM
MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2025

St enogr aphi cally Reported By:
JENNI FER L. SM TH, CA CSR NO. 10358, RMR, CRR, CRC
Job Number: 7246481

Page 1

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127




Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25

A W N PP

10

11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page ID #:6458

Page 231 of 359

APPEARANCES

FOR THE PLAI NTI FF:
SHEGERI AN & ASSOCI ATES, | NC.
By: Al ex DiBona, Esq.
11520 San Vicente Boul evard
Los Angeles, CA 90049
(310) 860-0770
adi bona@hegeri anl aw. com

FOR THE DEFENDANTS:
MI LLER BARONDESS, LLP
BY: Brian Neach, Esq.

Jason H. Tokoro, Esg.

2121 Avenue of the Stars, Sui
Los Angeles, CA 90067
(310) 552-4400
bneach@mi | | erbarondess. com
jtokoro@mi | | erbarondess. com

ALSO PRESENT:
Tristan Knudsen, Videographer

te 2600
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EXAM NATI ONS:
TI MOTHY MJURAKAM

EXHI BI TS
No. Descri ption
Exhibit 1 Amended Subpoena
Exhibit 2 Desi gnation Letter

Exam nati on
Exam nati on
Exam nati on

Exam nati on

19,

| NDEX

By M. Neach
By M. Di Bona
By M. Neach
By M. Di Bona

2023

PAGE

57
77
80

| denti fi ed
14

dated April 40
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PURSUANT TO WRI TTEN NOTI CE and t he
appropriate rules of civil procedure, the Renote
Vi deo- Recorded Deposition of TIMOTHY MJURAKAM ,
called for exam nation by the Defendants, was taken
via Zoom comencing at 10: 03 AM on Monday,
April 7, 2025, before Jennifer L. Smth, California
CSR No. 10358, Washington CCR No. 3101, RMR, CRR,
CRC.

Page 4

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127




Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC  Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25 Page 234 of 359

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page ID #:6461

PROCEEDI NGS

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Good norning. W're
going on the record at 10:03 AMon the 7th of April,
2025.

Pl ease note that the deposition today is
bei ng conducted virtually. The quality of the
recordi ng depends on the quality of the camera and
the Internet connection of participants. Wat is
seen fromthe witness and heard on screen is what
will be recorded.

Audi o and video recording will continue to
take place unless all parties agree to go off the
record.

This is Media Unit Nunmber 1 of the
vi deo-recorded deposition of Tim Mirakam , taken by
counsel for defendants in the matter of Al ex
Vil l anueva versus County of Los Angeles, et al.,
filed in the United States District Court, Central
District of California, Wstern Division, Case Nunber
2: 24-cv- 04979 SVW (JCX) .

My name is Tristan Knudsen, representing
Veritext Legal Solutions, and |I'mthe videographer.
I amnot related to any party in this action, nor am

I financially interested in the outcone.

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

04:

04:

04:

04:

04:

04:

04:

04:

04:

04:

04:

04:

Page 5

34

39

39

46

49

52

54

56

57

59

02

03

06

12

15

20

22

26

28

42

44

48

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127




Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC  Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25 Page 235 of 359

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page ID #:6462

We're off the record.

(Recess taken.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Thi s nmarks the begi nning
of Media Nunmber 3. The tine is 11:29 AM We're on
t he record.

BY MR. NEACH:

Q So |I've been informed | was consistently
referring to Esther Limas Edith Lim

So when | -- when | asked any questions
about it, did you nmean that to be Esther Lim when I
was aski ng those questions of you?

A. Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And just to make sure, | think one of
the | ast ones | asked, do you recall at any point the
Sheriff indicating to you that there needs to be an
i nvestigation of Esther Linf

A. No, sir.

Q Okay, sir.

| appreciate your tine, and | don't have any

further questions at this point.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. DI BONA:
Q Okay. Sir, just sone foll owup questions.

M. Murakani, at the beginni ng we
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established you're very famliar with the rules of
deposition. | assune you know the rules still apply
even when |' m asking the questi ons.
Is that -- does that nmke sense to you?

A.  Yes, sir.

Q Al right. And while you were with the
Sheriff's Office, was there ever any type of
i nvestigation into counsel -- sorry, excuse ne.

Was there any type of investigation into a

menmber of the Board of Supervisors named Sheil a
Kuehl ?

A. Yes, sir.

Q And did you have any role in that
i nvestigation?

A. Yes, sir.

Q \What was your role in that investigation?

A. Well, the lead unit conducting the
i nvestigation was the public corruption detail, and
they reported directly to ne.

Q And are you aware that sone critics of that
i nvestigati on have charged that that investigation
was politically nmotivated? Are you aware of that?

A. Yes, sir.

Q What's your response? Was that

i nvestigation politically notivated?
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A. No, sir. 11: 31: 21

Q And what -- what's the basis for your 11:31: 22
opi ni on? Meani ng, what facts can you put forward, if 11:31: 25
any, to show that it wasn't politically notivated? 11:31: 29
A. The -- the investigation itself had nothing, 11: 31: 34

per se, to do with the departnent or our interests. 11:31: 41
It cane across us froma whistleblower within the 11: 31: 44
MTA. 11: 31: 47
Q And do you recall how it came across -- 11:31:50
sorry. 11: 31: 53
Do you recall how that whistleblower cane to 11:31:53

t he departnent? 11: 31: 56
A. |I'mnot exactly sure how she contacted us, 11:31:59

but I know it came -- becane -- it canme to our 11: 32: 02
attention, and we believe it warranted further 11:32: 05
i nvestigation. 11:32: 09
Q And did you ever take any action as head of 11:32: 10

the public corruption unit to retaliate agai nst any 11:32: 13
perceived political enem es of the Sheriff Al ex 11:32: 17
Vi | | anueva? 11:32: 21
A. No, sir. 11:32: 22

Q Did then-Sheriff Alex Villanueva ever ask 11: 32: 23

you to take any action, retaliatory to any of his 11: 32: 26
perceived political enem es? 11:32: 29
A. No, sir. 11:32: 31
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Q Was the public corruption unit set up by
Alex Villanueva to retaliate against his political

eneni es, perceived or otherw se?

A. No, sir.
Q Do you -- earlier opposing counsel asked you
about you skip -- skipping sone ranks; is that right?

A.  Yes, sir.

Q The Sheriff -- and I'm-- your ternms in |aw
enforcenment, are you faniliar with the term"quid pro
quo" ?

A. Yes, sir.

Q A Latin termlawers use neaning this for
t hat .

I's that your understandi ng?

A. Yes, sir.

Q And nore colloquially it nmeans, if | do this
for you, will you give ne sonething? |Is that,
broadl y speaki ng, your understandi ng?

A. Yes, sir.

Q Did Sheriff Villanueva ever ask you for a
quid pro quo in return for himskipping -- letting
you skip ranks to pronote you?

A. No, sir. In fact, when |I had any concerns
about decisions, | would voice ny opposition, and |

had concerns that maybe |1'd be asked to | eave, and

11: 32: 32
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guess he got wind of that. He called nme in and said,

"You're not planning on |eaving, are you?"

And | said, "No. | don't plan on it but."

And he goes, "No. Good. | need you
because | need you to tell me what you think." So
actually he wanted ny -- my voice in that roomto

tell himwhat | thought.

Q And if Sheriff Villanueva asked you to do
anything illegal, would you do it because you're a
friend of his?

A. No, sir.

Q And if Sheriff Villanueva asked you to do
anyt hi ng unethical, would you do it because you're a
friend of his?

A. No, sir.

Q If Sheriff Villanueva asked you to do
anything illegal, would you do it because he had
pronmot ed you and had you skip ranks?

A. No, sir.

Q In your presence did Sheriff Villanueva ever
use any offensive | anguage towards anybody's race?

A. No, sir.

Q And | apologize for asking it, but since
this is an issue in the case, how do you identify

ethnically, sir?
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A.  Japanese Anerican, sir.

Q Did Sheriff Villanueva ever treat you any
differently because you' re Japanese or Asian?

A. No, sir.

Q And did Sheriff Villanueva treat -- and,
sorry, sir.

How ol d are you, as you sit here today?

AL Oh, gee, | need -- that's -- 67, sir.

Q And at the time Sheriff Villanueva pronoted
you, you would have been in your 60s; is that right?

A. Yes, sir.

Q Did Sheriff Villanueva ever treat you any
differently because of your age?

A. No, sir.

Q Did you ever observe Sheriff Villanueva
treating any wonmen in the departnment differently than
he treated nmen?

A. No, sir.

Q And did you -- excuse me. Did you -- and
just nore pointedly, did you ever -- ever come across
a situation you believe Sheriff Villanueva engaged in
any type of harassnment or discrimnation because of
soneone' s gender ?

A.  No, sir.

Q Did you ever watch any of Sheriff
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Vil l anueva's Facebook Lives while he was a Sheriff?

A. Yes, sir.

Q And did you ever hear himrefer to Esther
Li mon any of those Facebook Lives?

A. | don't -- | can't tell you for sure. |
wouldn't recall if she -- he did or didn't.

Q Did you ever hear Sheriff Villanueva refer
to Max Huntsman on any of those Facebook Lives?

A. He could have, but | don't recall.

Q Did you ever hear -- sorry. Did you ever
listen to Sheriff Villanueva on KFlI radio?

A. Yes, sir.

Q And did you ever hear Sheriff Villanueva
refer to Esther Limon any -- on KFI?

A. Not that | recall, sir.

Q Did you ever hear Sheriff Villanueva refer
to Max Huntsman on KFI radi 0?

A. Not that | recall, sir.

Q Wiile Sheriff Villanueva was actually the
Sheriff, did you have any interactions with any of
the justice deputies of the Board of Supervisors?

A.  Yes, sir.

Q And what would -- which -- if you -- do you
recall any of the names of the justice deputies you

had i nteractions w th?
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A. Actually, the names -- | know Esther Lim
There was the one for Supervisor Barger, Supervisor
Hahn, and then | don't think | ever acted very nuch
wi th Supervisor Ridley Thonas, but the one that
followed -- the one that foll owed her, | interacted
with her justice deputy. | think actually with al
of themto one point or another.

Q Did you ever interact with a woman naned
Kyl a Coat es?

A. Yes, sir.

Q What would -- what was your interactions
wi th Kyl a Coates?

A. Basically sonething that had to do with the
problems of O G and the civilian oversight commttee
and other things that had to do with the supervisors
cares within her district.

Q Did you ever take any action to make it nore
difficult for Kyla Coates to do her job?

A. No, sir. W had a -- a good rel ationship.

Q And did Sheriff Villanueva ever instruct you
to do not cooperate with Kyla Coates in any manner?

A. No, sir.

Q Did Sheriff Villanueva ever tell you to not
cooperate with any justice deputy for whatever

reason?
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A. No, sir.

Q And had Sheriff Villanueva asked you to not
cooperate with justice deputies because of political
di sagreenent with the Board of Supervisors, would you
have foll owed that instruction?

A. We would have had a di scussion, but --

because even though -- nmy job was to maintain |iaison
with the board. So | interacted with the justice
deputi es and the board nenbers -- and the supervisors

t hemsel ves on a regul ar basis.

Q Do -- and are you famliar with a wonman by
t he nane of Veronica Pawl owsk?

A. Yes, sir.

Q And did you interact with her while Sheriff
Vil l anueva was Sheriff?

A. Yes, sir.

Q And what were your interactions with her
i ke?

A. Good. They were cordial.

Q And did you ever do anything to nake it nore
difficult for Veronica Paw owsk to do her job?

A. No, sir.

Q Did you ever instruct any of your
subordi nates to not cooperate with Ms. Pawl owsk in

any way?
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A. No, sir.

Q More broadly, did you ever instruct any of
your subordi nates to not cooperate with any justice
deputy in any way?

A. No, sir.

Q And | know you know who Esther Limis, and
you said you interacted with her, but what were your
interactions with her |ike?

A. They were professional.

Q Did you ever take any action -- action to
make it nore difficult for Esther Limto do her job
as a justice deputy?

A. No, sir.

Q And did you ever instruct any of your --
anybody that reported to you to nmake it nore
difficult for her to do her job?

A. No, sir.

Q And did you ever cease cooperating with
Esther Limin the performance of her job duties
because of any perceived di sagreenent she may have
had with Sheriff Villanueva?

A. No, sir.

Q Did Sheriff Villanueva ever tell you that he
want ed Esther Limto be fired?

A. No, sir.
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Q Did Sheriff -- are you aware of Sheriff 11: 40:

Vil l anueva sending a letter to the board of 11: 40:
supervi sors regarding Esther Linms tweets? 11: 40:
A. Yes, sir. 11: 41:

Q Were you involved in the drafting of that 11: 41:
letter in any way? 11: 41
A. | don't believe so, sir. 11: 41:

Q Did you, yourself, review Esther Lims 11: 41

t weet s? 11:41:
A. | believe | saw them sir. 11: 41:

Q Do you have an opi nion one way or another of 11: 41

whet her they were appropriate or not? 11: 41
MR. NEACH:. Object to the relevance. Calls 11: 41

for opinion of an nonexpert witness. 11:41:
THE W TNESS: Yeah, my -- ny opinion would 11: 41:

be that they're unprofessional and inappropriate. 11: 41:
BY MR. DI BONA: 11:41:
Q And why do you believe they were 11:41:
unpr of essi onal or inappropriate? 11:41:
A. Basically -- basically she's exchangi ng 11:41:

di sparagi ng remar ks about the Sheriff with one of the 11: 41

menmbers of the civilian oversight conmttee. 11: 41
Q  Any other reason other than that? 11: 41

A. | don't think so, sir. 11: 41:

Q By the way, did you have an under st andi ng 11: 42:
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that one of Esther Lims job duties as a justice
deputy was to maintain at | east a professiona
relationship with the Sheriff's Departnment?

A. Yes, sir.

Q Do you have an opinion one way or anot her
Esther Lims tweets nmade it nmore difficult for her
mai ntain a professional relationship with the
Sheriff's Departnment?

MR. NEACH: CObjection to rel evance.
THE W TNESS: Yes, sSir.
BY MR. DI BONA:
Q And what's your opinion?
MR. NEACH:. Sane objection.
THE W TNESS: There was --
BY MR. DI BONA:

Q You can go ahead.

A.  Ckay.

Q You can | et opposing counsel object, but,
yeah, you can go ahead.

A. There was definitely a violation of trust,
and we -- | believe that she showed a bias agai nst
t he departnment and the Sheriff hinself.

Q And did you, yourself -- excuse ne.

That violation of trust, did it have

anything to do with the fact Esther Limis a wonan?

i f

to
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A. No, sir.

Q And that violation of trust, did it have
anything to do with the fact that Esther Limis
Asi an?

A. No, sir.

Q And did that violation of trust, did it have

anything to do with Esther Lins age?

A. No, sir.

Q And by the way, were you present during a
nmeeting where Mark Lillienfeld said he had cone
across information that Max Huntsnman had denied the
Hol ocaust ?

A. | know he made that statenment. \hether
ot her people were present with me when | heard it,
that | couldn't tell you, sir.

Q So just to be clear, you -- you were -- you
were at | east present when Mark Lillienfeld rmade the
statement he had conme across information that Mx
Hunt sman deni ed the Hol ocaust; correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q And just to be clear, you're not sure if
there were other people present during that neeting;
is that right?

A.  Yes, sir.

Q And | just want to be clear. You're not
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saying, no, it was only ne and him You're just
not aware, or you just don't renmenber who el se was
there, if anyone.

Is that fair to say?

A.  Yes, sir.

Q Did Mark Lillienfeld ever tell you the
basis -- or, sorry, excuse ne.

Did Mark Lillienfeld ever give you any
details about the information he cane across that Mx
Hunt sman was a Hol ocaust denier?

A. No, sir.

Q Did Mark Huntsman ever nmention Max -- that
Max Hunt sman was Jew sh?

A. I'mnot sure if | heard it from Detective
Lillienfeld, but I do recall at some point in tinme
sonebody ni ght have nentioned that he was part --
either -- mght have been part Jew sh possibly, but |
couldn't tell you for sure, and now | can't tell you
whether | read it in the newspaper

Q Did Mark Lillienfeld ever nention that Max
Hunt sman' s father was born in Germany?

A. | believe so, sir.

Q And excuse ne.

Are you aware of any news reports about Mark

Lillienfeld being placed on a do-not-rehire list or

11:44:08

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

44.
44.
44.
44.
44.
44.
44.
44.
44:
44:
44:
44:
44:
44:
44.
44.
44.
44.
45:
45:
45:
45:
45:

45:

Page 70

11

13

14

15

16

20

23

25

29

32

33

37

41

48

51

53

57

59

02

07

12

14

16

25

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127



Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight

Amelia Sanchez
Highlight


Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC  Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25 Page 249 of 359

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page ID #:6476

having a do-not-rehire notation placed in his file?
A. | believe so, sir.
Q Oher than what you read in the nedia, do
you have any personal know edge of why he was pl aced
on a do-not -- sorry, why he had a do-not-rehire

notation placed on his file?

A. No, sir.
Q And what -- do you have an opini on one way
or the other of Mark Lillienfeld as a detective?

A. He is a very smart and hard-working
i nvestigator, and he's well known for his skills to
t he point where actually he was -- he worked with the
DA, LA County DA in the -- | guess people that were
fal sely accused of crimes, he actually hel ped them
with those investigations.

Q And do -- is it fair to say you have a high
opinion of his skills as a detective?

Sorry, sir. Did you hear the question? It
seens |ike you m ght have a technical issue. |I'm
sorry. Did you hear ny question?

A. Right now!| just -- the volunme kind of went
ki nd of | ow.
Q Okay. That's fine. 1'Il just repeat it.
My question was is it fair to say you have a

hi gh opinion of Mark Lillienfeld's skills as a
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detective?

A. Yes, sir.

Q And is that -- at the -- around the tine
that he told you Max Hunt sman deni ed t he Hol ocaust or
he had information that he did, did you have high
opi ni on of his detective skills then?

A.  Yes, sir.

Q Did you have any reason to disbelieve Mark
Lillienfeld when he had told you that information?

A. No, sir.

Q Have you ever known Mark Huntsman to

fabricate infornmation as a detective?

A. | think you nean Mark Lillienfeld, but, no,
Sir.
Q Sorry. Have you -- just so we have a clear
record.
Have you ever known Mark Lillienfeld to

fabricate informati on as a detective?
A. No, sir.
Q Have you ever known Mark Lillienfeld to be

di shonest ?

A. No, sir.

Q Did you ever ask Mark Lillienfeld to lie?
A.  No, sir.

Q Didyou -- earlier did you ever ask Mark
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Lillienfeld --

THE COURT REPORTER: |'msorry. Could you
repeat the question? It broke up for a second.
BY MR. DI BONA:

Q Did you ever ask Mark Lillienfeld to dig up
dirt on Max Hunt sman?

A. No, sir.

Q Did Sheriff Villanueva ever ask you to dig
up dirt on Max Hunt sman?

A. No, sir.

Q If Sheriff Villanueva had asked you to find
sonme dirt on Max Huntsman, what woul d your response
have been?

A. It -- 1 need clarification on what's meant
by "dirt," and what will be the purpose.

Q Wuld -- if Sheriff Villanueva ever asked
you to find out something -- to nmake up sonething
t hat wasn't true about Max Hunt snan, woul d you have

instructed your detectives to do that?

A. No, sir.
MR. NEACH: (bject -- excuse nme, |acks
foundation. Inconplete hypothetical

BY MR. DI BONA
Q Did Sheriff Villanueva ever ask you to dig

up any dirt on Esther LinP
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A. Again, if you are looking at, like, dirt,
i ke, things against her character or -- or stuff
like that, | don't -- unless | have sonme kind of

pur pose for the investigation, the answer would be
no.

Q Did Sheriff Villanueva ever ask you to open
an investigation into Esther Limof any kind?

A. No, sir.

Q And as part of your career in |aw
enforcenment, do you have an understanding that |aw
enf orcenment can need either probable cause or
reasonabl e suspi ci on, dependi ng on the circunstances,
to open a crimnal investigation?

A. Yes, sir.

Q And would you ever investigate a crininal
investigation with -- sorry.

VWi le you were at the Sheriff's Departnent,
woul d you ever have investigated -- sorry. Let ne
start over again.

VWhile you were at the Sheriff's Departnent,
woul d you ever open a crimnal investigation wthout
a |l egal basis to do so?

A. No, sir.

Q And would -- and did Sheriff Villanueva ever

ask you to open a crimnal investigation without a
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| egal basis to do so?

A. No, sir.

Q And woul d you have opened a crim nal
investigation if Sheriff Villanueva asked you to do
it if there wasn't the proper predication or |egal
basis to do it?

MR. NEACH: Object. Lacks foundation.
I nconpl et e hypot hetical .
You can answer.
THE W TNESS: No, sir.
BY MR. DI BONA:
Q Did anyone ever ask to -- sorry, excuse ne.
Ot her than this deposition, did anyone ever
ask -- interview you about Esther Lim or Mx
Hunt sman' s conpl ai nt s?

A. No, sir.

Q Did anyone, to your know edge, ever reach
out to you about -- about interview ng you regarding
Max Hunt sman or Esther Lim s conplaints?

A. No, sir.

Q And did anyone ever reach out to you about
interviewi ng Sheriff Villanueva?

A. No, sir.

Q While you were the Assistant Sheriff under

Sheriff Villanueva, if soneone had wanted to

11: 50: 03

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

50:

Page 75

05

06

10

12

15

17

18

20

21

21

23

26

29

34

36

36

39

42

45

46

49

53

54

58

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127



Amelia Sanchez
Highlight


Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC  Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25 Page 254 of 359
Page ID #:6481

EXHIBIT 29



Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25
Page ID #:6482

Page 255 of 359

1 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

3
4 ALEX VILLANUEVA, )
)
5 Plaintiff, )
)
6 )
VS. )Case No.: 2:24-cv-04979
7 ) SVW (JCx)

)

8 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, COUNTY )
OF LOS ANGELES SHERIFF’'S

9 DEPARTMENT, LOS ANGELES COUNTY )
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY )

10 EQUITY OVERSIGHT PANEL, LOS )
ANGELES COUNTY OFFICE OF )

11 INSPECTOR GENERAL, CONSTANCE )
KOMOROSKI, MERCEDES CRUZ, )

12 ROBERTA YANG, LAURA LECRIVAIN, )
SERGIO V. ESCOBEDO, RON )

13 KOPPERUD, ROBERT G. LUNA, = )
MAX-GUSTAF HUNTSMAN, ESTHER )

14 LIM, and DOES 1 to 100, )

inclusive,

15
Defendants. )

16 )
17 ,
18 DEPOSITION OF:
19 SERGIO V. ESCOBEDO
20 CONDUCTED VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE
21 Friday, March 14, 2025
22
23

24 REPORTED BY:
Kyle Miller
25 CSR No. 13282

2 CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, WESTERN DIVISION
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1 SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

2 FOR THE COUNTY OF [!COUNTY]
3
4 ALEX VILLANUEVA, )
)
5 Plaintiff, )
)
6 )
VS. )Case No.: 2:24-cv-04979
7 ) SVW (JCx)

)

8 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, COUNTY )
OF LOS ANGELES SHERIFF'S

9 DEPARTMENT, LOS ANGELES COUNTY )
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY )

10 EQUITY OVERSIGHT PANEL, LOS )
ANGELES COUNTY OFFICE OF )

11 INSPECTOR GENERAL, CONSTANCE )
KOMOROSKI, MERCEDES CRUZ, )

12 ROBERTA YANG, LAURA LECRIVAIN,)
SERGIO V. ESCOBEDO, RON )

13 KOPPERUD, ROBERT G. LUNA, )
MAX-GUSTAF HUNTSMAN, ESTHER )

14 LIM, and DOES 1 to 100, )
inclusive,

15

Defendants. )
16 )

17

18

19 Deposition of Sergio V. Escobedo, Volume 1, taken
20 on behalf of the Plaintiff, before Kyle Miller,

21 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 13282 and Registered
22 Professional Reporter for the State of California,

23 commencing on Friday, March 14, 2025, via

24 videoconference, beginning at 10:06 a.m. and ending at

25 2:04 p.m.
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11
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1 APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL:

FOR THE PLAINTIFF:

SHEGERIAN & ASSOCIATES, INC.
By: Alex DiBona, Attorney-at-Law
11520 San Vicente Boulevard

Los Angeles, California 90049

(310) 860-0770
adibona@shegerianlaw.com

FOR THE DEFENDANTS:

MILLER BARONDESS, LLP

By: Jason H. Tokoro, Attorney-at-Law
Steven Williamson, Attorney-at-Law

2121 Avenue of the Stars

Suite 2600
Los Angeles, California 90067

(310) 552-4400
jtokoro@millerbardondess.com

ALSO PRESENT:

Alex Villanueva
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1 relations to any incidents occurring within the

2 County of Los Angeles that they may need to be aware of.
3 Q. Andyou said it was -- excuse me.

4 Is it fair you got promoted to this position

5 in approximately December of 2024, just a few months
6 ago; is that right?

7 A. Officially December 9, 2024, | was promoted

8 to acting chief, but | was in the office a month prior

9 as an on-loan position.

10 Q. Andwho made the decision to promote you?
11 A. Sheriff Luna.

12 Q. Uh-huh,

13 Did you have to interview to be promoted, or

14 was that simply something that you were told you were
15 going to be promoted to?

16 A. |wasrecommended to the position by the

17 former chief of staff. And so the month | was on loan
18 was essentially my trial basis, and the sheriff promoted
19 me --

20 Q. Andthen --

21 A, --based on my performance.

22 Q. --who was the former chief of staff that

23 recommended you?

24  A. Now-Assistant Sheriff Jason Skeen.

25 Q. What is your understanding of the role of
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1 Q. Allright. Sodo you have a recollection one

2 way or another if either Mr. Huntsman or Ms. Lim

3 received notification that there was a --

4 Sheriff Villanueva violated department policy?

5 MR. TOKORO: Objection. Lacks foundation and calls
6 for speculation, given his prior testimony.

7 But you can answer.

8 THE WITNESS: | don't recall.

9 BY MR. DIBONA:

10 Q. Do you see here the words, "You should be

11 aware that Alex Villanueva has the right to grieve

12 and/or otherwise appeal this recommended determination"?
13 MR. TOKORO: Document speaks for itself. No need
14 to ask the witness to confirm what the document says.
15 But you can answer.

16 THE WITNESS: | do see that.

17 BY MR. DIBONA:

18 Q. Andis it your understanding that

19 Alex Villanueva did have the right to appeal the

20 CEQ's -- sorry -- the CEOP's recommendation that he have
21 a "do not rehire" notation on top of his file?

22 A. He would not have a right for grievance.

23 Q. Uh-huh.

24 And Ron Kopperud is the person who signed

25 this; correct?
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1 A. It's his name under the title, originally

2 signed. | don't know if he signed it or not. That's --
3 I'd have to see a signed letter.

4 Q. Anddoyou have a -- fair to say, did

5 Ron Kopperud -- or "Kopperud" -- ever show you this
6 letter before he sent it?

7 A. Notthat I recall.

8 Q. Anddo you have any explanation for why

9 there's a letter signed by one of your reports that

10 incorrectly says Alex Villanueva has a right to grieve
11 or appeal?

12 A. No.

13 THE REPORTER: And that was Exhibit 5, for the

14 record.
15 MR. DIBONA: Yes, it was.
16 (Exhibit 5 marked)

17 BY MR. DIBONA:

18 Q. Allright. And, sir, for the purposes of

19 sending a subpoena only, can you please put your

20 residential address on the record.

21  MR. TOKORO: Same objection as with all the other
22 depositions. That's private information. I'm

23 instructing the witness not to answer.

24 | know your position. You know ours. Happy

25 to meet and confer and also happy to discuss further off
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1
2 I, Kyle Miller, CSR No. 13282, certify:
3 That the foregoing proceedings were taken

4 before me at the time and place herein set forth; that

5 prior to testifying, the deponent was placed under oath;

6 that a verbatim record of the proceedings was made by me
7 using machine shorthand which was thereafter transcribed
8 under my direction; further, that the foregoing is an

9 accurate transcription thereof.

10 The deponent's review, correction, and

11 signing of the transcript was requested.

12 The dismantling, unsealing, or unbinding of

13 the original or certified transcript will render the

14 reporter's certificate null and void.

15 | further certify that | am not financially

16 interested in the action and that | am not a relative

17 nor an employee of any attorney or party to this action.

18

19 Dated this 31st day of March, 2025.

20

2 z i

22

Kyle Miller
23 CSR NO. 13282

24
25
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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
CENTRAL DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A, WESTERN DI VI SI ON

ALEX VI LLANUEVA,

PLAI NTI FF, CASE NO.
VS. 2:24-cv-04979
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, COUNTY SVW (JCx)

OF LOS ANGELES SHERI FF' S
DEPARTMENT, LOS ANGELES COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS, COUNTY
EQUI TY OVERSI GHT PANEL,
LOS ANGELES COUNTY OFFI CE OF
| NSPECTOR GENERAL, CONSTANCE
KOMOROSKI , MERCEDES CRUZ,
ROBERT A. YANG, LAURA LECRI VAIN,)
SERG O V. ESCOBEDO, RON )
KOPPERUD, ROBERT G. LUNA, )
MAX- GUSTAF HUNTSMAN, ESTHER LI M)
AND DOES 1 TO 100, | NCLUSI VE, )
DEFENDANTS. )

)

N N’ N N N N N N N N N

VI DEOTAPED DEPOSI TI ON OF MARK LI LLI ENFELD
MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2024

REPORTED BY

KI MBERLY EDELEN, CSR. NO. 9042, CRR, RPR
JOB NO. 7246491

PAGES 1 - 72
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1 VI DEOTAPED DEPOSI TI ON OF MARK LI LLI ENFELD, TAKEN

2 ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANTS, AT 10:01 A.M PODT,

3 MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2024, AT 2121 AVENUE OF THE STARS,

4 SU TE 2600, LOS ANGELES, CALI FORNI A, BEFORE

5 KI MBERLY A. EDELEN, CSR NO. 9042, CRR, RPR

6

7 APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL

8

9 FOR THE PLAI NTI FF:

10 SHEGERI AN & ASSCCI ATES

11 BY: ALEX DI BONA, ESQ

12 11520 SAN VI CENTE BOULEVARD

13 LOS ANGELES, CALI FORNI A 90049
310. 860. 0770

14 ADI BONA@HEGERI ANLAW COM

15

16 FOR THE DEFENDANTS:

17 M LLER BARONDESS, LLP

18 BY: BRI AN NEACH, ESQ

19 2121 AVENUE OF THE STARS

20 SUl TE 2600

21 LOS ANGELES, CALI FORNI A 90067

22 310. 552. 4400

23 BNEACH@M LLERBARONDESS. COM

24

25 ALSO PRESENT: TRI STAN KNUDSEN, VI DEOGRAPHER
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| NDE X
W TNESS EXAM NATI ON PAGE
MARK LI LLI ENFELD
BY MR NEACH 7, 66
BY MR DI BONA 56, 68

QUESTI ONS NOT ANSWERED BY DEPONENT

PAGE LI NE
36 6
36 15
51 19
53 4
53 11
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EXHI BI TS
NO. PAGE DESCRI PTI ON

EXH BIT 1 11 DEFENDANT COUNTY OF LGOS
ANGELES AMENDED NOTI CE OF
SUBPOENA TO TESTI FY AT A
DEPCSI TION IN A CIVIL
ACTI ON TO MARK LI LLI ENFELD
EXH BIT 2 52 ARTI CLE TI TLED " SHERI FF
HI RES CORRUPTI ON
| NVESTI GATOR ACCUSED OF
POSI NG AS DEPUTY"

REFERENCED EXHI BI TS PREVI OQUSLY MARKED

NO. DESCRI PTI ON

EXH BI' T 20 ARTI CLE TI TLED " THE VI LLANUEVA SAGA
GETS ODDER AND MORE DESTRUCTI VE"

EXH BI T 27 ARTI CLE TI TLED " DETECTI VE ACCUSED OF

G VI NG NAZ| - LI KE SALUTE RESI GNS FROM
SOUTH PASADENA POCLI CE DEPARTMENT"

Page 4

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127




Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page ID #:6494

Page 267 of 359

LOS ANGELES, CALI FORNI A; MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2024,

10: 01 A-M PDT

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Good norning. W're
going on the record at 10:01 a.m on the 14th of
April 2025.

Pl ease note the m crophones are sensitive
and may pick up whispering and private
conversations. Please nmute your phones at this
tinme.

Audi o and video recording will continue to
take place unless all parties agree to go off the
record.

This is Media Unit No. 1 of the
vi deo-recorded deposition of Mark Lillienfeld taken
by counsel for defendant in the matter of
Al ex Villanueva versus County of Los Angel es,
et al., filed in the United States District Court,
Central District of California, Western Division,
Case No. 2:24-cv-04979 SVW (JCx).

The | ocation of this deposition is
M Il er Barondess, LLP, 2121 Avenue of the Stars,
Suite 2600, Los Angeles, California 90067.

My name is Tristan Knudsen representing
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Veritext Legal Solutions, and |I'mthe videographer
today. | amnot related to any party in this action
nor am | financially interested in the outcone.

If there are any objections -- if there are
any objections to proceeding, please state them at
the time of your appearance.

Counsel and all present will now state
their appearances and affiliations for the record
begi nning with the noticing attorney, please.

MR. NEACH: Good morning. Brian Neach of
M |l er Barondess, LLP representing the defendants in
this case.

MR. DI BONA: Good morning. Alex DiBona of
Shegerian & Associ ates on behal f of the plaintiff
Al ex Vill anueva.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Thank you

WIIl the court reporter please introduce
herself and swear in the witness.

THE REPORTER: Pursuant to Business and
Pr of essi ons Code 8016(b)(1) and (2), my nane is
Ki m Edel en and ny CSR numnber is 9042.

Woul d you raise your right hand, please

You do solemmly swear the testinony you're
about to give shall be the truth, the whole truth

and nothing but the truth?
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THE W TNESS: | do.

THE REPORTER: Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR. NEACH

Q Good norning, sir.

A Good nor ni ng.

Q If you wouldn't mind, if you could state
your nane and spell it for the court reporter.

A Mark Lillienfeld, Ma-r-Kk,
L-i-I-I-i-e-n-f-e-1-d.

Q Al right. Have you had your deposition
t aken before?

A Yes, sir.

Q Ckay. How many tinmes, do you think?

A 30.

Q 30.

Okay. So |I'mgoing to spare you goi ng over
all of the basic ground rules, but you understand
you're testifying under oath, correct?

A | do.

Q Okay. And then just let nme finish ny
question, and I'll let you finish your answer so we
get a clean record.

Does that make sense?
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A It does.

Q Ckay. Are there any health issue or
concerns that are requiring you to take any
nmedi cation that mght inpact your nmenory at all?

A No.

Q Ckay. Any reason why you can't give your
best testinony today?

A No.

Q Okay. When was the last time you had your
deposition taken?

A 2022.

Q Okay. Do you recall what case that was?

A | do not.

Q Okay. Was it -- did it grow out of your

work with the Sheriff's Departnment?

A Yes.
Q Ckay. Were you a party or were you just a
Wi t ness?

A W t ness.

Q You don't recall who the parties were?
A | do not.
Q Are you currently a party in any |lawsuit,

plaintiff or defendant?
A I am not.

Q Have you ever been a plaintiff or defendant
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1 in a lawsuit?

2 A No.

3 Q Okay. | -- |I'mguessing, but | guess a

4 pretty educated guess, have you testified in court
5 bef ore?

6 A | have.

7 Q How many ti nes?

8 A 300.

9 Q Yeah.
10 And those are -- nost of those are -- were
11 all of those in connection with when you were
12 serving at the Sheriff's Department?
13 A Yes.

14 Q Ckay. Have you had phone conversations
15 with M. DiBona, who's sitting next to you?

16 A Yes.

17 Q How many tinmes -- when is the last tine you
18 tal ked to himon the phone?

19 A | believe a week before |ast.
20 Q Okay. How |l ong was that conversation?
21 A About three m nutes.
22 Q Okay. Is this the first tine you met him
23 in person?
24 A It is.
25 Q Okay. What was the substance of your
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t hree-m nute phone call, if you recall?

A The fact that | was not represented by
counsel during this deposition.

Q Ckay. And what did he tell you in
connection with that?

A That | could hire my own counsel.

Q Uh- huh.

Did you do anything to prepare for the

deposition today?

A |'ve thought about it.
Q Did you | ook at any docunents?
A | am not in possession of any documents.

Q Ckay. Did you speak to anybody about your
deposition?

A | spoke to, | believe, an associate of
yours naned Jason Tokoro.

Q Uh- huh.

A And | spoke to a gentleman from County
Counsel who's last nane is Bavafa, B-a-v-a-f-a,
| believe.

Q Ckay.

A I mght be wong in that spelling and
pronunci ati on.

Q Ckay. And that conversation was to see if

they woul d represent you in this deposition?
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A Yes.

Q And they said they would not?

A Correct.

MR. NEACH: |'mgoing to mark as
Exhibit 1..
(Deposition Exhibit 1
was marked for identification.)
MR. NEACH: | guess | made nore copies than
| needed. Thank you.
BY MR. NEACH:

Q So what |'ve put in front of you, sir, as
Exhibit 1 is -- it's a caption page, "Defendant
County of Los Angel es' Anended Notice of Subpoena to
Testify at a Deposition in a Civil Action to
Mark Lillienfeld."

Do you recognize this docunent?

A I do.

Q Okay. You were served this by M. Tokoro?

A By his representative, yes. And thank you
and thank him for taking my hone address off of it.

Q You' re wel come. Good

At the bottom there's sone nunbered pages,
like, "Exhibit 1," if you go to the next few pages.

A Yes.

Q Go to the one that says "Exhibit 1 -
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Page 9." 10: 08:
A You know what, | go from Page 8 to Page 12 10: 08:

in this exhibit. 10: 08:
Q Al right. 10: 09:

A Yes, sir. 10: 09:

Q Ch, oh, oh. Let ne see. | neant at the 10: 09:
bottom It says -- at the very bottom it says 10: 09:
"Exhibit 1 - Page 9." 10: 09:
But over -- 10: 09:

A Ch, I"'msorry. Yes, | see that. MW -- ny 10: 09:
bad. 10: 09:
Q No problem No problem 10: 09:

I think you've already kind of answered 10: 09:

this question, but |I've just got to go through it. 10: 09:
So there's several docunent requests. Did 10: 09:

you | ook through these requests at all? 10: 09:
A Yes, sir, | did. 10: 09:

Q Okay. And did you check anything or -- 10: 09:
whet her it be a computer or any paper files to see 10: 09
if you had any docunents that m ght be responsive? 10: 09
A I did not because | didn't have to because 10: 09:

| knew that | was not in possession of any of the 10: 09
docunents that you're requesting here. 10: 09:
Q Ckay. So it's just you know that you don't 10: 09:
retain on your conputer any docunents related to 10: 09:
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your enploynent with the L. A Sheriff?
A That is correct.

Q Ckay. And you don't retain any paper

A That is correct.

Q Ckay. So you didn't bother |ooking for
sonmet hi ng you knew you didn't have, right?

A That is correct.

Q Okay. If you don't mind if you just tel
me what your educational background is, starting
wi th high school.

A A high school grad, |'ve got about three
and a half years of college

Q Okay. Where was that?

A Western Illinois University, Los Angel es
Val l ey College and California State University,
Los Angel es.

Q Okay. Do you have any certifications?

A I have a basic, an intermedi ate and

advanced POST certificates.

Q And what are those in relation to?
A My enpl oynent as a peace officer.
Q In the deposition testinony that you

recently gave, do you renmenber what the substance of

it was?
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A I'"msorry, | don't.

Q Ckay. And then do you remenber when you
got deposed before that?

A Probably around -- oh, you know, during
CovI D.

Q Ckay. Do you recall what that case was?

A | do not.

Q Ckay. Let's see.

Well, | know you worked at the Sheriff's
Departnent. So before you started work -- well,
when did you start working at the Sheriff's
Depart nent ?

A Decenber 18th, 1980.

Q Okay. And was that started as training?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And did that last, what, |ike
roughly six nonths?

A The acadeny is about four nmonths | ong.

Q And then where did you go after training?

A I nmat e Reception Center, Custody Division.

(Clarification by the Reporter.)
BY MR. NEACH:
Q How | ong were you there?
A One year, one week and six days.

Q Okay. And after that, sir?
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A I went to patrol.

Q Whi ch station?

A Fi restone.

Q Whi ch one was that?

A Firestone. It no |onger exists.

Q I was going to say...

How | ong were you at the Firestone station?

A About five years.

Q Okay. That gets us to roughly 1986 or so?

A Roughl y, vyes.

Q And then after being patrol at Firestone,
what did you do?

A I was a detective at Firestone al so during
that time period.

Q Ch, okay.

During that five-year period?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. Did that involve a pronotion?

A Yes.

Q Okay. What was the pronotion?

A Detective is both a rank and an assi gnnent
on the Sheriff's Departnent.

Q Okay. And then after Firestone station,
what did you do?

A | worked out of the Office of the Sheriff
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very briefly conducting criminal investigations.

Q Ckay. "Briefly,"” less than a year?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And then after that?

A I was a detective very briefly for about
three nonths in the Forgery Fraud Division.

Q Okay. | have a feeling there's going to be
quite a few nmovenents by you.

After that, sir, what did you do?

A | was a detective in what was then called
t he Special Investigations Bureau, prison gang
section.

Q And how | ong were you in that role?

A About three years.

Q What does that division refer to now or
does it no |onger exist?

A That -- that bureau is now called Mjor
Cri mes Bureau

Q Ckay. And then after your three years
there what did you do?

A | prompted to another rank in the detective

classification and I went to Hom ci de Bureau.

Q Ckay. How long were you there?
A 24 years, alnpst 25 years.
Q So that takes us to when in your tineline?
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A August 10t h, 2016.

Q That's a long tinme on honicide.

A Yes, sir.

Q Ckay. So after the -- after August 10t h,
2016, you | eave Honi ci de Bureau and do what?

A Vell, | was retired. | was hired
subsequent to that by the then-elected District
Attorney Jackie Lacey, and | worked as a civilian
contract investigator in what was then called the
Conviction Review Unit of the Appellate Division

Q And general ly what does that unit do?

A It reviews convictions that are
guestionabl e or new evidence has cone to light. It
is associated with the Habeas Litigation Unit, and

it investigates clainms of innocence by convicted

peopl e.
Q | see.
And was that a full-tine position?
A It was at the tinme, yes. It was a contract

position but, yes.

Q Ckay. So at that time, you were retired
fromthe Sheriff's Departnent, right?

A That is correct.

Q Ckay. And how long did you do that?

A About a year and a half.
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Q So then we get to, what, 20187
A Roughly, vyes.
Q Okay. And then what happens in your
career?
A In 2018, Alex Villanueva was el ected
sheriff, and I had met himthrough a nutual friend.
And in 2019, | hired back on the Sheriff's
Departnent as a part-tinme detective, what they cal
a 120-day enpl oyee, as those enployees are limted
in the nunber of hours they can work per year
wi t hout affecting their pension.
Q | see.
And what was your position -- | guess --
I et me rephrase that.
You were hired on as a detective, right?
A Yes.
Q And what sort of things would you be

i nvestigating?

A Al | egati ons of public corruption.

Q Was this a new -- what would you call it?
Is it a task force or a -- what would you call it?

A I would not call it a task force. It was a

nemy forned unit that | was assigned to help create
and manage

Q Do you know how many menbers of the unit
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there were?

A The hi ghest nunber, | believe, was eight
detectives and a |ieutenant.

Q And is this just one of the things you were

doing, or was this the only thing you were doing?

A That was primarily the only thing | was
doi ng.
Q And how nuch time was that taking?
A Again, it was -- you know, | was limted to

20 hours a week or 960 hours in a 12-nonth peri od,
so it varied. | mean, sone weeks | would work 40 or

50 hours and then not work for a couple weeks. So

it varied so that | could fulfill those tine
limtations.
Q Ri ght .

Were you the head of this unit?

A I was not.

Q Who was the head of the unit?

A The |ieutenant in charge of the unit.

Q And who was that?

A There were two of them The first
i eutenant was G enn Walsh. denn is Gl-e-n-n
And the second lieutenant was Andy Myers. And Myers
is Me-y-e-r-s.

Q So were you reporting to the |ieutenants?

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

18:

18:

18:

18:

18:

18:

18:

18:

18:

18:

18:

18:

18:

18:

18:

19:

19:

19:

19:

19:

19:

19:

19:

19:

19:

Page 19

13

15

18

31

32

35

36

37

39

42

47

51

53

56

56

01

03

04

06

09

10

12

21

27

40

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127




Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page ID #:6509

Page 282 of 359

A Yes.

Q Did you have direct reports to you?

A I'"msorry?

Q Did you have direct -- did you have people

directly reporting to you?

A No. Not reporting to me, no.

Q And then how | ong were you on this -- part
of this unit?

A From July of 2019 until January of 202' --
give me one second -- '23.

Q And why did you | eave?

A A new sheriff was elected and he di sbanded
the unit. Because | was a hire-back enpl oyee, | was
an at-will enployee, so he thanked me for ny service

and told me it was no | onger needed.
Q Sheriff Luna?
A That is correct.
Q Uh- huh.

VWhile you were a part of this unit, do you
recall any -- well, what did you call -- anybody who
was being investigated, what did you call then?

Subj ect ?
A No. If there was an allegation of crimna
conduct against a particular person, they're

suspects of a crine.
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Q Okay. So what was the process? Was
there -- would there be an intake for getting
compl ai nts about a particular kind of crine and it
woul d get reported to your unit?

A Yes.

Q And it was related to public corruption
specifically?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall any of the suspects that you
i nvestigated while you were there?

A Yes.

Q Whi ch ones?

A | apol ogi ze. A nunmber of them | can't
identify by name. A nunber of them | can't
identify ny nane.

There was a nunber of people in governnent
who were accused of wrongdoing. One of them was an
executive on the Sheriff's Departnent who had
retired and he was accused of perjuring hinself
during a civil service hearing.

And then there was a allegation of theft
froma enployee working for the City of Carson in
t he Mai ntenance Departnent, | believe.

There was an all egation of wongdoing --

crim nal wrongdoing on the part of a firefighter
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froma smaller incorporated city within Los Angel es
County. | apologize. | don't even renember the
city. It was sonewhere in the San Gabriel Valley.

And then there were other cases of
wr ongdoi ng, crimnal wongdoing, which is why we're
here today, obviously, fromthe forner
constitutional police advisor, the inspector
general, an L. A Times reporter, another attorney, a
deputy inspector general, and then a Sheriff's
Departnent civilian enpl oyee that worked for the
constitutional police advisor.

And there were -- there were mscellaneous
ot her crim nal open active cases that were assigned
to that unit that | didn't necessarily handle on a
personal |evel but | was aware of them

Q Was Max Huntsman one of the ones that were

i nvesti gat ed?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Did you have personal involvenent in
t hat ?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall how that case cane to your
unit?

A Yes.

Q How did it come to your unit?
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A A nunmber of citizens and governnent

enpl oyees had conpl ai ned to the then-candi date
Al ex Villanueva regardi ng what they believed to be
crim nal conduct.

| believe at sonme point in time after the
el ection and after Alex Villanueva was sworn in as
the sheriff of Los Angeles County, an audit was
conduct ed of databases containi ng personnel records,
and it was during that audit that it was reveal ed
that a | arge number of personnel records were

downl oaded from a secured database onto a externa

hard drive, | believe.
And so that -- because they were protected
under the Penal Code, that -- that audit initiated a

crimnal investigation of the theft of these files.

Q And then what did you do to get that
i nvestigation going, personally?

A I did a bunch of interviews, | collected as
much evidence as | could that was avail able, and,
you know, went down the path to determ ne what, if
any, crime had occurred and what evidence woul d be
avail able to prove or disprove that the crine
occurred.

Q Do you know what the results of the

Hunt sman was, specifically?
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A Yes.
Q What was the result?
A M. Huntsman woul d be a unindicted

co-conspirator in a case that is currently being
prosecuted by the Attorney General of California
under the notation or the heading of the People

versus Diana Marie Teran, T-e-r-a-n.

Q So charges were filed against her, right?
A That's correct.
Q Were -- charges were not filed against

M. Huntsman, right?

A That is correct.

Q Had you provi ded any recommendati on or
suggestion that there should be charges filed
agai nst M. Huntsman?

A | did not. | presented that case to the
California Attorney Ceneral, and subsequently those
charges were fil ed.

Q When you say "those charges were filed,"

the ones against Ms. Teran, right?

A That is correct.
Q But not against M. Huntsman?
A That is correct.

Q How about Esther Lim did you do any kind

of -- wait, | always get her name w ong.
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Do you know who Esther Limis?

A I know the nanme. | don't know the woman
and. ..

Q It is Esther, though, right?

A | believe so, yes.

Q I spent a deposition calling her Edith Lim

the whole tinme, so they kept rem nding ne.
So did you do any -- were you personally
i nvol ved in any investigation of her?
A I was not.
Q Ckay. Are you aware of any sort of

complaint being filed with respect to her?

A I am not.

Q OCkay. Have you net Max Huntsman in person?

A I never have. | have never shook his hand.
I've been in the same roomwith him |'ve never

been introduced to him no.
Q Is that the sanme for Esther Linf
A Absol utely.
Actually, no. |'ve never -- | don't think
|'ve ever seen her in person even.
Q Okay. So getting back to -- you said you
met M. Villanueva through a friend.
VWho was the friend?

A Attorney M chael Gol df eder
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Go-l-d-f-e-d-e-r

Q And so how did you -- well, how did that
come -- you al ready knew M ke Gol df eder?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And he introduced you to

M. Vill anueva?

A That's correct.

Q Ckay. You had not net -- your paths had
not -- what year was that?

A 2018.

Q By that tine, was M. Villanueva already

el ected as sheriff?

A He was not.

Q Had he announced that he was running,
t hough?

A He was a candi date, yes.

Q And do you know t he purpose for your

i ntroduction to M. Villanueva by M. GCol df eder?

A Yes.
Q What was the reason?
A To discuss the viability of hiring me back

on the Sheriff's Departnent as a part-tine
detective.
Q I's Mchael Gol df eder your persona

attorney?
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A He is not.
Q Ckay. Does he work for the County?
A He does not.

Q Do you know who he works for?

A | do not.

Q Do you know i f he practices crinminal |aw or
civil |aw?

A | believe both.

Q Okay. And so did M. Gol df eder contact you
by phone and say "I think 1'd like you to neet
Al ex Villanueva"?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And was your first contact with
M. Villanueva by phone?

A No. | met himin person

Q Okay. So you had never bunped into himall

those years on the force?

A | don't believe so, no.
Q Do you consider Alex Villanueva a friend?
A No. I'mfriendly with him [|'ve never --

I don't know that |'ve ever had a Coca-Cola or a cup
of coffee with him

Q Ckay.

A But I"'mfriendly with him

Q When is the last tine you tal ked to hinr
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A I n person was probably a couple of -- you
know, about six nmonths ago, | spoke to himbriefly
at a funeral service.

Q And then when is the last tine you tal ked

to himon the phone?

A I would guess at |east a year or nore.

Q Okay. Has he ever discussed this |awsuit
with you?

A No.

Q Ckay.

A I wasn't aware of this lawsuit until | was

subpoenaed for it.

Q Ckay. Did you do any work to figure out
what's at issue in this case?

A Not a thing.

Q The | ess you know the better, right?

A No. | just -- it's not that |I don't --
| mean, | care. |It's just I'mnot a party to the
suit, so the answer is no.

Q Okay. So when's the last time -- or have

you ever got lunch or dinner with M. Villanueva?

A Never .
Q Has he ever invited you to a party?
A Yes. | believe it was a -- | believe it

was a birthday celebration. And it was at a
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restaurant/bar in East Los Angeles on Oynpic. And

| attended that, and that was about -- that had to
be around 2019 or sonething.
Q Ckay. Do you know his famly?

A I've met his wife a couple of tines.

| cannot renmenmber her first name, to be honest with

you.

Q Ckay.

A Vi vi an.

Q Nice. Well done.

Do you exchange text nessages with
M. Villanueva?

A Not now, no. | did during the course and
scope of ny enploynent when | was working as a
deputy sheriff and | had a County cell phone, yes.

Q You don't have that cell phone anynore?

A | do not.

Q Do you know John Satterfield?

A Yes.

Q When's the last tinme you talked to
John Satterfield?

A Before the el ection of Robert Luna which
was in, | believe, November of -- again, ny
apol ogi es, November of '23. So it was before that,

the last time | spoke with him
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Q Then how about Ti m Murakani,

M u-r-a-k-a-mi, have you talked to himin the past?

A | spoke to himabout five or six nonths
ago.

Q What was the substance of that discussion?

A That's a great question. And it was not
work-related. It was -- | want to say it had to do
wi th Hawaii .

Q Ckay.

A And | really -- | really don't recall

Q Ckay. It didn't have anything to do with
this lawsuit?
A No.

I think I can add to that, which of course
| shouldn't, but I will. | believe he and | texted
each other maybe a nonth or two ago regarding this
| awsuit regarding getting representation, and he was
al most as pissed off as | was that he wasn't able to
get counsel to represent him

Q Okay. So he didn't talk to you after his

deposition which happened in the past --

A No.
Q -- coupl e weeks?
A No.

Q So while you were -- the Public Corruptions
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Unit?

A Yes.

Q You know what |'m saying when | talk -- you
know what |'mreferring to --

A That's correct. That's the right term

Q How often were you interacting directly
with Sheriff -- with the sheriff, Villanueva?
A Very rarely. | would see him noderately

often. And defining that would be, you know, maybe
once every two weeks | would see himin the hallway
or run into him But | had very, very m ni mal
interactions with himregarding ny work at that --
at the unit.

The first thing I did when | got there was
drafted a letter for himto sign recusing hinself
fromall of the crimnal inquiries and appointing,
for the linmted purpose of those crinmna
i nvestigations, the undersheriff as the person to be
t he deci si on-maker regarding final decisions on
those things so that he was recused fromthose
t hi ngs.

So we stuck to that pretty religiously and
never really spoke about the crinmna
i nvesti gations.

Q And was the undersheriff at the tine of
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t hat del egation, was that Ti m Murakam ?

A No. It was Ray, and | think it's R-e-vy,
Leyva, L-e-y-v-a.

Q And he wasn't undersheriff for too |ong,
t hough, right?

A Correct.

Q Yeah.

Did you have any di scussions with anybody

about his replacenent or his being replaced as

undersheri ff?

A Leyva' s?
Q Yeah.
A No.

If I could expound on that, it nmight save
you sone grief with your future questions.

There are nine ranks in the Sheriff's
Departnment. | can't tell you how |l ow ny rank was
but it was curb level, and the elected sheriff, of
course, is the highest rank.

So the interaction between those two ranks
is pretty limted, if that will help you formul ate
your questions regarding ne giving advice or input
or guidance into at |east those kinds of decisions.

Q Uh- huh. | appreciate that.

Goi ng back to the -- revert back to your
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tinmeline real quick. | probably lost track. | was
trying to take notes on this. Let me play a little
cat ch- up.
So you were hired back on in 2018.
A 2019.
Q 20109.
Ri ght. Because he wins the election in
Novenber of '18, and then he starts being sheriff,
i ke, sonewhere in December of '18?
A Correct.
Q Ckay. And then you're contacted in 2019?
A Well, in order to get rehired, | had to go
through the entire hiring process again.
Q Ri ght .
Was this first idea of you being rehired

was a conversation that was set up by the

attorney -- |I've forgotten his nane -- M chael and
you and M. -- and the sheriff?
A That's correct.

Q Okay. And did the sheriff explain that he
was starting a new unit and wanted sonme help with
it?

A He expl ai ned that during the canpaign, he
was approached repeatedly by attorneys, nedia,

citizens, the electorate about -- about public
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corruption in Los Angel es.

And when | had the neeting with him that's
what he expl ai ned, and he wanted -- he was a little
bit unaware of how public corruption investigations
occurred in Los Angel es County.

I, at one tinme, worked on loan to the FB
in a Public Corruption Unit. He knew that | had
t hat experience, and so that was really the primry
purpose of the neeting. | don't even know -- and
can't recall if at that time during that meeting he
had in his head the idea to form w thin the
Sheriff's Departnment, a Public Corruption Unit.

Q | see.
Okay. So you were kind of on the ground

floor starting this?

A Yes, sir
Q Ckay. And -- sorry. | had a question that
popped in ny head, and it's -- it will come back.

Have you had any di scussions with

M. Villanueva about hi m bei ng designated "Do Not

Rehire"?
A I have not.
Q So he's never talked to you about any

emotional distress that he m ght be suffering

because of being designated "Do Not Rehire"?

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

40:

Page 34

41

43

45

48

52

54

57

00

04

06

09

14

16

18

19

21

21

33

44

46

51

53

57

59

01

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127




Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page ID #:6524

Page 297 of 359

A He has not.

Q Ch, so do you know, when a -- going back to
this initial neeting with the sheriff, did he
mention to you how your nane canme up or how -- how
it arose that he wanted to talk to you?

A | believe M. Col dfeder and Vill anueva were
friends, and | believe that's how it cane up.

Q Ch, okay. So he was discussing the idea of
this public corruptions issue, and then

M. Col dfeder felt you were a good person to talk

to?
A | believe that's accurate. | don't know
that for a fact, but yes, | believe that's accurate.
Q Okay. So you're doing work on this Public
Corruptions -- Public Corruption Unit, and then how

| ong do you do that?

A From July of '19 until January of '24 --

l"msorry. Is it '247?

Q I think it's '23.

A | apol ogize. | just don't -- whenever
Robert Luna was sworn -- he was sworn in

Decenber '23, yes, so it was January of '24 that --
when | ended my service.
Q Let's make sure we're right, because

think the election year is '22.
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A You know what, then |I'm screwed up by a
year and | apol ogi ze.
Then if Robert Luna was elected in '22,
| left County service in January of '23. That
sounds right.
Q And | think I -- | apol ogize, because you
actually did say January '23 before.

So after January '23, what do you do next?

A Inny life?

Q In your career, | guess.

A Oh, essentially, none of your business.
Q Well, you were doing some work with

Sout h Pasadena?

A I was.

Q What were you doi ng there?

A Again, |I'mnot going to answer that --
Q You' re not going to answer.

A -- Brian.

Q Do you know i f you have any kind of "Do Not
Rehire" designation fromthe County?
A | am unawar e.
Q Unawar e.
This is actually previously marked
Exhi bit 20. This was marked at Sheriff Villanueva's

deposi tion.
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You're entitled to read the whole thing if
you like.
A Thank you.
Q But do you recognize this article at all?
A | don't.
Q Ckay. And just for the record, it's an
April 1st, 2022 L.A. Tines article.
And on the second page, there's a second

par agr aph.

MR. NEACH. Do you want a copy, Alex?

MR. DI BONA: Yes, please

MR. NEACH: Ckay.

I"ve lost track of it.
BY MR. NEACH

Q The second page, second paragraph, it

says -- it's talking about an interview with the
sheriff. And it said "The interview itself was even
odder, nost notably for the out-of-nowhere
evi dence-free assertion that county I|nspector
General Max Huntsman is a Hol ocaust denier."

Did you have any discussions at the tine
with the sheriff or anybody el se about Max Hunt sman
bei ng an Hol ocaust denier?

A I truly do not recall that.
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I would very nmuch intentionally, |ike
| just testified to previously, keep him out of the
| oop. And the gist of our conversations, "our"
meani ng i ne and Villanueva' s conversations, were
quite frequently about dogs and baseball and, you
know, happenings in, you know, the news and stuff
i ke that.

I never spoke to him about the crinina
i nvestigations on purpose so that if and when the
time came that | was under oath during a crinna
proceeding, | could truthfully testify that he
didn't direct me to do anything and he had no

bearing on the deci sion-making.

And hopefully this will save you sone
gquestions here. |It's possible -- and, again,
| don't have a clear menory of it -- that in sone

setting | had nmentioned that directly to him

I don't have a clear recollection of doing
that. It is -- it is ny menory -- and | could be
wrong, but it is ny nenory that | nentioned this to
the undersheriff, Tinmthy Mirakam , and/or the chief
of staff --

Now |' m drawi ng a bl ank.

Q John Satterfield.

A Thank you. Yes.

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

44.

44

44:

44

44:

44

44:

44

44:

44.

44:

44.

44:

44.

44:

44:

44.

44:

44

45:

45:

45:

45:

45:

45:

Page 38

06

09

12

15

18

21

24

25

27

30

33

36

39

43

45

49

52

57

58

04

09

13

16

19

20

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127




Case 2:24-cv-04979-SVW-JC Document 105-4  Filed 04/28/25

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page ID #:6528

Page 301 of 359

Q Satterfield, S-a-t-t-e-r --
A And that they then inparted it to the
sheri ff.

It is also possible -- because this
i nformati on has zero bearing on a crimnal inquiry,
or at least on nmy crimnal inquiry, it is possible
that | mentioned it directly to the sheriff as a
thing of interest or -- or a thing of in passing
type thing, because it had no bearing on any
el ements of a crime being commtted.

I sinmply do not have a clear recollection
of actually having that direct conversation with the
sheriff. And in the subpoena, there's a reference
to one of the -- here, I'mranbling, not answering
your question directly.

But in the subpoena, there's a reference
to -- to an actual neeting between the sheriff,
nmysel f, the undersheriff, Mirakam , and Satterfield.
And | don't have a clear recollection of that.

There were occasions when the four of us
woul d be together in a room It was pretty rare,
pretty unusual. Again, | amthe |lowest rank on the
department and you're tal king about the No. 1, the
No. 2 and then the No. 1's aide, who was a five or a

six rank above nme. And | just didn't deal with
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t hose people of that rank that often

Q Uh- huh.

A And | hope that hel ps you frame sonme other
guesti ons.

Q It does.

A Good.

Q I just want to make sure | -- because, you

know, what we al ways got to meke sure is that we
cover kind of all the pieces, because if it cones
back at trial and if you have to testify at trial
we don't hear sonmething that's going to surprise us.

A | under st and.

Q So let ne just start that -- so to the
extent you have any kind of menory of a conversation
with any one of those three individuals, the
sheriff, undersheriff or chief of staff, do you

recall at all where that conversation nay have

happened?
A | don't. | don't. I'msorry.
Q You don't have to apol ogize, sir. Just to

the best of your recollection

And -- well, let nme ask it this way: To
the extent you met with any of those three
i ndi vi dual s, whether it was one or at any particul ar

time, it sounds like it wasn't that nmuch, but where
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woul d those neetings tend to take place?

A They're very limted where we'd all be
together in the sanme roomat the sanme place. | can
remenber once or twice being in the undersheriff's
office with both the undersheriff and
Commander Satterfield.

And | can renmenber once or twi ce being
in-- 1 think they call it the executive conference
roomor the -- there's a -- there's a -- next to the
sheriff's office is a small conference roomw th a
table and chairs for maybe eight or ten people, and
| renmenber being in that room at |east once and
maybe twice, with the undersheriff and the
commander .

Q There is a nanme for it, and |'ve forgotten
what it was.

A Sonetimes they call it the sheriff's
library, | believe --

Q The library is what it is.

A -- but there's not a damm book in sight.

Q It was either M. Satterfield or

M. Mirakam that described it as a library.

Does that -- that jives with your menory?
A Yes.
Q Okay. So to the extent there was any
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conversation with -- about Max Huntsman being a
Hol ocaust denier, it would have taken place in
either the library or one of the offices of
M. Satterfield or M. Mirakani, right?

A Yes.

And as a side note, | know why they cal
the library. At one time that was the chanbers of
the presiding judge of the L. A County courts and
that was the law library for his chanbers.

Q Ah, interesting.

A | did know that story, yeah

Q Alittle bit of trivia.

A Yeah.

Q Well, let me ask you this way, too: Wen
you were doing your work, did you conme across
evidence that led you to believe that Max Hunt snman

m ght be a Hol ocaust denier?

A Yes.
Q And what evi dence was that?
A A conversation | had with the woman t hat

was purportedly his housekeeper.

Q And how did you cone to be talking to --

well, do you recall what her nanme is?
A I do not. |'msorry.
Q Do you recall where the conversation
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happened?
A Yes.
Q Where was that?

A The Home Depot on San Fernando Road in the
City of Los Angeles about a mle from

Dodger St adi um

Q And how did you cone to be there?
A I was conducting sporadic surveillance of
M. Huntsman's home and activities. | thought at

first I wasn't quite seeing what | was seeing. But

M. Huntsman never had any garbage and never put any

garbage out on the curb, which was a little -- sane

| ook that you have with furrow ng your eyebrow, kind

of unusual

And it finally came to me that M. Huntsman

sinply doesn't engage those services and he takes
his trash to work or sonewhere else to get rid it
So there's never any trash cans in front of his
home, which, as you're well aware, is a
i nvestigative techni que sanctioned by the
U. S. Supreme Court.

And during one of those surveill ances,
foll owed what | believed to be a housekeeper away
fromhis home in the |late afternoon, early evening,

and | wound up followi ng her to the Hone Depot that
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| just described.

Q Ckay. And so did you ask to talk to her in
the parking lot?

A Actually inside of the store.

Q Okay. And what did she tell you?

A That she works for M. Huntsman, that the
famly is kind and | oving, and she really didn't --
didn't get into -- she told nme a ot of things of a
personal nature that are -- that have no bearing
here or anywhere el se, that everybody's
housekeeper -- | don't know if you have a
housekeeper or anybody el se has a housekeeper, but
your housekeepers have great intimte know edge of
your personal |lives and your feelings and your
opi ni ons and everyt hi ng.

So the one thing she did tell me was that
she -- her English was sonewhat broken. My Spani sh
is very poor, but we were able to -- it was kind of
funny and we | aughed about it.

It was -- in describing the fact that he
didn't believe what the Germans did during
World War 11, she kept conparing it to people that
believe the world is flat.

And there was -- there was a word for that

in Spani sh, and she was able to translate it into
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English for me. And we both kind of |aughed about

that, like sonme people believe the world is flat.
And -- and that was how -- that was how she

was able to relate to nme that subject matter of

M. Huntsman not believing that the Nazi Hol ocaust

had occurred.

Q Did she explain, was it a conversation that
she had directly with him or was it sonething she
overheard? Did you get any know edge of that?

A No, nothing she had overheard. It was
based on literature and things she had seen in the
hone.

Q Ckay. So it's nothing that she heard from
hi n?

A That is correct.

Q Okay. Do you recall what the literature
was that she --

A | do not.

Q Was she able to recall what the literature
was?

A Somewhat, yes, both photographs and witten
literature.

And if | can save you, her interviewis in
my notes. Her interviewis on audio digital tape.

It is in the case file in the possession of the
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Sheriff's Departnment.
I am hoping -- | spoke to your associate,
Jason Tokoro, about you have the power of subpoena.
| would highly recormend that you ask for those
materials fromthe Sheriff's Departnent.
Q And this is -- this would be an

i nvestigative file related to Max Huntsman?

A That is correct.

Q And these were handwitten notes that you
t ook?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall when the conversation took
pl ace?

A | do not.

I can see fromthis L. A Tines article,
it's April '22, so obviously at some point in tinme
before that. And, again, | apologize. | sinmply
don't recall, you know, when. M nenory is that it
was the winter nonths. It was dark somewhat early.
That happens here in California.

Q Uh- huh.

Did you hear anything from-- about
Max Huntsman potentially being a Hol ocaust deni er
from any other source?

A | did not.
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Q Had sonebody directed you to do a
surveillance of the Huntsman house?

A They did not.

Q You did that on your own?
A I did.
Q Did you have -- would you have to report

the surveillance that you're doing to the |ieutenant
that you were working for?

A It would be in ny notes.

Q And your notes would be sonething you'd
turn in as a regular part of things so they know
what you're doing?

A Correct. Well, no.

Q Ckay. How - -

A The answer to that is no.

Q Okay. How would the Iieutenant know you're
doi ng surveillance through your notes?

A I'"msorry. Either you phrased that
gquestion poorly or | answered it poorly.

The |ieutenant would know | was doi ng
surveill ance because 1'd verbally tell him "Hey,
|'"mgoing to be out from4:00 to mdnight sitting in
the car drinking coffee and doing the thing, so, you
know, if sonething happens or | get hit by a drunk

driver or if you want to know why |'m out from
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4:00 to mdnight, this is why."

That's how he woul d know.

Q Ri ght .

A The surveillance would be in nmy notes.
Q Ckay.

A We keep these blue -- well, | keep blue

flip-over notebooks that are actually bound and
manuf actured by the Sheriff's Departnment from --
they're primarily used by hom ci de detectives, but
because | did that for a very long tinme, it's a
great way to -- to keep notes in -- in these blue --
smal | bl ue not ebooks, and then they beconme a

permanent part of the case file.

Q | see. | see.
A So when you subpoena my notes, they'll be
in there.

Q All right. Ws there ever a tinme where you
told the lieutenant you were working for --
specifically on this Public Corruptions Unit, just
that time period, and they said "Why are you" -- you
know, "Don't do that surveillance, that's not
necessary"?

A No.

Q Ckay. |I'msorry.

So at the tinme of this Exhibit 20, this
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April 1, 2022, were you aware that shortly before 10: 56:
this a conplaint was filed by Max Huntsman with 10: 57:
respect to the sheriff? 10: 57:
A I am not. 10: 57:

Q Were you aware that around this tine that a 10: 57:
compl ai nt had been filed by Esther Limw th respect 10: 57:
to the sheriff? 10: 57:
A | am not. 10: 57:

Q Did you have any discussions with the 10: 57:
sheriff about any conplaint that Max Huntsnman had 10: 57:
filed agai nst hinf 10: 57:
A No. 10: 57:

Q At any tinme, did you have a conversation 10: 57:
with the sheriff about any conplaint that Esther Lim 10: 57:
had fil ed agai nst hin® 10: 57:
A No. 10: 57:

Q And same questions, did you have any 10: 57:
conversations with Undersheriff Mirakanm about any 10: 57:
compl ai nt that had been filed by Max Huntsman -- 10: 57:
A No. 10: 57:

Q -- against the sheriff? 10: 57:
Okay. And did you have any discussions 10: 57:

with M. Satterfield about that? 10: 57:
A No. 10: 57:

MR. NEACH: We're just at an hour. Can we 10: 57:
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take a break?

MR. DI BONA: Unh-huh

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This marks the end of
Media No. 1. The tinme is 10:58 a.m W're off the
record.

(Off the record from10:58 - 11:03 a.m)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This marks the begi nning
of Media No. 2. The tine is 11:03 a.m We're on
the record.

BY MR. NEACH:

Q Just a few questions about follow ng up on
t he housekeeper.

So you said you don't renmenber her name?

A | do not.

Q Ckay. She was Hispanic?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Do you recall what she | ooks |ike?

A Yes.

Q What does she | ook |ike?

A About 40 years ol d, shoul der-1ength brown
hair. She was a little bit short, probably
five-foot, five-foot one and about 150 pounds.

Q Any di stinguishing facial characteristics
that you recall?

A No. She was driving an ol der, bl ack
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four-door Toyota Canry. And in ny notes are her
nanme and her date of birth and her cell nunber and
the license plate number to the car

Q I know you previously -- | was going to
cover this topic with you. And you've declined to
answer any -- answer any questions, but | kind of
have to do it just to nmake sure.

A Sure. I'Il politely decline before you
even ask the question.

Q That's fine. So I'mjust -- this is
previously marked Exhibit 27 from M. Villanueva's
deposi tion.

And this has to do with -- it's reporting
about you and the South Pasadena Police Departnent.

Are you declining to answer any questions
regardi ng your work that you did with South Pasadena
Pol i ce Depart ment ?

A Yes.

Q At this time, were you giving presentations
for the Sheriff's Departnent?

A I mnot going to answer that, Brian.

Q So you're not going to answer any
guestions, anything about anything you did from
January '23 forward?

A Regar di ng the South Pasadena Police
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Depart nent ?
Q Let me -- | was trying to just go broader.
Basical ly, you're not going to answer any
guestions about anything in your career from

January '23 to the present?

A If you can explain to me, Brian, how that's
germane to this or the 14 pages of subpoena, | wll
consi der answering that. But until you can explain
to me how that's germane to this, | will not answer
it.

Q Yeah. Sonmetines we're entitled to learn
about things, like, bias --

A I'maware of it.

Q -- and cul pability.

Ckay. So that's fine.
(Deposition Exhibit 2
was marked for identification.)

MR. NEACH: Exhibit 2.

BY MR. NEACH
Q Exhibit 2, I'mshowing you, this is an

Oct ober 23, 2019 L. A Tines article titled "Sheriff
hires corruption investigator accused of posing as
deputy."

Have you seen this article before?

A Yes.
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Q Okay. And | can sense that you didn't take
too kindly to it; is that right?

A Good sense, Brian

Q Yeah.

And so tell me what your understanding is

of this.
A No.
Q You're not going to discuss it? Okay.

Is that you in the picture, though?
A Ch, yeah.
Q And it had to do with you going into the
County jail, right?
A Again, |I'mnot going to answer, Brian
Q You're not going to answer. Okay.
Were you ever disciplined or reprinmanded at
any time while in the Sheriff's Departnment?
A Ch, God, yes.
Q Yeah.
VWhen was the last tine?
A You know, when | was working hom cide,
| crashed a car and it was my fault. |I'mtrying to
think. And | -- it wasn't really a real car crash
I hit a curb. | was very tired and pulling out of
the parking ot at the Hom ci de Bureau and | went

over a curb and nessed up a car and | got
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di sciplined for that, which | thought was blatantly

unfair, by the way.

Q Do you recall when that was?

A In the teen -- |ike 2012, 2013, maybe, the
last tine.

Q I may have asked it nore specifically, but
it's very -- in a general sense, do you recall any

specific discussions you had with the sheriff while
you're on the Public Corruption Unit about
Max Hunt sman?

A Specifically, no. In general, yes.

Q Okay. What were the general conversations
that you recall?

A Very, very bright guy. Yale Law Schoo
grad. Kind of an odd chil dhood and upbri ngi ng.
A product of divorce. Hi's true nane is not
Huntsman. He's got a different |ast nane.
| renmenber tal king about that.

And he had, |like we all do, kind of a

countywi de reputation throughout the County because

he had been a practicing prosecutor for nmany years,

so -- and | didn't know him | had never net the
guy. Like | said, to this day, |I've never shook his
hand, never net the guy. |'ve been in the sane room
with him But he would -- we would tal k about that
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once in a while.

Q Uh- huh.
A He had a couple of high-profile cases when
he was a prosecutor -- actually, now that | think

about it, dealing with public corruption, oddly
enough, with a small incorporated city in Southeast
L. A County, City of Bell.

But there were, you know, kind of
general -- things of that general nature.

Q Uh- huh.

And t hen how about regardi ng Esther Linf

A I'"msorry?

Q Conversations that you recall while with
the Public Corruption Unit, any discussions
regardi ng Esther Limthat you recall with the
sheriff?

A Never. | don't -- | know that nane.

I don't even know what her title was in the County.
And |'m pretty confortable |I have never had a
di scussi on about her.

MR. NEACH: Right now, | don't have
anything further. He's got sone questions, it
sounds like, and | might have foll owup. But I
appreciate your time, sir.
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EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. DI BONA:
Q Al right, sir. Just sone brief
fol | ow ups.
| believe you nentioned you were on |l oan to

the FBI for the Public Corruption Unit; is that

right?
A Yes.
Q Can you explain for those of us that don't

work in |aw enforcenent, what does it even nean to
be on | oan to anot her departnment?

A Al'l of the major federal agencies have a
mechani smin place where they take | ocal sworn | aw
enforcenent officers under their wing and make them
what's commonly referred to as a task force officer.
They use the initials TFO.

So both the FBI, the Secret Service,

U.S. Treasury, Honmeland Security, all of those
federal agencies in |aw enforcement do that.

And in the |ate 1990s, ny partner and |
conducting a nurder investigation, came across sone
i nformation regarding pretty w despread public
corruption anongst a | ocal Southern California
pol i ce departnment.

We brought it to the attention of the
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sheriff at the time. The elected sheriff was
Sherman Bl ock. He directed us to the FBI. W
presented that evidence to the FBI

And then, ultimtely, | was -- | was asked
to join in the investigation. And | worked at the
FBI for about a year and a half or so on loan as a
task force officer investigating public corruption

Q And how many years do you have working in a
Public Corruption Unit, just overall?

A Well, the year and a half at the FBI and
then, of course, the three-plus years working under
the adm nistration of M. Villanueva.

And when | was a young new detective, at
times back then the Sheriff's Departnent and the
executive staff on the Sheriff's Department woul d
task specific detectives to | ook at allegations of
public corruption, and | was one of those people.

So over the years, really, since the --
since the nid-1980s, off and on again, |'ve been
tasked with |l ooking at -- at allegations of
government enpl oyees conmitting crimninal conduct
acts.

Q And | know this was nentioned earlier, but
just how long do you -- estimate is fine. How many

years did you have as a detective just overall?
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A 35.
Q Thank you for your service
You were -- | know this was nenti oned

earlier. Just for the record, you were a nmenber of
the Public Corruption Unit for the Los Angel es
County Sheriff while Sheriff Villanueva was sheriff;
is that right?

A Yes.

Q And are you aware that there's certain
critics of that department that have charged that
that unit was formed by Sheriff Villanueva in order
to retaliate against his political opponents.

Are you broadly aware of that criticisn®
A I am
Q I'd like to give you a chance on the record

to respond to that.

A I -- | have zero indication or evidence of
that being the case. | was raised primarily in
Chicago. | amfaniliar with and grew up around rea

public corruption. And | would not have been
associated with nor tolerated any of those types of
all egations were they true where it was sonme kind of
a secret police or a hit squad.

I had no all egi ance what soever to the

el ected sheriff. |, in fact, did not support nor
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did | vote for him which he's well aware of.

And -- and | -- you know, those allegations, like
many ot her things, are, quite frankly -- if they are
true, I amunaware of it. And if they are true,
I would have -- | would have spoken up

I had no -- there was nothing -- |'m an
at-will enployee. | -- | had that kind of

relationship with himwhere | believed | could tel

himthis is wong, don't go down that highway, it's

unlawful, it's unethical, it's illegal, it's
inmmoral. | wouldn't have been afraid at all to say
that. |1've said that to other sheriffs under which

I have wor ked.
And that's ny answer to your question.

Q I think it's in the answer, but just to be
clear, did Sheriff Villanueva ever ask you to, in
your opinion, retaliate against any of his politica
opponent s?

A Unequi vocal |y, absolutely not. | don't
know how the sheriff did in his deposition. |If
anyt hi ng, he was sonewhat afraid and intinidated by
me. O | believe that he was. | hope that he was a
little bit, because | presented nyself to himas a
strai ght shooter down the line and | wouldn't do

anything out of blind loyalty to the unel ected
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official, especially here in Los Angel es County.

Q Did Ti m Murakanm ever ask you to retaliate
agai nst any perceived political opponent of
Sheriff Villanueva?

A Never .

Q And just to make sure |'ve covered it, did
anybody ever, in your chain of command or in the
Sheriff's Departnment who had a higher rank than you,
ever ask you to retaliate against any perceived

political opponent of Sheriff Villanueva?

A Never .
Q You are aware, |'m assum ng, but that's why
it's an assunption, 1'Il ask: Based on your

35 years as a detective, you know in order to
establish a criminal investigation, depending on the
ci rcunstances, there needs to be either a reasonable
suspi cion or a probable cause?

Are you aware of that?

A That's a poorly phrased question.

And, no, | don't agree with that. Any tine
there's an allegation or evidence or an indication
that a crime has occurred, that's what establishes
an investigation.

You don't need to have probable cause to

establish an initial crimnal inquiry.
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Q Under st ood.

And it may be a poorly phrased question, so
let me just ask it this way: \While you were in the
Public Corruption Unit for Sheriff Villanueva, did
you ever start an investigation wthout what you
understood to be the proper legal justification for
an i nvestigation?

A The answer to that is yes.

Q And di d anybody ever ask you to conduct and
take -- conduct any investigation wthout a proper
|l egal justification?

A No.

Q And i f someone had asked you that, would
you have done so0?

A Absol utely not.

Q I know you didn't want to answer this so
" mnot going to ask anything about this article,
but maybe you will. Just let me knowif you -- the
date on this --

A I will not.

Q Ckay. Just for the record, sir, it's fine,
let me just say for the record, do you see the date
on this article?

A | do.

Q Are you able to answer "yes" that the date
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is Novenber 30th, 20247?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And just so the record is clear, the

conversation you had with the Sheriff's Departnent
about Max Huntsman bei ng a Hol ocaust denier, did
t hat happen before or after Novenmber 30th, 2024?

A Bef ore.

Q By the way, do you -- excuse ne.

Do you happen to know one way or the other
if Sheriff Villanueva has any personal know edge --
sorry. Let me ask it this way: Did you ever tel
Sheriff Villanueva about any of your discipline or
repri mands while you were at the Sheriff's
Depart nent ?

A I think we nmi ght have joked about it.
That's the answer to that question. W mght have
j oked about it.

Q Do you recall what you joked about, I|ike
what incident was joked about?

A There was no one specific incident. As |
testified earlier, you crash a car, you get
di sciplined. You use a bad word, you get
di sciplined. You yell at sonmebody, you get
di sci pli ned.

I, over the years, have crashed cars and
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probably yelled at people | shouldn't have yelled at
or used a bad word | shouldn't have used, so |'ve
got that discipline.

And the flip side to that is that | worked
very hard and | am-- | hate saying this, |'m
recogni zed for hard work, and | appreciate that
recognition. And so there's -- you know, there's
the yin and the yang, | guess it is.

And | appreciate the gracious recognition
for my hard work, and | appreciate that sonebody can
j oke about ne crashing cars or being a knuckl ehead
when | was younger, stuff Iike that.

Q Conversely, did the Sheriff's Departnment
ever give you any type of awards or accommodati ons?

A Yes.

Q Can you descri be those?

A | hate patting nyself on the back.

|'ve been recognized for hard work a bunch
over the years. 1've handled over 400 homicide
i nvestigations, including several high-profile ones
and hard to solve homicides. And |'ve been
recogni zed for that, and | appreciate that.

And over the years, | have worked ot her
det ective assignnments and been recogni zed for hard

wor k. I'l'l leave it at that because it sounds |ike
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|'"m beating ny chest and the court reporter wll
yell at me if | do
Q Al right, sir. And just to be clear, |I'm

not going to force you to do anything you're
unconfortable with, but on the record, if you want
to pat yourself on the back, that's okay. |'m
giving you a chance to

But is that --

A Thank you.

Q -- a conpl ete answer?
A That's a conpl ete answer.
Q Do you have a recollection, as you sit here

t oday, what your clearance rate for hom ci des was?

A | do.

Q What was that?

A Basi cal |y, the national average, around 55
to 60 percent, which is the average in the Sheriff's
Departnment for homi cides.

Q And just to be clear, | think this was
mentioned earlier, but was there -- did anyone ever
ask you to investigate Esther Limcrimnally?

A No.

Q And just to be clear, did
Sheriff Villanueva specifically ask you to open an

i nvestigation into Max Hunt sman?
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A No.

Q I think it was nentioned earlier, but how
was it that you came to be investigating
Max Hunt sman? Who told you to do that?

A Nobody told ne to do that.

My identification of M. Huntsman came
across the radar screen because of the inquiry
regardi ng the downl oadi ng of the personnel files by
the then-Constitutional Police Advisor Diana Teran

Q And did your investigation of Max Huntsnman
have anything to do with how Sheriff Villanueva may
have felt about hin®

A It did not.

Q And at the time that you -- that you --
sorry.

At the time you began a crimna
i nvestigation of a Max Huntsman, did you even know

one way or the other how Sheriff Villanueva felt

about hi n?
A | did not.
MR. DI BONA: | don't have any further
guesti ons.

MR. NEACH: Yes. The gift that keeps
giving, just a few foll ow-ups. So -- but not nany.
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FURTHER EXAM NATI ON
BY MR NEACH:

Q One thing -- so what | heard you say was in

the course of the Teran -- T-e-r-a-n --
i nvestigation regarding -- there was a data breach
right?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And then you got information about
Hunt sman that related to a data breach?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. How many tinmes did you do
surveillance at his house? Do you recall?

A Maybe ei ght.

Q Did you also do any -- did you follow him
to work or anything like that?

A No.

Q What was the purpose of surveying the house
with respect to an investigation of a data breach?

A I wanted to see who came and went fromthe
home and who el se he conmuni cated with by neans
ot her than el ectronically.

And as | previously testified and you're

wel | aware of the U S. Suprene Court case regarding
trash searches and one person's trash is another

person's gold nine.
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Q Okay. And so you went back there to see if
there was trash. That was part of it, at |east?

A Yes.

Q And you just didn't see it because he
didn't have any, right?

A Correct.

Q Okay. And then do you recall any of the
details -- | asked you about what you remenmber about
t he housekeeper.

But do you recall any details, when you
said literature or photos, what specifically she
identified to you?

A I don't recall. But if you get your
subpoena prepared and you have those materials, I'm
al most positive | asked her specific questions.

And | do recall at one point asking if
phot ogr aphs that she had seen were in color or black
and white, and they we