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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA
MOBILE DIVISION
LEONARDO GARCIA VENEGAS,
Plaintiff,
V. Case No. 1:25-¢cv-397-JB-C

Tom HOMAN, WHITE HOUSE BORDER CZAR,
IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY, ET AL.,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF LEONARDO GARCIA VENEGAS

I, Leonardo Garcia Venegas (“Leo”), do affirm and state as follows:

1. I am a United States citizen of Mexican descent, a longtime Alabama
resident, and a longtime construction worker in Baldwin County, Alabama.

2. I was born in 1999 in Lehigh Acres, Florida. My parents are both Mexican
nationals who were living in the country at the time of my birth but have since returned
to Mexico.

3. When I was 14 years old, I moved to Robertsdale, Alabama, where I
attended and graduated Robertsdale High School in 2019. Robertsdale has been my
home ever since.

4. I have worked in the construction industry in Baldwin County for about
eight years. I have mainly done bricklaying, masonry, and concrete finishing, although I
am qualified to and do perform many other construction tasks. I regularly build homes

on construction sites in new private developments in Baldwin County.
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5. Based on my experience working in the construction industry, I perceive
the Daphne-Foley-Fairhope area to be a fast-growing area. Dozens of new developments
with thousands of new homes are going up every year. I help build those new homes by
working as a contractor for Southern Home Crafters, LLC, and have many colleagues at
the company who, like me, are either U.S. citizens or lawfully present in the country.

6. I typically help build homes in subdivisions owned by D.R. Horton and
Lennar. Based on my years of experience and observations working in the construction
industry, D.R. Horton, Lennar, and DSLD are some of the most prolific homebuilders in
southern Alabama.

7. On these construction sites, I actively work on private property that is not
open to the public. My understanding based on my experience in the industry is that,
when I am working on a privately owned construction site, neither the owners of these
residential developments, my employer, nor any other subcontractor would want or
allow intruders or unauthorized members of the public onto the construction sites.

8. Indeed, based on my years of experience and observations working in the
construction industry, my expectation is that only the owner, developer, their agents,
employees, or contractors, or other authorized personnel or visitors will enter an active
construction site. U

9. My expectation that intruders will not enter active construction sites is
especially strong when those sites are marked with a “no trespassing” sign, enclosed with

fencing (whether partially or fully), or enclosed with a structure (whether partially or

fully)—as nearly every construction site I have ever worked on is.
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10.  When I start working on a private construction site, myself and my crew
typically take and maintain exclusive possession of that site (along with any other crews
working on the site), which the owner does not regain until the job is done. During that
time, my understanding and expectation is that only people who are affiliated with the
construction project will enter the site.

11.  If people not affiliated with the construction project were to enter a site on
which I am actively working without permission, I personally would suffer several harms,
including distraction from my work, reduced work quality, increased risk of injury, and
even firing and potential legal liability for any injuries that occur.

12. My understanding and expectation is that I, my crew, and our supervisors
have a right and duty to exclude anyone who enters a private construction site on which
I am actively working without permission. This understanding and expectation derives
from the nature of the work, safety risks I have been trained to avoid, my experience in
the industry, and my communications with my crew and my supervisors.

13.  After I start a construction job, myself and my crew typically remain on site
continuously until the job is done each day—especially in my current work, which deals
with wet concrete.

14.  While working on a construction site, I typically work on a crew of five
concrete specialists. And the developments and sites on which we work typically include
at least seven other teams, each consisting of about five workers. (In other words, it is

typical for at least 35 people, working in five-member crews, to collaboratively build
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different parts of each home.) Those other teams do things like framing, plumbing,
electric, drywall, roofing, siding, painting, and landscaping.

15.  Workers move between different subdivisions from day to day and week to
week as their portion of the work is completed or while waiting for other teams to finish
their work.

16.  Thus, I rarely work in a fixed location for more than a few days. My work
brings me to different construction sites across Baldwin County, with different owners,
staffed by different contractors.

17. I am aware of at least 15 raids—not including the raids I experienced— of
private construction sites in Baldwin County since January 2025.

18.  To my knowledge, those 15 raids—just like the raids I personally
experienced—were done without a warrant or the owner’s consent and without any
reason to suspect the particular workers on those sites of violating any laws.

19. In a span of just over three weeks across May and June 2025, I experienced
two raids on private construction sites where I was working—one on a site owned by
D.R. Horton and the other on a site owned by Lennar.

20.  Around 7:00 a.m. on the morning of May 21, I showed up to lay the
concrete foundation of the first four homes in a new residential subdivision in Foley,
Alabama.

21.  The subdivision was owned by Lennar.
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22.  The site on which I was working—along with others in the development—
was posted with a No Trespassing sign and surrounded by a knee-high, black perimeter
fence.

23.  The concrete crew consisted of five workers, including me, all of whom
were Latino.

24.  There was also a crew of non-Latino workers (two White, two Black) who
were there to deliver concrete for the site.

25. It began to rain, so I left the site to go get plastic to cover the freshly
poured concrete.

26.  When I walked back onto the site around 8:00 a.m., I saw five armed men
in camouflage—three of whom were masked—jumping over the short fence at the
property line and running past the No Trespassing sign, toward my coworkers.

27.  The officers ran right past four white and black workers without detaining
them and went straight for four Latino workers.

28.  Three members of my crew ran at the sight of armed men running toward
them, and two officers gave chase.

29. A fourth member of the crew, my brother, did not move; he stood on the
freshly poured foundation for a home’s garage on one of the site.

30. Two officers approached my brother, and he asked them why they were on

the property and whether they had a warrant.
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31.  The officers, without answering my brother’s questions or asking any of
their own, grabbed my brother by the hand and shoulder and pulled him down to the
ground.

32.  When I saw the officers physically assault my brother without a warning or
explanation, I remained calm. I dropped the plastic I was carrying, took out my cell
phone, and began to record as I walked slowly to get closer to my brother.

33.  AsIreached the other side of the home’s foundation, I began walking on
the wire mesh where my colleagues had just begun to spread concrete.

34.  An armed and masked officer stepped into my path when I got about 25
feet away from where the other officers were restraining my brother on the ground.

35. T asked the officer, “Immigration?” And he replied, “Yes, immigration.”

36. Idiverted my path slightly and continued walking calmly in a perimeter
around my brother’s detention (still at a significant distance) so I could continue filming
my brother’s detention on my cell phone. I did not pick up my pace or make any
suspicious movements.

37.  The officer followed me but didn’t ask any questions; he simply warned,
“You’re making this more complicated than you want to.”

38. Icontinued walking, but the officer suddenly sped up and grabbed me by
the arm, causing me to exclaim, “Don’t touch me! I'm a citizen!”

39.  Without asking any questions or giving me any orders, the officer forced
my arm behind my back and began to push me to the ground.

40. Iyelled out, “Help!” And I told the officer, “I'll show you my papers now.”
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41.  The non-Latino members of my crew (none of whom any officers ever
approached) looked on and yelled, “That’s illegal!” “You’re not supposed to be doing
that!” “He’s a citizen!” “He’s not even doing nothing wrong—what the fuck?”

42. Icontinued to repeat, “I'm a citizen! Stop! I'll show you my papers now!”

43.  Then a second officer rushed over and helped tackle me, as one of the two
officers shouted, “Get on the fucking ground!”

44. A third officer rushed past the property’s No Trespassing sign and grabbed
me, helping to physically restrain my movement.

45. My cellphone fell from my hand into the freshly poured, still wet cement.

46.  From the ground, I continued to yell, “I'm a citizen! I'm a citizen! 'm a
citizen!”

47.  To the best of my knowledge, the three officers detained me based solely
on their presumption that Latino construction workers are all undocumented.

48.  While the three officers held me on the ground, they handcuffed me, and
one of the officers reached into my pocket to search for my identification.

49.  Ihad my active, valid driver’s license, an Alabama STAR ID (compliant with
the REAL ID Act of 2005) issued in 2023, in my pocket.

50. To get the Star on my license, I had to (and in fact did) provide the
government with documents to verify my identity, date of birth, and Social Security

Number to prove my citizenship.
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51.  The officers who detained me refused to accept my STAR ID as proof of my
citizenship. The officers told me that my STAR ID was fake, handcuffed me, removed me
from my jobsite, and led me to an unmarked car.

52.  The officers held me, handcuffed, near the back of their vehicle for over an
hour. They kept ignoring my pleas that I was a citizen. The handcuffs were tight and
painful, and I stood the entire time in the hot Alabama sun.

53.  While I stood there detained, I continued to tell the officers I was a citizen
and pleaded with them to check my Social Security Number.

54.  One of the officers finally relented, made a phone call, and confirmed that
my Social Security Number was valid.

55.  The officers removed my handcuffs and let me walk back to work.

56. All told, my wrongful detention lasted over an hour.

57.  Iwas not charged with a crime because I had not done anything wrong.

58.  The officers never had any valid reason to believe I had done anything
wrong; they had no individualized suspicion before detaining me and did not ask me any
questions to test their generalized profile.

59. Ihad to take nearly two weeks off from work to recover emotionally after
my first detention, at a significant financial cost.

60. I felt dreadful after my detention—not only because it happened once but

because I knew it could happen again. I was afraid to return to work.
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61. Just about two weeks after I apprehensively went back to work, I was
detained again on another private construction site when another immigration patrol
saw me working and assumed, without reasonable suspicion, that I was undocumented.

62. The second detention was on June 12, 2025, at a partially built
development in Fairhope, Alabama.

63. I was still working for Southern Home Crafters, LLC. This job, however,
was in a new residential subdivision owned by D.R. Horton.

64. 1was working alone inside a partially constructed home.

65.  The property was surrounded by a black perimeter fence, behind which a
contractor was storing pallets full of bricks for siding and other building materials.

66.  The structure of the home was also already complete.

67. The home had its walls, roof, windows, and some doors (but no garage
doors, siding, or yard).

68. Iwas alone inside the house as I finished up my team’s work while the rest
of my crew moved on to another development.

69.  While I was working inside this house, I was in exclusive possession of the
site and had the right to exclude any unauthorized intruders.

70.  There were other construction crews working down the road in the same
development, though the closest was about eight houses away:.

71.  Around 8:20 a.m., [ was working alone in a back bedroom with my

headphones in, listening to music.
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72.  Suddenly, I got the sense that somebody else was in the room watching me
from behind.

73.  I'was not expecting anyone to be in the house because I was in a closed
structure on private property. Nor was anyone but other construction workers authorized
to be on the property—Ilet alone inside the house.

74.  Yet two federal immigration officers had spotted me working through the
bedroom window, thought I fit DHS’s generalized profile of an undocumented worker,
and approach the home. One officer entered through an unlocked garage door while the
other stood outside.

75.  Feeling someone’s presence from behind, I turned around and saw an
officer standing in the doorway of the bedroom.

76.  The officer was armed and masked.

77.  Itook out my headphones and asked, “Why are you here?”

78.  The officer responded in Spanish, ordering me to follow him outside.

79.  1told the officer I am a citizen, but the officer insisted I follow him outside
of the house anyway.

80. I turned back toward where I was working in the bedroom and saw
another immigration officer standing about five feet behind me, just outside the room’s
open window.

81.  With one officer blocking the bedroom doorway and another standing at
the window, I was surrounded.

82.  The officer inside the house again ordered me to follow him outside.

10
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83.  Cornered and understanding that I had no choice but to obey, I followed
the officer outside to the back patio.

84.  Outside, the first officer who approached me told me that they were there
to check my immigration status.

85. Ireiterated that I was a citizen. I took out my REAL ID and gave it to the
officer.

86.  But, once again, my REAL ID did not convince the officers that I am a
citizen. They told me I had to go with them so that they could verify my immigration
status because my REAL ID could be fake.

87.  Nothing about my ID suggested that it could be fake.

88.  The officers then led me to the edge of the subdivision, at least 12 lots
away, where their car was parked.

89.  As the officers led me down the road, one armed officer walked in front of
me while the other armed officer walked behind me to make sure that I could not leave.

90. TIunderstood that I was not free to leave.

91.  Once we reached the officers’ unmarked vehicle, the officers placed me
into a lineup with other workers they had detained and slowly checked my legal status.

92.  AsIstood there, other officers arrived with workers they had detained
from the other crews in the development.

93. At least two of those detained workers also had lawful status, one of whom

I had worked with years prior and know is a citizen.

11
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94.  The officers eventually confirmed what I had told them all along: I am a
U.S. citizen.

95.  The officers released me along with the two other workers with lawful
status.

96. My second detention lasted somewhere between 20 and 30 minutes.

97.  Iwas not charged with a crime because I had not done anything wrong.

98. To my knowledge, the officers involved in the May 21 and the June 12
raids did not have consent or a warrant to enter the construction sites.

99. To my knowledge, the officers involved in the May 21 and the June 12
raids did not have any valid basis before stopping me to suspect me of violating federal
immigration laws or other laws. The officers at both raids did not even seem to know the
identity of me or anyone else on the site prior to detaining us, and they did not ask me
any questions about my immigration status before detaining me.

100. To my knowledge, the officers involved in the May 21 and the June 12
raids did not have any valid basis, after seeing my REAL ID, to continue detaining me.

101. Due to the raids, I have missed almost two weeks of work, lost income,
have suffered and continue to suffer stress, anxiety, and emotional distress. I live in
constant fear that I will be subjected to further detention just for showing up to work.

102. The injury I have suffered is typical of construction workers throughout
Alabama who fit the same demographic profile. Many construction workers are scared to

work. And they are also scared to speak publicly about their experiences during the raids

12
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because they worry they might lose their lawful status or that their friends or family
might be targeted for retaliation.

103. Ireviewed a copy of this declaration that was translated into Spanish by
Institute for Justice attorney Katrin Marquez, and I spoke with her and Institute for

Justice attorney Jared McClain by telephone to confirm the declaration’s accuracy.

Executed October 27, 2025. U U U

Leonardo Garcia Venegas (Oct 27, 2025 11:47:02 CD'

Leonardo Garcia Venegas

13
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EXECUTED SPANISH VERSION ATTACHED
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EN LA CORTE DEL DISTRITO DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS
DEL DISTRITO DEL SUR DE ALABAMA
EN LA DIVISION DE MOBILE
LEONARDO GARCIA VENEGAS,
Demandante,

\A Case No. 1:25-cv-397-JB-C

Tom HOMAN, WHITE HOUSE BORDER CZAR,
IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY, ET AL.,

Acusados.

DECLARACION DE LEONARDO GARCIA VENEGAS

Yo, Leonardo Garcia Venegas (“Leo”), declaro y afirmo lo siguiente:

1. Soy ciudadano estadounidense de ascendencia mexicana, residente de
Alabama desde hace mucho tiempo y trabajador de la construccion en el condado de
Baldwin, Alabama desde hace mucho tiempo.

2. Naci en 1999 en Lehigh Acres, Florida. Mis padres son de nacionalidad
mexicana y vivian en el pais cuando yo naci, pero ya han regresado a México.

3. Cuando tenia 14 afios, me mudé a Robertsdale, Alabama, donde asisti y me
gradué de Robertsdale High School en 2018. Robertsdale ha sido mi hogar desde
entonces.

4. He trabajado en la industria de la construccion en el condado de Baldwin
durante aproximadamente ocho afios. Principalmente he realizado trabajos de

albafiileria, mamposteria y acabado de concreto, aunque estoy calificado para realizar



muchas otras tareas de construccién. Suelo construir viviendas en sitios de construccion
en nuevos desarrollos privados en el condado de Baldwin.

5. Basdndome en mi experiencia en la industria de la construccién, considero
que la zona de Daphne-Foley-Fairhope es un drea de crecimiento rdpido. Cada afio se
construyen decenas de nuevos desarrollos con miles de viviendas nuevas. Ayudo a
construir esas nuevas viviendas trabajando como contratista para Southern Home
Crafters, LLC, y tengo muchos colegas en la empresa que, como yo, son ciudadanos
estadounidenses o residen legalmente en el pais.

6. Normalmente ayudo a construir casas en subdivisiones propiedad de D.R.
Horton y Lennar. Basindome en mis aflos de experiencia y observaciones en el sector de
la construccion, D.R. Horton, Lennar y DSLD son algunos de los constructores de
viviendas mas prolificos del sur de Alabama.

7.







































